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AITJ^UAL  EEPOET 

OF  THE 

MAJOR-GENERAL  COMMANDING  THE  ARMY. 


Hbadquakxbes  of  the  Akmy, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  5, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  reports  of  Maj.  Gen. 
Wesley  Merritt,  commanding  Philippine  Expedition;  Maj.  Gen.  John 
R.  Brooke  (operations  in  Puerto  Eico);  Maj.  Gen.  William  E.  Shafter, 
U.  S.  V.  (operations  at  Santiago  de  Cuba) ;  Maj.  Gen.  H.  0.  Merriam, 
U.  S.  Y.,  commanding  Departments  of  California  and  the  Columbia; 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  TJ.  S.  V.,  commanding  Department  of 
the  Gulf;  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Bacon,  TJ.  S.  V.,  commanding  Departments 
of  Dakota  and  the  Lakes;  Brig.  Gen.  B.  V.  Sumner,  TJ.  S.  V.,  com- 
manding Departments  of  the  Colorado  and  the  Missouri;  Brig.  Gen. 
G.  L.  Gillespie,  TJ.  S.  V.,  commanding  Department  of  the  East;  also 
reports  of  the  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army;  the  Inspector- 
General,  United  States  Army ;  the  commandant  of  the  Artillery  School, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va. ;  the  commandant  of  the  United  States  Infantry  and 
Cavalry  School,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  the  commandant  of  the 
Cavalry  and  Light  Artillery  School,  Fort  Eiley,  Kans. 

The  following  reports  of  corps  commanders  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Cop- 
pinger,  commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps;  Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee, 
commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  and  Brig.  Gen,  E.  T.  Frank,  com- 
manding Third  Army  Corps  (the  only  ones  received  up  to  the  present 
date)  are  also  submitted. 

The  reports  of  operations  of  the  following  general  ofl&cers  who  served 
in  Puerto  Rico  are  also  submitted:  Maj.  Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson,  U.  S.  V.; 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  V.  Henry,  U.  S.  V.;  Brig.  Gen.  Theodore  Schwan, 
U.  S.  v.,  and  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Garretson,  U.  S.  V. 

The  military  operations  during  the  year  have  been  extraordinary, 
unusual,  and  extensive. 

Early  in  the  fiscal  year  troops  were  engaged  in  transporting  supplies 
to  citizens  in  Alaska,  and  since  then  in  exploring  expeditions  through 
that  extensive  Territory.  These  expeditions  have  been  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Lieut.  Col.  G.  M.  Eandall,  Eighth  Infantry  (now  brigadier- 
general,  United  States  Volunteers) ;  Oapt.  P.  H.  Eay,  Eighth  Infantry 
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(now  colonel  Third  United  States  Yolunteer  Infantry);  Oapt.  W.  E. 
Abercrombie,  Second  Infantry;  Oapt.  B.  F.  Glenn,  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry;  and  Oapt.  W.  P.  Eichardson,  Eighth  Infantry;  and  are  still 
under  the  direction  of  Captains  Abercrombie  and  Eichardson. 

Information  recently  received  from  one  of  the  most  intelligent  fron- 
tiersmen and  explorers  in  our  service,  Mr.  Luther  S.  Kelly,  who  has 
been  with  Captain  Glenn's  command,  indicates  that  they  have  success- 
fully explored  the  country  and  discovered  a  route  from  Portage  Bay  to 
the  Knik  Eiver,  which,  connecting  with  Lieutenant  Oastner's  trail  up 
the  Matanuska  Eiver,  insures  a  practicable  route  entirely  through  our 
own  territory  to  the  Tanana  Eiver,  A  good  pack  trail  or  wagon  road 
can  be  built  from  Portage  Bay  to  the  Knik,  and  would  be  of  great  serv- 
ice to  the  enterprising  and  venturesome  prospectors  and  miners  who 
occupy  that  region. 

THE   "WAR  WITH   SPAIN. 

At  the  close  of  the  great  civil  war  the  Government  had  a  million  vet- 
erans in  arms,  well  equipped  for  war  for  that  time.  The  great  amount 
of  war  material  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Government  was  sold  or 
gradually  used  up  by  issue  either  to  the  militia  of  the  States  or  to  the 
regular  forces  that  have  been  engaged  in  military  operations  on  the 
frontier  for  the  last  thirty  years.  The  supplies  and  material  that  were 
not  sold,  but  stored,  were  gradually  reduced  to  the  minimum,  and  the 
war  with  Spain  found  this  country  with  a  very  small  army — 25,000 
men — with  war  material  suflQcient  only  to  equip  that  force  and  furnish 
it  with  a  small  amount  of  ammunition ;  but  the  tentage,  transportation, 
and  camp  equipage  was  insufficient  for  any  important  military  opera- 
tions; in  fact,  quite,  an  amount  of  valuable  transportation,  including 
ambulances,  had  been  disposed  of  within  the  last  few  years. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved 
April  20, 1898,  demanding  that  the  Government  of  Spain  relinquish  its 
authority  and  government  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  etc..  Congress  had 
appropriated  $50,000,000  for  the  national  defense,  and  in  the  interim 
between  this  time  and  actual  hostilities  efforts  were  made  to  have 
furnished  material  for  military  operations  on  a  more  extensive  scale 
than  had  been  done  in  former  years.  This  action  of  Congress  was  very 
important,  as  that  time  was  most  opportune  and  favorable  for  secur- 
ing such  munitions  of  war  as  were  absolutely  essential  to  the  proper 
equipping  of  an  army  and  to  the  securing  of  articles  not  in  demand  or 
available  in  this  country  at  that  time,  but  which  are  used  in  modern 
warfare;  and  the  purchase  of  smokeless  powder,  rapid-fire  and  machine 
guns,  modern  rifles,  etc.,  was  urged  at  that  time. 

Several  bills  were  pending  in  Congress  during  the  winter  of  1897-98 
providing  for  the  increase  of  the  Eegalar  Army,  which  finally  resulted 
in  the  act,  approved  April  26,  1898,  authorizing  an  increase  in  the 
enlisted  strength  of  the  Army  to  62,597  men.    Congress  subsequently 
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authorized  the  enlistment  of  10,000  men  "possessing  immunity  from 
diseases  incident  to  tropical  climates." 

On  April  9  I  recommended  the  equipment  of  50,000  volunteers,  and 
also  on  April  15  recommended  that  an  additional  auxiliary  force  of 
40,000  men  be  provided  for  the  protection  of  the  coasts  and  as  a 
reserve.  This,  with  the  increase  of  the  Regular  Army  and  the  10,000 
"immunes,"  would  have  given  us  an  effective  force  of  162,597,  which, 
with  an  auxiliary  force  of  50,000  natives,  I  considered  sufficient,  and 
deemed  it  of  the  iirst  importance  to  well  equip  such  force  rather  than 
to  partly  equip  a  much  larger  number. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  two  letters  above  referred  to : 

Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  9,  1898. 

Sir  :  Under  the  Constitution  every  able-bodied  citizen  between  the  ages  of  18  and 
45  is  amenable  to  service  in  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  and  liable  to  be  called 
into  service  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war,  numbering  approxi- 
mately twelve  millions  of  men  capable  of  bearing  arms. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the'  bill  now  pending  in  Congress  it  is  expected  that 
authority  will  be  granted  to  recruit  the  infantry  companies  to  100  men  each,  and  I 
presume  the  same  rule  will  be  applied  to  the  cavalry  and  artillery.  I  therefore  rec- 
ommend that  in  case  of  war  the  batteries  of  heavy  artillery  be  recruited  to  their 
full  strength,  namely,  100  men  to  each  battery,  in  order  to  man  the  guns  for  the 
defense  of  the  coast. 

I  also  recommend  that  at  least  22  regiments  of  infantry,  5  regiments  of  cavalry 
and  the  light  artillery  be  mobilized  and  placed  in  one  large  camp  where  they  can 
be  carefully  and  thoroughly  inspected,  fully  equipped,  drilled,  disciplined,  and 
instructed  in  brigades  and  divisions,  and  prepared  for  war  service.  This  will  give 
approximately  a  force  of  30,000  men. 

Ifurther  recommend  that  the  President  call  for  a  volunteer  force  from  the  different 
States  and  Territories  of  at  least  50,000  men  in  addition  to  the  above  force,  to  con- 
stitute one  army  for  any  offensive  movements  against  the  Spanish  army  in  Cuba, 
estimated  at  150,000  men,  of  which  number  80,000  are  reported  as  effective  for  mili- 
tary service.  The  entire  force  should  be  fully  equipped  with  mountain,  field,  and 
siege  artillery,  and  all  the  appliances  and  equipments  required  for  actual  war  service. 

In  addition  to  this  force,  the  State  troops  along  the  Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  Pacific 
coasts  will  be  available  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise  or  threatened  attacks 
upon  the  towns,  villages,  or  cities  that  are  exposed,  or  for  concentration  of  the  large 
force  that  may  be  required  in  the  future. 
Very  respectfully, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

The  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  15,  1898. 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  April  9,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 
That  in  my  judgment  the  available  force  of  the  Regular  Army  should  be  mobilized 
in  the  best  and  most  available  healthful  positiou  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.    I 
suggest  Chiokamauga  Park  on  account  of  its  altitude  and  advantages  for  preparing 
a  command  for  the  serious  requirements  of  actual  warfare. 
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The  history  of  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea  and  to  Egypt  indicate  the  necessity  of 
complete  and  perfect  equipment  of  each  military  organization,  and  the  army  should 
he  thoroughly  and  effectively  organized  in  every  department,  infantry,  artillery, 
cavalry.  Engineer  Corps,  Signal  Corps,  construction  train  for  building  vrharves, 
piers,  etc.,  and  repairing  railway  tracks  and  bridges,  corduroying  roads,  etc.,  pon- 
toon trains  and  appliances  for  depot  and  reserve  trains,  in  order  that  upon  landing 
on  foreign  soil  every  company,  battery,  regiment,  brigade,  and  division  shall  be  in 
perfect  condition,  fully  supplied  and  equipped  to  render  effective  service.  Hence 
the  regiments  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  light  batteries  of  artillery  should  be  fully 
supplied  with  tentage,  camp  equipage,  arms,  ammunition,  intrenching  tools  and 
transportation,  with  medical  supplies,  and  rations  and  food  for  men  and  animals  for 
at  least  six  months.  The  command  should  also  be  supplied  with  field  artillery,  siege 
guns,  howitzers,  and  mortars  for  offensive  work  against  any  fieldworks  or  for- 
tifications of  the  enemy,  or  for  the  protection  of  camps  and  depots  that  might  be 
established. 

The  amount  of  ammunition  per  gun  should  be  500  rounds. 

The  amount  of  small  arms  ammunition  should  be  1,000  rounds  per  man. 

The  regulation  amount  of  tentage  and  transportation :  Two  wagons  per  company 
of  infantry ;  3  wagons  per  troop  and  battery  of  cavalry  and  artillery ;  12  pack  mules 
per  company  of  infantry;  14  pack  mules  per  troop  and  battery  of  cavalry  and 
artillery. 

Arms  and  ammunition  and  fatigue  uniforms  should  be  furnished  for  50,000  natives 
that  should  be  organized  into  an  auxiliary  force. 

For  the  support  of  the  batteries  manning  the  coast  defenses  along  the  Atlantic 
and  Gulf  coasts,  and  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  any  landing  force  or  threatened 
danger  to  the  port  cities  and  towns,  there  should  be  at  least  a  force  of  40,000  men 
suitably  equipped  for  that  purpose. 

The  equipment  of  the  50,000  volunteers,  in  addition  to  the  regular  force,  should 
be  in  my  judgment  on  the  same  basis  and  the  same  allowances. 
Very  respectfully. 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General  Commanding. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  problem  was  largely  a  naval 
one,  and  until  the  question  of  superiority  between  our  Navy  and  the 
Spanish  navy,  or  such  naval  forces  as  might  be  furnished  by  any  other 
European  power  or  combination  of  powers  supporting  the  Spanish 
Government,  was  determined,  military  operations  had  to  be  determined 
by  the  success  or  failure  of  our  naval  forces.  I  was  fully  convinced 
that  should  our  Navy  prove  superior  the  position  of  the  Spanish  army 
in  Cuba  would  be  rendered  untenable  with  a  minimum  loss  of  life  and 
treasure  to  the  United  States.  There  were  two  most  serious  obstacles 
to  be  avoided— one  was  placing  an  army  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  before 
our  Navy  controlled  the  Cuban  waters;  and  the  other  was  putting  an 
army  on  the  island  at  a  time  when  a  large  number  of  the  men  must  die 
froni  the  diseases  that  have  prevailed  in  that  country,  according  to  all 
statistics,  for  the  last  one  hundred  years.  For  the  latter  reason  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  April  18, 1898 
forwarding  a  communication  from  Surgeon-General  Sternberg  regard- 
ing the  danger  of  putting  an  army  in  Cuba  during  the  sickly  season 
and  at  the  same  time  urged  the  plan  of  harassing  the  Spanish  forces 
and  doing  the  enemy  the  largest  amount  of  injury  during  the  time 
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necessary  for  our  Navy  to  demonstrate  its  superiority — the  rainy  or 
sickly  season  and  the  time  actually  required  to  equip  and  instruct  the 
volunteer  forces  with  the  least  possible  loss  to  ourselves.  In  that  letter 
I  also  asserted  the  belief  I  have  entertained  from  the  first,  that  we 
could  secure  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  army  in  the  Island  of  Cuba 
without  any  great  sacrifice  of  life. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to : 

Hbadquaetkks  of  the  Akmy, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  18,  1898. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  former  letters  concerning  healthful  camps  for  the  troops 
and  the  uncertainty  of  Congress  requiring  an  army  to  move  to  Cuba  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  letter  of  the  Surgeon-General 
of  the  Army,  dated  Washington,  March  25,  of  this  year,  as  to  the  danger  of  putting 
an  army  in  Cuba  during  what  is  known  as  the  "rainy''  or  "sickly"  season.  That 
opinion  is  also  confirmed  by  reports  of  Dr.  James  Guiteras,  of  Philadelphia,  a  well- 
known  authority  on  yellow  fever,  and  others. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  extremely  hazardous,  and  I  think  it  would  be  injudicious  to 
put  an  army  on  that  island  at  this  season  of  the  year,  as  it  would  undoubtedly  be 
decimated  by  the  deadly  disease,  to  say  nothing  of  having  to  cope  with  some  80,000 
troops,  the  remnant  of  214,000,  that  have  become  acclimated,  and  that  are  equipped 
with  183  guns.  And  still  another  element  of  extreme  danger  would  be  to  place  an 
army  there  with  the  possibility  of  our  own  Navy  not  being  able  to  keep  the  waters 
between  our  own  territory  and  that  island  clear  of  hostile  ships  or  fleets. 

By  mobilizing  our  force  and  putting  it  in  healthful  camps  and  using  such  force 
as  might  be  necessary  to  harass  the  enemy  and  doing  them  the  greatest  injury  with 
the  least  possible  loss  to  ourselves,  if  our  Navy  is  superior  to  theirs,  in  my  judg- 
ment, we  can  compel  the  surrender  of  the  army  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  with  very 
little  loss  of  life  and  possibly  avoid  the  spread  of  yellow  fever  over  our  own 
country. 

There  is  still  time,  if  this  is  favorably  considered,  to  put  a  small  force  of  regular 
troops,  number  approximately  18,000  men,  in  healthful  camps  until  such  time  as  they 
can  be  used  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  with  safety. 

Very  respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

The  Secretary  of  War. 

In  order  that  the  volunteers  should  be  equipped  as  speedily  and 
efficiently  as  possible  soon  after  the  first  call  for  volunteers  was  made, 
and  that  their  wants  and  necessities  might  be  anticipated,  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  addressed  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  Z6,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  regard  it  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  troops  called  into  service  by 
the  President's  proclamation  be  thoroughly  equipped,  organized,  and  disciplined  for 
field  service.  In  order  that  this  may  be  done  with  the  least  delay,  they  ought  to  be 
in  camp  approximately  sixty  days  in  their  States,  as  so  many  of  the  States  have 
made  no  provision  for  their  State  militia,  and  not  one  is  fully  equipped  for  field 
service.  After  being  assembled,  organized,  and  sworn  into  service  of  the  United 
States,  they  will  require  uniforms,  tentage,  complete  camp  equipage,  arms,  and 
ammnnition,  and  a  full  supply  of  stationery,  including  blank  books  and  reports  for 
the  Quartermaster's,  Commissary,  Medical,  and  Ordnance  Departments.  They  will 
also  require  complete  equipment  of  ordnance,   quartermaster's,  commissary,  and 
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medical  supplies,  hospital  appliances,  transportation,  including  ambulances,  stretch- 
ers, etc.  The  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers  will  have  to  be  appointed  and 
properly  instructed  in  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  have  some  instruction 
in  tactical  exercises,  guard  duties,  etc.,  all  of  which  is  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  efficiency  and  health  of  the  command.  This  preliminary  work  should  be  done 
before  the  troops  leave  their  States.  While  this  is  being  done,  the  general  officers 
and  staff  officers  can  be  appointed  and  properly  instructed,  large  camps  of  instruc- 
tion can  be  judiciously  selected,  ground  rented,  and  stores  collected.  At  the  end  of 
sixty  days  the  regiments,  batteries,  and  troops  can  be  brigaded  and  formed  into 
divisions  and  corps,  and  proper  commanding  generals  assigned,  and  this  great  force 
may  be  properly  eqiiipped,  molded,  and  organized  into  an  effective  army  with  the 
least  possible  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  Nblson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General  Commanding. 
The  Secketaky  of  War. 

Congregating  tens  of  thousands  of  men,  many  of  whom  were  not 
uniformed,  and  scarcely  any  properly  equipped,  in  great  camps  away 
from  their  States,  rendered  it  difficult  for  them  to  be  properly  supplied 
with  food,  cooking  utensils,  camp  equipage,  blankets,  tentage,  medical 
supplies,  transportation,  etc.,  and  was  to  a  great  extent  the  cause,  in 
my  judgment,  of  the  debilitating  effect  upon  the  health  and  strength 
of  the  men,  who  were  otherwise  in  good  physical  condition.  The 
material  necessary  to  clothe  and  equip  large  armies  was  not  even  man- 
ufactured at  that  time,  and  the  consequent  condition  of  the  troops  for 
weeks  and  months  was  injurious  to  the  commands  in  many  ways. 

There  being  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  amount  of  clothing  furnished 
by  the  States  and  applied  for  by  the  different  commands,  the  following 
general  orders  were  issued: 

General  Okdeks,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No-  5i-  )  Washington,  May  S5, 1898. 

The  following  standard  of  supplies  and  equipment  for  field  service  is  published  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  troops  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  allowance  is  regarded  as  the  minimum  for  field  service : 

Seadquartera  of  an  army  corps.— Three  wagons  for  baggage,  etc.,  or  8  pack  mules; 
1  two-horse  wagon ;  1  two-horse  spring  wagon ;  10  extra  saddle  horses  for  contingent 
wants;  2  wall  tents  for  commanding  general;  1  wall  tent  for  every  two  officers  of 
his  staff. 

Headquarters  of  a  divUion.—Ty^o  wagons  for  baggage,  etc.,  or  5  pack  mules;  1  two- 
horse  spring  wagon ;  1  two-horse  wagon ;  5  extra  saddle  horses  for  contingent  wants ; 
1  wall  tent  for  commanding  general;  1  wall  tent  for  every  two  officers  of  his  staff 

Headquarters  of  a  Mgade.-One  wagon  for  baggage,  or  5  pack  mules;  1  two-horse 
spring  wagon;  2  extra  saddle  horses  for  contingent  wants;  1  wall  tent  for  the  com- 
manding general ;  1  wall  tent  for  every  two  officers  of  his  staff. 

Allowance  of  transportation  for  regiment  of  cavalry,  49  wagons  or  144  naok 
animals.  F^uiv 

Allowance  of  transportation  for  battery  light  artillery,  4  wagons 

Allowance  of  transportation  for  regiment  of  infantry,  25  wagons 

SuppUes  to  be  carried  in  wagons  per  company :  Ten  days'  field  rations  per  man  • 

100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  soldier ;  250  pounds  of  officers'  baggage  and  suppU     ' 

tentage ;  grain  for  animals ;  utensils  for  each  company  mess,  not  to  exceed  350  n     '^^ ' 

for  each  troop,  battery,  or  company;  horseshoes,  nails,  tools,  and  medicines  forT  ^ 
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airy  borses,  Bot  to  exceed  300  pounds;  to  each  soldier  or  civilian  employee  (com- 
pactly rolled  in  one  piece  of  shelter  tent)  1  blanket,  1  poncho,  and  1  extra  suit  of 
undergarments. 

Whenever  the  amount  of  rations  or  grain  varies  from  the  above,  the  weight  to  he 
carried  per  six-mule  wagon  may  be  increased  or  diminished,  but  should  not  exceed 
4,000  pounds,  and  for  four-mule  wagon  3,000  pounds,  and  if  possible  should  be  less 
per  wagon. 

Whenever  obtainable  on  line  of  march,  full  forage  will  be  allowed  all  animals,  the 
rate  of  purchase  to  be  regulated  by  the  quartermaster's  department. 

To  be  carried  on  the  person  or  horse :  One  overcoat,  1  piece  of  shelter  tent,  50 
rounds  of  rifle  or  carbine,  and  24  rounds  of  revolver  ammunition. 

Supplies  to  be  carried  on  pack  mules  for  one  troop  of  cavalry :  Five  days'  field 
rations  per  man ;  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  soldier. 

The  utensils  for  each  troop  of  cavalry  must  not  exceed  350  pounds. 

The  weight  of  load  per  aparejo  must  never  exceed  250  pounds,  and  should,  if  pos- 
sible, be  less  than  200  pounds. 

Troop  of  cavalry,  company  of  infantry,  or  light  battery. 


Troop 

of 

cavalry. 


Company 

of 
infantry. 


Light 
battery. 


Field patioDB,  10  days:  Cavalry,  100 men ;  infantry,  106 ;  artillery,  125.. 

Amninnition,  100  rounds :  Cavalry,  100  men ;  infantry,  106  men 

OBBcers'  baggage  and  sopplies 

Tentage  (7  conical  wall  for  cavalry  and  infantry,  each;  9  for  light 
battery) 

Grain  for  animals,  10  days,  6  pounds :  Cavalry,  115;  infantry,  12;  artil- 
lery, 126 

Utensils  for  each  company  mess 

Horseshoes,  nails,  tools,  and  medicines  for  cavalry  and  artillery  horses. . 

Soldiers'  baggage :  Each  1  blanket,  1  poncho,  1  extra  suit  of  undergar- 
ments, ana  1  piece  shelter  tent 

Total 


Poundi. 

3,640 

725 

250 

854 

6,900 
350 
300 


Pounds. 

3,858 

769 

250 

854 

720 
350 


1,761 


Pounds. 
4,550 


250 


7,560 
350 
325 

2,078 


1,562 


16, 211 


By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 


H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


The  publication  of  the  above  order  was  delayed  from  May  16  to  May 
25, 1898;  and  the  order  specifying  the  allowance  of  wheel  transporta- 
tion, tentage,  etc.,  for  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  including 
ambulances,  stretchers,  litter  bearers,  etc.,  was  not  published  until 
June  22, 1898. 

The  regular  infantry  was  ordered,  April  15,  1898,  to  New  Orleans, 
Mobile,  and  Tampa,  preparatory  to  an  immediate  movement  to  Cuba 
should  war  be  declared.  This  order,  however,  was  partially  sus- 
pended, and  a  part  of  the  regular  infantry,  with  the  artillery  and 
cavalry,  ordered  to  camp  at  Chickamauga  Park.  On  May  10  the  regu- 
lar artillery  and  cavalry  were  ordered  from  Chickamauga  to  Tampa, 
preparatory  to  a  movement  on  Cuba.  Later  70,000  men  were  ordered 
to  move  on  Cuba,  and  commissary  stores  for  ninety  days  for  the  men 
and  thirty  days'  stores  for  the  animals  were  ordered  to  be  concentrated 
at  Tampa.  None  of  these  movements  on  Cuba,  however,  materialized. 
The  want  of  proper  equipment  and  ammunition  rendered  the  movement 
impracticable. 
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While  troops  were  being  assembled  at  Tampa,  Mobile,  ^ew  Orleans, 
Ohickamauga,  Washington,  and  in  the  diiferent  States,  an  expedition  to 
the  Philippine  Islands  was  gathered  at  San  Francisco  under  the  com- 
mand of  Maj.  G-en.  Wesley  Merritt.  The  command  was  well  organized 
and  as  well  supplied  as  it  was  possible  with  the  means  available.  The 
expedition  sailed  May  25, 1898,  was  well  conducted  and  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  every  way.  Full  reports  have  been  submitted  by  General 
Merritt  and  his  subordinate  officers. 

As  soon  as  hostilities  were  commenced  expeditions  were  immediately 
organized  to  give  aid  and  support  to  the  Cubans  in  the  way  of  supply- 
ing them  with  arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  supplies,  wherever  and 
whenever  possible. 

A  short  time  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  there  left  Wash- 
ington, from  the  Bureau  of  Military  Information,  two  officers,  Lieut, 
A.  S.  Eowan  and  Lieut.  H.  H.  Whitney,  to  attempt  the  most  difficult  and 
dangerous  enterprise  of  ascertaining  existing  conditions  in  the  islands 
of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Eico,  respectively.  •  Their  efforts  were  eminently 
successful.  Both  of  these  officers  penetrated  the  enemy's  country  and 
obtained  most  accurate  and  valuable  information  regarding  the  posi- 
tion of  the  military  and  naval  forces,  the  defenses,  and  the  topograph- 
ical and  climatic  features  of  the  country,  all  of  which  was  of  great  value 
in  subsequent  military  operations.  Lieutenant  Eowan  left  the  United 
States  on  April  9  and  landed  April  24  at  El  Portillo,  about  70  miles 
west  of  Santiago  de  Cuba.  He  went  into  the  interior,  met  General 
Garcia,  of  the  Cuban  army,  and  remained  with  him  for  a  short  time, 
then,  together  with  Brig.  Gen.  Enrique  Collazo  and  Lieut.  Col.  Carlos 
Hernandez,  of  General  Garcia's  staff,  passed  up  to  Manati  on  the  north 
coast,  and  on  May  4  went  in  an  open  boat  to  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
returning  to  the  United  States  May  13, 1898. 

Lieutenant  Whitney  left  Key  West  May  5  for  Puerto  Eico,  where  he 
arrived  the  15th,  and  after  exploring,  under  disguise,  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  island,  left  on  June  1,  returning  to  the  United  States 
June  9. 

The  first  expedition  with  arms  and  supplies  for  the  Cubans  was 
ordered  to  start  from  Key  West  under  the  direction  of  Col.  E.  H.  Hall, 
Fourth  Infantry  (now  brigadier-general.  United  States  Volunteers),  but 
not  sent.  Later  one  landed  on  the  coast,  under  charge  of  Capt.  J.  J. 
O'Connell,  First  United  States  Infantry,  Lieut,  W.  M.  Orofton,  First 
Infantry,  being  the  first  officer  to  land  on  Cuban  soil  after  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities. 

Several  expeditions  were  subsequently  made  by  Col.  J.  H.  Dorst, 
Lieut.  C.  P.  Johnson,  Tenth  Cavalry,  and  others. 

Also,  a  strong  expedition  was  organized,  consisting  of  5,000  men, 
under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer  then  at  Tampa,  Maj.  Gen, 
W.  E.  Shatter,  the  objective  point  being  Tunas,  on  the  south  side  of 
Cuba,  where  it  was  expected  to  open  communication  with  the  forces 
under  General  Gomez  and  support  and  cooperate  with  him  in  that 
mountain  region  (which  is  a  healthful  part  of  Cuba),  and  also  to  furnish 


MAJOR-GENERAL    COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  11 

all  the  supplies  needed  by  that  force.  This  expedition,  when  fully  pre- 
pared, was  delayed  on  account  of  the  movement  of  Admiral  Cervera's 
fleet  from  Gape  Verde  Islands  to  the  waters  of  the  West  Indies,  and 
the  movement  of  our  troops  was  suspended  awaiting  the  result  of  the 
expected  conflict  between  that  fleet  and  our  own. 

An  important  expedition,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Dorst,  U.  S.  V.,  sailed 
from  Key  West  to  the  north  of  Nassau,  New  Providence;  thence 
directly  south,  landing  at  the  harbor  of  Banes,  on  the  north  coast  of 
Cuba,  which  has  been  held  during  the  war  by  the  Cubans,  where  he 
remained  five  days,  landing  a  steamer  load  of  the  munitions  of  war 
most  needed,  including  7,500  rifles,  1,000,000  cartridges,  6,000  uniforms, 
and  other  material  needed  by  the  10,000  Cubans  under  General  Garcia. 

The  following  general  order  was  issued  on  Memorial  Day : 

General  Orders,  ■\  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-Genkral's  Office, 

No.  57.  )  Washington,  May  SO,  1898. 

After  a  prolonged  period  of  peace  our  Army  is  once  more  called  upon  to  engage  in 
war  in  the  cause  of  justice  and  humanity.  To  hring  the  military  forces  to  the 
highest  state  of  efificiency  and  moat  speedily  accomplish  what  is  expected  should 
be  the  earnest  effort  and  call  forth  the  best  energies  of  all  its  members  of  what- 
soever station. 

The  laws  and  regulations  which  govern  military  bodies  in  civilized  countries  have 
been  developed  to  their  present  perfection  through  the  experience  of  hundreds  of 
years,  and  the  faithful  observance  of  those  laws  and  regulations  is  essential  to  the 
honor  and  efficiency  of  the  Army. 

All  authority  should  be  exercised  with  firmness,  equity,  and  decornm  on  the  part 
of  superiors,  and  should  be  respected  by  implicit  obedience  and  loyal  support  from 
subordinates. 

Every  officer  of  whatever  grade  will,  so  far  as  may  be  in  his  power,  guard  and 
preserve  the  health  and  welfare  of  those  under  his  charge.  He  must  labor  diligently 
and  zealously  to  perfect  himself  and  his  subordinates  in  military  drill,  instruction, 
and  discipline;  and  above  all,  he  must  constantly  endeavor,  by  precept  and  example, 
to  maintain  the  highest  character,  to  foster  and  stimulate  that  true  soldierly  spirit 
and  patriotic  devotion  to  duty  which  must  characterize  an  effective  army.  The 
Major-General  Commanding  confidently  trusts  that  every  officer  and  soldier  in  the 
service  of  the  Republic,  each  in  his  proper  sphere,  will  contribute  his  most  zealous 
efforts  to  the  end  that  the  honor  and  character  of  the  Army  may  be  preserved 
untarnished,  and  its  best  efforts  crowned  with  success. 

This  order  is  given  upon  a  day  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  heroic  dead,  whose  serv- 
ices and  sacrifices  afford  us  example  and  inspiration,  and  it  is  expected  that  all  will 
be  fully  impressed  with  the  sacred  duty  imposed  upon  the  Army  by  the  Government 
of  our  beloved  country. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-Genei'al. 

Definite  information  having  been  received  that  Cervera's  fleet  had 
been  inclosed  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  by  the  Navy,  orders 
were  given  to  General  Shafter,  May  30, 1898,  to  place  his  troops  on 
transports  and  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  Navy  in  capturing  that  fleet 
and  harbor.  It  was  expected  that  the  transports  engaged  at  that  time 
would  convey  some  25,000  men. 
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I  desired  to  go  with  this  command,  and  sent  the  following  telegram 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Tampa,  Ma.,  June  5,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  Washington.  D.  C.  .- 

This  expedition  has  been  delayed  through  no  fault  of  anyone  connected  with  it. 
It  contains  the  principal  part  of  the  Army,  which,  for  intelligence  and  efficiency,  is 
not  excelled  by  any  body  of  troops  on  earth.  It  contains  14  of  the  best  conditioned 
regiments  of  volunteers,  the  last  of  which  arrived  this  morning.  Yet  these  have 
never  been  under  fire.  Between  30  and  40  per  cent  are  undrilled,  and  in  one  regiment 
over  300  men  had  never  fired  a  gun.  I  request  ample  protection  while  at  sea  at  all 
times  for  this  command  from  the  Navy.  This  enterprise  is  so  important  that  I 
desire  to  go  with  this  army  corps,  or  to  immediately  organize  another  and  go  with 
it  to  join  this  and  capture  position  No.  2.  Now  that  the  military  Is  about  to  be 
used,  I  believe  that  it  should  be  continued  with  every  energy,  making  the  most 
judicious  disposition  of  it  to  accomplish  the  desired  result. 

Miles, 
Major- General  Commanding  Army. 

June  6,  the  following  telegram  was  received : 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  6, 1898— 2.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  Miles,  Tampa,  Fla. . 

The  President  wants  to  know  the  earliest  moment  you  can  have  an  expeditionary 
force  ready  to  go  to  Puerto  Rico  large  enough  to  take  and  hold  island  without  the 
force  under  General  Shafter. 

R.  A.  Algbk,  Secretary  of  War. 

and  reply  sent  that  such  an  expedition  could  be  ready  in  ten  days. 

It  was  found  that  many  of  the  steamers  were  not  suitable  for  trans- 
port service,  they  having  been  built  largely  for  freight  steamers  and 
not  equipped  for  properly  conveying  troops  and  munitions  of  war.  The 
accumulation  of  the  large  amount  of  supplies  and  war  material  for  the 
70,000  men  above  mentioned  at  Tampa  had  crowded  that  place,  and, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  depots  and  facilities  for  handling  that  amount 
of  material,  occasioned  great  delay  in  properly  equipping  the  expedition 
intended  for  Santiago.  It  was,  however,  supplied,  and  orders  (hereto 
attached)  given  for  the  proper  embarkation  of  the  troops,  which  were 
ready  to  sail  June  8, 1898.  The  movement  was,  however,  suspended, 
owing  to  the  report  received  that  Spanish  war  vessels  had  been  seen  in 
the  Nicholas  Channel.  The  expedition,  consisting  of  803  officers  and 
14,935  men,  finally  sailed  on  June  14,  leaving  some  10,000  troops  that 
were  expected  to  move  with  this  expedition,  but  which  could  not  do  so, 
owing  to  insufBcient  transportation. 

In  the  Field,  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  11,  1898. 

Sir:  Please  ascertain  whether  the  following  has  been  attended  to  in  connection 
with  your  fleet  of  transports : 

Have  commanding  officers  required  their  transport  officers  to  make  a  Ust  of  the 
contents  of  each  ship,  where  stored,  the  bulk  of  such  stores,  and  an  estimate  of  how 
many  wagon  loads  there  are  in  each  vessel?  Do  the  commanding  officers  of  oreani 
zations  know  exactly  where  their  supplies  are?  Have  arrangements  been  male  in 
orderthat  if  somanyrationsof  any  kind,  ammunition,  hospitalsupplies,  etc.  should! 
equired,  that  they  would  know  at  once  where  they  can  be  found  ?    Have" tra         r+* 
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been  supplied  with  stern  anchors  to  hold  them  in  place  and  afford  a  lee  for  the  land- 
ing of  troops  in  case  of  necessity  when  sea  is  somewhat  rough  ?  What  kind  of  small 
boats  are  supplied  to  each  ship  for  the  landing  of  the  troops  of  that  shipf  Has  a 
list  been  made  of  them  and  the  total  number  of  men  they  can  safely  land  at  one 
time?  Have  stores  been  put  upon  transports  with  a  view  that  each  organization's 
should  be  complete  ? 

The  great  importance  of  these  details  can  not  be  overestimated.  In  landing,  stores 
intended  for  one  command  are  liable  to  be  sent  to  another,  and  the  necessity  of 
having  stores  that  may  be  needed  accessible  at  once  is  manifest. 

I  would  suggest  that  thorough  attention  be  required  to  every  detail  in  order  to 

insure  perfect  order  in  the  disembarking  of  your  command. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Miles, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
Gren.  William  E.  Shatter, 

Port  Tampa,  Fla. 

The  following  dispatch  was  received  Jane  15 : 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  15, 1898. 
Majop-General  MiLBS,  Tampa,  Fla.: 
Important  business  requires  your  presence  here;  report  at  once.     Answer, 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  ffar. 

On  June  24, 1898,  I  submitted  a  plan  of  campaign  as  follows: 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  S4,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

With  the  capture  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  it  is  expected  we  will  have  several  thousand 
Spanish  prisoners;  and  with  the  capture  of  the  second  objective  position  (Puerto 
Rico),  now  under  consideration,  it  is  expected  we  will  add  to  the  number,  making, 
it  is  hoped,  in  the  aggregate  at  least  30,000  prisoners. 

After  the  capture  of  the  position  next  after  Santiago  de  Cnba,  it  would  be,  in  my 
judgment,  advisable  to  take  some  deep-water  harbors  on  the  northern  coast  of  Cuba, 
which  would  be  available,  not  only  for  our  army,  but  also  for  the  navy,  as  safe  ports 
for  our  transports,  supply  ships,  and  naval  vessels  between  Key  West  and  Puerto 
Rico.  It  is  also  important  that  we  should  select  some  point  at  which  to  disembark 
our  mounted  troops  and  light  artillery,  with  which  our  Government  is  well  supplied. 
We  will  have  in  a  few  weeks  upward  of  15,000  cavalry.  This  force,  with  the  light 
artillery  and  a  small  body  of  infantry,  will  make  a  most  formidable  army  corps  with 
which  to  conduct  a  campaign  in  the  interior  of  Cuba. 

The  most  available  point,  it  appears  to  me,  would  be  the  harbor  of  Neuvitas,  which 
has  28J  feet  of  water.  From  there  the  command  could  move  to  Puerto  Principe,  one 
of  the  principal  cities  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  Using  that  as  a  base,  it  could  move 
through  the  rolling  country,  which  is  reported  to  he  free  from  yellow  fever,  to  Mor6n 
and  Taguayabdn,  and  thence  to  Villa  Clara ;  or,  by  a  more  southern  route,  from  Puerto 
Principe  to  Ciego  de  Avila ;  thence  to  Spiritus,  and  thence  to  Villa  Clara.  A  road 
could  he  built  at  the  rate  of  5  miles  per  day  as  that  army  corps  marches ;  also  we 
would  find  two  railroad  bases  between  Puerto  Principe  and  Villa  Clara. 

To  move  mounted  troops  over  ftom  Florida  to  Cuba  and  make  this  march  would 
undoubtedly  consume  the  time  up  to  nearly  the  30th  of  September. 

This  army  corps  would  also  have  the  assistance  of  all  the  available  forces  of  Garcia 
and  G6mez,  and  would  by  that  time  be  occupying  practically  two-thirds  of  the 
Island  of  Cnba. 

If  no  serious  force  was  encountered  this  army  corps  could  continue  its  march  to 
the  south  side  of  Havana.  If  a  large  force  of  Spanish  troops,  sufScieot  to  check  its 
march,  was  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Villa  Clara,  then  the  entire  army  with  which 
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we  purpose  to  invade  Cuba  could  be  moved  between  the  foroeij  at  Villa  Clara  and 
Havana,  dividing  the  Spanish  forces  and  defeating  them  in  detail. 

I  make  this  suggestion  as  having  three  advantages :  First,  we  could  employ  at 
reasonable  compensation  such  prisoners  as  desired  occupation  in  road  building;  sec- 
ond, we  could  move  into  the  interior  of  Cuba  our  large  cavalry  command  without 
serious  molestation;  third,  we  would  be  operating  during  the  rainy  or  sickly  season 
in  the  most  healthful  parts  of  Cuba,  practically  free  from  yellow  fever,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  occupying  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy's  territory. 

If  this  proposition  does  not  meet  with  favor,  then,  after  the  capture  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba  and  other  places  to  the  east,  we  could  move  the  entire  force  to  the  west  of 
Havana  and  conduct  the  campaign  from  the  deep  harbors  on  that  coast.  My  judg- 
ment, however,  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  first  plan  of  campaign. 

Before  reaching  Villa  Clara  we  would  undoubtedly  have  upwards  of  50,000  prison- 
ers, and  if  we  could,  by  judicious,  humane  treatment,  use  them  in  a  way  that  would 
be  advantageous  to  themselves  as  well  as  to  our  interests,  I  think  it  would  be  advis- 
able. There  would  be  one  great  danger  in  moving  them  to  our  own  territory  and 
establishing  a  large  camp  of  prisoners,  and  that  is,  that  they  would  bring  the  germs 
of  disease  with  them  and  spread  them  among  our  own  people,  as  many  Americans 
would  have  to  be  employed  on  the  ships  and  railroads,  together  with  the  guards 
necessary  to  control  them. 

Very  respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major- General  Commanding. 

The  Secretary  of  War. 

The  main  features  of  the  above  plan  of  campaign  were  submitted  in 
my  letters  of  May  26  and  27. 

The  following  order  was  received  to  organize  an  expedition  for  opera- 
tion against  the  enemy  in  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico: 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  S6, 1898. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  President  an  expedition  will  be  organized  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Major-General  Brooke,  United 
States  Army,  consisting  of  three  divisions  taken  from  the  troops  best  equipped  in 
the  First  and  Third  Army  Corps  and  two  divisions  from  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  for 
movement  and  operation  against  the  enemy  in  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico.  The  command 
under  Major-General  Shafter,  or  such  part  thereof  as  can  be  spared  from  the  work 
now  in  hand,  will  join  the  foregoing  expedition,  and  you  will  command  the  forces 
thus  united  in  person. 

Transports  for  this  service  will  be  assembled  at  Tampa  with  the  least  possible 
delay.  The  naval  forces  will  furnish  convoy,  and  cooperate  with  you  in  accomplish- 
ing the  object  in  view.  You  will  place  yourself  in  close  touch  with  the  senior  ofScer 
of  the  Navy  in  those  waters,  with  the  view  to  harmonious  and  forceful  action. 

Estimates  will  be  made  by  you  immediately  in  the  several  staflf  departments  for 
the  necessary  supplies  and  subsistence,  such  estimates  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

For  the  information  of  the  President,  copies  of  all  orders  and  instructions  given 
by  you  from  time  to  time  will  be  forwarded  on  the  day  of  their  issue  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army.  Also  daily  reports  of  the  state  and  condition  of  your  com- 
mand will  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  direct. 

It  is  important  that  immediate  preparation  be  made  for  this  movement  and  when 
ready,  report  to  this  Department  for  further  instructions.  '         ' 

Very  respectfully,  "  r.  ^  ^^^^^ 

Secretary  of  War 
Maj.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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While  these  movements  were  in  progress  the  capture  of  Puerto  Eico 
had  already  been  determined  upon  and  transports  were  being  gathered 
for  an  expedition  for  that  purpose.  It  was  my  opinion  that  during  the 
interim  before  such  an  expedition  could  be  equipped  and  organized,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  utilize  a  small  portion  of  the  troops  then  avail- 
able\at  Tampa  to  take  the  Isle  of  Pines,  off  the  south  coast  of  Cuba. 
It  was  then  occupied  by  a  very  small  force  of  Spanish  troops,  and  was 
being  used  as  a  base  for  smuggling  supplies  to  the  Island  of  Cuba.  It 
was  advisable,  in  my  opinion,  to  take  the  Isle  of  Pines,  as  it  was  a 
healthful  sanitarium,  entirely  free  from  yellow  fever,  swept  by  the  ocean 
breezes,  had  a  high  altitude,  and,  there  being  large  public  buildings  on 
the  island,  it  would  have  been  most  suitable  for  large  hospitals  and 
camps  of  prisoners.  I  also  deemed  it  advisable  to  take  the  deep-water 
harbor  of  Nipe,  on  the  north  coast  of  eastern  Cuba,  in  order  to  make 
it  available  for  our  naval  ships  and  transports  in  case  of  hurricanes, 
which  were  liable  to  occur  at  that  season  of  the  year,  and  also  for  use  as 
a  coaling  station. 

The  yeUow  fever  at  this  time  had  broken  out  in  Mississippi,  and  it 
was  feared  it  might  spread  over  the  Southern  States.  The  safety  of 
the  military  camps  was  then  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  after 
consulting  with  the  best  authorities  I  advised  that  the  troops  at  Mobile 
be  sent  to  Mount  Vernon,  Ala.,  which  has  been  a  refuge  for  the  garri- 
sons on  the  Gulf  for  many  years ;  also  to  Miami,  on  the  east  coast  of 
Florida,  another  place  of  refuge,  and  also  to  Fernandina,  Fla.,  in 
order  to  isolate  the  troops  as  much  as  possible  from  railroad  centers, 
where  they  would  be  likely  to  become  infected  by  the  traveling  public. 
I  also  recommended  that  a  portion  of  the  troops  at  Chickamauga  be 
sent  to  Fernandina  and  also  to  Puerto  Eico,  and  at  the  same  time  sug- 
gested that  troops  be  stationed  in  the  Loudoun  and  Shenandoah  val- 
leys, in  the  vicinity  of  Antietam,  and  on  Long  Island  Sound.  These 
recommendations  were  made  in  order  to  avoid  overcrowding  the  larger 
camps  at  Chickamauga  and  Camp  Alger. 

During  this  time  Lieutenant  Eowan  had  returned  from  his  journey 
to  Cuba,  bringing  with  him  to  Washington  Brigadier-General  Collazo 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hernandez,  of  General  Garcia's  staff.  He  also 
brought  very  important  information  concerning  the  active  operations  of 
the  Cubans  against  the  Spanish  troops,  and  the  location  and  strength  of 
the  Spanish  forces  in  the  eastern  part  of  Cuba,  numbering  at  that  time 
some  31,000  men.  The  two  Cuban  ofi&cers  mentioned  accompanied  me 
to  Tampa,  and  Colonel  Hernandez,  having  received  permission  from  the 
Navy  Department  to  be  conveyed  by  a  United  States  vessel  to  the 
harbor  of  Banes,  carried  the  following  letter  from  me  to  General  Garcia: 

Headquarters  op  the  Army, 
In  the  Field,  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  S,  1898. 
Dear  General:  I  am  very  glad  to  have  received  your  officers,  General  Enrique 
Collazo  and  Lieut.  Col.  Carlos  Heruiindez.tlie  latter  of  whom  returns  to-night  with 
onr  hest  wishes  tor  your  success. 
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It  would  be  a  very  great  assistance  if  you  could  have  as  large  a  force  as  possible 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  communicate  any  information, 
by  signals,  which  Colonel  HemSudez  will  explain  to  you,  either  to  our  navy  or  to 
our  army  on  its  arrival,  which  we  hope  will  be  before  many  days. 

It  would  also  assist  us  very  much  if  you  could  drive  in  and  harass  any  Spanish 
troops  near  or  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,  threatening  or  attacking  them  at  all  points,  and 
preventing,  by  every  means,  any  possible  reenforcement  coming,  to  that  garrison. 
While  this  is  being  done,  and  before  the  arrival  of  our  army,  if  you  can  seize  and, 
hold  any  commanding  position  to  the  east  or  west  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  or  both,  that 
would  be  advantageous  for  the  use  of  our  artillery,  it  will  be  exceedingly  gratifying 
to  us. 

With  great  respect  and  best  wishes,  I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding  United  States  Army. 

Lieutenant-General  GabcIa,  Cuban  Army. 

This  letter  was  sent  in  anticipation  of  the  movement  of  the  command 
under  General  Shafter,  which  sailed  twelve  days  later.  Colonel  Her- 
nandez left  Key  West  with  it  June  2;  General  Garcia  received  it  Jane 
6,  and  I  received  his  reply  by  cable  June  9,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

Mole  St.  Nicholas  (via  Washington),  June  9,  1898. 
General  Miles, 

Commanding  United  States  Army: 

Garola's  reply  on  June  6  to  your  letter  of  June  2: 

"Will  take  measures  at  once  to  carry  out  your  recommendation,  but  concentration 
of  force  will  require  some  time.  Roads  bad  and  Cubans  scattered.  Will  march 
without  delay.  Santiago  d  Cuba  well  fortified  with  advanced  intrenchments,  but 
believe  good  artillery  position  can  be  taken.  Spanish  force  approximate  12,000 
between  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  GuantSinamo,  3,000  militia.  Will  maintain  a  Cuban 
force  near  Holgulil  to  prevent  sending  reenforcements  to  Santiago." 

The  above  given  to  me  by  Admiral  Sampson  to  forward  to  you. 

Allen. 

Also,  the  following  is  an  extract  from  a  cablegram  from  Admiral 
Sampson  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ifavy,  which  was  repeated  to  me  at 
Tampa,  June  12,  for  my  information: 

Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Ha'iti. 

General  Miles's  letter  received  through  Colonel  Hernandez  on  June  6.  Garcia 
regards  his  wishes  and  suggestions  as  orders,  and  immediately  will  take  measures 
to  concentrate  forces  at  the  points  indicated,  but  he  is  unable  to  do  so  as  early  as 
desired  on  account  of  his  expedition  to  Banes  Port,  Cuba,  but  he  will  march  with- 
out delay.  All  of  his  subordinates  are  ordered  to  assist  to  disembark  the  United 
States  troops  and  to  place  themselves  under  orders.  Santiago  de  Cuba  well  fortified, 
with  advanced  intrenchments,  but  he  believes  position  for  artillery  can  be  taken  as 
Miles  desires.  (Approximate;  twelve  thousand  (12,000)  regulars  and  three  thousand 
(3,000)  militia  between  Santiago  and  GuantSnailio.  He  has  sent  force  in  order  to 
prevent  aid  going  to  Santiago  from  Holguln.  Repeats  every  assurance  of  good  will 
and  desires  to  second  plans.  ' 

Sampson. 
It  will  be  observed  that  General  Garcia  regarded  my  requests  as  his 
orders,  and  promptly  took  steps  to  execute  the  plan  of  operations.    He 
sent  3,000  men  to  check  any  movement  of  the  12,000  Spaniards  sta- 
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tioned  at  Holguin.  A  portion  of  this  latter  force  started  to  the  relief 
of  the  garrison  at  Santiago,  but  was  successfully  checked  and  turned 
back  by  the  Cuban  forces  under  General  Feria.  General  Garcia  also 
sent  2,000  men,  under  P6rez,  to  oppose  the  6,000  Spaniards  at  Guan- 
tdnamo,  and  they  were  successful  in  their  object.  He  also  sent  1,000 
men,  under  General  Rios,  against  the  6,000  men  at  Manzanillo.  Of  this 
garrison,  3,500  started  to  reenforce  the  garrison  at  Santiago,  and  were 
engaged  in  no  less  than  thirty  combats  with  the  Cubans  on  their  way 
before  reaching  Santiago,  and  would  have  been  stopped  had  General 
Garcia's  request  of  June  27  been  granted.  With  an  additional  force  of 
5,000  men  General  Garcia  besieged  the  garrison  of  Santiago,  taking  up 
a  strong  position  on  the  west  side  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  harbor, 
and  he  afterwards  received  General  Shafter  and  Admiral  Sampson  at 
his  camp  near  that  place.  He  had  troops  in  the  rear,  as  well  as  on  both 
sides  of  the  garrison  at  Santiago  before  the  arrival  of  our  troops. 

The  expedition  against  Santiago,  commanded  by  Major-General 
Shafter,  landed  at  Daiquiri  and  Siboney  June  22,  23,  and  24.  The 
subsequent  movements  of  the  expedition  against  the  garrison  of  San- 
tiago have  been  described  in  the  several  communications  and  reports 
of  commanding  officers  there  engaged. 

On  July  2  the  following  dispatch  was  received: 

Siboney,  via  Plata  del  Estb,  July  1,  1898. 
Adjutant-Genbkal's  Office,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Had  a  very  heavy  engagement  to-day,  which  lasted  from  8  a.  m.  till  sundown.  We 
have  carried  their  outer  works  and  are  now  in  possession  of  them.  There  is  now 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  open  country  between  my  Unes  and  city.  By 
morning  troops  will  be  intrenched  and  considerable  augmentation  of  force  will  be 
there.  General  Lawton's  division  and  General  Bates's  brigade,  which  have  been 
engaged  all  day  in  carrying  El  Caney,  which  was  accomplished  at  4  p.  m.,  will  be 
in  line  and  in  front  of  Santiago  during  the  night.  I  regret  to  say  that  our  casualties 
will  be  above  400.     Of  these  not  many  are  killed. 

W.  S.  Shafter,  Major-General. 

And  on  the  next  day,  the  following  dispatch  was  received: 

Plata  del  Este,  July  S,  1898. 
The  Secretart  op  War,  Washington: 

We  have  the  town  well  invested  on  the  north  and  east,  but  with  a  very  thin  line. 
Upon  approaching  it  we  find  it  of  such  a  character  and  the  defenses  so  strong  it  wiU 
be  impossible  to  carry  it  by  storm  with  my  present  force,  and  I  am  seriously  consid- 
ering withdrawing  about  5  miles  and  taking  up  a  new  position  on  the  high  ground 
between  the  San  Juan  Eiver  and  Siboney,  with  our  left  at  Sardinero,  so  as  to  get  our 
BuppUes  to  a  large  extent  by  means  of  the  railroad,  which  we  can  use,  having  engines 
and  cars  at  Siboney.  Our  losses  up  to  date  will  aggregate  a  thousand,  but  list  has 
not  yet  been  made ;  but  little  sickness  outside  of  exhaustion  from  intense  heat  and 
exertion  of  the  battle  of  the  day  before  yesterday  and  the  almost  constant  fire  which 
is  kept  up  on  the  trenches.  Wagon  road  to  the  rear  is  kept  up  with  some  difficulty 
on  account  of  rains,  but  I  will  be  able  to  use  it  for  the  present.  General  Wheeler  is 
seriously  ill,  and  will  probably  have  to  go  to  the  rear  to-day.  General  Young  also 
very  ill  confined  to  his  bed.  General  Hawkins  slightly  wounded  in  foot.  During 
sortie  enemy  made  last  night,  which  was  handsomely  repulsed,  the  behavior  of  the 
2  M  G 
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regular  troops  was  magnificent.  I  am  urging  Admiral  Sampson  to  attempt  to  force 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  will  have  a  consultation  with  him  this  morning. 
He  is  coming  to  the  front  to  see  me.  I  have  heen  unable  to  be  out  during  the  heat  of 
the  day  for  four  days,  but  am  retaining  the  command.  General  Garcia  reported  he 
holds  the  railroad  from  Santiago  to  San  Luis,  and  has  burned  a  bridge  and  removed 
some  rails;  also  that  General  Pando  has  arrived  at  Palma,  and  that  the  French  con- 
sul with  about  four  hundred  French  citizens  came  into  his  lines  yesterday  from  San- 
tiago.   Have  directed  him  to  treat  them  with  every  courtesy  possible. 

Shaptbr,  Major-General. 

11.44  A.  M. 

To  whioli  I  cabled  the  following  answer : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  3,  1898. 
General  Shaptbr,  Playa  del  Bate,  Cuba  : 

Accept  my  hearty  congratulations  on  the  record  made  of  magnificent  fortitude, 
gallantry,  and  sacrifice  displayed  in  the  desperate  fighting  of  the  troops  before  San- 
tiago. I  realize  the  hardships,  difficulties,  and  sufferings,  and  am  proud  that  amid 
those  terrible  scenes  the  troops  illustrated  such  fearless  and  patriotic  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  our  common  country  and  flag.  Whatever  the  results  to  foUow  their 
unsurpassed  deeds  of  valor,  the  past  is  already  a  gratifying  chapter  of  history.  I 
expect  to  be  with  you  within  one  week  with  strong  reinforcements. 

Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Santiago,  Playa,  July  4,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Commanding  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  Washington  : 
I  thank  you  in  the  name  of  the  gallant  men  I  have  the  honor  to  command  for 
splendid  tribute  of  praise  which  you  have  accorded  them-.  They  bore  themselves  as 
American  soldiers  always  have.  Your  telegram  wiU  be  published  at  the  head  of  the 
regiments  in  the  morning.  I  feel  that  I  am  master  of  the  situation  and  can  hold 
the  enemy  for  any  length  of  time.  I  am  delighted  to  know  that  you  are  coming 
that  you  may  see  for  yourself  the  obstacles  which  this  army  had  to  overcome.  My 
only  regret  is  the  great  number  of  gallant  souls  who  have  given  their  lives  for  our 
country's  cause. 

Shatter. 

The  following  dispatch  was  also  received  from  General  Shafter: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  San  Juan  River, 

Via  Sditi,  Playa  del  Bate,  July  4,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

If  Sampson  will  force  an  entrance  with  all  his  fleet  to  the  upper  bay  of  Santiago 
we  can  take  the  place  within  a  few  hours.  Underthese  conditions  I  believe  the  town 
will  surrender.  If  the  Army  is  to  take  the  place  I  want  15,000  troops  speedily,  and 
it  is  not  certain  that  they  can  be  landed,  as  it  is  getting  stormy.  Sure  and  speedy 
way  is  through  the  bay.    Am  now  in  position  to  do  my  part. 

Shafter,  Major-General. 
On  receipt  of  these  communications  it  was  decided  that  I  should  go 
immediately  to  Santiago  with  the  reenforcements  already  en  route  and 
that  were  being  moved  as  rapidly  as  possible.    Before  leaving  Wash- 
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ington  it  was  my  purpose  to  land  sufficient  forces  on  the  west  side  of 
the  harbor  of  Santiago  to  either  open  the  entrance  to  our  fleet  or  enfi- 
lade the  enemy's  line  and  take  their  position  in  reverse.  I  left  Wash- 
ington on  the  evening  of  July  7,  arrived  at  Columbia  at  5  p.  m.  on  the 
8th;  thence  took  a  special  train  to  Charleston,  reaching  there  in  time 
to  go  on  board  the  fast  steamer  Yale,  already  loaded  with  1,500  troops, 
and,  with  the  steamer  Columbia  accompanying,  arrived  opposite  the 
entrance  of  Santiago  Harbor  on  the  morning  of  July  11.  The  fleet 
under  command  of  Admiral  Sampson  was  then  bombarding  the  Span- 
ish position.  Before  reaching  Santiago  I  prepared  the  following  note 
to  Admiral  Sampson  and  forwarded  it  to  him  by  Captain  Wise,  com- 
mander of  the  Yale,  immediately  upon  our  arrival.  Admiral  Sampson 
was  then  on  board  the  flagship  JVew  York,  in  close  proximity  to  the 
entrance  of  Santiago  Harbor,  and  in  ftill  view  of  Morro  Castle. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  on  Board  U.  S.  S.  Yale, 

Off  Siboney,  Cuta,  July  11,  1898. 
Admiral  Sampson, 

Commanding  United  States  Fleet. 
Sir:  I  desire  to  land  troops  from  the  Tale,  Columbia,  and  Duchesse  to  the  west  of 
the  hay  of  Santiago  Harbor,  and  follow  it  up  with  additional  troops,  moving  east 
against  the  Spanish  troops  defending  Santiago  on  the  west.  I  will  be  glad  if  you 
can  designate  the  most  available  point  for  disembarking  the  troops,  and  render  all 
the  assistance  practicable  to  the  troops  as  they  move  east. 
Very  respectfully, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Admiral  Sampson  immediately  came  on  board  the  Yale.  I  explained 
to  him  the  purpose  of  my  presence  and  told  him  that  I  desired  the 
cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  plan  above  stated.  He  cordially  acqui- 
esced in  the  plan,  and  oft'ered  every  assistance  of  his  fleet  to  cover  the 
debarkation  of  the  troops  and  also  to  enfilade  the  Spanish  position  with 
the  guns  of  the  ships.  When  this  arrangement  had  been  concluded,  I 
went  on  shore  and  opened  communication  with  General  Shafter.  I 
asked  him  if  he  had  sufficient  troops  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor  of 
Santiago  to  maintain  his  position,  and  he  replied  that  he  had.  I  then 
gave  directions  for  General  Garretson  to  disembark  all  the  troopa  on 
the  Yale,  Columbia,  and  other  transports  that  were  there  or  expected 
to  arrive,  viz,  the  Duchesse  and  Rita,  whenever  he  should  receive  orders. 

On  the  following  morning  I  rode  from  Siboney  to  the  headquarters  of 
General  Shafter.  After  consulting  with  him,  he  sent  a  communication 
to  General  Toral,  saying  that  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Ameri- 
can Army  had  arrived  in  his  camp  with  reenforcements,  and  that  we 
desired  to  meet  him  between  the  lines  at  any  time  agreeable  to  him. 
He  repUed  that  he  would  see  us  at  12  o'clock  the  following  day.  That 
evening  I  became  apprised  of  the  fact  that  negotiations  regarding  a 
surrender  had  been  pending  between  the  commanding  general  and  the 
Spanish  commander,  bat  no  definite  conclusions  had  been  reached. 
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Before  leaving  Washington  I  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  yellow  fever 
had  developed  among  our  troops  and  by  this  time  learned  that  it  had 
spread  so  much  that  there  were  over  a  hundred  cases,  and  the  medical 
oflBcers  were  undecided  as  to  the  extent  it  might  cripple  the  command. 
This  was  the  most  serious  feature  of  the  situation,  and  impressed  me 
with  the  importance  of  the  fact  that  prompt  action  should  be  taken, 
and  I  so  informed  the  authorities  by  cable,  suggesting  that  it  was  a 
case  where  discretionary  authority  should  be  granted. 

At  the  appointed  time,  accompanied  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Gilmore  and 
Lieut.  Col.  Marion  P.  Mans,  of  my  staff,  Major-General  Shafter,  two  of 
his  staff  officers,  and  Major-General  Wheeler,  and  Lieutenant  Wheeler, 
aid-de-camp,  I  met  the  Spanish  general,  Toral,  with  two  of  his  staff 
officers  and  an  interpreter.  After  some  conversation  between  General 
Toral  and  General  Shafter,  I  informed  General  Toral  distinctly  that  I  had 
left  Washington  six  days  before;  that  it  was  then  the  determination  of 
the  Government  that  this  portion  of  the  Spanish  forces  must  either  be 
destroyed  or  captured ;  that  I  was  there  with  sufficient  reenforcements 
to  accomplish  that  object,  and  that  if  this  was  not  the  case  any  number 
of  troops  would  be  brought  there  as  fast  as  steamers  could  bring  them 
if  it  took  50,000  men.  I  told  him  that  we  offered  him  liberal  terms, 
namely,  to  return  his  troops  to  Spain ;  and  I  also  pointed  out  the  fact 
that  this  was  the  only  way  in  which  his  forces  could  return,  they  being 
on  an  island  3,000  miles  away  from  their  own  country  with  no  means  of 
succor.  He  said  that  under  the  Spanish  law  he  was  not  permitted  to 
surrender  as  long  as  he  had  ammunition  and  food,  and  that  he  must 
maintain  the  honor  of  the  Spanish  arms.  My  reply  was  that  he  had 
already  accomplished  that;  that  he  must  now  surrender  or  take  the 
consequences,  and  that  I  would  give  him  until  daylight  the  next  morn- 
ing to  decide.  He  appealed  for  longer  time,  saying  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  communicate  with  his  superiors,  and  upon  his  request  I 
granted  him  until  12  o'clock  noon. 

After  thoroughly  examining  the  entire  position  and  riding  along  the 
trenches  from  right  to  left,  1  returned  to  General  Shafter's  headquarters. 
Before  reaching  that  point  I  received  the  following  cablegram  from 
Washington  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  evening  before : 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  IS,  1898.    (Received  2.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  Miles  : 

You  may  accept  surrender  by  granting  parole  to  officers  and  men,  the  officers 
retaining  their  side  arms.  The  officers  and  men  after  parole  to  return  to  Spain,  the 
United  States  assisting.  If  not  accepted,  then  assault,  unless  in  your  judgment  an 
assault  would  fail.  Consult  with  Sampson  and  pursue  such  course  as  to  the  assault 
as  you  jointly  agree  upon.    Matter  should  be  settled  promptly. 

R.  A.  Alger, 

Setiretars  of  War. 

This  left  the  matter  entirely  to  my  discretion — to  accept  surrender 
order  an  assault,  or  withhold  the  same.    I  sent  the  following  telegram 
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to  Admiral  Sampson,  again  requesting  him  to  be  ready  to  cover  the 
landing  of  the  troops,  in  accordance  with  our  previous  arrangement, 
and  fixing  the  time  at  12  o'clock  the  following  day: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  IS,  1898. 
Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Sir:  Please  have  General  Henry's  command,  now  on  Yale,  Columhia,  and  Duchesse, 
ready  to  disembark  at  noon  to-morrow  at  Cabanas.    Telegraph  notification  will  be 
sent  you  at  flag  station,  also  at  Siboney,  when  to  commence  the  debarkation. 
Very  respectfully. 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding  United  States  Army. 

I  also  sent  the  following  telegrams  to  General  Henry,  whom  I  had 
placed  in  command  of  all  the  infantry  and  artillery  then  on  board 
transports : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Camp  near  Santiago,  July  IS,  1898. 
General  Henry,  Commanding  Division : 

Have  asked  Admiral  Sampson  to  be  prepared  to  cover  your  debarkation  at  Cabanas 
to-morrow  after  12  noon  in  case  Spaniards  do  not  surrender.  Notification  will  be 
sent  him  by  telegraph  and  signal  when  your  troops  should  go  ashore.  Make  the 
best  use  of  your  troops  against  the  Spanish  troops.  Avoid  surprise  or  exposing  your 
troops  to  artillery  fire. 

Miles,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Camp  near  Santiago,  July  IS,  1898. 
General  Henry,  Siboney,  Cuba  : 

Major-General  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  all  movements  against 

the  enemy  are  suspended  until  12  noon  to-morrow. 

J.  C.  Gilmore,  Brigadier-General. 

On  the  morning  of  July  14,  Admiral  Sampson's  fleet  was  in  position 
to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops  from  the  transports,  which  were  in 
the  rear  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  small  harbor  of  Cabanas,  about 
2J  miles  west  from  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Santiago.  The  ground 
between  the  harbor  of  Cabanas  and  the  right  flank  of  General  Shatter's 
command  on  the  north  side  of  the  Bay  of  Santiago,  a  distance  of  between 
6  and  7  miles,  had  been  occupied  by  a  small  force  of  Cuban  troops,  and 
it  was  my  purpose  to  occupy  this  ground  with  a  strong  body  of  infantry, 
and  with  some  24  pieces  of  artillery,  where  the  latter  could  easily  reach 
Morro  Castle,  as  well  as  enfilade  the  Spanish  lines  in  front  of  General 
Lawton's  division.  The  Spanish  commander  was  well  aware  of  our 
designs,  as  the  position  and  movements  of  the  fleet  had  been  in  full 
view  of  the  ofBcers  commanding  his  troops,  and  they  had  reported  to 
him  having  seen  57  vessels,  some  of  them  loaded  with  troops,  menacing 
that  part  of  his  position. 
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Before  the  time,  12  o'clock  on  July  14,  the  following  letter  was 

received  from  General  Toral : 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  14, 1898. 

HONOKED  Sir  :  His  excellency  the  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  telegraphs  from  Havana  yesterday  at  7  p.  m.  the  following :  "  Believing  the  busi- 
ness of  such  importance  as  the  capitulation  of  that  place  should  be  known  and 
decided  upon  by  the  Government  of  His  Majesty,  I  give  you  notice  that  I  have  sent 
the  conditions  of  your  telegram,  asking  an  immediate  answer  and  enabling  you  also 
to  show  this  to  the  General  of  the  American  army  to  see  if  he  will  agree  to  await  the 
answer  of  the  Government,  which  can  not  be  as  soon  as  the  time  which  he  has  decided, 
as  communication  by  way  of  Bermuda  is  more  slow  than  by  Key  "West.  In  the  mean- 
while your  honor  and  the  General  of  the  American  army  may  agree  upon  capitula- 
tion on  the  basis  of  repatriation  [returning  to  Spain] ."  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
this  to  you,  in  case  you  may  [consider]  the  foregoing  satisfactory,  that  we  may  desig- 
nate persons  in  representation  of  himself,  who,  with  those  in  my  name,  agree  to 
clauses  of  the  capitulation  upon  the  basis  of  the  return  to  Spain,  accepted  already  in 
the  beginning  by  the  general  in  chief  of  this  army. 

Awaiting  a  reply,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  servant, 

Jos^  ToRAL,  etc. 

Gekekal  in  Chief  of  the  American  Forces. 

On  meeting  General  Toral  by  appointment  at  12  o'clock  that  day 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  at  the  same  place  as  before,  he  stated  that  he 
was  prepared  to  surrender  his  command,  and  that  such  action  was 
approved  by  Captain-Geueral  Blanco,  who  had  authorized  him  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  agree  upon  the  clauses  of  capitulation,  which 
he  was  prepared  to  do,  but  that  before  final  action  it  was  proper  that 
the  Government  at  Madrid  should  know  and  approve  what  was  done. 
He  said,  however,  that  he  was  sure  that  the  Government  would  not 
fail  to  indorse  his  action.  His  manner  was  so  sincere  and  the  language 
of  General  Blanco  so  positive,  that  I  felt  no  hesitancy  in  accepting  it 
in  good  faith,  and  stated  that  we  would  accept  the  surrender,  under  the 
condition  that  the  Spanish  troops  should  be  repatriated  by  the  United 
States.  General  Toral  stated  that  he  would  surrender  all  the  troops 
in  the  department  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  many  of  them  from  70  to  100 
miles  distant  and  against  whom  not  a  shot  had  been  fired;  yet  the 
activity  of  the  Cuban  troops  and  their  dispositions  had  been  such  as 
to  render  the  Spanish  positions  exceedingly  perilous.  This  desirable 
result  I  regarded  as  an  accomplished  fact,  and  sent  the  following 
telegram : 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  United  States  Army, 

Before  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  14,  18S8— 12.55  p.  m. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 

General  Toral  formally  surrendered  the  troops  of  his  army  corps  and  division  of 
Santiago  on  the  terms  and  understanding  that  his  troops  would  be  returned  to 
Spain.  General  Shafter  will  appoint  commissioners  to  draw  up  the  conditions  of 
arrangement  for  carrying  out  the  terms  of  surrender.  This  is  very  gratifying,  and 
General  Shafter  and  the  offtcers  and  men  of  this  command  are  entitled  to  great 
credit  for  their  tenacity,  fortitude,  and  in  overcoming  almost  insuperable  obstacles 
which  they  have  encountered.  A  portion  of  the  army  has  been  infected  with  yellow 
fever,  and  efforts  will  be  made  to  separate  those  who  are  infected  and  those  free 
from  it,  and  to  keep  those  which  are  still  on  board  ship  separated  from  those  on 
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shore.     Arrangements  will  Le  immediately  made  for  carrying  out  tlae  further  inatruc- 
tions  of  the  President  and  yourself. 

MiLBS, 

Major-General,  Commanding  the  Army. 

and  informed  General  Shafter  that  he  could  appoint  the  commissioners. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  United  Sta-tes  Army, 

Before  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  14, 1898. 
Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  appoint  commissioners  to  draw  up  articles  of  capitu- 
lation on  the  terms  upon  which  the  Spanish  division  has  surrendered,  namely,  the 
return  of  the  Spanish  troops  to  Spain  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  The 
Spanish  troops  will  be  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  assembled 
at  such  place  as  may  be  available  for  their  embarkation  on  the  arrival  of  the  neces- 
sary transportation. 

The  attention  of  the  commissioners  should  be  called  to  the  importance  of  the 

return  of  the  people  that  have  fled  from  the  city  of  Santiago  and  supplying  them 

with  food. 

The  sending  of  supplies  into  the  harbor  on  the  Red  Cross  ship  and  other  vessels. 

The  removal  of  all  obstructions  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  or  notification  to  the 

fleet  that  no  obstacle  will  be  placed  in  the  way  of  their  removing  such  obstructions. 

Respectfully, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General,  Commanding  the  Army. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  R.  Shapter, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces. 

After  learning  the  real  condition  of  our  troops  and  their  urgent 
necessities,  I  gave  the  following  instructions : 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  United  States  Army, 

Before  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  14,  1898. 
Sir:  The  Spanish  army  having  surrendered,  the  terms  of  capitulation  will  be  car- 
ried into  effect  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  on  the  understanding  that  these 
troops  will  be  returned  to  Spain  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  You  will, 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  place  such  troops  as  are  not  infected  with  yellow 
fever  in  separate  camps  and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  report  the  number  that  will  be 
available  for  service  with  another  expedition.  Those  organizations  which  have 
been  infected  with  yellow  fever  every  effort  will  be  made  to  improve  their  sanitary 
condition  and  to  check  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  placing  them  in  as  healthy 
camps  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

'Major-General,  Commanding  the  Army. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  R.  Shafter, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  United  States  Army, 

Before  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  14,  1898. 
Sir:  For  a  double  reason  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  isolate  the  troops  that 
have  just  joined  your  command  in  separate  camps  on  healthful  ground,  so  as  to 
keep  them,  if  possible,  free  from  infection  by  yellow  fever.  It  will  also  form  a 
strong  force  to  meet  any  force  that  might  by  any  possibility  come  from  Holgufn. 
Make  your  disposition  accordingly. 

Respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General,  Commanding  the  Army. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  E.  Shafter, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  United  States  Army, 

Before  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  14,  1898.  ' 

Sir  :  The  cavalry  division  are  separated  from  their  horses  and  have  been  doing 

most  extraordinary  service.    If  it  is  possible,  I  desire  to  have  them  separated  from 

the  rest  of  the  command,  and  in  time  they  can  be  put  on  board  ship  and  sent  to 

other  fields,  as  I  desire  to  have  them  remounted  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding  United  States  Army. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  K.  Shaftbr, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

The  following  telegram  was  received : 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  14, 1898. 
Major-General  Miles  : 

The  conditions  are  such,  on  account  of  yellow  fever,  I  have  ordered  all  further  ship- 
ments of  troops  to  Santiago  cease.  We  are  now  arranging  transportation  of  25,000 
men  for  Puerto  Rico.  As  soon  as  matters  are  settled  at  Santiago  I  think  you  had  better 
return  and  go  direct  with  the  expedition.  Yellow  fever  breaking  out  in  camp  at 
Santiago  will,  I  fear,  deprive  you  of  the  use  of  our  forces  there;  however,  can  be 
determined  later.  As  soon  as  Santiago  falls,  the  troops  must  all  be  put  in  camp  as 
comfortable  as  they  can  be  made,  and  remain,  I  suppose,  until  the  fever  has  had  its 
run.  It  is  the  most  difficult  problem  to  solve,  but  we  are  sure  you  and  General 
Shafter,  with  the  aid  of  the  surgeons  in  charge,  will  do  all  that  can  be  done.  Have 
ordered  two  immune  regiments  to  Santiago.  They  will  be  colored  regiments ;  seems 
to  me  will  answer  to  garrison  the  places  as  long  as  our  forces  have  to  remain  there. 

R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 

and  answered  as  follows : 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  United  States  Army, 

Before  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  14,  1898 — 1.40  p.  m. 
Hon.  Secretary  op  War, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
Your  second  dispatch  received.  Have  already  anticipated  in  part  by  giving  direc- 
tions for  separating  the  troops  that  have  been  infected  and  kept  the  troops  that 
came  on  the  Yale,  Columbia,  Duehesse,  and  part  of  those  on  the  Comanche  ready  to 
disembark  at  Cabanas,  on  the  west  side,  where  I  had  made  all  arrangements  for  put- 
ting the  troops  in  on  that  side  of  the  harbor  and  opening  the  entrance  to  the  bay  in 
conjunction  with  Admiral  Sampson.  I  will  now  keep  these  troops  away  from  the 
infected  districts  and  will  probably  let  them  go  ashore  at  Guantanamo.  Other 
vessels  en  route  will  go  into  the  harbor  at  Guantanamo.  Presume  that  -will  be  a 
good  rendezvous,  at  least  for  the  troops  coming  from  Tampa.  They  could  come  in 
on  the  south  side  and  go  into  a  safe  harbor  there.  Will  consult  with  the  Admiral 
with  regard  to  rendezvousing  our  troops  at  Puerto  Rico  or  one  of  the  islands  immedi- 
ately adjacent  thereto.     Will  keep  you  fully  apprised  of  any  important  information. 

Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding  the  Army. 

The  following  telegrams  were  also  sent: 

General  Wheeler's  Camp,  July  14,  1898. 
General  Henry,  Siboney,  Cuba:  ,       j      ,       u. 

The  enemy  have  surrendered. 

Gilmore,  Brigadier-General. 
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General  Wheeler's  Camp,  July  14,  1898. 
Admirax  Sampson, 

The  Neiv  Torh,  Siboney,  Cuba: 
The  enemy  have  surrendered.     I  will  be  down  to  see  you  soon. 

Miles,  Major-General. 

I  left  without  delay,  returning  to  General  Shafter's  headquarters, 
and  thence  to  Siboney.  While  en  route  I  became  fully  apprised  of  the 
condition  of  the  troops  at  the  fever  hospitals,  and  recognized  the  great 
need  of  immediate  action  to  relieve  the  threatened  danger  of  the  whole 
command.  I  had  already  given  directions  on  the  11th  of  July  for  the 
destruction  of  the  infected  habitations  at  Siboney  and  other  places,  and 
now  ordered  the  Twenty-fourth  Eegiment  of  United  States  Infantry  to 
the  yellow-fever  hospital  to  police  the  grounds  and  nurse  the  sick.  I 
moved  all  of  the  troops  then  on  board  transports  to  Guant^namo. 

There  was  some  delay  in  the  final  capitulation,  owing  to  the  non- 
agreement  at  first  between  the  two  commissions  as  to  the  disposition 
of  the  small  arms,  but  it  was  finally  settled  by  leaving  it  to  the  decision 
of  our  Government,  upon  the  recommendation  of  our  commissioners 
that  they  should  be  sent  to  Spain  with  the  troops. 

My  chief  desire,  after  being  sure  of  the  surrender  of  the  garrison  at 
Santiago,  was  to  relieve  our  troops  as  speedily  as  possible  by  getting 
them  away  from  the  trenches  and  malarial  grounds  upon  which  they 
were  encamped.    Dispatches  were  received  and  sent  as  follows : 

HbaUquakters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  16, 1898. 
General  Miles  : 
They  surrender.  Shafter. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army,  on  Board  U.  S.  S.  Yale, 

Off  Siboney,  Cuba,  July  16,  1898. 
General  Shafter, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps : 
Congratulate  you  and  the  Army  again.     The  troops  should  change  camps  almost 
daily;  occupying  fresh  ground  until  free  from  the  fever.     I  should  think  ground 
parallel  to  the  railroad,  where  men  could  bathe  in  salt  water,  would  be  good  ground. 
All  blockhouses  or  places  occupied  by  the  Spanish  troops  should  be  burned. 

Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

The  following  indorsement  upon  the  report  of  board  composed  of 
Colonel  Greenleaf,  chief  surgeon  of  the  Army,  Maj.  Louis  A.  La  Garde, 
surgeon,  and  Drs.  Guiteras  and  Parker,  was  transmitted  to  Major- 
General  Shafter,  with  the  following  indorsement: 

Headquarters  of  the  Akmy,  on  Board  U.  S.  S.  Yale, 

Off  Siboney,  Cuba,  July  17, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-G  neral  Shafter,  commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
This  sanitary  recommendation  has  been  drawn  up  by  Colonel  Greenleaf,  chief  sur- 
geon of  the  army,  after  a  consultation  with  the  yellow-fever  experts  on  duty  with 
the  army  and  the  commanding  general  directs  that  it  be  complied  with  as  far  as 
possible  the  main  purpose  being  the  immediate  isolation  of  those  affected  by  the 
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disease  of  yellow  fever  from  the  commands;  second,  frequent  change  of  camp,  and 
in  all  cases  the  selection  of  fresh  ground,  uncontaminated  with  the  disease,  and  in 
every  case,  prior  to  occupation,  the  ground  must  be  rigidly  inspected,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, burned  over;  third,  the  command  must  be  kept  away  from  all  habitations, 
blockhouses,  huts,  and  shanties  of  every  description  that  have  been  occupied  by 
Spanish  or  Cuban  people;  fourth,  the  establishment  of  guards  and  a  rigid  quaran- 
tine, to  keep  all  native  or  Spanish  inhabitants  out  of  any  of  the  camps  and  away 
from  any  intercourse  of  whatever  description  with  the  troops.  This  rule  must  be 
thoroughly  enforced. 

The  commanding  general  further  directs  that  you  make  daily  reports  to  General 
Gilmore,  Adjutant-General  at  Army  headquarters,  of  the  condition  of  your  com- 
mand, and  any  matters  of  importance,  mentioning  specifically  the  number  of  men 
affected  with  yellow  fever,  and  giving  the  organization  to  which  they  belong. 

You  will  also  separate  your  camps,  as  far  as  practicable,  so  that  any  organization 
that  may  be  more  seriously  affected  will  not  contaminate  the  whole  command. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Miles: 

J.  C.  GlLMOKB, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V. 


Hbadquarters  of  the  Army, 

Playa  del  Mste,  July  17,  189S—7  p.  m. 
General  Shaptbr  : 

What  is  the  condition  of  your  command  to-day?  Sent  you  report  of  medical 
board,  with  direction  for  changing  camps,  etc.  If  it  is  thought  more  adyisable  to 
move  troops  to  fresh  camps  on  the  foothills  or  mountain  sides,  and  surgeons  advise, 
act  accordingly. 

The  St.  Paul  should  be  unloaded  immediately,  and  every  transport  unloaded  and 
returned  as  soon  as  possible  as  they  are  needed. 

Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


SiBOTHViY,  July  17,  1898— 8.4S p.m.     (Received  July  18, 1898.) 
General  Miles,  On  Board  Tale: 

Letters  and  orders  in  reference  to  movement  of  camp  received  and  will  be  carried 
out.  None  is  more  anxious  than  myself  to  get  away  from  here.  It  seems,  from  your 
orders  given  me,  that  you  regard  my  force  as  a  part  of  your  command.  Nothing  will 
give  me  greater  pleasure  than  serving  under  you,  General,  and  I  shall  comply  with 
all  your  requests  and  directions,  but  I  was  told  by  the  Secretary  that  you  were  not 
to  supersede  me  in  command  here.  I  will  furnish  the  information  called  for  as  to 
condition  of  command  to  Gilmore,  Adjutant-General,  Army  Headquarters. 

Shafter,  Major-General. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 
Playa  del  Este,  July  18,  1898.     (Sent  about  11.30  a.  m.) 
General  Shafter: 

Telegram  received.  Have  no  desire  and  have  carefully  avoided  any  appearance  of 
superseding  you.  Your  command  is  a  part  of  the  United  States  Army,  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  command,  having  been  duly  assigned  thereto,  and  directed  by  the 
President  to  go  wherever  I  thought  my  presence  required,  and  give  such  general 
directions  as  I  thought  best  concerning  military  matters,  and  especially  directed  to 
go  to  Santiago  for  a  specific  purpose.  You  will  also  notice  that  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  July  13  left  the  matter  to  my  discretion.     I  should  regret  that 


MAJOR-GENERAL    COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  27 

any  event  would  cause  either  yourself  or  any  part  of  your  command  to  cease  to  Toe  a 
part  of  mine. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-Gencral,  Commanding  United  States  Army. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Flaya  del  JEste,  July  18,  1898— IZ  m. 
Skcretaet  or  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Regarding  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  I  think  it  important  to  go  direct  to  Pt. 
r^ardo.  Cape  de  San  Juan.  All  appliances  for  the  expedition  should  be  sent  there 
if  not  already  en  route  to  Santiago. 

Tugs,  lighters,  construction  corps,  engineer  corps  under  Colonel  Black  at  Tampa, 
General  Stone's  boats  now  at  Jacksonville,  artillery,  cavalry,  siege  train,  and 
infantry,  ample  hospital  supplies  and  appliances  and  ambulances,  full  transporta- 
tion for  all  the  organizations,  should  all  be  directed  to  go  to  Puerto  Rico ;  also  ofificers 
to  establish  depots  of  quartermasters,  commissary,  and  ordnance  supplies,  and  quar- 
termaster's funds  to  the  extent  of  $100,000  for  hire  of  native  transportation  and  pur- 
chase of  horses,  should  be  sent. 

Troops  from  the  North  have  been  heretofore  sent,  and  I  would  suggest  that  Kiefer's 
Division,  from  Miami,  Fla.,  or  troops  from  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
Greorgia,  and  Florida  be  sent  as  a  part  of  the  command  to  Puerto  Rico. 

PaymastexB,  with  ample  funds,  should  be  sent  at  once  to  Santiago  and  Puerto  Rico. 

A  strong,  fast,  seagoing  dispatch  boat  should  also  be  sent  to  Puerto  Rico. 

Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army,  On  Board  U.  S.  S.  Yale, 

Guantdnamo  Bay,  Cuba,  July  ZO,  1898. 
General  Shatter,  Commanding  : 

As  there  appears  to  be  a  decided  increase  of  yellow-fever  cases  in  your  present 
location,  a  move  should  be  made  of  the  entire  command  to  the  highest  ground  prac- 
ticable where  the  disease  is  not  prevalent.    In  some  cases  you  can  send  the  troops 
to  the  mountains. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

J.  C.  GiLMORE,  Brigadier-General. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  telegram  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War  concerning  their  condition : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  on  Board  U.  S.  S.  Yale, 

Guantdnamo  Bay,  July  SI,  1898. 
Secretary  of  War, 

WasMngton,  D.  C. : 

There  is  not  a  single  regiment  of  regulars  or  volunteers  with  General  Shafter's 
command  that  is  not  infected  with  yellow  fever,  from  one  case  in  the  Eighth  Ohio  to 
thirty-six  in  the  Thirty-third  Michigan. 

After  consulting  with  best  medical  authorities,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  best  mode 
of  ridding  the  troops  of  the  fever  will  be  as  I  have  directed,  namely,  the  troops  to 
go  up  as  high  into  the  mountains  as  possible,  selecting  fresh  camps  every  day.  If 
this  does  not  check  the  spread  of  the  disease,  the  only  way  of  saving  a  large  portion 
of  the  command  will  be  to  put  them  on  transports  and  ship  them  to  the  New  England 
coast  to  some  point  to  be  designated  by  the  Surgeon-General. 

#  *  *  #  ^f  # 

Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Before  leaving  Siboney  I  issued  the  following  general  field  order: 

General  Field  Orders,  >  Headquarters  of  the  Armt, 

No.  1.  )  Siboney,  Cuba,  July  16,  1898. 

The  gratifying  success  of  the  American  arms  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  some  features 
of  a  professional  character  both  important  and  instructive  are  hereby  announced  to 
the  Army. 

The  declaration  of  war  found  our  country  with  a  small  army  scattered  over  a  vast 
territory.  The  troops  composing  this  army  were  speedily  mobilized  at  Tampa,  Fla. 
Before  it  was  possible  to  properly  equip  a  volunteer  force  strong  appeals  for  aid  came 
from  the  Navy,  which  had  inclosed  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  an  important 
part  of  the  Spanish  fleet.  At  that  time  the  only  efficient  fighting  force  available  was 
the  United  States  Army,  and  in  order  to  organize  a  command  of  sufficient  strength 
the  cavalry  had  to  be  sent  dismounted  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  with  the  infantry  and 
artillery. 

The  expedition  thus  formed  was  placed  under  command  of  Major-General  Shafter. 
Notwithstanding  the  limited  time  to  equip  and  organize  an  expedition  of  this  char- 
acter, there  was  never  displayed  a  nobler  spirit  of  patriotism  and  fortitude  on  the 
part  of  officers  and  men  going  forth  to  maintain  the  honor  of  their  country.  After 
encountering  the  vicissitudes  of  an  ocean  voyage,  they  were  obliged  to  disembark 
on  a  foreign  shore  and  immediately  engage  in  an  aggressive  campaign.  Under 
drenching  storms,  intense  and  prostrating  heat,  within  a  fever-afflicted  district, 
with  little  comfort  or  rest,  either  by  day  or  night,  they  pursued  their  purpose  of 
finding  and  conquering  the  enemy.  Many  of  them,  trained  in  the  severe  experience 
of  the  great  war,  and  in  frequent  campaigns  on  the  western  plains,  officers  and  men 
alike  exhibited  a  great  skill,  fortitude,  and  tenacity,  with  results  which  have  added 
a  new  chapter  of  glory  to  their  country's  history.  Even  when  their  own  generals 
in  several  cases  were  temporarily  disabled,  the  troops  fought  on  with  the  same 
heroic  spirit  until  success  was  finally  achieved.  In  many  instances  the  officers 
placed  themselves  in  front  of  their  commands,  and  under  their  direct  and  skillful 
leadership  the  trained  troops  of  a  brave  army  were  driven  from  the  thickets  and 
jungles  of  an  almost  inaccessible  country.  In  the  open  field  the  troops  stormed 
intrenched  infantry,  and  carried  and  captured  fortified  works  with  an  unsurpassed 
daring  and  disregard  of  death.  By  gaining  commanding  ground  they  made  the 
harbor  of  Santiago  untenable  for  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  practically  drove  it  out  to  a 
speedy  destruction  by  the  American  Navy. 

While  enduring  the  hardships  and  privations  of  such  a  campaign,  the  troops 
generously  shared  their  scanty  food  with  the  5,000  Cuban  patriots  in  arms  and  the 
suffering  people  who  had  fled  from  the  besieged  city.  With  the  twenty-four  regi- 
ments and  four  batteries,  the  flower  of  the  United  States  Army,  were  also  three 
volunteer  regiments.  These,  though  unskilled  in  warfare,  yet,  inspired  with  the 
same  spirit,  contributed  to  the  victory,  suffered  hardships,  aud  made  sacrifices  with 
the  rest.  Where  all  did  so  well  it  is  impossible,  by  special  mention,  to  do  justice  to 
those  who  bore  conspicuous  part.  But  of  certain  unusual  features  mention  can  not 
be  omitted,  namely,  the  cavalry  dismounted  fighting  and  storming  works  as  infantry, 
and  a  regiment  of  colored  troops,  who  having  shared  equally  in  the  heroism  as  well 
as  the  sacrifices,  is  now  voluntarily  engaged  in  nursing  yellow-fever  patients  and 
burying  the  dead.  The  gallantry,  patriotism,  and  sacrifices  of  the  American  Army, 
as  illustrated  in  this  brief  campaign,  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  a  grateful  country, 
and  the  heroic  deeds  of  those  who  have  fought  and  fallen  in  the  cause  of  freedom 
will  ever  be  cherished  in  sacred  memory  and  be  an  inspiration  to  the  living. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

J.    C.    GiLMOEE, 

Brigadier-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 
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I 

1  Was  anxious  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  Island  of 
Puerto  Rico,  and  so  telegraphed  the  authorities  in  Washington.  After 
some  delay  authority  was  granted,  and  I  started  from  Guantdnamo  on 
July  21  with  3,415  infantry  and  artillery,  together  with  two  companies 
of  engineers  and  one  company  of  the  Signal  Corps,  on  nine  transports, 
convoyed  by  Captain  Higginson's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  battle  ship 
Massachusetts  (flagship)  and  two  smaller  vessels.  The  Yale  and  Golum- 
Ua  were  armed  ships,  but  being  loaded  with  troops,  they  were  practi- 
cally pnly  available  as  transports.  The  above  number  includes  the 
men  who  were  sick,  of  which  there  were  nearly  a  hundred,  which 
reduced  our  effective  force  to  about  3,300  men,  and  with  that  number 
we  moved  on  the  Island  of  Puerto  Eico,  at  that  time  occupied  by  8,233 
Spanish  regulars  and  9,107  volunteers. 

For  several  days  I  had  been  anxiously  looking  for  the  arrival  of  tugs, 
launches,  and  lighters  that  had  been  ordered  from  Santiago,  Washing- 
ton, and  Tampa,  but  none  arrived  prior  to  our  departure,  although  I 
stiU  hoped  to  meet  them  as  we  moved  north  through  the  Windward 
Passage.  As  all  cablegrams  concerning  our  landing  place  had  passed 
over  foreign  cables,  and  as  it  was  important  to  deceive  the  enemy 
(who,  I  afterwards  learned,  were  marching  to  and  intrenching  the 
ground  we  were  expected  to  occupy,  at  the  very  time  we  were  taking 
possession  of  the  southern  coast  of  Puerto  Eico),  and  nonarrival  of 
launches,  lighters,  etc.,  the  question  of  successfally  disembarking  the 
command  became  somewhat  serious;  and,  after  aU  hope  of  receiving 
any  appliances  of  this  kind  had  disappeared,  I  considered  the  advis- 
ability of  finding  a  safe  harbor  and  capturing  necessary  appliances 
fipom  the  enemy.    I  therefore  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Captain  Hig- 

ginson  while  at  sea : 

On  Boakd  U.  S.  S.  Yale, 
En  route  to  Puerto  Eico,  July  SH,  1898. 

Sir:  Our  objective  point  has  been  Pt.  Fajardo  or  Cape  San  Juan,  but  so  much 
time  has  occurred  since  the  movement  was  decided  in  that  direction  and  such 
publicity  has  been  given  the  enterprise,  that  the  enemy  has  undoubtedly  become 
apprised  of  our  purpose.  "While  it  is  advisable  to  make  a  demonstration  near 
the  harbor  of  San  Juan  near  Pt.  Fajardo,  or  Pt.  Figueroa,  I  am  not  decided  as  to 
the  advisability  of  landing  at  either  of  these  places,  as  we  may  find  them  well 
occupied  by  strong  Spanish  forces.  If  we  draw  them  to  that  vicinity,  we  might  find 
it  judicious  to  quietly  move  to  Puerto  Gn^nica,  where  there  is  deep  water  near  the 
shore— 4i  fathoms— and  good  facilities  for  landing.  Wo  can  move  from  Cape  San  Juan 
to  that  point  in  twelve  hours  (one  night),  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Span- 
ish to  concentrate  their  forces  there  before  we  will  be  reinforced.  I  am  also  informed 
that  there  are  a  large  number  of  strong  lighters  in  the  harbors  at  Ponce  and  Gu^nica, 
as  well  as  several  sailing  vessels,  which  would  be  useful.  As  it  is  always  advisable 
not  to  do  what  your  enemy  expects  you  to  do,  I  think  it  advisable  after  going  around 
the  northeast  comer  of  Puerto  Rico,  to  go  immediately  to  GuSnica  and  land  this  forct 
and  move  on  Ponce,  which  is  the  largest  city  in  Puerto  Rico.  After,  or  before,  this 
is  accomplished  we  will  receive  large  reinforcements,  which  will  enable  us  to  move 
■  direction  or  occupy  any  portion  of  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico. 

Your  strong  vessels  can  cover  our  landing  and  capture  any  vessels  in  the  harboi 
f  Ponce  GuSCnica,  or  the  ports  on  the  southern  coast ;  one  light  vessel  can  remaii 
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at  Cape  San  Juan  to  notify  transports  that  will  arrive  where  we  have  landed,  and 
another  could  scout  off  the  northwest  corner  of  Puerto  Rico  to  intercept  others 
and  direct  them  where  to  find  us. 

Very  respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General,  Commanding  United  States  Army. 
Capt.  Francis  J.  Higginson, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Convoy. 

The  following  messages  will  further  explain  the  circumstances  and 
the  final  decision  to  change  our  course : 

[Hag  message  for  Captain  Higginson.] 

Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

On  Board  U.  S.  S.  Yale,  July  U,  1898. 

General  Miles  desires,  if  possible,  you  send  in  advance  any  naval  vessels  you  can 
spare  to  the  Port  Guanica,  reported  to  be  without  fortifications  or  torpedoes.  If 
secured,  hold,  and  report  quickly  to  us.  Cape  San  Juan, 

It  is  more  important  to  land  at  Gu^ica  than  at  Cape  San  Juan.  If  we  can  land 
there,  he  has  troops  enough  to  take  the  harbor  of  Ponce  and  let  your  fleet  into  that 
port. 

Possibly  all  of  this  can  be  accomplished  by  going  by  the  south  side.  Can  send 
Captain  Whitney,  who  was  at  Ponce  in  June,  to  you,  if  desired.     Answer. 

[Signal  from  Massachnsetts,  July  24,  1898.] 

AH  right.  Guanica  it  is.  Shall  I  send  orders  to  transport  at  Cape  San  Juan  to' 
join  at  GuSnica? 

[Answer  sent  by  General  Miles.] 

Better  be  sure  we  can  land  at  GuSnica,  then  send  for  the  transports.  You  can 
notify  all  vessels  accordingly.     Do  you  want  Whitney? 

Captain  Whitney  was  sent  to  report  to  Captain  Higginson  on  the 
Massachusetts,  with  his  maps  and  reports. 

[Tlag  message  for  Capt.  Francis  J.  Higginson.] 

Headquarters  op  the  Army, 
On  Board  U.  S.  S.  Tale,  July  U,  1898. 
Sir:  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  railroad  between  Ponce  and  Yaueo,  which 
I  was  informed  passes  right  by  the  sea  at  one  point,  El  Peuon,  about  8  miles  west  of 
Ponce.    A  vessel  carrying  a  gun  or  two  dispatched  to  this  point  could  prevent  reen- 
forcements  from  being  sent  by  rail  from  there  to  Yauco,  or  detachment  of  troops, 
rolling-stock  supplies,  etc.,  from  being  brought  into  Ponce  from  Yaueo. 
Very  respectfully. 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Flag  message  for  Capt.  Francis  J.  Higginson.] 

Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

U.  S.  S.  Tale,  July  2i,  1898. 
Railroad  from  Ponce  to  Yauco  runs  close  to  sea,  6  to  8  miles  west  Ponce.     Shell  or 
destroy  this  and  prevent  Spanish  troops  moving. 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Army, 

Instead  of  making  a  demonstration  at  Pt.  Fajardo,  it  was  finally 
decided  to  go  direct  to  Gu4nica.    We  arrived  off  that  point  near  day- 
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light  on  July  25,  and  the  harbor  was  entered  without  opposition.  The 
guns  of  the  Gloucester,  Commander  Wainwright,  commanding,  fired 
several  shots  at  some  Spanish  troops  on  shore.  The  landing  of  the 
marines,  sailors,  and  our  troops  immediately  commenced,  and  after  a 
short  skirmish  the  Spanish  troops  were  driven  from  the  place,  and  the 
Hag  of  the  United  States  was  raised  on  the  island. 

In  this,  and  in  subsequent  movements,  I  was  very  ably  and  cordially 
assisted  by  the  Navy,  which  rendered  invaluable  aid  in  disembarking 
troops  and  supplies  from  the  transports,  using  their  steam  launches  to 
tow  the  lighters  loaded  with  men  and  animals  from  the  transports  to 
the  shore.  Ten  lighters  were  captured  at  Gru4nica  and  seventy  at 
Ponce. 

In  the  subsequent  military  operations  in  the  interior,  I  found  Captain 
Whitney's  knowledge  of  the  country  and  the  information  gained  by 
him  in  his  perilous  journey  through  Puerto  Eico  to  be  in  every  respect 
thoroughly  accurate  and  of  great  value  to  me  in  the  conduct  of  the 
campaign. 

At  daylight  on  the  26th  of  July,  with  six  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Massachusetts  and  one  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  under 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Garretson,  an  attack  was  made  upon  a 
strong  force  of  Spaniards  near  Yauco,  and  after  a  spirited  and  decisive 
engagement"  the  enemy  was  defeated  and  driven  back,  giving  us  pos- 
session of  the  railroad  and  the  highway  to  the  city  of  Ponce,  and  leav- 
ing them  open  for  the  march  of  General  Henry's  command  to  that  place. 

On  the  27th  of  July  Major-General  Wilson  arrived  in  the  harbor  of 
Gu^nica  with  General  Ernst's  brigade.  The  same  day  Commander 
Davis,  of  the  Dixie,  entered  the  port  of  Ponce  and  found  that  it  was 
neither  fortified  nor  mined.  The  next  morning  the  fleet  and  transports, 
with  General  Wilson's  command,  moved  into  the  harbor  of  Port  Ponce. 
The  troops  disembarked  and  marched  to  the  city  of  Ponce,  a  distance 
of  2  miles,  and  we  took  formal  possession  of  the  city  and  adjacent 
country,  the  Spanish  troops  withdrawing  on  the  military  road  to  San 
Juan,  and  our  troops  being  pushed  well  forward  in  that  direction.  In 
the  meantime  General  Henry's  command  had  been  directed  to  proceed 
to  Ponce,  where  he  arrived  shortly  afterwards,  joining  General  Wilson's 

command. 

Before  landing  I  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  existed  consider- 
able disaffection  among  the  people  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  island, 
and  as  our  force  was  so  much  inferior  to  the  Spanish  I  deemed  it 
advisable,  if  possible,  to  encourage  this  feeling,  and  also  to  impress  the 
people  of  the  island  with  the  good  intentions  of  the  American  forces, 
and  for  this  and  other  reasons  I  issued  the  following  proclamation: 

Headquarteks  op  the  Army, 
Ponce,  Puerto  Bico,  July  S8,  1898. 
To  the  inhabitants  of  Puerto  Bico : 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  hy  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  justice,  and  humanity,  its  military  forces  have 


32  REPORT  OP  THE  SECEETARY  OP  WAR. 

oome  to  occupy  the  Island  orPuerto  Rico.  They  come  bearing  the  banner  of  freedom 
inspired  by  a  noble  purpose  to  seek  the  enemies  of  our  country  and  yours,  and  to 
destroy  or  capture  all  who  are  in  armed  resistance.  They  bring  you  the  fostering 
arm  of  a  nation  of  free  people,  whose  greatest  power  is  in  its  justice  and  humanity 
to  all  those  living  within  its  fold.  Hence,  the  first  effect  of  this  occupation  will  be 
the  immediate  release  from  your  former  political  relations,  and  it  is  hoped  a  cheerful 
acceptance  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  chief  object  of  the  Ameri- 
can military  forces  will  be  to  overthrow  the  armed  authority  of  Spain  and  to  give  to 
the  people  of  your  beautiful  island  the  largest  measure  of  liberty  consistent  with 
this  military  occupation.  We  have  not  come  to  make  war  upon  the  people  of  a 
country  that  for  centuries  has  been  oppressed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  bring  you 
protection,  not  only  to  yourselves  but  to  your  property,  to  promote  yonr  prosperity, 
and  bestow  upon  you  the  immunities  and  blessings  of  the  liberal  institutions  of  our 
Government.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  interfere  with  any  existing  laws  and  customs 
that  are  wholesome  and  beneficial  to  your  people  so  long  as  they  conform  to  the  rules 
of  military  administration  of  order  and  justice.  This  is  not  a  war  of  devastation, 
but  one  to  give  to  all  within  the  control  of  its  military  and  naval  forces  the  advan- 
tages and  blessings  of  enlightened  civilization. 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding  United  States  Army. 

And  the  following  letter  of  instructions  was  published  for  the  infor- 
mation and  guidance  of  all  concerned : 

Hbadquaktbrs  of  the  Army, 

Port  Ponce,  Puerto  Bieo,  July  29,  189S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  directs  me  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  instructions, 
which  will  govern  you  or  your  successor  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  relating  to 
the  military  government  of  the  territory  now  occupied,  or  hereafter  to  he  occupied, 
by  the  United  States  forces  under  your  command : 

The  effect  of  the  military  occupation  of  the  enemy's  territory  is  the  severance  of 
the  former  political  relations  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  becomes  their  duty  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the  power  of  the  mibtary  occupant 
being  absolute  and  supreme  and  immediately  operating  upon  the  political  conditions 
of  the  inhabitants.  But  generally,  as  long  as  they  yield  obedience  to  their  new  con- 
dition, security  in  their  person  and  property  and  in  all  other  private  rights  and 
relations  will  be  duly  respected. 

The  municipal  laws,  in  so  far  as  they  affect  the  private  rights  of  persons  and 
property  and  provide  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  should  be  continued  in  force  as 
far  as  they  are  compatible  with  the  new  order  of  things,  and  should  not  be  suspended 
unless  absolutely  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  present  military  occu- 
pation. These  laws  should  be  administered  by  the  ordinary  tribunals  substantially 
as  they  were  before  the  occupation.  Por  this  purpose  the  judges  and  other  officials 
connected  with  the  administration  of  justice  may,  if  they  accept  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  continue  to  administer  the  ordinary  laws  of  the  land  as  between 
man  and  man,  under  the  supervision  of  the  commander  of  the  United  States  forces. 
Should  it,  however,  become  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  you  have 
the  power  to  replace  or  expel  the  present  officials,  in  part  or  altogether,  and  to  sujj- 
stitnte  others,  and  to  create  such  new  and  supplementary  tribunals  as  maysn  % 
necessary.  In  this  regard  you  must  be  guided  by  your  judgment  and  a  high  sm  •  < 
of  justice.  -jgj^, 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  under  no  circumstances  shall  the  criminal  courts  er.illi 
oise  jurisdiction  over  any  crime  or  offense  committed  by  any  person  belonging  to 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  retainer  of  the  Army,  or  person  serving  with 
it,  or  any  persons  furnishing  or  transporting  supplies  for  the  Army;  nor  over  any 
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orime  or  offense  committed  on  either  of  tlie  same  by  any  inhabitant  or  temporary 
resident  of  the  occupied  territory.  In  such  oases,  except  when  courts-martial  have 
jurisdiction,  jurisdiction  to  try  and  punish  is  vested  in  military  commissions  and 
such  provost  courts  as  you  may  iind  necessary  to  establish.  The  native  constabu- 
lary, or  police  force,  will,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable,  be  preserved.  The  freedom 
of  the  people  to  pursue  their  accustomed  occupations  will  be  abridged  only  when 
it  may  be  necessary  to  do  so. 

All  public  funds  and  securities  belonging  to  the  Spanish  Governmeat  in  its  own 
right,  and  all  movable  property,  arms,  supplies,  etc.,  of  such  Government,  should  be 
seized  and  held  for  such  uses  as  proper  authority  may  direct.  And  whatever  real 
property  the  Spanish  Government  may  have  held  should  be  taken  charge  of  and 
administered ;  the  revenues  thereof  to  be  collected  and  reported  for  such  disposition 
as  may  be  made  of  the  same,  under  instructions  from  these  headquarters. 

All  public  means  of  transportation,  such  as  telegraph  lines,  cables,  railways,  tele- 
phone lines,  and  boats  belonging  to  the  Spanish  Government,  should  be  taken  pos- 
session of  and  appropriated  to  such  use  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Churches  and  buildings  devoted  to  religious  worship,  and  all  schoolhouses,  should 
be  protected. 

Private  property,  whether  belonging  to  individuals  or  corporations,  is  to  be 
respected  and  can  be  confiscated  only  as  hereafter  indicated.  Means  of  transporta- 
tion, such  as  telegraph  lines,  and  cables,  railways,  and  boats,  may,  although  they 
belong  to  private  individuals  or  corporations,  be  seized  by  the  military  occupant, 
but  unless  destroyed  under  military  necessity,  are  not  to  be  retained. 

As  a  result  of  military  occupation  of  this  country,  the  taxes  and  duties  payable 
by  the  inhabitants  to  the  former  government  become  payable  to  the  military  occu- 
pant. The  money  so  collected  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  necessary 
and  proper  expenses  under  military  government. 

Private  property  will  not  be  taken  except  upon  the  order  of  brigade  and  division 
commanders  in  cases  of  absolute  military  necessity,  and  when  so  taken  for  the  public 
use  of  the  Army,  will  be  paid  for  in  cash  at  a  fair  valuation. 

All  ports  and  places  in  actual  possession  of  our  forces  will  be  opened  to  the  com- 
merce of  all  neutral  nations,  as  well  as  our  own,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war, 
upon  payment  of  the  prescribed  rates  of  duty  which  may  be  in  force  at  the  time  of 
the  importation. 

A  memorandum  in  respect  to  the  jurisdiction  of  military  commissions  and  provost 
courts  is  herewith  inclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  C.  Gilmobb, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  V. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson,  U.  S.  V., 

Commanding  First  Division,  First  Corps,  Ponee,  Puerto  Rico. 

[Inclostire.] 

I.  Except  as  hereinafter  restricted,  and  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of 
the  commanding  general,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  municipal  government  and  of  the 
civil  and  criminal  courts  remain  in  force. 

II.  The  said  criminal  courts  shall  not  exercise  jurisdiction  over  any  crime  or 
offense  committed  by  any  person  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
retainer  of  the  Army,  or  person  serving  with  it,  or  any  person  furnishing  or  trans- 
port'ng  supplies  for  the  Army ;  nor  over  any  crime  or  offense  committed  on  either  of 
the  ,me  by  any  inhabitant  or  tempory  resident  of  said  territory.  In  such  cases, 
e  when  courts-martial  have  jurisdiction,  jurisdiction  to  try  and  punish  is 
v        1  in  military  commissions  and  the  provost  court,  as  hereinafter  set  forth. 

The  crimes  and  offenses  triable  by  military  commission  are  murder,  man- 

elaughte. ,  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  robbery,  rape,  assault  and  battery 

with  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  such  other  crimes,  offenses,  or  violationo  of  the 

laws  of  war  as  may  be  referred  to  it  for  trial  by  the  commanding  general.     The 

3M  G 
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punishment  awarded  by  military  commission  shall  conform,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the  custom  of  war.  Its  sentence  is  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  commanding  general. 

IV.  The  provost  court  has  jurisdiction  to  try  all  other  crimes  and  offenses  referred 
to  in  section  II  of  this  order,  not  exclusively  triable  by  court-martial  or  military 
commission,  including  violations  of  orders  of  the  laws  of  war,  and  such  cases  as 
may  be  referred  to  it  by  the  commanding  general.  It  shall  have  power  to  punish 
with  confinement,  with  or  without  hard  labor,  for  not  more  than  "  *  *  or  with 
fine  not  exceeding  *  *  *  or  both.  Its  sentence  does  not  require  the  approval  of 
the  commanding  general,  but  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted  by  him. 

V.  The  judge  of  the  provost  court  is  appointed  by  the  commanding  general. 
When  in  the  opinion  of  the  provost  court  its  power  of  punishment  is  inadequate,  it 
shall  certify  the  case  to  the  commanding  general  for  his  consideration  and  action. 

Brigadier-General  Schwan  arrived  July  31,  and  was  subsequently 
instructed  to  disembark  part  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  under  Colonel 
De  Eussey,  at  Gu4nica,  and  march  to  Yauco  and  thence  west  with  an 
additional  force  of  two  batteries  of  artillery  and  one  troop  of  cavalry. 
The  following  letter  of  instructions  was  addressed  to  General  Schwan : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Port  Ponce,  Puerto  Bico,  August  6, 1898. 

General:  The  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  directs  me  to  transmit  to 
you  the  following  instructions : 

You  will  proceed  from  Ponce  with  the  six  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry  to 
Yauco,  moving  by  rail  if  desirable.  You  will  also  move  by  wagon  road  Troop  A, 
Fifth  Cavalry,  and  two  batteries  of  light  artillery.  At  Yauco  you  will  take  the 
remainder  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry  and  two  companies  of  the  Nineteenth  and  pro- 
ceed to  Sabana  Grande,  San  German,  Mayagttez,  thence  to  Lares  and  Arecibo. 

At  Yauco  you  will  take  with  you  all  the  wagon  transportation  brought  from 
GuSnica. 

You  will  drive  out  or  capture  all  Spanish  troops  in  the  western  portion  of  Puerto 
Rico.  You  will  take  all  necessary  precautions  and  exercise  great  care  against  being 
surprised  or  ambushed  by  the  enemy,  and  make  the  movement  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, at  the  same  time  exercising  your  best  judgment  in  the  care  of  your  command  to 
accomplish  the  object  of  your  expedition. 

It  is  expected  that  at  Arecibo  you  will  be  joined  by  the  balance  of  your  brigade. 
Such  rations  and  supplies  will  be  taken  as  you  decide  to  be  proper  and  necessary. 

Report  frequently  by  telegraph. 

Very  respectfully,  j.  c.  Gilmoeb, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V. 
Brig.  Gen.  Theodore  Schwan, 

Commanding  Brigade.  Ponce,  Puerto  Bico. 

Major-General  Brooke  arrived  July  31,  and  was  directed  to  disembark 
his  command  at  Arroyo,  and  move  thence  to  Cayey.  On  August  5  he 
had  a  sharp  engagement  with  the  Spanish  troops  at  Guayama,  which 
was  finally  occupied  by  our  forces.  An  action  took  place  near  Guayama 
on  August  8,  the  Spaniards  being  driven  from  their  position  farther  in 
the  direction  of  Oayey.  Anangements  for  investing  and  attacking  that 
place,  both  directly  and  in  the  rear,  were  promptly  made,  and  were 
about  to  be  consummated  when  the  order  for  cessation  of  hostilities 
arrived. 
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On  August  9,  General  Schwan's  command  advanced  from  Yauco 
westward,  occupying  successively  the  important  towns  of  Sabana 
Grande,  San  Germiin,  Lajas,  Cabo  Rojo,  and  Hormigueros,  finally 
entering  the  city  of  MayagUez,  after  a  sharp  engagement  on  August  10 
near  Hormigueros,  in  which  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy  was  engaged. 
In  this  action,  in  which  artillery,  infantry,  and  cavalry  were  admirably 
employed,  the  Spanish  forces,  although  strongly  posted  on  ground  of 
their  own  selection,  and  skillfully  disposed,  and  being  equal  in  strength 
to  oar  own,  were  routed  with  severe  loss,  while  our  own  loss  was  but 
one  killed  and  sixteen  wounded.  The  enemy  was  pursued  toward 
Lares,  which  town  would  have  been  occupied  August  13  by  our  troops 
had  not  the  order  to  suspend  hostilities  been  received.  Near  this  place, 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Rio  Prieto,  the  advance,  under  Colonel  Burke, 
overtook  the  enemy,  inflicting  upon  him  a  heavy  loss  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  drowned. 

From  August  7-15  General  Schwan's  troops  marched  92  miles,  occu- 
pied nine  towns,  made  prisoners  of  war  of  162  regulars  (including  the 
commander  of  the  military  department  of  Mayaguez),  captured  and 
paroled  200  volunteers,  captured  much  valuable  material,  and  cleared 
the  western  part  of  the  island  of  the  enemy. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  troops  who  composed  and  the  general  who 
commanded  the  expedition  for  well-sustained  and  vigorous  action  in 
the  face  of  most  trying  conditions. 

In  the  meantime  General  Stone  had  made  a  practicable  road  over 
what  had  been  considered  an  impassable  trail,  by  way  of  Adjuntas  and 
Utuado,  through  the  center  of  the  territory;  and  General  Henry  moved 
his  command  over  that  road  with  the  object  of  intercepting  the  enemy 
retreating  before  General  Schwan,  and  later  of  effecting  a  junction  with 
him  at  Arecibo,  his  advance  troops  having  already  reached  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  that  place.  This  operation  would  have  formed  a  strong 
division  on  the  line  of  retreat  of  the  Spanish  troops  occupying  the 
western  portion  of  the  island. 

At  Ooamo  a  sharp  engagement  took  place  on  August  9  between  the 
troops  of  Major-General  Wilson's  command,  under  the  personal  direction 
of  Brigadier-General  Ernst,  and  the  Spanish  forces  at  that  place.  The 
United  States  troops,  guided  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Biddle,  of  the 
Engineers,  made  a  skillful  flank  movement  at  Coamo,  which  was  admir- 
ably executed  by  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  Volunteer 
Infantry,  under  Colonel  Hulings.  Passing  over  a  mountain  trail,  they 
made  a  wide  detour,  coming  in  rear  of  the  Spanish  troops  under  cover 
of  night,  without  being  discovered,  and  striking  the  military  road  to 
San  Juan,  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat.  In  this  engagement  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Spanish  troops  and  the  second  in  command 
were  killed,  and  167  prisoners  taken. 

The  road  to  Aibonito  was  thus  cleared  and  our  troops  were  advanced 
and  well  disposed  for  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  forces  that  had  taken 
positions  near  that  place. 
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At  Asomante,  on  the  12th  of  August,  the  artillery  of  General  Wil- 
son's command  began  shelling  the  enemy's  position  preparatory  to  an 
advance  in  front,  while  a  rear  attack  was  to  be  made  by  General  Ernst's 
brigade.  This  command  was  under  arms  and  ready  to  move  August 
13,  when  orders  were  received  suspending  hostilities. 

During  the  nineteen  days  of  active  campaign  on  the  Island  of  Puerto 
Eico  a  large  portion  of  the  island  was  captured  by  the  United  States 
forces  and  brought  under  our  control.  Our  forces  were  in  such  a  posi- 
tion as  to  make  the  positions  of  the  Spanish  forces,  outside  of  the  gar- 
rison at  San  Juan,  utterly  untenable.  The  Spaniards  had  been  defeated 
or  captured  in  the  six  different  engagements  which  took  place,  and  in 
every  position  they  had  occupied  up  to  that  time.  The  volunteers  had 
deserted  their  colors,  and  many  of  them  had  surrendered  to  our  forces 
and  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  This  had  a  demoralizing  effect  upon 
the  regular  Spanish  troops. 

The  success  of  the  enterprise  was  largely  due  to  the  skill  and  good 
generalship  of  the  officers  in  command  of  the  different  divisions  and 
brigades.  Strategy  and  skillful  tactics  accomplished  what  might  have 
occasioned  serious  loss  to  achieve  in  any  other  way.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  was  nearly  ten  times  our  own, 
which  was  only  3  killed  and  40  wounded.  Thus  the  island  of  Puerto 
Eico  became  a  part  of  the  United  States.  It  embraces  nearly  3,700 
square  miles,  and  has  a  population  of.  nearly  a  million  souls.  It  no 
longer  affords  a  base  of  operations  for  any  foreign  government,  thereby 
being  a  menace  to  ours.  Under  the  rule  of  nations,  which  requires 
troops  to  remain  during  a  truce  in  exactly  the  position  they  occupied 
at  the  time  of  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  commands  were  obliged  to 
stay  where  they  were,  without  regard  to  the  suitability  of  the  camping 
grounds,  and  as  hostilities  ceased  during  the  rainy  season  in  Puerto 
Eico,  this  requirement  had  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  health  of  the 
troops.  They  therefore  suffered  to  some  extent  on  account  of  exposure 
and  the  unusual  climatic  effects  incident  to  the  country.  As  soon  as 
practicable,  however,  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  were  returned  in 
good  condition  to  the  United  States. 

The  artillery  was  well  organized  and  equipped,  under  the  direction 
of  Brig.  Gen.  John  I.  Eodgers,  and  rendered  efiflcient  service  wherever 
used.  In  my  opinion,  the  siege  train  should  remain  as  at  present 
organized. 

The  bureau  of  military  information,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wagner,  was  exceedingly  useful,  and  furnished  valuable  and 
important  imformation  obtained  by  it  regarding  the  nature  of  the 
enemy's  country  and  the  position  of  their  forces. 

The  Signal  Corps,  under  Col.  James  Allen,  rendered  very  excellent 
service,  especially  in  the  use  of  ocean  cables,  and  the  field  telegraph  and 
signal  detachment  under  charge  of  Major  Eeber  rendered  most  impor- 
tant service.  Telegraph  and  telephone  lines  were  extended  hundreds 
of  miles  and  followed  close  to  the  picket  and  skirmish  lines. 
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While  en  route  to  the  United  States  from  Puerto  Eico,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Eowan  and  Lieut.  Charles  F.  Parker  made  a  journey  of  nearly 
2,000  miles  through  the  territory  of  Cuba,  and  obtained  most  valuable 
information  concerning  that  country  and  the  present  condition  of  its 
inhabitants,  which  is  both  of  political  and  military  interest. 

I  trust  that  the  services  of  both  officers  and  soldiers  in  these  cam- 
paigns may  be  appreciated  by  a  generous  Government  and  a  grateful 
people.  I  have  recommended  a  small  list  of  officers  who  have  rendered 
conspicuous,  distinguished,  and  gallant  services  for  promotion  and 
brevets,  and  I  hope  that  these  recommendations  may  be  favorably 
considered.  I  may  possibly  desire  to  add  a  few  names  to  the  list 
already  submitted. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  during  the  war  not  a  single  defeat  has 
been  met,  and  not  a  prisoner,  color,  gun,  or  rifle  has  been  captured  by 
the  euemy.  In  this  respect  the  war  has  been  most  remarkable,  and, 
perhaps,  unparalleled.  Under  all  circumstances  and  in  spite  of  many 
most  trying  difficulties  the  troops  have  maintained  the  fortitude  of  the 
American  character  and  the  honor  of  their  arms. 

While  but  a  small  portion  of  the  available  forces  of  the  United 
States — approximately,  52,000  men — has  been  on  foreign  soil  and 
engaged  in  fighting  a  foreign  foe,  those  that  have  been  In  the  presence 
of  the  enemy  have  fairly  demonstrated  the  character  and  fortitude  of 
the  military  forces  of  the  United  States. 

The  experience  of  the  last  few  months,  I  trust,  will  be  valuable  to 
the  people  and  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  value  of  proper 
defenses  for  our  ports,  harbors,  and  seaport  cities,  of  inestimable 
wealth,  has  been  demonstrated ;  and  I  trust  that  the  system  already 
adopted  for  coast  defenses,  the  completion  of  which  has  been  so  long 
delayed,  may  be  carried  out  without  unnecessary  delay.  I  have  urged 
the  importance  of  this  in  my  annual  reports  for  the  last  thirteen  years, 

For  several  years  I  have  urged  the  importance  of  the  Government's 
adopting  a  standard  of  strength  for  its  military  forces  that  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  interests  of  the  Government  in  its  growth  and 
development,  and  proportionate  to  its  population  and  wealth.  Spas- 
modic vibration  from  a  weak  and  ineffective  army  to  one  of  gigantic 
proportions  does  not  seem  to  be  best  for  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the 
nation,  and  I  think  it  more  judicious  for  the  Government  to  fix  a  cer- 
tain percentage  of  trained  military  men  in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion. The  Army  would  thereby  have  a  more  healthy  growth  as  the 
nation  develops.  In  fact,  this  system,  if  once  adopted,  would  be  as 
practicable  for  one  hundred  years  as  for  a  single  decade.  The  art  of 
war  was  never  so  much  an  exact  science  as  at  the  present  time.  The 
appliances  used  in  modern  warfare  are  constantly  changing,  and  are 
Isteadily  increasing  in  effective  force;  so  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance that  the  Government  should  have  the  most  skilled  and  efficient 
forces  practicable.  I  therefore  renew  my  former  recommendation  that 
the  Government  authorize  enlistments  in  the  Army  at  the  rate  of  one 
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soldier  to  every  1,000  of  the  population.  This  would  practically  con- 
tinue in  service  the  same  number  as  does  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
April  26,  1898,  authorizing  the  increase  of  the  Eegular  Army  to  62,579 
men ;  but  unfortunately  there  was  a  provision  in  that  act  which  required 
the  Army  to  be  reduced  to  its  former  peace  basis,  which  was  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  needs  and  interests  of  the  Grovernment. 

I  also  recommend  that  Congress  authorize  an  auxiliary  force  of 
native  troops,  to  be  officered  principally  by  United  States  Army  offi- 
cers, for  service  in  Puerto  Eico,  Cuba,  and  the  Philippine  Islands,  not 
to  exceed  two  soldiers  to  every  one  thousand  of  the  population  of  those 
islands.  This  would  give  the  United  States  a  most  valuable  auxiliary 
force.  It  would  pacify  the  native  elements  of  the  islands,  and  would 
be  in  the  interests  of  economy  and  good  government.  This  force  could 
be  used  in  a  way  similar  to  the  mounted  police  in  Canada  and  the 
British  forces  in  Egypt  and  India. 

I  recommend  that  Congress  be  requested  to  take  immediate  action 
upon  this  question  of  increasing  the  Army,  as  I  consider  it  of  vital 
importance.  If  the  system  I  have  suggested  is  adopted  it  would  give 
us  very  nearly  an  available  force  of  100,000  men,  and  would  enable  the 
volunteers  who  enlisted  for  the  war  to  be  returned  to  their  homes  with- 
out delay. 

I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  the  officers  on  my  staff,  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  C.  Gilmore,  Col.  Charles  E.  Greenleaf,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Marion 
P.  Mans,  who  rendered  very  important  services  at  Santiago  de  Cuba 
and  in  Puerto  Eico,  being  exposed  at  the  former  place  to  all  the  dangers 
of  yellow-fever  camps;  and  also  Brig.  Gen.  Eoy  Stone,  Col.  James 
Allen,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Clous,  Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  L.  Wagner,  Lieut. 
Col.  William  M.  Black,  Lieut.  Col.  Praacis  Michler,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew 
S.  Eowan,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Eeber,  Maj.  W.  H.  Daly,  Maj.  John  G. 
Black,  Capt.  Henry  H.  Whitney,  and  Capt.  W.  S.  Scott,  who  rendered 
most  efficient  and  valuable  services  in  Puerto  Eico. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  five  maps  of  operations  in  Cuba  and 
four  maps  of  operations  in  Puerto  Eico. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-  General^  Commanding, 

The  Seceetaky  of  War. 
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EEPORT   OF   GEN.  WESLEY   MERRITT. 

Steamship  China, 

At  Sea,  August  31, 1898. 
To  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Aemy, 

Washington,  D.  0. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  under  my  command  in  the  expedition  to  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  the  campaign  ending  with  the  capture  of  Manila,  August 
13, 1898,  and  the  subsequent  occupation  of  the  city : 

In  obedience  to  the  order  assigning  me  to  the  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Pacific,  and  the  special  instructions  from  the  President, 
furnished  me  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  May 
28, 1898,  I  embarked  with  my  staff  from  San  Francisco  on  the  steamer 
Newport  June  29  and  arrived  at  Cavlte,  Manila  Bay,  July  25,  1898. 
The  military  situation  in  Manila  Bay  I  found  to  be  as  follows : 

The  American  fleet  of  warships,  commanded  by  Eear- Admiral  George 
Dewey,  was  anchored  in  line  off  Cavite  and  just  outside  of  the  trans- 
ports and  supply  vessels  engaged  in  the  military  service.  The  distin- 
guished admiral  above  mentioned  was  in  full  control  of  the  navigation 
of  the  bay,  and  his  vessels  passed  and  repassed  within  range  of  the 
water  batteries  of  the  town  of  Manila  without  drawing  the  fire  of  the 
enemy. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  M.  Anderson,  United  States  Volunteers,  was  in 
command  of  the  military  forces  prior  to  my  arrival,  and  from  his  report 
I  learned  that  his  headquarters  were  in  Cavite  and  that  the  troops 
were  disposed  as  follows: 

The  Second  Oregon,  detachments  of  California  Heavy  Artillery, 
Twenty  third  Infantry,  and  Fourteenth  Infantry  occupied  the  town  of 
Cavite;  while  Brig.  Gen.  F.  V.  Greene,  United  States  Volunteers,  was 
encamped  with  his  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry, 
Third  United  States  Artillery,  Company  A,  Engineer  Battalion,  First 
Colorado,  First  California,  First  Nebraska,  Tenth  Pennsylvania,  and 
Batteries  A  and  B  of  the  Utah  Artillery,  along  the  line  of  the  bay 
shore  near  the  village  of  Paranaque,  about  5  miles  by  water  and  25 
miles  by  the  roads  from  Cavite. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  I  visited  General  Greene's  camp  and 
made  a  reconnaissance  of  the  position  held  by  the  Spanish,  and  also  the 
opposing  lines  of  the  insurgent  forces,  hereafter  to  be  described.  I 
found  General  Greene's  command  encamped  on  a  strip  of  sandy  land 
running  parallel  to  the  shore  of  the  bay  and  not  far  distant  from  the 
beach,  but  owing  to  the  great  difBculties  of  landing  supplies,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  force  had  shelter  tents  only,  and  were  suffering  many 
discomforts,  the  camp  being  situated  in  a  low,  flat  place,  without  shelter 
from  the  heat  of  the  tropical  sun  or  adeqv..*te  protection  during  the  ter- 
rific downpours  of  rain  so  frequent  at  this  season.  I  was  at  once  struck 
by  the  exemplary  spirit  of  patient,  even  cheerful,  endurance  shown  by 
the  ofi&cers  and  men  under  such  circumstances,  and  this  feeling  of 
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admiration  for  the  manner  in  which  the  American  soldier,  volunteer 
and  regular  alike,  accept  the  necessary  hardships  of  the  work  they 
have  undertaken  to  do,  has  grown  and  increased  with  every  phase  of 
the  difficult  and  trying  campaign  which  the  troops  of  the  Philippine 
expedition  have  brought  to  such  a  brilliant  and  successful  conclusion. 

I  discovered  during  my  visit  to  General  Greene  that  the  left  or  north 
flank  of  his  brigade  camp  extended  to  a  point  on  the  "Oalle  Eeal" 
about  3,200  yards  from  the  outer  line  of  Spanish  defenses  of  the  city  of 
Manila.  This  Spanish  line  began  at  the  powder  magazine,  or  old  Fort 
San  Antonio,  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  beach  and  just  south  of 
the  Malate  suburb  of  Manila,  and  stretched  away  to  the  Spanish  left  in 
more  or  less  detached  works,  eastward,  through  swamps  and  rice  fields, 
covering  all  the  avenues  of  approach  to  the  town  and  encircling  the  city- 
completely. 

The  Filipinos,  or  insurgent  forces  at  war  with  Spain,  had,  prior  to 
the  arrival  of  the  American  land  forces,  been  waging  a  desultory  war- 
fare with  the  Spaniards  for  several  months,  and  were  at  the  time  of  my 
arrival  in  considerable  force,  variously  estimated  and  never  accurately 
ascertained,  but  probably  not  far  from  12,000  men.  These  troops,  well 
supplied  with  small  arms,  with  plenty  of  ammunition  and  several  field 
guns,  had  obtained  positions  of  investment  opposite  to  the  Spanish  line 
of  detached  works  throughout  their  entire  extent;  and  on  the  particu- 
lar road  called  the  "  Galle  Eeal,"  passing  along  the  front  of  General 
Greene's  brigade  camp  and  running  through  Malate  to  Manila,  the  insur- 
gents had  established  an  earthwork  or  trench  within  800  yards  of  the 
powder-magazine  fort.  They  also  occupied  as  well  the  road  to  the  right, 
leading  from  the  village  of  Pasay,  and  the  approach  by  the  beach  was 
also  in  their  possession.  This  anomalous  state  of  affairs,  namely,  having 
a  line  of  quasi-hostile  native  troops  between  our  forces  and  the  Spanish 
position,  was,  of  course,  very  objectionable,  but  it  was  difficult  to  deal 
with,  owing  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  our  relations  with  the  insur- 
gents, which  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows : 

Shortly  after  the  naval  battle  of  Manila  Bay,  the  principal  leader  of 
the  insurgents,  Gen.  Bmilio  Aguinaldo,  came  to  Gavite.from  Hongkong, 
and,  with  the  consent  of  our  naval  authorities,  began  active  work  in 
raising  troops  and  pushing  the  Spaniards  in  the  direction  of  the  city  of 
Manila.  Having  met  with  some  success,  and  the  natives  flocking  to  his 
assistance,  he  proclaimed  an  independent  government  of  republican 
form,  with  himself  as  president,  and  at  the  time  of  my  arrival  in  the 
islands  the  entire  edifice  of  executive  and  legislative  departments  and 
subdivision  of  territory  for  administrative  purposes  had  been  accom- 
plished, at  least  on  paper,  and  the  Filipinos  held  military  possession  of 
many  points  --  the  islands  other  than  those  in  the  vicinity  of  Manila. 

As  General  Aguinaldo  did  not  visit  me  on  my  arrival  nor  offer  his 
services  as  a  subordinate  military  leader,  and  as  my  instructions  from 
the  President  fully  contemplated  the  occupation  of  the  islands  by  the 
American  land  forces,  and  stated  that  "the  powers  of  the  military 
occupant  are  absolute  and  supreme  and  immediately  operate  upon  the 
political  condition  of  the  inhabitants,"  I  did  not  consider  it  wise  to  hold 
any  direct  communication  with  the  insurgent  leader  until  I  should  be  in 
possession  of  the  city  of  Manila,  especially  as  I  would  not  until  then 
be  in  a  position  to  issue  a  proclamation  and  enforce  my  authority,  in 
the  event  that  his  pretensions  should  clash  with  my  designs. 

For  these  reasons  the  preparations  for  the  attack  on  the  city  were 
pressed  and  military  operations  conducted  without  reference  to  the 
situation  of  the  insurgent  forces.    The  wisdom  of  this  course  was  sub- 
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sequently  fully  established  by  the  fact  that  when  the  troops  of  my 
command  carried  the  Spanish  intrenchuients,  extending  from  the  sea  to 
the  Pasay  road  on  the  extreme  Spanish  right,  we  were  under  no  obliga- 
tions, by  prearranged  plans  of  mutual  attack,  to  turn  to  the  right  and 
clear  the  front  still  held  against  the  insurgents,  but  were  able  to  move 
forward  at  once  and  occupy  the  city  and  suburbs. 

To  return  to  the  situation  of  General  Greene's  brigade  as  I  found  it 
on  my  arrival,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  diflSculty  in  gaining  an  avenue  of 
approach  to  the  Spanish  line  lay  in  the  fact  of  my  disinclination  to  ask 
General  Aguinaldo  to  withdraw  from  the  beach  and  the  "  Oalle  Eeal,"  so 
that  Greene  could  move  forward.  This  was  overcome  by  instructions  to 
General  Greene  to  arrange,  if  possible,  with  the  insurgent  brigade 
commander  in  his  immediate  vicinity  to  move  to  the  right  and  allow 
the  American  forces  unobstructed  control  of  the  roads  in  their  imme- 
diate front.  No  objection  was  made,  and  accordingly  General  Greene's 
brigade  threw  forward  a  heavy  outpost  line  on  the  "Galle  Eeal"  and 
the  beach  and  constructed  a  trench,  in  which  a  portion  of  the  guns  of 
the  Utah  batteries  was  placed.    (See  General  Greene's  report  appended.) 

The  Spanish,  observing  this  activity  on  our  part,  made  a  very  sharp 
attack  withinfantry  and  artillery  on  the  night  of  July  31.  The  behavior 
of  our  troops  during  this  night  attack  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and 
I  have,  in  cablegrams  to  the  War  Department,  taken  occasion  to  com- 
mend by  name  those  who  deserve  special  mention  for  good  conduct  in 
the  affair.  (For  particulars  of  the  action  see  the  appended  reports  of 
the  brigade  commander.)  Our  position  was  extended  and  strengthened 
after  this  and  resisted  successfully  repeated  night  attacks,  our  forces 
suffering,  however,  considerable  loss  in  wounded  and  killed,  while  the 
losses  of  the  enemy,  owing  to  the  darkness,  could  not  be  ascertained. 
(See  appended  reports.) 

The  strain  of  the  night  fighting  and  the  heavy  details  for  outpost 
duty  made  it  imperative  to  reenforce  General  Greene's  troops  with 
General  MacArthur's  brigade,  which  had  arrived  in  transports  on  the 
31st  of  July.  The  dif&culties  of  this  operation  can  hardly  be  overesti- 
mated. The  transports  were  at  anchor  off  Oavite,  5  miles  from  a  point 
on  the  beach  where  it  was  desired  to  disembark  the  men.  Several 
squalls,  accompanied  by  floods  of  rain,  raged  day  after  day,  and  the 
only  way  to  get  the  troops  and  supplies  ashore  was  to  load  them  from 
the  ship's  side  into  native  lighters  (called  "  cascos")  or  small  steamboats, 
move  them  to  a  point  opposite  the  camp,  and  then  disembark  them 
through  the  surf  in  small  boats,  or  by  running  the  lighters  head  on  to 
the  beach.  The  landing  was  finally  accomplished,  after  days  of  hard 
work  and  hardship;  and  I  desire  here  to  express  again  my  admiration 
for  the  fortitude  and  cheerful  willingness  of  the  men  of  all  commands 
engaged  in  this  operation. 

TJpon  the  assembly  of  MacArthur's  brigade  in  support  of  Greene's,  I 
had  about  8,600  men  in  position  to  attack,  and  I  deemed  the  time  had 
come  for  final  action.  During  the  time  of  the  night  attacks  I  had  com- 
municated my  desire  to  Admiral  Dewey  that  he  would  allow  his  ships 
to  open  fire  on  the  right  of  the  Spanish  line  of  Intrenchments,  believing 
that  such  action  would  stop  the  night  firing  and  loss  of  life,  but  the 
admiral  had  declined  to  order  it  unless  we  were  in  danger  of  losing  our 
position  by  the  assaults  of  the  Spanish,  for  the  reason  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  precipitate  a  general  engagement,  for  which  he  was 
not  ready.  Now,  however,  the  brigade  of  General  MacArthur  was  in 
position  and  the  Monterey  had  arrived,  and  under  date  of  August  6 
Admiral  Dewey  agreed  to  my  suggestion  that  we  should  send  a  joint 
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letter  to  the  captain-general  notifying  him  that  he  should  remove  from 
the  city  all  noncombatants  within  forty-eight  hours,  and  that  operations 
against  the  defences  of  Manila  might  begin  at  any  time  after  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period. 

This  letter  was  sent  August  7  (see  copy  appended),  and  a  reply  was 
received  the  same  date  (copy  hereto  appended),  to  the  effect  that  the 
Spanish  were  without  places  of  refuge  for  the  increased  numbers  of 
wounded,  sick  women,  and  children  now  lodged  within  the  walls.  On 
the  9th  a  formal  joint  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  city  was  sent 
in.  (See  copy  hereto  appended.)  This  demand  was  based  upon  the 
hopelessness  of  the  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  and  that 
every  consideration  of  humanity  demanded  that  the  city  should  not  be 
subjected  to  bombardment  under  such  circumstances.  The  captain- 
general's  reply,  of  same  date  (see  copy  attached),  stated  that  the  council 
of  defense  had  declared  that  the  demand  could  not  be  grantedj  but  the 
captain- general  offered  to  consult  his  Government  if  we  would  allow 
him  the  time  strictly  necessary  for  the  communications  by  way  ot 
Hongkong. 

This  was  declined  on  our  part  for  the  reason  that  it  could,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  admiral  and  myself,  lead  only  to  ,a  continuance  of  the 
situation,  with  no  immediate  result  favorable  to  us,  and  the  necessity 
was  apparent  and  very  urgent  that  decisive  action  should  be  taken  at 
once  to  compel  the  enemy  to  give  up  the  town,  in  order  to  relieve  our 
troops  from  the  trenches  and  from  the  great  exposure  to  unhealthy 
conditions  which  were  unavoidable  in  a  bivouac  during  the  rainy  sea- 
son. The  seacoast  batteries  in  defense  of  Manila  are  so  situated  that 
it  is  impossible  for  ships  to  engage  them  without  firing  into  the  town, 
and  as  the  bombardment  of  a  city  filled  with  women  and  children,  sick 
and  wounded,  and  containing  a  large  amount  of  neutral  property, 
could  only  be  justified  as  a  last  resort,  it  was  agreed  between  Admiral 
Dewey  and  myself  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  carry  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Spanish  line  of  intrenchments  in  front  of  the  positions  at 
that  time  occupied  by  our  troops,  which,  with  its  flank  on  the  seashore, 
was  entirely  open  to  the  fire  of  the  navy. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  press  the  assault  at  this  point,  in  case  the 
enemy  should  hold  it  in  strong  force,  until  after  the  navy  had  made 
practicable  breaches  in  the  works  and  shaken  the  troops  holding  them, 
which  could  not  be  done  by  the  army  alone,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
siege  guns.  This  is  indicated  fully  in  the  orders  and  memorandum  of 
attack  hereto  appended.  It  was  believed,  however,  as  most  desirable, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  civilized  warfare,  that  the 
attempt  should  be  made  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  his  intrenchments 
before  resorting  to  the  bombardment  of  the  city. 

By  orders  issued  some  time  previously  MacArthur's  and  Greene's 
brigades  were  organized  as  the  Second  Division  of  the  Eighth  Army 
Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  M.  Anderson  commanding;  and  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  attack  General  Anderson  moved  his  headquarters  from 
Cavite  to  the  brigade  camps  and  assumed  direct  command  in  the  field. 
Copies  of  the  written  and  verbal  instructions;  referred  to  above  and 
appended  hereto,  were  given  to  the  division  and  brigade  commanders 
on  the  12th,  and  all  the  troops  were  in  position  on  the  13th  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  morning. 

About  9  a.  m.  on  that  day  our  fleet  steamed  forward  from  Cavite  and 
before  10  a.  m.  opened  a  hot  and  accurate  fire  of  heavy  shells  and  rapid- 
fire  projectiles  on  the  sea  flank  of  the  Spanish  intrenchments  at  the 
powder  magazine  fort,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Utah  batteries,  in 
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position  in  our  trenches  near  the  "Galle  Eeal,"  began  firing  with  great 
accuracy.  At  10.25,  on  a  prearranged  signal  from  our  trenches  that  it 
was  believed  our  troops  could  advance,  the  navy  ceased  firing,  and 
immediately  a  light  line  of  skirmishers  from  the  Colorado  regiment  of 
Greene's  brigade  passed  over  our  trenches  and  deployed  rapidly  for- 
ward, another  line  from  the  same  regiment  from  the  left  flank  of  our 
earthworks  advancing  swiftly  up  the  beach  in  open  order.  Eoth  these 
lines  found  the  powder-magaziue  fort  and  the  trenches  flanking  it 
deserted,  but  as  they  passed  over  the  Spanish  works  they  were  met  by 
a  sharp  fire  from  a  second  line  situated  in  the  streets  of  Malate,  by 
which  a  number  of  men  were  killed  and  wounded,  among  others  the 
soldier  who  pulled  down  the  Spanish  colors  still  flying  on  the  fort  and 
raised  our  own.     (See  detailed  report  of  brigade  commander.) 

The  works  of  the  second  line  soon  gave  way  to  the  determined 
advance  of  Greene's  troops,  and  that  officer  pushed  his  brigade  rapidly 
through  Malate  and  over  the  bridges  to  occupy  Binoudo  and  San  Miguel, 
as  contemplated  in  his  instructions.  In  the  meantime  the  brigade  of 
General  MacArthur,  advancing  simultaneously  on  the  Pasay  road, 
encountered  a  very  sharp  fire,  coming  from  the  blockhouses,  trenches, 
and  woods  in  his  front,  positions  which  it  was  very  difficult  to  carry, 
owing  to  the  swampy  condition  of  the  ground  on  both  sides  of  the  roads 
and  the  heavy  undergrowth  concealing  the  enemy.  With  much  gal- 
lantry and  excellent  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  brigade  commander 
and  the  troops  engaged  these  difficulties  were  overcome  with  a  mini- 
mum loss  (see  report  of  brigade  commander  appended),  and  MacArthur 
advanced  and  held  the  bridges  and  the  town  of  Malate,  as  was  contem- 
plated in  his  instructions. 

The  city  of  Manila  was  now  in  our  possession,  excepting  the  walled 
town,  but  shortly  after  the  entry  of  our  troops  into  Malate  a  white  flag 
was  displayed  on  the  walls,  whereupon  Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier, 
United  States  Volunteers,  of  my  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Brumby,  United 
States  Navy,  representing  Admiral  Dewey,  were  sent  ashore  to  com- 
municate with  the  Captain- General,  I  soon  personally  followed  these 
officers  into  the  town,  going  at  once  to  the  palace  of  the  Governor- 
General,  and. there,  after  a  conversation  with  the  Spanish  authorities, 
a  preliminary  agreement  of  the  terms  of  capitulation  was  signed  by  the 
Captain^jreneral  and  myself.  This  agreement  was  subsequently  incor- 
porated into  the  formal  terms  of  capitulation,  as  arranged  by  the  offi  cers 
representing  the  two  forces,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended  and 
marked. 

Immediately  after  the  surrender  the  Spanish  colors  on  the  sea  front 
were  hauled  down  and  the  American  flag  displayed  and  saluted  by  the 
guns  of  the  Navy.  The  Second  Oregon  Eegiment,  which  had  proceeded 
by  sea  from  Cavite,  was  disembarked  and  entered  the  walled  town  as  a 
■provost  guard,  and  the  colonel  was  directed  to  receive  the  Spanish 
arms  and  deposit  them  in  places  of  security.  The  town  was  filled  with 
the  troops  of  the  enemy  driven  in  from  the  intrenchments,  regiments 
formed  and  standing  in  line  in  the  streets,  but  the  work  of  disarming 
proceeded  quietly  and  nothing  unpleasant  occurred. 

In  leaving  the  subject  of  the  operations  of  the  13th,  1  desire  here  to 
record  my  appreciation  of  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  orders  for 
attack  and  the  plan  for  occupation  of  the  city  were  carried  out  by  the 
troops  exactly  as  contemplated.  I  submit  that  for  troops  to  enter  under 
fire  a  town  covering  a  wide  area,  to  rapidly  deploy  and  guard  all  prin- 
cipal points  in  the  extensive  suburbs,  to  keep  out  the  insurgent  forces 
pressing  for  admission,  to  quietly  disarm  an  army  of  Spaniards  more 
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than  equal  in  numbers  to  the  American  troops,  and  finally  by  all  this  to 
prevent  entirely  all  rapiue,  pillage,  and  disorder,  and  gain  entire  and 
complete  possession  of  a  city  of  300,000  people  filled  with  natives  hostile 
to  the  European  interests,  and  stirred  up  by  the  knowledge  that  their 
own  people  were  fighting  in  the  outside  trenches,  was  an  act  which  only 
the  law-abiding,  temperate,  resolute  American  soldier,  well  and  skill- 
fully handled  by  his  regimental  and  brigade  commanders,  could  ac- 
complish. 

Prior  to  the  action  on  the  13th,  General  Order  No.  3,  hereto  appended, 
was  issued,  and  a  copy  was  sent  to  Aguinaldo's  representative  as  an 
indication  of  the  conduct  that  would  be  expected  of  them  in  the  event 
that  any  bands  of  the  insurgents  should  effect  an  entrance  to  the  city. 
After  the  action,  General  Order  No.  6,  hereto  appended,  was  published 
to  the  troops  as  a  sincere  expression  of  my  appreciation  of  their  con- 
duct. 

The  amount  of  public  funds  and  the  numbers  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
and  small  arms  taken  have  been  reported  in  detail  by  cable.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  trophies  of  Manila  were  nearly  $900,000,  13,000 
prisoners,  and  22,000  arms. 

Immediately  after  the  surrender  my  headquarters  were  established 
in  the  ayuntamiento,  or  city  offlce  of  the  Governor-General,  where  steps 
were  at  once  inaugurated  to  set  up  the  government  of  military  occu- 
pancy. A  proclamation  was  issued  and  published  in  all  the  newspapers 
of  the  city  in  English,  Spanish,  and  native  dialect,  and  one  of  my  two 
very  efficient  brigade  commanders.  General  MacArthur,  was  appointed 
provost-marshal-general  and  civil  governor  of  the  town,  while  the 
other.  General  Greene,  was  selected  for  the  duties  of  intendente 
general  de  hacienda,  or  director  of  financial  affairs,  the  collectors  of 
customs  and  internal  revenue  reporting  to  him.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Whittier,  United  States  Volunteers,  of  my  staff,  an  efficient  business 
man  of  long  experience,  was  appointed  collector  of  the  customs,  and  a 
bonded  officer.  Major  Whipple,  of  the  pay  department,  was  announced 
as  custodian  of  the  public  funds,  to  whom  all  Spanish  money  derived 
from  any  source  was  to  be  transmitted  for  safe-keeping  and  disburse- 
ment under  orders. 

On  the  16th  a  cablegram  containing  the  text  of  the  President's  proc- 
lamation directing  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  received  by  me,  and 
at  the  same  time  an  order  to  make  the  fact  known  to  the  Spanish 
authorities,  which  was  done  at  once.  This  resulted  in  a  formal  pro- 
test from  the  Governor-General  in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  public 
funds  then  taking  place,  on  the  ground  that  the  proclamation  was 
dated  prior  to  the  surrender.  To  this  I  replied  that  the  status  quo  in 
which  we  were  left  with  the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  that  existing 
at  the  time  of  the  receipt  by  me  of  the  official  notice,  and  that  I  must 
insist  upon  the  delivery  of  the  funds.  The  delivery  was  made  undfer 
protest. 

After  the  issue  of  my  proclamation  and  the  establishment  of  my 
office  as  n)ilitary  governor,  I  had  direct  written  communication  with 
General  Aguinaldo  on  several  occasions.  He  recognized  my  authority 
as  military  governor  of  the. town  of  Manila  and  suburbs,  and  made  pro- 
fessions of  his  willingness  to  withdraw  his  troops  to  a  line  which  I  might 
indicate,  but  at  the  same  time  asking  certain  favors  for  himself.  The 
matters  in  this  connection  had  not  been  settled  at  the  date  of  my 
departure.  Doubtless  much  dissatisfaction  is  felt  by  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  insurgents  that  they  have  not  been  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
occupancy  of  Manila,  and  there  is  some  ground  for  trouble  with  them 
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owiug  to  that  fact,  but,  notwithstanding  many  rumors  to  the  contrary, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  leaders  will  be  able  to  prevent  serious 
disturbances,  as  they  are  sufficiently  intelligent  and  educated  to  know 
that  to  antagonize  the  United  States  would  be  to  destroy  their  only 
chance  of  future  political  improvement. 

On  the  28th  instant  I  received  a  cablegram  directing  me  to  transfer 
my  comuiand  to  Major-General  Otis,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  to 
proceed  to  Paris,  France,  for  conference  with  the  peace  commissioners. 
I  embarked  on  the  steamer  China  on  the  30th  in  obedience  to  these 
instructions. 

In  view  of  my  short  occupancy  of  the  ofSce  of  military  governor  (16 
days)  I  shall  leave  to  my  successor  to  report  in  detail  and  at  length  on 
the  many  important  matters  of  administration  and  questions  affecting 
trade  and  commerce,  which  it  was  not  difficult  to  see  would  soon  arise. 

I  may  add,  however,  that  great  changes  for  the  better  have  taken 
place  in  Manila  since  the  occupancy  of  the  city  by  the  American  troops. 
The  streets  have  been  cleaned  under  the  management  of  General  Mac- 
Arthur,  and  the  police,  under  Colonel  Eeeve,  Thirteenth  Minnesota, were 
most  proficient  in  preserving  order.  A  stranger  to  the  city  might  easily 
imagine  that  the  American  forces  had  been  in  control  for  months  rather 
than  days. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  wish  formally  to  declare  my  indebtedness 
for  the  success  of  the  expedition  to  the  brigade  commanders,  the  divi- 
sion commander,  the  members  of  my  staff,  and  my  personal  aides. 
WhUe  we  were  still  in  San  Francisco  these  latter  were  sent  to  me  to 
report  to  the  commanders  of  the  different  organizations  in  camp,  and 
were  busy  assisting  in  instructing  the  newly  arrived  troops.  That  they 
did  good  service  in  this  direction  I  have  the  assurance  of  all  concerned. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Hughes,  my  inspector-general  at  San  Francisco,  was 
especially  noticeable  in  accomplishing  the  instruction  of  the  green 
troops  that  came  to  the  city,  many  of  them  without  arms,  clothing,  or 
equipment  of  any  kind.  His  services  will  undoubtedly  be  duly  recog- 
nized by  Major-Geueral  Otis,  with  whom  I  left  him  to  continue  the  good 
work. 

I  desire  especially  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  Brigadier- 
General  Babcock,  my  adjutant- general  and  chief  of  staff,  for  his  most 
valuable  services  from  the  inception  of  the  campaign  in  San  Francisco 
to  the  close  of  the  work  at  the  present  time.  This  officer  is  too  well 
known  to  require  special  mention  of  his  services  in  any  one  direction. 
He  was  my  right  arm,  not  only  in  the  office  but  in  the  field,  and  much 
of  the  success  that  has  attended  the  expedition  is  due  to  his  individual 
efforts. 

I  desire  especially  to  mention  Major  McGlure  and  Major  Whipple,  of 
the  pay  department,  who  volunteered  their  services  after  they  had  com- 
pleted their  legitimate  duties,  and  performed  excellent  work  whenever 
called  upon.  Major  McClure  was  especially  important  in  his  services 
immediately  after  the  surrender,  taking  long  rides  under  my  orders  to 
the  Spanish  lines,  and  bearing  instructions  to  them  which  resulted  in 
effecting  their  withdrawal  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  the  incursion 
of  the  insurgents  in  the  northern  portions  of  the  city.  Other  officers 
have  been  named  in  my  special  reports  and  have  been  recommended 
for  brevets  and  promotion. 

I  especially  call  attention  to  the  services  of  Captain  Mott,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Greene.  He  was  cheerful, 
willing,  intelligent,  and  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  the  multifarious 
duties  imposed  upon  him  in  connection  with  our  troops  and  trenches 
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during  the  rainy  season,  and  in  the  final  action  showed  those  rare  char- 
acteristics which  stamp  him  as  a  very  superior  soldier. 

It  is  possible,  in  the  hurry  attending  the  making  up  of  this  report, 
that  some  matters  to  which  I  would  call  attention  have  been  neglected. 
If  this  proves  to  be  true  I  desire  to  retain  the  right  to  make  ample 
amendment  in  future  reports. 

I  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  on  behalf  of  my 
command  and  myself  for  the  most  welcome  cablegram  of  congratulation 
from  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
immediately  published  to  the  troops  in  General  Otder  ISTo.  11,  hereto 
appended. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wesley  Meeeitt, 

Major- General,  U.  8.  A. 


Hbadquaetees  United  States  Land  and  Naval  roRCES, 

Manila  Bay,  P.  I.,  August  7,  1898. 
The  General  in  Chief, 

Commanding  Spanish  Forces  in  Manila. 
Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  notify  your  excellency  that  operations  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  against  the  defenses  of  Manila  may  begin 
at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  forty-eight  hours  from  the  hour  of  receipt  by 
you  of  this  communication,  or  sooner  if  made  necessary  by  an  attack  on  your 
part. 

This  notice  is  given  in  order  to  afford  you  an  oppoiHTunity  to  remove  aU  non- 
combatants  from  the  city. 

Very  respectfully,  Wesley  Meeeitt, 

Major-Oeneral,  United  States  Army, 
Commanding  Land  Forces  of  the  United  States. 
I  Gboegb  Dewey, 

Hear- Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  on  Asiatic  Station. 


El  Gobeenadoe  General  y  Capitan  Geneeal  de  Filipinas, 

Manila,  7  de  Agosto  de  1898. 
Al  Mayor  General  del  EjfiRciTO  y  al  Contr,a-Almirante  de  la  Armada, 
Comandantes  respectivamente  de  las  fuerzas  de  tierra  y  mar  de  los  Estados 
Unidos. 

Senores:  Tengo  el  honor  de  participar  a  S.  S.  E.  E.  que  a  las  doce  y  media  del 
dia  de  hoy,  he  reoibido  la  notifloacion  que  se  sirven  hacerme,  de  que  pasado  el 
plazo  de  cuarenta  y  ocho  horas,  pueden  comenzar  las  operaciones  contra  esta 
plaza  6  mas  fironto  si  las  fuerzas  de  su  mando  fuesen  atacadas  por  las  mias. 

Como  su  aviso  es  dado  con  obgeto  de  poner  en  salvo  las  personas  no  comba- 
tientes,  doy  a  S.  S.  E.  E.  las  graeias  por  los  sentimientos  humanitarios  que  han 
demosirado  y  que  no  puedo  utilizar  porque  hallandome  cercado  por  fuerzas  insu- 
rrectas;  carezco  de  puntos  de  evacuacion  a  donde  refugiar  el  crecido  numero  de 
heridos,  enfermos,  mugeres  y  ninos  que  se  hallan  albergados  dentro  de  murallas. 
Muy  respetuosamente  B.  L.  M.  a  S.  S.  E.  E., 

Feemin  Jaudenes, 
Gobemador  General  y  Capitan  General  de  Filipinas. 

[Translation.] 

The  Goveenor-Geneeal  and 
Captain-Geneeal  of  the  Philippines, 

Manila,  August  7, 1898. 
To  the  Major-Geneeal  of  the  Army  and  the  Reae-Admiral  op  the  Navy, 
Commanding,  respectively,  the  Military  and  Naval  Forces  of  the  United  States. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellencies  that  at  half  past  13 
to-day  I  received  the  notice  with  which  you  favor  me,  that  after  forty-eight  hours 
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have  elapsed  you  may  begin  operations  against  this  fortified  city,  or  at  an  earlier 
hour  if  the  forces  under  your  command  are  attacked  by  mine. 

As  your  notice  is  sent  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  non- 
combatants,  I  give  thanks  to  your  excellencies  for  the  humane  sentiments  you 
have  shown,  and  state  that  finding  myself  surrounded  by  insurrectionary  forces, 
I  am  without  places  of  refuge  for  the  increased  numbers  of  wounded,  sick,  women, 
and  children  who  are  now  lodged  within  the  walls. 

Very  respectfully,  and  lossing  the  hands  of  your  excellencies, 

PebmIn  Jaudenes, 
Governor-General  and  Captain-General  of  the  Philippines. 


Headquarters  United  States  Land  and  Naval  Forces, 

Manila  Bay,  P.  I.,  August  9, 1898. 

The  Q-OVERNOR-G-ENEBAL  AND   CaPTAIN-GeNEEAL  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES. 

Sir:  The  inevitable  suffering  in  store  for  the  wounded,  sick,  women,  and  children 
in  the  event  that  it  becomes  our  duty  to  reduce  the  defenses  of  the  walled  town 
in  which  they  are  gathered,  will,  we  feel  assured,  appeal  successfully  to  the  sym- 
pathies of  a  general  capable  of  making  the  determined  and  prolonged  resistance 
which  your  excellency  has  exhibited  after  the  loss  of  your  naval  forces  and  without 
hope  of  succor. 

We  therefore  submit,  without  prejudice  to  the  high  sentiments  of  honor  and 
duty  which  your  excellency  entertains,  that  surrounded  on  every  side  as  you  are 
by  a  constantly  increasing  force,  with  a  powerful  fleet  in  your  front  and  deprived 
of  aU  prospect  of  reenforcement  and  assistance,  a  most  useless  sacrifice  of  life 
would  result  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  and  therefore  every  consideration  of  human- 
ity makes  it  imperative  that  you  should  not  subject  your  city  to  the  horrors  of  a 
bombardment.  Accordingly  we  demand  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Manila  and 
the  Spanish  forces  under  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  Merritt, 

Major-General,  United  States  Army, 
Commanding  Land  Forces  of  the  United  States. 
George  Dewey, 
Sear- Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces  on  Asiatic  Station. 


El  Gobernadob  General  t  Capitan  Gral  de  Filipinas, 

Manila,  9  de  Agosto  de  1898. 
At.  Mayor  General  del  Ejercito  y  al  Contra-Almirante  de  la  Armada, 
Comandantes  respectivamente  de  las  fuerzas  de  tierra  y  mxir  de  los  Estados 
Unidos. 

Sendees:  Recibida  intimacion  de  S.  S.  E.  E.  para  que  obedeciendo  a  senti- 
mientos  humanitarios  que  invocan  y  de  los  que  yo  participo,  rinda  esta  Plaza  y 
las  fuerzas  a  this  ordenes,  he  reunido  la  Junta  de  Defensa,  la  que  man i fiesta  no 
puede  acceder  a  su  peticion,  pero  teniendo  en  cuenta  las  circunstancias  excepciona- 
lisimas  que  en  esta  Plaza  concurren,  S.  S.  E.  E.  exponen,  y  yo  por  desgracia  tengo 
que  reconocer,  podria  consultar  a  mi  Gobiemo,  si  S.  S.  E.  E.  otorgasen  el  plazo 
extrictamente  necesario  para  hacerlo  por  la  via  Hon-Kong. 
Muy  respetuosamente  B.  L.  M.  a.  S.  S.  E.  E., 

Fermin  Jaudenes, 
Gobemador  General  y  Capitan  General  de  Filipinas. 

[Translation.] 

The  Govebnor-General  and 
Captain-General  of  the  Philippines, 

Manila,  August  9, 1898. 

The  Majob-Genebal  of  the  Army  and  the  Reae-Admieal  op  the  Navy, 

Commanding,  respectively,  the  Military  and  Naval  Forces  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen:  Having  received  an  intimation  from  your  excellencies  that,  in 

obedience  to  sentiments  of  humanity  to  which  you  appeal  and  which  I  share,  I 

should  surrender  this  city  and  the  forces  under  my  orders,  I  have  assembled  the 
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council  of  defense,  which  declares  that  your  request  can  not  be  granted;  but  tak- 
ing account  of  the  most  exceptional  circumstances  existing  in  this  city,  which 
your  excellencies  recite,  and  which  I  unfortunately  have  to  admit,  I  would  con- 
sult my  Government  if  your  excellencies  will  grant  the  time  strictly  necessary 
for  this  communication  by  way  of  Hongkong. 

Very  respectfully,  FermIn  Jaudenes, 

Governor-Oeneral  and  Captain-General  of  the  Philippines. 


Headquaetbes  United  States  Land  and  Naval  Forces, 

Manila  Bay,  August  10, 1898. 
The  Goveenoe-General  and  Captain-Generai, 

OP  THE  Philippine  Islands. 
Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  communication  of  your  excellency 
of  the  8th  instant,  in  which  you  suggest  your  desire  to  consult  your  government  in 
regard  to  the  exceptional  circumstances  in  your  city,  provided  the  time  to  do  so 
can  be  granted  by  us. 

In  reply  we  respectfully  inform  your  excellency  that  we  decline  to  grant  the 
time  requested. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wesley  Merritt, 
Major-Qeneral,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding  United  States  Land  Forces. 

George  Dewey, 
Eear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  United  States  Naval  Forces,  Asiatic  Station. 


Manila,  August  U,  1898. 
The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a  commission  to  determine  the  details 
of  the  capitulation  of  the  city  and  defenses  of  Manila  and  its  suburbs,  and  the 
Spanish  forces  stationed  therein,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  entered  into 
the  previous  day  by  Major  General  Wesley  Merritt,  U.  S.  Army,  American  com- 
mander in  chief  in  the  Philippines,  and  his  excellency  Don  Fermin  Jaudenes, 
acting  general  in  chief  of  the  Spanish  army  in  the  Philippines,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following: 

1.  The  Spanish  troops,  European  and  native,  capitulate  with  the  city  and  its 
defences,  with  all  the  honors  of  war,  depositing  their  arms  in  the  places  desig- 
nated by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  remaining  in  the  quarters 
designated  and  under  the  orders  of  their  ofacers  and  subject  to  control  of  the 
aforesaid  United  States  authorities,  until  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  two  belligerent  nations. 

All  persons  included  in  the  capitulation  remain  at  liberty,  the  ofiBcers  remain- 
ing in  their  respective  homes,  which  shall  be  respected  as  long  as  they  observe 
the  regulations  prescribed  for  their  government  and  the  laws  in  force. 

2.  Officers  shall  retain  their  side  arms,  horses,  and  private  property. 

3.  All  public  horses  and  public  property  of  all  kinds  shall  be  turned  over  to 
staff  ofiBcers  designated  by  the  United  States. 

4.  Complete  returns  in  duplicate  of  men  by  organizations,  and  full  lists  of  pub- 
he  property  and  stores  shall  be  rendered  to  the  United  States  within  ten  days 
from  this  date. 

5.  All  questions  relating  to  the  repatriation  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Spanish 
forces  and  of  their  families  and  of  the  expenses  which  said  repatriation  may  occa- 
sion, shall  be  referred  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  at  Washington. 

Spanish  families  may  leave  Manila  at  any  time  convenient  to  them. 
The  return  of  the  arms  surrendered  by  the  Spanish  forces  shall  take  place  when 
they  evacuate  the  city  or  when  the  American  army  evacuates. 

6.  Oflflcers  and  men  included  in  the  capitulation  shall  be  supplied  by  the  United 
States,  according  to  their  rank,  with  rations  and  necessary  aid  as  though  they 
were  prisoners  of  war,  until  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain. 

All  the  funds  in  the  Spanish  treasury,  and  all  other  public  funds,  shall  be 
turned  over  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 
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7.  This  city,  its  inhabitants,  its  churches  and  religious  worship,  its  educational 
establishments,  and  its  private  property  of  all  descriptions  are  placed  under  the 
special  safeguard  of  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  American  army. 

F.  V.  Greene, 
Brgiadier-Oeneral  of  Volunteers,  United  States  Army. 
B.  P.  Lamberton, 

Captain,  United  States  Navy. 
Chas.  a.  Whittier, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Inspector-General. 
E.  H.  Crowder, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Judge  Advocate. 
Nicolas  de  la  Pena, 

Auditor-General  Excmo. 
Carlos  Reges, 

Coronel  de  Ingenieros. 
Jose  M".  de  Olaguro  Felin, 

Coronel  de  Estado  Major. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Pacific, 

August  U,  1898. 
To  the  People  of  the  Philippines: 

I.  War  has  existed  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  since  April  21st  of  this 
year.  Since  that  date  you  have  witnessed  the  destruction,  by  an  American  fleet, 
of  the  Spanish  naval  power  in  these  islands,  the  fall  of  the  principal  city,  Manila, 
and  its  defences,  and  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  army  of  occupation  to  the 
forces  of  the  United  States. 

II.  The  commander  of  the  United  States  forces  now  in  possession  has  instruc- 
tions from  his  Government  to  assure  the  people  that  he  has  not  come  to  wage  war 
upon  them,  nor  upon  any  part  or  faction  among  them,  but  to  protect  them  in 
their  homes,  in  their  employments,  and  in  their  personal  and  religious  rights. 
All  persons  who,  by  active  aid  or  honest  submission,  cooperate  with  the  United 
States  in  its  efforts  to  give  effect  to  this  beneficent  purpose  v^ill  receive  the  reward 
of  its  support  and  protection. 

in.  The  government  established  among  you  by  the  United  States  is  a  govern- 
ment of  military  occupation;  and  for  the  present  it  is  ordered  that  the  municipal 
laws,  such  as  affect  private  rights  of  persons  and  property,  regulate  local  institu- 
tions, and  provide  for  the  punishment  of  crime,  shall  be  considered  as  continuing 
in  force,  so  far  as  compatible  with  the  purposes  of  military  government,  and  that 
they  be  administered  through  the  ordinary  tribunals  substantially  as  before  occu- 
pation, but  by  offlcials  appointed  by  the  government  of  occupation. 

IV.  A  provost-marshal-general  will  be  appointed  for  the  city  of  Manila  and  its 
outlying  districts.  This  territory  will  be  divided  into  subdistricts  and  there  will 
be  assigned  to  each  a  deputy  provost-marshal. 

The  duties  of  the  provost-marshal-general  and  his  deputies  will  be  set  forth  in 
detail  in  future  orders  In  a  general  way  they  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  mak- 
ing arrests  of  military  as  well  as  civil  offenders,  sending  such  of  the  former  class 
as  are  triable  by  courts-martial  to  their  proper  commands  with  statements  of 
their  oflfenoes  and  names  of  witnesses  and  detaining  in  custody  all  other  offenders 
for  trial  by  military  commission,  provost  courts,  or  native  criminal  courts,  in 
accordance  with  law  and  the  instructions  hereafter  to  be  issued. 

V.  The  port  of  Manila,  and  all  other  ports  and  places  in  the  Philippines  which 
may  be  in  the  actual  possession  of  our  land  and  naval  forces,  will  be  open  while 
our  military  occupation  may  continue,  to  the  commerce  of  all  neutral  nations  as 
well  as  our  own,  in  articles  not  contraband  of  war,  and  upon  payment  of  the  pre- 
scribed rates  of  duty  which  may  be  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  importation. 

VI.  All  churches  and  places  devoted  to  religious  worship,  and  to  the  arts  and 
sciences,  all  educational  institutions,  libraries,  scientific  collections,  museums, 
are,  so  far  as  possible,  to  be  protected;  and  all  destruction  or  intentional  deface- 
ment of  such  places  or  propei-ty,  of  historical  monuments,  archives,  or  works  of 
science  and  art  is  prohibited,  save  when  required  by  urgent  military  necessity. 
Severe  punishment  will.be  meted  out  for  all  violations  of  this  regulation. 

The  custodian  of  all  property  of  the  character  mentioned  in  this  section  will 
make  prompt  returns  thereof  to  these  headquarters,  stating  character  and  loca- 
tion, and  embodying  such  recommendations  as  they  may  think  proper  for  the  full 
protection  of  the  properties  under  their  care  and  custody,  that  proper  orders  may 
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issue  enjoining  the  cooperation  of  both  military  and  civil  authorities  in  securing 
such  protection. 

VII.  The  commanding  general  in  announcing  the  establishment  of  military 
government  and  in  entering  upon  his  duty  as  military  governor,  in  pursuance  of 
his  appointment  as  such  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  desires  to  assure 
the  people  that  so  long  as  they  preserve  the  peace  and  perform  their  duties  toward 
the  representatives  of  the  United  States,  they  will  not  be  disturbed  in  their  per- 
sons and  property,  except  in  so  far  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
service  of  the  United  States  and  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  Philippines. 

Wesley  Meebitt, 
Major-General  XJ.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


[Official  Gazette,  Manila,  August  20,  1898.] 

General  Orders,  No.  3.]    Hdqks.  Dept.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Manila  Bay,  August  9, 1898. 

1.  In  view  of  the  extraordinary  conditions  under  which  this  army  is  operating,  tbe 
commanding  general  desires  to  acquaint  the  officers  and  men  composing  it  with  the 
expectations  which  he  entertains  as  to  their  conduct. 

You  are  assembled  upon  foreign  soil,  situated  within  the  western  confines  of  a  vast 
ocean,  separating  you  from  your  native  land.  You  have  come  not  as  despoilers  and 
oppressors,  but  simply  as  the  instruments  of  a  strong,  free  Government,  whose  pur- 
poses are  beneficent  and  which  has  declared  itself  in  this  war  the  champion  of  those 
oppressed  by  Spanish  misrule. 

It  is  therefore  the  intention  of  this  order  to  appeal  directly  to  your  pride  in  your 
position  as  representatives  of  a  high  civilization,  in  the  hope  and  with  the  firm  con- 
viction that  you  will  so  conduct  yourselves  in  your  relations  with  the  inhabitants  of 
these  islands  as  to  convince  them  of  the  lofty  nature  of  the  mission  which  you  come 
to  execute. 

It  is  not  believed  that  any  acts  of  pillage,  rapine,  or  violence  will  be  committed 
by  soldiers  or  others  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States ;  but  should  there  be  persons 
with  this  command  who  prove  themselves  unworthy  of  this  confidence,  their  acts 
will  be  considered  not  only  as  crimes  against  the  sufferers,  but  as  direct  insults  to  the 
United  States  flag,  and  they  will  be  punished  on  the  spot  with  the  maximum  penal- 
ties known  to  military  law. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merritt : 

J.  B.  Babcock,  Adjutant-General. 

Official. 

Bbntley  Mott,  Aid. 


General  Orders,  No.  4.]    Hdqrs.  Dept.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  15,  1898. 

1.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  division  commander,  Brigadier-General  T.  M.  Ander- 
son, United  States  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  district  of 
Cavite,  and  will  remove  his  headquarters  to  that  point.  ThS  garrison  of  the  district 
of  Cavite  will  be  augmented  upon  the  arrival  of  the  next  transports  containing 
troops  for  this  command. 

2.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  brigade  commander,  Brig.  Gen.  Arthur  MacArthur, 
United  States  Volunteers,  is  hereby  appointed  military  commandant  of  the  waUed 
city  of  Manila  and  provost-marshal-general  of  the  city  of  Manila,  including  all  the 
outlying  districts  within  the  municipal  jurisdiction.  General  MacArthur  will 
remove  his  headquarters  within  the  walled  city,  and  will  bring  with  him  one  strong 
regiment  of  his  command  to  take  station  within  the  walled  town.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Second  Oregon  Volunteer  Infantry,  now  stationed  in  the  walled  city, 
will  report  to  General  MacArthur,  and  the  companies  of  the  Second  Oregon  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  now  at  Cavite,  will,  upon  being  relieved  by  other  troops,  be  sent  to 
Manila  to  join  the  regiment.  General  MacArthur  will  relieve  the  civil  governor  o£ 
his  functions,  and  take  possession  of  the  offices,  clerks,  and  all  machinery  of  admin- 
istration of  that  office,  retaining  and  employing  the  present  subordinate  officers  of 
civil  administration  until,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  desirable  to  replace  them  by  other 
appointments. 

3.  Col.  James  S.  Smith,  First  California  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  addition  to  his 
duties  as  regimental  commander.  Is  appointed  deputy  provost-marshal  for  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  city  north  of  the  Pasig  River,  and  will  report  *to  General  MacArthur. 
Col.  S.  Ovenshine,  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  is  appointed  deputy  provost- 
marshal  for  the  districts  of  the  city,  including  Ermita  and  Malate,  outside  of  the 
walled  town  and  south  of  the  Pasig  River,  and.  will  report  to  General  MacArthur. 
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4.  Under  paragraphs  3  and  4  of  the  terms  of  capitulation,  full  lists  of  puhlio  prop- 
erty and  stores  and  returns  in  duplicate  of  the  men  by  organizations  are  to  be  ren- 
dered to  the  United  States  within  ten  days,  and  public  horses  and  public  property 
of  all  kinds  are  to  be  turned  over  to  the  staff  officers  of  the  United  States  desig- 
nated to  receive  them.  Under  these  paragraphs  the  chief  of  artillery  at  these  head- 
quarters and  the  chiefs  of  the  staff  departments  will  talce  possession  of  the  public 
property  turned  over  as  above  pertaining  to  their  respective  departments. 

The  returns  of  the  prisoners  will  be  submitted  to  the  military  commandant  of  the 
city,  who  will  assign  the  men  for  quarters  in  such  public  buildings  and  barracks  as 
are  not  required  for  the  use  of  United  States  troops.  The  horses  and  private  prop- 
erty of  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  forces  are  not  to  be  disturbed.  The  chief  paymas- 
ter at  these  headquarters  will  turn  over  such  portion  of  the  Spanish  public  funds 
received  by  him  by  virtue  of  this  order  to  the  administration  of  his  office. 

5.  All  removals  and  appointments  of  subordinate  officers  of  civil  administration 
and  transfers  of  funds  authorized  by  this  order  must  receive  the  approval  of  the 
commanding  general  before  action  is  taken. 

6.  The  chief  quartermaster  and  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  at  these  head- 
quarters will  establish  depots  of  supply  in  Manila  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Quartermaster  and  subsistence  depots  will  also  be  retained  at  Cavite. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  B.  Babcock,  Adjutant-General. 
Official. 

Bentlby  Mott,  Aid. 


General  Orders,  I  Hdqrs.  Dept.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  5.  (  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  17,  1898. 

1.  In  addition  to  the  command  of  his  brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  F.  V.  Greene,  United 
States  Volunteers,  will  perform  the  duties  hitherto  performed  by  the  intendente 
general  de  hacienda,  and  will  have  charge,  subject  to  instructions  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  of  all  fiscal  affairs  of  the  government  of  Manila. 

2.  Lieut.  Col.  C.  A.  Whittier,  United  States  Volunteers,  is  appointed  collector  of 
customs,  and  the  chief  paymaster.  Department  of  the  Pacific,  will  designate  a 
bonded  officer  of  the  pay  department  as  custodian  of  all  public  funds.  Both  of 
these  officers  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Greene  for  instructions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merritt : 

J.  B.  Babcock,  Adjutant-General. 
Official. 

Bentley  Mott,  Aid. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  6.  S  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  17,  1898. 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  congratulate  the  troops  of  this  com- 
mand upon  their  brilliant  success  in  the  capture,  by  assault,  of  the  defenses  of 
Manila  on  Saturday,  August  13,  a  date  hereafter  to  be  memorable  in  the  history  of 
American  victories. 

After  a  journey  of  7,000  miles  by  sea  the  soldiers  of  the  Philippine  expedition 
encountered  most  serious  difficulties  in  landing,  due  to  protracted  storms  raising 
high  surf  through  which  it  was  necessary  to  pass  the  small  boats,  which  afforded 
the  only  means  of  disembarking  the  army  and  its  supplies.  This  great  task,  and 
the  privations  and  hardships  of  a  campaign  during  the  rainy  season  in  tropical  low- 
lands, were  accomplished  and  endured  by  all  the  troops  in  a  spirit  of  soldierly 
fortitude,  which  has  at  all  times  during  these  days  of  trial  given  the  commanding 
general  the  most  heartfelt  pride  and  confidence  in  his  men.  Nothing  could  be  finer 
than  the  patient,  uncomplaining  devotion  to  duty  which  all  have  shown. 

Now,  it  is  his  pleasure  to  announce  that  within  three  weeks  after  the  arrival  in 
the  Philippines  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  forces  the  capital  city  of  the  Spanish 
possessions  in  the  East  held  by  Spanish  veterans  has  fallen  into  our  hands,  and  he 
feels  assured  that  all  officers  and  men  of  this  command  have  reason  to  be  proud  of 
the  success  of  the  expedition. 

The  commanding  general  will  hereafter  take  occasion  to  mention  to  the  Home 
Government  the  names  of  officers,  men,  and  organizations  to  whom  special  credit 
is  due. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merritt. 

J.  B.  Babcock,  Adjutant-General. 

Official. 

Bentley  Mott,  Aid. 
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General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Deft.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  )  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  22, 1898. 

I.  For  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order  in  those  portions  of  the  Philippines 
occupied  or  controlled  by  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  means  to 
promptly  punish  infractions  of  the  same,  military  commissions  and  provost 
courts,  composed  and  constituted  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  war,  will  he 
appointed  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require. 

II.  The  local  courts,  continued  in  force  for  certain  purposes  in  jiroclamation  from 
these  headquarters,  dated  August  14, 1898,  shall  not  exercise  jurisdiction  over  any 
crime  or  offence  committed  by  any  person  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  retainer  of  the  army,  or  person  serving  with  it,  or  any  person  fur- 
nishing or  transporting  supplies  for  the  army,  nor  over  any  crime  or  offence  com- 
mitted on  either  of  the  same  by  any  inhabitant  or  temporary  resident  of  said 
territory.  In  such  cases,  except  when  courts-martial  have  jurisdiction,  jurisdic- 
tion to  try  and  punish  is  vested  in  military  commissions  and  the  provost  court,  as 
hereinafter  set  forth. 

III.  The  crimes  and  ofEences  triable  by  military  commission  are:  Murder,  man- 
slaughter, assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  robbery,  rape,  assault  and  bat- 
tery with  intent  to  commit  rape,  and  such  other  crimes,  ofEences,  or  violations  of 
the  laws  of  war  as  may  be  referred  to  it  for  trial  by  the  commanding  general. 
The  punishment  awarded  by  military  commission  shall  conform,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  either  of  the  States,  or  the  custom  of 
war.    Its  sentence  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  commanding  general. 

IV.  The  provost  court  has  jurisdiction  to  try  aU  other  crimes  and  offences 
referred  to  in  Section  II  of  this  order,  not  exclusively  triable  by  courts-martial  or 
military  commission,  including  violations  of  orders  or  the  laws  of  war  and  such 
cases  as  may  be  referred  to  it  by  the  commanding  general.  It  shall  have  power  to 
punish  with  confinement,  with  or  without  hard  labor,  for  not  more  than  six  (6) 
months,  or  with  fine  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  (|350),  or  both. 
Its  sentence  does  not  require  the  approval  of  the  commanding  general,  but  may 
be  mitigated  or  remitted  by  him. 

V.  The  judge  of  the  provost  court  will  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  gen- 
eral. When  in  the  opinion  of  the  provost  court  its  power  of  punishment  is  inade- 
quate it  shall  certify  the  case  to  the  commanding  general  for  his  consideration 
and  action. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  B.  Babcock,  Adjutant-Ge7ieral. 


General  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Dept.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  )  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  23, 1898. 

The  following  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  8th  Army  Corps  are  ordered: 

The  Independent  Division  created  by  General  Orders  No.  1,  c.  s.,  these  head- 
quarters, will  hereafter  be  designated  the  1st  Division,  8th  Army  Corps. 

Brigadier-General  T.  M.  Anderson,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  3d  Division,  8th  Army  Corps,  and  will  assume  command  of 
the  1st  Division,  8th  Army  Corps. 

The  1st  Division  will  consist  of  all  new  organizations  now  here  and  to  arrive, 
not  heretofore  assigned  to  the  2d  Division,  vnth  the  exception  of  Light  Battery  G, 
6th  Artillery,  which  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  1st  Brigade,  3d  Division.  The  recruits 
and  all  detachments  arriving  for  the  signal  and  medical  corps,  and  for  organiza- 
tions of  the  2d  Division  now  here,  will  join  their  proper  regiments,  battalions,  or 
detachments  upon  disembarking. 

The  Commanding-General,  1st  Division,  will  disembark  as  many  of  the  troops 
assigned  to  the  division  as  can  be  properly  provided  for  at  Cavite.  The  remain- 
ing troops  of  the  1st  Division  will  be  disembarked  at  Manila.  Brigadier-General 
H.  G.  Otis,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  T.  M.  Anderson, 
commanding  1st  Division,  for  assignment  to  command.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
troops.  General  Anderson  will  submit  to  the  corps  commander  his  recommenda- 
tions for  the  subdivision  of  his  division  into  brigades. 

Brigadier-General  MacArthur,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division,  and  will  assume  command  of  the  2d  Division. 

Colonel  S.  Ovenshine,  23d  U.  S.  Infantry,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division,  8th  Army  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  B.  Babcock,  Adjutant-General. 
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General  Orders,  ]     Hdqrs.  Dept.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  )  Manila,  P.  I. ,  August «,  1898. 

The  undersigned  having,  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
assumed  his  duties  as  military  governor  in  the  Philippines,  hereby  transfers. 
Tinder  authority  of  General  Orders,  No.  73,  A.  G.  O.,  C.  S.,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  the  command  of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps,  to  Major-General  E.  S.  Otis, 
U.  S.  Volunteers. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps  will  be  established  in  the  Ayun- 
tamiento,  and  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  corps  commander,  Major-General  Otis 
will  supervise  the  administration  of  the  pay,  medical,  and  supply  departments 
of  the  Department  of  the  Pacific,  the  staff  ofQcers  in  charge  reporting  to  him  for 
instructions. 

Brigadier-General  Arthur  MacArthur,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  his  capacity  of  civil 
governor  and  provost-marshal-general,  and  Brigadier-General  F.  V.  Greene,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  in  his  capacity  as  intendente  general  de  haciende,  will  report  to  the 
military  governor.  The  headquarters  of  the  military  governor  are  announced  as 
established  in  the  Palace  Malacanan  (secretary's  ofQce) . 

Brigadier-General  J.  B.  Babcock,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  temporarily  transfer  his 
duties  as  adjutant-general,  Department  of  the  Pacific,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  H. 
Barry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  will,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  adjutant-general, 
Eighth  Army  Corps,  issue  such  department  orders  in  the  name  of  the  undersigned, 
in  relation  to  the  routine  work  of  the  department,  as  may  be  directed  by  Major- 
General  Otis. 

Brigadier-General  Babcock,  in  his  capacity  as  chief  of  staff.  Department  of  the 
Pacific,  will  establish  his  office  at  Malacanan  Palace,  and  to  him  all  communica- 
tions intended  for  the  action  of  the  military  governor  should  be  addressed. 

Major  George  P.  Scriven,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  announced  as  military  secretary 
of  the  military  governor. 

Major  S.  D.  Sturgis,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty  as  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Department  of  the  Pacific,  and  will  report  to  the  undersigned  as  acting 
aid-de-camp. 

W.  Merritt, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dbpt.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  11.  )  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  2S,  1898. 

The  following  telegram  is  published  for  the  information  of  the  command: 

Washington,  D.  C,  8—33—98. 
Major-General  Merritt,  U.  S.  A., 

Manila,  via  Hongkong: 
In  my  own  behalf  and  for  the  nation  I  extend  to  yourself  and  the  offlcers  and 
men  of  your  command  sincere  thanks  and  congratulations  for  the  conspicuously 
gaUant  conduct  displayed  in  your  campaign. 

William  McKinley. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Merritt: 

J.  B.  Babcock, 
Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Provost-Marshal-General 

\  and  Military  Commandant, 

No.  1.  S  (^fy  °f  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  18,  1898. 

1.  In  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  3,  dated  Headquarters 
Department  of  the  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  15,  1898, 
the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  the  ofSoe  and  duties  of  military  commandant  of  the 
walled  city  of  Manila;  provost-marshal-general  of  the  city  of  Manila,  including  the 
outlying  districts  within  the  municipal  jurisdiction,  and  also  the  functions  of  civil 
governor. 

2.  Until  further  orders,  the  preservation  of  law  and  order  throughout  the  city  will 
be  maintained  according  to  the  arrangements  which  now  obtain. 

3.  The  location  of  these  headquarters  will  be  at  the  office  of  the  civil  governor, 
corner  of  San  Juan  de  Letrau  and  Anda  streets,  and  to  the  above  address  will  be 
referred  all  papers  requiring  action  by  the  undersigned.  To  insure  prompt  inves- 
tigation, all  claims,  complaints,  and  petitions  should  be  presented  in  the  English 
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4.  Maj.  Harry  C.  Hale,  assistant  adjutant-general  United  States  Volunteers,  aid- 
de-oamp  to  the  commanding  general,  having  been  assigned  for  temporary  duty  at 
these  headquarters,  is  hereby  appointed  adjutant-general  to  the  undersigned. 

5.  Col.  S.  Ovenshine,  having  been  appointed  by  proper  authority  deputy  provost- 
marshal  of  the  districts  of  the  city  (including  Ermita  and  Malate)  outside  of  the 
walled  town  and  south  of  the  Pasig  River,  will  organize  and  establish  his  office  as 
soon  as  possible  and  report  the  location  thereof  to  these  headquarters. 

6.  Col.  James  S.  Smith,  First  California  Volunteer  Infantry,  having  been  appointed 
by  proper  authority  deputy  provost-marshal  of  the  districts  of  the  city  north  of 
the  Pasig  River,  will  organize  and  establish  his  office  as  soon  as  possible  and  report 
location  thereof  to  these  headquarters. 

Arthur  MacArthur, 
Brigadier- General  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Military  Commandant  and  Provost-Marshal-General. 


EEPORT   OF   GENERAL  ANDERSON. 

Oavite  Arsenal,  August  39, 1898. 
Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Pacific. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Second 
Division  of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps,  in  the  successful  assault  on  the 
city  of  Manila,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1898,  and  a  brief  summary  of 
preceding  events. 

The  first  expeditionary  force  reached  Manila  Bay  June  30,  and  the 
disembarkation  of  men  and  material  began  the  next  day.  Oavite  was 
selected  as  the  landing  place  and  base  of  operations.  Eear-Admiral 
Dewey  gave  every  possible  assistance  and  favored  me  with  a  clear  state- 
ment of  the  situation. 

On  the  1st  day  of  July  I  had  an  interview  with  the  insurgent  chief, 
Aguinaldo,  and  learned  from  him  that  the  Spanish  forces  had  with- 
drawn, driven  back  by  his  army,  as  he  claimed,  to  a  line  of  defense 
immediately  around  the  city  and  its  suburbs.  He  estimated  the  Span- 
ish forces  at  about  14,000  men,  and  his  own  at  about  the  same  number. 
He  did  not  seem  pleased  at  the  incoming  of  our  land  forces,  hoping,  as 
I  believe,  that  he  could  take  the  city  with  his  own  army,  with  the  coop- 
eration of  the  American  fleet. 

Believing  that,  however  successful  the  insurgents  may  have  been  in 
guerrilla  warfare  against  the  Spaniards,  they  could  not  carry  their 
lines  by  assault  or  reduce  the  city  by  siege,  and  suspecting,  ftirther, 
that  a  hearty  and  effective  cooperation  could  not  be  expected,  I  had  at 
once  a  series  of  reconnaissances  made  to  exactly  locate  the  enemy's  lines 
of  defense  and  to  ascertain  their  strength. 

Both  outer  and  inner  lines  were  located  and  profiles  obtained  of  their 
walls  and  parapets. 

The  results  of  my  investigations  led  to  the  conclusion  that  while  siege 
operations,  if  necessary,  could  best  be  conducted  from  the  east  and 
north,  an  assault  with  the  cooperation  of  the  navy  could  best  be  made 
from  the  south,  along  the  bay  and  the  line  of  the  Cavite-Paranaque- 
Manila  road. 

On  July  15  one  battalion  of  the  First  California  Volunteers  was  sent 
over  and  encamped  on  the  west  shore  of  Manila  Bay,  at  the  hamlet 
of  Tambo,  about  3  miles  from  the  south  suburb  of  Manila,  called 
Malate.  This  was  done  to  secure  this  line  of  advance,  if  it  should 
meet  the  approval  of  the  major-general  commanding,  on  his  arrival, 
and  also  to  guard  there  a  depot  of  transportation,  which  the  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  expedition  was  ordered  to  establish  at  that  point. 
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The  two  remaining  battalions  of  the  California  regiment  were  sent  over 
irom  Cavite  two  days  later  and  the  cantonment  named  Camp  Dewey, 
in  honor  of  the  hero  of  Manila  Bay. 

The  second  expeditionary  force,  under  Brig.  Gen.  F.  Y.  Greene, 
arrived  here  July  17,  and  the  third,  under  Brig.  Gen.  Arthur  MacAr- 
thur,  on  July  30.  The  several  military  organizations  of  these  expedi- 
tions were  transferred  to  Camp  Dewey  at  various  dates  from  July  17 
to  August  9.  This  task  was  at  once  dangerous  and  difficult  on  account 
of  tropical  rains,  sudden  severe  squalls  on  the  bay,  and  a  heavy  surf 
beating  on  the  shore  during  nearly  the  whole  time  the  transfers  were 
being  made  from  transports  in  the  harbor  and  Cavite.  The  landings 
of  men  and  material,  the  latter  including  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
ammunition,  and  subsistence,  had  to  be  made  from  native  lighters, 
called  "cascos,"  and  small  boats.  Not  a  man  was  lost,  and  only  a 
small  amount  of  stores. 

While  selecting  the  camp  and  fixing  the  location  of  the  several  com- 
mands iu  it,  I  remained  at  Cavite  and  gave  my  personal  attention  to 
the  landing  of  the  troops  and  the  forwarding  of  supplies. 

Major-General  Merritt  having  arrived  in  the  harbor  on  July  27, 1  at 
once  called  on  him  and  stated  what  had  been  done  and  reported  for 
orders. 

On  the  1st  of  August  General  Orders,  No.  2,  from  the  Headquarters, 
Department  of  the  Pacific,  was  issued,  by  which  the  military  forces 
present  in  the  harbor  were  organized  into  a  division  of  two  brigades, 
the  first  under  Brig.  Gen.  Arthur  MacArthur,  and  the  second  under 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  V.  Greene.  Under  this  order  I  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  division,  which  was  designated  as  the  Second  Division, 
Eighth  Army  Corps.    (This  order  is  hereto  appended  and  marked  A.) 

As  I  did  not  go  in  person  to  Camp  Dewey  until  11  a.  m.  on  the  lOth 
of  July,  I  will  not  attempt  to  report  the  operations  in  the  trenches  and 
the  several  combats  between  our  troops  and  the  enemy  after  our  occu- 
pation, by  mutual  agreement,  of  the  left  section  of  the  insurgents'  line, 
extending  from  the  Pasay  road  to  the  beach.  These  conflicts  began  on 
the  night  of  July  31,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  had  realized  that  we  had 
taken  the  places  of  the  Filipinos,  and  began  a  system  of  earthworks  to 
the  front  of  their  old  line. 

It  may  have  been  merely  coincident,  but  these  attacks  and  sorties 
began  at  the  time  the  Captain-General  of  Manila  was  relieved  by  his 
second  in  command. 

For  more  than  six  weeks  the  insurgents  had  kept  up  a  bickering 
infantry  fire  on  the  Spanish  trenches,  firing  occasionally  some  old  siege 
pieces  captured  by  Admiral  Dewey  at  Cavite  and  given  to  Aguinaldo. 
These  combats  were  never  serious,  and  the  Spaniards,  so  far  as  I  know, 
made  no  sorties  upon  them.  But  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  the 
Spaniards  attacked  our  lines  with  force  and  vindictiveness,  until  they 
were  informed  that  the  bringing  on  of  a  general  engagement  would  lead 
to  a  bombardment  of  the  city.  After  this  there  was  for  several  days  a 
tacit  suspension  of  hostilities. 

As  I  was  not  personally  present  while  the  combats  in  the  trenches 
were  in  progress,  I  refer  you,  as  to  them,  to  the  reports  of  the  brigade 
commanders. 

On  the  9th  the  foreign  war  vessels  left  their  anchorage  in  front  of 

Manila  and  our  own  fleet  cleared  for  action.    The  next  morning  I  went 

to  Camp  Dewey  and,  finding  the  adjutant-general  there,  was  told  by 

^him  that  the  general  commanding  wished  me  to  issue  a  tactical  order 

for  a  projected  attack  on  the  enemy's  lines. 

I  had  before  studied  the  ground,  but  I  went  over  the  whole  field 
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again  with  the  brigade  commanders.  Instructions  had  been  received 
from  the  major-general  commanding  to  extend  our  line  to  the  right, 
if  the  consent  of  the  insurgents  could  be  obtained  to  our  taking  that 
part  of  their  line  fronting  the  Spanish  blockhouse  No.  14;  but  this  was 
not  to  be  attempted  if  it  was  likely  to  bring  on  a  partial  engagement 
before  the  general  assault.  The  next  day,  General  Aguinaldo's  con- 
sent having  been  given  that  we  should  replace  the  gun  he  had  in  an 
advanced  position  on  the  Pasay  road  with  one  of  our  own,  I  issued  a 
tactical  order  of  battle  (hereto  appended  and  marked  B)  conforming  to 
the  general  instructions  I  had  received  from  the  major-general  com- 
manding. 

I  had  previously  instructed  the  engineer  company  to  prepare  portable 
bamboo  bridges,  and  had  distributed  wire  cutters,  which  I  had  pur- 
chased before  leaving  San  Francisco,  to  pioneer  parties  to  enable  them 
to  cut  wire  entanglements  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works.  Half  of 
these  wire  cutters,  with  insulated  handles,  were  given  to  the  Colorado 
regiment,  which  had  been  designated  to  make  the  attack  on  the  right 
of  the  enemy's  works,  and  the  other  half  were  sent  to  General  Mac- 
Arthur.  One-half  of  the  engineer  company,  acting  as  pioneers,  in 
conformity  with  the  order,  operated  with  each  brigade. 

The  ground  in  front  of  General  Greene's  brigade  was  comparatively 
open,  and  roads  were  cut  through  the  low  bushes  and  briars  quite  close 
up  to  the  enemy's  first  line  by  Colonel  Hale,  of  the  First  Colorado, 
The  night  before  the  attack  wire  entanglements  were  found  and  cut. 
This  was  a  very  useful  and  creditable  performance. 

I  had  learned  from  natives,  and  also  from  a  bold  reconnaissauce  of 
Major  Bell's,  that  the  water  in  the  little  stream  emptying  into  the  bay  at 
the  angle  of  the  Polvorin  was  very  shallow.  No  very  stout  resistance 
was  anticipated  to  an  advance  of  the  left  of  our  line  if  the  naval  guns 
silenced  the  guns  of  the  Polvorin  and  Malate  batteries. 

The  outlook  for  General  MacArthur's  brigade  was  discouraging. 
Its  advance  was  hampered  and  intersected  in  all  directions  by  swamps 
and  paddy  fields ;  the  bush  was  thick,  and  the  enemy's  line  particularly 
strong  at  this  point.  It  was  a  crenelated  line  of  earthworks,  faced 
with  sand  bags.  Pieces  of  field  artillery  were  known  to  be  on  the  line 
west  of  blockhouse  No.  14.  The  problem  was  made  difficult — first, 
from  the  fact  that  we  could  not  be  sure  whether  our  first  attack  was 
to  be  tentative  or  serious,  this  depending  on  action  of  the  navy;  sec- 
ond, from  our  orders  not  to  displace  the  insurgents  without  their  con- 
sent from  their  position  to  the  right  of  their  gun  on  the  Pasay  road. 
This  to  the  very  last  the  insurgent  leaders  positively  refused  to  give. 
Yet,  if  we  could  not  go  far  enough  to  the  right  to  silence  their  field 
guns  and  carry  that  part  of  their  line,  they  would  have  a  fatal  cross 
fire  on  troops  attacking  blockhouse  No.  14.  I  therefore  directed  Gen- 
eral MacArthur  to  put  the  three  2.10-inch  guns  of  Battery  B,  Utah 
Volunteer  Artillery,  in  the  emplacement  of  the  insurgent  gun  and  to 
place  the  Astor  Battery  behind  a  high  garden  wall  to  the  right  of  the 
Pasay  road,  to  be  held  there  subject  to  orders. 

I  assumed  that  when  the  action  became  hot  at  this  point,  as  I  knew 
it  would  be,  the  insurgents  would  voluntarily  fall  back  from  their 
advanced  position,  and  that  the  Astor  Battery  and  its  supports  could 
take  position  without  opposition. 

Major-General  Merritt  came  to  division  headquarters  on  the  11th.  I 
at  once  summoned  the  brigade  commanders,  and,  upon  their  reporting, 
we  were  asked  when  we  would  be  ready  to  attack.  I  replied  that  the 
assault  could  be  made  the  next  morning  (August  12).    But  we  were 
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iuformed  that  the  naval  bombardment  would  take  place  on  Saturday, 
the  13th  instant,  probably  at  10  a.  m.  I  understood  from  the  general 
commanding  that  he  would  be  personally  present  on  the  day  of  battle. 
I  therefore  only  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  such  tactical  disposition 
as  would  put  my  division  in  the  best  position  for  the  commanding 
general's  personal  directions. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  General  Babcock  came  to  my  headquar- 
ters and  informed  me  that  the  major-general  commanding  would  remain 
on  a  dispatch  boat,  and  that  he  would  accompany  me  and  communicate 
any  orders  he  might  receive  froin  his  chief. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  all  parts  of  the  division  were  in  the 
positions  designated  in  my  order,  except  that  the  leading  battalion  of 
the  reserve,  instead  of  taking  post  500  yards  in  rear  of  the  crossroads 
from  the  Calle  Eeal  to  Pasay,  had  taken  post  in  the  open  field  abreast 
of  the  crossroad.  The  other  battalions  of  the  reserve  moved  up  pro- 
portionally, and  thus  the  whole  reserve  was  under  the  fire  zone;  but  as 
neither  shells  nor  bullets  fell  among  them,  I  did  not  move  them  back. 

Field  telegraph  stations  were  established  at  General  MacArthur's 
headquarters,  at  the  left  of  the  intrenchments  of  the  Second  Brigade 
on  the  beach,  at  the  reserve  near  the  Pasay  road,  and  near  the  hospital 
in  the  camp. 

The  fleet  opened  Are  at  9.30  a.  m.  The  first  shots  fell  short,  but  the 
range  was  soon  found,  and  then  the  fire  became  evidently  effective.  I 
at  once  telegraphed  General  MacArthur  to  open  on  blockhouse  No.  14 
and  begin  his  attack.  At  the  same  time  seven  of  the  guns  of  the  Utah 
batteries  opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  and  two  guns  on  the  right  of  this  brigade  opened  an  oblique 
fire  toward  blockhouse  No.  14. 

Eiding  down  to  the  beach,  I  saw  two  of  our  lighter-draft  vessels 
approach  and  open  on  the  Polvorin  with  rapid-fire  guns,  and  observed 
at  the  same  time  some  men  of  the  Second  Brigade  start  up  the  beach. 
I  ordered  the  First  California,  which  was  the  leading  regiment  of  the 
reserve,  to  go  forward  and  report  to  General  Greene.  Going  to  the 
reserve  telegraph,  I  received  a  message  from  MacArthur  that  his  fire  on 
the  blockhouse  was  effective,  but  that  he  was  enfiladed  from  the  right. 
I  knew  from  this  that  he  wished  to  push  the  insurgents  aside  and  put 
in  the  Astor  Battery.  I  then  authorized  him  to  attack,  which  he  did, 
and  soon  after  the  TWenty-third  Infantry  and  the  Thirteenth  Minne- 
sota carried  the  advance  line  of  the  enemy  in  the  most  gallant  manner, 
the  one  gun  of  the  Utah  Battery  and  the  Astor  Battery  lending  most 
effective  assistance. 

In  the  meantime  the  Colorado  regiment  had  charged  and  carried  the 
right  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  the  Eighteenth  Eegular  Infantry  and 
the  Third  Heavy  (Eegular)  Artillery,  acting  as  infantry,  had  advanced 
and  passed  over  the  enemy's  works  in  their  front  without  opposition. 
The  reserve  was  ordered  forward  to  follow  the  Second  Brigade  and  a 
battery  of  Hotchkiss  guns  was  directed  to  follow  the  Eighteenth 
Infantry.  Going  to  the  telegraph  station  on  the  left  of  our  line  on  the 
beach,  I  found  the  operator  starting  forward  in  the  rear  of  the  First 
California,  and  I  moved  forward  until  the  instrument  was  established 
in  the  first  house  in  Malate. 

The  first  ticking  of  the  sounder  informed  me  that  General  MacArthur 
was  heavily  engaged  at  a  second  line  of  defense  near  Singalong.  It 
was  evident  that  the  best  way  to  assist  him  was  to  press  our  suc- 
cess on  the  left.  I  therefore  directed  General  Greene  to  connect,  if 
possible,  with  General  MacArthur  by  sending  a  regiment  to  the  right. 
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But  the  enemy  seemed  determined  for  a  time  to  give  us  a  street  fight, 
and  the  Colorado  and  California  regiments  were  the  only  ones  avail- 
able. At  this  juncture  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  and  the  Hotchkiss 
battery  appeared  to  be  stopped  by  a  broken  pier  of  a  bridge ;  but  the 
engineer  company  brought  forward  a  portable  bridge,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  these  organizations  pressed  forward  through  the  Malate-Ermita 
redoubts.  Soon  the  men  from  Nebraska  and  Wyoming  came  on  shout- 
ing, for  the  white  flag  could  now  be  seen  on  the  sea  front;  yet  the  firing 
did  not  cease,  and  the  Spanish  soldiers  at  the  front  did  not  seem  to  be 
notified  of  the  surrender.  In  the  meantime  the  reserve  had  been  ordered 
forward,  except  one  regiment,  which  was  ordered  to  remain  in  the 
Second  Brigade  trenches.  The  seven  Utah  guns  were  also  ordered  to 
the  front,  one  infantry  battalion  being  directed  to  assist  the  men  of  the 
batteries  in  hauling  the  guns  by  hand. 

The  field  telegraph  wires,  extending  in  a  wide  circuit  to  the  extreme 
right,  for  a  time  gave  discouraging  reports.  The  front  was  contracted, 
the  enemy  intrenched,  and  the  timber  thick  on  both  sides  of  the  road. 
Only  two  regiments  could  be  put  on  the  firing  line.  The  Fourteenth 
Infantry  was  brought  forward,  but  could  not  fire  a  shot.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  telegraphed  MacArthur  to  countermarch  and  come  to 
Malate  by  way  of  Greene's  intrenchments  and  the  beach.  This  was  at 
1.25  p.  m.,  but  soon  after  I  learned  that  MacArthur  was  too  far  com- 
mitted to  retire.  The  guns  of  the  Astor  Battery  had  been  dragged  to 
the  front  only  after  the  utmost  exertions,  and  were  about  being  put 
into  battery.  At  the  same  time  I  received  a  telegram  stating  that  the 
insurgents  were  threatening  to  cross  the  bamboo  bridge  on  our  right; 
and  to  prevent  this  and  guard  our  ammunition  at  Pasay,  I  ordered  an 
Idaho  battalion  to  that  point.  It  was  evidently  injudicious  under  these 
circumstances  to  withdraw  the  First  Brigade,  so  the  order  was  coun- 
termanded and  a  dispatch  sent  announcing  our  success  on  the  left. 

In  answer,  the  report  came  that  Singalong  had  been  carried  and  that 
the  brigade  was  advancing  on  Paco.  At  this  point  it  was  subse- 
quently met  by  oue  of  my  aids  and  marched  down  to  the  Cuartel  de 
Malate  by  the  Calzada  de  Paco.  I  had  gone  in  the  meantime  to  the 
south  bridge  of  the  walled  city,  and  learning  that  the  Second  Oregon 
was  within  the  walls,  and  that  Colonel  Whittier  was  in  conference  with 
the  Spanish  commandant,  I  directed  General  Greene  to  proceed  at  once 
with  his  brigade  to  the  north  side  of  the  Pasig,  retaining  only  the 
Wyoming  battalion  to  remain  with  me  to  keep  up  the  connection 
between  the  two  brigades. 

A  remarkable  incident  of  the  day  was  the  experience  of  Capt. 
Stephen  O'Connor,  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry.  With  a  detachment 
of  fifteen  skirmishers  he  separated  from  his  regiment  and  brigade  at 
blockhouse  !No.  14,  and  striking  a  road,  probably  in  rear  of  the  enemy, 
marched  into  the  city  without  opposition  until  he  came  to  the  Oalle 
Eeal  in  Malate.  Along  this  street  he  had  some  unimportant  street 
fighting  until  he  came  to  the  Paseo  de  la  Calzada,  where,  learning  that 
negotiations  were  going  on  for  a  surrender,  he  took  post  at  the  bridge  of 
the  north  sally  port,  and  the  whole  outlying  Spanish  force  south  of  the 
Pasig  passed  by  this  small  detachment  in  hurrying  in,  intramuros. 
Captain  O'Connor  deserves  recognition  for  the  coolness  and  bravery  dis- 
played in  this  remarkable  adventure. 

Our  loss  in  the  First  Brigade  was  3  officers  wounded,  4  enlisted  men 
killed,  and  35  wounded.  The  loss  in  the  Second  Brigade  was  1  enlisted 
man  killed  and  5  wounded,  making  a  total  of  5  killed  and  43  wounded. 
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The  antecedent  loss  in  the  trenches  was  14  killed  and  60  wounded, 
making  a  total  of  122  casualties  in  the  taking  of  Manila.  This  is  only 
part  of  the  price  we  have  paid  and  are  paying  for  this  success,  for  men 
are  dying  daily  in  our  hospitals  from  disease  contracted  from  exposure 
in  camp  and  trenches.  All  hardships  and  privations  have  been  borne 
by  our  soldiers  with  remarkable  patience  and  cheerfulness.  The  oppo- 
sition we  met  iu  battle  was  not  sufficient  to  test  the  bravery  of  our 
soldiers,  but  all  showed  bravery  and  dash.  The  losses  show  that  the 
leading  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade — Thirteenth  Minnesota,  Twenty- 
third  Infantry,  and  the  Astor  Battery — met  the  most  serious  opposition 
and  deserve  credit  for  their  success.  The  Colorado,  California,  and 
Oregon  regiments,  the  Regulars,  and  all  the  batteries  of  the  Second 
Brigade  showed  such  zeal  that  it  seems  a  pity  that  they  did  not  meet 
foemen  worthy  of  their  steel. 

My  staff  officers  were  active,  zealous,  and  intelligent  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties,  and  the  men  and  officers  of  the  entire  division 
showed  the  best  qualities  of  American  soldiers. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Thomas  M.  Anderson, 
Brigadier- General,  JJ.  8.  Volunteers, 
Recently  Commanding  the  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Pacific 

>  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  )  Off  Cavite,  Manila  Bay,  P.  I.,  August  1,1898. 

1.  The  United  States  forces  assembled  at  Cavite,  Camp  Dewey,  and  in  transports 
off  Cavite  are  hereby  organized  as  the  Second  Division  of  the  Eighth  Army  Corps, 
composed  of  two  brigades.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  M.  Anderson,  United  States  Volunteers,  is 
assiglied  to  the  command  of  the  division.    The  brigades  are  organized  as  follows : 

FIRST  brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Arthur  MacArthur,  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  two  battalions;  Fourteenth  United  States 
Infantry,  one  battalion;  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry;  First  North 
Dakota  Volunteer  Infantry,  two  battalions;  First  Idaho  Volunteer  Infantry,  two 
battalions;  First  Wyoming  Volunteer  Infantry,  one  battalion ;  Astor  Battery. 

SECOND  brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  V.  Greene,  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  two  battalions;  Battalion,  four  foot  batteries, 
Third  United  States  Artillery ;  Company  A,  Battalion  United  States  Engineers ;  First 
California  Volunteer  Infantry ;  First  Colorado  Volunteer  Infantry ;  First  Nebraska 
Volunteer  Infantry;  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry;  Light  Battery  A,  Utah 
Volunteer  Artillery ;  Light  Battery  B,  Utah  Volunteer  Artillery. 

2.  The  Second  Oregon  Volunteer  Infantry  and  detachment  of  California  Volun- 
teer Heavy  Artillery,  now  at  Cavite,  will  remain  at  that  place  on  their  present 
duties,  the  commanding  officers  reporting  direct  to  division  commander. 

3.  The  signal  detachment  will  remain  at  Cavite,  and  will  report  to  the  chief  signal 
officer  at  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merritt : 

J.  B.  Babcock,  Adjutant-General. 
Official : 

S.  D.  Sturgis,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

y  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  )  Camp  Dewey,  P.  I.,  August  IS,  1898. 

A  combined  land  and  naval  attack  will  be  made  on  the  enemy's  works  to-mor- 
row, the  13tli  instant,  at  noon. 

It  will  consist  of  a  naval  and  artillery  attack.  Our  lines  vnll  make  no  advance, 
but  hold  the  trenches,  the  infantry  covering  the  artillery. 

The  First  Brigade  will  hold  the  right  of  the  line,  and  operating  on  the  Manila- 
Pasay  road,  have  for  its  immediate  objective  the  Spanish  blockhouse  No.  14,  and 
adjoining  trenches. 

The  Second  Brigade  will  hold  the  left  of  the  line,  operating  along  the  beach,  and 
connecting  with  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade.  The  Second  Brigade's  objective  is 
the  fort  on  the  Spanish  right,  on  the  beach  and  the  trenches  adjoining. 

The  First  Brigade  will  put  8  battalions  in  the  fighting  line  and  hold  3  in  the 
reserve.  The  Second  Brigade  will  put  7  battalions  in  the  fighting  line  and  8  in 
the  reserve. 

The  reserves  of  both  brigades  will  be  held  in  column  of  battalions  in  the  open 
field  to  the  west  of  the  Camino  Real,  and  500  yards  south  of  the  intersection  of  the 
Camino  Real  and  the  road  to  Pasay.  The  reserves  will  be  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  division  commander,  whose  position  will  be  on  the  Camino  Real, 
near  the  reserve. 

The  men  will  take  one  day's  cooked  rations,  canteens  filled  with  water,  and  a 
minimum  of  100  rounds  of  ammunition  for  the  Springfield  rifle  and  150  rounds 
for  the  Krag-Jorgensen.    Reserve  ammunition  will  be  held  with  the  reserve. 

Brigade  commanders  will  distribute  the  necessary  intrenching  tools  among  the 
several  organizations. 

The  general  hospital  will  remain  in  camp.  Ambulance  stations  will  be  estab- 
lished, one  on  the  beach  in  the  rear  of  the  left,  one  at  Pasay  in  the  rear  of  the 
right,  and  one  on  the  Camino  Real,  near  the  reserve. 

The  commanding  general.  Second  Brigade,  will  furnish  an  armed  guard  of  20 
enlisted  men — 10  to  report  to  Captain  Parrell,  assistant  surgeon,  on  the  beach, 
and  10  to  Captain  Keefer,  assistant  surgeon,  on  the  Camino  Real.  The  command- 
ing general  First  Brigade  will  furnish  an  armed  guard  of  10  enlisted  men  to 
Captain  McCornack,  assistant  surgeon,  at  Pasay.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  these 
guards,  in  the  first  place,  to  see  that  the  caramate  drivers  do  not  desert. 

All  positions  should  be  taken  up  by  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  13th  instant,  except 
reserves  which  will  take  position  at  11  a.  m. 

It  is  enjoined  on  all  to  avoid  a  premature  engagement.  Our  lines  will  not 
advance  except  under  orders  of  the  commanding  general  in  the  field. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Anderson: 

Henby  p.  McCain, 
First  Lieutenant,  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Ofacial: 

Elmbe  W.  Clark,  Aid-de-Camp. 


Manila,  P.  I.,  August  14, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Gavite,  P.  I. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  work  performed 
from  the  arrival  of  the  first  expedition  at  Cavite,  June  30,  to  the  capture 
of  Manila,  August  13,  1898. 

The  unloading  of  the  troops  and  supplies  from  the  ships  commenced 
on  the  first  of  July  and  continued  until  all  were  landed  at  Cavite. 
Storehouses  were  obtained  for  the  quartermaster  and  subsistence  stores 
and  troops  supplied  with  barracks  and  cooking  facilities.  Fuel  was 
scarce,  but  by  constant  effort  of  the  Department  and  assistance  trom 
the  troops  the  supply  was  sufScient,  though  precarious.  By  July  13 
all  stores  had  been  landed  and  stored,  means  of  water  transportation 
being  by  native  lighters,  or  cascos  and  captured  tugs  loaned  by  the 
Navy  Department. 
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On  July  15  began  the  transfer  of  troops  to  Camp  Dewey,  which  was 
established  between  Paranaque  and  Manila,  about  4  miles  from  the 
latter  place,  by  the  First  California  Yolunteers,  followed  by  the  troops 
of  the  second  expedition  under  General  Greene,  which  arrived  in  the 
harbor  July  17.  These  troops,  with  ten  days'  rations  and  all  camp 
equipage  and  ammunition,  were  safely  lauded  by  July  22. 

July  27  I  was  ordered  to  take  station  at  Camj)  Dewey  in  charge  of 
transportation,  and  from  that  time  until  August  12  I  was  constantly  at 
work  landing  troops,  supplies,  and  ammunition  at  Camp  Dewey  and 
Paranaque.  The  labor  was  most  arduous,  requiring  me  to  be  in  the  mud 
and  water  from  daylight  until  after  dark  daily.  Such  train  as  I  was 
able  to  form  from  the  native  ponies  and  buffaloes  was  used,  and,  in  spite 
of  a  severe  storm  of  nine  days'  duration,  incessant  rains,  and  almost  im- 
passable roads,  the  troops  and  all  necessary  supplies  were  transported, 
with  slight  delay,  no  loss,  and  little  damage,  to  the  camps  assigned  them. 
Native  bamboo  beds  were  supplied  for  every  tent  in  the  command,  so 
that  the  troops  were  all  raised  from  the  ground.  A  large  number  of 
similar  beds  were  placed  in  the  trenches  to  aid  in  keeping  the  men  dry, 
and  the  hospitals  were  similarly  supplied.  I  was  able  to  furnish  trans- 
portation to  the  batteries  to  haul  their  guns  to  the  trenches.  During 
the  fighting  of  July  31  and  August  2  I  supplied  the  fighting  line  with 
ammunition  and  the  medical  department  with  transportation  for  their 
wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  August  12  I  transported  the  reserve  ammunition 
to  the  several  stations  selected,  and  then  turned  my  transportation  over 
to  the  medical  officers  for  an  ambulance  train,  with  the  exception  of  the 
buffaloes,  which  were  turned  over  to  the  artillery  to  transport  guns. 

Just  before  the  attack  on  the  city  began  I  reported  to  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  division  and  remained  with  him  until  the  troops 
advanced  on  the  Malate  fort,  when  I  received  permission  to  accompany 
General  Greene's  advance.  I  remained  with  the  latter,  doing  duty  as 
an  aid,  until  he  reached  the  walled  city,  over  which  the  white  flag  had 
been  raised,  after  which  I  reported  back  to  the  division  commander. 

The  work  from  the  first  landing  at  Cavite  until  the  fall  of  the  city 
was  incessant  and  most  arduous.  The  necessity  of  employing  natives, 
the  difficulty  of  handling  a  people  of  a  foreign  tongue  and  peculiar  train- 
ing, and  the  fact  that  many  questions  of  pay  and  authority  had  to  be 
decided  upon  at  the  instant,  rendered  my  presence  absolutely  necessary 
at  all  times.  In  spite  of  the  weather  and  the  lack  of  facilities  except 
such  as  could  be  picked  up  in  an  enemy's  country,  the  work  was  done 
promptly,  and  the  troops  were  never  without  their  supplies.  Moreover, 
the  total  expenditures  for  labor,  supplies,  transportation,  and  protec- 
tion from  the  weather  was  less  than  $20,000,  Mexican  silver. 

Capt.  W.  A.  Harper,  assistant  quartermaster.  United  States  Volun- 
teers, reported  at  Camp  Dewey  August  2,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  as 
quartermaster.  Second  Brigade.  He  entered  into  the  work  most 
enthusiastically  and  rendered  me  great  assistance,  as  did  also  Capt.  C. 
G.  Sawtelle,  jr.,  assistant  quartermaster,  United  States  Volunteers,  who 
reported  with  the  First  Brigade,  August  7. 

Of  my  clerks,  W.  L.  Coakley,  G.  A.  Courtright,  Joseph  S.  Joplin,  and 
Van  B.  Lady,  who  most  cheerfully  endured  every  discomfort,  and,  with 
few  facilities,  kept  up  to  date  the  work  and  records,  I  can  not  speak  too 
highly. 

I  would  be  remiss  in  my  duty  if  I  failed  to  call  attention  to  the  hard 
work  and  gallant  conduct  of  Private  Francis  Finley,  Company  O,  First 
California  Volunteers,  who  was  on  special  duty  as  my  Interpreter. 
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Through  storm  and  wet,  often  without  rations,  he  was  ever  ready  for 
any  work  that  was  required  of  him. 

During  the  attack  on  the  Pennsylvania  regiment,  July  31, 1  sent  him 
out  with  a  supply  of  ammunition  in  six  carts  with  native  drivers.  A 
short  distance  in  rear  of  the  trenches  it  was  necessary  to  pass  through 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy.  One  horse  was  killed  and  a  native  driver 
wounded,  whereupon  the  other  natives  deserted  their  teams.  Private 
Finley  get  some  soldiers  to  assist  him,  and  delivered  the  ammunition 
at  the  trenches.  Eeturning  through  the  same  fire,  he  stopped,  picked 
up  two  wounded  officers  and  brought  them  to  the  hospital.  Later  he 
returned  to  the  trenches  with  12  caramettas  to  bring  in  the  wounded. 
On  the  day  of  the  battle  he  remained  with  me,  and  when  it  became 
necessary  for  me  at  one  place  to  prevent  the  insurgents  from  entering 
the  city  I  had  no  one  but  him  to  assist  me.  But  he  bravely  took  his 
stand  in  the  middle  of  the  street  and  held  it,  notwithstanding  there 
were  over  150  armed  insurgents  in  front  of  him,  rendered  furious  by 
our  refusal  to  admit  them.  I  earnestly  recommend  him  for  such  reward 
as  the  higher  authorities  may  see  fit  to  confer. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

Sam.  E.  Jones, 
Major  and  Quartermaster,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers, 
Corps  Quartermaster,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Corps, 


Headquaetees  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Eighth  Aemt  Corps, 

Manila,  August  23, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  brigade  down  to  and  including  the  capture  of  Manila  on 
August  13: 

The  brigade  left  San  Francisco  June  15  on  the  four  transports  China, 
Colon,  Zealandia,  and  Senator,  and  arrived  at  Cavite  on  July  17,  where 
I  reported  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  T.  M.  Anderson.  On  leaving  San 
Francisco  the  brigade  consisted  of  the  following:  First  Colorado 
Infantry,  Col.  Irving  Hale;  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  Col.  John  P. 
Bratt;  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  Col,  A.  L.  Hawkins;  First  Bat- 
talion Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  M.  Bailey; 
First  Battalion  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  John 
W.  French;  Battery  A,  Utah  Artillery,  Capt.  E.  W.  Young;  Battery  B, 
Utah  Artillery,  Capt.  F.  A.  Grant;  detachment  Company  A,  Engineer 
Battalion,  Second  Lieut.  William  D.  Connor. 

The  battalion  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  was  detached  and  landed 
at  Cavite.  The  other  troops  were  landed  on  the  beach  about  3  miles 
south  of  Manila  on  July  18,  20,  and  21,  without  loss  or  accident.  Camjp 
was  established  near  the  beach  and  named  Camp  Dewey,  in  honor  of 
the  distinguished  admiral  commanding  the  United  States  squadron  in 
these  waters.  The  insurgent  forces  under  General  Aguinaldo  then 
occupied  a  thin  line  of  trenches  and  barricades  about  3,000  yards  in 
front  of  us,  facing  the  Spanish  works  at  distances  varying  from  200  to 
1,000  yards.  Our  outposts  were  immediately  posted  in  rear  of  the 
insurgents  to  guard  against  any  surprise  in  case  the  latter  should  be 
driven  in  by  the  Spaniards. 
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August  1  the  Second  Division  was  organized  by  the  major-general 
commanding,  and  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade. It  consisted  of  the  troops  above  named,  except  Twenty-third 
Infantry,  and  of  the  following:  First  Oalifornia  Infantry,  Ool.  James 
F.  Smith ;  Second  Battalion  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  Maj. 
Charles  Kellar;  both  battalions  of  this  regiment  under  command  of 
Col.  D.  D.  Van  Valzah;  First  Battalion  Third  United  States  Artillery, 
Oapt.  James  O'Hara;  Second  Battalion  Third  United  States  Artil- 
lery, Oapt.  W.  E.  Birkhimer;  Company  A,  Engineer  Battalion,  Lieut. 
W.  D.  Connor. 

These  troops  were  landed  on  July  27  and  August  4,  partly  on  the 
beach  and  partly  on  the  Paranaque  Eiver,  about  1  mile  in  rear.  The 
landing  was  effected  under  great  difBcuIties,  during  a  heavy  southwest 
gaJe,  which  lasted  for  nearly  two  weeks,  and  was  accompanied  by  high 
surf  and  downpour  of  rain.  Considerable  damage  was  done  to  rations 
and  other  property,  but  no  lives  were  lost. 

On  the  morning  of  July  29,  in  compliance  with  verbal  instructions 
received  the  previous  day  from  the  adjutant-general  of  the  Eighth 
Army  Corps,  I  occupied  the  insurgent  trenches,  from  the  beach  to  the 
Calle  Real,  with  one  battalion  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  one 
battalion  First  Colorado  Infantry,  and  4  guns,  2  from  each  of  the  Utah 
batteries;  these  trenches  being  vacated  at  my  request  by  the  insurgent 
forces  under  Brigadier- General  Noriel.  As  these  trenches  were  badly 
located  and  insufficient  in  size  and  strength,  I  ordered  another  line 
constructed  about  100  yards  in  advance  of  them,  and  this  work  was 
completed,  mainly  by  the  First  Colorado,  during  the  night  of  July 
29-30.  The  length  of  this  line  was  only  270  yards,  and  on  its  right  were 
a  few  barricades,  not  continuous,  occupied  by  the  insurgents,  extend- 
ing over  to  the  large  rice  swamp  just  east  of  the  road  from  Pasay  to 
Paco,  shown  on  the  accompanying  map.  Facing  these  was  a  strong 
Spanish  line,  consisting  of  a  stone  fort  (San  Antonio  de  Abad)  near 
the  beach,  intrenchments  of  sand  bags  and  earth  about  7  feet  high  and 
10  feet  thick,  extending  in  a  curved  direction  for  about  1,200  yards  and 
terminating  in  a  fortified  blockhouse,  known  as  No.  14,  beyond  our 
right  on  the  Pasay  road.  It  faced  our  front  and  enveloped  our  right 
flank.  Mounted  in  and  near  the  stone  fort  were  7  guns  in  all,  viz,  3 
bronze  field  guns  of  3.6  inches  caliber,  4  bronze  mountain  guns  of  3.2 
inches  caliber,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  blockhouse  No.  14  were  2  steel 
mountain  guns  of  3.2  inches  caliber.  The  line  was  manned  throughout 
its  length  by  infantry,  with  strong  reserves  at  Malate  and  at  the  walled 
city  in  its  rear. 

Shortly  before  midnight  of  July  31- August  1  the  Spaniards  opened 
a  heavy  and  continuous  fire,  with  both  artillery  and  infantry,  from  their 
entire  line.  Our  trenches  were  occupied  that  day  by  the  two  battalions 
of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  one  foot  battery  (H),  nearly  200 
strong,  of  the  Third  Artillery,  and  4  guns,  2  of  Battery  A  and  two  of 
Battery  B,  Utah  Artillery. 

.  All  the  troops  in  camp  were  under  arms  within  fifteen  minutes  after 
the  firing  began.  Captain  Hobbs,  with  Battery  K,  Third  Artillery, 
proceeded  to  the  trenches  at  once,  without  waiting  for  orders. 

I  then  ordered  one  battalion  of  the  First  California  Infantry  to  move 
forward  to  the  trenches,  the  second  battalion  of  the  same  regiment  to 
move  forward  as  far  as  the  crossroad  to  Pasay,  about  1,200  yards  in 
rear  of  the  trenches,  the  third  battalion  of  the  same  regiment  and  the, 
three  battalions  of  the  First  Colorado  Infantry  to  move  forward  to  a 
line  just  out  of  range  of  the  Spanish  Infantry  fire  and  there  await 


64  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

orders.  The  First  Nebraska  Infantry  and  the  battalion  of  the  Eight- 
eenth United  States  Infantry  were  held  tinder  arms  in  camp.  The 
Third  Artillery  and  First  California  met  with  considerable  loss  in  advanc- 
ing through  the  infantry  fire  in  rear  of  our  trenches.  Captain  Hobbs 
of  the  Third  Artillery  was  slightly  wounded  and  Captain  Eichter  of 
the  First  California  mortally  wounded,  1  sergeant  was  killed  and  8  men 
of  these  two  commmands  were  also  wounded  before  reaching  the 
trenches.  When  they  reached  there  the  flre  of  the  Spaniards  had 
practically  ceased.  Meanwhile  the  attack  had  been  sustained  by  the 
Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  Battery  H  of  the  Third  Artillery,  and 
the  4  guns  of  the  Utah  Artillery.  For  about  an  hour  and  a  half  the 
firing  on  both  sides,  with  artillery  and  infantry,  was  very  heavy  and 
continuous,  our  expenditure  of  ammunition  being  160  rounds  of  artil- 
lery and  about  60,000  rounds  of  infantry.  That  of  the  Spaniards  was 
nearly  twice  as  much.  The  heaviest  losses  were  sustained  by  the  second 
battalion  of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania,  under  Major  Cuthbertson,  which 
was  posted  on  the  right  of  our  intrenchments  and  without  cover.  Major 
Cuthbertson  reports  that  the  Spaniards  left  their  trenches  in  force  and 
attempted  to  turn  our  right  flank,  coming  within  200  yards  of  his 
position.  But  as  the  night  was  intensely  dark,  with  incessant  and 
heavy  rain,  and  as  no  dead  or  wounded  were  found  in  front  of  his  posi- 
tion at  daylight,  it  is  possible  that  he  was  mistaken  and  that  the  heavy 
fire  to  which  he  was  subjected  came  from  the  trenches  near  blockhouse  14, 
beyond  his  right  flank  at  a  distance  of  about  700  yards.  The  Spaniards 
used  smokeless  powder,  the  thickets  obscured  the  flash  of  their  guns, 
and  the  sound  of  a  Mauser  bullet  penetrating  a  bamboo  pole  is  very 
similar  to  the  crack  of  the  rifle  itself. 

As  the  firing  slackened  I  ordered  the  First  Colorado  and  the  third 
battalion  of  the  First  California  to  return  to  camp,  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  trenches  and  remained  there  till  nearly  daylight.  The  firing 
ceased  about  2  a.  m.  and  was  renewed  for  a  short  period  about  9  a.  m. 
The  losses  of  the  night  were  as  follows : 


Killed  or 
died  of 
■wounds. 

"Wounded. 

Tenth  PenDsylvania 

2^ 

2 

29 

Third  Artillery 

5 

First  California 

g 

Battery  B,  Utah  Artillery 

1 

Total 

10 

This  attack  demonstrated  the  immediate  necessity  of  extending  our 
intrenchments  to  the  right,  and,  although  not  covered  by  my  instruc- 
tions (which  were  to  occupy  the  trenches  from  the  bay  to  Calle  Real 
and  to  avoid  precipitating  an  engagement),  I  ordered  the  First  Colo- 
rado and  one  battalion  of  the  First  California,  which  occupied  the 
trenches  at  9  a.  m.  August  1,  to  extend  the  line  of  trenches  to  the  Pasay 
road.  The  work  was  begun  by  these  troops  and  continued  every  day 
by  the  troops  occupying  the  trenches  in  turn  until  a  strong  line  was 
completed  by  August  12,  about  1,200  yards  in  length,  extending  from 
the  bay  to  the  east  side  of  the  Pasay  road.  Its  left  rested  on  the  bay 
and  its  right  on  an  extensive  rice  swamp  practically  impassable.  The 
,  right  flank  was  refused,  because  the  only  way  to  cross  a  smaller  rice 
swamp,  crossing  the  line  about  700  yards  from  the  beach,  was  along  a 
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crossroad  in  rear  of  the  general  line.  As  finally  completed  tne  works 
were  very  strong  in  profile,  being  from  5  to  6  feet  in  height  and  8  to  10 
feet  in  thickness  at  the  base,  strengthened  by  bags  filled  with  earth. 
The  only  material  available  was  black  soil  saturated  with  water,  and 
without  the  bags  this  was  washed  down  and  ruined  in  a  day  by  the 
heavy  and  almost  incessant  rains.  The  construction  of  these  trenches 
was  constantly  interrupted  by  the  enemy's  fire.  They  were  occupied  by 
the  troops  in  succession,  four  battalions  being  usually  sent  out  for  a  serv- 
ice of  twenty-four  hours,  and  posted  with  three  battalions  in  the  trenches 
and  one  battalion  in  reserve  along  the  crossroad  to  Pasay,  Cossack  posts 
being  sent  out  from  the  latter  to  guard  the  camp  against  any  possible 
surprise  from  the  northeast  and  east.  The  service  in  the  trenches  was 
of  the  most  arduous  character,  the  rain  being  almost  incessant  and  the 
men  having  no  protection  against  it.  They  were  wet  during  the  entire 
twenty-four  hours,  and  the  mud  was  so  deep  that  the  shoes  were  ruined 
and  a  considerable  number  of  men  rendered  barefooted.  Until  the 
notice  of  bombardment  was  given  on  August  7  any  exposure  above  or 
behind  the  trenches  promptly  brought  the  enemy's  fire,  so  that  the  men 
had  to  sit  in  the  mud  under  cover,  and  keep  awake,  prepared  to  resist 
an  attack,  during  the  entire  tour  of  twenty-four  hours.  After  one  par- 
ticularly heavy  rain  a  portion  of  the  trench  contained  2  feet  of  water, 
in  which  the  men  had  to  remain.  It  could  not  be  drained,  as  it  was 
lower  than  an  adjoining  rice  swamp  in  which  the  water  had  risen  nearly 
2  feet,  the  rainfall  being  more  than  4  inches  in  twenty-four  hours. 
These  hardships  were  all  endured  by  the  men  of  the  different  regiments 
in  turn  with  the  finest  possible  spirit  and  without  a  murmur  of 
complaint. 

On  the  night  of  August  1-2,  the  trenches  were  occupied  by  the  First 
Colorado  Infantry.  Firing  from  the  Spanish  lines  began  about  10  p.  m. 
and  was  kept  up  for  more  than  an  hour.  It  was  replied  to  by  the  guns 
of  Battery  B,  Utah  Artillery,  but  in  compliance  with  instructions  the 
infantry  made  only  a  slight  response.  Casualties  were,  1  killed  and  1 
wounded.  A  Spanish  shell  struck  one  of  the  guns,  carrying  away  the 
sight.  The  Spanish  fire  again  opened  at  5  a.  m.,  August  2,  and  con- 
tinued half  an  hour,  but  was  not  replied  to. 

August  2  the  trenches  were  occupied  by  the  First  Nebraska  and  one 
battalion  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry.  Heavy  fire  was  opened 
by  the  Spaniards  at  9.45  p.  m.,  and  continued  for  three-quarters  of  an 
hour.  The  commanding  officer  (Colonel  Bratt,  First  Nebraska)  being 
convinced  that  the  Spaniards  had  left  their  trenches  to  attack  him, 
replied  vigorously  with  both  artillery  and  infantry.  Casualties,  1  killed 
and  2  wounded. 

August  3  and  4  there  was  no  firing,  except  occasionally  between 
pickets  in  advance  of  the  trenches. 

August  5  the  trenches  were  occupied  by  five  companies  Fourteenth 
United  States  Infantry  and  four  companies  Twenty- third  United  States 
Infantry,  then  temporarily  under  my  command.  The  Spaniards  opened 
a  heavy  fire  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  with  both  artillery  and  infantry. 
The  artillery  fire  ceased  at  8  o'clock,  but  the  infantry  fire,  particularly 
on  our  right  flank,  was  kept  up  until  10  o'clock.  Under  the  impression 
that  the  Spaniards  had  left  their  trenches  to  attack  us  the  fire  was 
vigorously  returned  by  our  troops.    Casualties,  3  killed  and  7  wounded. 

August  6  there  was  no  firing  except  occasionally  between  pickets. 

August  7  the  notice  of  bombardment  after  forty-eight  hours,  or  sooner 
if  the  Spanish  fire  continued,  was  served,  and  after  that  date  not  a  shot 
5  M  a 
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was  fired  on  either  side  until  the  assault  was  made  on  August  13.  It 
was  with  great  difficulty,  and  in  some  cases  not  without  force,  that  the 
insurgents  were  restrained  from  opening  flre,  and  thus  drawing  the  flre 
of  the  Spaniards,  during  this  period. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  storm  and  high  surf  it  was  impossible  to  commu- 
nicate promptly  with  the  division  commander  at  Oavite,  and  I  received 
my  instructions  direct  from  the  major-general  commanding,  or  his  staff 
oiflcers,  one  of  whom  visited  my  camp  every  day,  and  I  reported  direct 
to  him  in  the  same  manner.  My  instructions  were  to  occupy  the  insur- 
gent trenches  near  the  beach  so  as  to  be  in  a  good  position  to  advance 
on  Manila  when  ordered,  but  meanwhile  to  avoid  precipitating  an 
engagement,  not  to  waste  ammunition,  and  (after  August  1)  not  to 
return  the  enemy's  flrre  unless  convinced  that  he  had  left  his  trenches 
and  was  making  an  attack  in  force.  These  instructions  were  given 
daily,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  to  the  officer  commanding  in  the 
trenches,  and  in  the  main  they  were  faithfully  carried  out.  More  ammu- 
nition than  necessary  was  expended  on  the  nights  of  August  2  and 
August  5,  but  in  both  cases  the  trenches  were  occupied  by  troops  under 
fire  for  the  first  time,  and  in  the  darkness  and  rain  there  was  ground  to 
believe  that  the  heavy  flre  indicated  a  real  attack  from  outside  the 
enemy's  trenches.  The  total  expenditure  of  ammunition  on  our  side  in 
the  four  engagements  was  about  150,000  rounds,  and  by  the  enemy  very 
much  more. 

After  the  attack  of  July  31-August  1, 1  communicated  by  signal  with 
the  captain  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Raleigh,  anchored  about  3,000  yards  south- 
west of  my  camp,  asking  if  he  had  received  orders  in  regard  to  the 
action  of  his  ship  in  case  of  another  attack  on  my  troops.  He  replied: 
"  Both  Admiral  and  General  Merritt  desire  to  avoid  general  action  at 
present.  If  attack  too  strong  for  you,  we  will  assist  you  and  another 
vessel  will  come  and  offer  help."  In  repeating  this  message  Lieutenant 
Tappan,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Gallao,  anchored  nearer  the  beach,  sent 
me  a  box  of  blue  lights,  and  it  was  agreed  that  if  I  burned  one  of  these 
on  the  beach  the  Baleigh  would  at  once  open  flre  on  the  Spanish  fort. 

On  the  2d,  and  again  on  the  3d,  I  reported  to  General  Merritt  that  I 
was  perfectly  confident  of  being  able  to  hold  the  trenches  against  any 
force  that  could  be  brought  against  them,  and  that  as  the  losses  in 
sending  forward  supports  were  so  heavy  before  they  could  reach  the 
trenches  I  had  increased  the  force  posted  in  them,  so  that  they  could 
probably  hold  them  without  assistance  from  camp.  On  both  days 
General  Merritt  replied,'  approving  what  I  had  done,  but  repeating  the 
caution  against  bringing  on  an  engagement  or  wasting  ammunition  in 
reply  to  the  Spanish  flre.  On  the  4th  the  Monterey  arrived  about  noon, 
and  as  we  had  then  lost  nearly  60  men  in  killed  and  wounded  without 
being  permitted  to  make  a  counter  attack,  I  reported  to  General  Mer- 
ritt, requesting  that  the  Monterey  be  anchored  off  Fort  San  Antonio  de 
Abad,  and  that  she  demolish  it  the  instant  the  Spanish  artillery  again 
opened  flre.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  General  Merritt  telegraphed 
for  me  to  meet  him  at  Bakoor,  opposite  Oavite,  and  on  arriving  there  I 
accompanied  him  to  the  Newport,  and  later,  at  his  request,  visited 
Admiral  Dewey  on  the  Olympia.  1  explained  the  situation  fully  to 
both,  viz:  That  I  was  perfectly  able  to  hold  the  trenches  against  any 
possible  attack,  but  that  nearly  every  night  my  men  were  being  killed 
or  wounded  by  Spanish  shells  or  bullets;  that  my  own  artillery  was  not 
sufficient  to  silence  that  of  the  enemy,  but  that  the  larger  guns  of  the 
navy  could  destroy  their  fort  in  half  an  hour.    I  considered  it  my  duty 
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to  make  known  these  facts  to  them.  The  Admiral  explained  his  plans 
in  detail,  and  stated  the  reasons  why  he  desired  to  avoid  engaging  his 
ships  at  that  time,  but  said  positively  that  if  I  burned  the  blue  light 
any  night  the  Raleigh  would  instantly  open  fire,  and  would  be  followed 
by  three  other  ships,  all  of  which  were  under  steam,  I  reported  this 
to  General  Merritt,  and  was  by  him  instructed  to  continue  the  passive 
defense  in  accordance  with  previous  instructions,  and  not  give  the 
signal  for  the  navy  unless  in  imminent  danger  of  being  driven  out  of 
the  trenches,  a  contingency  which  I  considered  most  improbable. 

On  the  evening  of  August  C  Brigadier-General  MacArthur,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  whose  troops  had  been  arriving  during  the  last 
two  days,  arrived  in  camp.  Our  commissions  were  of  the  same  date, 
but  he  was  senior  to  me  by  length  of  service,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  7th  I  reported  to  him  and  asked  his  instructions.  In  reply,  he 
desired  me  to  continue  in  command  of  the  trenches  and  the  supervision 
of  the  landing  of  troops  and  stores  until  the  arrival  of  the  division 
commander  or  the  establishment  of  his  own  headquarters.  At  3  p.  m.  he 
received  a  telegram  from  the  division  commander,  directing  him  to 
"assume  command,"  which  he  did.  He  continued  however,  until  the 
arrival  of  the  division  commander,  to  direct  the  oflBcers  commanding 
his  troops  detailed  for  trench  duty  to  report  to  me  for  instructions. 

On  the  8th  1  accompanied  General  MacArthur  in  an  examination  of 
the  entire  line  of  trenches  and  the  Spanish  position  as  seen  from  them. 
He  was  good  enough  to  approve,  in  every  respect,  the  selection  and 
construction  of  the  line  and  the  disposition  I  had  made  for  defending 
it.  On  returning  from  the  trenches  that  afternoon  we  fouTid  General 
Merritt  in  camp,  and  he  instructed  General  MacArthur  and  myself  to 
prepare  a  plan  of  attack  on  the  land  side  of  Manila  and  submit  it  to 
him  when  called  upon. 

On  the  9th  the  foreign  fleet  of  war  vessels  which  had  been  anchored 
In  front  of  Manila  withdrew,  and  was  followed  by  a  number  of  private 
launches  bringing  persons  and  property  out  of  Manila;  this  inconse- 
quence of  the  forty-eight  hours'  notice  of  bombardment  which  expired 
at  noon  of  that  date. 

General  MacArthur  and  myself  were  in  perfect  accord  as  to  the  proper 
method  of  attacking  the  Spanish  position,  and  in  compliance  with 
General  Merritt's  instructions  we  sent  him  during  the  afternoon,  by 
Captain  Mott,  of  his  staff,  a  joint  memorandum,  of  which  a  copy  is 
attached,  and  marked  A. 

On  August  10  General  Babcock,  adjutant-general,  arrived  in  camp 
at  1  p.  m.,  bringing  instructions  from  General  Merritt  in  reply  to  the 
memorandum  of  the  previous  day  and  asking  for  further  information, 
both  of  which  are  contained  in  a  memorandum  which  I  handed  to  Gen- 
eral Babcock,  and  of  which  a  copy  is  attached,  marked  B.  While  we 
were  talking  with  General  Babcock  the  division  commander  arrived  in 
camp,  and  all  further  instructions  were  received  from  him. 

On  August  11  General  Merritt  was  in  camp,  and  summoned  the  two 
brigade  commanders  to  division  headquarters,  and  notified  them  that 
the  bombardment  would  take  place  on  Saturday,  August  13,  and  that 
it  would  depend  on  the  result  whether  it  was  to  be  followed  by  an 
immediate  assault  or  whether  this  would  be  deferred  until  the  insur- 
gent trenches  on  the  right  had  been  secured. 

On  August  12  the  orders  of  the  division  commander  were  received 
at  5  p.  m.,  and  the  brigade  orders  for  the  attack  were  immediately  issued. 
(Copy  herewith,  marked  O.)  These  orders  were  carried  out  jln  eyep 
particular. 
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During  the  twenty-five  days  that  I  was  at  Camp  Dewey  daily  recon- 
noissances  were  made  by  officers  and  men  of  the  volunteer  regiments 
under  my  command,  supplemented  by  Company  A,  of  the  Engineer 
Battalion,  after  it  was  assigned  to  me,  and  fairly  accurate  maps  of  the 
country  in  our  front  had  been  prepared.  Captain  Grove  and  Lieuten- 
ant Means,  of  the  First  Colorado,  had  been  particularly  active  in  this 
work  and  fearless  in  penetrating  beyond  our  lines  and  close  to  those  of 
the  enemy.  As  the  time  for  attack  approached,  these  officers  made  a 
careful  examination  of  the  ground  between  our  trenches  and  Fort  San 
AntoniodeAbad,and  fin  ally,  on  August  ll,Maj.  J.  F.  Bell,  United  States 
Volunteer  Engineers,  tested  the  creek  in  front  of  this  fort  and  ascer- 
tained not  only  that  it  was  fbrdable,  but  the  exact  width  of  the  ford  at 
the  beach,  and  actually  swam  in  the  bay  to  a  point  from  which  he  could 
examine  the  Spanish  line  from  the  rear.  With  the  information  thus 
obtained  it  was  possible  to  plan  the  attack  intelligently. 

The  position  assigned  to  my  brigade  extended  from  the  beach  to  the 
small  rice  swamp — a  front  of  about  700  yards.  I  placed  3  additional 
guns,  making  7  in  all,  in  the  trenches  between  the  beach  and  Calle  Eeal. 
Seven  battalions,  viz,  First  Colorado  Infantry,  Eighteenth  United 
States  Infantry,  and  Third  United  States  Artillery,  were  placed  in  the 
trenches,  and  eight  battalions,  viz.  First  California,  First  Nebraska, 
and  Tenth  Pennsylvania,  were  in  reserve.  Two  navy  boat  guns,  3-inch 
caliber,  manned  by  detachments  from  Batteries  A  and  B,  Utah  Artil- 
lery, were  placed  on  the  right  near  the  swamp,  facing  the  Spanish 
trenches,  near  Blockhouse  14,  at  600  yards.  Three  Hotchkiss  revolving 
cannon,  1-inch  caliber,  manned  by  a  detachment  of  the  Third  United 
States  Artillery,  were  with  the  reserve.  The  troops  were  in  the  trenches 
at  8  a.  m.  and  the  reserve  in  position  at  10  a.  m.  The  day  opened  with 
heavy  rain,  which  continued  at  intervals  until  nearly  noon. 

The  navy  opened  fire  at  9.30  a.  m.  and  the  guns  in  the  trenches  at 
9.35.  The  firing  was  deliberate  and  careful,  and  nearly  every  shot  took 
effect  in  San  Antonio  de  Abad,  which  was  silenced  at  the  first  round 
and  made  no  response.  Only  27  shots  were  fired  in  fifty-five  minutes. 
General  Babcock,  adjutant-general,  was  present  with  me  in  the  trenches 
and  brought  instructions  from  General  Merritt  to  advance  with  infan- 
try as  soon  as  the  artillery  was  silenced,  and  to  make  this  a  demonstra- 
tion or  a  real  attack,  according  to  the  amount  of  resistance  encountered. 
At  10.15  I  sent  forward  the  first  battalion  of  the  First  Colorado  along 
the  beach  and  in  the  field  on  its  right,  and  followed  this  up  with  the 
second  and  then  the  third  battalion  of  the  same  regiment  at  distances 
of  about  200  yards.  They  met  a  light  fire  from  the  woods  on  their  right 
flank,  in  rear  of  the  Spanish  trenches  and  in  the  direction  of  Cingalon 
and  Paco.  They  replied  to  this  with  volleys,  and  the  companies  nearest 
the  beach  forded  the  creek,  advanced  through  the  water  on  the  beach, 
turned  the  right  flank  of  the  trenches,  and  entered  Fort  San  Antonio 
de  Abad  from  the  rear,  hauling  down  the  Spanish  flag  and  hoisting  the 
American  flag  about  11  a.  m.  The  fort  was  found  empty,  except  for  2 
dead  and  1  wounded;  4  guns  were  in  it,  2  field  pieces  of  3.6-inch  and  2 
mountain  guns  of  3.2-inch  from  which  the  breechblockshad  beenremoved. 

Seeing  the  fort  captured  without  resistance,  I  ordered  the  Eighteenth 
United  States  Infantry  to  move  by  the  left  flank  over  the  trenches  and 
along  the  road  to  Manila  in  column  of  fours,  not  anticipating  any  resist- 
ance. As  they  showed  themselves,  however,  a  sharp  fire  was  met  from 
the  woods  near  Cingalon,  and  the  Second  Battalion  deployed  to  the  right 
of  the  road  in  the  formatioTi  for  attack.  Although  the  enemy  could  not 
fe^  accurately  located  on  account  of  his  using  smokeless  powder,  thi? 
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fire  was  replied  to  by  volleys,  which  had  the  effect  of  subduing  it.  The 
battalion  then  moved  forward  by  rushes,  followed  by  the  First  Battalion, 
until  it  reached  the  Spanish  trenches,  which  had  been  abandoned,  leav- 
ing 3  dead.  When  the  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry  advanced,  I 
sent  orders  to  the  Third  United  States  Artillery  to  advance  to  the  front 
from  its  position  on  the  right,  and  their  advance  was  made  in  the  forma- 
tion for  attack  at  the  same  time  as  the  Eighteenth  United  States 
Infantry.  They  were  subject  to  the  same  fire  from  their  right  and  front 
near  the  Oingalon  woods,  to  which  they  replied,  subduing  it,  and  then 
advancing  to  the  Spanish  trenches,  which  they  found  deserted. 

Just  as  the  advance  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  and  Third  Artillery 
began  the  commanding  officers  of  the  reserve,  which  had  been  ordered 
up  by  the  division  commander,  reported  to  me,  and  I  directed  them  to 
follow  by  the  beach,  and  ordered  the  artillery  to  follow  on  to  Manila  as 
soon  as  they  could  get  the  assistance  of  the  infantry  to  haul  their  guns. 
As  the  bridge  near  the  fort  appeared  to  be  broken  by  artillery  Are,  I 
directed  the  engineer  company  to  carry  forward  some  large  trestles  and 
flooring  of  bamboo,  which  had  been  prepared  the  previous  day,  and  this 
was  done  under  fire. 

Having  made  these  dispositions,  I  rode  rapidly  forward  by  the  beach 
and  through  the  creek  to  the  fort.  A  portion  of  the  First  Colorado  was 
in  the  Spanish  trenches  replying  to  a  fire  from  a  second  line  of  defense 
running  along  the  road  from  Malate  to  Oingalon.  The  rest  of  the  Colo- 
rado regiment  and  all  of  the  California  were  in  the  houses,  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  in  our  front,  replying  to  this  same  fire  from  the  flank.  The 
engagement  here  lasted  about  fifteen  minutes  before  the  enemy's  fire 
was  subdued,  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of  1  killed  and  1  wounded  in  the 
Colorado  regiment.  The  First  Nebraska  and  Eighteenth  United  States 
Infantry  having  now  come  up,  I  directed  them  to  move  forward,  the 
former  along  the  beach  and  the  latter  along  Oalle  Eeal.  The  Colorado 
regiment  was  directed  to  protect  the  right  flank  from  any  possible  attack 
from  Cingalon  and  Paco.  The  California  regiment  was  already  in 
advance  on  Calle  Eeal.  In  this  way  the  brigade  moved  through  Malate, 
from  street  to  street,  meeting  a  straggling  fire  from  the  direction  of 
Paco,  but  no  serious  resistance.  The  TJ.  S.  S.  Gallao,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Tappan,  and  carrying  several  machine  guns  and  one  3-inch 
gun,  kept  abreast  or  slightly  in  advance  of  the  head  of  column  and 
within  200  yards  of  shore  all  the  way  to  the  walled  city,  and  was  always 
in  position  to  render  most  valuable  assistance  had  determined  resistance 
been  met. 

After  advancing  through  Malate  and  Brmita,  the  open  space  at  the 
Lnneta,  just  south  of  the  walled  city,  was  reached  about  1  p.  m.  A 
white  flag  was  flying  at  the  southwest  bastion,  and  I  rode  forward  to 
meet  it  under  a  heavy  fire  from  our  right  and  rear  on  the  Paco  road. 
At  the  bastion  I  was  informed  that  ofliccrs  representing  General  Mer- 
ritt  and  Admiral  Dewey  were  on  their  way  ashore  to  receive  the  sur- 
render, and  I  therefore  turned  east  to  the  Paco  road.  The  firing  ceased 
at  this  time,  and  on  reaching  this  road  I  found  nearly  1,000  Spanish 
troops  who  had  retreated  from  Santa  Ana  through  Paco  and  coming 
up  the  Paco  road  had  been  firing  on  our  flank.  I  held  the  commanding 
officers,  but  ordered  these  troops  to  march  into  the  walled  city.  At 
this  point  the  California  regiment  a  short  time  before  had  met  some 
insurgents  who  had  fired  at  the  Spaniards  on  the  walls,  and  the  latter, 
in  returning  the  fire,  had  caused  a  loss  in  the  California  regiment  of  1 
killed  and  2  wounded. 

My  instructions  were  to  march  past  the  walled  city  on  its  surrender,. 
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cross  the  bridge,  occupy  the  city  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pasig,  and 
protect  lives  and  property  there.  While  the  white  flag  was  flying  on 
the  walls  yet  very  sharp  firing  had  just  taken  place  outside,  and  there 
Were  from  6,000  to  6,000  men  on  the  walls,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
only  a  few  yards  from  us.  I  did  not  feel  justified  in  leaving  this  force 
in  my  rear  until  the  surrender  was  clearly  established,  and  I  therefore 
halted  and  assembled  my  force,  prepared  to  force  the  gates  if  there  was 
any  more  firing.  The  Eighteenth  Infantry  and  First  California  were 
sent  forward  to  hold  the  bridges,  a  few  yards  ahead,  but  the  Second 
Battalion  Third  Artillery,  First  Nebraska,  Tenth  Pennsylvania,  and 
First  Colorado  were  all  assembled  at  this  point.  While  this  was  being 
done  I  received  a  note  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whittier,  of  General 
Merritt's  staff,  written  from  the  captain-general's  office  within  the  walls, 
asking  me  to  stop  the  firing  outside,  as  negotiations  for  surrender  were 
in  progress.  I  returned  within  the  walls  with  the  messenger  and  found 
the  late  Governor -General,  Augustin,  the  acting  Governor -General, 
Jaudenes,  Admiral  Montojo,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Whittier,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Brumby,  of  the  Navy.  The  Spaniards  had  drawn  up  terms  of 
surrender,  which  Colonel  Whittier  informed  me  would  probably  be 
accepted  by  General  Merritt,  who  was  now  on  his  way  ashore  from  the 
Hewfort.  I  then  returned  to  the  troops  outside  the  walls  and  sent 
Captain  Birkhimer's  battalion  of  the  Third  Artillery  down  the  Paco 
road  to  prevent  any  insurgents  from  entering.  Feeling  satisfied  that 
there  would  be  no  attack  from  the  Spanish  troops  lining  the  walls,  I 
put  the  regiments  in  motion  toward  the  bridges,  brushing  aside  a  con- 
siderable force  of  insurgents  who  had  penetrated  the  city  from  the 
direction  of  Paco  and  were  in  the  main  street  with  their  flag,  expecting 
to  march  into  the  walled  city  and  plant  it  on  the  walls.  After  crossing 
the  bridges  the  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry  was  posted  to  patrol 
the  principal  streets  near  the  bridge,  the  First  California  was  sent  up 
the  Pasig  to  occupy  Quiapo,  San  Miguel,  and  Malacanan,  and  with  the 
First  Nebraska  I  marched  down  the  river  to  the  captain  of  the  port's 
office,  where  I  ordered  the  Spanish  flag  hauled  down  and  the  American 
flag  raised  in  its  place. 

The  Nebraska  regiment  was  posted  in  that  part  of  the  city  occupied 
by  the  custom-house  and  warehouses;  the  Third  Artillery  was  posted 
to  guard  the  bridges  on  the  right,  the  First  Colorado  to  protect  the  ter- 
ritory near  San  Sebastian  and  Sampaloc,  on  the  left  of  the  California 
regiment,  and  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  to  occupy  Santa  Cruz  between 
the  Colorado  regiment  and  the  Third  Artillery.  In  this  way  every 
bridge  and  principal  street  leading  into  the  city  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Pasig  was  occupied  before  dark.  The  Utah  batteries,  Hotchkiss 
guns,  and  engineer  company  were  stationed  in  the  center  near  the  Hotel 
de  Oriente,  where  I  established  my  headquarters.  The  streets  were 
filled  with  large  crowds,  but  there  was  no  disorder.  The  shops  were 
all  closed.  The  orders  to  the  troops  were  to  preserve  order  in  the 
streets,  protect  all  property,  and  prevent  any  armed  bodies  of  insurgents 
from  entering  the  city. 

The  night  passed  quietly,  the  troops,  for  the  most  part,  sleeping  in  the 
streets.  In  the  morning  the  Third  Artillery,  Tenth  Pennsylvania,  and 
First  Colorado  were  advanced  so  as  to  occupy  a  line  of  broad  thorough- 
fares— Paseo  de  Axcarraga,  Calle  Nueva,  Calle  del  Gral  Izquierdo, 
Calle  de  San  Bernardo,  and  Calzada  de  Iris — extending  from  the  bay 
on  the  west  to  the  Pasig  Eiver  on  the  east.  Accommodation  was  found 
for  the  men  in  barracks,  public  offices,  or  private  buildings,  substan- 
tially in  the  districts  above  indicated,  where  they  have  since  remained. 
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To  recapitulate,  this  brigade  reached  Manila  Bay  July  17,  landed  and 
established  camp  July  19-21,  was  attacked  by  the  Spaniards  July  31, 
August  1,  August  2,  and  August  5,  led  the  advance  in  the  attack  and 
capture  of  Manila  August  13.    Our  losses  were  as  follows : 


July  30. 

July  31. 

Aug.  1. 

Aug.  2. 

Aug.  5. 

Aug.  8. 

Aug.  13. 

Total. 

K. 

W. 

K. 

W. 

K. 

W. 

K. 

W. 

K. 

W. 

K. 

W. 

K. 

W. 

K. 

w. 

6 
2 
2 

29 
5 

8 

6 
2 
3 
1 
1 

Third  United  States  Artillery . 
First  California      

5 

1 

2 

4, 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

7 

2 

A 

Eighteenth  United  States  In- 

roarteenth  United  States  lu- 

2 
1 

3 

2 

2 
1 

3 

Twenty-third   United    States 

•>. 

1 

1 

Total              *  .    *    . 

1 

10 

43 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

7 

.... 

1 

1 

6 

16 

66 

It  is  impossible  to  give  any  accurate  figures  of  the  losses  of  the  Span- 
iards. Deserters  reported  that  the  day  after  the  first  attack  carts  con- 
taining over  30  dead  passed  through  the  streets  of  Malate  coming  from 
the  trenches.  The  Manila  papers  of  the  same  day  gave  the  names  of 
37  wounded  and  brought  to  the  hospitals.  On  the  13th  we  found  5 
dead  in  the  trenches;  how  many  were  removed  is  not  known.  The 
Manila  newspapers  gave  the  names  of  43  wounded  brought  to  the  hos- 
pitals. It  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  their  losses  from  August  1  to  13 
were  at  least  40  killed  and  100  wounded. 

The  effective  strength  of  the  brigade  on  the  afternoon  of  August  12 
was  as  follows : 


Eighteentli  United  States  Infantry 

First  Colorado  Infantry 

Pirst  California  Infantry 

First  Nebraska  Infantry 

Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry 

rirst  Battalion,  Third  United  States  Artillery... 
Second  Battalion,  Third  United  States  Artillery. 

Battery  A,  Utah  Artillery ., 

Battery  B,  Utah  Artillery 

Company  A,  Engineer  Battalion 

Total 


The  manner  in  which  the  troops  performed  their  duties,  whether 
'fighting,  working  in  the  trenches,  or  sitting  still  under  fire  with  strict 
orders  not  to  return  it,  is  worthy  of  the  very  highest  praise. 

The  resistance  encountered  on  the  13th  was  much  less  than  antici- 
pated and  planned  for,  but  had  the  resistance  been  greater  the  result 
would  have  been  the  same,  only  the  loss  would  have  been  greater.  For- 
tunately, the  great  result  of  capturing  this  city,  the  seat  of  Spanish 
power  in  the  East  for  more  than  three  hundred  years,  was  accomplished 
with  a  loss  of  life  comparatively  insignificant.  Of  the  assistance  con- 
tributed to  bring  about  this  result  by  the  United  States  ISTavy  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  Philippine  insurgents  on  the  other  it  is  not  my 
province  to  speak. 
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,f  ^u  the  morning  of  August  14  I  was  appointed  senior  member  of  the 
CQmSQjpsion  to  arrange  the  details  of  the  capitulation.  The  commission 
mst  ^the  ayuntamiento  (city  hall)  at  10  a.  m.  and  concluded  its  labors 
'^n^ygned  the  capitulation  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  same  day.  A  copy  of  this 
'9o(^ument  is  attached  hereto,  marked  D. 

In  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  thevalu- 
<able  services  rendered  by  Capt.  T.  B.  Mott,  aid-de-camp  to  the  major- 
%eneral  commanding,  who  has  been  temporarily  attached  to  my  staff 
since  July  27.  In  posting  troops  in  the  trenches,  in  making  reconnois- 
sances,  in  transmitting  orders  under  fire,  and  in  making  reports  he  has 
uniformly  exhibited  courage,  military  ability,  and  sound  judgment,  the 
qualities,  in  short,  which  are  most  valuable  in  a  staff  oflScer. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  Oapt.  W.  G.  Bates,  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  Lieut.  Schuyler  SchiefiSin,  aid-de-camp;  Oapt.  W.  A.  Harper, 
assistant  quartermaster,  and  Maj.  P.  S.  Bourns,  surgeon,  United  States 
Volunteers  (the  latter  on  special  duty,  not  medical),  all  of  whom  were 
with  me  on  August  13, 1  am  under  obligations  for  the  faithful  and  intel- 
ligent manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties.  They  all  carried 
orders  under  flre,  fortunately  without  any  casualties. 

Mr,  P.  D.  Millet,  the  well-known  artist  and  author,  whom  it  was  my 
good  fortune  to  know  in  the  Eusso-Turkish  campaign  twenty-one  years 
ago,  and  Mr.  G.  L.  Eathbone  were  with  me  in  the  trenches  and  in  the 
attack  on  Manila  on  August  13,  and  rendered  valuable  service  acting  as 
volunteer  aids-decamp. 

The  reports  of  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  separate  battalions, 
batteries,  and  engineer  company  are  transmitted  herewith;  also  two 
maps,  one  of  Manila  and  the  other  of  that  portion  of  the  Spanish  lines 
to  which  we  were  opposed. 

Very  respecttially,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  V.  Greene, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


A. 

MEMORANDUM  PREPARED    FOR    THE    CONSIDERATION    OF    MAJOR-GENERAL    MBKRITT, 
IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  HIS   VERBAL  INSTJRtJCTIONS   OF   AUGUST  8. 

We  have  carefully  studied  the  question  of  the  proper  maimer  of  assaulting  the 
Spanish  position  in  our  front,  extendingfrom  the  Powder  Magazine  Fort  to  Blockhouse 
14,  and  are  prepared  to  submit  a  definite  plan  of  attack,  upon  every  point  of  which 
we  are  fully  agreed,  when  called  upon.  Wo  consider  it  an  indispensable  preliminary 
to  success  that  the  insurgent  trenches  in  front  of  Blockhouse  14,  between  the  points 
A  and  B  on  the  accompanying  map,  should  be  occupied  by  the  troops  of  the  First 
Brigade,  and  that  these  trenches  should  be  eularged  and  strengthened  and  emplace- 
ments made  for  artillery,  so  as  to  provide  for  a  vigorous  assault  upon  Blockhouse  14. 
This  work  will  require  at  least  three  days.  We  can  probably  persuade  General 
Moriel  to  vacate  these  intrenchments,  or,  if  he  declines,  can  easily  remove  the  small 
number  of  insurgents  now  in  them ;  but  we  do  not  feel  authorized  to  take  either 
step  without  further  instructions. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Arthur  MacArthur, 
Brigadier-General  Volunteers. 

F.  V.  Greene, 
Brigadier-General  Volunteers, 
Camp  Dewey  August  9, 1S98—S  p.  m. 
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B, 

Camp  Dewey,  August  10,  1898. 

INSTRUCTIONS  FROM   GENERAL  MEKRITT,  BROUGHT  BY   GENERAL  BABCOCK. 

1.  No  rupture  with  insurgents;  this  is  imperative;  can  ask  insurgent  generals  or 
Aguinaldo  for  permission  to  occupy  their  trenches,  but  if  refused,  not  to  use  force. 

2.  No  extensions  of  lines,  as  proposed  in  memorandum  of  August  9,  which  will 
bring  about  partial  engagements  resulting  in  loss  prior  to  general  assault. 

3.  One  gun  can  be  placed,  within  two  hours  after  receiving  the  order,  in  the  insur- 
gent emplacement  on  the  road  facing  No.  14 — not  as  good  a  position  as  further  to 
the  front  and  right.  Three  more  guns  can  be  placed  behind  trench  near  the  beach 
without  precipitating  an  engagement.  Embrasures  can  be  cut  through  trenches 
to-night. 

4.  Troops  can  occupy  trenches  on  two  hours'  notice,  but  are  not  prepared  to  make 
a  determined  assault  without  carrying  out  memorandum  of  August  9,  requiring 
three  days.  We  can  hold  trenches  against  any  possible  attack  and  bring  8  iield 
guns  into  action  in  front  of  enemy's  line. 


0. 


General  Orders,  J  Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

\  Second  Division,  Eighth  Corps, 

No.  13.  )  Camp  Dewey,  Near  Manila,  August  IZ,  1898. 

I.  In  compliance  witli  instructions  from  the  division  commander,  the  following 
dispositions  will  be  made  of  the  troops  of  this  brigade  during  the  combined  land 
and  naval  attack  which  will  be  made  on  the  defenses  of  Manila  to-morrow, 
August  13,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

n.  The  brigade  headquarters  will  be  in  the  trenches  at  the  Calle  Real. 

The  First  Colorado  Infantry  will  occupy  the  trenches  from  the  beach  to  the  Calle 
Beal.  Two  battalions  will  be  in  the  main  trench  and  the  third  battalion  in  the 
old  trenches  of  the  insurgents  about  100  yards  in  the  rear. 

Seven  guns  of  Batteries  A  and  B,  Utah  Artillery,  will  fire  through  embrasures 
in  the  same  trenches. 

One-half  of  Company  A,  Engineer  Battalion,  will  occupy  the  same  trenches, 
their  right  at  Calle  Real. 

The  Eighteenth  Infantry,  two  battalions,  will  occupy  the  trenches  from  the 
Calle  Real  to  a  road  about  250  yards  to  the  right. 

The  Third  Artillery,  two  battalions,  will  occupy  the  trenches  from  the  point 
last  named  to  a  small  swamp  about  200  yards  to  the  right. 

A  detachment  from  Battery  A,  and  another  detachment  from  Battery  B,  Utah 
Artillery,  15  men  each,  both  under  command  of  Lieut.  W.  C.  Webb,  will  be 
posted  with  two  3-pounder  navy  guns  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Artillery,  facing 
the  Spanish  trenches  at  the  north  end  of  the  small  swamp,  distance  about  700 
yards. 

The  foregoing  trooi)s  will  leave  camp  at  6.80  a.  m.  and  be  in  position  at  8  a.  m. 

The  First  California  Infantry,  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  and  Tenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry  will  form  the  reserve,  in  column  of  battalions,  from  beach  to 
Calle  Real,  just  in  rear  of  the  line  of  fire,  about  500  yards  south  of  the  cross- 
roads to  Pasay.    These  troops  will  leave  camp  so  as  to  be  in  position  at  10  a.  m. 

m.  The  camp  guard  will  be  reduced  to  1  oflB.cer  and  24  men  for  each  regiment 
of  three  battalions,  and  1  officer  and  16  men  for  each  regiment  of  two  battalions. 
The  headquarters  guard  will  be  furnished  by  the  First  California  Infantry,  and 
will  consist  of  1  officer,  3  noncommissioned  officers,  12  men,  and  3  orderlies. 
The  commanding  officer.  First  California  Infantry,  will  detail  a  noncommissioned 
officer  and  9  men,  armed  and  equipped,  to  report  to  Captain  Farrell,  assistant 
surgeon,  at  the  temporary  hospital  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the  line  at  the  beach. 
The  commanding  officer.  First  Nebraska,  will  make  a  similar  detail  to  report  to 
Captain  Keefer,  assistant  surgeon,  at  the  temporary  hospital  near  the  the  reserve. 
It  wiU  be  part  of  the  duty  of  these  details  to  see  that  the  carametta  drivers  do 
not  desert. 

The  signal  detail  on  the  beach  near  brigade  headquarters  will  be  furnished  by 
the  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  and  will  consist  of  1  sergeant  and  3  men.    AH  beach 
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and  other  guards  and  details,  except  those  above  named,  will  be  withdrawn,  and 
all  extra  and  daily  duty  men  will  go  to  the  front  with  their  respective  commands. 

IV.  All  troops  that  have  been  furnished  with  brown  canvas  uniforms  will  wear 
them,  and  officers  may,  at  their  discretion,  wear  the  same,  or  blue  shirts,  pro- 
vided they  wear  shoulder  straps.  Other  troops  will  wear  blue  shirt  and  trousers, 
and  all  will  wear  campaign  hats.  The  men  will  carry  their  ponchos  or  rubber 
blankets  folded  and  hung  at  the  belt.  Each  man  will  carry  his  rifle,  bayonet, 
belt,  haversack,  canteen,  and  300  rounds  of  ammunition,  the  belt  being  fuU  and 
the  rest  in  his  haversack.  In  his  haversack  will  be  carried  two  days'  rations  of 
meat  and  hard  bread  and  the  mess  kit.  Front-rank  men  will  fill  their  canteens 
with  coflEee,  and  rear-rank  men  with  water.  In  firing,  the  ammunition  in  the 
haversacks  will  be  used  first  and  that  in  the  belts  reserved  until  the  last. 

All  spades,  shovels,  axes,  and  hatchets  in  the  possession  of  regiments  wiU  be 
taken  forward  and  distributed  uniformly  through  the  companies,  so  as  to  give, 
if  possible,  at  least  1  intrenching  tool  for  each  set  of  fours,  1  hatchet  or  ax  in 
each  section,  and  1  pick  in  each  platoon.  Regimental  commanders  will  desig- 
nate definitely  the  men  in  each  squad,  section,  or  platoon  by  whom  these  tools 
are  to  be  carried. 

Wire  cutters  will  be  furnished  as  far  as  the  supply  permits,  to  companies  who 
wiU  meet  barbed-wire  fences,  one  cutter  to  each  company,  and  it  wiU  be  carried 
by  the  first  sergeant. 

V.  Firing  from  the  trenches  will  be  by  volleys  only,  and  on  the  order  of  the 
brigade  commander  transmitted  through  regimental  and  battalion  commanders. 
The  supply  of  ammunition  is  small  for  the  work  to  be  done  and  must  be  used 
very  sparingly  from  the  trenches,  so  as  to  reserve  a  sufficient  supply  for  an  attack, 
if  ordered.  Firing  into  thickets  and  in  the  general  direction  of  the  enemy  will 
not  be  permitted.    Fire  only  when  the  enemy  or  his  trenches  can  be  plainly  seen. 

VI.  Whether  the  troops  will  remain  in  the  trenches,  advance  to  occupy  Manila 
on  surrender,  or  advance  to  assault  the  Spanish  trenches,  will  depend  on  the 
result  of  the  bombardment,  and  the  orders  of  the  general  commanding  in  the 
field,  to  be  given  at  the  time.  In  case  of  assault  the  attack  will  be  made  by  suc- 
cessive battalions,  in  the  formation  for  attack  prescribed  in  the  drill  regulations, 
each  regiment  covering  the  front  of  one  battalion;  distance  between  battalions, 
about  300  yards.  The  First  Colorado  Infantry  will  advance  with  its  left  along 
the  beach  and  six  companies  will  ford  the  stream  in  front  of  the  Spanish  fort  (Fort 
San  Antonio)  at  the  beach  and  assault  the  fort  from  the  beach;  the  other  six  com- 
panies will  keep  connection  with  the  left  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  along  the 
Calle  Real.  The  Eighteenth  Infantry  and  Third  Artillery  will  advance  straight 
to  the  front  against  the  Spanish  trenches,  the  right  of  the  Third  Artillery  attack- 
ing their  lines  just  west  of  the  blockhouse,  14,  in  connection  with  the  attack  of 
the  First  Brigade  on  that  blockhouse  and  the  lines  northeast  of  it. 

The  regiments  in  reserve  will  attack  where  ordered  by  the  division  commander, 
whose  headquarters  will  be  on  the  Calle  Real  near  the  reserve,  or  in  his  absence 
by  the  brigade  commanders. 

Further  movements  of  the  troops  will  depend  on  the  progress  of  the  action  and 
orders  given  at  the  time. 

VII.  Maj.  Lewis  H.  Kemble,  surgeon  First  Colorado,  will  report  to  Major 
Crosby  for  duty  at  the  brigade  hospital,  and  Capt.  Charles  E.  Locke,  assistant 
surgeon  First  Colorado,  will  accompany  his  regiment  during  the  day.  Caramet- 
tas  and  buffalo  carts  will  be  used  to  carry  forward  reserve  ammunition  and  bring 
back  the  wounded. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Greene: 

W.  G.  Bates, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


D. 

Manila,  August  U,  1898. 

The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a  commission  to  determine  the  details 
of  the  capitulation  of  the  city  and  defenses  of  Manila  and  its  suburbs  and  the 
Spanish  forces  stationed  therem,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  entered  into 
the  previous  day  by  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  United  States  Army,  American 
commander  in  chief  in  the  Philippines,  and  His  Excellency  Don  Fermin  Jaudenes, 
acting  general  in  chief  of  the  Spanish  army  in  the  Philippines,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following: 

1.  The  Spanish  troops,  European  and  native,  capitulate  with  the  city  and  its 
defen.ses,  with  all  the  honors  of  war,  depositing  their  arms  in  the  places  desig- 
nated by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  remaining  in  the  quarters 
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designated  and  under  the  orders  of  their  officers,  and  subject  to  control  of  the 
aforesaid  United  States  authorities,  until  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  two  belligerent  nations. 

All  persons  included  in  the  capitulation  remain  at  liberty,  the  officers  remain- 
ing in  their  respective  homes,  which  shall  be  respected  as  long  as  they  observe 
the  regulations  prescribed  for  their  government  and  the  laws  in  force. 

2.  Officers  shall  retain  their  side  arms,  horses,  and  private  property. 

3.  All  public  horses  and  public  property  of  all  kinds  shall  be  turned  over  to 
staff  officers  designated  by  the  United  States. 

4.  Complete  returns  in  duplicate  of  men  by  organizations,  and  full  lists  of  public 
property  and  stores,  shall  be  rendered  to  the  United  States  within  ten  days  from 
this  date. 

5.  All  questions  relating  to  the  repatriation  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Spanish 
forces  and  of  their  families,  and  of  the  expenses  which  said  repatriation  may 
occasion,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  at  Washington. 

Spanish  families  may  leave  Manila  at  any  time  convenient  to  them. 
The  return  of  the  arms  surrendered  by  the  Spanish  forces  shall  take  place  when 
they  evacuate  the  city,  or  when  the  American  army  evacuates. 

6.  Officers  and  men  included  in  the  capitulation  shall  be  supplied  by  the  United 
States,  according  to  their  rank,  with  rations  and  necessary  aid  as  though  they 
were  prisoners  of  war  until  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain. 

All  the  funds  in  the  Spanish  treasury  and  all  other  public  funds  shall  be  turned 
over  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

7.  This  city,  its  inhabitants,  its  churches  and  religious  worship,  its  educational 
establishments,  and  its  private  property  of  all  descriptions  are  placed  under  the 
special  safeguard  of  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  American  army. 

F.  V.  Greene, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  United  States  Army. 
B.  P.  Lambeeton, 

Captain,  United  States  Navy. 
Chas.  a.  Whittiek, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Inspector-General. 
E.  H.  Cbowder, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Judge-Advocate. 
Nicolas  de  la  Pena, 

Auditor-General  Exemo. 
Carlos  Reyes, 

Coronel  de  Ingenieros. 
Jose  Maria  Olaquen  Feliu, 

Coronel  de  Estado  Major. 


Headquarters  First  RsaiMENT  Colorado  Infantry, 

United  States  Volunteers, 
San  Sebastian,  Manila,  August  18, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  August  17, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  First  Colorado  Infantry  in  the 
engagements  of  July  81,  August  1,  August  1-2,  August  2-3,  August  5-6,  August 
6-7,  and  August  13. 

July  31- August  1. — We  were  awakened  about  11.45  p.  m.  by  artillery  and  infan- 
try flnng  at  the  front,  which  the  sentinel  stated  had  been  going  on  for  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes.  I  ordered  assembly  and  reported  at  once  to  General  Greene,  at 
brigade  headquarters,  requesting  authority  to  take  regiment  to  the  front  as  reen- 
foroement,  if  necessary,  as  they  would  evidently  soon  be  out  of  ammunition  at 
the  rate  they  were  going.  He  stated  that  he  wished  to  hold  this  regiment  to  send 
to  Pasay,  in  case  of  a  flank  attack  from  that  direction,  and  instructed  me  to  form 
the  companies  and  hold  them  in  readiness.  A  few  minutes  later  he  directed  that 
the  reginient  be  moved  to  a  point  usually  occupied  by  the  outpost  reserve  about 
half  a  mile  south  of  the  Pasay  crossroad.  The  regiment  was  immediately  moved 
out,  with  advance  ^ard,  and  formed  in  two  lines  across  road  and  fields  at  place 
indicated,  behind  First  and  Second  battalions,  California,  and  in  front  of  their 
Third  Battalion,  from  which  point  it  could  be  promptly  moved  either  to  the  front 
or  to  Pasay  to  repel  flank  attack.    The  adjutant  was  sent  forward  to  ascertain 
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exact  location  of  California  battalions  and  request'  them  to  notify  ns  if  they 
moved  forward.  He  reported  that  the  First  Battalion  had  already  gone  on  to  the 
trenches,  and  the  Second  had  followed.  (Later  investigation  showed  that  the 
latter  stopped  at  the  Pasay  crossroad) .  The  Colorado  regiment  was  then  moved 
a  little  farther  forward  to  a  more  advantageous  position,  remaining  in  double 
line  across  fields  as  before,  and  remained  until  about  3  a.  m.,  when,  the  engage- 
ment having  stopped,  General  Greene  instructed  us  to  return  to  camp. 

August  1-S. — This  regiment  left  camp  at  8  a.  m. ,  the  First  Battalion  relieving 
Pennsylvania  in  the  intrenchments;  the  Second  Battalion  establishing,  covering, 
and  intrenching,  as  far  as  possible,  a  line  from  right  of  intrenchments  in  a  gen- 
eral southeasterly  direction  to  point  on  north  Pasay  road,  800  yards  north  of  Pasay; 
and  the  Third  Battalion  in  reserve,  2  companies  at  Pasay,  and  3  at  crossroads,  800 
yards  west  of  Pasay,  where  they  fortified  houses  for  safe  occupation. 

Just  after  dark  (about  7  p.  m.),  while  a  trench  was  being  dug  across  swamp, 
just  east  of  the  Camino  Real,  the  Spanish  opened  upon  the  working  party, 
requiring  a  few  volleys  from  our  right  to  stop  them.  About  9.15  p.  m.,  while 
still  working  in  the  trench,  the  enemy  again  began  a  strong  artillery  and  infantry 
fire  along  the  entire  line;  the  infantry  fee  apparently  coming  from  their  advance 
intrenchments  and  the  woods  and  hedges  in  front  of  our  fianks.  Their  infantry 
fee  was  high,  as  a  rule,  but  the  artillery  was  accurate  and  effective — one  shell 
striking  a  Utah  gun  and  knocking  off  the  sight,  several  striking  parapet  and 
convent,  and  a  large  number  landing  within  10  feet  to  100  yards  in  rear.  We 
were  finally  obliged  to  reply  and  kept  up  a  strong  fire  for  some  fifteen  minutes, 
when,  feeling  satisfied  that  there  was  no  danger  of  a  determined  assault  by  the 
Spanish,  and  desiring  to  economize  ammunition  as  much  as  possible,  I  tried  the 
experiment  of  stopping  our  firing.  The  eneiny's  infantry  fire  lessened,  but  his 
artillery  fire  continued.  The  commander  of  the  Utah  Battery  requested  permis- 
sion to  try  to  silence  the  Spanish  guns,  and  was  allowed  to  fire  a  few  more  shots; 
but  being  convinced  that  the  range  used  was  too  high  and  that  by  firing  we 
were  merely  affording  a  target  to  the  enemy,  who  evidently  had  OTir  range  accu- 
rately, I  ordered  him  to  cease  firing.  The  Spanish,  after  firing  a  few  more  shots, 
also  stopped  both  artillery  and  infantry.  The  engagement  lasted  from  about  9.15 
to  10  p.  m. 

At  daybreak,  about  5  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  up  again,  both  artillery  and 
infantry,  and  maintained  a  lively  fe-e  for  about  half  an  hour,  to  which  we  made 
practically  no  reply,  not  considering  it  necessary  and  desiring  to  economize 
ammunition. 

Company  G,  in  woods  to  right  of  swamp  just  east  of  the  Camino  Real,  was 
subjected  to  an  annoying  fee,  not  only  during  the  engagements,  but  at  intervals 
tfeoughout  day  and  night. 

Private  Fred  E.  Springstead,  Company  D,  was  kiQed  (shot  through  eye)  while 
firing  over  parapet  during  main  engagement,  about  9.30  p.  m. 

Private  Edward  L.  Zaohary,  Company  G,  stationed  in  woods,  was  wounded  in 
the  leg  during  feing  about  7  p.  m. 

Total  expenditure  of  ammunition  by  regiment,  5,209  rounds,  of  which  2,245 
rounds  were  used  by  Company  G  on  account  of  the  frequent  fire  to  which  they 
were  exposed. 

August  2-S. — In  Camp  Dewey.    Not  engaged. 

August  S-6. — In  Camp  Dewey.    Not  engaged. 

August  6-7. — First  Battalion  on  right  of  line,  right  resting  on  North  Pasay  road. 
No  firing. 

August  13.— On  the  12th,  having  been  notified  that  the  Colorado  regiment  would 
make  the  attack  from  main  intrenchments  between  beach  and  the  Camino  Real, 
I  obtained  authority  from  General  Greene  to  have  a  detail  from  the  regiment  cut 
a  road  through  bamboo  thicket  along  beach,  leaving  fringe  of  trees  as  a  screen, 
so  that  troops  could  be  marched  in  column  under  cover  about  300  yards  forward 
of  works;  also  to  clear  away  fallen  trees,  brush,  and  barbed  wire  forward  of 
abandoned  Spanish  trenches,  300  and  470  yards  in  front  of  our  line.  The  road 
was  cut  during  the  afternoon  and  the  obstacles  removed  during  night,  with  the 
aid  of  an  accurate  reconnoissance  to  within  200  yards  of  Spanish  intrenchments 
made  during  afternoon  by  myself  and  the  offlcers  of  the  detail.  Captain  Stewart 
and  Lieutenant  Means.  The  forward  abandoned  Spanish  trench  was  also  extended 
across  to  beach. 

The  regiment  left  Camp  Dewey  at  6.30  a.  m.  Saturday,  August  13,  for  intrench- 
ments about  If  miles  north  of  camp,  and  were  posted  between  beach  and  Camino 
Real,  the  First  Battalion  in  left  half  (next  to  beach)  of  main  intrenchments.  Sec- 
ond Battalion  in  right  half  of  same  (next  to  road) ,  Third  Battalion  100  yards  in 
rear  in  abandoned  Philippine  intrenchments,  which  they  strengthened  and  drained. 
The  combined  attack  by  Navy  and  Utah  Batteries  A  and  B  began  about  10  a,  m. 
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and  lasted  about  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes.  Immediately  after  they  ceased  firing 
the  First  Battalion,  First  Colorado,  advanced  Companies  C  and  D  in  line  of  skir- 
mishers through  field  on  right,  and  thence  through  brush  field  (which  had  been 
partially  cleared  by  a  detachment  from  regiment  during  preceding  night)  to  the 
second  line  of  abandoned  Spanish  trenches,  about  470  yards  in  front  of  our  main 
intrenchments;  Companies  I  and  K  in  column  along  road  cut  the  previous  day 
through  bamboo  jungle  along  beach,  where  they  were  fully  covered,  to  a  point 
opposite  C  and  D  companies,  where  they  deployed  to  left  as  skirmishers.    Com- 

Eanies  C  and  D  then  fired  volleys  by  platoons  on  part  of  Spanish  lines  in  their 
:ont,  while  Companies  I  and  K  rushed  forward,  forded  river  at  mouth  (water 
waist  to  breast  deep),  and  advanced  on  farther  side  toward  fort,  firing  to  keep 
the  enemy.  If  still  there,  behind  his  parapet.  The  Second  Battalion  moved  out  in 
practically  the  same  way,  F  and  Gt  companies  reenforcing  C  and  D  on  right  and 
A  and  E  companies  reenforcing  I  and  K  on  left.  The  Third  Battalion  followed  in 
similar  formation,  B  and  H  on  right,  L  and  M  on  left.  Company  A  took  the  place 
of  I,  which  moved  out  into  bay  around  right  of  Spanish  line  to  take  it  in  flank 
and  rear.  All  of  the  companies  then  pressed  forward  by  alternate  rushes  and, 
meeting  no  opposition,  entered  the  works,  finding  them  deserted,  except  for  a  few 
wounded  left  behind.  The  Spanish  flag  on  fort  was  at  once  pulled  down  and 
United  States  flag  raised.  The  troops  were  immediately  placed  in  an  interior 
trench  and  behind  a  second  line  of  parapet,  so  as  to  resist  any  attack  from  trees 
and  buildings  in  rear  and  right,  which  came  in  a  few  minutes  and  was  continued 
at  intervals  whenever  our  troops  exposed  themselves  in  moving  from  place  to 
place  in  works.  This  fire  was  soon  silenced  by  return  in  general  direction  from 
which  it  came.  During  this  firing,  and  while  raising  fiag  on  house  in  rear  of 
works,  Private  Phoenix,  Company  I,  was  seriously  wounded  in  neck.  The  regi- 
ment then  moved  on  into  Malate,  taking  possession  of  plaza,  occupying  adjacent 
buildings,  and  throwing  out  patrols.  There  was  considerable  firing  from  front, 
during  which  Private  Frank  Smith,  Company  H,  was  wounded  in  the  neck. 
Thence  the  march  was  resumed  past  Old  Manila  (the  walled  city)  into  New 
Manila. 

After  dark  the  regiment  was  sent  to  San  Sebastian  to  guard  roads  in  San  Paloc 
district  against  insurgents,  who  were  reported  by  Spanish  to  be  flanking  them 
and  driving  them  back.  On  conferring  with  Spanish  officers  at  San  Sebastian  we 
found  that  they  were  greatly  alarmed  about  the  insurgents,  and  wanted  to  have 
our  entire  regiment  posted  at  once  in  their  trenches  so  that  their  men  could  retire. 
I  told  them  that  this  was  out  of  the  question,  but  that  we  would  guard  the  roads 
to  prevent  armed  insurgents  coming  in,  and  would  send  officers  to  confer  with 
the  insurgent  general  and  induce  him  to  suspend  flring  in  this  direction,  and  pre- 
vent his  men  crossing  the  Pasig  River  with  arms.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCoy 
and  Lieutenant  Lister,  his  battalion  adjutant,  with  Private  Thompson  as  inter- 
preter, went  on  this  mission,  and  although  General  Pio  del  Pilar  was  found  to  be 
absent  at  Santa  Ana,  obtained  promise  from  the  officer  in  charge  to  comply  with 
above  request  at  least  during  the  night.  The  next  day  I  endeavored  to  have  a 
personal  interview  with  General  Pio  del  PUar  but  found  him  still  absent,  so  sent 
him  a  formal  note  to  the  effect  that,  by  instructions  from  General  Greene,  I 
desired  to  inform  him  that  the  American  troops  now  held  Manila  and  suburbs 
and  were  guarding  the  roads,  and  that  he  should  instruct  his  men  not  to  fire 
toward  Manila  nor  cross  the  Pasig  River  with  arms. 

Atigust  14.. — While  not  called  for  by  your  letter,  I  might  add  that  on  August  14 
a  post  of  8  men,  under  command  of  Captain  Cornell,  which  had  just  been  placed 
in  one  of  the  Spanish  posts  about  a  mile  east  of  Eotonda,  from  which  we  had  just 
taken  a  field  piece  and  the  Spanish  had  retired,  was  attacked  by  two  companies 
of  insurgents,  about  250  men,  who  advanced  firing.  Our  men  withdrew  down  the 
road,  the  insurgents  following  firing,  our  men  making  for  a  hedge  which  offered 
a  fair  defense.  Being  unable  to  reach  it  on  account  of  a  swamp,  they  drew  up 
across  the  road  and  succeeded  in  stopping  the  insurgents  as  they  came  around  a 
bend.  Meanwhile  Major  Moses,  commanding  outpost  at  Rotonda,  having  been 
notified,  brought  up  a  company  and  the  insurgents  were  taken  in.  I  was  notified 
at  same  time  at  river,  where  I  was  waiting  for  an  answer  to  note  to  General  Pio 
del  Pilar,  and  rode  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCoy  to  the  place,  arriving  about 
the  same  time  as  the  company.  I  directed  that  tJ&e  insurgents  be  disarmed  at 
once,  which  was  done,  and  examined  four  of  their  officers  independently,  all  of 
whom  told  practically  the  same  story,  that  they  had  been  firing  at  the  Spanish 
during  forenoon  and  thought  they  were  still  in  the  intrenchments,  which  was 
probably  true. 

We  marched  the  insurgents  back  to  headquarters,  sending  a  detail  for  their 
^rms,  and  I  telephoned  General  Greene  recommending  that,  as  we  had  po  suita' 
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ble  place  for  confining  them  nor  means  of  feeding  them,  and  they  were  probably 
innocent  of  hostile  intentions,  we  released  them,  keeping  their  arms  as  a  lesson 
not  to  trifle  with  American  troops.    This  recommendation  was  approved  and  cor- 
responding action  taken. 
Very  respectfully, 

Irving  Hale, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Colorado  Infantry,  United  States  Volunteers. 


Headquaktees  Second  Brigade, 

Manila,  August  SS. 
Commanding  Ofpioek,  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry, 

Through  Headquarters  First  Brigade. 
General  Greene  desires  me  to  request  yon  to  send  him  a  report  of  the  engage- 
ment of  your  command  on  August  5.   At  that  time  you  were  under  his  command, 
and  he  wishes  to  consolidate  your  report  with  his. 

W.  G.  Bates,  Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral. 


'M.ANlL,A,F.l.,  August  S3,  1898. 
Adjutant  Twenty-third  Infantry,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  of  Com- 
panies D,  E,  and  F,  of  the  First  Battalion,  on  August  5: 

Colonel  French,  the  outpost  commander,  directed  me  to  assume  charge  of  these 
three  companies  and  occupy  the  lines  extending  from  a  rice  swamp  on  the  right 
to  a  point  about  100  yards  east  of  the  Camino  Real.  Company  E  was  placed  on 
the  right,  extending  from  a  swamp  to  a  small  road  leading  toward  the  enemy's 
works;  Company  D  on  left  of  Company  E,  and  extending  to  a  swamp  in  rear  of 
position  occupied  by  Company  P;  Company  P  on  extreme  left,  occupying  two 
intrenchments,  separated  by  an  interval  of  about  50  yards  and  about  60  yards  in 
advance  of  and  the  same  distance  to  left  of  intrenchments  of  Company  D,  thus 
being  in  a  manner  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  line.  The  line  occupied  by  these 
three  companies  extended  about  350  yards  and  formed  the  extreme  advance  in 
that  section.    The  companies  were  about  65  men  strong. 

The  command  was  employed  during  the  day  in  strengthening  the  positions  and 
by  evening  occupied  the  intrenchments,  as  shown  in  the  following  sketch : 


.^^■ 


Insurgenti. 


In  front  of  Company  F  and  the  left  of  Company  D  the  country  was  compara- 
tively open ;  the  remainder  was  a  jungle  and  swamp. 

About  5  p.  m.  I  received  instructions  to  send  a  squad  to  the  insurgent  advanced 
posts  in  front  of  Companies  E  and  D.  The  insurgents  informed  me  that  the 
Spaniards  occupied  some  intrenchments  a  short  distance  in  their  front  at  night. 
About  7.30  or  8  p.  m.  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  insurgent 
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posts,  wMcli  was  soon  taken  up  by  the  command  from  the  center  echelon  of  Com- 
pany E  to  the  left  of  Company  F,  the  echelons  of  Company  E  and  the  right  of 
Company  D  firing  to  their  left  front  at  the  flash  of  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  which 
appeared  to  be  a  short  distance  away.  The  enemy  also  opened  on  us  with  shells. 
The  firing  appeared  to  be  principally  directed  against  that  part  of  the  line  occupied 
by  Company  F,  though  they  fired  at  other  parts,  but  their  shots  were  mostly  high. 
I  could  hear  volleys  being  fired  by  the  enemy,  and  apparently  in  Captain  Clagett's 
front.  The  fijing  of  the  enemy  continued  for  about  an  hour,  gradually  becoming 
less,  till  it  finally  ceased,  except  for  the  intermittent  shots  of  the  Spanish  sharp- 
shooters and  the  insurgents,  which  continued  till  morning.  The  enemy  also  fired 
some  shells  at  us  about  7  the  next  morning.  The  outpost  of  Company  D  retired 
from  its  advanced  position  and  rejoined  its  company,  reporting  that  the  Spaniards 
had  passed  to  its  left.  The  outpost  of  Company  E  remained  with  the  insurgents 
and  took  part  in  firing  on  the  enemy  a  short  distance  to  its  front  and  left,  and  was 
fired  on  by  them  (Spaniards). 

The  casualties  were  1  man  killed  and  2  men  wounded;  aU  of  Company  F. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  the  company  com- 
manders. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  Pratt, 
Captain,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 


Headqtjaktees  First  Brigade, 
Second  Ditision,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  32, 1898. 
Acting  Assistant  Adjittant-General, 

Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Oavite,  P.  I. 

Sir  :  In  reporting  the  operations  of  the  13th  instant,  which  resulted 
in  the  occupation  of  Manila,  I  respectfully  append,  for  ready  reference, 
copies  of  memoranda  and  orders  in  accordance  with  which  the  move- 
ments of  this  brigade  were  conducted,  together  with  a  most  excellent 
map,  prepared  by  Lieutenant  Hagadorn,  Twenty-third  United  States 
Infantry,  showing  the  organizations  engaged,  original  formation  thereof, 
aTid  character  of  the  terrain  upon  which  the  operations  were  conducted. 

The  Idaho  regiment  and  the  Wyoming  battalion  were  assigned  to  the 
general  reserve  of  the  division,  and  thus  fell  under  the  personal  author- 
ity of  the  division  commander.  A  detailed  account  of  their  subsequent 
movements  will  be  found  in  the  regimental  reports  submitted  herewith. 

Several  hours  before  the  operations  of  the  day  were  intended  to  com- 
mence, there  was  considerable  desultory  firing  from  the  Spanish  line, 
both  of  cannon  and  small  arms,  provoked  no  doubt  by  Filipino  soldiers, 
who  insisted  upon  maintaining  a  general  fusilade  along  their  lines, 
with  which  the  American  line  connected  just  east  of  the  Pasay  road. 
The  fire  was  not  returned  by  our  troops,  and  when  the  formation  of  the 
day  was  commenced  things  at  the  front  were  comparatively  quiet.  By 
8  o'clock  the  position  was  occupied,  as  indicated  upon  the  map;  about 
9.35  the  naval  attack  commenced,  and  some  twenty  minutes  thereafter 
the  gun  of  Battery  B,  Utah  Artillery,  opened  on  blockhouse  14,  the 
guns  of  the  Astor  Battery  having  engaged  an  opposing  battery  some 
minutes  after  the  opening  of  the  naval  attack.  There  was  no  reply 
from  the  blockhouse  or  contiguous  lines,  either  by  guns  or  small  arms. 
The  opposition  to  the  Astor  fire,  however,  was  quite  energetic ;  but  after 
a  spirited  contest  the  opposition,  consisting  probably  of  two  pieces, 
was  silenced. 

This  contest  was  the  only  notable  feature  of  the  first  stage  of  the 
action,  and  was  especially  creditable  to  the  organization  engaged.  The 
position,  selected  by  Lieutenant  March  after  careful  personal  reconnois- 
sance,  was,  perhaps,  the  only  one  possible  in  the  vicinity,  and  it  was 
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occupied  with  great  skill  and  lield  with  commendable  firmness,  the 
battery  losing  three  men  wounded,  one  of  whom  has  since  died.  The 
Utah  gun  on  the  road  fired  fourteen  shots  at  blockhouse  14  with  good 
effect,  as  was  subsequently  ascertained  upon  inspection  of  the  work. 
Lieutenant  Grow  and  detachment  deserve  great  credit  for  the  com- 
mendable manner  in  which  the  piece  was  served  and  pulled  through 
the  mud  without  the  assistance  of  horses. 

Some  time  about  11  o'clock  concentrated  infantry  fire  was  heard  in 
front  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  not  long  thereafter  an  exultant  shout 
indicated  substantial  success  for  our  arms  on  the  left.  It  was  therefore 
assumed  that  the  enemy  had  been  "so  shaken  as  to  make  the  advance 
practicable  without  a  serious  disadvantage  to  our  troops,"  as  indicated 
In  Memorandum  No.  1,  attached  hereto. 

Sergeant  Mahoney,  with  a  squad  of  Company  D,  Twenty-third  United 
States  Infantry,  by  a  well-conducted  scout,  soon  ascertained  that  the 
Spanish  line  was  abandoned,  and  a  general  advance  was  immediately 
ordered.  At  about  11.20  a  United  States  flag  was  placed  upon  block- 
house 14,  thus  concluding  the  second  stage  of  the  action  without  oppo- 
sition and  without  loss. 

A  battalion  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
French,  was  stationed  at  this  point  to  prevent  armed  bodies  other  than 
American  troops  crossing  the  trenches  in  the  direction  of  Manila. 
The  general  advance  was  soon  resumed,  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota  lead- 
ing, with  Company  K  as  advance  guard;  then  the  Astor  Battery,  a  bat- 
talion of  the  Twenty- third  Infantry,  the  battalion,  Fourteenth  Infantry, 
and  the  North  Dakota  regiment,  following  in  the  order  named. 

At  a  point  indicated  on  the  map  for  a  three-gun  emplacement,  just 
south  of  Singalong,  a  blockhouse  was  found  burning,  causing  a  con- 
tinuous explosion  of  small-arms  ammunition,  which,  together  with  a 
scattering  fire  from  the  enemy,  retarded  the  advance  for  a  time.  All 
difficulties  were  soon  overcome,  however,  including  the  passage  of  the 
Astor  Battery,  by  the  determined  efforts  of  Lieutenant  March  and  his 
men,  assisted  by  the  infantry  of  the  Minnesota  regiment,  over  the  gun 
emplacement  which  obstructed  the  road. 

In  the  village  of  Singalong  the  advance  fell  under  a  loose  fire,  the 
intensity  of  which  increased  as  the  forward  movement  was  pressed,  and 
very  soon  the  command  was  committed  to  a  fierce  combat.  This  strong 
opposition  arose  at  blockhouse  20  of  the  Spanish  defenses,  a  detached 
work  with  emplacements  for  six  guns,  which  fortunately  were  not  filled 
on  the  13th  instant;  but  the  work  was  occupied  by  a  detachment  of 
infantry — probably  a  strong  rear  guard. 

The  advance  party,  consisting  of  men  of  the  Minnesota  regiment, 
reenforced  "by  volunteers  from  the  Astor  Battery,  led  by  Lieutenant 
March,  and  Captain  Sawtelle  of  the  brigade  staff",  as  an  individual 
volunteer,  reached  a  point  within  less  than  80  yards  of  the  blockhouse, 
but  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the  intersecting  road  in  the  village,  at 
which  point  a  hasty  work  was  improvised  and  occupied  by  a  firing  line 
of  about  fifteen  men.  Aside  from  conspicuous  individual  actions  in  the 
first  rush,  the  well-regulated  conduct  of  this  firing  line  was  the  marked 
feature  of  the  contest,  and  it  is  proposed,  if  possible,  to  ascertain  the 
names  of  the  men  engaged,  with  a  view  to  recommend  them  for  special 
distinction. 

The  main  body  of  the  fighting  line,  consisting  of  Company  O,  Twenty- 
third  Infantry,  Companies  C,  B,  G,  H,  K,  and  L,  Thirteenth  Minnesota, 
and  the  Astor  Battery,  were  well  screened  behind  the  village  church 
and  stone  walls  of  adjacent  gardens.    In  the  early  stage  of  the  contest 
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it  seemed  possible  that  an  offensive  return  might  be  attempted;  accord- 
ingly the  position  was  secured  by  detached  posts  east  and  west  on  the 
intersecting  road,  and  the  construction  of  a  succession  of  hasty  intrench- 
ments  in  the  village  street,  and  the  occupancy  of  a  strong  defensive 
position  by  the  main  body  in  the  rear.  It  soon  became  apparent,  how- 
ever, that  the  enemy  was  making  a  paroxysmal  effort,  and  would  soon 
yield  to  steady  pressure. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  French,  commanding  a  battalion  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Infantry,  composed  of  Companies  D,  F,  G-,  and  H,  acting  on  his 
own  initiative,  advanced  without  orders  to  the  sound  of  the  combat, 
and  placed  his  battalion  in  position  on  the  intersecting  road  to  the  west 
of  the  village,  in  precisely  the  position  where,  in  the  event  of  a  crisis, 
he  would  have  been  most  useful. 

At  about  1.30  p.  m.  all  firing  had  ceased,  and  two  scouting  parties, 
voluntarily  led  by  Captain  Sawtelle  and  Lieutenant  March,  soon  there- 
after reported  the  retreat  of  the  adversary.  The  city  was  entered, 
without  further  incident,  through  the  Paco  district ;  detachments  being 
placed  at  the  bridges  indicated  In  Memorandum  No.  2  herewith.  The 
contact  was  made  about  12  o'clock  and  the  contest  continued  with 
great  ferocity  until  1.35;  that  is  to  say,  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  The 
loss  in  the  combat  was  3  officers  wounded,  4  enlisted  men  killed  and 
33  wounded,  including  1  man  of  the  North  Dakota  regiment  wounded 
far  in  the  rear  of  the  fighting  line ;  making  the  total  casualties  for  the 
day  43  killed  and  wounded. 

The  character  of  the  ground  absolutely  precluded  the  possibility  of 
any  regular  deployment,  and  as  a  consequence  most  of  the  troops 
present  were  unable  to  participate  in  the  actual  conflict;  a  fact  much 
to  be  regretted,  as  all  were  eager  to  be  at  the  front,  and  from  the  well- 
known  character  of  the  officers  and  men  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  all 
would  have  displayed  the  same  excellent  qualities  shown  by  their 
comrades  in  the  village. 

The  combat  of  Singalong  can  hardly  be  classified  as  a  great  military 
event,  but  the  involved  terrain  and  the  prolonged  resistance  created  a 
very  trying  situation,  and  afforded  an  unusual  scojie  for  the  display  of 
military  qualities  by  a  large  number  of  individuals. 

The  invincible  composure  of  Colonel  Ovenshine,  during  an  exposure 
in  dangerous  space  for  more  than  an  hour,  was  conspicuous  and  very 
inspiring  to  the  troops;  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  took 
advantage  of  opportunities  as  they  arose  during  the  varying  aspects  of 
the  fight  was  of  great  practical  value  in  determining  the  result. 

The  cool,  determined,  and  sustained  efforts  of  Colonel  Eeeve,  of  the 
Thirteenth  Minnesota,  contributed  very  materially  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  discipline  and  marked  efficiency  of  his  regiment. 

Th«  brilliant  manner  in  which  Lieutenant  March  accepted  and  dis- 
charged the  responsible  and  dangerous  duties  of  the  day,  and  the  per- 
tinacity with  which,  assisted  by  his  officers  and  men,  he  carried  his 
guns  over  all  obstacles  to  the  very  front  o  jthe  firing  line,  was  an 
exceptional  display  of  warlike  skill  and  good  judgment,  indicating  the 
existence  of  many  of  the  best  qualifications  for  high  command  in  battle. 

The  gallant  manner  in  which  Captain  Sawtelle,  brigade  quarter- 
master, volunteered  to  join  the  advance  party  in  the  rush;  volunteered 
to  command  a  firing  line,  for  a  time  without  an  officer,  and  again 
volunteered  to  lead  a  scout  to  ascertain  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
enemy  in  the  blockhouse,  was  a  fine  display  of  personal  intrepidity. 

The  efficient,  fearless,  and  intelligent  manner  in  which  Lieutenant 
Kernan,  Twenty -first  IJnited  States  Infantry,  acting  assistant  adju- 
6m  G 
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taiit-general  of  the  brigade,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Whitworth,  Eight- 
eenth United  States  Infantry,  aid,  executed  a  series  of  dangerous  and 
difficult  orders,  was  a  tine  exemplification  of  staff  work  under  fire. 

The  splendid  bravery  of  Captains  Bjornstad  and  Seebach,  and  Lien- 
teuaut  Lackore,  of  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota,  all  wounded,  and,  finally, 
the  work  of  the  soldiers  of  the  first  firing  line,  as  previously  referred 
to,  all  went  to  make  up  a  rapid  succession  of  individual  actions  of 
unusual  merit. 

Many  other  valuable  performances  are  reported  by  regimental  com- 
manders, which  I  shall  indorse  and  urgently  recommend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  all  concerned;  but  as  the  foregoing  came  specially  under 
my  personal  observation,  I  take  the  privilege  of  speaking  as  warmly  as 
I  feel  in  the  premises. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  P.  H.  Titus  established  a  first-aid  hospital  in  the 
village  church,  and  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
came  to  the  front  Avith  a  detachment  of  the  hospital  corps  through  a 
heavy  indirect  fire,  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  rendered 
services  to  the  wounded. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  interesting  narrative  of  Gap- 
tain  O'Connor,  inclosed  by  Colonel  Ovenshine  with  his  report,  from 
which  it  appears  that  a  small  detachment  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry 
and  Thirteenth  Minnesota  became  separated  from  the  First  Brigade, 
and  was  among  the  first  troops  to  enter  the  city. 

The  reports  of  regimental  commanders  are  respectfully  inclosed  here- 
with, together  with  a  list  of  casualties,  and  a  memorandum  of  recom- 
mendations in  behalf  of  individuals  entitled  to  special  rewards  for 
meritorious  services. 

Very  respectfully, 

Arthur  MacArthur, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  First  Brigade, 

(Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 


[Memorandum  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Pacific 

AND  Eighth  Army  Corps, 
Manila  Bay,  P.  I.,  August  12, 1898. 

memorandum  for  general  officers  in  camp  regarding  the  possible  action 
of  saturday,  august  13. 

The  Navy,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dewey,  is  to  sail  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
August  13,  moving  up  to  the  different  positions  assigned  to  the  wai-  ships  and  open 
fire  about  10  o'clock.  The  troops  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  as  already 
agreed  upon,  to  advance  on  the  enemy  in  front,  occupying  the  intrenchments  after 
they  are  so  shaken  as  to  make  the  advance  practicable  without  a  serious  disad- 
vantage to  our  troops.  In  case  the  Navy  is  delayed  in  dismounting  the  enemy's 
guns  and  leveling  the  works,  no  advance  is  to  be  made  by  the  army  unless  ordered 
from  these  headquarters.  In  the  event  of  a  white  flag  being  displayed  by  the 
eneniy  on  the  angle  of  the  walled  city,  or  prominently  anywhere  else  in  sight, 
coupled  with  a  cessation  of  firing  on  our  part,  it  will  mean  surrender,  as  the 
Admiral  proposes,  after  having  fired  a  satisfactory  number  of  shots,  to  move  up 
toward  the  walled  city  and  display  the  international  signal  "Surrender,"  If  a 
white  flag  is  displayed,  this  will  be  an  answer  to  his  demand,  and  the  troops  will 
advance  in  good  order  and  quietly. 

These  headquarters  will  be  on  board  the  Zafi.ro,  which  has  been  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  commanding  general  by  the  Admiral.  Sis  companies  of  the  Sec- 
ond Oregon  Regiment,  now  quartered  at  Cavite,  will  accompany  these  head- 
quarters, to  be  used  in  occupying  and  keeping  order  in  the  walled  city  in  the 
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event  of  necessity.  If  the  white  flag  is  displayed  the  Admiral  will  send  his  flag 
lieutenant  ashore,  accompanied  by  a  staff  officer  from  these  headquarters,  who 
will  bring  word  as  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  enemy.  The  troops  in  the 
meantime  will  advance,  and  entering  the  enemy's  works  by  our  left  flank,  move 
in  such  positions  as  may  be  assigned  them  by  orders  fi'om  these  headquarters. 
This  is  not  intended  to  interdict  the  entrance,  if  possible,  by  the  First  Brigade  or 
part  of  the  troops  over  the  enemy's  works  on  the  ri^ht.  It  is  intended  that  these 
results  shall  be  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  life;  and  while  the  firing  con- 
tinties  from  the  enemy  with  their  heavy  guns,  or  if  there  is  an  important  fire  from 
their  intrenched  lines,  the  troops  will  not  attempt  an  advance  unless  ordered  from 
these  headquarters. 

In  the  event  of  unfavorable  weather  for  the  service  of  the  guns  on  board  ship, 
the  action  will  be  delayed  until  further  orders. 

Memorandum  of  the  positions  to  be  occupied  by  the  troops  after  entering  the 
enemy's  defenses  will  be  carried  by  the  chief  of  staff.  General  Babcock,  and  will 
be  complied  with  as  far  as  is  practicable. 

Wesley  Merritt,  Major-General. 


»  [Memorandum  No.  2.] 

MEMORANDUM  OF  VERBAL  INSTRUCTIONS   GIVEN  THE  GENERAL   OFFICERS   AT   CAMP 
DEWEY   BY   GENERAL  BABCOCK,   CHIEF   OF  THE  STAFF. 

Referring  to  the  blue-print  copy  of  the  map  furnished  from  the  War  Department 
as  the  base  of  these  instructions,  the  general  desires  that  General  MacArthur's 
brigade,  in  the  event  that  it  can  pass  the  enemy's  line  on  the  road  leading  to  Cin- 
galon,  that  officer  with  his  troops  will  leave  a  force  in  the  Spanish  trenches  at  this 
point  of  crossing,  with  instructions  to  permit  no  armed  bodies  other  than  American 
troops,  to  cross  the  trenches  in  the  direction  of  Manila.  He  will  then  move  for- 
ward with  his  brigade  through  Cingalon,  to  hold  the  bridge  marked  No.  1  on  the 
map,  leading  into  Paco,  with  similar  instructions  to  those  given  to  the  guard  at 
the  trenches.  He  will  also  send  another  force  to  the  bridge  marked  No.  3  on  the 
map,  on  the  same  stream,  with  similar  instructions. 

The  remainder  of  his  brigade  he  will  dispose  in  Ermita  and  Malate,  making  his 
headquarters  in  one  of  those  places  and  raising  the  American  flag  over  the  towns 
to  indicate  that  they  are  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  troops.  This  latter 
act  should  be  performed  as  quickly  as  possible  after  passing  the  trenches.  General 
MacArthur  will  also  hold  the  bridge  across  the  Pasig,  shown  on  the  map  as  the 
crossing  Isla  Convalecencia. 

In  the  contingency  that  General  MacArthur's  brigade  can  not  move  forward 
on  the  Cingalon  road,  or  any  road  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  is  compelled  to 
follow  in  the  rear  of  General  Greene's  column,  details  will  be  made  from  among 
the  first  troops  to  cross  the  trenches  to  move  rapidly  to  the  right  and  to  hold  the 
bridges  mentioned  in  General  MacArthur's  instructions.  In  other  respects  the 
instructions  above  given  for  General  MacArthur's  brigade  will  be  carried  out  so 
far  as  practicable. 

Greneral  Greene's  brigade  after  passing  the  trenches  at  the  beach  and  vicinity, 
will  move  forward  through  Malate  and  Ermita  as  rapidly  as  possible,  placing  a 
guard  at  the  Spanish  trenches  with  similar  instructions  to  those  given  to  General 
MacArthur's  troops,  and  leaving  small  guards  in  Malate  and  Ermita  to  be  relieved 
by  General  MacArthur's  troops. 

General  Greene  will  move  forward  as  directed,  and,  passing  on  the  road  which 
runs  to  the  eastward  of  the  walled  city,  will  cross  a  portion  of  his  forces  on  the 
bridge  leading  to  Quiapo  for  the  protection  of  the  residence  portion  of  the  city, 
said  to  exist  along  the  river  in  the  direction  of  San  Miguel.  He  will  also  cross 
with  a  larger  portion  of  his  brigade  on  the  bridge  leading  to  the  Calle  de  la 
Escolta,  and  establish  his  headquarters  at  Binondo  for  the  protection  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  city  known  to  contain  the  principal  business  warehouses  and  stores. 
General  Greene  will  leave  guards  to  hold  both  bridges  crossed,  and  will  raise  the 
American  flag  on  the  north  side  of  the  Pasig  River. 

Forcible  encounters  vnth  the  insurgents  in  carrying  out  these  orders  wQl  be 
very  carefully  ^larded  against,  but  pillage,  rapine,  or  violence  by  the  native 
inhabitants  or  disorderly  insurgents  must  be  prevented  at  any  cost. 

Care  should  be  taken  by  both  brigade  commanders  not  to  get  the  men  too  much 
scattered.  Camp  vsdU  be  left  standing  and  regimental  quartermasters  and  a 
■  guard  of  100  men  for  each  brigade  will  remain  in  it. 
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TROOPS  ENGAGED,  EECOED  OF  EVENTS,  ETC. 

Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  Col.  Samuel  OvensHne,  commanding. 
Headquarters,  field,  staff,  and  band,  and  Companies  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  and  L. 
Effective  strength,  officers,  18;  enlisted  men,  714. 

Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry,  Capt.  John  Murphy,  commanding.  Com- 
panies A,  C,  D,  E,  and  F.    Effective  strength,  officers,  8;  enlisted  men,  327. 

Thirteenth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  (13  companies) ,  Col.  C.  McC.  Reeve, 
commanding.    Effective  strength,  officers,  43;  enlisted  men,  914. 

First  North  Dakota  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  C.  Treuman,  command- 
ing. Companies  A,  B,  C,  F,  G,  and  H,  in  line;  two  companies,  D  and  I,  on  out- 
post duty  (D  at  Maricaban,  I  at  Bamboo  Bridge,  east  of  Pasay) .  Effective  strength, 
officers,  30;  enlisted  men,  645. 

Astor  Battery,  First  Lieut.  Pejrton  C.  March,  commanding.  Effective  strength 
officers,  3;  enlisted  men,  98. 

Detachment  Signal  Corps;  4  enlisted  men  under  command  of  First  Lieut.  W.  W. 
Chance. 

One-gun  detachment  of  Battery  B,  Utah  Volunteer  Artillery;  8  enlisted  men 
commanded  by  Second  Lieut.  O.  R.  Grow. 

Platoon  of  53  men  of  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  commanded  by  First 
Sergt.  James  Reardon. 

First  Idaho  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Jon'es,  commanding. 
Companies  A,B,C,D,E,P,G,  and  H  were  in  general  reserve  under  orders  of 
the  division  comnaander.    Effective  strength,  officers,  22;  enlisted  men,  631. 

First  Wyoming  Volunteer  Infantry,  Maj.  F.  M.  Foote,  commanding.  Compa- 
nies C,  F,  G,  and  H  in  general  reserve  under  orders  of  the  division  commander. 
Effective  strength,  officers,  13;  enlisted  men,  297. 

Total  effective  strength,  officers,  139;  enlisted  men,  3,691. 

For  record  of  events  see  the  accompanying  report  of  the  brigade  commander. 

Arthur  MacArthur, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  SO,  1898. 


Return  of  casualties  in  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  action 
at  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  on  August  13, 1898. 


Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Remarks. 

Killed 

5 
35 

One  on  August  16, 1898. 

3 

Total  

3 

40 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  S3, 1898. 
Captain  Pratt, 

Twenty-third  Infantry,  Commanding  Battalion. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  render  the  following  report  of  the  night  of  August  5, 

Company  E,  under  my  command,  was  stationed  on  the  right  of  our  line,  my 
right  resting  in  an  open  swamp  or  marsh.  The  left  of  the  line  I  held  was  about 
50  yards  farther  back  than  the  right,  and  consisted  of  two  trenches  separated  by 
a  ditch.  The  left  one  was  held  by  First  Sergeant  Costello  and  one  section,  and  the 
right  by  Sergeant  Donaldson  with  one  section.  The  rest  of  the  works  I  held  with 
the  first  platoon,  under  my  immediate  command.  We  worked  all  day,  greatly 
strengthening,  and  in  places  building  new  works. 

At  about  150  yards  to  my  front  I  had  an  outpost  of  10  men,  under  Sergeant 
McFadden,  in  conjunction  with  about  25  Filipinos. 

At  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.  firing  began  from  the  Spanish  in  my  left  front.  In  a 
few  minutes  it  was  very  heavy,  the  bullets  seeming  to  be  high  and  most  of  them 
going  to  my  left.  The  two  left  sections  fired  about  ten  volleys  and  then  stopped, 
as  the  fire  upon  them  had  slackened,  going  still  more  to  their  left. 

My  platoon  did  not  fi-e  a  shot,  because  I  saw  nothing  to  shoot  at,  and  I  had  my 
own  outpost  in  my  front. 

Theflre  almost  ceased  about  8.80  o'clock  p.  m.,  at  which  time  Corporal  Wright 
came  in  from  the  outpost  and  reported  that  at  dark  the  enemy  opened  up  a  heavy 
fire  from  a  position  about  100  yards  to  their  left  and  almost  abreast  of  them,  but 
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not  at  them — seemed  to  be  unaware  of  their  presence.    The  outpost  at  once  replied 
and  fixed  into  their  flank,  which  drew  a  part  of  the  fire  on  them. 

The  enemy  in  a  short  time  went  farther  back,  presumably  to  their  trenches, 
from  which  they  kept  up  a  heavy  fire. 

This  outpost  fired  about  70  rounds  per  man,  and  though  they  had  only  a  low 
work  (not  over  3  feet  high)  suffered  no  loss. 

They  reported  the  enemy's  fire  as  being  high. 

Xext  morning  I  saw  the  roof  over  them,  and  it  was  badly  cut  up  by  this  fii'e. 

They  did  not  see  a  Spaniard,  but  stated  positively  that  the  flashes  were  very 
close. 

I  suSerred  no  loss,  though  the  flre  came  over  our  trench  and  several  shells  fell 
near  us,  one  within  10  yards  of  the  outpost,  but  did  not  explode. 

On  the  night  of  August  13,  while  guarding  a  bridge  at  Paw,  I  was  told  by  a 
very  intelligent  Filipino  living  in  that  suburb  that  on  the  night  of  August  5  the 
Spanish  came  out  of  their  works  to  attack  us,  but  were  met  by  such  a  heavy  flre 
that  they  retired;  and  he  also  stated  that  the  next  morning  he  saw  carts  pass 
his  house  carrying  dead  and  wounded  to  the  walled  city.  This  is  merely  what  I 
have  heard  since  we  entered  the  town,  but  may  prove  of  interest. 
Very  respectfully, 

Thos.  Franklin, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  E. 


Plaza  de  Aetilleeia, 
Manila,  P.  I.,  August  22, 1898. 
Capt.  E.  B.  Peatt,  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  taken 
part  in  by  my  company  (D)  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  on  the  5th  instant. 
Leaving  Camp  Dewey  with  the  battalion,  we  entered  the  works  at  their  junction 
with  a  road  running  from  Pasay  toward  Manila.  The  right  of  the  line  occupied 
by  my  company  rested  on  this  road,  across  which  a  lunette  had  been  constructed 
by  the  insurgent  forces,  and  which  I  widened  and  extended  during  the  day.  To 
the  left  of  this  was  a  small  bamboo  house,  the  front  of  which  was  intrenched, 
thus  throwing  this  section  a  little  in  front  of  the  rest  of  the  line.  To  the  left  of 
this  house  my  intrenchments  were  on  a  narrow  ledge  between  a  bamboo  hedge  in 
front  and  a  deep  ditch  in  rear.  The  embankments  here  were  very  light,  and  their 
continuity  was  broken  by  numerous  water  holes,  making  it  necessary  to  station 
the  men  in  small  separate  detachments,  each  under  command  of  a  noncommis- 
sioned officer.  On  my  right  was  Captain  Pratt's  company  (E) ,  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Infantry,  and  on  my  left  and  about  50  yards  in  front  was  Captain  Clagett's 
company  (F) ,  of  the  Twenty-third.  This  space  was  open  and  unprotected  except 
by  a  hedge.  In  front  of  my  center  and  right  were  dense  thickets  and  hedges,  ren- 
dering observation  of  the  front  impossible.  On  the  road  running  by  my  right  and 
about  S50  yards  in  front  was  a  small  insurgent  intrenched  post.  During  the  day 
my  company  strengthened  and  improved  the  intrenchments.  At  5.30  p.  m.  I  took 
an  outpost  of  3  noncommissioned  officers  and  8  men  to  the  insurgent  post  to  act  as 
an  outpost,  and  on  the  way  we  were  flred  on  by  the  enemy  on  the  left  and  front. 
Shortly  after  dark  firing  began  at  this  place  between  the  Spanish  and  the  insur- 
gents, a  scattering  fire  continuing  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  when  suddenly 
a  very  heavy  infantry  fire  broke  out  all  along  my  front  and  that  of  the  company 
on  my  left.  It  was  individual  firing  but  rapid,  and  indicated  a  considerable  force. 
My  outpost  came  in,  and  the  sergeant  in  charge  reported  having  seen  the  enemy 
advancing  and  had  seen  what  he  took  to  be  about  two  companies  advancing  across 
an  open  field.  I  returned  the  fire,  the  men  firing  by  squads  and  at  times  at  will. 
The  enemy's  flre  continued  undiminished  for  about  an  hour  when  it  slackened, 
and  I  ordered  "Cease  firing."  The  enemy's  flre  shortly  became  distant  and 
merely  desultory  in  character,  but  sharpshooters  remained  on  our  front,  firing  at 
intervals  the  rest  of  the  night  and  morning,  as  they  had  done  the  day  before. 
The  commander  of  the  insurgent  post  told  me  in  the  morning  that  three  com- 
panies, or  about  400  men,  had  advanced  on  our  front  and  to  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  insurgent  work  but  to  the  left  of  it.  My  company  sustained  no  casu- 
alties. I  was  told  by  deserters  from  the  Spanish  forces  who  came  into  my  lines 
three  nights  later  that  the  Spaniards  had  lost  1  officer  and  5  men  killed  and  11 
wounded. 

Very  respectfully, 

Celwyn  E.  Hampton, 
Second  lAeutenant,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  commanding  Company  D, 


86  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  SS.  1898. 
Capt.  E.  B.  Pkatt, 

Twenty-third  Infantry,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  company  (F,  Twenty-third  Infantry) 
was  on  outpost  duty  the  5th  instant;  that  it  was  assigned  to  two  small  uncon- 
nected intrenchments,  about  4  feet  high,  in  a  rice  swamp,  the  most  advanced 
position  on  our  line,  about  70  yards  farther  to  the  front  than  the  other  line,  and 
unconnected  with  the  same.  _  I  placed  Lieut.  D.  P.  Wheeler  and  three  sets  of  fours 
in  the  smaller  one,  and  put  the  company  in  the  larger  one.  The  interval  between 
these  intrenchments  was  about  50  yards.  I  found  the  terreplein  a  bog,  more  than 
ankle  deep  in  mud.  The  company  was  handicapped  for  the  want  of  implements 
and  material,  but  worked  diligently  all  day  long  in  water  knee  deep  and  strength- 
ened the  parapet,  and  constructed  about  25  yards  of  additional  work.  During  the 
whole  day,  with  the  exception  of  noon  time,  sharpshooters  were  continually  firing 
on  my  company,  but  only  interfered  or  stopped  me  from  working  twice  for  a  shoift 
time,  when  the  "ping "  of  the  Mauser  came  too  rapidly.  The  Spanish  troops  in 
my  front  were  at  work  in  plain  sight  on  their  works,  but  I  did  not  molest  them. 
There  was  a  clear  field  of  fire  to  my  front  for  about  400  yards  to  a  hedge,  the  left 
extending  farther  than  the  right.  A  dense  thicket  was  on  my  right  and  left, 
which  offered  a  cover  for  the  enemy  to  approach  by  the  flank.  The  front  formed 
nearly  a  parallelogram,  about  400  yards  long  to  the  front  and  about  200  yards  wide, 
with  hedges  marking  the  outlines.  As  said  before,  the  firing  by  sharpshooters 
continued  all  day  long,  but  about  7.15  p.  m.  a  desultory  individual  fire  began,  which 
I  located  at  the  hedge,  about  400  yards  in  my  front,  and  nearly  parallel  thereto, 
which  became  heavier  and  heavier  as  the  enemy  approached,  and  extended  all 
along  the  open  field  in  front  and  far  out  on  the  flanks.  The  firing  on  the  right 
drew  closer,  and  was  replied  to  on  the  right,  then  on  the  left,  and  was  replied  to. 
It  then  became  heavier  and  Lieutenant  "Wheeler  returned  the  fire.  I  then  ordered 
my  company  to  fire  a  volley,  which  was  replied  to  with  such  intensity  that  I 
ordered  fire  at  will.  It  was  very  dark,  and  I  could  only  locate  the  enemy  by  the 
flash  of  the  fire,  and  I  placed  him  about  150  yards  distant.  The  fire  was  intense, 
and  I  continued  to  reply.  The  ammunition  was  being  consumed  rapidly,  and  I 
ordered  cease  firing,  and  then  had  controlled  fire  by  volleys,  and  notified  Colonel 
French  that  I  needed  ammunition.  There  being  no  extra  ammunition  at  hand. 
Colonel  French  ordered  Company  H,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  which  occupied  the 
intrenchments  to  my  rear  and  left,  to  exchange  positions  with  my  company. 
When  the  enemy  ceased  fire  and  retired  to  their  intrenchments,  after  the  moon 
was  bright  enough  to  expose  them  to  view,  my  company  was  again  ordered  to  the 
advance  intrenchments,  and  Company  H,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  supplied  me 
with  ammunition  and  returned  to  their  intrenchments  at  the  rear  and  left,  and 
shortly  thereafter  additional  ammunition  arrived.  The  enemy  did  not  advance 
beyond  the  trenches  again,  except  a  few  sharpshooters,  who  continued  their  fire 
until  I  was  relieved  about  9  a.  m.,  August  6.  During  the  assault  on  my  works,  I 
lost  1  man  killed  and  2  men  wounded.  Since  the  fight  it  has  been  discovered  that 
the  enemy  had  intrenchments  at  the  hedge  in  advance  of  their  main  works — at  the 
hedge  about  400  yards  to  my  front,  where  I  located  them  when  the  firing  began. 
The  following  day  an  insurgent  informed  me  that  he  estimated  the  Spanish  force 
in  the  fight  at  about  700  and  a  great  many  had  been  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
fight. 

I  also  invite  attention  to  two  inclosures,  one  from  Lieutenant  Wheeler  and  one 
from  Lieutenant  Kerth. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  Clagett, 
Captain,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  F. 

P.  S. — I  vnsh  to  commend  to  you  Second  Lieut.  D.  P.  Wheeler,  Twenty-third 
Infantry,  who  had  command  of  the  little  intrenchment,  for  his  action  in  its 
defense  against  the  ^ssault  of  the  enemy;  also  Private  Patrick  H.  Sullivan,  Com- 
pany F,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  who  volunteered  to  go  after  the  additional  ammu- 
nition when  the  firing  was  the  heaviest,  thereby  exposing  himself  to  great  danger. 

J.  R.  Claqett, 
Captain,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 


Maj^ila,  p.  1.,  August  SS,  1898. 
Commanding  Ofpicbb  Company  F. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday  morning,  August  5,  Company  P 
left  Camp  Dewey  for  outpost  duty  and  reached  the  trenches  about  9.30  a.  m.  We 
were  assigned  to  the  part  of  the  line  crossing  a  rice  field,  about  100  yards  from  the 
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main  road  to  Manila.  Two  small  earthworks  had  been  thrown  up  when  we  took 
possession.  I  was  given  command  of  the  one  to  the  right,  with  30  men;  the 
remainder  of  the  company,  under  Captain  Clagett,  were  behind  the  other  inti'ench- 
ment,  about  50  yards  to  my  left;  Company  D  was  about  70  yards  to  my  right  and 
rear;  Company  H  about  100  yards  to  the  rear  of  Captain  Clagett's  position. 
During  the  day  the  Spanish  sharpshooters  kept  up  an  annoying  fire  at  us,  but 
only  twice  did  the  men  have  to  stop  work  on  the  intrenchments,  which  were 
extended  about  30  yards  and  strengthened.  About  10  yards  to  my  right  a  dense 
hedge  ran  perpendicular  to  our  line  and  a  corresponding  one  on  the  left.  The 
ground  immediately  in  my  front  was  open  for  about  300  yards  and  then  several 
clumps  of  trees  afforded  some  cover.  At  7.15  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us, 
which  was  replied  to  on  my  right  and  left.  Their  firing  increased,  and  I  replied  first 
with  fli-e  at  will  and,  as  their  firing  increased  and  came  much  closer,  by  volleys. 
They  advanced  to  within  about  200  yards  of  my  work  in  front  and  to  within  150 
yards  along  the  hedge  to  the  right.  I  was  prevented  from  firing  into  the  hedge  by 
the  position  of  the  insurgent  lines  to  our  right.  The  enemy  were  prevented  from 
advancing  along  this  hedge  by  the  fire  from  Company  D.  The  Spanish  were  out 
in  force,  and,  judging  from  the  fiashes,  seemed  to  be  firing  by  voUey  when  they 
were  closest  to  us.  After  an  hour  and  a  quarter  of  incessant  firing  the  enemy 
withdrew,  although  their  sharpshooters  kept  up  a  harassing  fire  until  we  were 
relieved.  At  no  time  did  we  make  any  reply  to  their  sharpshooters  nor  molest 
them  as  they  worked  on  their  trenches  in  plain  sight  of  us.  We  were  relieved 
about  9.30  a.  m.  Saturday  and  returned  to  Camp  Dewey.  The  next  day  I  was 
told  by  an  insurgent  officer  who  had  seen  the.  Spanish  forces  that  there  were 
between  600  and  700  of  them  in  our  front  during  the  attack  and  that  they  suffered 
heavy  losses  before  they  retired. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  P.  Wheeler, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  F,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 


Manila,  P.  I.,  Augustus,  1898. 
Capt.  J.  K.  Clagett: 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  on  August  11  I  met 
an  enlisted  man  of  the  Third  United  States  Artillery  who  had  formerly  lived 
here  and  who  had  access  to  the  Spanish  lines,  who  stated  that  on  the  night  of 
August  5  the  Spanish  troops  left  their  intrenchments  in  force  and  advanced  on 
our  lines,  making  an  attack  with  the  expectation  of  driving  our  troops  from  their 
intrenchments,  but  receiving  such  a  heavy  and  severe  fire  from  our  forces,  had  to 
retire  to  their  works;  that  the  Spanish  troops  advanced  within  150  yards  of  our 
intrenchments,  and  that  their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  quite  heavy. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  C.  Kerth, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry, 

Cuartel  del  Foetin, 
Manila,  P.  I.,  August  17, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-Q-eneeal, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  73,  A.  G.  O.,  June  31, 1898, 1  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighteenth  United 
States  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  Manila: 

Pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No.  13,  Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  dated  Camp  Dewey,  Philippine  Islands,  August  13, 
1898,  I  proceeded  with  two  battalions  of  my  regiment  from  Camp  Dewey  to  the 
line  of  our  intrenchments  at  6.30  a.  m.  August  13, 1898;  I  left  in  camp  2  men  from 
each  company  and  the  regimental  band,  as  a  guard  with  the  regimental  quarter- 
master-sergeant in  charge. 

The  strength  and  composition  of  the  command  that  marched  out  of  camp  was 
as  follows: 
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HEADQUARTERS. 

Col.  D.  D.  Van  Valzah,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  commanding;  First  Lieut.  F.  D. 
Evans,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  regimental  adjutant;  First  Lieut.  T.  W.  Griffith, 
Eighteenth  Infantry,  regimental  quartermaster;  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  George  W. 
Matthews  and  2  privates  of  the  hospital  corps  and  1  hospital  steward;  Regimental 
Sergt.  Maj.  Edward  Durrak.  Total,  3  officers  and  1  enlisted  man  of  the  regiment, 
and  1  acting  assistant  surgeon  and  3  men  of  the  hospital  corps. 

FIRST   BATTALION. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  M.  Bailey,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  commanding;  First  Lieut.  E.  E." 
Hatch,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  battalion  adjutant;  Company  A,  Capt.  R.  F.  Bates, 
97  enlisted  men;  Company  E,  Capt.  William  E.  Wheeler,  85  enlisted  men;  Com- 
pany G,  Capt.  William  T.  Wood,  Second  Lieut.  H.  B.  Fiske,  65  enlisted  men; 
Company  B,  First  Lieut.  George  W.  Martin,  83  enlisted  men.  Total,  7  offlcers 
and  329  enlisted  men. 

SECOND  BATTALION. 

Maj.  Charles  Keller,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  commanding;  Second  Lieut.  D.  E.  W. 
Lyle,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  battalion  adjutant;  Company  D,  Capt.  C.  B.  Hinton, 
97  enlisted  men;  Company  C,  Capt.  O.  B.  Warwick,  91  enlisted  men;  Company  H, 
Capt.  C.  L.  Steele,  86  enlisted  men;  Company  F,  Second  Lieut.  F.  C.  BoUes,  95 
enlisted  men.     Total,  6  officers  and  369  enlisted  men. 

Grand  total,  16  offlcers  and  699  enlisted  men  of  the  regiment. 

I  took  up  the  position  assigned  to  me  in  the  trenches,  the  left  of  the  Second  Bat- 
talion resting  on  the  Calle  Real,  connecting  with  the  First  Colorado  Volunteer 
Infantry  and  the  Utah  Light  Battery;  the  First  Battalion  connecting  on  the  right 
with  the  Third  United  States  Artillery.  In  all,  the  regiment  occupied  about  360 
yards  of  front. 

The  engagement  began  about  9.30  a.  m.  by  cannonading  the  enemy's  line  of 
intrenchments. 

The  First  Colorado  Volunteer  Infantry  then  deployed  to  the  front,  and  having 
advanced  about  200  yards  the  Second  Battalion,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  moved  by  its 
left  flank  in  column  of  fours  out  of  the  works  and  deployed  to  the  right  of  the 
Calle  Real,  followed  at  300  yards  by  the  First  Battalion.  While  in  column  of 
fours  the  leading  battalion  was  fired  on  and  compelled  to  deploy  to  the  right, 
Companies  C  and  F  on  the  firing  line  and  Companies  D  and  H  the  supports.  The 
supports  were  soon  absorbed  into  the  line,  as  the  enemy's  fire  was  high.  The  First 
Battalion  deployed  in  rear  of  the  Second,  with  Company  E,  Captain  Wheeler,  in 
reserve  on  the  left  and  rear. 

The  lines  advanced  as  rapidly  as  practicable,  firing  volleys  at  halts.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  firing  was  to  decrease  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  it  undoubtedly 
did.  Both  lines  advanced  to  the  intrenchments  of  the  Spaniards,  where  only  3 
dead  Spaniards  were  found.  Company  E  of  ttie  regiment  being  in  reserve,  did  not 
advance  until  ten  minutes  later. 

Major  Keller,  with  his  battalion,  advanced  into  the  city,  being  the  first  troops 
to  advance  from  the  enemy's  intrenchments. 

Passing  through  the  city  it  was  necessary  several  times  to  halt  and  seek  what 
cover  could  be  obtained  from  a  fire  directed  from  the  right,  and  which  is  believed 
to  hav*  been  from  the  insurgents.  This  fire  was  undoubtedly  from  Mauser  rifles. 
While  advancing  in  this  manner  certain  troops,  believed  to  be  part  of  the  First 
California  Regiment,  advancing  on  the  beach  road,  passed  ahead  of  my  regiment 
on  the  next  parallel  road. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  Malate  Barracks  the  brigade  commander.  Brig.  Gen. 
P.  V.  Greene,  ordered  one  company  (F)  of  the  regiment  to  go  ahead  in  advance- 
guard  formation,  in  order  to  see  if  there  would  be  any  resistance  from  the  troops 
m  the  waUed  city.  The  general  at  the  same  time  ordered  other  troons  then 
approaching  to  keep  behind  the  Eighteenth  Infantry.  Soon  after  the  general  sent 
back  word  that  the  white  flag  was  flying  from  the  walled  city.  The  regiment 
having  been  previously  joined  by  Captain  Wheeler's  company  (E) ,  continued  the 
advance,  and  was  ordered  by  General  Greene  to  march  to  the  iron  bridge  and  hold 
it.  I  found  two  bridges  of  iron  and  stone  a  short  distance  apart  and  placed  one 
battalion  at  each.  In  the  afternoon  both  battalions  marched  across  the  main 
bridge— El  Puente  de  Espana— and  lined  up  on  Escolta  street  and  Rosario  street— 
the  two  principal  business  streets — where  they  spent  the  night  guarding  property 
and  bridges.    On  the  14th  instant  the  regiment  was  quartered  in  the  Cuartel  del 
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Portia,  just  on  the  rigM  of  the  Puente  de  Espana.  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
Pasig,  where  formerly  parts  of  the  Seventieth  and  Third  Spanish  regiments  of  the 
line  had  been  stationed. 

The  regiment,  although  fired  on  many  times  and  subject  at  times  to  a  scattering 
cross  fire  from  troops  whose  location  could  not  be  determined,  had  no  casualties  in 
this  engagement. 

Each  and  every  ofQcer  and  enlisted  man  of  my  regiment  in  this  engagement 
conducted  himself  most  admirably.  While  the  resistance  that  developed  was  not 
great,  it  was  not  known  until  the  last  minute  how  great  it  would  become,  and  I 
consider  the  fearless  advance  of  the  regiment  in  perfect  order  under  such  circum- 
stances as  illustrating  the  high  qualities  of  the  American  soldier  and  his  courage, 
bravery,  and  intelligence. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  D.  Van  Valzah, 

Colonel  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Manila,  P.  I.,  August  18, 189S. 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  M.  Bailey, 

Eighteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  First  Battalion. 

Sm:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  com- 
pany (A)  of  the  regiment  left  camp  at  8  a.  m.  and  were  placed  in  the  trenches  in 
front  of  the  Spanish  lines  about  9.30  a.  m. ,  August  S,  1898.  The  company  worked 
hard  all  day  in  a  drenching  rain  strengthening  theii-  works.  About  9.40  p.  m.  a 
heavy  attack  was  made  on  Company  G  of  the  regiment,  commanded  by  Capt. 
W.  T.  Wood,  which  extended  along  the  whole  front  of  our  line.  My  company 
was  under  a  heavy  artillery  and  infantry  fire  for  about  one  hour.  Company  B  of 
the  regiment,  under  command  of  First  Lieut.  G.  W.  Martin,  had  an  outpost  to  my 
right  front,  part  of  which  were  compelled  to  retire  on  my  line.  I  found  that  the 
enemy  were  firing  from  their  trenches,  so  did  not  return  their  fire.  All  firing 
ceased,  except  an  occasional  spatter  of  bullets  about  ll'p.  m.  Bullets,  however, 
continued  to  fall  around  my  trenches  all  the  time  I  occupied  them.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  3d,  about  5.30  a.  m.,  15  or  20  shells  passed  around  and  over  us,  some  of 
them  bursting  very  close.  My  company  was  relieved  by  a  battery  of  the  Third 
Artillery  about  9.45  a.  m.,  and  returned  to  Camp  Dewey.  No  losses.  On  the 
morning  of  August  6, 1898,  my  company  left  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  and  at  9  a.  m.  I  was 
placed  in  the  trenches,  my  left  resting  on  the  beach  of  Manila  Bay.  The  battalion 
of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  began  at  once  to  strengthen  the  works,  which  was 
continued  for  about  two  hours.  The  enemy  then  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  their 
artillery  and  small  arms,  requiring  our  men  to  seek  shelter  and  discontinue  their 
work.  The  fire  lasted  one  hour.  When  we  resumed  work  on  the  trenches  a  desul- 
tory fire  from  small  arms  was,  however,  continued  by  the  enemy.  At  10.10  p.  m. 
the  enemy  again  opened  on  our  line  with  artillery  and  heavy  small-arms  filing, 
the  latter  about  850  yards  in  our  front,  which  was  continued  for  about  forty 
minutes.  The  fire  was  not  returned  by  my  company  at  any  time.  I  sustained  no 
loss.  About  9.15  a.  m.,  August  7,  my  company  was  relieved,  and  we  marched  to 
Camp  Dewey. 

Kespectfnlly  submitted. 

R.  F.  Bates, 
Captain,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A. 


Manila,  P.  I.,  August  19, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Eighteenth  Infantry: 

SiK:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  letter  of  August  18  from  your 
office,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

On  July  39  I  relieved  the  insurgents  in  their  intrenchments  by  two  companies 
of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  which  companies  protected  the  First  Battalion,  First 
Colorado  Volunteers,  while  they  constructed  the  intrenchments  extending  from 
the  beach  to  the  road.  Real  Calle.  For  details  of  duty,  see  reports  of  Capt.  W.  T. 
Wood  and  First  Lieut.  G.  W.  Martin,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  marked  C  and  D. 
For  further  details  of  duty  performed  by  the  First  Battalion,  Eighteenth  Infan- 
try, see  reports  of  Capt.  R.  P.  Bates  and  W.  B.  Wheeler,  Eighteenth  Infantry, 
marked  A  and  B. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  Bailey, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Eighteenth  Infantry. 


90  RKPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OE  WAR. 

B. 

Manila,  P.  I.,  Augmt  19, 1898. 
The  Adjutant,  First  Battalion,  Eighteenth  Infantry, 

Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  your  office,  dated  August  18, 1898, 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  concerning  the  part  taken  by  my 
company  in  the  engagements  with  the  enemy  during  the  operations  in  front  of 
Manila: 

July  SI- August  1, 1898. — ^About  11.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  July  31,  the  enemy  made 
an  attack  in  force  upon  the  troops  at  that  time  occupying  the  trenches.  The  call 
to  arms  was  sounded  in  camp  and  the  company  turned  out  and  remained  under 
arms  until  morning,  the  enemy  in  the  meantime  having  been  repulsed  and  driven 
back  into  their  own  intrenchments. 

August  1-2, 1898. — The  company  remained  in  caiap. 

August  S-3, 1898. — The  company  having  been  detailed  for  duty  in  the  trenches, 
left  camp  about  8  o'clock  a.  m. ,  August  2.  While  nearing  the  trenches,  the  enemy 
apparently  having  discovered  the  position  of  the  company,  commenced  a  heavy 
fire  of  shells  and  small  arms  in  the  direction  of  the  company,  several  shells  burst- 
ing in  the  immediate  vicinity.  The  company  being  under  orders  not  to  return 
the  fire  unless  the  enemy  were  actually  advancing,  remained  under  fire  for  about 
half  an  hour,  seeking  shelter  behind  the  adjacent  earthworks.  During  the  night, 
while  the  company  was  guarding  a  portion  of  the  trenches,  the  enemy  attempted 
to  advance,  but  was  discovered  by  the  Cossack  posts  posted  in  front  of  the  com- 
pany and  repulsed  after  considerable  firing,  lasting  about  two  hours. 

August  5-6, 1898. — The  company  remained  in  camp. 

August  6-7, 1898. — The  company  occupied  a  portion  of  the  trenches  in  front  of 
Manila  during  the  night  between  August  6  and  7,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy, 
which,  under  orders  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  was  not  returned  by 
our  men. 

August  IS,  1898. — The  company,  as  part  of  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Eighteenth 
Infantry,  advanced  upon  the  enemy's  intrenchments  in  battle  formation.  During 
the  advance  the  company  was  under  fire  for  a  considerable  time.  The  company 
having  reached  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  which  they  had  just  abandoned, 
delivered  a  few  volleys  upon  the  retreating  Spaniards,  who  continued  to  retreat, 
and  were  pursued  by  our  men  who,  forming  in  column  of  fours,  entered  the  streets 
of  Manila  without  encountering  any  further  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
except  a  few  shots  now  and  then  as  the  advance  progressed.  The  white  fiag  in 
the  meantime  had  been  hoisted  on  the  Spanish  fort  and  the  battle  was  over.  No 
men  of  my  company  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  company  remained  in  the 
streets  under  arms  all  night  performing  guard  and  patrol  duty. 

While  the  company  happily  met  with  no  casualties,  it  has  experienced,  during 
the  time  covered  by  this  report,  service  the  most  severe  and  trjdng  to  both  officers 
and  enlisted  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  B.  Wheeler, 
Captain,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  E. 


Hdqks.  First  Eegiment  Nebraska  Volunteers, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  18, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  assault  on  Manila,  on  August  13, 1898. 
In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  General  Orders,  No.  12, 
0.  S.,  eleven  companies  of  this  regiment  took  position  in  the  reserve 
in  column  of  battalions,  our  right  resting  on  the  Oalle  Eeal  as  prescribed 
(Company  P  being  detached  by  your  orders  to  support  A  Battery. 
The  report  of  Captain  Vickers  is  hereto  attached).  After  the  bombard- 
ment by  the  navy,  I  was  directed  to  report  to  you  at  Malate,  following 
the  beach.     Upon  arrival  at  Malate,  by  your  further  order  I  was 
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directed  to  advance  to  the  city,  following  the  water  front.  This  move- 
ment was  made,  and  the  regiment  reported  to  you  at  the  gates  of  the 
walled  city.  When  it  was  known  that  the  city  had  been  surrendered  to 
our  forces,  by  your  orders  the  regiment  was  distributed  at  the  canal 
and  principal  streets  for  the  protection  of  public  property  and  main- 
tenance of  order,  where  the  regiment  is  still  on  duty  (Company  F, 
Captain  Vickers,  reporting  for  duty  at  5  p.  m.). 

Although  during  the  advance  on  the  city  the  regiment  was  under 
fire  several  times,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no  casualties. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  p.  Bratt, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Nehrasha 

U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Manila,  August  17, 1898. 
Col.  John  P.  Bratt, 

Commanding  First  Nebrasha  U.  8.  Volunteers, 

United  States  Philippine  Expeditionary  Forces. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  forward  movement  on 
Manila  on  the  13th  instant  my  company,  then  stationed  at  the  "cross- 
roads" in  support  of  the  troops  in  the  trenches  on  the  left,  was,  at  7 
o'clock  a.  m.,  ordered  by  General  Greene  to  support  a  battery  of  three 
Hotchkiss  guns,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Hahn,  Third  Artillery.  At 
11  o'clock  a.  m.  we  began  the  forward  movement,  and  alter  crossing  our 
works  were  under  fire  until  the  Spanish  intrenchments  were  reached. 
By  the  united  efforts  of  Lieutenant  Hahn's  command  and  my  own  the 
guns  were  dragged  over  the  Spanish  intrenchments  and  we  moved 
rapidly  forward  for  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  when  we  were  again 
stopped  by  a  fire  from  our  right  from  an  unseen  enemy.  We  were  una- 
ble to  return  the  fire,  as  no  enemy  was  visible.  After  the  firing,  which 
lasted  about  twenty  minutes,  the  battery  and  my  command  again 
moved  forward  into  the  city  without  further  opposition,  and  at  5  o'clock 
p.  m.  was  ordered  by  General  Greene  to  join  the  regiment,  which  was 
marched  to  the  custom-house  and  assigned  quarters. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that,  though  under  quite  heavy  fire  on  several 
different  occasions,  the  company  sustained  no  loss,  either  killed  or 
wounded. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  A.  Vickers, 
Captain,  First  Nebraska  TJ.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding  F  Company, 


Hdqrs.  First  Eegiment  Nebraska  Volunteers, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  18,  1898. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  your  of&ce,  dated  August  17, 1898, 1  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  with  the  Spanish 
forces  on  Augrust  2, 1898. 

On  the  morning  of  August  2,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  assumed 
command  of  the  intrenchments  and  outpost  on  the  Calle  Real,  in  front  of  Manila, 
relieving  Colonel  Hale,  First  Colorado,  and  the  following  assignment  of  troops 
was  made:  Four  companies  and  detachment  First  Nebraska  United  States  Volun- 
teers (Zeilinger,  Herpolsheimer,  Taylor,  Lieutenant  Yale;  detachment  of  82  men 
from  these  companies,  Lieutenant  Naracong),  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colton,  com- 
manding; two  companies  Nebraska  United  States  Volunteers  (Vickers,  Lieutenant 
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Talbot),  Major  Mtilford,  commanding,  occupying  trenches  and  rifle  pits  on  left 
of  line;  First  Battalion  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bailey,  commanding;  four  companies  (Wood,  Wheeler,  Bates,  and  Martin)  on  the 
rights  occupying  the  trenches  and  rifle  pits  extending  eastward  to  Pasai  road;  five 
companies  (Williams,  Oury,  Eager,  HoUings worth,  and  Lieutenant  Hansen)  First 
Nebraska  United  States  Volunteers,  Major  Stotsenburg,  commanding,  outposts 
and  support  on  east-and-west  road  running  through  Pasai;  one  company,  K  (Lieu- 
tenant Jens),  First  Nebraska  Volunteers,  at  Mericabare. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  during  the  day.  I  visited  the  outposts  twice 
during  the  day,  once  in  the  morning  and  afternoon  at  dusk.  Sentinels  were  posted 
about  50  yards  in  front  of  the  trenches  and  a  lookout  established  in  the  second 
story  and  on  roof  of  the  convent  on  the  line  of  trenches. 

At  9.40  p.  m.  a  body  of  Spanish  troops  was  reported  to  be  moving  out  of  the  rifle 
pits  on  our  front  to  the  right  and  a  line  of  skirmishers  was  deploying  on  our  front. 
The  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  rifle  pits  to  the  right  of  the  Calle  Eeal,  occupied 
by  Captain  Wood,  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Naracong, 
First  Nebraska  Volunteers,  with  the  evident  intention  of  flanking  our  position. 
Firing  began  on  our  right,  and  this  flre  soon  extended  along  our  entire  front. 
The  enemy  also  opened  fire  on  the  trenches  with  artillery. 

When  the  firing  became  general  along  the  entire  front  Captain  Wood  and  Lieu- 
tenant Naracong  returned  the  flre  with  vigor.  Being  convinced  that  this  was  an 
attack  in  force,  I  ordered  the  troops  occupying  the  trenches  to  return  the  fire  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  right.  This  was  done  generally  by  volley,  and  for 
thirty-five  minutes  the  firing  was  very  heavy. 

At  10.30  the  enemy  ceased  firing  and  withdrew  to  their  trenches. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  sustained  severe  loss,  as  the 
attack  was  not  resumed  by  them  in  the  early  morning,  as  they  had  previously 
done. 

During  the  action  Major  Stotsenburg,  with  Companjr  G  (Captain  Williams), 
First  Nebraska,  from  the  reserve,  reenforced  the  position  occupied  by  Captain 
Wood,  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  and  Company  H  (Captain  Eager), 
Company  B  (Captain  Oury),  also  were  reenforced  on  the  line  just  as  the  firing 
ceased,  and  remained  in  position  until  8  a.  m.  on  the  3d.  Company  C  (Captain 
Hollingsworth)  was  advanced  in  support  to  the  old  insurgents'  trenches,  and  one 
platoon.  Company  I  (Lieut.  A.  C.  Smith,  commanding),  was  advanced  to  sup- 
port the  right  of  the  line.  These  positions  were  maintained  until  we  were  relieved, 
at  9  o'clock,  August  3,  by  the  First  California. 

Our  losses  were — Private  William  P.  Lewis,  Company  E,  killed  by  explosive 
shell.  Wounded:  Corporal  Oviatt  and  Privates  Hansen,  McCauly,  Wickham, 
Company  A;  Privates  Duncan,  Connor,  Belzer,  Company  E;  none  seriously. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  All  orders  were 
executed  vsdth  promptness.  I  wish  to  specially  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant Naracong,  who,  with  a  detachment  of  32  men,  received  the  brunt  of  the 
attack  with  scarcely  any  protection  for  his  men. 

Very  respectfully,  Jno.  P.  Beatt, 

Colonel  First  Nebraska  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Manila,  P.  I.,  August  18, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the 
action  of  the  night  of  August  5,  by  the  Second  and  Third  battalions  of  this  regiment, 
which  were  on  duty  as  follows:  Three  companies  of  the  Second  Battalion  were  in 
the  trenches  from  the  Pasai  road,  about  800  yards  north  of  Pasai,  westward  to  the 
rice  swamp,  connecting  with  the  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry.  The 
fourth  company  (G) ,  Captain  Williams,  of  the  Second  Battalion,  and  K  Company, 
Lieutenant  Jens,  of  the  Third  Battalion,  were  posted  at  the  Pasai — Calle  Eeal 
crossroads.  Companies  B  (Oury's)  and  F  (Vickers')  were  in  support,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Mulford,  at  Pasai,  with  a  strong  outpost  at  the  Bamboo  bridge. 
The  fourth  company  (M,  Lieutenant  Talbot)  was  left  at  Maricabau.  We  worked 
all  day  strengthening  the  trenches. 

At  about  7  p.  m.  the  firing  became  heavy  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards  along 
our  entire  front.  I  went  to  the  trenches  immediately,  and  ordered  the  troops  in 
the  trenches  not  to  return  the  fire,  and  I  remained  there  as  long  as  the  heavy 
firing  was  kept  up  and  saw  that  the  order  was  obeyed. 
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I  also  ordered  two  companies  (G  and  K)  to  support  the  left  if  necessary,  and 
in  moving  to  the  front  2  men  of  Company  G  were  wounded,  viz:  Corporal  Carl 
V.  Probst,  slightly;  Trumpeter  Claud  F.  Head,  severely,  in  the  stomach. 

The  command  remained  in  the  trenches  until  morning,  but  after  9  p.  m.  the 
firing  was  kept  up  by  sharpshooters  only. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Stotsenburg, 
Major  First  Nebraska  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Commanding  First  and  Second  Battalions,  August  5  and  6, 1S98. 


Headquarters  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 

United  States  Volunteers, 
Manila,  P.  I. ,  August  20, 1898. 
Capt.  W.  G.  Bates, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Eighth  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  United  States  Volunteers,  in  the  recent  operations 
of  the  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  against  the  enemy  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  from  July  31  to  August  12.  1898,  inclusive. 

On  the  morning  of  July  31,  my  regiment  being  detailed  for  outpost  duty,  seven 
companies,  to  wit.  A,  C,  D,  E,  I,  H,  and  K,  occupied  the  naost  northern  intrench- 
ments  of  the  American  Army,  about  4  miles  south  of  Manila;  Company  B  being 
posted  to  guard  a  road  about  2  miles  in  rear  of  and  to  the  right  of  our  main  body  and 
was  not  subsequently  engaged  in  the  action  of  the  balance  of  the  command  in  the 
advance  line.  The  other  troops  in  the  advanced  line  consisted  of  a  detachment  of 
4  guns  and  32  men  of  Batteries  A  and  B,  Utah  Light  Artillery,  commanded  by 
Lieutenants  Gibbs  and  Grow,  respectively. 

The  intrenched  line  at  this  time  extended  from  the  bay  east  about  250  yards, 
ending  at  the  east  side  of  the  Cavite  and  Manila  road. 

Maj.  H.  C.  Cuthbertson,  in  command  duringthe  day,  placed  theSeoond  Battalion, 
composed  of  Companies  A,  C,  H,  and  I  (Maj.  Everhart  Bierer,  commanding) ,  and 
the  Utah  Light  .Artillery  in  the  intrenchments,  and  Companies  D  and  E  of  the 
First  Battalion  in  reserve,  about  200  yards  in  rear  of  the  center  of  the  advanced 
line.  Company  H's  position  was  about  the  same  distance  in  rear  of  right  of  line 
and  east  of  the  Manila  road,  and  it  furnished  outposts  and  pickets  from  a  point  75 
yards  east  of  its  position  and  in  a  curved  line  to  the  north  and  west,  the  most 
westerly  outpost  being  probably  60  feet  to  the  right  of  the  Manila  road  and  about 
the  same  distance  north  of  the  prolongation  of  the  intrenched  line,  vrith  pickets 
posted  to  the  front  in  the  small  bushy  timber.  Between  the  right  of  our  defensive 
line  at  the  Manila  road  and  the  outpost  was  a  piece  of  bamboo  growth  extending 
north,  and  almost  impenetrable  for  a  body  of  troops. 

A  second  reserve,  composed  of  Battery  H,  Third  United  States  Artillery,  armed 

as  infantry  (Lieut. and  174  men) ,  was  posted  at  the  intersection  of  the  Manila 

and  Pasai  roads  and  at  Pasai,  about  three-fourths  mUe  to  our  right  rear. 

During  the  day  there  was  no  movement  or  firing  of  any  account  from  the 
enemy  or  our  forces,  our  troops  being  engaged  in  strengthening  their  works. 
About  11  o'clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  from  4  pieces  of 
artillery,  which  continued  for  half  an  hour,  but  caused  no  material  damage  to  our 
works  nor  casualties  to  our  troops.  He  then  advanced  a  heavy  line  of  infantry, 
firing  by  squads,  until  vrithin  about  400  yards  of  our  line,  when,  halting,  he 
delivered  many  volleys  from  the  entire  line,  continuing  about  three  hours. 

When  this  voUey  firing  had  continued  alDOut  a  half  hour  the  enemy  evidently 
removed  a  part  of  his  line  from  his  extreme  right  at  the  beach  and  again  opened 
fire  from  two  pieces  of  artillery  with  shell  and  shrapnel. 

The  casualties  to  our  troops  behind  our  intrenched  line  during  the  entire 
engagement  were  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded. 

About  11.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  a  line  of  infantry  toward  a  point  east  of 
and  in  prolongation  of  our  intrenched  line  with  the  evident  intention  of  turning 
our  right  flank.  Seeing  this  danger,  Major  Cuthbertson  withdrewthe  pickets  ana 
outposts,  advanced  the  reserve,  and  made  disposition  as  follows:  Company  K 
(Captain  Crago) ,  about  60  feet  to  right  of  road  (eastern  end  of  intrenched  line) , 
left  resting  on  a  dense  thicket  of  heavy  bamboo;  line  extending  east  of  intrenched 
line  about  30  feet  in  advance  of  same,  right  resting  about  5  degrees  north  of 
intrenched  line.  Companies  E  (Capt.  J.  A.  Loar)  and  D  (Capt.  F.  B.  HawMns) 
prolonged  this  line  to  the  right  in  the  order  named. 
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When  this  new  line  had  been  placed  in  position  the  enemy,  firing  heavily,  had 
advanced  to  within  about  300  yards  of  same.  Our  troops  met  this  advance  with 
continuous  volley  firing,  checking  his  movement  at  about  100  yards  from  our 
front.  Being  indisposed,  I  was  not  present  with  the  command  until  the  heavy 
firing  warned  me  that  my  command  was  engaged  in  battle.  I  then  went  to  the 
front  with  28  men  of  the  regimental  guard,  of  whom  9  were  members  of  Com^pany 
B.  On  my  arrival  on  the  battle  line  at  11.45  o'clock  p.  m.  Major  Cuthbertson 
informed  me  that  he  had  just  been  reenforced  by  half  of  Battery  H,  Third  United 

States  Artillery,  in  comimand  of  Lieutenant .    They  were  placed  in  position 

near  the  right  of  our  intrenched  line,  and  rendered  most  excellent  service.  About 
12.15  o'clock  a.  m.,  August  1,  Battery  K,  Third  United  States  Artillery,  Captain 
O'Hara  in  command,  arrived  and  was  posted  near  the  center  of  our  line.  Com- 
pany I  of  my  command  then  formed'  a  double  line  on  the  extreme  right  of  our 
intrenchment. 

When  passing  brigade  headquarters  on  my  way  to  the  front  Brigadier-General 
Greene  suggested  my  sending  an  of&cer  for  additional  ammunition.  Lieutenant 
Scott,  battalion  adjutant,  was  charged  with  this  duty,  and  acted  so  promptly  that 
when  our  supply  was  alarmingly  low  we  were  fully  supplied. 

The  battle  continued  without  much  abatement  until  about  1 .  30  o'clock  a.m.,  when 
the  enemy  retired  from  our  extreme  right.  About  this  time  a  battalion  of  the  First 
California  Infantry,  sent  by  General  Greene  as  reenf or  cement,  arrived.  One  of 
these  companies  CA)  was  posted  on  the  left  of  our  line  at  the  beach,  the  other 
three,  with  a  detachment  of  Battery  H,  Third  United  States  Artillery,  relieving 
companies  D,  E,  and  K  of  my  command  on  the  right.  About  2  o'clock  a.  m.  the 
enemy  again  opened  fire  with  artillery  and  occassional  volleys  from  the  infantry 
in  our  direct  front,  until  3  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  our  troops  returning  the  Sie,  vol- 
ley for  volley,  h«  retired,  and  all  firing  ceased.  In  this  engagement,  I  estimate 
that  not  less  than  100,000  rounds  of  ammunition  were  expended  by  the  enemy,  and 
about  60,000  by  our  troops,  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  alone  using  37,000  rounds. 

The  casualties  behind  the  intrenched  line  were  small,  while  in  the  three  unpro- 
tected companies  about  one  in  five  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  following 
is  the  list  of  casualties: 

Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 


Company. 

Officers 
■wounded. 

Enlisted 
killed. 

Enlisted 
wounded. 

Since 
died. 

Total. 

A 

2 

Ba 

C 

D 

1 
1 

1 

4 

11 
7 
1 
1 
3 

i" 

E ..               

12 

H 

I 

1 
1 

1 

K 

Total 

i 

6 

25 

1 

35 

a  Not  engaged. 

The  only  other  casualties  reported  to  me  were  one  man  in  Company  A,  First 
California  Infantry,  killed  instantly  while  his  company  was  moving  into  position 
about  150  yards  in  rear  of  the  left  of  our  intrenched  line,  and  one  man  of  Battery 
H,  Third  United  States  Artillery,  killed  behind  the  intrenchment. 

The  troops  engaged  in  this  action  are  to  be  highly  commended  for  their  bravery. 
Many  of  them  were  under  fire  for  the  fii'st  time.  Of  those  of  the  Tenth  Pennsyl- 
vania probably  not  over  50  per  cent  had  ever  been  in  action.  Of  the  other  troops 
I  have  no  knowledge,  but  all  stood  like  veterans,  never  yielding  an  inch  from  their 
position.  1  desire,  however,  to  specially  speak  in  terms  of  highest  praise  of  the 
gallantry  displayed  by  the  oflacers  and  men  of  companies  D,  E,-  and  K.  Placed  in 
a  most  dangerous  and  unprotected  position,  attacked  by  a  vastly  superior  force, 
they  held  the  line  assigned  to  them  for  over  two  hours,  and  when  relieved  in  an 
orderly  manner  brought  their  dead  and  wounded  comrades  to  a  place  of  safety. 
The  oificers  and  men  of  the  detachments  from  batteries  A  and  B  of  the  Utah 
Artillery  were  cool  and  collected  in  action  and  nobly  acted  the  part  of  model 
American  soldiers. 

I  particularly  appreciate,  and  our  troops  are  very  grateful  for,  the  promptness 
with  which  the  offlcers  of  batteries  H  and  K,  Third  United  States  Artillery,  marched 
their  commands  to  our  relief  and  the  fearless  manner  in  which  they  performed 
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their  duty,  as  at  that  time  not  over  1,000  rounds  of  ammunition  remained  in  our 
entire  force.  To  Colonel  Smith  and  his  battalion  of  the  First  California  Infantry, 
sent  to  our  assistance  by  General  Greene,  we  owe  much.  Their  timely  arrival, 
prompt  and  intelligent  action,  saved  our  weakened  right  and  made  our  resistance 
sure.  While  every  officer  promptly  and  fearlessly  performed  his  duty,  Maj.  H. 
C.  Cuthbertson  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  made 
disposition  of  the  troops  and  the  gallant  soldierly  qualities  he  displayed  as  copi- 
mander  during  the  main  part  of  the  engagement. 

The  hospital  of  the  command,  in  charge  of  Assistant  Surgeons  Coffin  and  McCor- 
mick,  was  established  about  250  yards  in  rear  of  the  line  near  the  beach.  The 
selection  was  unfortunate,  as  its  position  was  in  the  line  of  fire,  j[et  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  while  the  entire  medical  corps  was  under  fire,  with  no  adequate 
appliances  for  comfort,  and  no  lights  but  candles,  the  wounded  received  the  nec- 
essary aid,  and  the  lives  of  at  least  5  of  the  wounded  were  saved  by  the  faithful 
promptness  of  the  hospital  corps. 

From  August  1  to  morning  of  the  13th  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  performed  its 
share  of  outpost  duty  and  intrenching,  as  detailed  at  various  times,  without  any 
incident  worthy  of  mention.  Being  on  such  duty  for  the  twenty-four  hours  end- 
ing on  the  morning  of  this  date,  we  were  relieved  at  the  intrenchments  by  the 
First  Colorado  and  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry  at  7.30  a.  m.,  receiving 
orders  to  return  to  camp,  furnish  the  command  with  two  days  cooked  rations,  200 
rounds  of  ammunition  per  man,  and  take  post  in  reserve  at  crossing  of  Manila 
and  Pasay  roads,  with  the  notice  that  an  advance  of  the  army  on  Manila  was 
ordered,  and  that  our  position  was  in  rear  of  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry;  at  9.80 
o'clock  a.  m.  a  bombardment  of  the  fortifications  of  Manila  was  begun  by  the 
American  fleet,  and  at  10.30  a.  m.  the  reserve  started  to  the  front.  On  arriving  at 
our  advance  intrenchment  we  saw  the  white  flag  of  surrender  floating  over 
Manila.  Following  the  beach,  we  entered  Manila  via  Malata  and  Ermita,  meeting 
no  resistance  of  any  moment,  probably  50  shots  being  fired  at  my  command  in  the 
latter  town  without  damage  to  our  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  L.  Hawkins,  Colonel. 


Headquarters  First  Regiment  California 

United  States  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Admiral's  Palace,  San  Miguel,  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  IS,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  vsrlth  instructions  I  hereby  transmit  report  of  part  taken  by 
First  Regiment  California  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry  in  engagements  from 
July  31  to  August  13,  inclusive. 

The  regiment  was  called  to  arms  at  11.45  p.  m.,  Jidy  31, 1898,  and  assembled  in 
three  battalions  on  north  side  of  camp  at  11.50  p.  m. 

The  first  battalion.  Companies  M,  I,  E,  and  A,  under  command  of  Maj.  Charles 
Boxton,  were  ordered  forward  to  reenforce  the  troops  of  the  brigade  intrenched 
near  Malate,  who  had  been  attacked  by  the  Spanish  forces.  The  battalion  moved 
in  column  of  fours  along  the  Calle  Real  to  the  Pasay  road,  and  were  then  thrown 
out  in  extended  order  between  the  Calle  Real  and  the  beach.  "Within  100  yards  of 
this  point  the  battalion  advanced  by  rushes,  under  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy, 
to  the  old  intrenchments  previously  occupied  by  the  insurgents.  During  this 
advance  Captain  Richter  and  8  enlisted  men  were  wounded  and  1  sergeant  kQled. 
Captain  Richter  was  mortally  wounded.  The  battalion  occupied  the  advanced 
American  trenches  during  a  heavy  fire,  and  were  then  ordered  to  occupy  the  right 
flank  of  the  firing  line,  and  took  up  the  new  position  at  13.80  a.  m. ,  August  1, 1898, 
and  were  relieved  at  9  a.  m.,  August  1,  1898,  by  the  Third  Battalion,  First  Regi- 
ment Colorado  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  second  battalion  were  ordered  forward  to  occupy  the  Pasay  Road  at  11.50 
p.  m.,  July  31,  1898,  and  took  up  and  held  their  position  until  relieved  at  about  9 
a.  m.,  August  1,  1898. 

During  the  advance  of  the  flrst  battallion.  Lieutenant  Davis,  Company  H,  and 
Private  Rogers,  Company  B,  all  of  the  second  battalion,  which  was  in  support, 
were  wounded. 

The  third  battalion  occupied  a  position  400  yards  in  rear  of  the  second  battalion 
until  relieved  at  2  a.  m.,  August  1,  1898,  when  they  returned  to  camp  and  were 
dismissed. 

The  Third  Battalion ,  First  Regiment  California  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry , 
occupied  the  trenches  in  front  of  Malate  from  August  1  until  about  10  a.  m.  August 
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3,  during  -wMoh  time  they  had  several  skirmishes  with  the  Spanish  forces  without 
casualities  to  the  battalion  save  the  wounding  of  Private  F.  H.  Field,  of  Com- 
pany F. 

The  regiment  performed  outpost  duty  between  August  2  and  August  13  with- 
out conflict  with  the  enemy,  under  orders  of  the  brigade  commander. 

The  regiment  left  Camp  Dewey,  near  Manila,  at  9.10  a.  m.,  August  13, 1898,  and 
took  up  a  position  500  yards  south  of  the  Pasay  Road,  supporting  the  troops  in  the 
trenches  between  the  Calle  Real  and  the  beach.  The  regiment  was  moved  for-' 
ward  to  the  American  trenches  in  front  of  Malate  at  10.30  a.  m. ,  but  was  immedi- 
ately ordered  to  Malate,  which  place  had  already  been  occupied  by  the  Colorado 
regiment. 

From  Malate  the  regiment  moved  forward  by  rushes  along  the  CaUe  Real,  driv- 
ing the  Spanish  forces  from  the  barricades  and  houses  therein  back  into  Manila 
and  taking  possession  of  New  Manila  and  the  Puente  D'Espana  and  the  Puente 
Colgate  at  11.40  a.  m. 

When  the  troops  arrived  in  front  of  Lunetta  Fort  a  white  flag  had  been  hoisted 
by  the  Spanish  on  the  fort.  The  insurgents,  following  the  American  forces,  fired 
upon  a  body  of  Spanish  troops  out  on  the  walls,  whereupon  the  Spanish  troops  on 
the  walls  fired  upon  our  troops,  causing  a  loss  to  the  regiment  of  1  killed  and  3 
wounded. 

The  regiment,  on  the  evening  of  August  13,  established  headquarters  at  the 
Palace  of  Malacanan,  but  subsequently  removed  to  the  Admiral's  Palace,  No.  16 
Calle  de  Gral  Solano,  where  the  regimental  headquarters  are  now  established. 

The  regiment  is  guarding  the  district  of  Quiapo,  San  Miguel,  and  the  CaUe  de 
Malacanan  as  far  forward  as  the  bridge  beyond  the  palace. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jambs  S.  Smith, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  California  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal  for  the  District  North  of  the  Pasig. 


Hbadqtjartbrs  Company  A,  Battalion  op  Engineees, 

Manila,  August  19, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjtjtant-Genebal_, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Manila,  P.  I. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  reports  called  for  in  letter  from  headquar- 
ters dated  August  17, 1898,  made  by  Lieut.  W.  D.  Connor  and  First  Sergt.  James 
Reardon,  in  command  of  the  first  and  second  platoons,  respectively,  on  the  day 
of  the  engagement  in  which  the  company  of  engineers  took  part. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  p.  Echols, 
First  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Commanding  Company  A. 


Headquarters  Company  A,  Battalion  op  Engineers, 
'  Manila,  August  18, 1898. 

First  Lieut.  Charles  P.  Echols, 

Commanding  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagements  in 
which  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  took  part: 

We  were  not  in  any  of  the  engagements  before  August  13. 

On  August  13  the  company  was  divided  into  two  platoons  and  one  platoon 
assigned  to  each  of  the  two  brigades;  the  fii-st,  in  command  of  Lieut.  W.  D.  Con- 
nor, Corps  of  Engineers,  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade,  and  the  second,  under 
command  of  First  Sergt.  James  Reardon,  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers. 

Bridge  equipage  had  previously  been  prepared  for  about  150  feet  of  bamboo 
bridge,  and  had  been  left  at  the  rear  of  the  forward  trench. 

On  August  13  the  second  platoon  started  at  6.30  a.  m.  for  the  position  assigned 
to  it  by  the  brigade  commander,  at  the  point  where  the  trenches  cross  the  CaUe 
Real.    We  arrived  there  at  7.45  a.  m.,  took  position  along  trenches  and  waited. 

The  bombardment  opened  at  about  9.40  a.  m.,  and  about  11.15  a.  m.  orders  were 
received  that  the  bridge  across  the  small  river  east  of  the  fort  had  been  struck  by 
a  shell  and  the  damage  was  unknown. 

Assisted  by  a  detachment  of  soldiers  from  the  First  Regiment  California  Volun- 
teers, the  platoon  started  forward  with  about  40  feet  of  bridge  equipage.  The 
firing  during  this  advance  was  pretty  sharp,  and  bullets  were  flying  about  in  con- 
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siderable  niiinbers,  but  the  men  advanced  continuously  and  behaved  well  while 
under  fire.  I  left  the  platoon  and  went  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  ascertain 
the  damage  to  the  bridge.  It  was  not  as  great  as  anticipated,  and  I  returned  and 
hurried  forward  about  30  feet  of  floor,  with  which  the  roadway  was  repaired. 

I  then  received  orders  to  tear  the  Spanish  breastworks  down  where  they  crossed 
the  road  and  put  the  road  in  condition  so  that  the  Hotchkiss  battery  could  pass. 
This  I  did,  and  then  advanced  into  the  city,  and  at  about  5  p.  m.  was  authorized 
to  put  my  men  into  a  bulling  occupied  by  the  La  Insular  tobacco  factory. 
Very  respectfully, 

William  D.  Connor, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers, 

Manila,  August  18, 1898. 
First  Lieut.  Charles  P.  Echols, 

Commanding  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  which  the 
second  platoon.  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  took  in  the  engagement  of 
August  13: 

At  6.30  a.  m.  on  that  day,  by  order  of  Lieutenant  Connor,  the  platoon  took  posi- 
tion alongside  the  road  immediately  in  front  of  company  quarters  at  Camp  Dewey 
to  await  orders. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-Greneral  MacArthur,  the  platoon,  at  about  7  a.  m.,  moved 
forward  to  the  second  outpost,  where  it  arrived  at  about  8.15  a.  m.,  and,  taking 
position  in  rear  of  the  Astor  Battery,  awaited  orders.  During  the  time  we  occupied 
this  position  shells  repeatedly  broke  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  others  passing  over 
our  heads.    Two  men  of  the  Astor  Battery  were  wounded. 

At  about  11.30  a.  m.  orders  were  received  to  advance.  Arriving  at  the  insur- 
gents' trenches,  I  was  advised  by  Captain  Murphy,  commanding  battalion,  Four- 
teenth United  States  Infantry,  who,  with  others,  was  retiring,  that,  ovnng  to  the 
swampy  condition  of  the  country  in  front  of  these  trenches,  it  was  impossible  for 
Eny,  other  than  those  already  in  action,  to  take  part.  I  assumed,  by  his  advice, 
a  position  immediately  in  rear  of  his  command  and  behind  the  insurgents'  trenches, 
where  the  platoon  at  once  threw  up  a  line  of  intrenchments. 

We  remained  in  this  position  for  about  twenty  minutes,  when,  orders  being 
received  to  advance,  we  proceeded,  without  interruption,  to  Malate,  where  we 
were  assigned  to  quarters  by  Brigadier-General  MacArthur. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Reardon, 
First  Sergeant  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers. 


Manila,  August  W,  1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Eighth  Army  Corps,  Manila. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Light 
Battery  A,  Utah,  United  States  Volunteers,  in  the  engagements  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  capture  of  Manila: 

The  battery  arrived  at  Cavite  on  the  17th  day  of  July,  1898,  having  made  the 
voyage  on  the  steamer  Colon,  as  part  of  the  second  expedition. 

On  July  31  4  guns,  1  caisson,  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  gun,  and  the 
entire  available  personnel  of  the  battery  (except  those  men  detached  to  guard 
stores  at  Cavite)  were  landed  and  went  into  camp  at  Camp  Dewey. 

At  8  a.  m.,  July  39,  under  instruction  from  Brigadier-General  Greene,  3  guns 
and  one-half  of  the  strength  of  the  battery  were  moved  forward  into  the  insur- 
gent trenches.  The  guns  were  placed  in  the  embrasures  theretofore  occupied  by 
2  insurgent  smoothbore  guns  alongside  the  Calle  Real  and  about  1,150  yards  from 
the  Malate  fort  and  the  Spanish  trenches.  A  battalion  of  the  First  Colorado  was 
engaged  during  the  day  and  night  of  July  39-30  in  the  construction  of  the  trenches 
on  either  side  of  the  Capuchin  House,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCoy.  Out- 
post duty  was  performed  by  a  company  of  the  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry, 
under  Lieutenant  Martin.  During  the  night  of  July  39-30  there  was  considerable 
irregular  firing  by  the  Spaniards.  This  came  mostly  from  the  right  of  our  posi- 
tion, which  was  entirely  unprotected,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  insurgents  to 
7mg 
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maintain  their  lines  between  the  Calle  Real  and  the  Pasay  road.  The  undersigned 
and  Lieutenants  Gibbs  and  Webb  were  present  with  the  battery.  Lieutenant 
Naylor,  with  two  gun  detachments,  relieved  the  first  detail  at  8  a.  m.,  July  30. 

On  July  30,  by  command  of  General  Greene,  I  constructed  embrasures  and  plat- 
forms for  3  guns  in  the  field  works  to  the  right  of  the  Capuchin  House.  Lieutenant 
Naylor  moved  the  8  guns  into  these  embrasures  early  July  31.  During  the  night 
of  July  30-31  heavy  small-arm  firing  from  the  right  was  continued,  and  in  the 
early  morning  several  shells  were  fired  at  our  lines  from  the  Spanish  position. 

At  8  a.  m. ,  July  31 ,  Lieut.  G.  W.  Gibbs  and  two  gun  detachments  relieved  Lieu- 
tenant Naylor.  All  remained  quiet  until  11.30  p.  m.  of  the  31st,  when  the  Span- 
iards opened  on  our  lines  with  a  heavy  infantry  and  artillery  fire,  which  was 
maintained  for  two  hours  and  forty  minutes.  Our  instructions  contemplated  that 
the  artillery  should  not  be  brought  into  action  unless  it  became  apparent  that  the 
Spaniards  were  advancing  from  their  trenches.  Under  these  orders  our  fire  was 
reserved  during  the  early  part  of  the  engagement.  Later,  however.  Major  Cuth- 
bertson,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,- the  senior  ofScer  present,  ordered  the  guns 
to  commence  firing.  The  order  was  promptly  responded  to.  Fifty-seven  rounds, 
almost  exclusively  shrapnel,  punched  either  at  zero  or  for  very  short  ranges,  were 
fired  from  the  3  guns  of  my  battery  during  the  engagement.  During  the  progress 
of  the  combat  I  dispatched  a  volunteer  relief  detachment  to  the  trenches;  also  3 
limbers,  with  ammunition,  the  latter  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Naylor.  The 
officers  and  men  of  the  battery  not  engaged  at  the  front  were  held  at  Camp  Dewey, 
by  command  of  the  commanding  general,  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  August  the  Spaniards  again  opened  on  our  position 
with  a  heavy  infantry  and  artillery  fire,  lasting  for  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 
The  battery  detachments  present,  under  command  of  Lieut.  "W.  C.  "Webb,  were 
held  in  readiness,  but  Colonel  McCoy,  of  the  First  California,  in  immediate  com- 
mand, deemed  it  inexpedient,  under  prevailing  instructions,  to  permit  the  gmia 
to  be  used;  so  neither  was  fired. 

August  3-3,  Lieutenant  Naylor  was  in  command.  Firing  from  the  Spanish 
batteries  and  trenches  was  resumed  at  9.45  p.  m.  of  the  3d  and  continued  for 
thirty-five  minutes.    Our  guns,  under  instructions,  did  not  respond. 

August  3-4,  Lieutenant  Gibbs  in  command.    No  firing. 

August  4^5,  Lieutenant  Webb  in  command.    No  firing. 

August  5-6,  Lieutenant  Naylor  in  command.  The  Spanish  opened  fire  on  our 
trenches  at  7.40  j).  m.  of  the  5th  and  continued  for  about  one  hour  and  ten  minutes. 
We  did  not  fire  either  of  our  guns. 

August  6-7.  The  Spanish  fired  on  our  lines  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  again 
in  the  evening.    We  did  not  respond. 

August  8  to  11.  The  lieutenants  of  the  battery  relieved  each  other  in  the 
trenches  in  succession. 

August  11,  under  orders  from  General  Greene  1  constructed  emplacements  for 
two  other  3.3-inch  rifles,  one  west  and  the  other  east  of  the  CapucMn  House,  and 
placed  the  guns  in  position. 

August  11-13.  Remained  at  trenches  in  command  of  battery,  Lieutenant  Naylor 
being  with  me. 

August  13,  by  direction  of  General  Greene,  I  selected  positions  for  two  boat 
guns  on  our  lines  on  the  road  bordering  a  swamp  or  lagoon  about  500  yards  east 
of  the  Calle  Real  and  caused  emplacements  for  the  same  to  be  constructed  by 
Lieut.  W.  C.  Webb. 

August  13,  two  gun  detachments,  one  from  Battery  A  and  a  second  from  Bat- 
tery B,  aggregating  18  men,  marched  out  at  5.30  a.  m.  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  platforms  and  embrasures  for  the  boat  guns,  and  to  man  the  same  in 
the  day's  attack.  Lieutenant  Webb  in  command.  This  detachment  completed 
the  embrasures  and  cut  down  intervening  timber  in  the  face  of  a  strong  Mauser 
fire  from  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Webb  was  ready  to  open  fire  on  the  Spanish 
trenches,  about  700  yards  distant,  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  but  was  directed 
by  the  ranking  infantry  officer  present  not  to  fire  without  the  latter's  order.  This 
order  did  not  come  until  our  troops  had  advanced  to  within  300  yards  of  the 
Spanish  trenches,  at  which  time  Lieutenant  Webb  prudently  concluded  it  was 
too  late  to  commence. 

The  undersigned,  with  about  70  men  and  Lieutenant  Naylor,  reached  the 
trenches  at  7  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Gibbs,  who  had  been  in  command  of  the  detail 
the  preceding  twenty-four  hours,  reported  to  me  on  my  arrival  that  he  was  sick. 
I  permitted  him  to  return  to  camp. 

The  engagement  opened  at  about  9.30  a.  m.  We  used  all  four  guns,  and 
expended  33  percussion  shell  and  4  shrapnel.  Our  fire  was  chiefly  directed  at  the 
Malate  fort,  but  several  shots  were  fired  at  Spanish  guns  below  the  eastern  walls 
of  that  fort  and  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  bridge.    The  shrapnel  were 
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directed  at  the  retreating  Spaniards.  The  distance  to  the  eneiay's  trenches, 
which  I  had  previously  determined  by  triangulation,  was  1,050  yards.  The  num- 
ber of  shots  fired  was  directed  by  General  Greene,  whose  headquarters  were  in 
the  Capuchin  House,  on  our  lines.  Early  in  the  afternoon  we  moved  up  into 
Malate. 

Our  men  and  officers  had  many  narrow  escapes  from  Spanish  bullets,  but  the 
battery  fortunately  passed  through  the  entire  seige  without  a  man  killed  or 
wounded. 

Of  the  conduct  of  members  of  the  battery  under  trying  circumstances  and  of 
the  quality  of  the  services  rendered  by  them,  it  is,  I  believe,  unnecessary  for  me  to 
express  an  opinion.  I  may  in  justice  add,  however,  that  in  willingness  to  per- 
form the  extra  onerous  duties  of  the  battery,  in  intelligent  devotion  to  duty,  and 
in  personal  bravery,  the  members  of  the  battery,  practically  without  exception, 
have  won  my  undying  confidence  and  gratitude. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ElCHAED  W.  YOTJNG, 

Captain,  Commanding  lAght  Battery  A,  Utah,  V.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Light  Battery  B,  Utah  Artillery, 

Manila,  P.  I. ,  Augiist  18, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Army  Philippines. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  upon  the  part  taken  by  my  bat- 
tery in  the  engagement  commencing  July  31  and  closing  August  13, 1898. 

Subject  to  orders,  2  of  my  guns  were  moved  into  position  July  31  in  the  intrench- 
ments  near  the  church  of  Capuchinos.  Lieut.  O.  R.  Grow,  with  2  gun  detach- 
n^ients  of  9  men  each,  remained  there.  At  11.30  p.  m.  the  Spanish  opened  fire  and 
Lieutenant  Grow  replied  at  once.  Although  my  men  were  under  heavy  fire  from 
the  Spanish  guns  as  well  as  from  infantry,  they  continued  to  fire  until  1.30  a.  m., 
August  1,  when  they  were'ordered  to  stop. 

Rivate  Joseph  Winkler  was  the  only  man  wounded  by  a  Mauser  ball. 

I  heard  the  ftring  2,500  yards  in  rear  of  the  lines,  and  fearing  Lieutenant  Grow 
might  be  short  of  ammunition,  at  once  loaded  our  caissons  to  take  to  the  front, 
and  also  had  the  remaining  3  guns  ready  to  move  at  once  vrith  limber  chests 
full.  I  then  awaited  orders,  but  as  Lieutenant  Critchlow  and  all  the  men 
were  anxious  to  go  to  the  front,  and  fearing  Lieutenant  Grow  needed  help,  I 
allowed  Lieutenant  Critchlow  to  go  forward  with  the  first  sergeant  and  5  men, 
which  they  did  under  heavy  fire  and  without  injury.  Shortly  after  they  had 
started  orders  arrived  for  me  to  send  ammunition,  and  I  started  forward  with  one 
limber  chest  and  found  it  hard  work,  as  it  was  very  dark  and  the  mud  quite  deep, 
but  the  men  being  anxious  to  get  there,  I  arrived  in  less  than  forty-five  minutes 
and  renaained  until  morning.  While  there  I  strengthened  our  breastworks  and 
embrasures,  and  finding  it  very  muddy  put  in  some  heavy  plank  under  the  guns. 

Monday,  August  1,  the  Spanish  guns  again  opened  at  9.30  p.  m.,  and  as  they 
appeared  to  have  our  range  Lieutenant  Critchlow  asked  and  received  permission 
to  open  fire,  which  he  did,  and  succeeded  in  silencing  the  one  of  their  guns  which 
had  caused  him  the  most  trouble.  One  of  the  enemy's  shells  struck  one  of  our 
guns,  exploded,  and  carried  the  front  sight.  After  firing  21  shots  Colonel  Hale 
ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  from  that  time  we  remained  quiet,  awaiting 
orders. 

Tuesday,  Aug^ust  2,  the  Spanish  guns  started  in  about  7.30  and  fired  on  us  for 
two  hours,  and  opened  again  on  Wednesday,  August  3,  at  9  a.  m.,  and  continued 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  although  I  saw  a  shell  knock  the  spoke 
out  of  one  of  the  wheels  of  the  limber,  throw  dirt  in  the  men's  cofEee,  knock  a 
cup  out  of  one  man's  hand,  and  a  piece  pass  through  the  officers'  mess  kit  sitting 
on  the  ground  and  destroying  it,  still  we  kept  quiet. 

On  the  11th  instant  I  was  ordered  to  put  one  more  gun  in  the  intrenchment,  and 
on  the  left  of  those  already  there;  also,  to  have  one  lieutenant  report  to  General 
MacArthur,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  with  1  gun  detachment,  and  one  detachment 
to  Lieutenant  Webb,  of  Battery  A,  with  the  small  sea  gun. 

On  the  12th  instant  I  moved  the  gun  into  the  trenches,  and  Lieutenant  Grow 
left  camp  with  a  detachment  of  12  men  for  the  right  flank.  I  remained  at  the 
trenches  until  next  morning,  then  returned  to  camp,  leaving  Lieutenant  Critch- 
low in  command. 

In  the  afternoon  I  had  the  men  strengthen  our  magazine  and  earthworks.  At 
7.30  in  the  evening  I  received  final  instructions  from  the  brigade  commander 
regarding  the  battle  to  take  place  on  the  following  day. 
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Left  camp  Saturday  morning  (13th)  with  fresh  detachments  of  men,  and 
arrived  in  the  trenches  at  6.30.  At  9.30  received  orders  to  commence  firing,  and 
at  10.25  were  ordered  to  cease  firing. 

Many  of  our  shots  struck  the  fort  and  works  of  the  enemy. 

The  infantry  then  having  advanced  upon  the  enemy's  works,  I  limbered  up  my 
guns,  mounted  my  ammunition  chests  (which  had  been  dismounted  and  placed 
behind  the  earthworks  to  protect  them  from  the  enemy's  fire) ,  loaded  on  our 
intrenching  tools  and  camp  kettles,  and  at  2.30,  receiving  assistance  from  the 
First  Idaho  Infantry,  moved  Tip  the  beach  with  my  3  guns,  and  arrived  at  the 
Spanish  officers'  quarters,  Malate,  at  3.30. 

While  the  men  were  making  coffee.  Lieutenant  Grow  sent  in  a  report  that  he 
had  been  left  without  assistance  to  move  his  gun,  and  had  started  with  a  12-man 
detachment  and  needed  help.  I  sent  out  a  detachment  of  men,  and  he  arrived 
with  his  gun  at  6  o'clock. 

Sergeant  St.  Morris,  who  had  been  on  duty  with  Lieutenant  Webb,  of  Battery  A, 
arrived  and  reported  with  his  gun. 

At  8  o'clock  the  colonel  of  the  Idaho  Infantry  provided  us  a  detail  of  men  to 
help  pull  the  guns,  and  we  reported  to  General  MacArthur.  We  arrived  there  at 
9  o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  1.30  Sunday,  August  14,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  report  to  General  Greene,  whose  headquarters  were  at  the  Hotel  de  Orentia, 
Manila.  Not  being  furnished  with  any  infantry,  our  men  pulled  their  guns  into 
the  city  alone,  and  reported  at  headquarters  at  3  p.  m. 

Herewith  I  inclose  you  a  report  of  ammunition  expended,  also  a  report  of 
Lieut.  O.  R.  Grow. 

T.  A.  Grant, 
Commanding  Battery. 


Headquarters  Light  Battery  B,  United  States  Volunteers, 

Manila,  August  18, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Philippine  Forces. 
Sir:  Having  been  ordered  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  First  Brigade  to 
submit  a  report  upon  the  part  taken  in  the  action  of  August  13,  by  one  section  of 
Battery  B,  and  having  the  command  of  it,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report: 

Having  been  ordered  to  do  so,  I  moved  one  gun  into  position  on  the  Pasay  road, 
about  250  yards  south  of  blockhouse  No.  14,  on  August  12,  and  constructed 
earthworks. 

I  waited  with  my  detachment  of  13  men  until  6  o'clock  a.  m. ,  on  the  13th,  when 
the  enemy  opened  a  sharp  artillery  fire  upon  us,  which  lasted  about  one  hour.  We 
did  not  respond. 

I  was  ordered  to  commence  firing  at  9.50  a.  m.,  and  fired  14  shots  at  the  block- 
house, every  one  taking  effect.    Our  firing  lasted  forty-five  minutes. 

The  infantry  then  bemg  pushed  ahead,  and  having  no  horses,  I  ordered  my  men 
to  pull  the  gun  and  limber  back  through  Pasay,  then  west  to  the  Calle  Real, 
thence  north  to  the  insurgents'  trenches;  from  there,  with  the  assistance  sent  me 
by  Captain  Grant,  I  proceeded  to  Malate,  reaching  that  place  before  dark. 

The  detachment  which  I  commanded  deserve  great  credit  for  the  way  it  worked, 
pulling  a  6-horse  gun  and  limber  through  the  mud  until  assistance  arrived. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  R.  Grow, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Battery  B,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Detachment. 


The  following  amount  of  ammunition  was  used  in  the  engagement: 

Hounds. 

On  July  31  and  August  1 - --- - 73 

August  1  - _ 25 

August  13 26 

Total  amount  of  rounds 124 

Total  amount  on  hand  for  3.2-inch  guns _ 176 

Total  amount  on  hand  for  sea  guns 66 

T.  A.  Grant, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery  B,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Second  Battalion,  Third  Artiller\ 

Manila,  P.  I. ,  August  17, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Eighth  Army  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  brigade, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  battalion  took  no  part  in  any  of  the  engage- 
ments with  the  enemy  until  the  assault  of  the  13th  instant.  It  moved  from  Cavite 
to  Camp  Dewey  on  the  8th  instant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  the  battalion,  diminished  by  five  noncommis- 
sioned officers  and  30  privates  who  had  been  detached  for  service  with  a  Hotchkiss 
revolving-cannon  battery,  moved  at  6.30,  with  two  days'  rations  in  haversacks, 
and  by  7.45  was  in  its  assigned  place  in  the  intrenchments.  The  labor  of  strength- 
ening the  latter  was  at  once  commenced,  covers  for  the  reserves  were  constructed, 
and,  axes  having  finally  been  procured,  paths  were  cut  through  the  dense  entan- 
glement, and  crude  bridges  constructed  over  the  numerous  ditches  immediately 
in  front  of  our  position.  Hastily  as  this  was  done,  these  paths  and  bridges  soon 
proved  invaluable  in  facilitating  our  advance. 

Immediately  upon  the  cessation  of  the  combined  land  and  naval  cannonade  of 
the  enemy's  lines  the  battalion  advanced,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  briga- 
dier-general commanding,  directly  to  the  front,  against  the  intrenchments  of  the 
enemy.  Battery  L  led  in  the  best  practicable  battle  formation  that  circumstances 
permitted,  but  this,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  difficulties  of  the  ground  traversed, 
was  necessarily  ragged,  while  G  Battery,  commanded  by  Capt.  Benjamin  H. 
Randolph,  Third  Artillery,  formed  the  reserve. 

Emerging  from  the  thickets  and  ditches  mentioned,  the  battalion  formed  for  the 
attack  in  the  above  order,  and  moved  against  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  distant 
from  300  to  500  yards,  at  the  point  prescribed  in  the  general  plan  of  attack.  Upon 
surmounting  these  works  the  fact  was  developed  that  they  were  abandoned,  a 
contingency  that  no  one  in  the  command  had  contemplated.  The  battalion,  hav- 
ing been  formed  in  line  and  counted  fours  under  shelter  of  the  works,  a  proceed- 
ing intended  to  get  it  into  shape  and  quiet  the  nerves  of  the  men,  now  advanced 
over  these  works  in  the  formation  and  order  before  mentioned,  in  quest  of  the 
enemy. 

The  heavy  volley  firing  on  our  immediate  left  by  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  while 
we  were  in  the  thickets,  and  also  on  our  right,  where  the  First  Brigade  was 
engaged,  left  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  enemy,  as  seemed  to  be  the  case  on  the 
flante,  was  waiting  in  heavy  force  our  advance  in  the  center.  For  this  reason, 
while  the  battalion  was  pushed  forward  steadily  and  rapidly  it  was  yet  done  vrith 
due  caution,  and  the  men  were  forbidden  to  fire  a  shot  except  by  express  orders 
of  their  officers.  Pushing  forward  in  this  manner  over  a  country  rendered  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  traverse  owing  to  ditches  and  streams  now  swollen  by  recent 
rains,  the  second  line  of  the  enemy's  works  was  reached,  surmounted,  found 
abandoned,  and  the  battalion  entered  the  town  of  Malate  by  the  Calle  de  las 
Puertas. 

Firing  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  was  here  being  indulged  by  some  United 
States  troops  who  now  appeared  from  the  direction  of  our  left  and  also  by  some 
insurgents  w^ho,  owing  to  their  better  knowledge  of  the  streets  in  the  vicinity, 
reached  the  outskirts  of  Malate  at  the  same  time  with  our  troops.  Whom  or  what 
this  firing  was  at  I  could  not  make  out.  No  enemy  was  seen  in  our  front  or  on  our 
flanks.  Occasionally  a  shot  was  heard  as  though  fired  by  the  enemy,  but  as  this 
was  not  certain,  and  as  the  bullets  did  not  strike  around  my  command,  I  still  for- 
bade any  firing  on  the  part  of  the  battalion.  The  insurgents  were  pressed  oflE  to 
our  right  toward  the  Calle  de  Nozaleda,  from  which  direction  and  also  from  the 
national  troops  moving  on  the  same  front,  but  to  our  left,  heavy  firing  was  heard 
from  time  to  time  as  we  advanced  through  the  streets  toward  the  walled  city  of  . 
Manila.  This  advance  was  retarded  by  the  usual  incidents  of  such  a  contest,  the 
searching  of  suspicious  places  and  examination  of  by-streets,  but  it  was  a  com- 
paratively steady  advance  without  the  battalion  firing  a  shot,  for  no  enemy 
appeared,  although  expected  at  every  wall  and  corner,  and  the  injunction  of  the 
brigade  commander  to  husband  our  ammunition  for  real  battle  work  was  ever 
present  to  the  minds  ot  all.  Where  the  enemy  had  located  himself  we  did  not 
know,  but  we  did  know  that  with  our  ammunition  supply  precisely  as  it  was 
when  we  started  from  the  trenches  we  looked  forward  upon  the  last  stronghold 
of  the  enemy  within  easy  reach  of  our  rifles.  We  were  in  good  condition  to  try 
conclusions  with  him. 

A  slight  halt  was  now  made  to  form  the  battalion.  This  was  deemed  necessary, 
because  the  men  had  made  a  most  exhausting  march.    They  needed  a  breathing 
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spell  and  that  reassurance  to  their  nerves  that  a  precise  and  orderly  formation 
imparts.  The  same  order  of  advance  before  observed  was  now  taken  up.  Fol- 
lowing down  the  Calle  Nueva,  crossing  the  Calle  des  Luis,  the  battalion  debouched 
on  the  Campo  de  Bogumbayan,  fully  expecting  and  prepared  to  meet  the  enemy 
at  close  quarters,  when  the  white  flag  was  seen  floating  from  their  works.  Con- 
tinuing its  march,  the  battalion,  in  column  of  fours,  moved  down  the  Calzada  de 
Vidal,  receiving  as  it  marched  instructions  from  the  brigade  commander  to  halt 
at  the  next  street,  which  proved  to  be  the  Calle  de  Nozaleda,  where,  soon  after,  the 
brigade  commander  overtook  the  battalion. 

A  most  remarkable  contest  took  place  just  as  the  battalion  arrived  at  the  Calle 
de  Nozaleda.  At  this  place  and  instant  a  large  body  of  Spanish  troops  were  pass- 
ing into  the  walled  town  with  a  view  to  surrendering.  While  so  doing  they  were 
furiously  attacked  by  insurgents  coming  down  the  Calle  de  Nozaleda.  The  Span- 
ish troops  returned  this  fire,  as  did  also  the  national  troops  (believed  to  have  been 
the  First  California),  and  this  return  fire;  was  joined  in  by  Spanish  troops  from 
the  walls  of  the  fortress.  For  the  instant  the  situation  was  incomprehensible, 
and  thought  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  the  first  to  occupy  the 
mind.  Still  no  bullets  came  among  our  ranks,  and  consequently  the  battalion  did 
not  join  in  the  firing.  The  preliminary  steps  for  a  position  of  defense  were  taken, 
however,  when,  coming  into  the  Calle  de  Nozaleda,  the  cuase  of  all  the  trouble  was 
seen  in  the  attacking  insurgents,  who  now  ceased  firing  and  marched  away.  I 
trust  it  vyill  not  be  considered  presumptuous  to  call  attention  to  the  situation  here 
presented.  The  insurgents,  owing  to  their  superior  knowledge  of  Malate  and  aid. 
of  their  friends  there,  sought  to  enter  the  walled  city  of  Manila,  the  citadel  of 
Spanish  power,  after  the  enemy  vacated  their  lines  and  before  the  United  States 
troops  could  arrive  at  the  Puente  to  prevent  it.  In  this  they  nearly  succeeded.  As 
the  scene  presented  itself,  upon  arrival  of  my  battalion  at  the  Calle  de  Nozaleda, 
the  retreating  Spanish  troops  were  incapable  of  making  any  strenuous  defense, 
and,  consequently,  the  only  real  opposition  to  the  insurgent  advance,  and  the  real 
and  only  cause  of  their  plans  being  defeated  at  this  juncture,  lay  in  the  presence 
at  the  Puente  of  the  national  troops  (believed  to  belong  to  the  First  California) , 
formed  on  the  east,  and  my  battalion  formed  on  the  west  of  the  entrance,  thus 
effectually  barring  passage  to  hostile  forces.  How  much  importance,  if  any, 
should  be  attached  to  this  defeating  the  insurgent  hopes  is  not  known.  It  is  sim- 
ply intended  here  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  they  were  defeated  and  how  it 
was  done. 

Soon  after  this  the  battalion,  under  instructions  from  the  brigade  commander, 
moved  down  Calle  de  Nozaleda  to  prevent  crossing  of  armed  parties  over  the 
bridge  at  Estero  de  las  Damas.  Proceeding  to  accomplish  this,  a  party  of  insur- 
gents, numbering  perhaps  100,  regularly  organized  and  commanded,  was  encoun- 
tered at  the  junction  of  three  streets — Calle  de  Nozaleda,  Calle  de  San  Marcelino, 
and  Calle  de  Padre  Faura.  I  did  not  feel  justified  in  leaving  this  ugly-looking 
command  behind,  and  so  formed  line,  blocking  their  way  into  the  city,  and  sending 
First  Sergeant  O'Connor,  of  G  Battery,  to  the  Plaza  de  San  Marcelino  to  head  off 
attack  on  our  rear  and  left.  While  in  this  position  many  shots  were  fired  at  the 
battalion  from  the  left  and  rear,  but  in  all  cases  from  concealment,  and  it  is  not 
known  whether  they  were  fired  by  ^anish  troops  or  insurgents,  or  whether  it 
was  an  irregular  fire  on  the  part  of  irresponsible  persons.  Meantinft  I  was 
informed  that  the  bridge  I  was  originally  sent  to  guard  was  occupied  by  a  party 
of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry,  of  the  First  Brigade.  Proceeding  thither,  I  found 
that  this  was  true,  and,  meeting  General  McArthur  there,  explained  the  situation 
to  him,  and  at  his  request  assisted  to  post  the  troops  of  his  command  on  the  Calle 
de  Nozaleda  and  at  the  Plaza  de  San  Marcelino.  While  doing  this  our  troops 
were  again  fired  upon  in  the  irregular  manner  before  mentioned;  but  as  the  gen- 
eral was  present  he  assumed  control  of  affairs  and  made  all  dispositions.  Hav- 
ing accomplished  this,  the  battalion,  in  obedience  to  his  insti'uctions,  was  reported 
to  the  brigade  commander  at  his  headquarters  in  North  Manila,  and  was  placed 
on  guard  tor  the  night  over  two  bridges  spanning  the  Estero  de  San  Jacinto.  This 
ended  the  operations  of  the  battalion  on  the  13th  instant.  Only  one  shot  had 
been  fired  during  the  day,  and  that  in  disregard  of  orders,  and  there  were  no  cas- 
ualties. 

The  fatigues  of  the  day  were  excessive,  but  the  troops  rose  to  the  occasion.  They 
did  their  duty,  as  they  always  do  when  put  to  the  test.  From  first  to  last  the 
orders  of  the  general  commanding  the  brigade,  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  day, 
were  strictly  observed.  This  gave  form  and  consistency  to  all  movements.  The 
troops  gave  evidence  of  want  of  familiarity  with  the  trying  demands  of  the  battle- 
field; but  when  it  is  recalled  that  three-fourths  of  them  were  recruits  who  since 
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enlistment  have  been  particularly  unfavorably  situated,  upon  the  whole,  for  dis- 
cipline to  work  its  salutary  effects,  it  fails  to  be  matter  of  surprise  that  they  did 
not  exhibit  that  steadiness  characteristic  of  veterans.  They,  however,  gave  unmis- 
takable proof  that  under  proper  discipline  and  leadership  they  will  fully  meet  the 
severest  demands  that  may  be  made  upon  their  constancy  and  valor. 

In  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  W.  S.  Overton,  Third  Artillery,  who  commanded  and 
led  the  skirmish  line,  the  men  had  presented  an  example  of  courage  above  all 
praise.  He  did  not  succeed  in  unearthing  any  enemies,  but  he  fully  probed  every 
place  where  it  was  supposed  they  might  be  found.  In  command  of  the  reserves, 
Capt.  Benjamin  H.  Randolph  maintained  his  position  where  his  troops  would  have 
been  of  most  service  had  demand  been  made  upon  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Birkhimee, 
Captain,  Third  Artillery,  Commanding  Battalion. 


Headquarters  First  Battalion,  Third  Artillery, 

Cuartel  de  Meisig,  August,  1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  services  of  this  battalion  of  the  Third  United 
States  Artillery  in  engagements  before  Manila  from  July  31,  1898,  until  August 
13, 1898,  when  the  city  was  taken.  The  reports  of  Captains  Hobbs  and  Krayen- 
buhl  and  of  Second  Lieutenant  England,  who  was  in  command  of  Battery  K, 
Third  Artillery,  after  Captain  Hobbs's  wound  rendered  him  unable  to  command, 
are  attached.  As  each  of  these  officers  had  a  command  of  nearly  200  men  on 
different  occasions,  their  reports  were  called  for,  and  they  give  in  detail  the 
movements  of  this  command.  The  battalion  was  first  in  action  on  the  night  of 
July  31-August  1, 1898.  Battery  H  of  the  artillery  was  on  that  day  the  support 
of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  About  11.30  p.  m.  the  firing  broke  out 
along  the  line  of  trenches,  and  continued  in  such  a  savage  and  persistent  manner 
that  I  felt  sure  the  troops  engaged  would  soon  be  out  of  ammunition.  Captain 
Hobbs,  who  was  officer  of  the  day,  had  the  assembly  sounded,  and  the  command 
formed  quietly  on  the  north  side  of  the  camp. 

When  I  reached  the  Calle  Real,  a  road  which  was  known  to  lead  to  the  line  of 
intrenchments  held  by  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania,  a  soldier  of  that  regiment,  who 
said  he  was  a  messenger  from  Major  Cuthbertson  to  General  Greene  calling  for 
assistance,  as  his  command  were  nearly  out  of  ammunition  and  under  a  desperate 
assault  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards.  Musician  Monroe,  of  Battery  K,  who  accom- 
panied me,  was  told  to  sound  "  forward,"  and  Captain  Hobbs,  who  seems  to  have 
anticipated  this  movement,  joined  me  with  his  battery  and  some  five  men  of 
Battery  H,  who  had  just  returned  from  the  Newport.  The  men  were  soon  under 
fire  from  long-range  Mausers  and  occasional  shell  or  shrapnel.  Captain  Hobbs 
fell  before  we  reached  the  crossroads  at  Pasay.  He  called  out,  "I  am  shot  in 
the  leg.  Go  on,  men."  In  less  than  a  minute  he  was  up  again  and  joined  me, 
saying  "  It  must  have  been  a  spent  ball."  When  we  reached  the  Calle  Real,  we 
found  the  part  of  Battery  H  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Kessler.  The  wounded 
men  left  by  Captain  Krayenbuhl  were  there  by  the  roadside.  It  was  somewhat 
difficult  to  get  the  men  to  leave  cover  and  advance.  About  this  time  we  heard  a 
great  cheer  to  the  front,  followed  by  volleys  from  the  Krag-Jorgensens.  I  knew 
that  Krayenbuhl  had  reached  the  line  of  battle.  On  our  arrival  I  met  Major 
Cuthbertson,  and  our  men  were  placed  in  line.  Captain  Hobbs  took  at  first  part  of 
the  line  held'by  Captain  Krayenbulil,  but  was  afterwards  posted  to  the  left  of  the 
monastery— to  the  guns  of  the  Utah  battery— Captain  Krayenbuhl  holding  with 
Battery  H  the  right  of  the  line.  Lieutenant  Franklin,  of  the  Twenty-third 
Infantry  arrived  with  some  men  of  K  and  H  batteries  who  had  straggled  on  the 
wav  The  report  of  the  captain  covers  the  other  days.  On  the  13th  the  two 
battalions  of  the  Third  Artillery  advanced  in  the  most  soldierly  manner,  the  First 
Battalion  on  the  right  of  the  line  not  firing  a  shot  until  they  reached  the  trenches 
of  the  Spaniards. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

'^  James  O'Hara, 

Captain,  Third  Artillery. 
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CUAKTEL  DE  MEISIG, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  $1,  1898. 
Commanding  Officer, 

First  Battalion  (H  and  K) ,  Third  Artillery. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reader  report,  as  follows,  of  the  part  taken  by  Battery 
K,  Third  Artillery,  under  my  command,  in  the  engagement  before  Manila  on  the 
night  of  July  31  and  August  13, 1898: 

On  the  night  in  question  Battery  K  was  alone  in  camp.  Battery  H  being  on 
outpost  duty.  Details  had  been  made  from  Battery  K  for  headquarters  guard, 
camp  guard,  and  a  signal  detail.  These  details,  with  the  sick,  reduced  the  num- 
ber of  men  available  for  duty  from  189  to  about  146. 

I  was  officer  of  the  day,  and  had  just  retired  to  my  tent  (at  about  midnight), 
when  heavy  firing  opened  at  the  front.  This  becoming  sustamed  and  continuous, 
Major  O'Hara,  commanding  the  battalion,  turned  out,  and  after  a  brief  consulta- 
tion with  me  he  ordered  the  assembly  to  be  sounded.  The  battery  was  then 
formed  as  quickly  as  possible,  and,  without  waiting  for  orders,  it  was  moved  out, 
preceded  some  distance  in  advance  by  the  battalion  commander,  accompanied  by 
a  bugler. 

Moving  by  the  Calle  Real,  when  the  battery  reached  about  the  location  of  the 
Pasay  crossroad  the  battery  found  itself  under  a  severe  fire  of  Mauser  buUets, 
which,  while  falling  thickly,  were  probably  fired  from  a  distant  point,  at  long 
range. 

A  equad,  under  command  of  Corpl.  Martin  O'SuUivan,  was  sent  ahead  as  an 
advanced  guard,  and  it  moved  forward  promptly  and  courageously.  The  battery 
then  continued  to  press  forward,  in  open  column  of  files,  the  ranks  opening  out 
to  either  side  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  worst  part  of  the  road,  which  was 
in  a  badly  mired  condition,  and  also  to  reduce  the  danger  from  the  enemy's  fire. 

At  this  point  the  battalion  commander  and  myself  were  together  and  leading 
the  column.  At  the  Pasay  crossroad  also  a  reserve  of  Battery  H,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Kessler,  met  our  column,  and,  as  I  learned  later,  cut  it  in  two,  fol- 
lowing in  rear  of  the  leading  part  of  Battery  K.  By  some  misunderstanding  the 
rear  part  of  the  battery  was  halted  on  the  road  and  took  shelter  by  the  roadside, 
under  the  impression  that  orders  had  been  given  for  them  to  remain  where  they 
were.  On  this  occasion,  in  particular,  I  experienced  the  disadvantage  of  having 
no  officer  to  assist  me  in  the  management  of  the  battery.  Later,  and  within  a 
brief  period,  the  rear  portion  of  the  battery  came  to  the  front,  conducted  by 
Lieutenant  Franklin  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry. 

On  reaching  the  advanced  trenches  on  the  Calle  Real  the  battery  was  extended 
to  the  left  along  the  line  as  far  as  "  The  Convent,"  but  finding  that  part  of  Bat- 
tery H  was  occupying  this  part  of  the  line,  together  with  a  part  of  the  Tenth 
Pennsylvania  Infantiy,  and  that  we  were  needed  farther  to  the  left,  I  moved  my 
command  to  the  left  of  "  The  Convent,"  extending  nearly  to  the  two  guns  of  the 
Utah  batteries  near  the  left  of  the  line.  We  found  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry  occupying  the  line,-with  ammunition  nearly  exhausted.  The  firing  from 
the  Spanish  lines  was  severe,  but  intermittent,  and  on  occupying  the  trenches 
Battery  K  opened  fire.  This  fire  was  under  good  control,  mostly  with  counted 
volleys,  and  proved  to  be  excellent  training  for  the  men. 

The  enemy's  buUets,  for  the  most  part,  were  striking  the  ground  a  short  dis- 
tance in  front  of  our  line  with  a  sharp  sound  resembling  the  crack  of  a  rifie,  giv- 
ing us  the  impression  that  the  enemy  was  within  300  or  300  yards  of  our  front, 
whereas,  as  I  soon  became  conviaced,  he  was  probably  not  at  any  time,  while  we 
were  on  the  line,  outside  of  his  own  trenches.  The  firing  continued  on  both  sides 
for  perhaps  an  hour  and  then  ceased. 

The  battery,  with  the  other  troops,  remained  in  the  trenches  all  night,  sub- 
jected to  heavy  downpours  of  rain  and  standing  in  mud  and  water  more  than 
ankle  deep.  The  discomfort  was  great,  and  it  was  difficult  to  make  exertion 
enough  to  keep  from  becoming  thoroughly  chilled.  As  the  morning  advanced 
and  the  day  grew  warmer  these  conditions  improved,  and  we  were  finally  relieved 
at  about  9.30  a.  m.  The  battery  was  then  marched  into  camp;  the  roll  was  called 
(this  being  impracticable  at  an  earlier  time) ,  and  all  the  men  were  accounted  for. 

I  was  wounded  through  the  left  leg  by  a  Mauser  bullet  during  the  advance  on 
the  Calle  Real,  but  was  able  to  continue  on  duty  with  the  battery  until  it  was 
relieved  from  the  line,  as  stated  above.  At  the  same  time  and  place  Private  Ell 
Dawson  was  shot  through  the  head  and  killed.  Private  Robert  L.  Officer  received 
a  gunshot  wound  in  the  shoulder  while  firing  from  the  trenches.  This  was  the 
extent  of  the  casualties  in  Batterjr  K,  Third  Artillery,  on  this  occasion. 

About  5,000  rounds  of  ammunition  were  expended  by  the  battery  in  the  engage- 
ment. 
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The  enlisted  men  of  the  battery,  as  a  body,  deserve  commendation  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  they  have  faced  the  dangers,  hardships,  and  priva- 
tions of  battle  and  service  in  the  field  under  peculiarly  trying  circumstances. 

I  desire  to  mention,  with  special  commendation,  Sergt.  Frederick  C.  Fisher, 
who  has  on  all  occasions  exhibited  courage,  intelligence,  efldciency,  and  zeal  in  a 
most  conspicuous  manner.  He  has  been  notably  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  all 
his  duties,  and  his  services  have  been  particularly  valuable  in  reconnoissance, 
scouting  duty,  and  as  an  interpreter.  His  soldierly  bearing  and  instincts  are 
remarkable,  when  it  is  considered  that  he  has  been  in  service  only  since  June  13 
last.  He  has  been  appointed  a  sergeant,  to  date  from  August  1,  1898,  by  battery 
order,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  regimental  conunander. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing.  Sergeant  Fisher's  evident  culture  and  educa- 
tional attainments  render  him  well  qualified  for  the  position  of  a  commissioned 
officer,  and  I  would  respectfully  name  him  as  a  deserving  candidate  for  appoint- 
ment as  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  Ai-my. 
Very  respectfully, 

Charles  "W.  Hobbs, 
Captain,  Third  Artillery,  Commanding  Battery  K,  Third  Artillery. 


CUAETEL  DE  MEISIG, 

Manila,  August  20, 1898. 
The  Adjutant,  First  Battalion,  Third  Artillery,  Manila. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  concerning  the  part  which  Battery  H,  Third  Artillery,  took  in  the  engage- 
ments of  July  31-August  1,  August  3  and  4,  August  6  and  7,  and  August  13, 1898: 

On  the  night  of  July  31  Battery  H  was  the  reserve  to  the  outpost,  posted,  head- 
quarters and  87  men  at  crossroad,  from  Pasay  vnth  Calle  Eeal.  Lieut.  P.  M. 
Kessler  with  87  men  in  the  village  of  Pasay,  with  such  connecting  posts  as  were 
found  necessary.  About  11.30  p.  m.  a  heavy  fire  opened  suddenly.  This  fire 
was  very  severe  at  crossroad  and  wormded  3  men,  1  seriously,  before  the  first 
ten  minutes  had  passed.  Kot  receiving  any  orders,  the  firing  increasing  in  inten- 
sity, and  learniag  from  3  men  running  from  the  front  that  the  Tenth  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  trenches  was  out  of  ammunition  and  being  surrounded,  I  ordered  the 
men  under  my  command  to  move  up  to  reinforce  the  line,  first  sending  orders 
to  Lieutenant  Kessler  to  bring  his  command  up  to  the  crossroad  and  await 
further  instructions.  Taking  the  lead  I  moved  the  men  on  the  run  in  open  column 
of  files  along  the  left-hand  side  of  road,  as  it  afforded  the  best  protection.  Although 
passing  through  a  heavy  fire  for  about  700  paces,  no  losses  occurred,  and  the  men 
arrived  on  the  line  in  good  order.  Position  was  at  once  taken  from  Monastery 
across  Calle  Real  and  a  small  detachment  placed  in  bamboo  thicket  to  right  of 
CaUe  Eeal  to  protect  right  flank.  Seeing  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  trenches 
I  at  once  sent  orders  back  to  Lieutenant  Kessler  to  hurry  up  with  the  remainder 
of  battery.  Fire  was  opened  by  volley,  but  soon  finding  no  enemy  in  sight  orders 
were  given  not  to  fire  unless  something  to  fire  at  was  seen.  This  order  was  car^ 
ried  out  in  my  vicinity,  but  I  found  considerable  difficulty  in  controlling  it  away 
from  me,  owing  to  commands  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania, 
until  objection  to  this  was  made  by  me.  As  soon  as  possible  after  disposition  I 
reported  to  commander  of  outpost  that  reserve  had  .been  moved  out  vnthout 
orders  and  of  the  disposition  I  had  made  of  command.  The  remainder  of  battery 
under  Lieutenant  Kessler  and  also  the  details  that  had  remained  in  camp  came 
up  after  fifteen  minutes  or  so  with  Battery  K,  commanded  by  Captain  Hobbs  and 
Major  O'Hara,  commanding  battalion.  The  battery  retained  its  position,  with 
the  exception  of  men  in  bamboo  thicket,  until  relieved  by  fresh  troops,  about  9.30 
a.  m.,  Augfust  1.  The  men  in  thicket  were  relieved  about  1  a.  m.  by  First  Cali- 
fornia troops. 

I  wish  to  call  special  attention  to  the  steadiness  displayed  by  the  noncommis- 
sioned officers  and  men  of  the  battery.  In  the  space  of  twenty  minutes  the 
command  had  been  aroused  from  sleep,  before  moving  out  had  had  3  men  wounded, 
moved  from  cover  in  the  dark,  in  the  face  of  heavy  fire,  passed  through  it  over 
unknown  ground  to  the  trenches,  manned  them  intelligently,  and  in  a  manner 
capable  of  repelling  any  possible  attack. 

I^vate  Charles  Winfield  was  shot  through  neck  at  crossroads,  and  died  two  days 
later.  Private  PMUp  Sauer  was  shot  through  leg,  and  after  having  it  bandaged 
went  alone  to  the  front  and  remained  there  until  close  of  action.  Private  John 
Mcllrath  was  shot  through  head  while  directing  the  fire  of  a  detachment  between 
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Utah  guns;  he  died  from  the  effect  of  his  injury  next  day.  Private  Henry 
Stockflith  was  shot  through  back  while  in  bamboo  thicket,  but  remained  at  his 
post  until  close  of  action.  This  concludes  the  list  of  casualties  of  Battery  H  upon 
this  occasion.     The  battery  fired  about  3,000  rounds  of  ammunition. 

On  the  night  of  August  3,  Battery  H  was  on  outpost  duty  in  the  trenches 
extending  from  open  field  to  right  of  Calle  Real  to  road  next  to  and  parallel  to 
Pasay  road,  with  outposts  on  two  roads  about  500  yards  from  Spanish  trenches. 
This  night  orders  were  given  not  to  fire  a  shot  until  enemy  could  be  seen  advancing. 
No  shots  were  fired  by  battery,  and  battery  was  relieved  about  9  a.  m.  August  4. 

On  the  night  of  August  6,  Battery  H,  with  no  other  officer  and  168  men,  were 
on  outpost  duty,  occupying  the  same  line  as  on  August  3.  During  the  day 
trenches  had  been  improved  and  made  nearly  continuous — sand  bags  being  used. 
About  10  p.  m.  a  heavy  firing  occurred,  the  first  shots  striking  about  200  yards  in 
front  of  our  line.  Men  on  the  line  to  the  left  of  the  battery's  position  opened  flie; 
and  some  of  the  detachments,  under  noncommissioned  ofittcers,  on  the  left  of  my 
position  opened  fire  and  continued  to  fire  until  I  could  reach  them  in  person.  Fire 
was  stopped  on  our  line  within  half  an  hour,  but  continued  for  about  half  an 
hour  longer  by  the  enemy.  The  fire  was  quite  severe  over  trenches,  but  men  kept 
covered  and  no  casualties  occurred.  Battery  expended  about  2,500  rounds  of 
ammunition,  all  of  this  being  expended  by  the  detached  posts.  Private  Benson 
accidentally  shot  himself  during  the  day  of  August  6;  not  seriously  injured. 

On  the  morning  of  August  13,  Battery  H  with  Battery  K  occupied  the  right  half 
of  the  line  occupied  by  Battery  H  on  August  6.  The  battery  took  position  at  8 
a.  m.  and  assisted  Battery  K  in  building  protection  sufficient  for  both  batteries; 
it  also  assisted  in  cutting  roads  and  improving  bridges  to  front.  Bombardment 
opened  at  about  9.40,  and  upon  its  conclusion,  upon  orders  from  Major  O'Hara, 
Third  Artillery,  battery  moved  to  the  front.  Battery  was  divided  into  four 
platoons  and  moved  in  column  of  files  up  to  cane  field  about  300  yards  in  front  of 
Spanish  lines.  Here  lines  of  skirmishers  were  formed,  magazines  filled,  pieces 
loaded  and  locked,  bayonets  fixed,  and  an  advance  ordered.  The  first  platoon 
moved  forward  under  Lieutenant  Kessler ,  and  without  any  loss  reached  the  Spanish 
trenches,  reenforced  by  the  other  three  platoons  in  succession.  Seeing  no  enemy 
in  si^ht,  the  battery  remained  at  trenches  until  the  battalion  commander  came  up. 
Receiving  orders  to  advance,  battery  crossed  trenches  in  column,  opened  order  in 
fields  beyond,  and  pushed  on  to  the  city.  Upon  reaching  the  Pasay  road,  column 
was  again  formed  and  battery  marched  into  city,  and  halted  at  bridge  near  walled 
city  at  about  2  p.  m.  The  battery  was  but  once  subjected  to  heavy  fire,  which 
occurred  while  coming  down  road  next  to  Calle  Real.  This  was  a  long-range  fire, 
and  after  remaining  under  cover  for  about  ten  minutes,  battery  continued  as 
above. 

About  3  p.  m.,  upon  orders  from  General  Greene,  brigade  commander,  battery 
was  formed  and  escorted  him  in  city  and  was  posted  as  guard  over  Insular  cigar 
factory,  Hotel  de  Oriente,  and  bridge  north  of  hotel.  The  morning  of  August  14, 
battery  moved  in  barracks  at  Cuartel  de  Meisic  and,  with  Battery  K,  guarded  the 
line  from  bay  to  Esterro  de  Meisic  along  Paseo  de  Azcarraga  and  Calle  Nueva. 
It  has  remained  on  this  duty  to  the  present  time. 

I  would  like  to  call  special  attention  to  the  services  of  the  following  men:  First 
Sergt.  Calvin  H.  Hill  and  Sergt.  Richard  L.  Williams  have  displayed  great  energy 
in  looking  for  the  welfare  of  the  men,  and  have  shown  good  judgment  and  exer- 
cised good  control  of  men,  being  detached  on  several  occasions  in  command  of  one- 
half  of  the  battery,  about  85  men,  and  have  always  on  all  occasions  conducted 
themselves  in  a  soldierly  manner  and  strictly  carried  out  orders  given. 

Sergeants  Bell,  Walker,  Hinton,  and  Carr  have  at  all  times  displayed  courage 
and  good  judgment  and  acquitted  themselves  with  credit,  having  under  their 
respective  commands  about  40  men. 

Musician  Lord  Neal  carried  messages  under  heavy  fire  and  acted  as  a  guide  for 
the  rest  of  battalion  on  the  night  of  July  31  vsdth  great  coolness  and  accuracy. 

All  of  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  men  of  the  command  displayed  steadi- 
ness under  all  the  trying  conditions  of  night  firing  and  the  discomforts  of  trench 
duty  during  the  inclement  weather.  The  men  obeyed  all  orders  willingly  and 
cheerfully  and  endured  all  hardships,  part  of  time  on  reduced  rations,  without  a 
murmur. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  Krayenbuhl, 
lAeutenant,  Third  Artillery,  Commanding  Battery  H. 
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Manila,  P.  I. ,  August  20, 189S. 
The  Adjutant, 

First  Battalion,  Third  Artillery. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  duty  performed  by  Bat- 
tery K,  Third  Artillery,  from  August  2,  1898,  to  August  15,  1898,  inclusive. 

On  August  3,  1898,  the  battery  was  assigned  to  the  extreme  right  of  line.  The 
trenches  and  outposts  occupied  by  Battery  K  are  indicated  on  the  map  attached 
hereto.  The  night  passed  without  any  fii'ing  on  our  side  and  none  to  amount  to 
anything  by  the  enemy.    We  were  relieved  on  the  morning  of  the  4th. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1898,  the  battery  was  assigned  to  the  i)art  of  the  trenches 
from  the  convent  extending  to  the  right  of  Calle  Real,  occupying  also  the  part  of 
the  line  slightly  in  advance  and  to  the  right  of  oiir  first  continuous  parapet.  The 
portion  marked  in  black  ink  is  the  part  of  the  line  occupied  by  Battery  K. 

At  about  10  p.  m.  on  the  6th  the  part  of  the  battery  on  the  right  opened  fire  on 
what  the  noncommissioned  officer  in  coinmand  judged  to  be  the  enemy  advancing. 
His  instructions  had  been  to  fire  only  when  there  was  an  evident  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  advance  on  our  works. 

The  continued  firing  of  this  part  of  the  battery,  together  with  that  on  the  right 
of  the  battery,  brought  the  fire  of  the  Spaniards.  This  firing  awoke  the  men  on 
the  left  of  the  battery.  Thinking  there  was  a  general  engagement,  a  good  many 
jumped  up  to  the  parapet  and  fired  without  command  before  I  could  secure  con- 
trol of  them. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  firing  a  shot  that  night. 

In  all  2,340  rounds  were  fired  by  the  battery,  2,000  being  fired  by  the  detached 
posts  at  the  right. 

During  the  day  our  parapet  had  been  strengthened  in  its  weak  places  all  along 
our  front.  The  stone  at  the  top  of  the  parapet  and  the  long  pieces  of  timbers 
were  removed,  being  replaced  by  sand  bags  until  the  parapet  offered  a  perfect 
protection.    The  battery  was  relieved  at  10  o'clock  on  the  7th. 

On  the  13th  of  August  Battery  K,  with  Battery  H,  was  assigned  to  the  right  of 
the  Second  Brigade.  As  there  was  not  sufQcient  cover  for  the  batteries  on  the  line 
assigned  to  them,  a  second  line  was  thrown  up  in  rear.  An  excellent  cover  was 
secured  by  the  united  work  of  the  two  batteries. 

One  platoon  of  K  Battery,  under  command  of  its  sergeant,  was  placed  on  the 
left  of  H  Battery  and  on  the  first  line.  The  rest  of  the  battery  occupied  the  rear 
line  under  my  command. 

After  the  bombardment  ceased.  Major  O'Hara  having  received  orders  to  advance, 
directed  that  H  Battery  move  forward  first,  and  that  three  platoons  under  my 
command  should  be  the  support  following  closely  upon  H  Battery,  and  that  one 
of  my  plattons  should  be  left  in  the  trenches. 

Battery  H  having  left  the  trenches,  my  first  platoon  moved  out,  forming  line 
of  skirmishers  when  they  reached  the  sugar-cane  field  indicated  on  map.  The 
advance  of  this  platoon  in  line  of  skirmishers  continued  until  they  reached  the 
enemy's  trenches,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  second  and  third  platoons,  who 
had  also  advanced  in  line  of  skirmishers. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  Battery  K  was  assigned  to  the  guarding  of  the  bridge 
at  the  north  of  Hotel  Oriente.  They  also  sent  out  patrols  each  hour  during  the 
night  for  the  protection  of  property. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  Batteries  H  and  K,  under  command  of  Major  O'Hara, 
took  quarters  at  Cuartel  Meisic.  A  line  of  sentinels  was  established  by  these  two 
batteries  extending  from  the  bay  to  the  Estero  de  Meisic  along  the  Paseo  de  Azcar- 
raga  and  Calle  Nueva. 

During  the  time  that  the  battery  was  in  the  trenches  under  my  command  its 
conduct  was  excellent.  The  noncommissioned  offlcers  were  particularly  efficient, 
showing  only  in  a  few  cases  that  they  were  not  equal  to  the  responsibility  that 
fell  upon  them,  due  to  the  fact  that  there  was  only  one  officer  with  the  battery. 

The  three  platoons  having  reached  the  trenches,  I  reported  to  Major  O'Hara  for 
further  orders.  He  directed  that  the  battery  assemble  and  follow  in  column  of 
fours  in  rear  of  H  Battery.  The  column  cleared  the  trenches,  marched  toward 
the  bay  until  they  reached  the  street  to  the  right  of  Calle  Eeal;  they  marched  up 
this  street  until  we  reached  the  walled  city. 

During  this  time  the  enemy  was  not  in  sight.  In  marching  into  the  city  we 
came  under  fire  from  the  right.  I  sent  out  a  flanking  party  to  discover  the  origin 
of  the  fire,  but  they  were  unable  to  do  so.  It  was  evidently  from  a  long  distance. 
The  battery  was  halted  numerous  times  and  put  under  cover  when  the  fire  became 
heavy. 

No  shots  were  fired  by  the  battery  during  its  whole  advance. 
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I  desire  to  mention  tlie  following: 

First  Sergeant  Graoliette,  in  his  care  in  loolring  out  for  the  details  for  the  com- 
fort, safety,  and  protection  of  the  men  and  in  Ms  carrying  ont  the  instructions 
given  Mm,  showed  the  aMlity  that  he  had  gained  by  long  service. 

Sergeants  Gaughron,  Harper,  Cheatham,  and  Sullivan,  who  were  in  command 
of  platoons  averaging  over  40  men,  had  perfect  control  of  them. 

I  desire  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  efflcient  services  rendered  by  Sergeant 
Fisher  during  the  whole  time  I  was  in  command  of  the  battery.  On  August  3, 
from  Ms  knowledge  of  the  SpaMsh  language,  I  selected  Mm  to  take  charge  of  a 
small  party  to  reconnoiter  the  ground  at  our  front  and  on  my  right.  The  choice 
was  a  lucky  one.  He  performed  the  duty  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  bringing  back 
a  map  of  all  the  country  over  which  the  battery  was  likely  to  move.  On  the  6th  I 
continued  Mm  on  the  same  kind  of  duty.  On  the  13th,  after  having  learned  the  posi- 
tion to  be  occupied  by  the  Third  Artillery  on  the  13th,  I  sent  Sergeant  Fisher  out  with 
a  party  of  5  men — Sergeant  Berlin,  Coi-poral  Fisher,  Corporal  McMeeHn,  and  Pri- 
vate Quanby — to  "map  as  much  of  the  country  in  front  as  possible."  The  party 
returned  with  a  correct  map  of  practically  all  of  the  front  up  to  the  enemy's 
trenches.  They  had  gone  up  as  far  as  the  clear  space  (150  yards  in  extent)  inmie- 
diately  in  front  of  the  trenches  of  the  enemy.  TMs  map  contained  aU  the  paths, 
thickets,  and  ditches  on  our  front.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  Sergeant  Fisher, 
in  charge  of  a  worMng  party,  cut  roads  to  the  front  and  built  bridges  across  the 
worst  ditches,  so  that  our  advance  was  not  broken  up,  as  it  would  have  been 
otherwise. 

His  ability  at  reconnoissance,  his  readiness  to  volunteer  for  duty,  and  Ms  sol- 
dierly bearing  and  conduct  deserve  special  recognition. 
Very  respectfully, 

Lloyd  England, 
Second  lAeuienant,  Third  Artillery, 
Commanding  Battery  K,  Third  Artillery,  from,  August  S  to  IS,  1898. 


La  Insulae  Building,  Manila,  August  18, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  General, 

Second  Brigade,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  United  atates  Army. 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  on  the  13th  of  August, 
1898,  of  my  command,  consisting  of  a  separate  light  battery,  instituted  by  Special 
Order  No.  5,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  current  series.    Early  in  the 
morning,  while  at  Camp  Dewey,  I  received  the  following  order: 

"  Lieutenant  Haan. 

"  The  HotchMss  guns  under  your  command  vnll  remain  with  the  reserve,  but 
ready  to  move  quickly  into  Manila  if  ordered. 

"  F.  V.  Greene,  Brigadier-Ceneral. 

"August  13." 

About  10.30  a.  m.,  after  the  navy  had  ceased  firing,  I  was  ordered  forward  on 
the  Calle  road.  I  proceeded  with  the  column  of  infantry,  being  accompanied  by 
one  company  of  the  First  Nebraska  Volunteers.  I  crossed  our  trenches  with 
some  difficulty,  but  with  scarcely  any  delay,  continuing  on  the  same  road.  When 
about  halfway  between  our  trenches  and  those  of  the  Spaniards  we  were  fired 
upon — I  tMnk  from  some  houses  in  the  town.  I  unHmbered  and  ran  two  pieces 
by  hand  to  the  front  till  we  got  to  the  Spanish  trenches,  where  part  of  the  First 
Colorado  (I  was  told  it  was  the  First  Colorado)  was  fixing  volleys.  I  secured  a 
place  for  my  pieces  at  the  trenches  and  prepared  to  open  fire,  but  saw  notMng  to 
fii'e  at.  The  scattering  shots  that  now  struck  around  us  seemed  to  come  from  long 
range,  since  they  struck  the  water  near  the  intrenchments  after  passing  over 
them.  I  reported  my  battery  near  the  old  fort  on  the  Spanish  lines  to  Gfeneral 
Anderson,  who  directed  the  company  of  engineers  to  assist  me  over  the  Spanish 
intrenchments,  which  I  crossed  without  much  difiiculty.  Then  I  crossed  the 
stone  bridge  across  a  small  river  and  proceeded  with  the  infantry,  reporting  to 
General  Greene  at  the  first  bridge  that  crosses  the  moat  into  the  walled  port  of 
Manila.  Here  I  received  orders  to  follow  the  First  Nebraska  Regiment,  which  I 
did  until  I  reached  La  Plaza  Binondo,  where  I  was  directed  to  await  further 
orders.  At  about  5.45  p.  m.  I  was  assigned  quarters  in  "La  Insular "  tobacco 
factory,  where  I  have  been  ever  since.'    1  did  not  open  fire,  and  had  no  casualties, 
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although  my  command  was  twice  under  considerable  Are — first  between  the 
trenches  ah-eady  mentioned,  and  second,  in  the  street  leading  to  Manila,  about 
half  a  mile  inside  the  Spanish  Unes. 

W.  G.  Haan, 
First  Ldeutenant,  Third  Artillery, 
Commanding  Hotchkiss  Idght  Battery. 


Company  B,  Eighteenth  Infantry, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  19, 1898. 
The  Adjutant,  Eighteenth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Camp  Dewey,  near  Manila,  with  my 
company,  B,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  July  29, 1898,  and  marched 
to  a  point  west  of  Old  Church,  arriving  there  at  9.30  a.  m.  Halted  the  company 
and  relieved  the  insurgents.  Companies  B  and  G,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  being  the 
first  of  the  American  troops  to  occupy  these  trenches.  I  posted  three  outposts, 
each  consisting  of  noncommissioned  officers  and  9  privates,  who  were  relieved  at 
intervals  of  two  hours. 

During  the  day  and  imtil  13  o'clock  midnight  the  company  remained  in  an 
old  house  by  the  roadside  about  300  yards  in  rear  of  outpost  No.  1.  At  midnight 
the  company  relieved  Company  G,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  and  formed  outposts  in 
front  and  to  the  right  of  thetrenches,  protecting  the  First  Regiment  Colorado  Vol- 
unteers, who  were  digging  trenches  and  remained  there  until  9.30  a.  m.,  July  30, 
1898,  when  the  company  was  relieved  by  First  Regiment  Nebraska  Volunteers,  and 
marched  backto  camp,  arriving  there  at  11.30  a.  m.  same  date.  The  company  was 
repeatedly  fired  upon  while  protecting  the  Nebraska  regiment.  On  August  8, 
1898, 1  left  camp  with  my  company  at  8  a.  m.  and  marched  through  rice  fields  on 
a  line  parallel  with  the  shore  line  of  the  bay  to  a  point  west  or  to  the  left  of  the 
trenches  occupied  by  our  troops.  From  this  point  I  marched  south  on  the  main 
Manila  road  to  a  road  running  east  about  1,000  yards,  then  marched  on  a  road 
running  north  about  75  yards,  then  took  a  road  running  east  about  300  yards, 
where  I  halted  and  made  the  following  dispositions  of  men  of  the  company:  One 
noncommissioned  officer  and  9  men  were  detailed  to  occupy  a  post  about  700 
yards  in  advance  of  position  of  trenches  occupied  by  Company  A,  Eighteenth 
Infantry,  and  about  50  yards  to  the  left  of  a  road  running  north  from  position 
taken  by  Company  A,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  and  1  noncommissioned  officer  and  8 
men  detailed  to  take  position  in  advanced  trench  on  road  mrming  north  from 
Pasay  and  about  700  yards  from  main  trench.  These  dispositions  were  made  to 
relieve  a  company  of  the  First  Regiment  Colorado  Volunteers. 

During  the  afternoon  I  made  an  intrenchment  on  left  side  of  the  Pasay  road 
and  about  350  yards  in  rear  of  advanced  post  on  same  road,  and  detailed  1  non- 
commissioned officer  and  8  men  as  a  support  to  both  advanced  posts,  to  occupy 
this  trench.  At  6  o'clock  I  relieved  the  noncommissioned  officer  and  9  men  with 
1  noncommissioned  officer  and  15  men,  with  orders  to  remain  all  night,  and  in 
case  the  enemy  advanced  beyond  their  flanks  of  trench  occupied  by  them  they 
were  to  retire  and  rejoin  the  company  which  occupied  a  building  on  the  Pasay 
road  and  about  25  yards  in  rear  of  intrenchments  occupied  by  Company  A, 
Eighteenth  Infantry.    The  building  occupied  by  company  was  inlrenched. 

In  addition  to  these  posts,  I  detailed  two  additional  single  sentinels,  one  between 
the  company  and  rice  fields  on  our  right  and  the  other  as  a  connecting  sentinel 
between  advanced  posts  Company  A  and  the  reserve.  To  define  the  position  of 
the  company  more  clearly,  I  occupied  the  extreme  right  of  our  line  and  both  of 
my  advanced  posts  were  in  the  same  trenches  as  insurgents.  Soon  after  the 
heavy  firing  commenced  on  my  left  post  No.  3  rejoined  company  and  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  advanced  beyond  their  left  fiank.  I  sent  them  back  early 
next  morning  and  they  remained  until  relieved  by  a  detail  of  Battery  K,  Third 
Artillery,  at  9.40  a.  m.  The  company  was  relieved  from  outpost  duty  by  Battery 
K,  Third  Artillery,  at  9.45  a.  m.,  August  4, 1898.  There  was  not  a  shot  fired  by 
any  member  of  my  company  during  my  tour  of  twenty-four  hours.  About  9.45 
p.  m.  heavy  firing  commenced  in  our  front  and  left  and  continued  for  about  one 
hour;  many  bullets  passed  over  our  heads  and  struck  embankments.  A  large 
number  of  shells  also  passed  over  us  and  around  us;  one  exploded  about  50  yards 
to  our  left  and  rear. 

On  August  6, 1898,  the  company  left  camp  at  8  a.  m.  and  marched  through  rice 
fields  and  took  position  in  the  trenches  between  Company  E,  Eighteenth  Infantry 
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on  the  right,  and  Company  G-,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  on  the  left.  I  immediately 
ordered  the  company  to  strengthen  the  trenches  by  fining  hags  with  sand  and 
laying  them  on  the  top  of  the  trenches.  While  this  was  being  done  the  men  were 
fired  upon  by  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  the  firing  ceased  work  was  finished  on 
trenches.  There  was  no  more  firing  until  about  9.55  p.  m.,  which  lasted  about 
thirty-five  minutes.  A  great  deal  of  this  firing  was  done  by  the  enemy's  artillery, 
as  many  shells  bursted  near  our  trenches  and  some  of  the  bags  were  knocked  off. 
The  enemy  did  not  leave  their  trenches  and  the  company  did  not  fire  upon  them. 
There  was  no  more  firing  that  night,  and  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  August  7, 1898, 
the  company  was  relieved  by  First  Regiment  California  Volunteers.  Marched 
back  to  camp,  arriving  there  about  11  o'clock  a.  m. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  Maetin, 
First  lAeutenant,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  B. 


Manila,  P.  I.,  August  19, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Fikst  Battalion, 

Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sie:  Pursuant  to  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  my  company  (G,  Eighteenth  Infantry)  in  engagements  of  July 
39  and  30,  August  2  and  3,  August  6  and  7,  August  13. 

On  July  29,  at  8  a.  m.,  the  company  marched  to  the  trenches  occupied  by  the 
insurgents  near  the  beach.  The  insurgents  were  marched  out,  leaving  the  trenches 
in  possession  of  Companies  G-  and  B  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  which  were 
therefore  the  first  American  troops  to  occupy  the  trenches  around  Manila.  Dur- 
ing the  day  an  advance  line  of  trenches  was  constructed  by  the  First  Colorado 
Volunteer  Infantry.  At  dark  my  company  was  ordered  to  establish  Cossack 
posts  in  front  of  this  new  line,  and  two  double  and  three  siagle  posts  were  estab- 
lished. The  moon  was  very  bright,  and  shots  were  fired  at  the  reliefs  for  the 
posts  every  time  a  change  was  made,  and  at  other  times.  At  13  o'clock  midnight 
the  company  was  relieved  by  Company  B,  Eighteenth  Infantry.  At  6  a.  m.  the 
company  commenced  work  on  the  trench  east  of  the  convent,  and  at  7.80  com- 
pleted it  across  the  Malate  road.  During  this  hour  and  a  half  the  men  were 
exposed  to  a  constant  fire  from  the  Spanish  lines.  The  shots  fired  during  this 
twenty-four  hours'  duty  of  Companies  G  and  B  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  were 
the  first  shots  fired  by  American  troops  at  the  Spanish  near  Manila.  At  about 
9  a.  m.  the  company  was  relieved  by  the  First  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry  and 
returned  to  Camp  Dewey.  At  8  a.  m.  on  August  2  I  left  Camp  Dewey  with  my 
company,  G,  with  the  battalion  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  M.  Bailey,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  and  marched  to  the  trenches 
opposite  the  Spanish  lines.  The  company  consisted  of  2  officers  and  66  men,  and 
was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  First  Regiment  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry,  near 
the  center  of  the  line,  occupying  a  front  of  about  200  yards.  The  line  was  on  the 
farther  side  of  a  ditch  3^^  feet  deep  and  filled  with  water,  and  inside  of  a  hedge. 
There  were  no  field  intrenchments  except  about  30  feet  across  a  road  on  the  right  of 
the  line.  Down  this  road  about  BOO  yards  3  noncommissioned  officers  and  9  soldiers 
were  posted  in  a  fieldwork  built  by  the  insurgents  and  occupied  by  them,  also 
to  the  left  of  the  road  and  about  60  yards  in  front  of  the  line.  I  also  established 
a  Cossack  post  of  8  soldiers.  The  remainder  of  the  company  was  posted  along 
the  line  I  was  to  defend.  During  the  day  shelter  pits  of  adequate  thickness  were 
dug.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  9.40  p.  m.,  when  a  volley  from  the 
advanced  post  was  fired,  followed  almost  instantly  by  a  volley  from  the  Spanish. 
I  waited  until  my  Cossack  post  came  in,  reporting  they  had  seen  men  along  the 
front  and  also  flashes  of  fire.  One  man  also  came  back  from  the  advance  post 
and  made  the  same  report,  and  as  the  intensity  of  the  fire  increased  in  quantity  and 
sound  I  opened  fire.  I  had  posted  18  men  behind  the  breastwork,  and  with  these 
men  fired  volleys.  The  remainder  of  the  line,  occupied  by  groups  of  from  2  to  6 
men  under  noncommissioned  officers,  fii-ed  by  volley  and  at  will.  The  line  was  a 
long  one,  and  thin,  and  it  was  necessary  to  make  uj)  in  intensity  of  fire  what  it 
lacked  in  strength.  Several  shells  were  fired  at  the  line,  but  only  one  came  near. 
The  Spanish  fire  for  the  first  half  hour  was  largely  by  volley. 

After  I  had  fired  about  35  or  40  volleys  and  the  deployed  men  along  the  line  had 
several  of  them  fired  nearly  all  their  cartridges,  I  was  reenforced  by  a  company 
of  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  led  by  Major  Stotsenberg  in  person.  The  firing 
had  commenced  to  slacken  about  this  time,  and  later  ceased.  I  do  not  know  at 
what  time,  but  was  told  by  an  officer  of  the  Nebraska  regiment  that  it  was  at 
11.10  p.  m.    There  were  no  casualties,  due,  I  think,  to  the  fact  that  the  men  were  all 
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in  position  behind  the  shelters  when  the  attack  was  made.  I  had  three  guns  hit, 
but  none  permanently  injured.  I  was  relieved  at  10  a.  m.  August  8,  and  marched 
my  company  back  to  camp.  I  would  also  state  that  every  one  in  the  company 
was  wet  during  the  entire  twenty-four  hours  from  wading  the  deep  ditches  and 
the  hard  rains,  and  that  no  one  had  any  sleep.  I  desire  to  commend  the  entire 
company  for  their  conduct  during  the  engagement,  lasting  one  and  a  half  hours, 
especially  Sergeant  Mahoney  and  Corporal  Donnelly  and  the  8  men  under  their 
command  for  the  manner  in  which  they  held  on  to  the  advanced  outpost,  thus 
giving  a  flank  fire  on  the  enemy.  On  August  6  I  was  assigned  to  duty  with  my 
company  in  the  trenches  between  the  beach  and  convent.  I  had  orders  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bailey,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  to  reconstruct  the  earthworks  in 
my  front  and  remove  a  lot  of  stone,  boards,  etc.,  that  had  been  put  in  by  other 
troops.  In  order  to  do  this  it  was  necessary  to  tear  down  a  great  deal  of  the 
work  in  some  places.  This  was  undoubtedly  discovered  by  the  Spanish,  who 
commenced  to  fire  shell,  solid  shot,  and  shrapnel  at  us.  This  was  kept  up  for  some 
time,  and  many  of  the  shots  struck  very  near.  I  counted  six  shells  alone,  none  of 
which  were  more  than  50  feet  in  rear  of  the  line  when  they  exploded.  After  the 
shelling  ceased  the  work  was  completed.  At  about  10.30  p.  m.  the  shelling  was 
resumed,  accompamed  by  a  strong  infantry  fire  from  the  first  Spapish  trench, 
about  350  yards  in  front  of  our  line.  In  accordance  with  strict  orders  no  reply  was 
made  to  this  fire.  The  men  were  kept  well  covered,  and  there  were  no  casualties. 
The  company  returned  to  Camp  Dewey  on  the  7th,  after  being  relieved  by  the  First 
California  Infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  Wood, 
Captain,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  G. 


Headqtjaetees  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Manila,  P.  L,  August  SS,  1898. 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Division,  Eight  Army  Corps,  Cavite,  P.  I. 

Sir:  In  reporting  the  operations  of  the  13th  instant,  which  resulted  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Manila,  I  respectfully  append,  for  ready  reference,  copies  of  memoranda 
and  orders  in  accordance  with  which  the  movements  of  this  brigade  were  con- 
ducted, together  vrith  a  most  excellent  map,  prepared  by  Lieutenant  Hagadom, 
Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  showing  the  organizations  engaged,  origi- 
nal formation  thereof,  and  character  of  the  terrain  upon  which  the  operations 
were  conducted. 

The  Idaho  regiment  and  the  Wyoming  battalion  were  assigned  to  the  general 
reserve  of  the  division,  and  thus  fell  under  the  personal  authority  of  the  division 
commander.  A  detailed  account  of  their  subsequent  movements  will  be  found  in 
the  regimental  reports  submitted  herewith. 

Several  hours  before  the  operations  of  the  day  were  intended  to  commence  there 
was  considerable  desultory  firing  from  the  Spanish  line,  both  of  cannon  and  small 
arms,  provoked,  no  doubt,  by  Filipino  soldiers,  who  insisted  upon  maintaining  a 
general  fusillade  along  their  lines ,  with  which  the  American  line  connected  just 
east  of  the  Passia  road.  The  fire  was  not  returned  by  our  troops,  and  when  the 
formation  of  the  day  was  commenced  things  at  the  front  were  comparatively 
quiet.  By  8  o'clock  the  position  was  occupied  as  indicated  upon  the  map.  About 
9.35  the  naval  attack  commenced,  and  some  twenty  minutes  thereafter  the  gun 
of  Battery  B,  Utah  Artillery,  opened  on  blockhouse  14,  the  guns  of  the  Astor 
Battery  having  engaged  an  opposing  battery  some  minutes  after  the  opening  of 
the  naval  attack.  There  was  no  reply  from  the  blockhouse  or  contiguous  lines, 
either  by  guns  or  small  arms.  The  opposition  to  the  Astor  fire,  however,  was 
quite  energetic,  but  after  a  spirited  contest  the  opposition,  consisting  probably  of 
3  pieces,  was  silenced.  This  contest  was  the  only  notable  feature  of  the  first  stage 
of  the  action ,  and  was  especially  creditable  to  the  organization  engaged.  The  posi- 
tion, selected  by  Lieutenant  March  after  careful  personal  reconnoissance,  was, 
perhaps,  the  only  one  possible  in  the  vicinity,  and  it  was  occupied  with  great 
skill  and  held  with  commendable  firmness,  the  battery  loosing  8  men  wounded,  1 
of  whom  has  since  died.  The  Utah  gun  on  the  road  fired  14  shots  at  blockhouse 
14  vnth  good  effect,  as  was  subsequently  ascertained  upon  inspection  of  the  work. 
Lieutenant  Grow  and  detachment  deserve  great  credit  for  the  commendable  man- 
ner in  which  the  piece  was  served  and  pulled  through  the  mud  without  the 
assistance  of  horses. 
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Sometime  about  11  o'clock  concentrated  infantry  Are  was  heard  in  front  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  and  not  long  thereafter  an  exultant  shout  indicated  substantial 
success  for  our  arms  on  the  left.  It  was  therefore  assumed  that  the  enemy  had 
been  "  so  shaken  as  to  make  the  advance  practicable  without  a  serious  disadvan- 
tage to  our  troops,"  as  indicated  in  memorandum  No.  1,  attached  hereto. 

Sergeant  Mahoney,  with  a  squad  of  Company  D,  Twenty-third  United  States 
Infantry,  by  a  well-conducted  scout,  soon  ascertained  that  the  Spanish  line  was 
abandoned,  and  a  general  advance  was  immediately  ordered.  At  about  11.20  a 
United  States  flag  was  placed  upon  blockhouse  14,  thus  concluding  the  second  stage 
of  the  action  without  opposition  and  without  loss. 

A  battalion  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  French, 
was  stationed  at  this  point  to  prevent  armed  bodies  other  than  American  troops 
crossing  the  trenches  in  the  direction  of  Manila.  The  general  advance  was  soon 
resumed,  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota  leading,  with  Company  K  as  advance  guard, 
then  the  Astor  Battery,  a  battalion  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry,  the  battalion 
Fourteenth  Infantry,  and  the  North  Dakota  regiment,  following  in  the  order 
named. 

At  a  point  indicated  on  the  map  for  a  3-gun  emplacement,  just  south  of  Singa- 
long,  a  blockhouse  was  found  burning,  causing  a  continuous  explosion  of  small- 
arms  ammunition,  which,  together  with  a  scattering  fire  from  the  enemy,  retarded 
the  advance  for  a  time;  all  difflculties  were  soon  overcome,  however,  including  the 
passage  of  the  Astor  Battery,  by  the  determined  efforts  of  Lieutenant  March  and 
his  men,  assisted  by  the  infantry  of  the  Minnesota  regiment,  over  the  gun 
emplacement  which  obstructed  the  road. 

In  the  village  of  Singalong  the  advance  fell  under  a  loose  fire,  the  intensity  of 
which  increased  as  the  forward  movement  was  pressed,  and  very  soon  the  com- 
mand was  committed  to  a  fierce  combat.  This  strong  opposition  arose  at  block- 
house 20,  of  the  Spanish  defenses,  a  detached  work  with  emplacements  for  six  guns, 
which  fortunately  were  not  filled  on  the  13th  instant;  but  the  work  was  occupied 
by  a  detachment  of  infantry,  probably  a  strong  rear  guard. 

The  advance  party,  consisting  of  men  of  the  Minnesota  regiment,  reenforced  by 
volunteers  from  the  Astor  Battery,  led  by  Lieutenant  March,  and  Captain  Saw- 
telle  of  the  brigade  staff,  as  an  individual  volunteer,  reached  a  point  within  less 
than  80  yards  of  the  blockhouse,  but  was  obliged  to  retii-e  to  the  intersecting  road 
in  the  village,  at  which  point  a  hasty  work  was  improvised  and  occupied  by  a 
firing  line  of  about  15  men.  Aside  from  conspicuous  individual  actions  in  the 
first  rush,  the  well-regulated  conduct  of  this  firing  line  was  the  marked  feature 
of  the  contest,  and  it  is  proposed,  if  possible,  to  ascertain  the  names  of  tne  men 
engaged,  with  a  view  to  recommend  them  for  special  distinction. 

The  main  body  of  the  fighting  line,  consisting  of  Company  C,  Twenty-third 
Infantry;  Companies  C,  E,  G,  H,  K,  and  L,  Thirteenth  Minnesota,  and  the  Astor 
Battery,  were  well  screened  behind  the  village  church  and  stone  walls  of  adja- 
cent gardens.  In  the  early  stage  of  the  contest  it  seemed  possible  that  an  offen- 
sive return  might  be  attempted;  accordingly  the  position  was  secured  by  detached 
posts  east  and  west  on  the  intersecting  road,  and  the  construction  of  a  succession  of 
hasty  intrenchments  in  the  village  street,  and  the  occupancy  of  a  strong  defen- 
sive position  by  the  main  body  in  the  rear.  It  soon  became  apparent,  however, 
that  the  enemy  was  making  a  paroxysmal.effort  and  would  soon  yield  to  steady 
pressure. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  French,  commanding  a  battalion  of  the  Twenty-third  Infan- 
try, composed  of  Companies  D,  F,  G,  and  H,  acting  on  his  own  initiative,  advanced 
without  orders  to  the  sound  of  the  combat  and  placed  his  battalion  in  position  on 
the  intersecting  road,  to  the  west  of  the  village,  in  precisely  the  position  where, 
in  the  event  of  a  crisis,  he  would  have  been  most  useful. 

At  about  1.30  p.  m.  all  firing  had  ceased,  and  two  scouting  parties,  voluntarily 
led  by  Captain  Sawtelle  and  Lieutenant  March,  soon  thereafter  reported  the 
retreat  of  the  adversary.  The  city  was  entered  without  further  incident  through 
the  Paco  district,  detachments  being  placed  at  the  bridges  indicated  in  memoran- 
dum No.  3  herewith.  The  contact  was  made  about  13  o'clock  and  the  contest 
continued  with  great  ferocity  until  1.35 — that  is  to  say,  about  an  hour  and  a  half. 
The  loss  in  the  combat  was  3  ofiflcers  wounded,  4  enlisted  men  killed,  and  33 
wounded,  including  one  man  of  the  North  Dakota  regiment  wounded  far  in  the 
rear  of  the  fighting  line;  making  the  total  casualties  for  the  day  43  killed  and 
wounded. 

The  character  of  the  ground  absolutely  precluded  the  possibility  of  any  regular 
deployment,  and  as  a  consequence  most  of  the  troops  present  were  unable  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  actual  conflict,  a  fact  much  to  be  regretted,  as  all  were  eager  to  be 
at  the  front,  and  from  the  well-known  character  of  the  officers  and  men,  there 
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can  be  no  doubt  that  all  would  have  displayed  the  same  excellent  qualities  shown 
by  their  comrades  in  the  village. 

The  combat  of  Singalong  can  hardly  be  classified  as  a  great  military  event,  but 
the  involved  terrane  and  the  prolonged  resistance  created  a  very  trying  situation 
and  afforded  an  unusual  scope  for  the  display  of  military  qualities  by  a  large 
number  of  individuals. 

The  invincible  composure  of  Colonel  Ovenshine  during  an  exposure  in  danger- 
ous space  for  more  than  an  hour  was  conspicuous,  and  very  inspiring  to  the 
troops,  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  took  advantage  of  opportunities  as 
they  arose  during  the  varying  aspects  of  the  fight  was  of  great  practical  value  in 
determining  the  result. 

The  cool,  determined,  and  sustained  efforts  of  Colonel  Reeve,  of  the  Thirteenth 
Minnesota,  contributed  very  materially  to  the  maintenance  of  the  discipline  and 
marked  efficiency  of  his  regiment. 

The  brilliant  manner  in  which  Lieutenant  March  accepted  and  discharged  the 
responsible  and  dangerous  duties  of  the  day  and  the  pertinacity  vnth  which, 
assisted  by  his  officers  and  men,  he  carried  his  guns  over  all  obstacles  to  the  very 
front  of  the  fixing  line  was  an  exceptional  display  of  warlike  skill  and  good 
judgment,  indicating  the  existence  of  many  of  the  best  qualifications  for  high 
command  in  battle. 

The  gallant  manner  in  which  Captain  Sawtelle,  brigade  quartermaster,  volun- 
teered to  join  the  advance  party  in  the  rush;  volunteered  to  command  a  firing  line, 
for  a  time  without  an  officer;  and  again  volunteered  to  lead  a  scout  to  ascertain 
the  presence  or  absence  of  the  enemy  in  the  blockhouse,  was  a  fine  display  of  per- 
sonal intrepidity. 

The  efficient,  fearless,  and  intelligent  manner  in  which  Lieutenant  Kernan, 
Twenty-first  United  States  Infantry,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  Second  Lieutenant  Whitworth,  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  aid, 
executed  a  series  of  dangerous  and  difficult  orders  was  a  fine  exemplification  of 
staff  work  under  fire. 

The  splendid  bravery  of  Captains  B  j  ornstad  and  Seebach  and  Lieutenant  Lackore , 
of  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota,  all  wounded,  and,  finally,  the  work  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  first  firing  line,  as  previously  referred  to,  all  went  to  make  up  a  rapid  succession 
of  individual  actions  of  unusual  merit. 

Many  other  valuable  performances  are  reported  by  regimental  commanders 
which  I  shall  indorse  and  urgently  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  all  con- 
cerned, but  as  the  foregoing  came  specially  under  my  personal  observation,  I  take 
the  privilege  of  speaking  as  warmly  as  I  feel  in  the  premises. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  F.  H.  Titus  established  a  first-aid  hospital  in  the  village  church, 
and  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  came  to  the  front  with  a 
detachment  of  the  hospital  corps  through  a  heavy  indirect  fire,  and  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  rendered  services  to  the  wounded. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  interesting  narrative  of  Captain  O'Con- 
nor, inclosed  by  Colonel  Ovenshine  with  his  report,  from  which  it  appears  that  a 
small  detachment  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  and  Thirteenth  Minnesota  became 
separated  from  the  First  Brigade  and  was  among  the  first  troops  -to  enter  the 
city. 

The  reports  of  regimental  commanders  are  respectfully  inclosed  herewith, 
together  with  a  list  of  casualties  and  a  memorandum  of  recommendations  in 
behalf  of  individuals  entitled  to  special  rewards  for  meritorious  services. 
Very  respectfully, 

Aethttb  MacArthuk, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  First  Brigade, 

Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 


TROOPS  ENGAGED,  RECCED  OF  EVENTS,  ETC. 

Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  Col.  Samuel  Ovenshine  commanding. 
Headquarters,  field,  staff,  and  band,  and  Companies  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  and  L. 
Effective  strength:  Officers,  18;  enlisted  men,  714. 

Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry,  Capt.  John  Murphy  commanding.  Com- 
panies A,  C,  D,  E,  andF.    Effective  strength:  Officers,  8;  enlisted  men,  327. 

Thirteenth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  (13  companies) ,  Col.  C.  McC.  Reeve 
commanding.    Effective  strength:  Officers,  43;  enlisted  men,  914, 
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First  North  Dakota  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  C.  Treuman  command- 
ing. Companies  A,  B,  C,  F,  Q,  and  H  in  line;  two  companies,  D  and  I,  on  outpost 
duty — D  at  Marioaban  and  I  at  bamboo  bridge  east  of  Pasai.  Effective  strength: 
Officers,  30;  enlisted  men,  645. 

Astor  Battery,  First  Lieut.  Peyton  C.  March  commanding.  Effective  strength: 
Officers,  3;  enlisted  men,  98. 

Detachment  Signal  Corps,  4  enlisted  men,  under  command  of  First  Lieut.  W.  W. 
Chance. 

One  gun  detachment  of  Battery  B,  Utah  Volunteer  Artillery,  8  enlisted  men, 
commanded  by  Second  Lieut.  O.  E.  Grow. 

Platoon  of  53  men  of  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  commanded  by  First 
Sergt.  James  Reardon. 

First  Idaho  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Jones  commanding.  Com- 
panies A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  Q,  and  H  in  general  resei-ve,  under  orders  of  division 
commander.    Effective  strength:  Officers,  22;  enlisted  men,  631. 

First  "Wyoming  Volunteer  Infantry,  Maj.  F.  M.  Foote  commanding.  Compa- 
nies C,  F,  G,  and  H  in  general  reserve,  under  orders  of  the  division  commander. 
Effective  strength:  Officers,  13;  enlisted  men,  297. 

Total  effective  strength:  Officers,  139;  enlisted  men,  3,691. 

For  "  Record  of  events  "  see  the  accompanying  report  of  the  brigade  commander. 

Aethue  MacAethxte, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Return  of  casualties  in  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  action 
at  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  on  August  IS,  1898. 


Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Killed 

a5 

3 

35 

Total       ^ 

3 

40 

a  One  on  August  16,  1398. 

Battalion  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Cu artel  de  Malate, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  15, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Eighth  Army  Corps,  Cuartel  de  Malate. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  battalion  participated  in  the  operations 
against  Manila  on  August  13, 1898,  as  follows:  In  compliance  with  instructions 
received  from  the  brigade  commander,  the  battalion  left  Camp  Dewey  at  6.30  a.  m. 
August  13, 1898,  and  joined  Colonel  Ovenshine's  command.  The  battalion  proceeded 
to  Pasai,  arriving  at  that  place  about  8  a.  m. ,  where  it  was  ordered  to  form  in  rear 
of  the  stone  walls  of  an  old  monastery.  At  about  11.15  a.  m.  Colonel  Ovenshine 
sent  instructions  for  the  battalion  to  advance,  following  the  Twenty-third  Infan- 
try. The  battalion  proceeded  to  the  front,  and  arriving  near  the  church  in  the 
village  where  the  command  had  halted,  and  during  the  engagement  the  brigade 
commander  ordered  the  battalion  to  fall  bact  and  take  a  strong  defensive  posi- 
tion. The  battalion  fell  back  and  posted  itself  about  750  yards  in  rear  of  the 
village,  and  securely  intrenched  itself  near  the  abandoned  Spanish  works,  and 
remained  in  that  position  until  ordered  to  rejoin  Colonel  Ovenshine's  command 
preparatory  to  forming  the  brigade.  The  battalion  then  marched  with  the  brigade, 
and  went  into  quarters  at  "  Cuartel  de  Malate." 

My  battalion  consisted  of  Companies  A,  C,  D,  E,  and  P,  Fourteenth  Infantry, 
and  six  members  of  the  band  to  act  as  bearers  in  case  of  emergency.  The  effective 
strength  of  my  battalion  was  8  officers  and  324  enlisted  men. 

The  battalion  was  under  a  scattering  fire,  although  not  in  the  engagement,  and 
did  not  suffer  any  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  John  Murphy, 

Captain,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Battalion. 
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Headquarters  Twenty-third  Infantry, 

Malate,  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  17,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  instruction  from  Brig.  Gen.  Arthur  MaoArthur,  United 
States  Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Corps,  on 
the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  I  assembled  the  reserve  of  the  brigade  at  Pasai, 
Philippine  Islands,  at  8  o'clock  and  posted  it  behind  shelter  from  indirect  fire. 
The  reserve  consisted  of  headquarters,  band,  and  Companies  B,  C.  E,  and  L, Twenty- 
third  United  States  Infantry,  Companies  A,  C,  T>,  E,  and  F,  Fourteenth  United 
States  Infantry,  Captain  Murphy  commanding,  one  battalion,  Companies  A,  B,  C, 
G,  H,  and  K,  North  Dakota  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trueman  command- 
ing. At  about  9.30  a.  m.  the  guns  of  the  navy  firing  upon  the  Spanish  works  at 
Manila  were  heard.  There  was  a  field  telegraph  station  at  Pasai.  At  about  11.10 
a.  m.  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  brigade  commander  to  bring  everything  to 
the  front  and  to  follow  him  as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  was  promptly  done, 
the  reserve,  with  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  battalion  in  advance,  closing  up  to 
the  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Regiment  near  the  Spanish  trenches,  which  had  been 
entered  by  the  advance  troops  of  the  brigade  near  Spanish  blockhouse  No.  14. 
From  this  point  the  reserve  followed  in  column.  While  on  the  march,  soon  after 
passing  Blockhouse  14,  we  received  a  scattering  fire  from  the  enemy,  but  with  no 
casualties  in  the  reserve.  At  Singalong  the  command  met  vsdth  opposition,  the 
advance  troops  of  the  column  being  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Headquarters  and 
Company  C,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  Captain  Nichols,  continued  with  the  advance 
troops.  The  other  companies  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry,  under  direction  of 
Captain  Pratt,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  took  up  an  excellent  position  in  rear 
of  the  fighting  line.  The  battalion  Fourteenth  Infantry  and  battalion  North 
Dakota  Volunteers  sheltered  themselves  as  well  as  the  surroundings  admitted  of. 
At  the  point  where  the  conmiand  met  the  enemy  at  Singalong  church,  on  coming 
up  I  saw  the  Astor  Battery  and  part  of  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota  in  action.  The 
Spanish  were  posted  behind  strong  earthworks  and  a  barricade  commanding  the 
road  we  marched  on.  Company  C,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  on  arriving  immedi- 
ately took  part  in  the  action  and  had  6  soldiers  wounded. 

From  now  to  the  close  of  the  conflict  matters  were  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  brigade  commander.  I  wish  to  commend  the  good  conduct  of  this 
company  ( C)  under  fire.  I  respectfully  call  to  the  notice  of  the  brigade  conunander 
the  cool,  brave,  and  intelligent  conduct  under  fire  of  Captain  Nichols,  Twenty- 
third  Infantry,  Lieutenant  Sage,  quartermaster.  Twenty-third  Infantry,  and 
Lieut.  C.  B.  Hagadorn,  adjutant.  Twenty-third  Infantry;  also  the  prompt  and  effi- 
cient conduct  of  Lieut.  W.  D.  Conrad,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  in  charge  of  a  recon- 
noitering  detachment  from  Company  C,  Twenty-third  Infantry.  I  especially  call 
to  the  notice  of  the  brigade  commander  the  bravery  and  valuable  services  of  Sergt. 
Byron  K.  Smith,  Company  C,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  who  under  a  raking  fire, 
assisted  by  Privates  Bishop  Turner  and  George  P.  Clark,  Company  C,  Twenty-third 
Infantry,  succeeded  in  getting  a  lo^  into  a  position  that  gave  shelter  to  our  firing 
party,  materially  aiding  it  in  checMng  the  enemy.  Sergeant  Smith  held  the  most 
exposed  point  of  this  shelter,  and  made  excellent  use  of  his  rifle  until  firing  ceased. 
Privates  Turner  and  Clark  also  stuck  to  their  work. 

I  also  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  brigade  commander  Battalion  Sergt.  Maj. 
John  Loye,  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Regiment.  He  was  cool,  intelligent,  and  active 
under  fire.  He  several  times  came  to  me  for  instructions  and  rendered  valuable 
service.  The  soldiers  I  have  mentioned  by  name  came  under  my  personal  observa 
tion.  There  are  others  deserving  of  mention ,  and  will  no  doubt  be  named  by  their 
immediate  commanders.  Captain  Nichols  in  his  report  has  named  the  wounded. 
Trumpeter  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Company  E,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  was  my 
orderly  trumpeter.  He  is  also  deserving  of  mention  as  being  brave,  quick  to  com- 
ply -with  orders,  and  thoroughly  cool  under  fire.  Private  August  ThoUen,  Com- 
pany F,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  just  discharged  from  the  United  States  engineer 
battalion  and  reenlisted,  the  day  of  the  action  was  acting  as  orderly  at  regimental 
headquarters  Twenty-third  Infantry,  and  was  killed.  He  was  cool  and  fearless. 
The  members  of  the  band  Twenty-third  Infantry  did  good  service  in  assisting  the 
wounded.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Titus  was  with  the  reserve  and  did  what  he 
could  to  relieve  those  needing  his  aid.  Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  French,  Capts. 
E.  B.  Pratt,  W.  A.  Nichols,  Lea  Febiger,  and  Stephen  O'Connor,  Twenty-third 
Infantry,  inclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  Saml.  Ovenshine, 

Colonel  Twenty-third  Infantry. 
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Manila,  P.  I.,  August  XS,  1898. 
Capt.  E.  B.  Pratt, 

Commanding  Second  Battalion,  Twenty-third  Infantry. ' 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
company,  0,  Twenty-third  Iiifantry,  in  the  action  with  Spanish  troops  August 
13, 1898: 

The  company  was  a  part  of  the  reserve  and  first  took  station  at  Pasai.  The 
advance  being  ordered,  Company  C  led  in  the  battalion,  coming  under  fire  at 
about  300  yards  from  a  stone  church,  just  beyond  which  the  enemy  held  the  road, 
flanked  by  a  stone  wall  and  a  building.  My  company  was  placed  in  column  of 
platoons  to  the  right  of  the  road  and  in  front  of  the  church,  but  could  not  be  put 
into  action  on  account  of  the  limited  front  occupied  by  the  Astor  Battery  and 
troops  of  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota.  Almost  immediately  upon  halting  Lieutenant 
Conrad,  with  10  men,  was  detached  to  hold  the  road  at  right  angles  to  the  road 
down  which  the  enemy  were  firing.  Also  at  this  instant  one  of  my  men  was 
wounded.  Upon  hearing  General  MaoArthur  call  out  to  build  a  barricade  across 
the  road,  I  sent  men  and  tools  for  the  work  and  directed  a  party  to  bring  up  a 
log  and  place  it  in  position.  This  was  done  by  Sergt.  Byron  K.  Smith  of  my 
company.  The  point  selected  for  the  barricade  was  so  directly  under  fire  that  3 
men  were  wounded  in  a  short  time,  but  Sergeant  Smith  and  Private  Bishop 
Turner  succeeded  in  gaining  cover  and  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy.  On  return- 
ing to  the  point  where  my  company  was  stationed  I  found  detachments  had  been 
sent  to  other  points.  I  assembled  the  remaining  men,  who  had  taken  shelter 
behind  the  church,  and  upon  being  informed  that  the  enemy  were  gaining  ground 
to  our  right  flank  reported  that  to  General  Mac  Arthur,  who  directed  me  to 
establish  connecting  files  on  the  road  leading  from  the  enemy's  position  to  our 
reserve,  which  was  being  done  when  the  company  was  placed  on  the  right  of  a 
line  held  by  Captain  Pratt  with  his  remaining  companies. 

Sergt.  Byron  K.  Smith  I  wish  to  especially  recommend  for  his  work  and  brav- 
ery, and  some  mention  is  due  Corpl.  Prank  Armstrong  and  Privates  George  P. 
Clark,  Bishop  Turner,  Fenton  Newman,  William  Seigel,  Richard  Turk,  Robert 
Parker,  and  Harry  Booker  for  their  work  on  the  barricade  under  fire.  Privates 
Newman,  Turk,  Booker,  Parker,  and  McCanun  were  here  wounded. 

The  company  had  6  men  wounded  in  all. 

Second  Lieut.  W.  D.  Conrad,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  attached  to  my  company, 
was  ef&cient  and  cool  while  on  duty  with  the  company. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  Nichols, 
Captain,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  C. 


Manila,  P.  I.,  August  15, 1898. 
The  Adjutant, 

First  Battalion,  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry. 
Sir:,  In  connection  with  the  assault  of  the  city  of  Manila  on  August  13, 1  have 
the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

My  company,  D,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  occupied  the  advance  line  on  the 
Pasay  road,  about  250  yards  from  the  Spanish  blockhouse  No.  14.  About  8 
o'clock  a.  m.  I  sent  forward  Corpl.  Thomas  McGinnis,  of  my  company,  with  3 
men,  to  an  unoccupied  house  in  front  of  the  insurgents  to  watch  and  report  when 
a  white  flag  was  shown  on  said  blockhouse.  The  navy  guns  openei  at  9.30  a.  m., 
and  soon  after  the  gun  of  the  Utah  artillery,  in  my  line.  It  not  being  replied 
to,  at  10  a.  m.  I  sent  forward  Sergt.  Dennis  Mahoney,  of  my  company,  to  recon- 
noiter  their  lines.  He  signaled  back  they  were  abandoned.  We  at  once  charged 
up  the  road  in  column  of  fours  and  occupied  the  Spanish  position,  driving  the 
Filipinos  back  and  to  our  right.  Captain  O'Connor's  company,  H,  of  the 
Twenty-third  Infantry,  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  just  before  we  advanced 
and  went  into  the  trenches  with  us,  and  at  10.30  a.  m.  raised  our  flag  over  block- 
house No.  14,  the  first  of  our  colors  to  be  raised  on  Spanish  lines,  I  think.  I  wish 
to  especially  call  attention  to  Sergt.  Dennis  Mahoney  and  Corpl.  Thomas  McGin- 
nis, both  of  Company  D,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  who  undertook  especially 
hazardous  duty,  as  it  appeared  at  the  time,  and  performed  it  well. 
Very  respectfully. 

Lea  Febiqer, 
Captain,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  D, 
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Manila,  August  15, 1S9S. 
The  Adjutant, 

Twenty-third  Infantry,  Manila,  P.  I. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Camp  Dewey  at  8  o'clock  a.  m. ,  August 
12,  1898,  with  Companies  D,  F,  Q,  and  H,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  60  men  each, 
and  proceeded,  via  Pasay,  to  a  point  on  the  Manila  road  opposite  blockhouse  No. 
14,  where  I  was  placed  in  position  by  Brigadier-General  MacArthur,  commanding 
brigade.  During  the  day  intrenchments  were  thrown  up.  Shortly  after  daylight 
on  the  13th  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  our  and  the  insurgents'  lines,  attended 
with  no  casualties  in  my  battalion.  At  9.30  o'clock  the  navy  opened  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  line ;  upon  its  cessation  the  battalion  rushed  for  the  Spanish  works ,  which 
were  found  unoccupied.  When  reenforcements  arrived  the  battalion  advanced 
on  a  road  parallel  to  the  left  of  that  taken  by  the  rest  of  the  brigade  and  deployed 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade  where  that  was  halted,  near  a  church.  I  then  received 
ordersto  march  into  Manila.  Private  James  Smith,  Company  H,  bullet  in  breast, 
was  the  only  one  struck. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  accompanying  report  of  Capt.  S.  O'Connor, 
Twenty-third  Infantiy,  and  recommendation  from  Capt.  L.  Febiger. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  W.  French, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Twenty-third  Infantry. 


Manila,  P.  I.,  August  15,  1S9S. 
The  Adjutant, 

Twenty-third  Infantry,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  I  h  ave  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Second 
Battalion  of  our  regiment  on  the  18th  instant: 

We  left  Camp  Dewey  at  6  a.  m.,  and,  proceeding  to  Pasai,  remained  there  till 
about  11  a.  m.  as  part  of  the  reserve.  We  then  advanced  rapidly  north  on  the 
Pasai  road,  passing  blockhouse  14  on  our  left,  and,  reaching  the  Spanish  works, 
turned  to  the  right  on  a  road  leading  to  Manila.  Following  this  road  in  column 
of  fours,  we  overtook  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota,  United  States  Volunteers.  The 
road  was  obstructed  in  our  front  by  straggling  parties  of  this  regiment,  and  con- 
siderable parties  of  the  insurgents,  who  delayed  otir  march  and  at  times  inter- 
fered with  the  intactness  of  the  battalion.  As  the  head  of  the  battalion  arrived 
opposite  a  church  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  by  the  enemy  on  the  troops  immediately 
in  front  of  us.  Company  C  took  a  position  extending  from  the  front  of  this  church 
to  the  road.  The  enemy  was  apparently  in  position  at  the  head  of  a  street  a  short 
distance  in  our  front.  Company  C  lost  6  men  wounded  at  this  place.  The  report 
of  Captain  Nichols  is  herevnth  inclosed,  which  gives  more  definite  information  of 
the  part  performed  by  his  company  at  this  particular  point.  The  advance  of  the 
other  thi-ee  companies  of  this  battalion  had  been  impeded,  and  I  was  directed  by 
General  MacArthur  to  form  them  into  a  reserve  and  take  a  strong  position.  I 
placed  these  companies  in  position  about  100  yards  in  rear  of  the  church;  Company 
L,  on  left  of  road,  extended  well  to  the  left,  guarding  my  left  flank;  Companies  B 
and  E  on  right  of  road  in  a  rice  swamp,  well  protected  by  a  causeway  dividing  the 
swamp.  Later,  Captain  Nichols's  company  reported  to  me  and  was  placed  on  my 
right,  extending  my  line  about  100  yards.  The  length  of  my  position  was  about 
300  yards.  Company  L  (Lieutenant  Taylor;  was  shortly  afterwards  detached  to 
occupy  the  position  in  advance  formerly  occupied  by  Company  C,  and  when  this 
company  was  sent  still  farther  to  the  front,  this  position  was  occupied  by  Com- 
pany B  (Lieutenant  Stevens).  About  fifteen  minutes  later,  I  was  directed  to 
march  the  battalion  to  the  front,  and  picked  up  Companies  B  and  L  on  the  way. 
Arriving  at  the  nest  blockhouse,  I  received  personal  instructions  from  General 
MacArthur  to  move  my  battalion  500  yards  to  the  front,  and  take  up  a  strong 
defensive  position  with  an  advance  post  500  yards  to  the  front.  This  was  accom- 
plished, and  about  this  time  I  learned  of  the  surrender  of  the  city.  My  battalion 
was  then  placed  on  outpost  duty,  guarding  bridges,  etc.  This  ended  the  opera- 
tions for  that  day.  Company  B  (Lieutenant  Stevens) ,  in  occupying  his  position 
on  outpost  duty  on  Calzada  de  Marcelina,  had  a  slight  engagement  with  the  enemy 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  43  prisoners. 

Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  names  mentioned  in  the  report  of  Captain 
Nichols.  All  the  officers  and  men  of  my  battalion,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  con- 
ducted themselves  in  a  cool  and  soldierly  manner,  and  I  would  especially  com- 
mend the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Kerth,  who  acted  as  my  adjutant  and  executed 
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Ms  instructions  in  a  very  efficient  manner,  and  who  also  made  a  reconnoissance 
with  a  small  patrol  from  my  right  flank  to  the  front  of  the  command,  where  he 
was  assigned  to  tiie  command  of  the  advance  party  by  General  MacArthnr. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  B.  Peatt,   ' 
Captain,  Twenty-third  Infantry,  Commanding  Second  Battalion. 


Manila,  P.  I. ,  Augvbst,  15,  1898. 
The  Adjutant, 

First  Battalion,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tne  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
company  and  my  own  conduct  in  the  assault  on  Manila  on  the  13th  instant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  about  10  a.  m.,  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Infantry  advanced  rapidly  on  the  enemy's  position  and  assaulted  blockhouse 
No.  14,  Captain  Febiger's  company  leading  and  mine  following.  On  arriving  at 
the  blockhouse  we  found  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  their  line  of  defense. 
Captain  Keenan,  of  the  brigade  staff,  appeared  at  the  same  time  with  the  national 
colors.  A  staff  was  secured  and  under  my  instructions  Sergeant  Dolph,  of  my 
company,  hoisted  the  colors  and  planted  them  on  the  top  of  the  blockhouse. 
About  this  time  I  saw  troops  advancing  from  a  dense  undergrowth  to  our  left, 
some  250  yards  distant.  I  called  Colonel  French's  attention  to  the  gap  in  the  line 
and  requested  permission  to  fill  it  with  skirmishers,  which  was  granted.  I  took 
the  men  nearest  to  me  (Captain  Bolton's  company)  and  hurried  them  to  the  left 
and  deployed  and  advanced  on  the  enemy's  position.  At  this  time  I  discovered 
that  I  had  joined  on  to  Captain  Birkhimer's  company,  Third  United  States  Artil- 
lery. After  crossing  the  enemy's  trenches  I  found  myself  entirely  separated 
from  my  company  and  battalion,  with  whom  I  expected  to  unite  beyond  the 
trenches,  but  this  was  prevented  by  ditches,  swamps,  and  small  rain  lakes.  Hence 
I  concluded  to  hold  on  to  Captain  Birkhimer's  right  fiank  and  advance  with  him. 
The  enemy  had  abandoned  all  his  works  in  our  front;  still  I  pushed  my  skirmish 
line  forward  with  all  speed,  hoping  to  overtake  him.  About  one-half  mile  beyond 
the  enemy's  trenches  we  struck  a  good  road  leading  westward  into  the  city.  Here 
I  left  Captain  Birkhimer  and  moved  rapidly  down  this  road  until  I  struck  into  a 
street  which  led  into  the  city  along  the  bay  front.  Here  I  overtook  a  detach- 
ment of  volunteers,  who  were  straggling  down  the  street  in  a  careless  manner; 
notwithstanding,  they  reported  to  me  that  they  had  been  fired  at  from  the  houses 
along  the  street.  I  immediately  took  command  and  threw  out  scouts  along  the 
street  in  advance  of  the  party,  reconnoitering  the  cross  streets.  In  this  manner 
we  hurried  on  to  the  boulevard  which  borders  the  south  side  of  the  citadel. 
Here  we  met  three  Spanish  officers,  who  informed  me  that  our  generals  were 
inside  the  citadel  arranging  the  terms  of  surrender.  We  then  moved  eastward 
along  the  boulevard  until  we  reached  the  stone  bridge.  I  immediately  con- 
cluded, as  the  crossing  led  to  the  south  sallyport  of  the  citadel,  that  the  position 
should  be  held.  Consequently  I  posted  my  detachment  to  defend  and  hold  it.  At 
this  time  I  saw  a  column  of  Spanish  troops  pursued  by  the  insurgents,  who  were 
firing  upon  them.  When  the  Spanish  column  a/pproached  the  bridge  I  hurried 
them  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  across  the  bridge  and  into  the  citadel ,  still  holding  the 
bridge.  Shortly  after  this  General  Greene  came  up,  and  I  reported  to  him,  stating 
what  duty  my  detachment  was  performing,  and  he  directed  me  to  remain  where 
I  was.  My  detachment  held  the  bridge  until  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I 
requested  General  Anderson  to  relieve  me  in  order  that  the  detachment  might 
return  to  their  organizations  for  food.  At  the  time  of  my  arrival  there  were  no 
United  States  troops  on  the  boulevard  south  of  the  citadel.  A  short  time  after  I 
took  possession  of  the  bridge  Captain  Birkhimer  arrived,  then  the  Tenth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  and  numerous  other  organizations. 

The  following-named  enlisted  men  composed  my  detachment: 

Corpl.  Frank  C.  Morris;  Privates  George  B.  Smith,  Tridinniok,  Meurer, 
Elliott,  Hallisey,  Hanehen,  Neilson,  Banks,  J.  J.  Perry,  Winnland,  and  Parsons, 
of  Company  G,  Twenty-third  Infantry;  Privates  Daniel,  Lewis,  Limpe,  and  Tor- 
ker,  of  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Volunteers ;  Private  Allen,  of  Com- 
pany G,  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Volunteers. 

These  men  of  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Volunteers  became  separated  from 
their  regement  and  joined  me  in  the  advance.  These  men  were  willing  and 
prompt  in  the  execution  of  all  orders  given  them,  and  are  entitled  to  praise  for 
good  conduct. 

Very  respectfully, 

Stephen  O'Connor, 
Captain,  Tiventy-third  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  H. 
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QuAETBL  Malate,  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  16, 1898, 
The  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with,  orders  received  fi-om  Gen.  Artliur  MacArthur,  com- 
manding the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  I  moved  with 
my  regiment,  comprising  three  battalions  of  four  companies  each,  from  Camp 
Dewey  at  6.30  a.  m.  August  13,  and  marched  through  the  town  of  Passai  along 
the  direct  road  to  Manila.  At  7.45  a.  m.  I  arrived  at  the  general  line  of  our  earth- 
works, where  I  was  directed  to  leave  the  Second  and  Third  battalions,  consisting 
of  Companies  C,  H,  D,  E,  and  I,  F,  B,  and  A,  and  proceeded  with  the  First  Bat- 
talion, consisting  of  Companies  K,  L,  M,  and  G,  to  a  position  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  First  Brigade,  where  we  occupied  an  abandoned  line  of  insurgent  earth- 
works directly  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Spanish  blockhouse  No.  14.  At 
about  10.20  I  was  directed  to  bring  up  the  Second  Battalion,  and  at  10.30  I 
advanced  with  the  First  and  Second  battalions  past  our  earthworks,  throvring  out 
a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  fi-om  Companies  K  and  L.  Near  blockhouse  14  I 
was  directed  to  detach  one  company  (M)  toward  the  blockhouse,  in  which  vicin- 
ity and  scouting  to  the  front  they  remained  during  the  entire  action.  I  here 
threw  out  two  lines  of  skirmishers  in  my  front  under  command  of  Captain  Mas- 
terman,  Company  K,andFirst  Sergeant  Head,  of  Company  L,  both  of  which  were 
withdrawn  after  a  time,  joining  the  main  column  before  arriving  at  Cingalon. 
With  the  remaining  seven  companies  we  proceeded  in  column  of  fours  along  the 
main  road,  assisting  the  Astor  Battery  to  move  their  guns  over  the  earthworks 
at  the  burning  magazine.  Immediately  after  passing  this  point  I  was  ordered 
under  heavy  fire  to  throw  out  a  company  to  protect  the  left  flank,  and  Company 
D  was  detached  for  this  purpose. 

We  reached  the  church  at  Cingalon  with  six  companies  of  the  First  and  Second 
battalions,  and  being  in  advance  of  other  troops  I  was  commanded  to  throw  out 
a  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  right  and  front  and  to  establish  a  point  in  the  road, 
immediately  in  our  front,  along  which  we  had  been  advancing.  A  detachment  of 
Company  K  were  thrown  out  to  the  right;  detachments  of  Companies  C  and  H  to 
the  left,  and  the  point  established  in  the  road  under  Lieutenant  Lackore,  of  Com- 
pany L,  with  8  men  and  a  sergeant,  100  yards  from  the  Spanish  earthworks. 
These  men  remained  in  position  in  the  road  and  under  such  cover  as  they  could 
obtain  until  warned  that  the  battery  were  about  to  fire  from  a  point  50  yards  in 
their  rear.  When  they  were  withdrawn  to  the  side  of  the  road,  and  the  firing 
increasing  ^eatly.  Lieutenant  Lackore  was  ordered  back  by  Captain  Spear,  of 
Company  E,  for  reenforcements.  Company  G,  Captain  Seebach,  was  sent  forward 
and  strengthened  the  line  already  formed.  With  the  failure  to  discharge  the 
guns,  after  assisting  the  artillery  to  get  the  pieces  out  of  the  road,  the  line  fell 
back  about  100  yards  from  the  front,  to  the  crossroad  by  the  church.  Captain 
Bjomstad  and  a  portion  of  Company  H,  occupying  a  position  to  the  left  and 
d&ectly  across  the  road  in  advance  of  the  crossroad  at  the  church,  maintained 
their  position  until  the  command  "  Cease  firing"  was  given. 

The  Third  Battalion,  owing  to  some  confusion  of  orders,  and  Company  M, 
detached,  did  not  arrive  at  the  front  during  the  action,  although  Companies  I  and 
F  were  exposed  to  a  plunging  fire  from  the  Spanish  line,  losing  1  man  killed 
and  8  wounded. 

Owing  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  ground,  covered  as  it  was  with  a  dense 
growth  of  tropical  vegetation,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  observe  the  individual 
conduct  of  the  men  under  miy  command.  Exposed  to  a  withering  fire  from  an 
unseen  enemy,  all  did  their  duty  with  coolness,  intelligence,  and  courage,  being 
inspired  by  the  example  of  the  general  commanding,  whose  utter  disregard  of 
personal  danger  prevented  what  otherwise  might  have  proved  a  serious  disaster. 
In  this  connection  I  desire  to  commend  the  conspicuous  daring  of  Captain  Bjom- 
stad (severely  ^vounded) ,  the  bravery  of  Captains  Seebach  (severely  wounded) , 
Spear,  and  Metz;  of  Lieutenants  Lackore,  Trowbridge,  Bunker,  Falk,  and  Garce- 
lou;  of  Sergeant-Major  Loye,  an'd  the  intelligent  dispositions  made  under  heavy 
fire  by  Captains  Masterman  and  Morgan. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  McC.  Reeve, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Infantry,  United  States  Volunteers. 


120         EEPORT  OP  THE  SKCRETARY  OP  WAR. 

AsTOK  Battbbt,  Manila,  P.  I.,  August  16, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  movements  of  the 
Astor  Battery  in  the  capture  of  Manila  August  13,  1898: 

The  battery  was  brought  up  the  afternoon  before  the  engagement  and  placed  in 
reserve  directly  in  rear  of  the  most  advanced  post  on  the  right  of  the  American 
line.  An  opening  was  then  cut  through  the  trees  suflS.ciently  large  to  allow  the 
passage  of  the  battery  to  a  position  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  line  and  ahout  50 
yards  to  the  front,  where  there  was  a  fairly  well  constructed  earthwork,  which 
was  then  held  by  the  insurgents.  Facing  this  position,  in  the  Spanish  trenches, 
and  about  300  yards  away,  were  two  guns,  presumably  about  8  cm.  Krupp.  The 
battery  was  dragged  to  this  position  at  half  past  9  o'clock  the  next  morning  by 
hand  and  the  ammunition  carried  up  the  same  way,  and  throughout  the  day's 
work  all  movements  of  pieces  and  ammunition  were  by  hand,  cases  of  ammuni- 
tion weighing  140  pounds  apiece  being  carried  by  the  ammunition  details  cheer- 
fully and  under  fire  at  times. 

When  the  navy  was  thoroughly  committed  to  the  bombardment,  I  opened  fire 
with  my  guns  and  was  immediately  engaged  by  the  Spanish  guns  in  front  of  me, 
thus  diverting  their  fire  from  the  infantry  line  on  my  left.  During  this  portion 
of  the  day's  work  three  of  my  men  were  wounded,  one  of  whom  has  since  died. 
After  a  rather  sharp  exchange  of  shots,  lasting  some  little  time,  the  Spanish  fire 
ceased  and  they  retired  from  their  position. 

When  the  general  advance  of  the  First  Brigade  was  made,  I  had  two  of  my 
pieces  dragged  over  the  parapet  and  entered  the  Spanish  lines  with  the  infantry. 
Near  the  church  at  Cargallon  the  Spanish  made  a  stand  behind  a  well-constructed 
earthwork.  Two  rounds  per  gun  were  fired  into  them,  and  then  an  advance  was 
made  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Spanish  intrenchment.  At  this  point  3  of  my 
men  were  killed  and  5  lyere  wounded.  With  the  exception  of  3  of  these,  who 
were  wounded  at  the  guns,  all  these  men  were  hit- while  gallantly  charging  the 
enemy's  position.    Prom  this  point  we  entered  the  city  without  further  opposition. 

Casualties. — Dead:  First  Sergt.  M.  E.  Holmes,  Sergt.  D.  Cremins;  total,  3. 
Wounded:  Sergt.  R.  K.  Sillman,  Corporals  H  Van  Horn,  W.  B.  Baker,  Privates 
Thomas  Dunn  (since  dead) ,  George  Bentel,  W.  A.  Seymour,  Thomas  J.  Hayden, 
C.  Van  Pelt;  total,  8;  aggregate,  10. 

Respectfully,  Peyton  C.  March, 

First  Lieutenant,  Fifth  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Idaho  Volunteers, 

Quartel  de  Malate,  P.  J. ,  August  15,  1898. 
General  MacArthub,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  the  day 
fixed  for  the  attack  on  the  enemy  at  Manila,  every  man  of  my  command  reported 
for  duty.  At  7  o'clock  that  morning  it  was  under  arms,  and  promptly  at  8  o'clock 
was  in  the  position  to  which  it  was  assigned.  At  noon  it  was  advanced  by  order  of 
General  Anderson  to  the  trenches,  from  which  a  regiment  of  General  Greene's  bri- 
gade had  been  removed,  and  remained  there  until  4  p.  m. ,  when  one  battalion  was 
ordered  forward  to  this  city  and  the  other  left  to  h61d  the  trenches  and  check  any 
advance  movements  of  insurgents.  Not  being  under  direct  fire  of  the  enemy  I 
have  no  casualties  to  report. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  among  officers  and  enlisted  men  there  was  an 
expression  of  universal  regret  that  they  were  not  in  the  front  where  the  enemy 
made  his  most  stubborn  resistance.    I  am  confident  the  command  would  have 
done  its  full  duty  under  the  heaviest  firing  from  the  enemy's  guns. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Jno.  W.  Jones,    ' 
Lieutenan  t-Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Infantry,  North  Dakota  Volunteers, 

Manila,  August  16, 1898. 
Gen.  Arthur  MaoArthur, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  my  command  on 
August  13, 1898: 

The  two  battalions  comprising  this  command  were  stationed  as  follows:   The 
First  Battalion  in  the  intrenchments  north  of  Pasay,  where  they  had  been  posted 
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on  tte  morning  of  August  12,  having  relieved  a  battalion  of  the  Twenty-third 
United  States  Infantry;  the  Second  Battalion,  with  tvro  companies,  C  and  K,  as  a 
reserve  at  Pasay;  Company  I  at  the  crossroads  east  of  Pasay,  with  an  outpost  at 
the  bamboo  bridge;  Company  D  on  outpost  duty  at  Marakaban,  this  battalion 
having  been  thus  disposed  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  August,  relieving  the 
First  California  Infantry. 

At  about  6.15  a.  m.  a  scattering  fire  was  opened  on  the  outposts  of  the  First 
Battalion  and  battery  on  our  right,  which  lasted  about  one  hour.  The  firing 
came,  apparently,  from  the  Spanish  outposts.  Our  men  held  their  fire  until  that 
of  the  enemy  seemed  to  increase  in  volume,  and  then  fired  five  volleys  of  16  shots 
each,  and  the  fire  in  front  soon  ceased.  At  about  8  o'clock  the  First  BattaUon 
was  relieved  by  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Volunteers,  and  fell  back  to  the  stone 
church  at  Pasay  and  reported  to  Colonel  Ovenshine,  of  the  Twenty-third  United 
States  Infantry,  as  previously  ordered,  where  they  remained  until  about  11  o'clock, 
when  ordered  by  General  Mac  Arthur,  through  Colonel  Ovenshine,  to  move  for- 
ward, which  they  did,  following  the  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry.  In  this 
position  they  moved  rapidly  at  first,  and  when  coming  in  range  of  the  Spanish 
fire,  more  slowly,  keeping  well  under  cover  when  possible.  Three  companies 
passed  through  the  Spanish  intrenchments  and  halted,  one  halting  just  outside, 
aU  in  good  order  and  well  protected  from  the  enemy's  fire.  After  remaining  in 
this  position  about  one-half  hour,  an  order  was  communicated  through  the  cap- 
tain commanding  the  battalion  of  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry  in  front  to 
move  the  First  Battalion  of  First  North  Dakota  Infantry  far  enough  back  to 
allow  him  to  form  his  battalion  outside  the  Spanish  works.  This  was  done,  and 
while  moving  out  through  the  wall  Private  Frank  E.  Berg,  of  Company  A,  First 
North  Dakota  Infantry,  received  a  flesh  wound  through  the  calf  of  the  leg. 

The  first  battalion  intrenched  and  remained  in  this  position  until  about  2.30  p.m. , 
when  they  moved  forward  through  all  intrenchments  to  headquarters  established 
by  Colonel  Ovenshine  at  Paoo,  where  they  remained  for  about  one-half  hour,  when 
General  Anderson  ordered  them  to  move  on  to  the  vicinity  of  the  military  hospi- 
tal, east  of  the  fort,  and  relieve  six  companies  of  the  First  California  Infantry, 
which  was  done.  'Their  orders  were  to  allow  no  armed  insurgents  to  pass  into 
the  city  and  to  guard  aU  public  and  private  property  in  the  vicinity.  These  orders 
were  executed  without  any  serious  trouble.  Company  A,  being  ordered  to  clear 
the  street  running  east  and  along  the  south  side  of  the  hospital,  met  quite  a  body 
of  armed  insurgents  who  had  taken  possession  of  some  vacant  buildings,  estab- 
lished quarters,  and  resisted  being  moved  back,  and  were  determined  to  go  into 
the  city  with  their  arms.  The  situation  at  this  place  became  quite  serious,  and 
one  platoon  of  Company  B  was  sent  forward  to  reenforce  Company  A.  By  exer- 
cising a  good  deal  of  patience  and  firmness  the  natives  were  made  to  understand 
that  our  orders  must  be  obeyed,  and  by  12  o'clock  they  had  nearly  all  left  the 
street.  Later  their  quarters  were  vacated  and  were  at  once  taken  possession  of 
by  our  men.  The  reenforcements  were  vyithdrawn.  Company  A  remaining  at  that 
point  all  night. 

Of  the  Second  Battalion,  Companies  C  and  K  being  on  guard  at  Pasay,  at  11 
a.  m.  were  ordered  to  form  a  part  of  the  reserve  in  the  general  advance,  together 
with  the  First  Battalion,  and  leaving  five  men  to  guard  ammunition  left  at  the 
church  at  Pasay  by  Colonel  Du  Bose,  division  ordnance  ofBcer,  these  companies 
moved  forward  to  a  position  about  500  yards  east  of  blockhouse  No.  14,  where  they 
were  ordered  to  halt  and  secure  cover,  and  were  so  disposed  as  to  protect  the 
troops  from  a  flank  attack  on  the  right,  which  was  reported  by  stragglers  drop- 
ping to  the  rear.  The  firing  from  the  front  was  quite  brisk  at  this  point,  one 
bugler  of  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota  being  killed  there.  These  companies  occu- 
pied this  position  until  ordered  to  relieve  Company  M  of  the  Thirteenth  Minnesota 
Volunteers  at  blockhouse  No.  14,  which  was  done  and  that  position  occupied  until 
about  5  p.m.,  when  they  were  ordered  to  report  at  my  headquarters  in  Manila, 
which  were  temporarily  established  at  the  military  hospital. 

When  moving  into  Manila,  Captain  Bolton,  of  the  Twenty-third  United  States 
Infantiy,  informed  Major  Fraine,  comm,anding  the  two  companies,  that  the  insur- 
gents had  barricaded  one  of  the  streets  and  were  so  troublesome  that  he  needed 
assistance  and  requested  him  to  furnish  it,  which  was  done,  and  these  companies 
remained  in  that  position  until  10  o'clock  p.m.,  when  they  were  relieved  by  Cap- 
tain Pratt,  of  the  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  and  the  men  spent  the 
night  in  the  street.  Companies  I  and  D  being  on  duty  at  the  crossroads  and  the 
bamboo  bridge  east  of  Pasay,  and  at  Marakaban,  respectively,  had  been  ordered 
by  General  MacArthur  to  remain  in  their  positions.  Company  I,  stationed  east 
of  Pasay,  was  so  hard  pressed  by  the  insurgent  soldiers  that  Captain  Purden  was 
obliged  to  ask  for  reenforcements,  which  were  furnished  by  three  companies  of 
the  First  Wyoming. 
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Throughout  the  day  the  troops  were  steady  and  were  kept  well  in  hand,  officers 
and  men  being  prompt,  cool,  and  reliable,  and  behaved  in  an  eminently  satisfac-" 
tory  manner.  A.  few  men  were  overcome  by  the  intense  heat  and  exhaustion  in 
the  morning,  but  recovered  and  followed  the  advancing  column  after  the  rain 
commenced. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  C.  Treumann, 
I/ieutenant-Oolonel,  Commanding  First  North  Dakota  Infantry, 

United  States  Volunteers. 


Manila,  P.  I. ,  August  15, 1898. 

.Gen.  Arthur  McArthur, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report 
of  the  movements  of  my  command  on  Saturday,  August  13,  1898,  as  follows: 

My  command,  according  to  orders,  left  Camp  Dewey  at  7.05  a.  m.  and  marched 
as  directed  to  the  open  field  north  of  Camp  Dewey  and  about  400  yards  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  the  road  leading  to  Pasai — ^location  marked  on  the  accompanying  map 
(a) .  "We  arrived  at  this  position  at  8.05  a.  m.  and  remained  there  until  and  during 
the  bombardment  by  the  fleet.  When  this  ceased,  we  were  informed  that  the  city 
had  suiTendered  and  were  ordered  to  move  on  toward  the  city. 

We  followed  the  Idaho  troops  up  the  road,  following  the  route  marked  out  and 
indicated  by  the  dotted  line  to  the  point  marked  "  B,"  where  we  were  met  by 
Lieutenant  Clark,  of  General  Anderson's  staff,  who  gave  us  orders  from  the  gen- 
eral to  move  forward,  find  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  and  follow  them  into  the 
city. 

I  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  passing  the  Idaho  troops  at  the  old  house 
and  embankments  marked  on  the  map  (c).  Here  we  were  informed  that  the 
Eighteenth  had  just  passed,  going  straight  down  the  road.  After  going  about  500 
yards  down  this  road  we  saw  ahead  of  us,  about  150  yards  and  to  the  right  of  the 
road,  a  body  of  our  own  troops  behind  a  line  of  intrenchments.  On  reaching  the 
point  marked  (d)  and  at  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  the  body  of  troops  above 
mentioned,  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  as  I  judged,  from  some  distance  to 
the  front  and  directly  ahead.  The  enemy  were  out  of  sight  and  I  immediately 
moved  the  column  off  the  road  behind  a  line  of  intrenchments,  sent  forward  a 
point  and  flankers  to  patrol  ahead,  and  sent  a  messenger  across  the  field  to  the 
troojjs  on  our  right  to  discover  if  they  were  the  Eighteenth  and  also  find  out  what 
the  situation  was,  as  we  had  supposed  that  the  city  had  surrendered  and  that  the 
fighting  was  over.  The  messenger  returned,  informing  me  that  it  was  the  Eight- 
eenth, and  that  they  were  advancing  as  a  line  of  skirmishers,  and  that  Colonel 
Van  Valzah,  or  the  commanding  officer,  thought  we  had  better  hold  our  position 
for  a  few  minutes  until  we  saw  his  line  advance,  and  then  move  forward  up  the 
road.  In  a  few  minutes  he  began  to  advance  and  we  moved  forward  up  the  road, 
there  being  at  this  time  only  an  occasional  shot  in  our  vicinity,  with  some  very 
lively  skirmish  firing  to  the  right  and  forward.  We  advanced  to  the  point  marked 
(e) ,  where  there  was  a  sharp  turn  in  the  road  to  the  left.  Here  we  met  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Eighteenth,  which  had  become  separated  from  the  main  body,  and  we 
directed  them  toward  their  command  and  followed  immediately  in  their  wake, 
turning  to  the  right  somewhat  and  passing  through  a  swamp  covered  with  canes 
and  felled  brush  and  trees,  toward  the  line  of  intrenchments  running  to  the  east 
of  the  fort  on  the  beach.  We  came  to  the  line  of  intrenchments,  and  crossing  them 
proceeded  down  the  line  westward  to  the  stone  bridge,  marked  (/) ,  thence  north  up 
the  street,  endeavoring  to  overtake  the  Eighteenth,  who  were  some  short  distance 
ahead  of  us.  There  were  so  many  detachments  moving  into  this  street  from  toward 
the  beach  that  it  was  difficult  to  keep  them  in  sight,  but  this  we  managed  to  do. 
There  was  considerable  firing  still  on  our  right,  and  upon  reaching  the  point 
marked  (g)  we  were  again  fired  upon  from  the  right,  the  line  of  fire  being  down  a 
side  street  and  from  an  invisible  enemy._  I  again  moved  my  troops  into  position, 
facing  the  fire  and  partly  covered,  and  jn-epared  to  move  forward  in  their  direc- 
tion should  occasion  require,  but  knowing  that  there  were  some  of  our  troops  in 
that  direction  I  held  my  command  ready  to  reenforce,  in  case  there  was  any  force 
trying  to  drive  back  our  advance,  by  making  a  counter  attack.  The  firing  soon 
ceased  and  we  continued  to  advance  up  the  street  in  the  same  direction  as  before, 
turning  to  the  eastward  upon  the  street  running  along  the  moat  and  walled  city 
to  a  pomt  a  short  distance  below  the  first  bridge  leading  into  the  old  town.  Here 
we  halted  and  awaited  orders ,  and  we  waited  until  5  o'clock,  when  General  Anderson 
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ordered  us  to  take  possession  of  the  barracks  facing  the  above-mentioned  bridge, 
which  we  did  at  5.30  p.  m.,  and  raised  our  flag  and  arranged  a  guard  for  our  own 
quarters  and  for  General  Anderson's  headquarters,  which  were  only  a  short  dis- 
tance down  the  street  to  the  eastward.  This  closed  the  movements  of  the  command 
for  the  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

Frank  M.  Foote, 
Major,  commanding  First  Battalion,  Wyoming  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Headquakters  Department  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Manila,  P.  I.,  August  S3, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Pacific, 

Manila,  Philippine  Islands. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  render  the  following  report  covering  my  service  with 
the  expeditionary  forces,  department,  and  corps  since  date  of  reporting  for  duty, 
May  35, 1898: 

On  my  arrival  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  I  began  at  once  to  complete  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  medical  department  for  these  forces,  steps  having  already  been  insti- 
tuted in  that  direction  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Middleton  and  Surg.  R.  H.  White, 
United  States  Army.  I  found  that  a  number  of  men  had  been  enlisted  for  the 
Hospital  Corps,  but  perceiving  that  many  more  would  be  required  continued 
enlistments,  and  in  addition  recommended  the  transfer  of  the  volunteer  regi- 
mental hospital  corps  to  the  regular  establishment,  which  was  done.  Many 
excellent  men  were  thus  secured,  and  I  was  thereby  enabled  to  furnish  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  privates  for  duty  in  the  division  hospital  at  Camp  Merritt  and 
for  attendance  upon  the  sick  in  the  transports. 

Each  full  regiment  of  volunteers  has  three  hospital  stewards,  so  that  the  allow- 
ance of  hospital  stewards  of  the  United  States  Army  for  this  corps  is  limited  to  10. 

The  allowance  of  medical  officers  has  been  about  sufficient  thus  far,  but  the 
employment  of  a  few  more  contract  surgeons  may  become  necessary  later. 

While  in  San  Francisco  I  made  every  effort  to  secure  ample  medical  and  hospital 
supplies,  and  was  successful  to  a  great  degree.  The  medical  purveyor,  Colonel  Mid- 
dleton, did  everything  in  his  power  for  us,  and  issued  many  articles  not  usually 
supplied  for  field  service.  Everything  necessary  for  the  sick  on  the  transports  was 
furnished.  Brigade  supplies  for  six  months  were  put  on  board  certain  ships,  and 
everything  was  done  that  could  reasonably  be  done  to  make  the  voyage  successful. 
Of  coui-se,  a  few  things  ran  short,  but  taking  all  together  I  can  say  the  troops  were 
well  supplied  with  all  essentials  while  under  way  here.  A  division  hospital  was 
established  at  Camp  Merritt  early  in  June,  Surgeon  Owen  in  charge.  In  it  were 
treated  many  severe  as  well  as  mild  cases  of  disease  arising  in  Camp  Merritt 
or  vicinity  or  brought  from  a  distance.  Large  numbers  of  measles  were  also 
treated  in  the  hospital,  the  disease  being  epidemic  in  camp. 

About  15,000  points  of  vaccine  virus  were  issued  to  the  surgeons  in  Camp  Mer- 
ritt prior  to  the  39th  of  June.  These  points  were  nearly  all  used  before  the 
troops  embarked. 

On  our  attiyal  at  Honolulu,  I,  under  orders  from  General  Merritt,  examined 
into  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  hospital  there  for  our  sick.  This  was  deemed 
necessary  f  ot  the  reason  that  almost  all  of  the  transports  were  obliged  to  leave 
one  or  more  sick  in  that  city.  A  building  was  selected  and  recommendations  for 
medical  officers,  attendants,  supplies,  etc.,  made. 

Arriving  at  Cavite  we  found  that  Captain  McVay,  Medical  Department,  had 
established  a  hospital  in  Spanish  buildings  there.  These  are  unsanitary  houses 
and  not  suitable  for  their  present  use,  but  the  best  available.  A  small  medical 
depot  had  also  been  established  at  Cavite  by  Captain  MoVay. 

Some  of  the  ships  of  the  fourth  fleet  having  arrived,  I  find  that  a  large  assort- 
ment of  medical  supplies  is  on  board,  and  now  am  quite  certain  we  will  not  lack 
for  necessary  articles.  At  Camp  Dewey  I  found  an  excellent  tent  hospital;  Major 
.Crosby,  brigade  surgeon,  had  charge.  In  due  time  it  was  temporarily  united  with 
another  section  (Penrose's)  of  the  division  hospital,  and  I  may  add  here  that  this 
tent  hospital  was  in  fine  working  order  on  August  13. 

The  brigade  hospitals  were  removed  to  the  Spanish  military  hospital,  this  city, 
August  17,  and  there  combined  to  form  a  division  hospital  August  30  for  adminis- 
trative purposes.    Tents  are  no  longer  used,  but  are  ready  should  they  be  required . 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  from  disease  since  first  landing  of  troops  is  17. 
Nine  of  these  were  due  to  typhoid  fever,  1  to  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  1  septice- 
mia, 1  paralysis,  3  pneumonia,  2  dysentery,  showing  a  remarkably  small  list,  con- 
sidering the  strength  of  this  command. 

An  ambulance  company  was  organized  as  early  as  possible  after  our  arrival 
here.  This  company,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain  Keefer,  Medical 
Department,  rendered  fine  service  on  the  18th  of  August. 

I  have  now  to  inclose  lists  of  wounded  from  the  1st  to  the  13th  of  August,  inclu- 
sive, and  here  desire  to  state  that  the  wounds  our  men  received,  though  severe  in 
many  instances,  are  doing  well.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  not  an  amputation  of 
any  kind  has  been  made,  though  severe  wounds  complicated  by  fracture  were 
admitted  to  the  hospital  at  Camp  Dewey.  Of  course,  the  fine  results  obtained  by 
the  surgeons  are  in  great  measure  due  to  the  good  constitutions  the  men  possess. 
It  is  somewhat  due  to  the  generous  diet  the  men  have  received  in  the  past,  but 
it  is  largely  consequent  upon  the  care  they  received  at  the  first  dressing  stations 
and  in  the  brigade  and  division  hospitals.  The  surgeons  have  taken  great  pains 
to  procure  suitable  nourishment,  ice,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  wounded  and 
sick  as  well;  these  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  present  good  condition  of  the 
former,  and  have  been  equally  beneficial  to  the  latter. 

Since  rendering  my  report  of  killed  and  wounded  and  deaths  under  date  of 
August  33, 1898, 1  have  discovered  that  a  few  slight  wounds  had  not  been  reported 
by  the  surgeons.  These  are  now  taken  up  on  the  inclosed  lists  of  wounded,  in 
order  that  none  should  be  omitted. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  these  lists: 

Killed :  Enlisted  men 11 

Wounded: 

OfBcers 13 

Enlisted  laen 104 

Total __..  127 

Died  from  wounds  received  in  action: 

Ofiicer  (Captain  Richter) 1 

Enlisted  men  (already  reported) 7 

Very  respectfully, 

Henry  Lippincott, 
lAeutenant-Oolonel  and  Deputy  Surgeon-General, 

United  States  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 


Headquarters  United  States  Expeditionary  Forces 

AND  Department  op  the  Pacific, 
Office  of  Military  Information, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  SO,  1S9S. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Babcock,  U.  S.  A., 

Adjutant-General  Department  of  Pacific,  Manila,  P.  I. 

(Through  Headquarters  Second  Brigade.) 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  verbal  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report  of  a  reconnoissance  of  the  enemy,  made  on  August  10,  from  the  left  of  our 
line  toward  the  magazine  at  Maiate  and  blockhouse  No.  14,  accompanied  by  our 
Maj.  L.  H.  Strother  of  the  commanding  general's  staff. 

Carefully  concealing  ourselves  we  crawled  and  approached  to  within  350  yards 
of  the  bridge  and  works  near  the  magazine,  and  here  Major  Strother  stood  watch 
while  I  further  crawled  to  the  edge  of  the  small  stream  emptying*  into  the  ocean 
at  that  point.  There  I  found  Lieut.  R.  W.  Means  and  Sergt.  Henry  L.  Trout- 
worthy,  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Colorado  Infantry,  who  had  preceded  me  to  that 
place  without  my  knowledge.  Sergeant  Troutworthy  was  crawling  in  the  edge 
of  the  water,  reconnoitering  the  depth  of  the  stream,  while  Lieutenant  Means  was 
keeping  watch,  with  arms  m  his  hands.  They  had  not  then  succeeded  in  fording 
the  stream,  but  I  entered  the  water  below  them,  and  Lieutenant  Means,  calling 
the  sergeant  to  stand  guard,  followed  me. 

We  soon  determined  the  water  was  easily  f ordable  from  a  point  nearer  the 
mouth  of  the  stream  to  a  considerable  distance  out  into  the  ocean.  We  then 
returned  into  the  river,  and  crawling  on  the  shore  tried  several  approaches  to  a 
point  nearer  the  works,  and  finally  succeeded,  by  crawling  through  a  thorn  thicket, 
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in  getting  within  150  yards  of  a  number  of  Spaniards  at  work  on  the  top  of  the 
fortification.  Being  unable  to  determine  from  this  place  whether  there  were  any 
obstacles  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  (our  principal  object  in  going  there) ,  we 
concluded  to  try  to  approach  closer  by  going  out  into  the  ocean  and  making  an 
effort  to  reach  from  that  position  the  wall  of  the  magazine,  which  we  thought  we 
might  be  able  to  do  by  getting  the  magazine  between  us  and  the  men  at  work  on 
top  of  the  fort. 

Wishing  to  measure  the  distance  from  where  we  then  stood  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  we  paced  it,  in  a  squatting  position,  and  found  it  to  be  155  yards.  We 
were  in  plain  view  of  the  works  during  portions  of  this  time,  but  a  very  violent 
rain  storm,  with  gales  of  wind,  was  then  raging,  which  partially  drove  the  Span- 
iards under  cover. 

Taking  to  the  ocean  we  crawled  and  swam  out  and  began  to  approach  the  maga- 
zine, but  found  the  water  was  so  shallow  for  a  long  distance  out  from  the  shore 
that  it  would  scarcely  conceal  our  bodies  while  crawling.  It  had  now  stopped 
raining  and  men  began  to  work  on  the  sandbag  barricade,  which  extends  from 
the  fortification  to  the  edge  of  the  water.  We  remained  quiet  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  I  turned  over  in  the  water  so  as  to  show  my  face  only  above  its  surface. 
When  their  backs  were  turned  we  made  for  deeper  water,  and  as  they  finally 
went  back  into  the  fort  we  concluded  to  go  farther  out  from  shore  and  continue 
our  approach  toward  their  right  and  rear  for  a  nearer  view.  We  had  succeeded 
in  reaching  a  point  about  200  yards  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  fort  when  we  were 
discovered  by  a  sentinel,  who  gave  the  alarm.  There  was  considerable  commo- 
tion on  top  of  the  fort,  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  coming  to  the  top  of  the 
parapet  to  look  at  us.  Several  immediately  started  to  i-un  in  the  direction  of 
the  bridge  across  the  river  to  the  left  of  the  fort,  and,  fearing  they  meant  to  try 
and  cut  us  ofE  by  running  down  the  river  to  get  between  us  and  our  line,  we  beat 
as  hasty  a  retreat  as  we  could,  swimming  and  wading  in  water  up  to  our  necks. 
They  sent  several  soldiers  with  arms  into  the  water  opposite  their  works,  I  pre- 
sume for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  nearer  approach  on  our  part  in  the  direction 
of  their  right  flank  and  rear. 

We  came  out  just  south  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  wishing  to  pace  the  dis- 
tance back  to  our  line  from  where  we  had  left  off  pacing  at  the  river's  edge  I 
returned  to  a  place  on  the  road  near  that  point  and  paced  the  distance  back. 

During  the  commotion  on  top  of  the  fort,  and  seeing  us  in  the  water.  Major 
Strother  became  alarmed  lest  we  might  be  cut  ofE,  and  securing  a  detachment 
from  our  line  returned  to  our  assistance.  We  met  him  at  the  old  Spanish  trench, 
aboutSOO  yards  from  the  enemy. 

While  Lieutenant  Means  and  myself  were  making  this  reconnoissance.  Sergeant 
Troutworthy  remained  on  watch  alone  with  the  arms,  at  a  point  within  300  yards 
of  the  Spanish  lines,  in  order  to  protect  our  rear. 

Having  returned  to  our  own  line  we  went  along  it  for  the  purpose  of  warning 
our  pickets  that  we  were  going  to  reconnoiter  in  their  front  and  to  be  careful 
about  shooting.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  western  picket  post,  occupied  both  by 
our  forces  and  the  insurgents,  and  from  that  place  were  accompanied  by  Pri- 
vate Smith,  of  Company  M,  Thirteenth  Minnesota,  on  the  remainder  of  the 
reconnoissance. 

Leaving  Sergeant  Troutworthy  and  Private  Smith  at  a  house  on  the  side  of 
the  Calle  Real  (under  which  the  Spanish  had  formerly  constructed  and  used  a 
trench  for  their  outpost) ,  Major  Strother,  Lieutenant  Means,  and  myself  proceeded 
along  the  Calle  Real  to  its  intersection  with  a  road  which  runs  in  a  direction  per- 
pendicular to  it  and  generally  parallel  to  the  Spanish  works.  From  near  the 
junction  of  the  Calle  Real  with  this  road,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  river  and 
300  yards  from  the  Spanish  line,  we  reconnoitered  the  country  carefully,  and  then. 
Major  Strother  returning  to  the  house  to  get  the  two  men  left  there.  Lieutenant 
Means  and  myself  crawled  along  this  road  to  a  hedge  about  315  yards  away, 
reconnoitering  en  route  a  trench  used  as  a  picket  post  by  the  Spanish.  North  of 
the  hedge  we  found  a  number  of  trenches  used  by  Spanish  pickets,  but  they  were 
empty  when  reconnoitered  by  us.  Major  Strother  and  the  other  two  men  joined 
us  at  the  end  of  the  hedge  and  the  rest  of  the  reconnoissance  was  continued 
together. 

We  found  a  large  number  of  trenches,  doubtless  used  by  Spanish  pickets  at 
night,  and  while  proceeding  along  this  hedge  the  Spanish  continued  to  make  many 
motions,  apparently  to  some  one  in  front  of  their  lines,  but  we  could  find  no  one. 

At  the  edge  of  the  swamp,  while  returning  toward  our  line,  we  had  a  narrow 
escape  from  being  fired  upon  by  an  insurgent  outpost,  whose  near  proximity  we 
were  unaware  of. 

We  saw  many  Spaniards  during  the  reconnoissance,  and,  while  crossing  the 
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swamp,  within  400  yards  and  in  plain  view  of  their  line,  a  number  of  Spanish  offi- 
cers discovered  us,  but,  by  running,  we  got  across  and  into  the  brush  before  they 
could  get  men  to  fire. 

We  continued  our  reconnoissance  on  the  east  side  of  the  swamp  through  the 
insurgent  trenches  and  into  a  building,  which  is  situated  150  yards  from  block- 
house No.  14.  By  climbing  into  the  eaves  of  this  building  and  making  a  hole 
through  the  thatched  roof  we  obtained  a  good  view  of  blockhouse  No.  14  and 
of  that  portion  of  the  trench  in  its  immediate  vicinity. 

The  character  of  the  defenses  and  the  topographical  features  of  the  country  are 
clearly  indicated  by  conventional  signs  and  explanatory  notes  made  on  the  face 
of  the  colored  sketch  herewith  inclosed.  This  is  a  tracing  of  a  sketch  made  by 
me.  As  the  terrane  east  of  the  swamp  has  already  been  thoroughly  reconnoitered 
and  reported  upon,  no  sketch  of  that  portion  of  the  reconnoissance  is  submitted. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  especially  invite  your  attention  to  the  assistance  ren- 
dered me  by  Major  Strother,  Lieutenant  Means,  and  Sergeant  Troutworthy.  I 
would  respectfully  request  that  they  be  given  such  commendation  and  credit  as 
may  be  considered  due  for  conduct  which  involved  very  great  risk  to  life,  and  was 
characterized  by  coolness,  courage,  and  other  soldierly  qualities. 
Very  respectfully, 

J,  F.  Bell, 
Major  of  Engineers,  in  Charge. 


Hdqes.  Dept.  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Office  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  £9,  1898.      ■ 
Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  the  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  relative  to  the  work  of  signal  parties 
during  recent  operations: 

The  day  immediately  following  the  arrival  of  the  signal  command  in  Manila 
Bay,  July  31,  it  was  disembarked  and  assigned  quarters  at  Cavite,  and  prepara- 
tions were  at  once  made  for  the  connection  of  this  point,  then  the  base  of  supplies, 
with  the  advanced  camp  of  troops  before  Manila.  Although  by  direct  route  from 
Cavite  to  the  camp  the  distance  did  not  exceed  8  miles,  the  distance  around  by 
land  was  at  least  twice  as  great,  and  through  a  country  difficult  at  all  times,  but 
rendered  nearly  impassable  during  the  heavy  rains  then  prevalent  and  the  great 
heat. 

There  was  utter  lack  of  the  ordinary  army  transportation,  so  that  the  only 
recourse  in  this  respect  was  to  the  small  ponies  and  native  carts  of  the  country; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  road  and  the  lack  of  facilities,  the  base 
was  placed  in  communication  with  Bacoor,  the  insurgent  headquarters;  Para- 
naque,  the  secondary  base;  the  camp,  and  the  trenches  in  less  than  four  days — no 
great  feat  apparently  to  those  not  familiar  with  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome, 
but  one,  under  the  circumstances,  calculated  to  tax  the  endurance  and  persever- 
ance of  the  men  to  the  utmost,  and  bring  into  marked  prominence  their  indiffer- 
ence to  hardship  and  privation  and  their  devotion  to  duty,  and  indicating  in  the 
most  unmistakable  manner  the  capacity  of  their  officers  to  command. 

During  the  period  of  line  construction  communication  between  the  several 
transports  was  maintained  by  flag  detachments,  and,  after  completion  of  the 
telegraph,  reports  were  transmitted  through  the  elevated  flag  station  at  Cavite, 
from  the  most  advanced  position  of  the  line  to  both  the  fleet  and  the  navy;  and 
from  the  time  of  its  completion  to  the  day  of  the  assault  the  telegraph  and  flag 
system  was  of  the  utmost  importance  in  informing  the  different  commanders  of 
the  condition  of  their  troops  and  supplies,  the  progress  of  affairs  at  the  front,  and 
the  character  of  the  almost  nightly  engagements  at  the  trenches,  during  one  of 
which  the  hazardous  work  performed  by  Corporal  Dozier  and  Private  Greene,  in 
repairing  the  field-telegraph  line  under  a  hot  fire,  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  call 
forth  the  special  commendation  of  the  brigade  commander. 

On  the  night  of  August  13,  orders  having  been  issued  for  the  disposition  of 
troops  and  the  assault  the  next  day,  five  signal  details,  each  under  the  command 
of  an  officer,  were  made;  one  each  to  the  division  commander,  the  two  brigade 
commanders,  and  the  reserve;  and  an  important  station  was  established  on  the 
beach,  with  instructions  not  only  to  maintain  communications  of  the  army,  but 
to  facilitate  the  cooperation  of  the  navy  by  the  display  of  prearranged  signals  for 
the  control  of  their  fire,  not  only  during  the  bombardment  of  the  fort  and  the 
enemy's  line  of  trenches,  but  for  directing  its  fire  in  front  of  the  army  during  its 
advance. 
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On^y  f,ne.  of  r.tr^  ^ro,r,  ,he  in,re.c^,„^„.  ,r.  by  ..y  or^  br..^,  ,„  ^^y  ,,^  ^„^ 

.  ^'""'i   ^   ''""^  ^roir,  rear-  of  fhe  h/oc/r  hoose   on  y-/?e/r /^/-^    Th,\  .^^  /  A 

iriTnir— I  in    ll    l    muni    jimi  __     i...,,,,  ■  ^^'^  r<,:,c/^oes  ^rourd  i/y^  m^rsh. 


This  is  a-f-horn  fh, 
jinpsssabe  -for 


Block  House 
A/9/4: 


Wsfer  no/  deep  and.easi/y  forded 

frdJTt  f}otiT/  A  "eir/ej7din6  out 

in-fo   ocean  from  /Sofo'^ZQn 

yards-^  _ 

From'  A  to      Bend  deep  and 

swift,  hst  fordab/e. 

Fronj     Bend  to  Br/dSenot 

be/,eved  toitt;Yprd3b/e. 


/  ron  hu/Zronvurec/red 
steam. 

777C  remains  of  a  pond      ^ 
house,  iron  posts  set/n  concra 

\b/i    ■ 


-     -ti;L_      -^^       r3'.       <r^     ',Cgi„^  ' 


,  Thissn^mpis     -'--    ^^^i' 

!  [fordable  any  where^..  '^-^, 

\  I   ttetotv  American          A% 

1  I   trtnch  and  above     ;f^i 


Fronj'A'to      Bene/  c/eep  and       V 


/  ron  hulkonwree/red 
steam- 

^/7c  i-emairjs  of  a  pond 
house,  iron poTfs  set lo  conan, 


'-Bamboo  i>rush  cut donn and /y/nd /n p/'/es. 
y^Trees    cut  down   /rreduJar/y. 
Houses  6urnt  off  on  port  shaded //pus  ^^^= 


This  brush  /'s  a  serious  oi>si^c/e  -to  rapid 
prodress,  but  progress  can  be  made 
throudti  H-  S/ow/y.  Ji  scr&ens  approach. 


■Si    '''a    -pj 


\  '5  '^    ^^  <:%    'S    %         &, 


I  %  '^   '^  'i' 

I  '^^,  '4i  ® 

I     Jvi    ^<M 

I  So 

\^  '% 


3  reconnaissance  made 

by 

Major  T.  H.  BeH,  U.  S.  Vol.  Bijr 

accompanied  by 
Major  L.H.  SfrofheoU.S.VoiEn^r 
Lieut  /p.  W.  Means,  /^Coio.  Inf. 

Au6.  lo,  /898. 
Scale:  Inch -IS yards. 


f|?.,    '^     •%     L^j    #  «^^^S|' 

^^  ^"-      u4         Vti        ^^-t       r^ 


rex 


CiiS 


J-  ^-  ^. 

->■■■  ■"•••   '^,1 5?' 

-'-■•«.® 

J...        CS5f 
disused  dam  ■*■■   <3 

v..  .*■•■•  v.-    i.'S^i; 

swamp  IS      v.-     -  jj^<!.) 

fordable  any  nltere^..,  %~^, 
below  American  '~>~.'^ 
trench  and  above  ^^sj 
dam..*  •'■■  ■;•-■  "■■;3i%; 
eelieyedtobe  -'•■■■  Vg, 
fordable  be/on*  v^ .  t?i5\?* 


V".  V- 
v.. .    V.., 


Ge.neral         i  ndicaf/on  of     American       fine 


.Spanish     lines. 
American    lines. 

rfoutes  followed  on  Ifeconnoissgnce. 

a^  a,  cv  a-  Out  Post  trencher  ncd  occupied  when  reconnoitred. 


V...  aV'^ 
=        v.-    '?/^ 

-•■■■     ^.@ 

§^ 

25. 


BlocH  House 


T-'-r 
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The  efBciency  of  the  signal  parties  can  perhaps  be  best  illustrated  by  stating 
that  during  the  engagement  the  different  parts  or  the  army  were  at  all  times  in 
actual  cooperation  until  the  carriage  of  the  works  and  the  entrance  of  the  troops 
into  the  city,  touch  being  temporarily  lost  only  while  carrying  forward  the  line 
and  establishing  stations  under  fire.  The  party  designated  to  signal  the  navy 
maintained  its  positions,  either  with  or  in  advance  of  the  firing  line,  and  its  signal 
flags  were  the  fii'st  emblems  of  the  United  States  to  be  msplayed  within  the 
enemy's  works. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  during  all  the  the  operations, 
both  preceding  and  during  the  assault,  each  individual  of  the  signal  detachment, 
officer  and  man,  performed  his  duty  in  every  respect  with  the  most  scrupulous 
and  zealous  devotion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  Thompson, 
Chief  Signal  Officer  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Volunteers. 


Appendix  8. 

Report  of  Capt.  E.  A.  McKenna,  Commanding  First  Company,  Volunteer  Signal 

Corps. 

Manila,  P.  I.,  August  17, 1898. 
Maj.  R.  E.  Thompson, 

Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  Chief  Signal  Offixier, 

Department  of  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  battle  at  Manila, 
August  13,  1898: 

On  that  morning  my  company  consisted  of  55  men,  and  was  distributed  as 
follows: 

At  Cavite:  Sergeants  Knapp  and  Mowbray;  Corporals  Vose  and  Schoeneman; 
Privates  Banning,  Biebel,  B,yan,  Scheuer,  Reeves. 

At  Bakoor:  Sergeant  Sloan,  Corporals  Stock  and  Lindholm. 

At  Paranaque:  Sergeant  Neal,  Privates  Holloway  and  Williams. 

At  Camp  Dewey:  Sergeant  McKtastry,  Corporals  Smith  and  Bietau,  Privates 
Reed  and  Neal. 

On  board  S.  S.  Newport :  Corporal  Jones,  Privates  Daley  and  Stewart. 

In  Second  Brigade  hospital:  Corporal  Emerson. 

At  front:  With  Lieutenant  Rudd,  Sergeant  Watkins,  Privates  Ten  Eyck,  Logan, 
and  Ray;  with  Lieutenant  Kilbourne,  Privates  Fowle,  Curtis,  Dunn,  and  Wal- 
ters; vsdth  Lieutenant  Perkins,  Sergeant  Cunningham,  Privates  Burgess,  Gor- 
such,  Greene,  Mize,  Rudrew,  and  Russell;  with  Lieutenant  Chance,  Sergeant 
Dozier,  Corporal  Gordon,  Privates  Forman,  Gellerman,  Inman,  Hopkins,  and 
Cutler.  My  detail  consisted  of  Sergeants  Gibbs,  KeUy,  Sellar,  and  Jurs;  Cor- 
poral Howser,  and  Privates  Cooke,  Wadak,  Shalda,  and  Prazier. 

The  officers,  with  the  various  details  as  above,  left  Camp  Dewey  at  6  a.  m. 
Lieutenant  Chance  and  detail  were  sent  to  establish  an  ofiBce  at  General  Mac- 
Arthur's  headquarters,  he  being  assigned  as  chief  signal  officer.  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Lieutenant  Perkins  and  detail  were  assigned  to  take  charge  of  office  established 
at  church,  he  being  chief  signal  officer.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth 
Army  Corps. 

Lieutenant  Kilbourne  and  detail  went  to  Pasay  with  myself  and  opened  an 
office.  Lieutenant  Kilbourne  being  assigned  as  chief  signal  officer  of  reserve. 

After  opening  an  office  at  General  Anderson's  headquarters  at  main  reserve. 
Lieutenant  Rudd  and  detail  were  left  in  charge  of  said  office. 

Myself  and  detail  went  to  the  beach  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  intrenchments 
and  established  a  signal  office  in  rear  of  hulk. 

All  of  the  above  offices  were  working  O.  K.  at  7.30  a.  m. 

At  9.30  the  fleet  began  the  bombardment  of  the  Spanish  fortifications,  the  signal 
corps  with  their  fla^s  indicating  the  exact  spot  where  each  shot  took  effect,  also 
directipg  the  flagship  whether  their  shots  were  too  high  or  too  low. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  my  detachment  signaled  the  fleet  to  cease  firing,  and  immediately 
thereafter  the  advance  of  the  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  General  Greene, 
was  begnin. 

Sergeants  Gibbs  and  Jurs  carried  signal  corps  flags  on  the  left  flank  of  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  which  was  directly  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  Privates 
Frazier  and  Wadak  supported  them. 
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The  Spanish  intrenchments  were  gained  by  our  troops  of  the  Second  Brigade 
at  10  35  a.  m.  At  10.50  a.  ta.  telegraph  communication  was  made  mside  the 
Spanish  intrenchments  with  our  troops,  the  wire  having  been  strung  from  pre- 
vious station  by  Sergeants  Kelly  and  Sellar  and  Corporal  Howser  and  Privates 
Burgess  and  Gorsuch,  from  Lieutenant  Perkins's  detail.  At  the  same  time  First- 
class  Sergeant  Chadwick,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  United  States  Army,  assisted  in 
the  work.  Wire  was  then  strung  some  half  a  mile  farther  and  an  office  opened 
in  an  English  house  in  the  outskirts  of  Malate. 

Wire  was  interrupted  for  a  short  time  on  account  of  troops  passing  over  it  and 
breaking  connection.  Everything,  however,  was  in  first-class  worMng  order  at 
3  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Rudd  and  his  detachment  were  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  Malate, 
there  being  no  further  occasion  for  office  at  the  main  reserve. 

Lieutenant  Kilbourne,  with  his  detachment,  was  ordered  to  close  office  at 
Pasay  and  report  to  me  at  Malate. 

Lieutenant  Rudd  reported  to  me  at  4.30  p.  m.,  and  Lieutenant  Kilbourne  at 
4.45  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Chance  and  detachment  were  ordered  to  return  to  Camp 
Dewey.  The  telegraph  ofiSce,  with  Lieutenant  Kilbourne  in  charge,  remained 
at  Malate,  and  my  detachment,  also  Lieutenant  Rudd's,  came  toward  the  city  of 
Manila  and  established  an  ofQce  at  General  Anderson's  headquarters. 

When  General  Greene's  troops  entered  the  intrenchments,  I  notified  General 
MacArthur,  on  the  right  wing,  that  the  Second  Brigade  had  gained  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  and  that  the  Spaniards  had  apparently  abandoned  the  same  upon 
the  commencement  of  the  bombardment  by  the  fleet. 

I  wish  to  commend  the  bravery  of  all  the  men  in  my  detachment,  and  especially 
the  good  services  rendered  by  Sergeants  Gibbs,  Kelly,  Jurs,  and  SeUar,  and  Cor- 
poral Howser.  I  also  wish  to  call  attention  to  reports  of  Lieutenants  Chance, 
Perkins,  Kilbourne,  and  Rudd,  which  are  hereto  attached  and  made  a  part  of  this 
report. 

When  connection  was  first  made  inside  the  Spanish  intrenchments,  at  10.50 
a.  m.,  the  men  of  my  detachment,  and  also  First-class  Sergeant  Chadwick,  were 
subjected  to  the  fire  of  the  Spanish  soldiers,  but  fortunately  none  was  hit  with 
the  enemy's  bullets. 

While  the  office  was  being  established  in  the  English  house  heretofore  men- 
tioned, and  while  two  of  my  men  were  busily  engaged  running  the  wire  through 
the  window,  a  fusilade  of  shots  was  fired  through  the  window,  my  men  narrowly 
escaping  serious  injury.  A  private  of  the  Colorado  regiment  was  seriously 
wounded  in  the  neck  within  a  very  few  feet  of  where  my  men  were  at  work. 

Every  man  of  the  First  Company  of  the  Signal  Corps  was  anxious  to  be  the  first 
to  cross  the  Spanish  intrenchments,  and  all,  vnthout  exception,  did  their  duty  in 
the  positions  assigned  to  them.     „.       ,  ^  j.,     ^    ^  . 

A  red  and  a  white  flag  of  the  Signal  Corps  were  the  first  American  emblems 
shown  within  the  Spanish  intrenchments,  being  there  some  minutes  before  the 
Spanish  flag  was  pulled  down  and  the  American  flag  run  up  in  its  place. 

Established  a  telegraph  office  at  General  Anderson's  headquarters  near  walled 
city  at  4.45  p.  m. ,  putting  him  in  telegraphic  communication  with  all  the  troops 
of  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Hereto  I  append  report  of  trip  from  San  Francisco  to  Manila. 


In  pursuance  of  orders  issued  by  Major-General  Otis,  dated  Camp  Merritt,  June 
35  the  First  Company  of  the  Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  consisting  of  5  officers  and  55 
men  left  Camp  Merritt  June  26, 1898,  at  11  a.  m. ,  and  marched  to  pier  No.  7,  San 
Francisco  dock,  arriving  there  at  13.15  p.m.,  going  on  board  the  steamship  Indiana, 

en  route  to  Manila.  ,._.  .  -r.     ■  ^  ^  ■■,   ■,  ^     =,  ^ 

Two  men  of  the  Signal  Corps,  viz,  Dozier  and  Howser,  were  detailed  for  duty 
on  the  Morgan  City;  Privates  Dunn  and  Frazier  were  detailed  for  duty  on  the 
Ohio-  Privates  Jones  and  Daley  on  the  City  of  Para,  and  Privates  Gordon  and 
Cutler  on  the  steamer  Valencia,  which  steamers,  with  the  Indiana,  formed  the 
third  expedition  to  the  Philippines,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  MacArthur. 

The  expedition  steamed  out  of  harbor  at  San  Francisco  June  37.  On  the  way 
out  of  harbor  signajs  were  exchanged  between  Signal  Corps  men  on  steamship 
Indiana  and  flag  stations  along  the  entrance  to  the  harbor. 

June  £8.— Sea  very  rough.  Early  m  the  morning  messages  were  sent  from  the 
Indiana  by  Privates  Jurs,  Stock,  and  Knapp  to  other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  the  send- 
ing flagmen  having  to  be  lashed  to  the  bridge  on  account  of  rough  sea. 

On  trip  from  San  Francisco  to  Honolulu  there  were  no  incidents  of  any  impor- 
tance. " 
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Monday,  July  4. — All  drills  were  suspended,  and  exercises  in  commeraoration 
of  our  national  birthday  were  held  on  the  cabin  deck,  consisting  of  music  by  the 
band,  oration  by  Major  Lord,  music  and  chorus.  General  MacArthur  acted  as 
president  of  the  day. 

Sighted  Hawaiian  Islands  at  3.30  a.  m.  July  6.  Made  Honolulu  Harbor  at  6 
a.  m.     Ohio  and  City  of  Para  already  in  port.    Morgan  City  arrived  at  noon. 

All  men  of  Si^al  Corps  were  allowed  to  go  on  shore  July  6  and  7,  and  Valencia 
arrived  at  midnight  on  July  6. 

On  July  7  the  First  Company  of  Signal  Corps  was  landed  in  a  body  from  the 
Indiana  and  marched  to  the  palace  grounds,  where  they  were  served  an  elegant 
luncheon  by  the  citizens  of  Honolulu,  the  officers  being  entertained  by  the  officers 
of  the  Hawaiian  national  guard  at  their  bungalow. 

The  Indiana,  Valencia,  Morgan  City,  City  of  Para,  and  Ohio  left  Honolulu  Har- 
bor Friday  morning,  but  on  account  of  machinery  of  Indiana  being  out  of  order, 
the  fleet  returned  to  the  entrance  to  the  port. 

During  stay  in  port  at  Honolulu  the  Signal  Corps  was  engaged  in  sending  mes- 
sages between  the  various  ships  by  flag.  The  fleet  finally  sailed  from  Honolulu 
at  3.80  p.  m.  July  9. 

The  weather  from  San  Francisco  to  Honolulu  was  not  excessively  warm,  but 
after  leaving  Honolulu  it  began  to  get  unbearable. 

Up  to  July  20  no  incident  of  importance  occurred  except  the  death  of  a  private 
of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  on  July  14. 

Private  Ralph  E.  Bowers  of  the  Signal  Corps  died  at  7.35  p.  m.  on  July  20.  He 
was  first  taken  sick  on  July  17,  complaining  of  indigestion.  From  best  informa- 
tion obtainable ,  it  appears  that  he  overloaded  his  stomach  with  canned  goods ,  and ,  a 
short  time  after,  he  went  down  into  the  engine  room,  where  the  thermometer 
was  about  120  degrees,  and  immediately  after  coming  out  of  the  engine  room  took 
a  shower  bath.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  on  the  17th.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th 
he  seemed  to  be  much  better,  having  passed  a  quiet  night.  At  7  o'clock  p.  m.  on 
July  20  Captain  McKenna,  Sergeant  Gibbs,  and  Corporal  Smith  went  to  see  him, 
there  being  no  appreciable  change  in  his  condition;  but  a  few  minutes  later  it 
was  noticed  that  death  was  imminent.  He  passed  away  quietly,  with  scarcely  a 
struggle.  The  doctors  pronounced  the  cause  of  death  to  be  heat  exhaustion  and 
heart  failure. 

A  list  of  the  effects  of  Private  Bowers  was  made  by  the  captain  and  witnessed 
by  Lieutenants  Chance  and  Perkins. 

Thursday,  July  21,  the  remains  of  Private  Bowers  were  consigned  to  the  sea  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m.,  from  port  side  of  the  ship,  in  longitude  155°  46'  east,  and  latitude 
30°  48'  north.  'The  service  of  the  Episcopal  Church  was  read,  and  six  pallbearers 
and  the  whole  company  were  present  at  the  ceremony,  including  the  company 
officers;  also  General  MacArthur,  and  Colonel  Overshine  of  the  'Twenty-third 
Infantry.  The  band  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  played  a  funeral  march  and 
"  Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee."    Taps  were  sounded. 

Up  to  this  date,  a  morning  drill  of  one  hour  and  an  afternoon  drill  of  one  hour 
in  wand  practice  were  had  on  board  ship;  also  inspection  of  arms  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. ; 
but  subsequent  to  this  date  the  weather  was  so  warm  that  these  drills  and  inspec- 
tions were  dispensed  with. 

Lieutenant  Kerr,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  died  at  9.80  p.  m.  on  the  21st,  and  was 
buried  Friday,  July  22,  at  9.80  a.  m.,  from  the  port  side  of  the  ship.  Corporal 
Vose  was  quite  ill  July  23,  with  neuralgia. 

We  passed  the  Ladrone  Islands  Friday  evening,  July  22. 

July  25  and  26, 1  served  with  general  court-martial  on  board  Indiana. 

The  fleet  arrived  at  Cavite  at  4  p.  m.  July  81,  and  cast  anchor. 

The  harbor  was  sighted  at  9  a.  m.,  but  several  hours'  delay  was  occasioned  wait- 
ing for  the  Morgan  City  and  Valencia. 

On  the  voyage,  the  quarters  of  the  men  were  as  good  as  could  be  expected, 
owing  to  the  crowded  condition  on  board.  The  health  of  the  men  was  fairly  good 
as  an  average. 

More  fresh  vegetables  would  have  been  conducive  to  good  health,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  bring  such  articles  of  food  such  a  long  distance.  With  one  excep- 
tion, no  serious  illness  prevailed. 

Distance  traveled  from  San  Francisco  to  Manila,  6,995  nautical  miles. 

Hereto  attached  are  reports  of  Lieutenants  Chance,  Perkins,  Kilbourne,  and 
Eudd,  covering  their  detached  duties  during  campaign  ending  in  the  capture  of 
Manila 

E.  A.  McKenna, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Volunteer  Signal  Corps. 

9  M  G 
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Report  of  lAeut.  William  W,  Chance,  First  Ideutenunt  Voluntp^r  Signal  Corps, 

August  IS,  1898. 

I  was  assigned  for  duty  as  chief  signal  officer  of  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Eighth.  Army  Corps,  at  the  headquarters  of  General  Mac  Arthur,  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  attacking'  line,  with  the  following  men:  Sergeant  Dozier,  Corporal 
Gordon,  Privates  Hopkins,  Gellerman,  Forinan,  Cutler,  and  Inman.  Corporal 
Gordon  had  been  detailed  to  set  up  instrument  at  this  station  on  the  evening  of 
the  12th. 

Left  Camp  Dewey  at  6  o'clock  a.m.,  following  the  main  telegraph  line  for  about 
1  mile  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Anderson ;  then  proceeded  to  our  station  in  the 
trenches  on  the  right  between  the  Astor  and  IJtah  batteries,  arriving  at  7.30,  and 
reporting  to  General  MacArthur,  who  had  reached  there  shortly  before.  Wire 
working  well.  Wire  open  at  7.50.  Sent  out  Dozier  and  Hopkins,  who  found 
wire  grounded.    Cleared  it  and  reported  back  at  8.05. 

At  11.30  sent  Sergeant  Dozier  to  the  front  with  message  for  General  MacArthur. 
At  12  sent  Hopkins  to  the  front  with  message  for  General  MacArthur,  distance 
about  li  miles.  Cutler  accompanied  him  about  half  way,  to  relay  reply,  if  any. 
At  2.20  p.  m.  I  delivered  message  to  General  MacArthur,  who,  I  found,  had  raised 
flag  in  Paco  and  was  entering  Malate. 

At  6.10  moved  telegraph  instrument  to  second  floor  for  protection  from  rain. 

At  6.55  received  orders  from  you  to  return  to  Camp  Dewey  with  instmment 
and  extra  supplies,  which  orders  were  carried  out. 

During  the  engagement  the  men  under  my  command  worked  diligently  and 
faithfully,  rendering  very  efficient  service. 

The  file  of  telegrams  received  and  sent  during  the  day  shows:  Messages  sent, 
31;  received,  21;  the  greater  portion  of  the  work  having  been  done  between  the 
hours  of  8.30  a.  m.  and  3.30  p.  m. 


Report  of  lAeut.  William  W.  Chance,  Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  detached  duty, 

August  3  to  21,  1898. 

Was  in  command  of  detachment  at  Cavite,  Philippine  Islands,  August  3.  Pur- 
chased two  horses,  giving  order  on  quartermaster  for  $150,  Mexican.  At  1  p.  m. 
detailed  Privates  Sohoeneman  and  Powle  to  cut  our  wire  in  at  the  insurgents' 
telegraph  office,  Cavite,. to  complete  circuit  over  insurgents'  wire  from  Cavite 
Arsenal  to  Bakoor,  or  to  point  of  Lieutenant  Kilboume's  detachment.  After  cut- 
ting wire  in,  Schoeneman  went  out  the  line  3  or  4  miles  and  returned  vnth  report 
that  it  was  in  good  condition. 

August  4,  5,  6,  and  7. — At  9  a.  m.,  4th,  Sergeant  Knapp  and  Private  Reeves 
started  on  horseback  to  carry  coppers  to  you  (Captain  McK.).  I  purchased  a 
horse,  giving  order  on  depot  quartermaster  for  $70,  Mexican.  Lieutenant  Rudd, 
with  Schoeneman  and  Fowle,  started  on  horseback  at  9.45  a.  m.  to  clear  line  from 
Cavite  until  you  and  party  were  met.  At  6.45  p.  m.,  as  the  wire  had  not  as  yet 
begun  working,  I  concluded  that  something  was  wrong  between  Cavite  and 
Lieutenant  Rudd's  detachment,  so,  with  Sergeants  Jurs,  Neal,  and  Mowbray,  I 
started  out  to  repair  line.  When  at  a  point  about  If  miles  from  Cavite  Arsenal, 
discovered  a  bad  cross,  the  upper  and  lower  vnres  being  twisted  together  in  such 
shape  that  it  was  necessary  to  cut  out  about  300  yards  of  the  upper  wire.  After 
cutting  the  wire,  tying  up  the  ends,  and  putting  in  several  pole  supports,  went  on 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  tested  back  to  Cavite,  finding  wire  clear.  'This  work  occu- 
pied four  hours'  time,  owing  to  a  heavy  rain  storm  and  nearly  total  darkness. 

From  this  point  to  Baleta,  which  is  about  8  miles,  found  wire  oflE  many  insula- 
tors, and  quite  a  number  of  places  where  it  was  necessary  to  clear  away  overhang- 
ing limbs  which  interfered.  In  Baleta  is  a  telegraph  office  operated  by  the 
insurgents,  which  it  was  believed  interrupted  the  working  of  our  instrument. 
We  therefore  proceeded  a  little  beyond  and  made  a  test,  but  were  unable  to  raise 
Cavite.  It  was  evident  that  the  trouble  was  in  the  insurgents'  office.  We  returned, 
cut  the  office  out,  and  made  another  test,  which  proved  conclusively  that  this 
office  was  the  cause  of  the  break,  as  the  line  now  worked  clear  through  to  our 
Cavite  office.  The  above  office  was  cut  out  at  4.20  a.  m.  the  5th.  About  one-half 
mile  before  reaching  Bakoor,  found  that  new  wire  had  been  strung  from  other 
direction,  and  I  recognized  our  insulators.  At  this  point  I  was  unable  to  raise 
either  Cavite  or  Bakoor,  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  new  wire  had  been  strung, 
I  concluded  that  the  programme  had  been  changed;  hence,  I  pushed  on  to  Bakoor, 
arriving  there  at  8.45  a.  m.,  to  meet  you,  and  received  orders  to  take  your  squad 
and  string  wire  back  to  Cavite  as  soon  as  possible.    Strung  insulated  wire  down 
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to  and  across  Bakoor  River  and  about  3  miles  beyond,  then  took  up  iron  wire  as  far 
as  Cavite  Viejo.  Here  you  caught  up  to  us,  and  gave  further  orders  regarding  the 
line,  then  went  back  to  Bakoor.  Leaving  Cavite  Viejo  in  two  squads,  work  was 
divided  up.  Squad  under  Sergeant  Knapp  wired  up  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
Baleta,  connecting  the  wire  put  up  by  my  squad,  my  men  having  gone  on  through 
and  beyond  the  village  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  It  then  being  8.30  p.  m. 
and  too  dark  to  continue  work,  I  took  the  men  back  to  Baleta,  where  we  stayed 
all  night,  rising  next  morning,  the  6th,  at  4,  and  started  ahead,  divided  as  before. 
Sergeant  Knapp,  Corporal  Sellar,  and  Private  Burgess  going  to  broken  bridge 
and  wiring  from  there  along  the  beach;  the  other  squad,  Privates  Hopkins, 
Schoeneman,  Logan,  Inman,  and  Beeves  continuing  and  connecting  at  broken 
bridge,  then  pushed  forward,  overtaking  first  squad  at  next  native  village.  From 
here  we  pushed  on  into  San  Roque,  where  we  ran  short  of  wire. 

I  went  into  Cavite  (about  a  mile  distant)  for  wire,  and  found  supply  exhausted. 
Lieutenant  Perkins  secured  boat,  went  to  the  Morgan  City,  and  brought  in  enough 
to  complete  line.  In  the  meantime  Private  Hopkins  had  come  in  vrith  carromato 
and  reported  that  they  had  also  run  short  of  insulators.  Loaded  wire  and  insu- 
lators on  carromato  and  returned  to  the  line,  taking  Biebel  and  Wadak  out  to 
relieve  Inman  and  Logan,  who  were  exhausted.  We  picked  up  the  wire  and  con- 
tinued work  until  8.30  p.  m.,  when  Private  Schoeneman  became  suddenly  ill.  I 
then  abandoned  the  job  until  next  morning  and  took  Schoeneman  in  to  the  hospital. 

At  5  a.  m.  of  the  7th  I  took  Sergeant  Neal,  Privates  Fowle,  Reeves,  Scheuer, 
and  Garsuch  out,  and  in  an  hour's  time  completed  the  line  so  that  communication 
was  opened  up  from  Cavite  to  Camp  Dewey  over  a  line  fully  28  miles  long,  includ- 
ing the  line  to  the  trenches. 

The  duties  as  assigned  to  and  assumed  voluntarily  by  the  men  were  performed 
with  the  utmost  alacrity  and  thoroughness,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  make 
special  mention  of  the  fact,  as  the  personnel  of  the  men  is  above  the  average,  and 
I  consider  it  the  least  I  can  do  by  highly  commending  their  actions. 

On  the  7th,  at  8  a.  m.,  as  per  your  instructions,  Corporal  Sellar,  Privates  Bur- 
gess, Hopkins,  Inman,  and  Logan,  with  the  train  of  five  carromatos,  started  back 
to  Camp  Dewey.  During  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  also  the  8th,  I  attended 
to  office  duties. 

August  9. — In  accordance  vnth  your  telegram,  I  left  Cavite  on  launch  at  4  p.  m. 
and  reported  to  you  at  Camp  Dewey  at  6.30  p.  m. 

Wm.  "W.  Chance, 
First  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Volunteer  Signal  Corps. 


Report  of  First  Lieut.  Philip  J.  Perkins,  Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  August  IS,  1898. 

Detachment  arrived  on  station,  designation  "  H,"  and  located  in  rear  of  small 
building  at  trenches,  this  being  the  headquarters  of  General  Greene,  at  7.15  o'clock 
a.  m.  This  office  had  been  previously  operated,  and  was  in  charge  of  Sergeant 
Cunningham,  who  was  detailed  to  remain  with  my  detachment,  the  personnel  of 
which  was  as  follows:  Sergeant  Cunningham;  Privates  Mize,  Burgess,  Garsuch, 
Greene,  Rudrew,  and  Russell. 

Reported  to  Colonel  Hawkins,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  in  charge,  as 
General  Greene  had  not  arrived.    Later,  reported  to  General  Greene. 

This  office  was  situated  on  wire  No.  1,  there  being  but  two  other  offices  con- 
nected up;  therefore  less  business  was  transacted  than  would  otherwise  have 
been  the  case.  However,  upward  of  15  official  messages  were  sent,  and  as  many 
more  received,  during  the  engagement.  Among  those  officers  availing  themselves 
of  the  use  of  the  wire  were  the  following:  Generals  Anderson,  Greene,  Babcock; 
Captains  Clark,  Young;  Lieutenants  McCain,  Gibbs,  and  others. 

Detailed  Cunningham  and  Greene  as  operators,  Garsuch  and  Mize  as  linemen, 
the  others  as  messengers,  and  am  pleased  to  report  that  without  exception  the 
duties  were  promptly  and  cheerfully  performed,  although  during  the  early  part 
of  the  day  a  heavy  rain  storm  was  in  progress. 

Made  notes  of  the  following:  First  shot  from  war  ship  fired  at  9.37  a.  m.  First 
shot  from  light  battery  at  intrenchments  at  9.45  a.  m.  A  few  stray  Mauser  bullets 
overhead  were  the  only  indication  of  hostilities  from  the  Spanish  side,  but  much 
artillery  fire  from  our  intrenchments.  General  Greene  soon  vacated  his  head- 
quarters, and  soon  thereafter,  acting  under  orders,  office  was  cut  out  and  removed 
to  beach.  Later,  orders  to  reestablish  at  old  quarters  without  interrupting  busi- 
ness were  received.  This  was  accomplished  by  making  a  loop,  but  on  account  of 
scarcity  of  wire  established  office  in  small  native  house  on  the  breastworks  some 
75  yards  nearer  beach  than  original  office. 
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Private  Wadak  reported  for  duty  with  this  detachment  in  the  afternoon,  and 
all  were  present  at  retreat. 

Divided  the  time  so  that  each  man  stood  one  and  one-half  hours'  watch  during 
the  night.    On  your  request  sent  Garsuoh  and  Burgess  to  assist  with  line. 

Line  in  operation  till  about  9  o'clock,  when  break  occurred.  Sent  out  Sergeant 
Cunningham  and  Privates  Russell,  Garsuch,  and  Mize,  who  returned  about  10 
o'clock,  having  found  and  repaired  leak. 

No  provision  had  been  made  for  commissary  supplies,  and  the  men  began  to  feel 
the  need  of  food,  so  about  noon,  after  having  failed  to  learn  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  office  and  men,  I  decided  to  send  to  Camp  Dewey  for  supplies,  detail- 
ing two  men  for  this  duty.  Before  their  return  word  was  received  to  take  my 
detachment  to  Camp  Dewey,  leaving  operator  to  attend  to  office.  This  was  done, 
one  man  returning  to  take  rations  to  men  left  at  Station  H.  Reported  at  Camp 
Dewey  to  pack  and  help  move  effects  to  new  station  near  Manila.  Lieutenant 
Chance  in  charge  at  Camp  Dewey.  Reported  to  him,  thereby  concluding  tour  of 
duty  of  detachment  assigned  the  previous  day. 

I  again  vsrish  to  express  my  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  the  men  under  cir- 
cumstances which  were  trying  and  well  calculated  to  test  a  man's  nerve  to  the 
utmost,  viz,  performing  the  duties  of  messengers  and  operators  during  action  in 
che  field. 

Philip  J.  Perkins, 
First  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Volunteer  Signal  Corps. 


Report  of  First  lAeut.  Charles  E.  Kilboume,  jr. 

On  June  9  I  reported  for  duty  in  San  Francisco,  Cal. ,  and  was  ordered  to  organ- 
ize and  drill  the  Volunteer  Signal  Corps  men  then  at  Camp  Merritt.  I  proceeded 
at  once  to  Camp  Merritt,  and  on  the  following  day  issued  orders  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  camp  of  the  Signal  Corps,  with  the  hours  for  meals,  roll  calls,  and 
drills.  There  were  four  hours'  drill  each  day,  and  rapid  progress  was  made  in  the 
signal  drill  conducted  by  First-class  Sergt.  Thomas  B.  Home,  Signal  Corps,  United 
States  Army,  and  in  the  school  of  the  soldier,  which  I  conducted  in  person.  In  the 
latter  I  was  greatly  assisted  by  First-class  Sergeant  Gibbs  and  Privates  Knapp  and 
Jurs.  On  June  25  you  assumed  command  of  the  camp,  continuing  me  as  tactical 
officer  under  your  direction. 

From  June  25  to  August  3  I  held  no  independent  command.  On  the  latter  date, 
after  a  casco  loaded  with  stores  and  men  had  been  landed  at  Paranaque,  I  was 
given  a  squad  of  8  men — Sergeant  Sloan,  Corporals  Kelly  and  McKinstry,  and 
Privates  Hopkins,  Bietau,  Gellerman,  Cooke,  and  Lindholm — with  orders  to  mn 
a  wire  in  the  direction  of  Cavite,  using  the  insurgents'  poles,  and  making  as  rapid 
progress  as  possible.  Loading  three  carromatos  vnth  telegraph  materials,  and 
having  each  man  carry  his  carbine  and  ammunition  belt,  we  attached  the  wire 
to  the  pole  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Paranaque  River  and  started.  The  men 
worked  with  a  will  under  direction  of  Corporal  Kelly,  who,  being  a  practical 
lineman,  was  given  charge  of  the  details,  and  we  were  soon  beyond  the  hmits 
of  the  city.  The  insurgents  had  two  wires  strung  on  the  poles  and  we  cut  in  on 
the  lower  one,  appropriating  about  3+  miles  of  it.  Here  their  line  branched  off 
and  we  had  to  string  our  own  wire  again.  After  proceeding  about  a  mile  farther 
I  decided  not  to  return  to  Paranaque  for  food  and  blankets,  as  it  would  require 
about  two  hours,  but  to  live  on  the  country  and  use  every  hour  of  daylight  for 
work.  Leaving  the  men  under  command  of  Sergeant  Sloan,  I  went  ahead  to  the 
town  of  Bacoor,  found  the  insurgents'  headquarters,  and  asked  for  General 
Aguinaldo.  He  was  not  in  town,  but  I  obtained  from  his  adjutant,  Lieut.  Col. 
Lazaro  Makapag,  a  room  for  my  men  and  supper  for  the  whole  detachment,  and 
from  the  local  president  permission  to  set  up  our  instruments  in  their  local  tele- 
graph office  and  to  use  their  wires  to  communicate  with  Cavite,  where  an  office 
of  the  Signal  Corps  had  already  been  established.  Returning  to  my  squad,  I 
ordered  them  to  stop  work  for  the  night.  Throughout  the  day  heavy  rain  had 
fallen,  drenching  the  men  to  the  skin;  the  roads  were  abominable,  and  the  work 
was  frequently  interrupted  to  lift  the  carts  out  of  deep  mud  holes,  but  I  heard  no 
complaint  from  any  of  the  men,  though  a  long  sea  voyage  had  unfitted  them 
for  such  heavy  labor.  Corporal  Kelly  took  the  lead  in  cheerfulness,  and  I  can  not 
praise  his  work  too  highly. 

After  supper  I  took  Corporal  Kelly  and  Private  Hopkins  to  the  telegraph  office, 
and  connecting  our  instruments  to  their  wires  endeavored  to  raise  Cavite,  but 
without  success.    We  could  hear  the  alphabet  used  on  a  Wheatstone  instrument, 
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and  finding  that  there  was  suoh  a  station  between  us  and  Cavite  decided  that 
that  was  the  difficulty.  The  local  authorities  were  angry  at  the  cutting  of  their 
wire,  but  I  refused  to  discuss  the  matter  with  anyone  but  General  Aguinaldo, 
whom  I  had  decided  to  visit  on  the  following  morning,  hoping  to  obtain  permis- 
sion to  use  his  whole  line  until  our  own  had  been  run.  This  I  had  been  instructed 
to  do  by  Major  Thompson. 

August  4- — Aroused  the  men  at  daybreak,  and  after  a  breakfast  of  biscuits  and 
coffee,  furnished  by  insurgents,  we  started  work  again,  using  insulated  wire 
where  houses  or  trees  would  cause  heavy  grounds.  This  I  did  to  save  the  time 
necessary  for  trimming  trees.  Leaving  the  men  under  command  of  Sergeant 
Sloan,  with  instructions  to  push  ahead  as  rapidly  as  possible,  I  drove  to  Balete,  4 
miles  away,  where  General  Aguinaldo  had  established  his  headquarters.  He  was 
sick  in  bed  and  refused  to  see  anyone,  but  from  his  second  in  command  I  obtained 
a  general  permit  to  use  any  office  in  the  country,  setting  up  our  own  instruments 
and  using  their  wires  to  send  our  messages,  provided  that  we  would  reattach 
them  to  their  own  instruments  when  through.  This,  he  said,  was  the  limit  of 
his  authority.  He  protested  at  the  cutting  of  their  wire,  and  asked  that  it  be  not 
done  again.  I  told  him  it  should  not  be  unless  necessity  compelled  it.  Being 
unable  to  gain  any  greater  concession,  and  ascertaining  that  there  was  no  office 
between  Balete  and  Cavite,  I  returned  to  Bacoor.  There  I  met  you  (Captain 
McKenna)  with  Private  Mize.  You  gave  me  a  message  from  General  Greene  to 
General  Merritt,  and  directed  nae  to  have  it  flagged  to  the  Newport.  I  took 
Private  Mize  to  the  shore,  and  for  two  hours  tried,  vnthout  success,  to  flag  the 
ship.  I  then  hired  a  native  boat  and  started  to  the  Newport,  but  about  half  a 
mile  froia  shore  the  boat  began  to  take  in  water  heavily,  and  the  natives  refused 
to  proceed.  They  ran  in  for  the  shore,  and  on  grounding  deserted  the  boat, 
leaving  me  in  a  rice  swamp  3  miles  from  Bacoor. 

I  returned  to  that  place  and  tried  again,  without  success,  to  raise  the  Newport 
with  the  flag.  Major  Hale,  the  general's  aid,  came  to  the  beach  about  4  o'clock, 
and  I  delivered  the  message  to  him  as  he  was  going  over  in  a  launch.  I  then 
rejoined  my  party,  which  had  run  the  line  through  Bacoor,  making  about  2^ 
miles  over  most  difficult  ground.  I  found  that  they  were  about  to  stop  work, 
being  utterly  exhausted,  and  under  the  impression  that  they  would  have  the  long 
march  to  Paranaque  to  make.  Sending  a  native  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
men  to  have  supper  and  room  in  Bacoor,  as  on  the  preceding  night,  I  put  them 
back  to  work  until  sunset.  The  heavy  rains  had  continued,  and  the  exhausting 
work,  with  but  little  food,  had  tired  the  men  out,  but  they  worked  willingly, 
taking  turns  climbing  poles  and  carrying  wire,  the  carromatos  being  too  smafl  to 
hold  the  wire  reel. 

At  dusk  Lieutenant  Rudd  rode  in  from  Cavite  with  Privates  Fowle  and  Sohoene- 
man.  Lieutenant  Rudd  stated  that  Major  Thompson  had  sent  him  to  tell  me 
that  the  line  must  be  completed  that  night.  As  we  were  still  about  9  miles  from 
Cavite,  there  was  only  one  way  to  do  this,  which  was  to  take  the  insurgent  line. 
This  could  not  be  done  without  cutting  out  the  office  at  the  insurgent  headquar- 
ters in  Balete,  and  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  Aguinaldo's  consent  to  this,  other- 
wise he  would  cut  us  out  again  on  discovering  what  we  had  done.  I  directed  my 
men  to  cut  in  on  the  insurgent  line,  and  then  dismissed  them  for  the  night, 
excepting  Corporal  Kelly,  who  accompanied  Lieutenant  Eudd  and  myself  to 
Balete  to  cut  out  that  office  if  we  obtained  permission.  General  Aguinaldo  was 
still  in  bed,  but  we  insisted  so  strongly  that  he  finally  consented  to  see  us.  We 
explained  our  errand  and  the  necessity  for  it  and  pressed  our  point  for  over  an 
hour,  but  without  success.  He  would  gi-ant  anything  else;  but  having  a  large 
army  in  the  field,  he  said  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  have  his  line  in  order  to  sup- 
ply them  with  food  and  ammunition. 

Finding  that  he  would  not  jdeld  us  our  wish,  even  for  a  day  or  two,  we  returned 
to  Bacoor,  reconnecting  his  line  again  to  avoid  unnecessary  complications  with 
him.  We  had  communication  by  telegraph  from  Camp  Greene  and  Dewey  to 
Bacoor,  and  there  was  a  large  cathedral  at  the  latter  place  where  an  excellent  fiag- 
ging  station  could  be  established.  1  decided  to  establish  a  station  there  and  go  to 
the  Newport  the  following  morning  and  report  to  Major  Thonipson  the  impossi- 
bility of  reaching  Cavite  at  once,  but  that  messages  might  be  flagged  by  the  ship 
to  Bacoor  and  thence  by  telegraph  sent  to  the  front. 

August  6. — Arose  at  daybreak,  and,  leaving  orders  with  Corporal  Kelly  to  estab- 
lish flag  station  on  cathedral  with  2  men  and  with  the  others  to  continue  the  line 
toward  Cavite,  Lieutenant  Rudd  and  I  went  in  a  native  boat  to  the  Newport  and 
reported  to  Major  Thompson.  After  breakfast  messages  were  sent  from  the  ship 
to  the  camp  and  back  again  by  flag  to  Bacoor  and  telegraph  from  thence  to  camp, 
showing  the  practicability  of  the  plan.    Major  Thompson  decided  to  establish  an 
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office  at  Bacoor,  and  returned  to  tlie  place  with  Lieutenant  Rudd  and  me.  There 
we  met  you  (Captain  McKenna)  and  proceeded  to  headquarters  of  the  insurgents, 
where  Major  Thompson  insisted  upon  having  a  house  for  an  office.  One  was 
assigned,  but  was  unsatisfactory,  and  before  another  could  be  had  the  Major  left. 

Later  I  secured  the  Tribunal  Municipal,  a  stone  building  well  situated,  and 
established  an  office  there.  Corporal  KeUy  had  gone  ahead  with  part  of  my  squad, 
and  some  other  members  of  the  company  had  reached  Bacoor  from  Cavite.  These 
I  decided  to  keep  with  me.  My  new  detachment  consisted  of  Sergeant  Sloan,  Cor- 
poral Emerson,  and  Privates  Stock,  Walters,  Shalda,  Lindholm,  Ray,  and  Cooke. 
The  afternoon  was  spent  receiving  messages  from  the  front  over  the  wire  and 
flagging  them  to  the  Newport,  and  vice  versa.  An  order  was  received  to  concen- 
trate carromatos  and  beasts  of  burden  at  Bacoor  on  the  following  day  to  transport 
stores  to  camp.  By  applying  at  the  insurgent  headquarters  I  had  native  runners 
sent  out  over  the  country  to  gather  them  in.  At  night  an  important  dispatch 
came  over  from  General  Greene  to  General  Merritt,  with  orders  to  deliver  at  once. 
Having  no  torch,  I  went  to  the  Newport  in  a  small  boat,  delivering  the  message 
about  10  p.  m.  On  returning  I  carried  with  me  General  Merritt's  reply  and  some 
messages  from  Colonel  McClure,  chief  paymaster.  These  were  wired  about  mid- 
night and  the  answer  received,  but  it  was  too  late  to  get  another  boat,  so  I  decided 
to  flag  them  about  daybreak.  With  Sergeant  Sloan's  assistance,  I  made  out  the 
detail  for  flag  and  telegraph  work.  From  this  time,  as  long  as  I  was  in  charge  at 
Bacoor,  Sergeant  Sloan  was  of  great  assistance  to  me,  and  I  can  not  commend  him 
too  highly  for  his  energetic  and  faithful  work  or  for  his  sound  judgment  in  cases 
of  emergency. 

August  6. — From  5.30  to  6.30  a.  m.  efforts  were  made  to  raise  the  Newport,  but 
without  success,  heavy  rain  obscuring  the  vision.  I  then  delivered  the  messages 
in  person  by  means  of  a  native  boat.  There  was  a  storm,  and,  being  offered  a  trip 
ashore  in  the  launch  which  was  to  take  the  paymasters  ashore,  I  dismissed  the 
native  boat,  which  ran  into  Cavite  for  shelter. 

I  was  given  a  message  from  General  Merritt  to  General  Greene.  After  the 
launch  had  left  the  Newport  they  decided  to  land  at  Paranaque,  but  were  unable 
to  do  so  on  account  of  low  water,  so  landed  in  canoes  at  Camp  Greene.  I  delivered 
the  dispatch  to  General  Greene  and  returned  to  Bacoor  on  horseback,  reaching 
that  place  in  time  to  reach  General  Merritt  and  staff  at  the  shore  and  take  them 
to  the  office.  The  afternoon  was  spent  in  receiving  messages  and  sending  them. 
The  field  telephones  were  attached,  and  General  Merritt  held  a  consultation  with 
General  Greene.  Corporal  Emerson  and  Privates  Shalda  and  Walters  being  sick 
with  cramps  were  treated  by  Dr.  Keefer,  who  accompanied  General  Merritt. 
This  night  communication  was  established  with  Cavite  and  messages  sent  through. 

August  7. — Was  ordered  about  11  a.  m.  to  abandon  office  at  Bacoor  and  establish 
station  at  Paranaque.  Leaving  the  men  to  bring  forward  the  stores  with  a  party 
on  the  way  from  Cavite,  Sergeant  Sloan  and  I  drove  to  Paranaque,  rectifying 
crosses  and  grounds  on  the  way.  By  reason  of  permit  obtained  fi-om  insurgent 
authorities  we  were  enabled,  by  using  the  local  telegraph  office,  to  establish  com- 
munication a  few  minutes  after  reaching  Paranaque.  I  then  secured  a  permanent 
office,  appropriated  table  and  chairs  to  fit  it  up,  and  moved  the  instrument  to  that 
room.  About  that  time  you  (Captain  McKenna)  reached  Paranaque  and  took 
charge.  Later  an  order  came  from  Major  Thompson  to  keep  up  the  station  at 
Bacoor,  and  I  was  ordered  to  return  and  reestablish  it.  Taking  with  me  Sergeant 
Sloan,  and  leaving  orders  for  Privates  Lindholm,  Cooke,  and  Shalda  to  follow,  I 
returned  to  Bacoor,  intercepting  the. wagons  carrying  stores  from  there  and  tak- 
ing out  enough  for  immediate  use.  I  also  turned  back  Private  Ray.  Sergeant 
Sloan  and  I  reached  Bacoor  about  7.30  p.  m.,  and  found  that  the  local  president 
had  reestablished  himself  in  the  building  and  that  his  council  was  holding  ses- 
sion. We  informed  them  that  we  must  have  the  office  again,  and  they  agreed  to 
vacate,  leaving  their  furniture  there  till  the  following  day.  By  8  p.  m.  the  office 
was  cut  in  again  and  all  working  well. 

August  8. — Office  work  at  Bacoor. 

August  9. — Office  work  at  Bacoor.  Lieutenant  Perkins,  of  your  company,  landed 
some  supplies,  which  were  forwarded  to  the  front  in  carromatos.  I  recommended 
the  exchange  of  two  operators  for  a  flagman,  as  the  work  of  the  office  was  not 
heavy  enough  for  so  large  a  force.  Private  Stock  was  sent  me,  and  I  sent  Pri- 
vates Ray  and  Cooke  to  the  front. 

August  10. — Office  work  at  Bacoor.  Toward  evening  I  received  orders  to  turn 
the  station  over  to  Sergeant  Sloan,  and  report  to  Camp  Dewey  the  following  day. 

August  11. — Turned  over  the  offlce  to  Sergeant  Sloan,  and  reported  at  Camp 
Dewey  at  9  p.  m. 
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August  IS. — Received  orders  to  connect  the  extreme  left  of  our  intrenchments 
■with  the  point  which  was  to  be  General  MacArthur's  headquarters  in  the 
approaching  battle.  With  a  squad  consisting  of  Corporal  Howser  and  Privates 
Bietau,  Curtis,  and  Mize,  I  did  so,  using  about  six  coils  of  insulated  wire,  which 
was  raised  so  as  to  be  out  of  reach  of  advancing  troops. 

August  IS. — Was  established  at  7.30  in  charge  of  a  station  at  Pasay,  where 
General  MacArthur's  reserve  was  to  be  posted.  Shortly  after  8 1  reported  to  Colo- 
nel Overshine,  who  was  in  command  of  the  reserve,  and  delivered  a  message  that 
we  had  intercepted  at  Pasay,  it  being  sent  over  the  wire  addressed  to  him  at 
Camp  Dewey.  My  squad  consisted  of  Privates  Curtis,  Dunne,  Powle,  and  Wal- 
ters, and  after  stationing  Curtis  and  Fowle  at  the  key,  I  took  Dunne  and  Walters 
over  the  line  we  would  have  to  repair,  so  as  to  familiarize  them  with  it.  We  had 
six  pieces  of  insulated  wire  about  20  feet  long,  bared  at  both  ends,  for  rapid  repair 
work,  and  each  man  was  issued  some  insulating  tape.  About  10.30  the  wire 
grounded  between  Pasay  and  the  main  reserves,  and  was  repaired  in  ten  minutes 
by  Dunne  and  Walters.  At  11.06  a.  m..  Colonel  Overshine,  with  the  larger  part 
of  the  reserves,  was  ordered  to  the  front.  Within  half  an  hour  the  remaining 
troops,  under  Colonel  Truman,  were  ordered  forward.  The  current  became  so 
weak  about  noon  that  I  cut  my  instrument  out,  reconnecting  it  from  time  to  time 
in  case  any  orders  should  be  sent  me.  At  3.43  p.  m.  I  received  orders  to  report  to 
you  on  the  beach  at  Malate,  cutting  out  my  station  before  leaving.  Reported  at 
Malate,  and,  after  doing  some  line  work  in  the  outskirts,  and  going  forward  with 
dispatches  to  Lieutenant  McCain,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  I  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  telegraph  station  established  at  Malate.  Colonel  Jones  was  there 
in  command  of  the  Idaho  troops  and  Utah  battery,  and  I  reported  to  him  as  chief 
signal  officer  of  the  station.  At  7.80  he  received  a  message  over  the  vsdre  to  bring 
his  troops  to  General  MacArthur's  headquarters,  and,  except  for  the  guard,  the 
station  was  deserted. 

August  U- — In  charge  of  station  at  Malate.  Privates  Fowle  and  Curtis 
repaired  a  heavy  ground  between  our  station  and  the  intrenchments.  We  had 
no  food.  At  1  p.  m.  the  station  was  ordered  abandoned,  and  an  office  established 
at  General  MacArthur's  headquarters.  This  was  done  under  your  direction,  and  I 
reported  to  the  Signal  Corps  headquarters. 

Charles  E.  Kilbourne,  Jr., 
Second  Lieutenant,  Volunteer  Signal  Corps. 


Report  of  Second  Lieut.  A.  J.  Rudd,  Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  August  13, 1898. 

Left  Camp  Dewey  at  6  a.  m.  with  a  detachment  of  4  men,  Sergeant  Watkins 
and  Privates  Ten  Eyck,  Logan,  and  Ray.  and  followed  telegraph  line  to  my  sta- 
tion, one-half  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  intrenchments.  Proceeded  at  once  to  cut  in 
the  two  loops  from  main  wires  on  roadway  to  a  hut  about  150  yards  distant,  where 
General  Anderson  had  established  his  headquarters,  being  in  command  of  the  Sec- 
ond Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps;  set  up  instruments  and  intrenched  the  front  of 
the  building  toward  the  firing  line.  Privates  Ten  Eyck  and  Logan  were  stationed 
at  the  key,  both  of  them  copying  each  message  as  it  came  in. 

During  my  station  here  I  handled  a  total  of  89  messages;  sent  18,  received  21. 
At  2.40  p.  m.  General  Anderson  abandoned  his  station  here,  and  I  received  orders 
from  you  (Captain  McKenna)  to  cut  out  instruments  and  with  my  detachment 
report  to  you  at  the  beach,  where  I  arrived  at  8.80  p.  m. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Rudd  while  on  detached  duty. 

Upon  orders  received  from  you  August  2, 1898, 1  proceeded  at  9.45  a.  m.  with 
detachment  of  10  men,  named  as  follows,  Sergeant  Neal,  Corporals  Sellar  and 
Kelly,  Privates  Wadak,  Logan,  Lindholm,  Williams,  Schoeneman,  Stewart,  and 
Burgess,  to  construct  telegraph  line  from  the  arsenal  at  Cavite  to  the  insurgent 
telegraph  office  on  the  outskirts  of  Cavite,  a  distance  of  one-half  mile.  On 
account  of  the  bad  weather  and  unsuitable  conditions  for  stringing  the  wire,  it 
took  us  till  noon  to  complete  the  work. 

On  August  4,  under  orders  from  Major  Thompson,  left  Cavite  with  detachment 
of  2  men,  Privates  Fowle  and  Schoeneman,  at  9.45  a.  m.,  on  horseback,  with 
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instructions  to  follow  the  insurgents'  telegraph  wire  until  I  met  Captain  McKenna 
or  Lieutenant  Kilbourne,  and  to  inform  either  that  there  must  be  communication 
established  within  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  and  to  hurry  the  work;  in  the 
meantime  to  make  occasional  tests  of  the  wire  on  the  way,  which  was  done,  but 
were  unable  to  break  Cavite  at  our  first  test,  about  4  miles  from  there.  When 
our  key  was  closed  we  could  distinctly  hear  "C"  calling  "  MC,"  so  concluded 
wire  was  all  right,  and  that  Cavite  was  not  adjusted  for  us.  Made  numerous 
other  tests  along  the  road,  sometimes  hearing  "  C  "  calling  "  MC,"  and  other  times 
hearing  nothing,  but  could  feel  a  strong  current  of  electricity. 

We  met  Lieutenant  Kilbourne  at  5  p.  m.  2  miles  west  of  Bacoor,  with  instruc- 
tions to  carry  a  new  wire  through  to  Cavite.  I  then  delivered  my  message,  and 
was  informed  that  General  Aguinaldo  had  refused  us  the  use  of  his  wire,  and 
was  quite  angry  at  our  having  interfered  with  his  communications  in  our  tests. 
It  being  impossible  to  run  a  wire  through  to  Cavite  by  the  next  night.  Lieutenant 
Kilbourne,  myself,  and  Corporal  Kelly  therefore  proceeded  once  more  to  General 
Aguinaldo's  residence,  at  Old  Cavite,  to  make  one  more  effort  to  secure  the  use  of 
his  wire.  After  much  parley  we  secured  an  interview,  which  lasted  an  hour,  but 
were  unable  to  persuade  him  to  give  us  the  use  of  his  wire  even  for  one  day,  as 
he  claimed  he  must  have  it  to  communicate  with  his  army  at  the  front.  From 
there  we  returned  to  Bacoor,  and  spent  the  night.  The  next  morning,  August  5, 
at  6.30  a.  m.,  with  Lieutenant  Kilbourne,  hired  a  native  boat,  which  took  us  to 
the  Newport,  where  I  made  my  report  to  Major  Thompson,  after  which  did  some 
flag  work  with  Bacoor.  At  10.30  a.  m.  I  returned  with  General  Merritt  and 
Major  Thompson  to  Bacoor.  Upon  arriving  there  met  you,  and  received  orders 
to  proceed  to  Paranaque,  and  instruct  Sergeant  Cunningha,m  to  cut  out  his  instru- 
ment, if  he  had  already  cut  it  in,  also  to  stay  there  overnight,  but  before  arriving 
there  you  overtook  me,  and  gave  the  necessary  instructions. 

On  August  6  received  orders  from  you  to  report  at  Cavite,  and  there  await 
orders.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Bacoor,  order  was  countermanded,  and  was 
instructed  to  join  Lieutenant  Chance,  who  was  continuing  construction  of  line 
to  Cavite.  I  joined  him  at  4.30  p.  m.  about  4  miles  from  destination,  and 
reported  for  duty. 

A.  J.  RUDD, 
Second  lAeutenant,  U.  S.  Volunteer  Signal  Corps. 


Headquabtees  Second  Oregon  Regiment,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Manila,  P.  L,  August  17,  1898. 
Gen.  J.  B.  Babcock, 

Adjutant-Oeneral,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  Manila,  P.  I. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  actions  since  my 
arrival  within  the  walled  city  of  Manila,  acting  under  orders  from  General 
Merritt: 

My  command,  consisting  of  nine  companies,  arrived  in  the  walled  city  of  Manila 
about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  on  August  13,  and  took  up  a  position  in  front  of  the  palace 
royal,  or  the  executive  building,  during  the  final  capitulations  entered  into  by 
General  Merritt.  Under  instructions  from  General  Merritt,  I  detailed  Company 
A  of  my  command  to  lower  the  Spanish  flag  and  raise  the  American  colors  on 
the  main  flagstaff  on  the  city  wall.  I  also  received  orders  to  proceed  at  once  to 
receive  all  arms  and  ammunition  of  the  Spanish  forces  then  in  the  city  and  to 
take  possession  of  all  magazines  and  public  property,  and  in  conformity  with 
these  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  during  this  term 
some  12,000  or  15,000  stands  of  Mauser  and  Remington  arms  combined,  together 
with  the  necessary  belts,  bayonet  scabbard  attachments,  and  cartridge  boxes; 
also  in  the  neighborhood  of  about  3,000,000  rounds  of  ammunition  for  the  same, 
I  also  received  about  50  pieces  of  artillery  of  various  calibers,  together  with  their 
caissons,  and  a  large  amount  of  fixed  ammunition  for  the  same.  Also,  on  the 
heavy  fortifications,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  secured  4  large  Krupp 
siege  guns,  9  Armstrong  siege  guns,  and  a  miscellanenous  lot  of  fortification 
pieces  of  various  calibers,  together  with  three  magazines,  containing  m  the  neigh- 
borhood of  about  120  tons  of  powder  and  other  ammunition;  also  two  troops  of 
cavalry,  and  the  necessary  horses  attached  to  the  artillery,  making  in  all  300  to  350 
horses  all  told,  together  with  the  necessary  harness  and  saddles  and  other  equip- 
ments for  service. 

I  also  took  possession  of  the  treasury  building,  located  in  the  walled  city,  and 
having  in  its  vaults  in  the  neighborhood  of  §750,000. 
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In  the  several  churches  we  have  also  secured  a  large  amount  of  supplies  in  the 
shape  of  rice,  canned  sardines,  sugar,  flour,  and  sundry  provisions,  having  been 
stored  there  previously  by  the  Spanish  officials. 

I  also  took  charge  of  various  smaller  places,  having  what  was  supposed  to  be 
Grovernment  property  stored  in  the  same,  all  being  placed  properly  under  a  secure 
guard  and  the  same  maintained  up  to  the  present  date. 

I  wish  to  state  that  during  this  period  I  have  exercised,  to  the  very  best  of  my 
ability,  a  very  cautious  and  conservative  system  in  regard  to  everything  that  would 
carry  out  a  peaceful  and  harmonious  termination  of  the  receiving  of  this  public 
property.  I  have  also  cautioned  all  my  sentries  on  post  to  be  vigilant  and  to  show 
due  courtesy  to  all  Spanish  troops  who  had  surrendered  within  the  city.  Finally, 
I  have  exercised,  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability,  to  carry  out  what  I  considered  your 
wish  in  every  detail;  and  I  would  mention,  as  one  feature,  that  in  the  handling  of 
all  these  pieces,  as  numerous  as  they  were,  and  fully  two-thirds  having  been  loaded 
at  the  time,  not  an  accidental  shot  was  fired  nor  an  accident  of  any  kind  occurred. 
The  city  is  now  in  a  quiet  and  peaceful  state. 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  this,  my  final  report,  in  regard  to  my  position  as  acting 
provost-marshal  for  the  walled  city  of  Manila. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

O.  Summers, 
Colonel,  Second  Oregon  Regiment,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


GENERAL  BROOKE'S  REPORT. 

Hdqrs.  United  States  Troops  in  Porto  Eiro, 

Ouayama,  Septembers,  1898. 

The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  hoaor  to  forward  herewith  my  annual  report  for  last 
fiscal  year,  and  to  state  that  it  is  impossible  to  have  it  printed  in  form 
as  requested,  there  being  no  means  on  hand  to  do  so. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  E.  Brooke, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

operations  in  porto  rico. 

Hdqrs.  United  States  Troops  in  Porto  Eico, 

Guayama,  Porto  Rico,  September  3,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  B.  C. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  my  last  annual 
report  for  the  year  1897  I  was  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Missouri  until  March  11, 1898 ;  from  that  time  to  the  20th  of  April,  1898, 
in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Lakes ;  headquarters  of  both  com- 
mands at  Chicago,  111.  When  under  orders  from  War  Department  I 
went  to  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  and  assumed  command  of  Camp 
George  H.  Thomas  and  Provisional  Army  Corps,  constituted  by  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  25,  current  series.  Headquarters  of  the  Army.  This 
corps  consisted  of  6  regiments  of  cavalry,  10  batteries  of  artillery,  and  7 
regiments  of  infantry,  all  from  the  Eegular  Army.  This  army  corps 
was  broken  up  by  sending  the  troops  farther  south,  and  on  the  16th  of 
May  I  was  assigned  to  command  of  the  First  Army  Corps  and  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  by  General  Orders,  No.  46,  Adjutant-General's 
Oflice,  1898.  I  retained  my  headquarters  at  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 
where  I  organized  the  First  Army  Corps  complete  and  two  divisions 
of  the  Third  Army  Corps. 
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The  records  and  correspondence  of  the  departments  of  the  Missouri 
and  the  Lakes  having  been  left  at  Chicago,  IJl.,  I  have  no  data  at  hand 
from  which  to  make  a  detailed  report.  It  is  supposed  the  present 
department  commander  will  give  it  in  full.  Daring  the  year  I  made  a 
critical  inspection  of  all  the  troops  and  posts  in  the  Department  of  the 
Missouri.  I  had  no  opportunity  to  inspect  the  posts  of  the  Department 
of  the  Lakes. 

As  to  the  matter  connected  with  Camp  George  H.  Thomas  at  Chat- 
tanooga and  Chickamauga  National  Park,  Georgia,  at  which  I  arrived 
with  my  staff' oa  the  20th  of  April  last,  I  would  say  that  the  record  of 
the  arrival  and  departure  of  troops  from  that  camp  are  not  now  on  hand, 
and  I  can  not  therefore  give  exactly  the  numbers  of  troops  which  occupied 
that  camp  during  my  command  there,  neither  can  I  adequately  portray 
the  difBcultiesattending  the  equipping  of  nearly  70,000  men  at  thatplace. 
The  establishment  of  the  camp  was  a  matter  of  grave  concern  to  me, 
and  I  did  the  best  I  could  in  the  territory  designated,  placing  all  troops 
in  the  most  healthful  locations  available,  leaving  space  for  drills  vacant. 
One  of  the  principal  diflSculties  encountered  was  the  supply  of  water, 
which  was  overcome  by  the  establishment  of  pumps  and  mains,  through 
which  was  sent  a  large  supply  of  water  from  the  Chickamauga  Creek, 
the  analysis  of  which  showed  that  it  was  good  water.  A  large  number 
of  wells  were  bored,  supplying  good  water  by  that  means ;  nevertheless, 
in  this  large  assemblage  of  men  disease  of  various  kinds  soon  took 
hold ;  this  in  spite  of  all  the  sanitary  precautions  taken  to  avoid  it. 

On  the  14th  of  July  I  was  summoned  to  Washington  and  there  was 
informed  of  the  purpose  to  send  me  to  Porto  Eico  with  a  large  force  to 
be  drawn  from  my  corps  (the  First  Army  Corps  at  Camp  George  H. 
Thomas).  This  corps  was  fully  organized  and  ready  for  field  service, 
a  fact  which  I  had  reported  some  time  before. 

In  the  establishment  of  this  camp  (Camp  George  H.  Thomas)  the  serv- 
ices of  my  staff  were  of  inestimable  value.  Col.  M.  V.  Sheridan,  now 
brigadier-general  of  volunteers,  as  adjutant-general,  displayed  the  high 
qualities  with  which  he  is  endowed,  and  rendered  his  country  most 
efficient  service  throughout.  Col.  J.  G.  C.  Lee,  assistant  quartermaster- 
general,  as  chief  quartermaster,  did  such  service  as  is  rarely  seen  in  our 
Army,  Where  there  was  nothing  he  created  a  supply  depot  which  met 
all  the  wants  of  the  command,  displaying  by  his  patience,  ability,  and 
energy  the  highest  qualites  of  an  officer  of  his  department.  What 
should  have  been  his  leisure  was  fully  occupied  in  instructing  the 
officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department  of  volunteers,  who  came  there 
entirely  unacquainted  with  their  duties.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Hartsuffl,  dep- 
uty surgeon- general,  was  busily  engaged  in  organizing,  instructing, 
and  supplying  the  medical  department  of  this  large  volunteer  force. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Sharpe,  assistant  commissary- general  of  subsistence, 
was  equal  to  the  great  drafts  made  upon  him,  establishing  a  fine  depot 
and  fully  met  the  demands  in  all  ways,  particularly  in  supplying  fresh 
beef  and  fresh  bread.  He  was  ably  assisted  by  First  Lieut.  J.  M. 
Arrasmith,  Second  Infantry,  as  a  depot  commissary.  Col.  Sharpe 
also  spent  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  the  instruction  of  the  officers  of 
his  department  serving  in  the  volunteer  commands,  Lieut.  Col,  James 
Rockwell,  jr.,  chief  ordnance  officer,  was  invaluable  in  his  efforts  to 
equip  the  regiments  with  their  ordnance  equipment.  These  officers 
were  of  those  who  were  most  constantly  employed  in  the  outfitting  of 
the  troops.  The  other  members  of  my  staff  performed  their  duties  with 
ability  and  energy  throughout. 
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In  criticism  I  would  say  that  all  the  departments  were  haudicapped 
by  the  unusual  demands  made  upon  them,  aud  their  inadequate  equip- 
ment, which  was  based  upon  the  demands  of  an  army  of  25,000  men, 
was  painfully  apparent.  This  was  gradually  overcome  by  the  exten- 
sion of  their  means  of  supply  until,  finally,  the  troops  were  equipped. 
The  system  which  led  up  to  the  dif&culties  which  oppressed  tlie  War 
Department  during  this  time  should  receive  that  attention  which  will 
prevent  a  like  occurrence  in  the  future.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
further  discuss  this  phase  of  my  experience  in  the  last  few  months,  for 
it  is  so  well  known  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  further. 

On  the  23d  of  July  1  left  Ohickamauga  National  Park  with  my  staff  and 
headquarters,  arriving  at  Newport  News  on  the  25th,  where  I  remained 
until  the  28th  to  embark  tlie  troops  and  transportation  going  with  me. 

On  my  departure  from  Newport  News,  on  steamer  8t.  Louis,  accom- 
panied by  the  brigade  of  Brig.  Gen.  P.  C.  Hains,  United  States  Volun- 
teers (Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps),  I  encountered 
great  difUculty  in  the  loading  of  the  troops.  I  regard  the  transports 
as  improperly  fitted  and  unsuited  to  the  work  required  of  them.  Par- 
ticularly was  this  manifest  in  the  means  of  cooking  the  food  of  the 
soldier.  The  result  of  this  was  that  the  men  were  weakened  by  it,  the 
cold  travel  ration  being  insufficient  to  maintain  a  healthy  condition  of 
the  system,  so  that  on  our  arrival  on  the  coast  of  Porto  Kico  they  were 
fit  subjects  for  the  local  diseases  in  this  tropical  climate,  and  many  of 
them  have  become  occupants  of  hospitals  and  from  there  sent  home. 
Apparently  few  have  died ;  these,  I  believe,  to  be  generally  the  victims 
of  typhoid  fever. 

Arriving  at  Guanica,  Porto  Rico,  July  31,  T  was  informed  that  Gen- 
eral Miles  was  at  Ponce,  and  directed  my  course  to  that  i)oint,  where  1 
was  ordered  by  the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  to  proceed 
to  and  make  a  landing  at  Arroyo,  Porto  Rico. 

On  disembarking  at  Arroyo  (which  point  was  indicated  by  the  Major- 
General  Commanding  the  Armyas  the  i)oint  he  wished  me  to  disembark 
the  troops  then  with  me),  I  found  another  very  serious  difQculty.  No 
provision  had  been  made  for  lighters  and  for  means  of  towing  these 
lighters  to  the  beach  from  the  ships,  necessarily  anchored  in  water  suf- 
ficiently deep  for  their  draft,  and  the  large  ships  were  a  long  distance 
from  the  shore.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  presence  of  the  navy  the  land- 
ing would  have  been  impracticable,  and  but  for  the  circumstance  that 
a  number  of  local  lighters  were  available,  which,  had  the  Spaniards 
been  active,  might  have  been  destroyed,  the  assistance  of  the  navy 
would  have  been  of  no  avail  in  landing  our  artillery  and  horses,  mules 
and  wagons.  The  engineers  succeeded  in  constructing  a  small  dock  by 
the  sinking  of  two  lighters,  and  by  utilizing  some  inch  boards  we  were 
able  to  land  artillery  and  other  material  with  greater  facility  than  was 
possible  when  the  lighters  were  practically  beached  at  other  points. 
All  these  matters  should  lead  to  the  adoption  of  practical  means  to 
accomplish  this  purpose,  and  particularly  should  every  expedition  be 
suppplied  with  the  material  and  necessary  implements  to  build  a  rea- 
sonable dock  at  which  ships  might  be  unloaded.  This  could  have  been 
done  at  Arroyo  and  at  Ponce  had  the  material  and  labor  been  at  hand, 
and  would  greatly  have  facilitated  the  use  of  troops  and  supplies  in 
furthering  the  purpose  of  their  being  sent  here,  aud  it  may  be,  and  pos- 
sibly will  be,  necessary  in  the  future. 

There  were  two  slight  engagements  with  the  enemy,  one  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Guayama,  in  which  a  few  of  our  men  were  wounded,  and 
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some  loss,  extent  not  known,  inflicted  upon  the  eaeiny;  and  in  another 
reconnoissance  a  few  men  were  wounded,  and  which  developed  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  were  strongly  intreuched  on  the  road  across  the  moun- 
tains to  the  north  of  Guayama.  This  led  to  an  effort  being  made  on 
the  13th  of  August,  and  which  had  been  delayed  until  that  time  by  the 
nonarrival  of  cavalry  and  artillery  and  a  few  wagons,  which,  fortu- 
nately, reached  us  to  transport  our  supplies.  A  turning  column  was  sent 
out  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Hains,  while  the  main  force 
moved  up  the  road  to  San  Juan  and  prepared  to  open  on  the  enemy's 
position  with  artillery,  the  purpose  being  to  throw  the  force  under  Gen- 
eral Hains  across  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  position,  which  would  doubtless 
have  led  to  his  capture.  Everything  was  ready  for  the  transaction  of 
this  purpose  when  the  announcement  reached  me  of  the  signing  of  the 
protocol  and  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  upon  which  I  recalled  the 
troops  and  encamped  them  about  Guayama,  and  turned  my  attention 
to  taking  care  of  their  health  and  supplying  them. 

At  this  date  I  am  about  to  take  my  departure,  with  my  staff  and  a 
small  escort,  to  San  Juan,  to  join  the  commissioners  who  have  been 
appointed  with  me  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  terms  for  the  imme- 
diate evacuation  of  the  island  of  Porto  Eico. 

I  desire  to  express  here  my  thanks  to  all  the  members  of  my  staff, 
who  have  displayed  at  all  times  ability  and  zeal  in  the  transaction  of. 
their  various  duties,  made  more  arduous  in  all  cases  by  the  inadequacy 
of  the  means  at  hand. 

Very  respectfully,  John  E.  Brooke, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

Guayama,  Porto  Rico,  August  18, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Ponce,  Porto  Bico. 

Sir  :  On  the  12th  instant  I  made  preparations  to  move  Hains's  brigade, 
consisting  of  the  Third  Illinois,  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Fourth 
Ohio;  the  cavalry,  consisting  of  Troop  H,  Sixth  Cavalry,  and  the 
Philadelphia  City  Troop;  the  artillery,  consisting  of  light  batteries 
B,  Pennsylvania;  the  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  Battery;  A,  Missouri, 
and  A,  Illinois,  against  the  Spanish  position  on  the  road  between 
Guayama  and  Oayey.  General  Hains  was  directed  to  take  one  regi- 
ment of  his  command  and  to  move  on  the  westward  slope  of  the 
mountains  bordering  the  valley  through  which  the  Cayey  road  runs, 
and,  moving  at  an  early  hour,  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  Spanish  position 
at  or  near  tlie  buildings  of  Pablo  Vasquez.  One  battalion  of  the  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  Kegiment  was  left  at  Arroyo ;  one  was  stopped  here  at 
Guayama,  and  one  was  moved  up  the  Cayey  road.  The  Third  Illinois  was 
pushed  up  the  Cayey  road  to  within  sight  of,  and  within  artillery  range 
of,  the  position  occupied  by  the  Spaniards.  Two  batteries  of  artillery 
were  then  brought  forward  and  placed  in  position,  and  two  were  parked 
on  north  side  of  Guayama.  Two  dynamite  guns  were  also  brought 
forward.  All  this,  as  far  as  the  movement  on  the  Oayey  road  was 
concerned,  was  very  deliberate,  slow,  in  fact,  in  order  to  enable  General 
Hains  to  get  to  the  rear  of  the  Spanish  position,  the  design  being  to 
capture  the  Spaniards.  The  road  General  Hains  marched  over  was  a 
mountain  trail  and  in  places  quite  difllcult. 
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After  waiting  until  it  was  believed  General  Hains  was  at  or  near  the 
position  he  was  to  take,  the  artillery  was  unmasked  and  everything 
was  ready  to  shell  the  enemy,  when  a  message  was  received  as  follows : 

Port  Ponce,  August  IS,  1898. 
Major-General  Brooke,  Arroyo: 

By  direction  of  the  President  all  military  operations  against  the  enemy  are  sus- 
pended.   Negotiations  are  nearing  completion,  a  protocol  having  just  been  signed 
by  representatives  of  the  two  countries.     AJI  commanders  will  be  governed 
accordingly. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

QiLMORE,  Brigadier-General. 

All  further  action  ceased.  A  staff  oflBicer  was  sent  to  General  Hains 
to  recall  his  column,  the  troops  on  the  Oayey  road  were  countermarched, 
and  all  are  now  in  camp  on  good  ground  about  this  town. 

There  were  no  casualties.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  but  for  the  receipt 
of  telegram  from  headquarters  of  the  Army  the  entire  Spanish  force 
would  have  been  captured. 

I  inclose  reports  of  General  Hains  and  subordinate  commanders ;  also 
his  report  of  the  capture  of  Guayama  and  subsequent  recounoissauce. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  E.  Brooke, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 

Guayama,  Porto  Rico,  August  15, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Army  Corps. 

SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions 
given  me  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant,  I  left  Guayama  on  the  13th, 
with  the  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  ?ind  proceeded  down  the  Ponce  road, 
thence  northward,  with  a  view  of  turning  the  position  of  the  Spanish  force  sta- 
tioned near  a  place  called  Pablo  Vasquez,  on  the  main  road  to  Cayey.  It  was 
understood  from  your  instructions  that  we  were  to  endeavor  to  get  in  the  rear  of 
the  Spanish  forces,  while  you,  with  the  Third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  a  part 
of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  some  batteries,  and  other  troops,  would  engage  them 
on  the  main  road  leading  north  from  Guayama  to  Cayey. 

We  left  Guayama  about  7.15  a.  m.,  with  two  days'  rations  and  100  rounds  of 
ammunition  carried  by  each  man.  After  leaving  the  road  to  Ponce,  which  we 
did  about  a  mile  from  Guayama,  we  followed  a  country  road  to  the  westward 
until  it  reached  the  valley  of  the  Eio  Seco.  After  following  this  for  several  miles 
we  struck  across  the  country,  ascending  the  mountains  by  a  path  that  was 
scarcely  passable  for  horsemen  in  single  file.  We  had  proceeded  about  8^  miles 
and  were  informed  that  the  enemy  was  but  a  short  distance  in  our  front,  when,  at 
2  p.  m...  word  came  by  Major  Dean,  aid-de-camp  to  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  First  Corps,  that  hostilities  had  been  suspended  and  that  we  should  return 
to  Guayama. 

A  part  of  the  march  was  made  over  one  of  the  roughest  of  mountain  roads,  and 
the  distance  covered  was  extraordinary,  considering  the  heat  and  climate  of  this 
country,  yet  the  ndarch  was  made  without  a  single  straggler.  From  all  appear- 
ances and  the  information  gained  from  residents  along  the  route  we  would  have 
struck  the  enemy  in  about  two  more  hours,  and  it  is  believed  would  have  taken 
them  completely  by  surprise.  Evidently  they  did  not  expect  us  from  the  direc- 
tion we  were  coming,  for  some  of  the  country  passed  over  was  susceptible  of  the 
strongest  defense  by  a  few  determined  men. 

I  inclose  a  rough  sketch  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity,  showing  the  route  taken 
and  position  of  head  of  column  when  orders  were  received  to  return  to 
Guayama. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  and  to 
all  the  officers  of  my  staff  for  their  zeal,  energy,  and  courage.  We  had  no  fight, 
it  is  true,  but  if  the  struggle  had  come,  with  such  men  and  officers  it  could  only 
have  ended  in  one  way — ^victory. 

Very  respectfully,  •  Peter  C.  Hains, 

Brigadier-Genera   U.  S.  Volunteers  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Corps, 

Ouayavm,,  Porto  Rico,  Atigust  16, 1898. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  in  the  advance  on  and  capture 
of  the  town  of  Guayama: 

The  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  communicated  to  me  on  the  evening  of 
August  4  by  Gen.  M.  V.  Sheridan,  chief  of  staff,  were  to  take  one  or  two  regiments 
of  my  command  and  proceed  to  Guayama  and  take  possession  of  the  town.  I 
took  the  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  August  5, 
and  proceeded  up  the  Guayama  road,  holding  the  Third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 
in  reserve.  About  1  mile  east  of  the  town  we  met  the  enemy  and  drove  them  out 
and  beyond  it,  taking  possession  at  1  p.  m.  The  enemy  was  pursued  beyond  the 
town,  on  the  outskirts  of  which  a  spirited  engagement  took  place,  lasting  about 
an  hour.  A  quietus  was  given  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  by  a  few  shots  from  the 
Sims-Dudley  dynamite  guns,  which  were  served  by  Captain  Potter,  of  Company 
F,  Fourth  Ohio.  The  Third  Illinois  was  close  at  hand  to  support  the  Fourth  Ohio 
in  case  of  necessity,  but  the  necessity  did  not  arise.  The  night  of  the  5th  a  strong 
position  was  taken  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  the  Fourth  Ohio  on  the  right  and 
the  Third  Illinois  on  the  left.  In  the  engagement  that  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
the  town  we  lost  4  wounded,  but  none  killed.  "We  remained  practically  in  this 
position  until  the  8th  instant,  when,  by  authority  of  the  commanding  general,  I 
directed  a  reconnoissance  to  be  made  on  the  main  Cayey  road,  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  as  the  information 
obtained  through  natives  was  very  contradictory  and  unreliable. 

The  following  order  was  sent  to  Colonel  Coit,  commanding  Fourth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry: 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Corps, 

OuayaTna,  Porto  Rico,  August  8,  1898. 
Colonel  Coit, 

Commanding  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sir:  The  brigade  commander  directs  that  you  send  out  a  reconnoitering  party 
on  the  Cayey  road  toward  the  place  where  the  road  has  been  blown  up.  This 
party  need  not  be  a  large  one,  not  more  than  one  company — strong  enough  to  take 
care  of  itself  and  fall  back  in  case  of  an  attack.  The  object  is  to  secure  informa- 
tion, not  to  bring  on  a  fight.  Lieutenant  Darrach  will  accompany  the  party  to 
sketch  the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  "W.  Penton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

He  proceeded  out  on  the  road  with  two  companies  instead  of  one,  as  ordered, 
and  was  met  by  a  spirited  fire  from  the  enemy  on  the  hills.  Some  members  of 
Company  C  came  into  town  with  alarming  reports  of  disaster,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  other  parts  of  the  regiment  were  ordered  up  to  the  support  of  the  recon- 
noitering party.  The  enemy  were  soon  driven  away,  and  the  command  returned 
to  camp.  The  loss  in  this  engagement  was  five  men  wounded,  two  overcome  by 
heat.  There  was  no  valid  reason  for  the  alarming  reports  that  reached  town,  and 
they  were  due  to  the  excited  imaginations  of  a  few  m.en. 

I  append  the  reports  of  the  commanding  ofllcers  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  and  Third 
Illinois  Volunteers. 

Very  respectfully, 

PETER  C.  Hains, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Guayama,  Porto  Rico,  August  7,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Corps. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  most  respectfully  report  that,  pursuant  to  verbal  orders 
received  from  the  brigade  commander,  about  9  p.  m.,  August  4,  I  reported  with 
nine  companies  of  infantry  and  part  of  one  company  in  charge  of  five  Sims-Dudley 
dynamite  guns  (33  oflBcers  and  935  enlisted  nxen)  to  General  Hains,  on  the  road 
to  Guayama,  at  8.30  a.  m.,  August  5. 
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The  ammunition  for  the  Sims-Dndley  dynamite  guns  and  subsistence  was  trans- 
ported in  two  ox  carts,  an  additional  cart  being  used  to  draw  the  guns.  The 
dynamite  guns  were  in  charge  of  Capt.  John  D.  Potter,  Company  F,  Fourth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  I  most  respectfully  attach  his  special  report. 

Major  Speaks  was  placed  in  command  of  the  advance,  consisting  of  three  com- 
panies, A,  B,  and  C,  of  the  First  Battalion. 

Information  obtained  from  residents  along  the  line  of  march  indicated  that  the 
enemy  would  be  found  on  the  outskirts  of  Guayama.  Our  advance  guard  struck 
their  outposts  in  a  cut  about  2  miles  west  of  Arroyo,  on  the  road  leading  to 
Guayama. 

Companies  A,  B,  and  C  were  immediately  deployed  as  a  line  of  skirmishers  and 
were  pushed  forward  over  the  road  and  along  on  the  high  ground,  the  iiring 
becoming  general  within  a  half  mile  of  Guayama,  our  lines  advancing  and  the 
enemy  retreating  within  the  city,  and  passed  on  to  the  north,  continuing  the 
firing  before  entering  the  city.  Companies  C  and  I,  under  command  of  Major 
Baker,  were  used  to  reenforce  skirmish  line. 

The  Third  Battalion,  under  Major  Sellars,  advanced  on  the  main  road,  entering 
at  the  same  time  as  the  skirmish  lines  on  the  right  and  left  entered.  After  enter- 
ing the  city  several  shots  were  fired.  The  Third  Battalion  was  immediately  taken, 
by  my  instruction,  to  the  city  building  and  the  chief  municipal  ofiBcer  sent  for. 
Upon  his  reporting  I  notified  him  that  I  had  taken  his  city  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  He  announced  by  an  interpreter  publicly  to  the  citi- 
zens that  he  welcomed  the  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

The  regimental  colors  were  placed  on  the  top  of  the  city  building  at  1  p.  m.  The 
city  officers  proffered  the  keys  of  the  city  to  me,  and  I  directed  them  to  exercise 
their  several  functions  and  that  no  interferences  whatever  would  be  made  ia  the 
city  government.    General  Hains,  arriving  at  this  time,  assumed  military  control. 

The  Third  Battalion,  under  Major  Sellars,  was  sent  out  to  establish  outposts  on 
the  main  road  to  Cayey.  Major  Baker,  with  Companies  E  and  I,  was  sent  to  the 
northwest  of  the  city  to  establish  outposts;  a  detachment  from  Company  A,  under 
Sergeant  Andrus,  was  sent  to  protect  the  city  waterworks,  and  the  First  Battalion 
was  held  in  the  city  for  a  reserve  and  for  police  duty.  The  advance  and  skirmish 
line  was  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Maj.  John  C.  Speaks,  who,  with  Capt. 
MacLee  Wilson,  regimental  adjutant,  Lieut.  Harry  Krumm,  adjutant  of  the  First 
Battalion,  and  Regimental  Sergt.  Maj.  Frank  C.  RadcliflEe,  deserve  special  com- 
mendation for  their  service  and  bravery  throughout  the  march. 

The  band  was  of  inestimable  value  in  caring  for  the  wounded  and  those  over- 
come by  heat  and  fatigue. 
I  attach  hereto  a  list  of  the  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  CoiT, 
Colonel,  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

LIST  01'  WOUNDED  IN  ACTION'  NEAR  GUTATAMA,  PORTO  RICO,  AUGUST  5,  1898. 

William  Walcutt,  Company  D,  bullet  wound  left  foot. 

Clarence  W.  Riffee,  Company  A,  bullet  wound  both  legs  above  knee,  flesh. 

John  D.  Cordner,  Company  C,  bullet  wound  below  right  knee. 

Stewart  J.  Mercer,  Company  E,  bullet  wound  on  left  knee,  superficial. 


Guayama,  Porto  Rico,  August  7, 1898. 
Commanding  Officer, 

Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  verbal  order  just  received,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  action  of  August  5  in  which  my 
comirand  participated: 

I  had  in  my  command  32  men  armed  with  Krag-Jorgensen  .30-caliber  rifles  and 
23  men  handling  two  Sims-Dudley  dynamite  guns,  24-inch  bore.  I  followed  the 
Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  from  Arroyo  and  did  not  take  any  part  to  speak 
of  in  the  action  until  the  enemy  had  been  driven  from  Guayama  and  taken  up  a 
position  on  the  hills  north  of  the  town. 

About  2  p.  m.  was  ordered  with  one  gun  to  the  support  of  our  line  of  skirmishers 
and  took  position  about  100  yards  in  their  rear  and  300  yards  east  of  the  city  water- 
works. Five  projectiles  ia  all  were  fired  at  ranges  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile. 
After  the  second  shot  toward  the  pass,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  that  quarter 
ceased.  Two  more  shots  were  fired  for  moral  effect.  One  shell  was  fired  for  the 
same  reason  to  our  left,  just  to  the  south  of  the  sugar  mill. 
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One  of  the  guns  was  temporarily  out  of  order  and  had  to  be  replaced  by  the 
other.  The  second  gun  caught  on  the  second  attempt  to  fire,  but  afterwards  dis- 
charged the  load  without  difficulty.  After  the  fifth  shot,  was  ordered  back  to  the 
Plaza. 

On  examination  both  guns  were  found  to  be  in  perfect  order,  the  only  catch 
having  been  that  the  heat  and  dust  had  clogged  the  breach  a  trifle.  As  soon  as 
oil  had  been  applied,  they  worked  absolutely  without  flaw. 

I  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which 
my  men  conducted  themselves.  No  horses  being  obtainable,  they  dragged  the 
guns  (weighing  1,050  pounds)  by  hand  fully  3  miles,  most  of  the  way  over  very 
rough  ground,  and  in  addition  they  carried  12  rounds  (360  pounds)  of  ammunition. 
They  had  very  little  chance  to  handle  the  gun  previously,  but  did  so  without 
trouble. 

I  should  also  like  to  extend  my  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  D.  Stockley  of  the  Sims-Dudley 
Defense  Company,  who  accompanied  me  and  rendered  very  valuable  assistance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Potter, 
Captain,  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Capt.  C.  "W.  Fenton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  orders  received  7  a.  m.,  August 
5, 1898,  I  moved,  with  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  and  K,  of  the  Third 
Illinois ,  along  the  highway  between  Arroyo  and  Guayama ,  in  support  of  the  Fourth 
Ohio  in  the  movement  upon  Guayama.  A  halt  was  made  at  the  brook  west  of 
the  point  where  the  road  leading  from  Arroyo  northwest  changes  its  direction  to 
nearly  west,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  Fourth  Ohio  to  pass  the  Third  Illinois 
and  take  proper  distance.  When  the  Fourth  Ohio  had  passed  the  country  estate 
of  Mr.  McCormick,  the  British  vice-consul  at  Arroyo,  at  9.30  a.  m.,  the  command 
was  put  in  motion  and  moved  to  the  road  leading  north  from  the  Guayama  road, 
and  into  the  valley  north  and  east  of  Guayama. 

At  this  point  a  reconnoissance  was  made  along  the  road  leading  north,  and  an 
outpost  established  on  the  high  ground  just  south  of  the  brook  which  crosses  the 
above  road  about  80  rods  from  its  south  end.  Reconnoissance  was  also  made  of 
the  valley  above  referred  to  from  the  hills  lying  north  of  the  Guayama  road. 

At  this  time  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Guayama,  and  by  direction  ot 
the  Commanding  General  the  First  Battalion  of  the  regiment  was  sent  out  as  reen- 
forcements  for  the  Fourth  Ohio.  The  Second  Battalion  was  moved  to  a  point  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  westward  along  the  Guayama  road.  The  fence  was  cut  and  all 
preparations  made  to  move  to  a  point  upon  the  hills  overlooking  the  valley  east  of 
Guayama. 

Outposts  were  also  established  along  the  tops  of  the  hills  to  give  warning  of  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  move  into  the  valley. 

These  dispositions  were  made  between  13  and  1  o'clock,  and  the  command  thus 
remained  until  ordered  forward,  about  3  p.  m. ,  to  Guayama.  By  direction  of  the 
Commanding  General  the  regiment  was  posted  from  the  center  of  the  town  in 
a  southwest  direction  on  the  high^ound  overlooking  the  creek  and  creek  bottom 
which  extends  from  the  mountams  past  the  western  limits  of  Guayama,  the 
Second  Battalion  on  the  right  and  touching  the  Fourth  Ohio,  and  the  First  Bat- 
talion on  the  left  and  rear  of  and  past  the  Red  Cross  hospital  locating  at  this 
point.  The  Third  Battalion  was  held  in  reserve  behind  and  south  of  the  cemetery 
wall.  The  left  flank  was  protected  by  squad  support  of  companies  of  the  First 
Battalion.  This  disposition  remained  until  nightfall,  when  the  whole  line  was 
extended  to  the  right  and  the  reserve  battalion  moved  to  the  plaza  in  the  center 
of  the  town  of  Guayama. 

No  firing  was  done  by  the  Third  Illinois. 

RespectruUy  submitted.  p^^^  Bennitt, 

Colonel  Commanding,  Third  Infantry,  Illinois  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders, )       Headquarters  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
No.  77.         )  Guayama,  Porto  Rico,  August  8, 1898. 

Captain  Walsh  will,  when  relieved  by  Captain  Bostwick,  make  a  reconnoiter 
with  parts  of  Companies  A  and  C,  on  the  road  to  Cayey,  leaving  Company  C  at  a 
point  about  3  miles  beyond  the  Guayama  bridge. 
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This  expedition  is  for  information  only,  and  will  be  made  with  care. 
Lieutenant  Darrach  and  interpreter  will  accompany  the  party. 
Yon  wUl  avoid  an  engagement  and  will  retreat  in  order  if  you  meet  with  the 
aforesaid  opposition. 
A  written  report  with  all  information  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Coit: 

M.  L.  Wilson,. 
Captain,  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Adjutant. 


GuAYAMA  Bridge,  August  9, 1898. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

Fourth  Ohio  Regiment,  United  States  Volunteers. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  reconnoissance  made 
yesterday  on  road  leading  north  from  Guayama.  As  per  the  attached  order,  I 
started  with  parts  of  A  and  C  companies, in  all  about  110  men,  about  8.30  a.  m. 

With  the  party  were  Colonel  Coit,  Lieutenant  Darrach,  Corporal  Thompson  as 
interpreter,  and  two  natives.  About  10.30  we  were  overtaken  by  Major  Draw 
and  Lieutenant  Boardman.  We  proceeded  very  carefully,  having  out  a  strong 
feint  and  flankers,  and  all  of  the  road  itself  and  the  country  for  a  half  to  a  mile  on 
either  side  closely  examined. 

After  we  were  out  about  8  kilometers  the  natui'e  of  the  ground  on  either  side 
made  the  use  of  the  flankers  of  little  if  any  use,  so  they  were  called  in  and  the 
point  increased  so  that  the  two  sections  of  it,  about  50  yards  apart,  included  in  all  18 
men.  The  rest  of  the  vanguard  and  support  was  divided  into  squads  of  8  men 
each,  and  kept  about  100  yards  apart. 

The  men  that  were  m  the  flanlang  parties  were  left  with  20  men  from  Company 
C  at  the  point  where  they  were  called  in,  as  they  were  too  tired  to  continue  with  the 
main  body.  At  about  12.30  we  arrived  at  a  point  where  I  was  positive  we  were  in 
range,  and  greater  care  was  used  in  passing  points  on  the  road  where  there  was  no 
cover  from  the  enemy,  who  could  now  be  plainly  seen  moving  along  the  crest  of 
the  hill,  which  was  directly  in  front  of  us,  across  the  valley  and  distant  about  1 ,500 
yards.  From  interviews  with  all  the  natives  that  we  met  at  houses  along  the  way 
we  were  almost  positive  of  the  exact  position  of  a  bridge  that  was,  or  is  said  to 
be,  blown  up,  and  which  we  vrished  to  reach  if  possible.  At  about  one-fourth 
mile  distant  and  about  three-fourth  mile  from  the  position  of  this  bridge  was  a 
large  brick  house  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  which  looked,  from  its  position  on  a 
high  bluff,  as  if  it  might  give  us  a  good  view  of  the  hill  opposite  and  of  the  road 
beyond.  I  decided  to  make  for  this,  and  decide  then  whether  it  would  be  safe 
and  in  my  order  to  advance  any  farther. 

We  reached  the  house  at  1.25  p.  m., having  spent  nearly  five  hours  in  getting  4 J 
kilometers.  Colonel  Coit,  Major  Dean,  Lieutenant  Boardman,  with  the  inter- 
preter, and  3  men  and  1  corporal  of  my  command,  were  the  first  to  stop  in  front  of 
the  house.  I  came  up  with  12  other  men,  4  horses,  and  2  natives,  and  Lieutenants 
Darrach,  Modie,  and  Grandstaff.  We  had  just  stopped,  perhaps  two  minutes, 
and  Colonel  Coit,  Major  Dean,  Lieutenant  Boardman,  Corporal  Thompson,  and  1 
native,  with  2  men  of  my  command,  were  climbing  the  steps  up  to  the  house 
■when  the  first  volley  came  from  the  hill  opposite.  It  was  one  of  perhaps  100 
rounds,  and  about  a  second  afterwards  another  volley  of  about  200  rounds  was 
fired.  The  men  standing  in  the  i-oad  at  the  time  took  cover  in  the  ditch  which 
was  at  the  far  side  of  the  road  and  offered  less  protection  than  if  it  had  been  on 
the  other  side.  Lieutenants  Darrach,  Modie,  and  Grandstaff  also  got  into  this 
ditch  and  started  to  crawl  around  the  point  of  the  bluff  out  of  range.  Both  of 
these  volleys  were  very  well  ranged,  and  nearly  all  of  the  shots  were  in  the  danger 
zone  at  that  point.  Between  volleys  I  got  out  of  the  ditch  and  ran  round  into 
cover  and  collected  the  13  men  of  my  command  and  put  them  into  a  position 
where  they  were  safe  from  the  shots.  In  the  rear  some  of  my  men  and  part  of 
C  company  were  coming  up  under  Lieutenants  Reynolds  and  Alexander.  I  told 
those  men  to  fall  back  behind  the  next  bluff  as  they  would  have  to  cross  a  space 
that  was  directly  in  range.  All  of  those  men  fell  back  out  of  sight,  leaving  me 
about  12  men  and  4  ofiflcers  behind  the  first  bluflf. 

The  firing  was  then  directed  at  the  different  turns  in  the  road  in  our  rear.  It  was 
at  these  points  that  all  of  the  men  were  wounded.  I  then  went  back  to  our  original 
position  so  as  to  get  into  communication  vnth  the  party  on  the  bluff.  I  then  heard 
Colonel  Coit  say,  "Do  not  retreat,  men."  I  thought  at  the  time  he  had  reference 
to  our  men  behind  the  first  bluff,  and  I  told  him  that  we  were  not;  but  since  then  I 
have  learned  that  he  was  speaking  to  the  men  in  the  turn  in  the  rear  of  us,  who 
were  still  f aUing  back. 

10  Ma 
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In  a  few  minutes  the  party  came  off  the  blnfE,  coming  down  in  the  rear.  We 
then  fell  back,  crossing  two  places  where  the  firing  was  very  heavy.  Here  we 
found  3  men  who  were  wounded,  and  there  was  a  place  ahead  of  us,  of  about  50 
yards,  that  they  seemed  to  have  an  excellent  range  of.  We  concluded  it  would 
be  bad  to  try  to  run  this  long  distance,  especially  with  the  3  wounded  men.  I 
then  went  back  to  the  rear,  crossing  this  place,  and  back  of  it  I  found  several 
men  of  my  company  under  cover.  I  told  them  to  stay  there,  and  I  went  back  far- 
ther yet  and  met  about  30  men  of  A  and  C  companies,  and  brought  them  back 
with  me.  It  was  my  intention  when  I  started  back,  to  get  the  whole  command 
and  take  them  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  fire  a  few  volleys — enough  to  let  the  party 
that  was  ahead  fall  back.  But  being  such  a  small  number  I  knew  it  would  be  of 
no  effect,  so  I  took  them  back  with  me,to  strengthen  the  party  ahead.  It  was  on 
the  way  back  vyith  this  squad  of  about  30  men  that  we  fired  the  first  shot,  and  I 
fired  that  myself  at  a  party  of  men  who  had  appeared  on  the  right.  I  thought 
they  were  in  range.  Then  I  had  three  of  the  men  with  me  fire  two  shots  each,  giv- 
ing them  the  distance  of  1,700  yards.  These  shots  were  fired  at  least  twenty-five 
minutes  after  we  were  first  fired  upon.  I  took  the  men  back  to  where  Colonel 
Coit  and  his  party  were,  and  we  decided  then  to  go  up  over  the  hill  back  of  us 
and  take  a  position  that  we  could  hold  until  the  injured  men  were  removed  and 
we  could  fall  back  in  safety.  On  top  of  this  hill  we  fired  14  shots  at  a  party  that 
was  in  view  coming  down  the  road  to  our  right.  These  shots  were  of  no  avail  as 
the  range  was  too  great.  These  14  shots  and  the  7  before  were  the  only  shots  that 
were  fired  by  our  party.  At  this  point  some  of  the  other  companies  came  up  on 
our  left  and  on  the  road  below  us.  We  then  went  down  the  road,  formed  a  col- 
umn of  fours,  and  marched  to  Guayama  bridge.  We  had  gone  perhaps  200  yards 
when  we  found  the  dynamite  guns  in  action.  Perfect  coolness  and  discipline 
prevailed  in  this  party  of  men,  about  40  in  all.  No  order  was  given  by  me  at  any 
time  for  the  men  to  retreat.  What  I  did  do  was,  when  the  firing  began,  to  instruct 
the  men  to  fall  back  out  of  danger,  going  two  or  three  at  a  time  between  the 
volleys  of  the  enemy. 

No  one  was  instructed  by  me  to  take  any  information  whatever  to  camp,  as  it 
was  at  all  times  unnecessary.  Our  information  from  the  natives  and  my  former 
experiences  as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy  was  fully  authenticated  by  what  we 
saw  and  heard. 

Prom  2  miles  beyond  the  bridge  they  control  the  road  at  different  points  up  to 
the  points  we  reached,  and  they  have  the  ranges  very  accurately. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

Jas.  J.  Walsh, 
Captain,  Fourth  Ohio  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

Guayama,  Porto  Bico,  August  30, 1898. 
Gen.  John  0.  Gilmore, 

Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Ponce,  Porto  Bico. 
Sir:  Complying  with  telegraphic  instructions  of  this  date,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that,  accompanied  by  my  staff,  I  embarked  with  the 
Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  my  corps  (Hains)  at  Newport  News, 
Ya.,  on  Thursday,  the  28th  of  July,  1898,  for  Porto  Eico  on  the  steamer 
St.  Louis,  arriving  off  the  port  of  Guanica  Sunday,  July  31,  at  2  o'clock 
p.  m.,  where  information  was  received  that  General  Miles  was  at  Ponce, 
and  I  directed  the  8t.  Louis  to  that  point  and  found  General  Miles  at 
Playa,  the  port  of  Ponce,  about  3  miles  south  of  it,  reporting  to  the 
major-general  commanding  about  4  p.  m.  On  Monday  night,  August 
1, 1  proceeded,  in  the  steamship  St.  Louis,  with  the  Third  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  along  the  coast  in  an  easterly  direction  to  Arroyo, 
where,  on  Tuesday,  the  2d  instant,  I  disembarked  this  regiment  and 
established  my  headquarters,  making  arrangements  at  once  to  land  the 
remaining  regiments  of  Hains's  brigade  and  four  batteries  of  artillery, 
with  quartermaster  and  commissary  supplies.  There  being  no  wharf 
and  the  landing  being  dilflcult,  I  went  with  Captain  Chester  and  Lieu- 
tenant Wainwright,  of  the  Navy,  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Gloucester  along  the 
coast  in  search  of  a  more  accessible  landing.    Failing  to  find  one  I 
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directed  my  engineer  officer  to  construct  a  wliarf  on  wliich  I  could  land 
the  transportation  and  artillery.  Owing  to  a  lack  of  lighters  and 
launches,  the  work  of  disembarkation  was  very  slow  and  seriously 
impeded  my  intended  movements. 

The  steamer  St.  Paul,  with  General  Hains,  his  staff,  and  the  Fourth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  arrived  August  3;  also  the  transports  Seneca 
and  City  of  Washington  with  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infan- 
try. The  transports  Eoumania  and  Massachusetts,  on  which  were  the 
artillery,  cavalry,  ofBcers'  horses,  and  rations,  went  aground  at  Ponce, 
and  a  further  delay  was  thereby  occasioned.  On  August  5  the  transport 
Eoumania  arrived,  and  the  artillery  was  disembarked  at  once.  On  this 
day  I  directed  an  advance  on  the  town  of  Guayama,  and  at  1  o'clock 
p.  m.  the  Fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Ooit  commanding,  supported  by  the 
Third  Illinois,  Colonel  Bennitt  commanding,  and  dynamite  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Potter,  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  all  under 
immediate  command  of  General  Hains,  entered  and  took  possession  of 
Guayama.  A  special  report  of  this  movement  has  been  made  to  your 
headquarters. 

The  enemy  made  slight  resistance  about  1  mile  from  town.  We  had 
4  men  wounded  slightly. 

On  Wednesday,  August  8,  a  reconnoissance  for  the  purpose  of  devel- 
oping the  enemy's  position  and  to  clear  the  way  for  the  engineers  to 
correctly  map  the  country  was  made  by  order  of  General  Hains  during 
my  absence  at  Ponce,  where  I  had  been  summoned  by  the  commanding 
general.  It  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  taken  position  on  a  crest 
commanding  the  road,  from  6  to  8  miles  from  Guayama.  A  special 
report  of  this  re(!onnoissance  has  been  made  and  forwarded  to  Army 
Headquarters.    Our  loss  was  5  enlisted  men  wounded,  none  seriously. 

On  Saturday,  August  13, 1  determined  to  move  forward  in  force  and 
proceed  against  Cayey.  The  movement  was  well  under  way  when  hos- 
tilities were  suspended  by  receipt  of  telegram  from  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  publishing  the  President's  order  to  that  effect.  A  special  report 
of  this  movement  was  also  made  to  your  headquarters. 

Withdrawing  the  troops  from  their  advanced  position,  I  placed  them 
in  as  healthful  camps  as  I  could  find;  established  outposts  and  moved 
my  own  headquarters  to  Guayama.  On  August  14  I  sent  to  the  com- 
manding officer  Spanish  troops  in  my  front,  and  to  Governor-General 
Macias,  under  flag  of  truce,  copies  of  the  President's  orders  as  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  you,  and  on  August  15  General  Macias,  under  flag  of 
truce,  acknowledged  receipt.  Since  that  date  nothing  of  importance 
has  occurred  in  my  front. 

Very  respectfully,  John  E.  Brooke, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  SHAFTER'S  REPORT. 

OPERATIONS  AT  SANTIAGO. 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  13, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  campaign 
which  terminated  in  the  fall  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  the  adjacent 
territory,  and  the  establishment  of  the  military  government  therein. 

The  expedition  was  undertaken  in  compliance  with  telegraphic  in- 
structions of  May  30, 1898,  from  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  in  which  it 
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was  stated,  "Admiral  Schley  reports  that  two  crusiers  and  two  torpedo 
boats  have  been  seen  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago.  Go  with  your  force 
to  capture  garrison  at  Santiago,  and  assist  in  capturing  harbor  and 
fleet." 

On  this  date  there  were  a  large  number  of  transports  in  Port  Tampa 
Bay,  which  had  been  collected  for  the  purpose  of  an  expedition  which 
it  had  been  previously  contemplated  I  should  command,  and  for  such 
other  emergencies  as  might  arise.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for 
loading  aboard  those  transports  the  necessary  subsistence  and  quarter- 
master's supplies,  and  for  the  embarkation  of  the  authorized  number 
of  troops  and  their  material.  General  Orders,  No.  5,  from  these  head- 
quarters, indicate  the  organizations  it  was  at  first  proposed  to  take. 
The  order  is  as  follows: 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  5.  j  Tampa,  Fla.,  May  SI,  1898. 

The  following  troops  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  immediately  on 
board  transports  upon  notification  from  these  headquarters: 

1.  The  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

2.  The  battalion  of  engineers. 

3.  The  detachment  of  the  signal  corps. 

4.  Five  squadrons  of  cavalry,  to  be  selected  by  the  commanding  general  of  the 
cavalry  division,  in  accordance  with  instructions  previously  given. 

5.  Four  batteries  of  light  artillery,  to  be  commanded  by  a  major  to  be  selected 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  light  artillery  brigade. 

6.  Two  batteries  of  heavy  artillery,  to  be  selected  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  siege  artillery  battalion,  with  eight  (8)  siege  guns  and  eight  (8)  field  mortars. 

7.  The  battalion  of  engineers,  the  infantry,  and  cavalry  will  be  supplied  with 
500  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man. 

8.  All  troops  will  carry,  in  addition  to  the  fourteen  (14)  days  field  rations  now 
on  hand,  ten  (10)  days  travel  rations. 

9.  The  minimum  allowance  of  tentage  and  baggage  as  prescribed  in  General 
Orders,  No.  54,  A.  G.  O.,  current  series,  will  be  taken. 

10.  In  addition  to  the  rations  specified  in  paragraph  8of  this  order,  the  chief  com- 
missary will  provide  sixty  (60)  days  field  rations  for  the  entire  command. 

11.  All  recruits  and  extra  baggage,  the  latter  to  be  stored,  carefuUy  piled  and 
covered,  will  be  left  in  camp  in  charge  of  a  commissioned  officer  to  be  selected  by 
the  regimental  commander.  Where  there  are  no  recruits  available,  the  necessary 
guard  only  will  be  left. 

13.  Travel  rations  will  be  drawn  at  once  by  the  several  commands,  as  indicated 
in  paragraph  8. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Shafter. 

E.  J.  McClernand, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

This  order  was  afterwards  changed  to  include  12  squadrons  of  cav- 
alry, all  of  which  were  dismounted  because  of  lack  of  transportation  for 
the  animals,  and  because  it  was  believed  from  the  best  sources  of  infor- 
mation obtainable,  that  mounted  cavalry  could  not  operate  efficiently 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Santiago.  This  was  found  subsequently  to  be 
correct. 

The  facilities  at  Tampa  and  Port  Tampa  for  embarking  the  troops  and 
the  large  amount  of  supplies  required  were  inadequate,  and  with  the 
utmost  efibrt  it  was  not  possible  to  accomplish  this  work  as  quickly  as  1 
hoped  and  desired. 

On  the  evening  of  June  7  I  received  orders  to  sail  without  delay,  but 
not" with  less  than  10,000  men. 

The  orders  referred  to  caused  one  division  composed  of  volunteer 
troops,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Snyder,  and  which  it  had 
been  intended  to  include  in  my  command,  to  be  left  behind.  I  was 
joined,  however,  by  Brigadier  General  Bates,  who  had  already  arrived 
on  transports  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  with  the  Third  and  Twentieth  Infantry 


MAJOR-GENERAL   COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  149 

and  one  squadron  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  with  their  horses,  the  latter 
being  the  only  mounted  troops  in  my  command. 

After  some  of  the  transports  had  already  reached  the  lower  bay,  tele- 
graphic instructions  were  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  directing  that  the  sailing  of  the  expedition  be  delayed  waiting 
further  orders.  This  delay  was  occasioned  by  the  navy  reporting  that 
a  Spanish  war  vessel  had  been  sighted  in  the  Nicholas  Channel.  Tlie 
ships  in  the  lower  bay  were  immediately  recalled.  On  the  next  day,  in 
compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 
the  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  increase  the  command  to  tlie  full 
capacity  of  the  transports,  and  the  expedition  sailed  on  June  14  with 
815  officers  and  16,072  enlisted  men. 

The  passage  to  Santiago  was  generally  smooth  and  uneventful.  The 
health  of  the  command  remained  remarltably  good,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  conveniences  on  many  of  the  transports  in  the  nature 
of  sleeping  accommodations,  space  for  exercise,  closet  accommodations, 
etc.,  were  not  all  that  could  have  been  desired.  While  commenting 
upon  this  subject,  it  is  appropriate  to  add  that  the  opinion  was  general 
throughout  the  army  that  the  travel  ration  should  include  tomatoes, 
beginning  with  the  first  day,  and  tliat  a  small  quantity  of  canned  fruit 
would  prove  to  be  a  rnost  welcome  addition  while  traveling  at  sea  in 
the  Tropics.  If  the  future  policy  of  our  Government  requires  much  trans- 
portation for  the  military  forces  by  sea,  definite  arrangements  should 
be  determined  upon  to  provide  the  necessary  hammock  accommodations 
for  sleeping.  Hammocks  interfere  immeasurably  less  than  bunks  with 
the  proper  ventilation  of  the  ships,  and  during  the  day  can  be  easily 
removed,  thus  greatly  increasing  space  for  exercise;  moreover,  they 
greatly  diminish  the  danger  of  Are. 

While  passing  along  the  north  coast  of  Cuba,  one  of  the  two  barges 
we  had  in  tow  broke  away  during  the  night  and  was  not  recovered. 
This  loss  proved  to  be  very  serious,  for  it  delayed  and  embarrassed  the 
disembarkation  of  the  army.  On  the  morning  of  June  20  we  arrived 
off  Guantanaino  Bay,  and  about  noon  reached  the  vicinity  of  Santiago, 
where  Admiral  Sampson  came  on  board  my  headquarter  transport.  It 
was  arranged  between  us  to  visit  in  the  afternoon  the  Cuban  general, 
Garcia,  at  Aserraderos,  about  18  miles  to  the  west  of  the  Morro,  Dur- 
ing the  interview  General  Garcia  offered  the  services  of  his  troops, 
comprising  about  4,000  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Aserraderos,  and  about 
500  under  General  Castillo  at  the  little  town  of  Cujababo,  a  few  miles 
east  of  Daiquiri.  I  accepted  his  offer,  impressing  it  upon  him  that  I 
could  exercise  no  military  control  over  him  except  such  as  he  would 
concede,  and  as  long  ais  he  served  under  me  I  would  furnish  him  rations 
and  ammunition. 

Ever  since  the  receipt  of  my  orders  I  had  made  a  study  of  the  ter- 
rene surrounding  Santiago,  gathering  information  mainly  from  former 
residents  of  the  city,  several  of  whom  were  on  the  transports  with  me. 
At  this  interview  all  the  possible  points  of  attack  were  for  the  last 
time  carefully  weighed,  and  then  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
Admiral  Sampson  and  General  Garcia  I  outlined  the  plan  of  campaign, 
which  was  as  follows: 

With  the  assistance  of  the  small  boats  of  the  Navy,  the  disembarka- 
tion was  to  commence  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  at  Daiquiri.  On  the 
21st  500  insurgent  troops  were  to  be  transferred  from  Aserraderos  to 
Cujababo,  increasing  the  force  already  there  to  1,000  men.  This  force, 
under  General  Castillo,  was  to  attack  the  Spanish  force  at  Daiquiri  in 
the  rear  at  the  time  of  disembarkation.  This  movement  was  suc(  ess- 
fuUy  made.    To  mislead  the  enemy  as  to  the  real  point  of  our  intended 
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landing,  I  requested  General  Grarcia  to  send  a  small  force  (about  500 
men)  under  General  Kabi,  to  attack  the  little  town  of  Cabanas,  sit- 
uated on  tbe  coast  a  few  miles  to  the  west  of  the  entrance  to  Santiago 
Harbor,  and  where  it  was  reported  the  enemy  bad  several  hundred 
men  intrenched,  and  from  which  a  trail  leads  around  the  west  side  of 
the  bay  to  Santiago. 

I  also  requested  Admiral  Sampson  to  send  several  of  his  war  ships, 
witli  a  number  of  my  transports,  opposite  this  town  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  show  of  disembarking  there.  In  addition,  I  asked  the  admi- 
ral to  cause  a  bombardment  to  be  made  at  Cabanas,  and  also  at  the 
forts  around  the  Morro  and  at  the  towns  of  Aguadores,  Siboney,  and 
Daiquiri.  The  troops  under  General  Garcia  remaining  at  Aserraderos 
were  to  be  transferred  to  Daiquiri  or  Siboney  on  the  24th.  This  was 
successfully  accomplished  at  Siboney. 

These  movements  committed  me  to  approaching  Santiago  from  the 
east  over  a  narrow  road,  at  first  in  some  places  not  better  than  a  trail, 
running  from  Daiquiri  through  Siboney  and  Sevilla,  and  making  attack 
from  that  quarter.  This,  in  my  judgment,  was  the  only  feasible  plan, 
and  subsequent  information  and  results  confirmed  my  judgment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  army  commenced  to  disembark  at 
Daiquiri.  The  following  general  order  indicates  the  manner  in  which 
the  troops  left  the  transports,  and  the  amount  of  supplies  carried 
immediately  with  them : 

[Extract.] 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

[  On  Board  S.  S.  Seguranca, 

Np.  18.  )  At  Sea,  June  W,  1898 

1.  Under  instructions  to  be  communicated  to  the  proper  commanders,  troops 
will  disembark  in  the  following  order: 

First.  The  3d  Division,  5th  Corps  (Lawton's).  The  Gatling  gun  detachment 
will  accompany  this  division. 

Second.  General  Bates's  Brigade.  This  brigade  will  form  as  a  reserve  to  the  2d 
Division,  5th  Corps. 

Third.  The  Dismounted  Cavalry  Division  ("Wheeler's). 

Fourth.  The  1st  Division,  5th  Corps  (Kent's). 

Fifth.  Ihe  squadon  of  the  3d  Cavalry  (Rafferty's). 

Sixth.  If  the  enemy,  in  force,  vigorously  resists  the  landing,  the  light  artillery, 
or  part  of  it,  will  be  disembarked  by  the  battalion  commander  and  brought  to  the 
assistance  of  the  troops  engaged.  If  no  serious  opposition  be  offered,  this  artil- 
lery will  be  unloaded  after  the  mounted  squadron. 

3.  All  troops  will  carry  on  the  person  the  blanket  roll  (with  shelter  tent  and 
poncho) ,  three  days'  field  rations  (with  coffee  ^ound) ,  canteens  filled,  and  one 
hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  Additional  ammunition,  already  issued 
to  the  troops,  tentage,  baggage,  and  company  cooking  utensils  will  be  left  under 
charge  of  the  regimental  quartermaster,  with  one  noncommissioned  officer  and 
two  privates  from  each  company. 

3.  All  persons  not  immediately  on  duty  with,  and  constituting  a  part  of,  the 
organizations  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs  will  remain  aboard  ship 
until  the  landing  be  accomplished  and  until  notified  they  can  land. 

4.  The  chief  quartermaster  of  the  expedition  will  control  all  small  boats,  and 
will  distribute  them  to  the  best  advantage  to  disembark  the  troops  in  the  order 
indicated  in  paragraph  1. 

5.  The  ordnance  officer.  Second  Lieutenant  Brooke,  4th  Infantry,  will  put  on 
shore  at  once  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man,  and  have  it  ready  for 
distribution  on  the  firing  line. 

6.  The  commanding  general  wishes  to  impress  officers  and  men  with  the  crush- 
ing effect  a  well-directed  fire  will  have  upon  the  Spanish  troops.  All  officers  con- 
cerned will  rigidly  enforce  fire  discipline,  and  will  caution  their  men  to  fire  only 
when  they  can  see  the  enemy. 

******* 

By  [^command  of  Majoi'-General  Shaffer: 

E.  J.  McClernand, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
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The  small  boats  belonging  to  the  Navy  and  the  transports,  together 
with  a  number  of  steam  launches  ftirni shed  by  the  Navy,  were  brought 
alongside  and  loaded  with  troops,  as  prescribed  in  the  order  just  quoted. 
When  General  Lawton's  division  was  fairly  loaded  in  the  small  boats, 
the  latter  were  towed  in  long  lines  by  the  steam  launches  toward  the 
shore.  The  sea  was  somewhat  rough,  but  by  the  exercise  of  caution 
and  good  judgment  the  beach  was  reached  and  the  troops  disembarked 
satisfactorily.  As  a  precaution  against  a  possible  attack  upon  the  part 
of  any  Spaniards  who  might  have  been  hidden  in  the  adjacent  block- 
houses and  woods,  the  Navy  opened  a  furious  cannonade  on  these  places 
while  the  troops  were  moving  toward  the  shore.  It  was  learned  after- 
wards that  the  Spanish  garrison  had  retired  in  the  direction  of  Sibouey 
soon  after  daylight. 

By  night  about  6,000  troops  were  on  shore.  General  Lawton  was 
ordered  to  push  down  a  strong  force  to  seize  and  hold  Siboney. 

On  the  23d  the  disembarkation  was  continued  and  about  6,000  more 
men  landed.  Early  on  this  date  General  Lawton's  advance  reached 
Siboney,  the  Spanish  garrison  of  about  600  men  retiring  as  he  came  up 
and  offering  no  opposition  except  a  few  scattering  shots  at  long  range. 
Some  of  the  Cuban  troops  pursued  the  retreating  Spaniards  and  skir- 
mished with  them.  During  the  afternoon  of  this  date  the  disembarka- 
tion of  Kent's  division  was  commenced  at  Siboney,  which  enabled  me 
to  establish  a  base  8  miles  nearer  Santiago  and  to  continue  the  unload- 
ing of  troops  and  supplies  at  both  points. 

The  disembarkation  was  continued  throughout  the  night  of  the  23d 
and  24th,  and  by  the  evening  of  the  24th  the  disembarkation  of  my 
command  was  practically  completed. 

The  orders  for  June  24  contemplated  General  Lawton's  division  tak- 
ing a  strong  defensive  position  a  short  distance  from  Siboney  on  the 
road  to  Santiago;  Kent's  division  was  to  be  held  near  Siboney,  where 
he  disembarked;  Bates's  brigade  was  to  take  position  in  support  of 
Lawton,  while  Wheeler's  division  was  to  be  somewhat  to  the  rear  on 
the  road  from  Siboney  to  Daiquiri.  It  was  intended  to  maintain  this 
situation  until  the  troops  and  transportation  were  disembarked,  and  a 
reasonable  quantity  of  necessary  supplies  landed.  General  Young's 
brigade,  however,  passed  beyond  Lawton  on  the  night  of  the  23d-24th, 
thus  taking  the  advance,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  latter  date  became 
engaged  with  a  Spanish  force  intrenched  in  a  strong  position  at  La 
Guasima,  a  point  on  the  Santiago  road,  about  3  miles  from  Siboney. 
General  Young's  force  consisted  of  one  squadron  of  the  First  Cavalry, 
one  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry,  and  two  of  the  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, in  all,  964  oflflcers  and  men.  The  enemy  made  an  obstinate  resist- 
ance, but  were  driven  from  the  field  with  considerable  loss.  Our  own 
loss  was  1  oflBcer  and  15  men  killed;  6  officers  and  46  men  wounded. 
The  reported  losses  of  the  Spaniards  were  9  killed  and  27  wounded. 
The  engagement  had  an  inspiriting  effect  upon  our  men,  and  doubtless 
correspondingly  depressed  the  enemy,  as  it  was  now  plainly  demon- 
strated to  them  that  they  had  a  foe  to  meet  who  would  advance  upon 
them  under  a  heavy  fire  delivered  from  intrenchments.  General 
Wheeler,  division  commander,  was  present  during  the  engagement, 
and  reports  our  troops,  officers,  and  men  fought  with  the  greatest  gal- 
lantry. His  report  attached,  marked  "A."  -  This  engagement  gave  us 
a  well  watered  country  farther  to  the  front  on  which  to  encamp  our 
troops. 

My  efforts  to  unload  transportation  and  subsistence  stores,  so  that 
we  might  have  several  days'  rations  on  shore,  were  continued  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  month.    In  this  work  I  was  ably  seconded 
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by  Lieut.  Ool.  Charles  F.  Humphrey,  deputy  quartermaster-general, 
U.  S.  A.,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Col.  John  P.  Weston,  assistant  com- 
missary-general of  subsistence,  chief  commissary,  ^but,  notwithstand- 
ing the  utmost  efforts,  it  was  diflScult  to  land  supplies  in  excess 
of  those  required  daily  to  feed  the  men  and  animals,  and  the  loss  of 
the  scow  mentioned  as  having  broken  awaj^  during  the  voyage,  as  well 
as  the  loss  at  sea  of  lighters  sent  by  Quartermaster's  Department, 
was  greatly  felt.  Indeed,  the  lack  of  steam  launches,  lighters,  scows, 
and  wharves  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who  were  on  the  ground 
directing  the  disembarkation  and  landing  of  supplies.  It  was  not 
until  nearly  two  weeks  after  the  army  landed  that  it  was  possible  to 
place  on  shore  three  days'  supplies  in  excess  of  those  required  for  the 
daily  consumption. 

After  the  engagement  at  La  Guasima,  and  before  the  end  of  the 
month,  the  army,  including  General  Garcia's  command,  which  had  been 
brought  on  transports  to  Siboney  from  Aserraderos,  was  mostly  con- 
centrated at  Sevilla,  with  the  exception  of  the'necessary  detachments 
at  Daiquiri  and  Siboney. 

On  June  30  I  reconnoitered  the  country  about  Santiago  and  made 
my  plan  of  attack.  From  a  high  hill,  from  which  the  city  was  in  plain 
view,  I  could  see  the  San  Juan  Hill  aud  the  country  about  El  Caney. 
The  roads  were  very  poor,  and,  indeed,  little  better  than  bridlepaths, 
until  the  San  Juan  Eiver  and  El  Caney  were  reached. 

The  position  of  Bl  Caney,  to  the  northeast  of  Santiago,  was  of  great 
importance  to  the  enemy  as  holding  the  Guantanamo  road,  as  well  as 
furnishing  shelter  for  a  strong  outpost  that  might  be  used  to  assail  the 
right  iiank  and  rear  of  any  force  operating  against  San  Juan  Hill. 

In  view  of  this  I  decided  to  begin  the  attack  next  day  at  El  Caney 
with  one  division,  while  sending  two  divisions  on  the  direct  road  to 
Santiago,  passing  by  El  Poso  House,  and,  as  a  diversion,  to  direct  a  small 
force  against  Aguadores  from  Siboney  along  the  railroad  by  the  sea, 
with  a  view  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  latter 
direction  and  of  preventing  them  from  attacking  our  left  flank 

During  the  afternoon  I  assembled  the  division  commanders  and  ex- 
plained to  them  my  general  plan  of  battle.  Lawton's  division,  assisted 
by  Capron's  light  battery,  was  ordered  to  move  out  during  the  after- 
noon toward  El  Caney,  to  begin  the  attack  there  early  the  next  morning. 
After  carrying  El  Caney,  Lawton  was  to  move  by  the  Caney  road  toward 
Santiago  arid  take  position  on  the  right  of  the  line.  Wheeler's  division 
of  dismounted  cavalry  and  Kent's  division  of  infantry  were  directed 
on  the  Santiago  road,  the  head  of  the  column  resting  near  El  Poso, 
toward  which  heights  Grimes's  battery  moved  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th,  with  orders  to  take  position  thereon  early  the  next  morning  and 
at  the  proper  time  prepare  the  way  for  the  advance  of  Wheeler  and 
Kent  on  San  Juan  Hill.  The  attack  at  this  point  was  to  be  delayed 
until  Lawton's  guns  were  heard  at  El  Caney  and  his  infantry  flre  showed 
he  had  become  well  engaged. 

The  remainder  of  the  afternoon  and  night  was  devoted  to  cutting 
out  and  repairing  the  roads  and  to  other  necessary  preparations  for 
battle.  These  preparations  were  far  from  what  I  desired  them  to  be; 
but  we  were  in  a  sickly  climate;  our  supplies  had  to  be  brought  for- 
ward by  a  narrow  wagon  road,  which  the  rains  might  at  any  time  ren- 
der impassable;  fear  was  entertained  that  a  storm  might  drive  the 
vessels  containing  oar  stores  to  sea,  thus  separating  us  from  our  base 
of  supplies;  and  lastly,  it  was  reported  that  General  Pando,  with  8,000 
reenforcements  for  the  enemy,  was  en  route  from  Manzanillo  and  might 
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be  exxiected  in  a  few  days.    Under  those  conditions  I  determined  to 
give  battle  -without  delay. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  July  1  Lawton  was  in  position  around  El 
Oaney,  Chaiiee's  brigade  on  the  right,  across  the  Guantanaino  road, 
Miles's  brigade  in  the  center,  and  Ludlow's  on  the  left.  The  duty  ot 
cutting  oft'  the  enemy's  retreat  along  the  Santiago  road  was  assigned 
to  the  latter  brigade.  The  artillery  opened  on  the  town  at  6.15  a.  m. 
The  battle  here  soon  became  general  and  was  hotly  contested.  The 
enemy's  position  was  naturally  strong,  and  was  rendered  more  so  by 
blockhouses,  a  stone  fort,  and  entrenchments  cut  in  solid  rock,  and  the 
loopholing  of  a  solidly  built  stone  church.  The  opposition  offered  by  the 
enemy  was  greater  than  had  been  anticipated  and  prevented  Lawton  troin 
joining  the  right  of  the  main  line  during  the  day,  as  had  been  intended. 
After  the  battle  had  continued  for  some  time  Bates's  brigade  of  two 
regiments  reached  my  headquarters  from  8iboney.  I  directed  him  to 
move  near  EI  Caney,  to  give  assistance,  if  necessary.  He  did  so  and 
was  put  in  position  between  Miles  and  Chafiee.  The  battle  continued 
with  varying  intensity  during  most  of  the  day  and  until  the  place  was 
carried  by  assault,  about  4.30  p.  m.  As  the  Spaniards  endeavored  to 
retreat  along  the  Santiago  road,  Ludlow's  position  enabled  him  to  do 
very  effective  work  and  to  practically  cut  oft  all  retreat  in  that  direction. 

After  the  battle  at  El  Oaney  was  well  opened  and  the  sound  of  the 
small-arms  fire  caused  us  to  believe  that  Lawton  was  driving  the  enemy 
before  him,  I  directed  Grimes's  battery  to  open  fire  from  the  heights  of 
El  Poso  on  the  San  Juan  blockhouse,  which  could  be  seen  situated  in 
the  enemy's  entrenchments  extending  along  the  crest  of  San  Juan  Hill. 
This  fire  was  effective  and  the  enemy  could  be  seen  running  away  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  blockhouse.  The  artillery  flre  from  El  Pozo  was 
soon  returned  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  They  evidently  had  the  range 
of  this  hill,  and  their  first  shells  killed  and  wounded  several  men.  As 
the  Spaniards  used  smokeless  powder  it  was  very  difficult  to  locate  the 
positions  of  their  pieces,  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  smoke  caused  by 
our  black  powder  plainly  indicated  the  position  of  our  battery. 

At  this  time  the  cavalry  division  under  General  Sumner,  which  was 
lying  concealed  in  the  general  vicinity  of  the  El  Poso  House,  was 
ordered  forward,  with  directions  to  cross  the  San  Juan  River  and  deploy 
to  the  right  on  the  Santiago  side,  while  Kent's  division  was  to  follow 
closely  in  its  rear  and  deploy  to  the  left. 

These  troops  moved  forward  in  compliance  with  orders,  but  the  road 
was  so  narrow  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  retain  the  column  of 
fours  formation  at  all  points,  while  the  undergrowth  on  either  side  was 
so  dense  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  deploying  skirmishers.  It 
naturally  resulted  that  the  progress  made  was  slow,  and  the  long  range 
rifles  of  the  enemy's  infantry  killed  and  wounded  a  number  of  our  men 
while  marching  along  this  road  and  before  there  was  any  opportunity  to 
return  this  flre.  At  this  time  Generals  Kent  and  Sumner  were  ordered 
to  push  forward  with  all  possible  haste  and  place  their  troops  in  posi- 
tion to  engage  the  enemy.  General  Kent,  with  this  end  in  view,  forced 
the  head  of  his  column  alongside  of  the  cavalry  column  as  far  as  the 
narrow  trail  permitted,  and  thus  hurried  his  arrival  at  the  San  Juan 
and  the  formation  beyond  that  stream.  A  few  hundred  yards  before 
reaching  the  San  Juan  the  road  forks,  a  fact  that  was  discovered  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Derby,  of  my  staff,  who  had  approached  well  to  the 
front  in  a  war  balloon.  This  information  he  furnished  to  the  troops, 
resulting  in  Sumner  moving  on  the  right-hand  road,  while  Kent  was 
enabled  to  utilize  the  road  to  the  left. 
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General  Wheeler,  the  permanent  commander  of  the  cavalry  division, 
who  had  been  ill,  came  forward  during  the  morning,  and  later  returned 
to  duty  and  rendered  most  gallant  and  ef&cient  service  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day. 

After  crossing  the  stream,  the  cavalry  moved  to  the  right  with  a  view 
of  connecting  with  Lawton's  left  when  he  should  come  up,  and  with 
their  left  resting  near  the  Santiago  road. 

In  the  meanwhile  Kent's  division,  with  the  exception  of  two  regi- 
ments of  Hawkins's  brigade,  being  thus  uncovered,  moved  rapidly  to 
the  front  from  the  forks  previously  mentioned  in  the  road,  utilizing  both 
trails,  but  more  especially  the  one  to  the  left,  and  crossing  the  creek 
formed  for  attack  in  the  front  of  San  Juan  Hill.  During  this  forma- 
tion the  Second  Brigade  suffered  severely.  While  personally  superin- 
tending this  movement  its  gallant  commander,  Colonel  Wikoft',  was 
killed.  The  command  of  the  brigade  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Worth,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  who  was  soon  severely  wounded, 
and  next  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscuui,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  who 
five  minutes  later  also  fell  under  the  terrible  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
command  of  the  brigade  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewers, 
Ninth  Infantry. 

While  the  formation  just  described  was  taking  place,  General  Kent 
took  measures  to  hurry  forward  his  rear  brigade.  The  Tenth  and  Sec- 
ond Infantry  were  ordered  to  follow  WikofPs  brigade,  while  the  Twenty- 
first  was  sent  on  the  right-hand  road  to  support  the  First  Brigade, 
under  General  Hawkins,  who  had  crossed  the  stream  and  formed  on  the 
right  of  the  division.  The  Second  and  Tenth  Infantry,  Col.  E.  P.  Pear- 
son commanding,  moved  forward  in  good  order  on  the  left  of  the 
division,  passed  over  a  green  knoll,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  toward 
his  trenches. 

After  completing  their  formation,  under  a  destructive  fire,  and 
advancing  a  short  distance,  both  divisions  found  in  their  front  a  wide 
bottom  in  which  had  been  placed  a  barbed- wire  entanglement,  and 
beyond  which  there  was  a  high  hill,  along  the  crest  of  which  the  enemy 
was  strongly  posted.  Nothing  daunted,  these  gallant  men  pushed  on 
to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  chosen  position,  both  divisions  losing 
heavily.  In  this  assault  Colonel  Hamilton  and  Lieutenants  Smith  and 
Shipp  were  killed,  and  Colonel  Carroll  and  Lieutenants  Thayer  and 
Myer,  all  in  the  cavalry,  were  wounded.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Brig. 
Gen.  H.  S.  Hawkins,  who, placing  hiu)self  between  his  regiments,  urged 
them  on  by  voice  and  bugle  calls  to  the  attack  so  brilliantly  executed. 

In  this  fierce  encounter  words  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  gallant  regi- 
mental commanders  and  their  heroic  men,  for  while  the  generals  indi- 
cated the  formations  and  the  points  of  attack,  it  was,  after  all,  the 
intrepid  bravery  of  the  subordinate  ofiQcers  and  men  that  planted  our 
colors  on  the  crest  of  San  Juan  Hill  and  drove  the  enemy  from  his 
trenches  and  blockhouses,  thus  gaining  a  position  which  sealed  the  fate 
of  Santiago. 

In  this  action  on  this  part  of  the  field  most  efficient  service  was  ren- 
dered by  Lieut.  John  H.  Parker,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  and  the  Gatling 
gun  detachment  under  his  command.  The  fighting  continued  at  inter- 
vals until  nightfall,  but  our  men  held  resolutely  to  the  positions  gained 
at  the  cost  of  so  much  blood  and  toil. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  General  Wheeler,  who,  as  previously  stated, 
returned  from  the  sick  list  to  duty  during  the  afternoon.  His  cheerful- 
ness and  aggressiveness  made  itself  felt  on  this  part  of  the  battlefield, 
and  the  information  he  furnished  to  me  at  various  stages  of  the  battla 
proved  to  be  most  useful. 
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My  owD  health  was  impaired  by  overexertion  in  the  sun  and  intense 
heat  of  the  day  before,  which  prevented  me  from  participating  as 
actively  in  the  battle  as  I  desired,  but  from  a  high  hill  near  my  head- 
quarters I  had  a  general  view  of  the  battlefield,  extending  from  El 
Oaney  on  the  right  to  the  left  of  our  lines  on  San  Juan  Hill.  My  staff 
oflScers  were  stationed  at  various  points  on  the  field,  rendering  frequent 
reports,  and  through  them,  by  the  means  of  orderlies  and  the  telephone, 
I  was  enabled  to  transmit  my  orders.  During  the  afternoon  I  visited 
the  position  of  Grimes's  battery  on  the  heights  of  El  Poso,  and  saw 
Sumner  and  Kent  in  firm  possession  of  San  Juan  Hill,  which  I  directed 
should  be  intrenched  during  the  night.  My  engineer  officer,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Derby,  collected  and  sent  forward  the  necessary  tools,  and 
during  the  night  trenches  of  very  considerable  strength  were  con  structed. 

During  the  afternoon  Major  Dillenback,  by  my  order,  brought  forward 
the  two  remaining  batteries  of  his  battalion  and  put  them  in  position 
at  El  Poso,  to  the  left  of  Grimes.  Later  in  the  afternoon  all  three  bat- 
teries were  moved  forward  to  positions  near  the  firing  line,  but  the 
nature  of  the  country  and  the  intensity  of  the  enemy's  small-arms  fire 
was  such  that  no  substantial  results  were  gained  by  our  artillery  in  the 
new  positions.  The  batteries  were  intrenched  during  the  night.  Gen- 
eral Duffield,  with  the  Thirty-third  Michigan,  attacked  Aguadores  as 
ordered,  but  was  unable  to  accomplish  more  than  to  detain  the  Span- 
iards in  that  vicinity. 

After  the  brilliant  and  important  victory  gained  at  El  Caney,  Law- 
ton  started  his  tried  troops,  who  had  been  fighting  all  day  and  march- 
ing much  of  the  night  before,  to  connect  with  the  right  of  the  cavalry 
division.  Night  came  on  before  this  movement  could  be  accomplished. 
In  the  darkness  the  enemy's  pickets  were  encountered,  and  the  division 
commander,  being  uncertain  of  the  ground  and  as  to  what  might  be  in 
his  front,  halted  his  command  and  reported  the  situation  to  me.  This 
information  was  received  about  12,30  a.  m.,  and  I  directed  General 
Lawton  to  return  by  my  headquarters  and  the  Bl  Poso  House  as  the 
only  certain  way  of  gaining  his  new  position. 

This  was  done,  and  the  division  took  position  on  the  right  of  the 
cavalry  early  next  morning,  Chaffee's  brigade  arriving  first,  about  half 
past  7,  and  the  other  brigades  before  noon. 

On  the  night  of  July  1 1  ordered  General  Duffield,  at  Siboney,  to  send 
forward  the  Thirty- fourth  Michigan  and  the  Mnth  Massachusetts,  both 
of  which  had  just  arrived  from  the  United  States.  These  regiments 
reached  the  front  the  next  morning.  The  Thirty-fourth  was  placed  in 
rear  of  Kent,  and  the  Ninth  was  assigned  to  Bates,  who  placed  it  on 
his  left. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  July  2  the  enemy  opened  battle,  but  because 
of  the  intrenchments  made  during  the  night,  the  approach  of  Lawton's 
division,  and  the  presence  of  Bates's  brigade,  which  had  taken  position 
during  the  night  on  Kent's  left,  little  apprehension  was  felt  as  to  our 
ability  to  repel  the  Spaniards. 

It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  General  Bates  and  his  brigade  had 
performed  most  arduous  and  efficient  service,  having  marched  much  of 
the  night  of  June  30-July  1,  and  a  good  part  of  the  latter  day,  dur- 
ing which  he  also  participated  in  the  battle  of  El  Caney,  after  which 
he  proceeded  by  way  of  El  Poso  to  the  left  of  the  line  at  San  Juan, 
-reaching  his  new  position  about  midnight. 

All  day  on  the  2d  the  battle  raged  with  more  or  less  fury,  but  such 
of  our  troops  as  were  in  position  at  daylight  held  their  ground,  and 
Lawton  gained  a  strong  and  commanding  position  on  the  right. 
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About  10  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous  assault  to  break  through 
my  lines,  but  he  was  repulsed  at  all  points. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  battle  was  renewed,  but  the  enemy 
seemed  to  have  expended  his  energy  in  the  assault  of  the  previous 
night,  and  the  firing  along  the  lines  was  desultory  until  stopped  by  my 
sending  the  following  letter  within  the  Spanish  lines : 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Near  San  Juan  River,  July  3, 1898 — 8.30  a.  m. 
To  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Spanish  Forces, 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Sib:  I  shall  be  obliged,  unless  you  surrender,  to  shell  Santiago  de  Cuba.    Please 
inform  the  citizens  of  foreign  countries,  and  all  women  and  children,  that  they 
should  leave  the  city  before  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  R.  Shapter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  V 

To  this  letter  I  received  the  following  reply: 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  3, 1898. 
His  Excellency  the  General  Commanding  Forces  op  United  States, 

Near  San  Juan  River. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  communication  of  to-day,  written  at  8.30 
a.  m.  and  received  at  1  p.  m.,  demanding  the  surrender  of  this  city,  or,  in  the  con- 
trary case,  announcing  to  me  that  you  will  bombard  this  city,  and  that  I  advise 
the  foreigners,  women,  and  children  that  they  must  leave  the  city  before  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

It  is  my  dutjr  to  say  to  you  that  this  city  will  not  surrender,  and  that  I  will 
inform  the  foreign  consuls  and  inhabitants  of  the  contents  of  your  message. 
Very  respectfully, 

J0S4   TORAL, 

Commander  in  Chief  Fourth  Corps. 

Several  of  the  foreign  consuls  came  into  my  lines  and  asked  that  the 
time  given  for  them,  the  women,  and  children  to  depart  from  the  city  be 
extended  until  10  o'clock  on  July  5.  This  induced  me  to  write  a  second 
letter,  as  follows : 

July  3, 1898. 
The  Commanding  General  Spanish  Forces, 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Sir:  In  consideration  of  a  request  of  the  consular  officers  in  your  city  for  further 
delay  in  carrying  out  my  intentions  to  fire  on  the  city,  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
poor  women  and  children,  who  will  suffer  very  greatly  by  their  hasty  and  enforced 
departure  from  the  city,  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  that  I  will  delay  such 
action,  solely  in  their  interests,  until  noon  of  the  5th,  provided  that  during  the 
interim  your  forces  make  no  demonstration  whatever  upon  those  of  my  own. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  R.  Shapter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  V. 

My  first  message  went  in  under  a  flag  of  truce  at  12.30  p.  m.  I  was 
of  the  opinion  that  tlie  Spaniards  would  surrender  if  given  a  little  time, 
and  I  thought  this  result  would  be  hastened  if  the  men  of  their  army 
could  be  made  to  understand  they  would  be  well  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war.  Acting  upon  this  presumption,  I  determined  to  offer  to  return 
all  the  wounded  Spanish  ofQcers  at  El  Oaney  who  were  able  to  bear 
transportation,  and  who  were  willing  to  give  their  paroles  not  to  serve 
against  the  forces  of  the  United  States  until  regularly  exchanged.  % 
This  offer  was  made  and  accepted.  These  officers,  as  well  as  several  of 
the  wounded  Spanish  privates,  27  iti  all,  were  sent  to  their  lines  under 
the  escort  of  some-of  our  mounted  cavalry.    Our  troops  were  received 
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with  honors,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  the  return  of  the  Span- 
ish prisoners  produced  a  good  imiiression  on  their  comrades. 

The  cessation  of  firing  about  noon  on  the  3d  practically  terminated 
the  battle  of  Santiago;  ail  that  occurred  after  this  time  may  properly 
be  treated  under  the  head  of  the  siege  which  followed.  After  deduct- 
ing the  detachments  retained  at  Siboiiey  and  Daiquiri  to  render  those 
depots  seciire  from  attack,  organizations  held  to  protect  our  flanks, 
others  acting  as  escorts  and  guards  to  liglit  batteries,  the  members  of 
the  Hospital  Corps,  guards  left  in  charge  of  blanket  rolls  which  the 
intense  heat  caused  the  men  to  cast  aside  before  entering  battle,  order- 
lies, etc.,  it  is  doubtful  if  we  had  more  than  12,000  men  on  the  firing 
line  on  July  1,  when  the  battle  was  fiercest,  and  when  the  important 
and  strong  positions  of  Bl  Caney  and  San  Juan  were  captured.  A  few 
Cubans  assisted  in  the  attack  at  Bl  Caney  and  fought  valiantly,  but 
their  numbers  were  too  small  to  materially  change  tlie  strength  as  indi- 
cated above.  The  enemy  confronted  us  with  numbers  about  equal  to 
our  own;  they  fought  obstinately  in  strong  and  intrenched  positions, 
and  the  results  obtained  clearly  indicate  the  intrepid  gallantry  of  the 
company  ofi&cers  and  men,  and  the  benefits  derived  from  the  careful 
training  and  instruction  given  in  the  comi)any  in  recent  years  in  rifle 
practice  and  other  battle  exercises.  Our  losses  in  these  battles  were 
22  ofiflcers  and  208  men  killed,  and  81  officers  and  1,203  men  wounded; 
missing,  79.    The  missing,  with  few  exceptions,  reported  later. 

The  arrival  of  General  Bscario  on  the  night  of  July  2  and  his  entrance 
into  the  city  was  not  anticipated;  for  although  it  was  known,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  that  General  Pando  had  left  Manzanillo  with  reenforce- 
iiients  for  the  garrison  at  Santiago,  it  was  not  believed  his  troops  could 
ill  rive  so  soon.  General  Garcia,  with  between  4,00ii  and  5,000  Cubans, 
was  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  watching  for  and  intepcepting  the  reen- 
forcements  expected.  This,  however,  he  failed  to  do,  and  Escario  passed 
in  the  city  along  on  my  extreme  right  and  near  the  bay.  Tip  to  this 
time  I  had  been  unable  to  complete  the  investment  of  the  town  with 
my  own  men;  but  to  prevent  any  more  reenforcements  coming  in  or  the 
enemy  escaping,  I  extended  my  lines  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the 
extreme  right  ahd  completed  the  investment  of  the  place,  leaving 
General  Garcia's  forces  in  the  rear  of  my  right  flank  to  scout  the 
country  for  any  approaching  Spanish  reenforcements,  a  duty  which  his 
forces  were  very  competent  to  perform. 

It  had  been  reported  that  8,000  Spanish  troops-  had  left  Holguin  for 
Santiago.  It  was  also  known  that  there  was  a  considerable  force  at 
San  Luis,  20  miles  to  the  horth. 

In  the  battle  of  Santiago  the  Spanish  navy  endeavored  to  shell  our 
troops  on  the  extreme  right,  but  the  latter  were  concealed  by  the  ine- 
qualities of  the  ground,  and  the  shells  did  little,  if  any,  harm.  Their 
naval  forces  also  assisted  in  the  trenches,  having  1,000  on  shore,  and  I 
am  informed  they  sustained  considerable  loss.  Among  others,  Admiral 
Cervera's  chief  of  staff  was  killed.  Being  convinced  the  city  would 
fall.  Admiral  Cervera  determined  to  put  to  sea,  informing  the  French 
consul  it  was  better  to  die  fighting  than  to  sink  his  ships.  The  news 
of  the  great  naval  victory  which  followed  was  enthusiastically  received 
by  the  army. 

The  information  of  our  naval  victory  was  transmitted  under  flag  of 
truce  to  the  Spanish  commander  iu  Santiago  on  July  4,  and  the  sugges- 
tion again  made  that  he  surrender  to  save  needless  effusion  of  blood. 

On  the  same  date  I  informed  Admiral  Sampson  that  if  he  would  force 
his  way  into  the  harbor  the  city  would  surrender  without  any  further 
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sacrifice  of  life.  Commodore  Watson  replied  that  Admiral  Sampson 
was  temporarily  absent,  but  that  in  his  (Watson's)  opinion  the  navy 
should  not  enter  the  harbor. 

In  the  meanwhile  letters  passing  between  General  Toral  and  myself 
caused  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  continue;  each  army,  however, 
continued  to  strengthen  its  intrenchments.  I  was  still  of  the  opinion 
the  Spaniards  would  surrender  without  much  more  fighting,  and  on 
July  6  called  General  Toral's  attention  to  the  changed  conditions  and  at 
his  request  gave  him  time  to  consult  his  home  Government.  This  he  did, 
asking  that  the  British  consul,  with  the  employees  of  the  cable  company, 
be  permitted  to  return  from  El  Oaney  to  the  city.    This  I  granted. 

The  strength  of  the  enemy's  position  was  such  I  did  not  wish  to 
assault  if  it  could  be  avoided. 

An  examination  of  the  enemy's  works,  made  after  the  surrender, 
fully  justified  the  wisdom  of  the  course  adopted.  The  intrenchments 
could  only  have  been  carried  with  very  great  loss  of  life,  probably  with 
not  less  than  3,000  killed  and  wounded. 

On  July  8  General  Toral  offered  to  march  out  of  the  city  with  arms 
and  baggage,  provided  he  would  not  be  molested  before  reaching 
Holguiu,  and  to  surrender  to  the  American  forces  the  territory  then 
occupied  by  him.  I  replied  that  while  I  would  submit  his  proposition 
to  my  home  Government,  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  accepted. 

In  the  meanwhile  arrangements  were  made  with  Admiral  Sampson 
that  when  the  army  again  engaged  the  enemy  the  navy  would  assist 
bj'  shelling  the  city  from  ships  stationed  off  Aguadores,  dropping  a 
shell  every  few  minutes. 

On  July  10  the  First  Illinois  and  the  First  District  of  Columbia 
arrived,  and  were  placed  on  the  line  to  the  right  of  the  cavalry  division. 
This  enabled  me  to  push  Lawton  further  to  the  right  and  to  practi- 
cally command  the  Cobra  road. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  date  last  mentioned  the  truce  was  broken 
off  at  4  p.  m.,  and  I  determined  to  open  with  four  batteries  of  artillery, 
and  went  forward  in  person  to  the  trenches  to  give  the  necessary  orders; 
but  the  enemy  anticipated  us  by  opening  fire  with  his  artillery  a  few 
minutes  after  the  hour  stated.  His  batteries  were  apparently  silenced 
before  night,  while  ours  continued  playing  upon  his  trenches  until 
dark.  During  this  firing  the  navy  fired  from  Aguadores,  most  of  the 
shells  falling  in  the  city.  There  was  also  some  small-arms  firing.  On 
this  afternoon  and  the  next  morning  we  lost  Capt.  Charles  W.  Eowell, 
Second  Infantry,  and  1  man  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Lutz,  Second  Infan- 
try, and  10  men  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  July  11  the  bombardment  by  the  Navy  and  my 
field  guns  was  renewed  and  continued  until  nearly  noon,  and  on  the 
same  day  I  reported  to  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army  that  the 
right  of  Ludlow's  brigade  of  Lawton's  division  rested  on  the  bay.  Thus 
our  hold  upon  the  enemy  was  complete. 

At  2  p.  m.  on  this  date,  the  11th,  the  surrender  of  the  city  was  again 
demanded.  The  firing  ceased  and  was  not  again  renewed.  By  this 
date  the  sickness  in  the  army  was  increasing  very  rapidly  as  a  result  of 
exposure  in  the  trenches  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  sun  and  the  heavy 
rains.  Moreover,  the  dews  in  Cuba  are  almost  equal  to  rains.  The 
weakness  of  the  troops  was  becoming  so  apparent  I  was  anxious  to 
bring  the  siege  to  an  end,  but  in  common  with  most  of  the  officers  of 
the  army  I  did  not  think  an  assault  would  be  justifiable,  esjiecially  as 
the  enemy  seemed  to  be  acting  in  good  faith  in  their  preliminary  propo- 
sitions to  surrender. 
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On  July  11 1  wrote  General  Toral  as  follows : 

With  the  largely  increased  forces  which  have  come  to  me,  and  the  fact  that  I 
have  your  line  of  retreat  securely  in  my  hands,  the  time  seems  fitting  that  I  should 
again  demand  of  your  excellency  the  surrender  of  Santiago  and  of  your  excellen- 
cy's army.  I  am  authorized  to  state  that  should  your  excellency  so  desire  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  will  transport  the  entire  command  of  your 
excellency  to  Spain. 

General  Toral  replied  that  he  had  communicated  my  proposition  to 
his  general-in-chief,  General  Blauco. 

July  12 1  informed  the  Spanish  commander  that  Major-General  Miles, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  American  Army,  had  just  arrived  in  my 
camp,  and  requested  him  to  grant  us  a  personal  interview  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  He  replied  he  would  be  pleased  to  meet  us.  The  interview 
took  place  on  the  13th,  and  1  informed  him  his  surreuder  only  could  be 
considered,  and  that  as  he  was  without  hope  of  escape  he  had  no  right 
to  continue  the  fight. 

On  the  14th  another  interview  took  place,  during  which  General 
Toral  agreed  to  surrender,  upon  the  basis  of  his  army,  the  Fourth  Army 
Corps,  beingreturned  to  Spain,  the  capitulation  embracing  all  of  eastern 
Cuba  east  of  a  line  passing  from  Acerraderos  on  the  south  to  Sagua 
de  Tanamo  on  the  north,  via  Palma  Soriano.  It  was  agreed  commis- 
sioners should  meet  during  the  afternoon  to  definitely  arrange  the  terms 
of  surrender,  and  I  appointed  Major-Generals  Wheeler  and  Lawton  and 
Lieutenant  Miley  to  represent  the  United  States. 

The  Spanish  commissioners  raised  many  points,  and  were  especially 
desirous  of  retaining  their  arms.  The  discussion  lasted  until  late  at 
night,  and  was  renewed  at  "J.30  o'clock  next  morning.  The  terms  of 
surrender  finally  agreed  upon  included  about  12,000  Spanish  troops  in 
the  city  and  as  many  more  in  the  surrendered  district. 

It  was  arranged  the  formal  surrender  should  take  place  between  the 
lines  on  the  morning  of  July  17,  each  army  being  represented  by  100 
armed  men.  At  the  time  appointed,  I  appeared  at  the  place  agreed 
upon  with  my  general  officers,  staff,  and  100  troopers  of  the  Second 
Cavalry  under  Captain  Brett.  General  Toral  also  arrived  with  a  num- 
ber of  his  ofi&cers  and  100  infantry.  We  met  midway  between  the  rep- 
resentatives of  our  two  armies,  and  the  Spanish  commander  formally 
consummated  the  surrender  of  the  city  and  the  24,000  troops  in  Santiago 
and  the  surrendered  district. 

After  this  ceremony  I  entered  the  city  with  my  staff  and  escort,  and  at 
12  o'clock  noon  the  American  flag  was  raised  over  the  governor's  palace 
with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  Ninth  Infantry  immediately  took  possession  of  the  city,  and  per- 
fect order  was  maintained.  The  surrender  included  a  small  gunboat 
and  about  200  seamen,  together  with  five  merchant  ships  in  the  harbor. 
One  of  these  vessels,  the  Mexico,  had  been  used  as  a  war  vessel  and 
had  four  guns  mounted  on  it. 

In  taking  charge  of  the  civil  government,  all  officials  who  were  will- 
ing to  serve  were  retained  in  oflce  and  the  established  order  of  gov- 
ernment was  preserved  as  far  as  consistent  with  the  necessities  of  mili- 
tary rule. 

I  soon  found  the  number  of  officials  was  excessive,  and  I  greatly 
reduced  the  list,  and  some  departments  were  entirely  abolished. 

A  collector  of  customs,  Mr.  Donaldson,  arrived  soon  after  the  surren 
der  and,  due  to  his  euergy  and  efficiency,  this  department  was  soon 
working  satisfactorily.    The  total  receipts  had  up  to  my  departure 
been  $102,000. 


160  REPORT   OF   THE    SECRETARY    OP  WAR. 

On  August  4  I  received  orders  to  begin  the  embarkation  of  my  com- 
mand and  ship  them  to  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  New  York.  The 
movement  continued  without  Interruption  until  August  25,  when  I  sailed 
for  Montauk  with  the  last  troops  in  my  command,  turning  over  the 
command  of  the  district  to  Major-General  Lawton. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  wish  to  dwell  upon  the  natural  obstacles 
I  had  to  encounter  and  which  no  foresight  could  have  overcome  or 
obviated.  The  rocky  and  precipitous  coast  afforded  no  sheltered  land- 
ing places,  the  roads  were  mere  bridle  paths,  the  effect  of  the  tropical 
sun  and  rains  upon  unacclimated  troops  was  deadly,  and  a  dread  of 
strange  and  unknown  diseases  had  its  effect  on  the  army. 

At  Daiquiri  the  landing  of  the  troops  and  stores  was  made  at  a  small 
wooden  wharf  which  the  Spaniards  tried  to  burn,  but  unsuccessfully, 
and  the  animals  were  pushed  into  the  water  and  guided  to  a  sandy 
beach  about  200  yards  in  extent.  At  Siboney  the  landing  was  made 
on  the  beach  and  at  a  small  wharf  erected  by  the  engineers. 

I  had  neither  the  time  nor  the  men  to  spare  to  construct  permanent 
wharves. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  had  nearly  1,000  men  continuously  at  work 
on  the  roads,  they  were  at  times  impassable  for  wagons. 

The  San  Juau  and  Aguadores  rivers  would  often  suddenly  rise  so  as 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  wagons,  and  then  the  eight  pack  trains  with 
the  command  had  to  be  depended  upon  for  the  victualing  of  my  army, 
as  well  as  the  20,000  refugees,  who  could  not,  in  the  interests  of  liumanity, 
be  left  to  starve  while  we  had  rations.  Often  for  days  nothing  could 
be  moved  except  on  pack  trains. 

After  the  great  physical  strain  and  exposure  of  July  1  and  2  the 
malarial  and  other  fevers  began  to  rapidly  advance  throughout  the 
command,  and  on  July  4  the  yellow  fever  appeared  at  Siboney.  Though 
efforts  were  made  to  keep  this  fact  from  the  army,  it  soon  became  known. 

The  supply  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores  during  the  cam- 
paign was  abundant,  and  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  in  landing 
and  transporting  the  ration,  the  troops  on  the  firing  line  were  at  all 
times  supplied  with  its  coarser  components,  namely,  of  bread,  meat, 
sugar,  and  coffee. 

There  was  no  lack  of  transportation,  for  at  no  time  up  to  the  sur- 
render could  all  the  wagons  I  had  be  used. 

In  reference  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  I  have  to  say  that  they  received 
every  attention  that  it  was  possible  to  give  them.  The  medical  officers, 
without  exception,  worked  night  and  day  to  alleviate  the  suffering, 
which  was  no  greater  than  invariably  accompanies  a  campaign.  It 
would  have  been  better  if  we  had  more  ambulances,  but  as  many  were 
taken  as  was  thought  necessary,  judging  from  previous  campaigns. 

The  discipline  of  the  command  was  superb,  and  I  wish  to  invite 
attention  to  the  fact  that  not  an  officer  was  brought  to  trial  by  court- 
martial  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  no  enlisted  man.  This  speaks  volumes 
for  an  army  of  this  size  and  in  a  campaign  of  such  duration. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  to  the  members  of  my  staff  my 
thanks  for  their  efficient  performance  of  all  the  duties  required  of  them 
and  the  good  judgment  and  bravery  displayed  on  all  occasions  when 
demanded. 

I  wish  to  invite  special  attention  to  Dr.  G.  Goodfellow,  of  New  York, 
who  accompanied  me  throughout  the  campaign,  and  performed  much 
professional  service,  as  well  as  duties  as  volunteer  aid.  I  recommend 
him  for  favorable  consideration  of  the  War  Department  and  appoint- 
ment as  surgeon  of  volunteers. 

Mr.  Gr.  F.  Hawkins,  of  New  York,  also  accompanied  me  as  volunteer 
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aid,  and  I  recommend  him  for  favorable  consideration  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment fbr  faithful  and  important  services  rendered. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Admiral  Sampson  and  Captain  Goodrich,  U.  S. 
Navy,  for  their  efficient  aid  in  disembarking  my  army.  Without  their 
assistance  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  landed  in  the  time 
I  did. 

I  also  express  my  warmest  thanks  to  division,  brigade,  and  regimental 
commanders,  without  exception,  for  their  earnest  efforts  in  carrying 
out  my  wishes  and  for  the  good  judgment  they  invariably  displayed  in 
handling  their  troops. 

The  reports  of  the  division  commanders  are  attached  hereto,  and  those 
of  the  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  forwarded  herewith,  and 
attention  respectfully  invited  to  them. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  E.  Shaftee, 

Major- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Commanding  United  States  Forces  in  Cuba. 


GovERNOES  Island,  New  Toek  Harbor, 

November  21,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  my  report  of  September  12, 1898,  detailing 
the  operations  of  the  army  iu  the  campaigu  before  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
I  wish  to  invite  special  attention  to  the  very  valuable  services  rendered 
by  Lieut.  Ool.  George  McC.  Derby,  chief  engineer,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
and  the  six  officers  who  assisted  him.  Their  reconnoissances,  made 
daily  from  the  time  of  landing  until  tb(3  attack,  gave  me  most  valuable 
knowledge  of  the  country  up  to  the  enemy's  picket  line.  The  two  com- 
panies, C  and  E,  United  States  Engineers,  also  rendered  valuable  serv- 
ices in  road  building  and  road  repairing,  construction  of  pier  and  tem- 
porary road  bridges,  and  deserve  special  credit  for  the  rapidity  with 
which  repairs  were  made  on  railroad  bridges,  particularly  the  large 
break  in  the  bridge  of  Aguadores,  the  repairing  of  which  gave  us  rail- 
road communication  between  Siboney  and  Santiago.  Extensive  and 
important  repairs  were  also  made  on  the  bridges  on  the  railroad  from 
Santiago  to  San  Luis,  which  gave  us  connection  with  the  interior,  other- 
wise impossible,  on  account  of  the  impassable  condition  of  the  roads. 

I  also  desire  to  mention  the  squadron  of  the  Second  United  States 
Cavalry,  under  Lieut.  Col.  William  A.  Eafterty,  of  that  regiment. 
These  four  troops,  under  command  of  Captains  Brett  and  Lewis  and 
Lieutenants  Allen  and  Clark,  constituted  the  only  mounted  force  of  my 
command,  and  performed  the  most  arduous  and  valuable  services  in 
escorting  wagon  and  pack  trains  along  dangerous  sections  of  the  road 
and  in  furnishing  escorts  for  light  batteries  in  battle  and  orderlies  for 
my  own  and  division  headquarters.  While  the  dense  undergrowth 
which  covered  most  of  the  country,  prevented  this  squadron  from  per- 
forming some  of  the  duties  usually  assigned  to  a  mounted  command, 
yet  it  performed  an  immense  amount  of  labor,  which  was  accomplished 
to  my  entire  satisfaction.  As  separate  organizations,  these  troops  were 
present  on  various  parts  of  the  battlefields  of  July  1, 2,  and  3,  and  con- 
ducted themselves  most  creditably,  as  did  the  troopers  individually  when 
carrying  dispatches  under  fire.  I  commend  the  squadron  to  the  favor, 
able  consideration  of  my  superiors. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  E.  Shaftbr, 

Major- Genera    U.  IS.  Volunteers. 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
11  M  G 
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general  'wheeler's  report. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Gamp  6^  miles  east  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  26, 1898. 
Abjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

8.  8.  Seguranca. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  instructions  from 
the  major-general  commanding,  given  to  me  in  person  on  June  23, 1 
proceeded  to  Siboney  (Juraquacito). 

The  enemy  had  evacuated  the  place  at  daylight  that  morning,  taking 
a  course  toward  Sevilla.  A  body  of  about  100  Cubans  had  followed 
and  engaged  the  enemy's  rear  guard.    About  9  of  them  were  wounded. 

I  rode  out  to  the  front  and  found  the  enemy  had  halted  and  estab- 
lished themselves  at  a  point  about  three  miles  from  Siboney.  At  night 
the  Cubans  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  the  town. 

At  8  o'clock  on  that  evening  of  the  23d  General  Toung  reached 
Siboney  with  eighttroops  of  Colonel  Wood's  regiment  (A,  B,  D,  E,  P,  G, 
K,  and  L),  500  strong ;  Troops  A,  B,  G,  and  K  of  the  First  Cavalry,  in  aU 
244,  and  Troops  A,  B,  E,  and  I  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry,  in  all  220  men, 
making  the  total  force  964  men,  which  included  nearly  all  of  my  com- 
mand which  had  disembarked.  These  troops  had  marched  from 
Daiquiri,  11  miles.  With  the  assistance  of  General  Castillo,  a  rough 
map  of  the"  country  was  prepared  and  the  position  of  the  enemy  fuUy 
explained,  and  I  determined  to  make  an  attack. 

At  daylight  on  the  24th  Wood's  regiment  was  sent  by  General  Toung, 
accompanied  by  two  of  his  staff  officers,  Lieuts.  Tyree  E.  Rivers  and 
W.  R.  Smedberg,  jr.,  to  approach  the  enemy  on  the  left-hand  or  more 
westerly  road,  while  General  Toung,  myself,  and  the  troops  of  the  First 
and  Tenth  Cavalry,  with  three  Hotchkiss  mountain  guns,  approached 
the  enemy  on  the  regular  Sevilla  road.  We  expected  also  to  take  the 
dynamite  gun  with  us,  but  unfortunately  it  did  not  reach  Siboney. 

General  Toung  and  myself  examined  the  position  of  the  enemy. 
The  lines  were  deployed  and  I  directed  him  to  open  fire  with  the 
Hotchkiss  guns.  The  enemy  replied  and  the  firing  immediately  became 
general. 

Colonel  Wood  had  deployed  his  regiment,  his  right  nearly  reaching 
the  left  of  the  regulars. 

For  an  hour  the  fighting  was  very  warm,  the  enemy  being  very  lavish 
in  the  expenditure  of  ammunition,  most  of  their  firing  being  by  volleys. 

Finally  the  enemy  gave  way  and  retreated  rapidly,  our  line  keeping 
well  closed  upon  them.  Our  men,  being  physically  exhausted  by  both 
their  exertions  and  the  great  heat,  were  incapable  of  maintaining  the 
pursuit. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  gallant  and  excellent  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  throughout  the  command. 

General  Toung  deserves  special  commendation  for  his  cool,  deliberate, 
and  skillful  management. 

I  also  specially  noticed  his  acting  adjutant-general,  Lieut.  A.  L.  Mills, 
First  Cavalry,  who,  under  General  Toung's  direction,  was  at  the  various 
parts  of  the  line,  acting  with  energy  and  cool  courage. 

The  imperative  necessity  of  disembarking  with  promptitude  had 
impelled  me  to  leave  most  of  my  staff  to  hasten  this  important  matter, 
and  unfortunately  I  only  had  with  me  Major  Beach  and  Mr.  Mestre,  a 
Cuban  volunteer  aid,  both  of  whom  during  the  engagement  most  cred- 
itably and  bravely  performed  their  duties.  I  am  especially  indebted  to 
Maj.  W,  D.  Beach  for  his  cool  and  good  judgment. 
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Colonel  Wood's  regiment  was  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  and  too  far 
distant  for  me  to  be  a  personal  witness  of  the  individual  conduct  of  his 
officers  and  men,  but  the  magnificent  and  brave  work  done  by  his  regi- 
ment under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Wood  testifies  to  his  courage  and  skill. 
The  energy  and  determination  of  this  officer  had  been  marked  from  the 
moment  he  reported  to  me  at  Tampa,  Pla.,  and  I  have  abundant  evi- 
dence of  his  brave  and  good  conduct  on  the  field,  and  I  recommend 
him  for  consideration  of  the  Government. 

I  must  rely  upon  his  report  to  do  justice  to  his  officers  and  men,  but 
I  desire  personally  to  add  that  all  that  I  have  said  about  Colonel  Wood 
applies  equally  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Roosevelt. 

I  was  immediately  with  the  troops  of  the  First  and  Tenth  Eegular 
Cavalry,  dismounted,  and  personally  noticed  their  brave  and  good  con- 
duct, which  will  be  specially  mentioned  by  General  Young. 

I  personally  noticed  the  good  conduct  of  Capts.  W.  H.  Beck,  Robert 
P.  P.  Waiuwright,  and  Jacob  G.  Galbraith,  Maj.  James  M.  Bell,  Capt. 
Thomas  T.  Knox,  and  Lieut.  George  L.  Byrom.  The  last  three  were 
wounded. 

Major  Bell,  as  he  laid  on  the  ground  with  a  broken  leg,  said :  "  I  only 
regret  I  can't  go  on  with  you  further." 

Captain  Knox,  though  severely  wounded,  insisted  to  me  that  he  was 
not  much  hurt,  and  continued  as  long  as  possible  to  exercise  command, 
and  Lieutenant  Byrom  also  continued  upon  the  line  until  he  fainted. 

I  recommend  these  officers  for  favorable  consideration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  can  not  state  positively  as  to  the  size  of  the  Spanish  force  which  we 
engaged  or  the  extent  of  their  casualties  further  than  that  the  force 
was  much  greater  than  ours,  and  that  the  information  I  have  would 
indicate  that  their  killed  and  wounded  very  far  exceeded  the  losses 
which  our  troops  sustained ;  but  our  estimates  on  these  points  can  only  be 
verified  when  we  have  access  to  the  reports  of  the  Spanish  commanders. 

The  engagement  inspirited  our  troops  and  must  have  had  a  bad  effect 
upon  the  spirits  of  the  Spanish  soldiers. 

It  also  gave  our  army  a  beautiful  and  well- watered  country,  in  which 
we  have  established  our  encampments.    It  has  also  given  us  a  fall  view 
of  Santiago  and  the  surrounding  country,  and  enabled  us  to  reconnoiter 
close  up  to  the  fortifications  of  that  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jos.  Wheelek, 
Major- General  U.  8.  Volunteer Sj  Commanding. 


Casualties  in  the  engagement  at  La  Ouasima,  or  Savilla. 


Strength.    Killed.    Wounded. 


First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry 
First  United  States  Begnlar  Cavalry. . 
Tenth  United  States  Begnlar  Cavalry . 

Total 


600 
244 
220 


34 

8 

10 


Eespectfully  submitted. 


Jos.  Wheeler, 
ijor-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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generaii  kent's  report. 

Hbadquartees  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Fort  San  Juan, 
JTear  Santiago  de  Guba,  July  7, 1898. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant- GtEneral, 

Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  command  in  the  battle  of  July  1 : 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  30,  pursuant  to  orders  given  me  verbally 
by  the  corps  commander  at  his  headquarters,  1  moved  my  Second  and 
Third  brigades  (Pearson  and  Wikoff)  forward  about  2  miles  to  a  point 
on  the  Santiago  road,  near  corps  headquarters.  Here  the  troops 
bivouacked,  the  First  Brigade  (Hawkins's)  remaining  in  its  camp  of  the 
two  preceding  days,  slightly  in  rear  of  corps  headquarters. 

On  the  following  morning  (July  1),  at  7  o'clock,  I  rode  forward  to  the 
hill  where  Captain  Grimes's  battery  was  in  position.  I  here  met  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  McClernand,  assistant  adjutant- general,  Fifth  Corps, 
who  pointed  out  to  me  a  green  hill  in  the  distance,  which  was  to  be 
my  objective  on  my  left,  and  either  he  or  Lieutenant  Miley,  of  Major- 
General  Shatter's  staff,  gave  me  directions  to  keep  my  right  on  the 
main  road  leading  to  the  city  of  Santiago.  I  had  previously  given  the 
necessary  orders  for  Hawkins's  brigade  to  move  early,  to  be  followed  in 
turn  by  Wikoff  and  Pearson.  Shortly  after  Grimes's  battery  opened 
fire  I  rode  down  to  the  stream,  and  there  found  General  Hawkins  at 
the  head  of  his  brigade,  at  a  point  about  250  yards  from  the  El  Pozo 
sugarhouse.     Here  I  gave  him  his  orders. 

The  enemy's  artillery  was  now  replying  to  Grimes's  Battery.  I  rode 
forward  with  Hawkins  about  150  yards,  closely  followed  by  the  Sixth 
Infantry,  which  was  leading  the  First  Brigade.  At  this  point  I  received 
instructions  to  allow  the  cavalry  the  right  of  way,  but  for  some  unknown 
reason  they  moved  up  very  slowly,  thus  causing  a  delay  in  my  advance 
of  fully  forty  minutes.  Lieutenant  Miley,  of  General  Shafter's  staff, 
was  at  this  point  and  understood  how  the  division  was  delayed,  and 
repeated  several  times  that  he  understood  I  was  making  all  the  prog- 
ress possible.  General  Hawkins  went  forward  and  word  came  back 
in  a  few  minutes  that  it  would  be  possible  to  observe  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion from  the  front.  I  immediately  rode  forward  with  my  staff.  The 
fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  was  being  distinctly  felt  at  this  time. 
I  crossed  the  main  ford  of  the  San  Juan  River,  joined  General  Hawkins, 
and  with  him  observed  the  enemy's  position  from  a  point  some  distance 
in  advance  of  the  ford.  General  Hawkins  deemed  it  possible  to  turn 
the  enemy's  right  at  Fort  San  Juan,  but  later,  under  the  heavy  fire,  this 
was  found  impracticable  for  the  First  Brigade,  butwas  accomplished  by 
the  Third  Brigade  coming  up  later  on  Geueral  Hawkins's  left.  Having 
completed  the  observation,  with  my  staff'  I  proceeded  to  join  the  head 
of  my  division,  just  coming  under  heavy  fire.  Approaching  the  First 
Brigade,  I  directed  them  to  move  alongside  the  cavalry  (which  was 
halted).  We  were  already  suffering  losses  caused  by  the  balloon,  near 
by,  attracting  tire  and  disclosing  our  position. 

The  enemy's  infantry  fire,  steadily  increasing  in  intensity,  now  came 
from  all  directions,  not  only  from  the  front  and  the  dense  tropical 
thickets  on  our  flanks,  but  from  sharpshooters  thickly  posted  in  trees 
in  our  rear  and  from  shrapnel  apparently  aimed  at  the  balloon.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Derby,  of  General  Shatter's  staff,  met  me  about  this 


MAJOR-GENERAL    COMMANDING   THE    ARMY.  165 

time  and  informed  me  tliat  a  trail  or  narrow  way  had  been  discovered 
from  the  balloon  a  short  distance  back  leading  to  the  left  to  a  ford  lower 
down  the  stream.  I  hastened  to  the  forks  made  by  this  road,  and  soon 
after  the  Seventy- first  New  York  Regiment  of  Hawkins's  brigade  came 
up.  I  turned  them  into  the  bypath  indicated  by  Lieutenant-Golonel 
Derby,  leading  to  the  lower  ford,  sending  word  to  General  Hawkins  of 
this  movement.  This  would  have  speedily  delivered  them  in  their 
proper  place  on  the  left  of  their  brigade,  but  under  the  galling  fire  of 
the  enemy  the  leading  battalion  of  this  regiment  was  thrown  into  con- 
fusion and  recoiled  in  disorder  on  the  troops  in  rear.  At  this  critical 
moment  the  ofiBcers  of  my  staff  practically  formed  a  cordon  behind  the 
panic-stricken  men  and  urged  them  to  again  go  forward.  I  finally 
ordered  them  to  lie  down  iu  the  thicket  and  clear  the  way  for  others  of 
their  own  regiment  who  were  coming  up  behind.  This  many  of  them 
did,  and  the  Second  and  Third  battalions  came  forward  in  better  order 
and  moved  along  the  road  toward  the  ford.  One  of  my  staff  officers 
ran  back,  waving  his,  hat  to  hurry  forward  the  Third  Brigade,  who,  upon 
approaching  the  forks,  found  the  way  blocked  by  men  of  the  Seventy- 
first  New  York.  There  were  other  men  of  this  regiment  crouching  in 
the  bashes,  many  of  whom  were  encouraged  by  the  advance  of  the 
approaching  column  to  rise  and  go  forward. 

As  already  stated,  I  had  received  orders  some  time  before  to  keep  in 
rear  of  the  cavalry  division.  Their  advance  was  much  delayed,  result- 
ing in  frequent  halts,  presumably  to  drop  their  blanket  rolls,  and  due 
to  the  natural  delay  in  fording  a  stream.  Tliese  delays  under  such  a 
hot  fire  grew  exceedingly  irksome,  and  I  therefore  pushed  the  head  of 
my  division  as  quickly  as  I  could  toward  the  river  in  column  of  files 
or  twos  paralleled  in  the  narrow  way  by  the  cavalry.  This  quickened 
the  forward  movement  and  enabled  me  to  get  into  position  as  speedily 
as  possible  for  the  attack.  Owing  to  the  congested  condition  of  the 
road  the  progress  of  the  narrow  columns  was,  however,  painfully  slow. 
1  again  sent  a  staff  officer  at  a  gallop  to  urge  forward  the  troops  in 
rear.  The  head  of  Wikoffs  brigade  reached  the  forks  at  12.20  p.  m. 
and  hurried  on  the  left,  stepping  over  prostrate  forms  of  men  of  the 
Seventy-first.  This  heroic  brigade,  consistin  g  of  the  Thirteenth,  Ninth, 
and  Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infantry,  speedily  crossed  the  stream 
and  were  quickly  deployed  to  the  left  of  the  lower  ford.  While  per- 
sonally superintending  this  movement  Colonel  Wikoff  was  killed, 
the  command  of  the  brigade  then  devolving  upon  liicutenant-Colonel 
Worth,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  who  immediately  fell,  severely  wounded, 
and  then  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  who, 
five  minutes  later,  also  fell  under  the  withering  fire  of  the  enemy.  The 
command  of  the  brigade  then  devolved  upon  Lieut.  Col.  B.  P.  Ewers, 
Ninth  Infantry.  Meanwhile  I  had  again  sent  a  staff  officer  to  hurry 
forward  the  Second  Brigade,  which  was  bringing  up  the  rear.  The 
Tenth  and  Second  Infantry  soon  arriving  at  the  forks,  were  deflected 
to  the  left  to  follow  the  Third  Brigade,  while  the  Twenty-first  was 
directed  along  the  main  road  to  support  Hawkins. 

Crossing  the  lower  ford  a  few  minutes  later,  the  Tenth  and  Second 
moved  forward  in  column  in  good  order  toward  the  green  knoll  already 
referred  to  as  my  objective  on  the  left.  Approaching  the  knoll  the 
regiments  deployed,  ])assed  over  the  knoll,  and  ascended  the  high  ridge 
beyond,  driving  back  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  his  trenches.  I 
observed  this  movement  from  the  Fort  San  Juan  Hill.  Col.  E.  P.  Pear- 
son, Tenth  Infantry,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  and  the  ofiScers 
and  troops  under  his  command  deserve  great  credit  for  the  soldierly 
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manner  in  which  this  movement  was  executed.  I  earnestly  recommend 
Colonel  Pearson  for  promotion.  Prior  to  this  advance  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  the  Third,  connecting  with  Hawkins's  gallant  troops  on  the 
right,  had  moved  toward  Fort  San  Juan,  sweeping  through  a  zone  of 
most  destructive  fire,  scaling  a  steep  and  difiQcult  hill,  and  assisting  in 
capturing  the  enemy's  strong  position  (Fort  San  Juan)  at  1.30  p.  m. 
This  crest  was  about  125  feet  above  the  general  level  and  was  defended 
by  deep  trenches  and  aloopholed  brick  fort  surrounded  by  barbed -wire 
entanglements.  General  Hawkins,  some  time  after  I  reached  the  crest, 
reported  that  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  had  captured  the  hill, 
which  I  now  consider  incorrect.  Credit  is  almost  equally  due  the  Sixth, 
Ninth,  Thirteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Twenty-fourth  regiments  of  infantry. 
Owing  to  General  Hawkins's  representations,  I  forwarded  the  report 
sent  to  corps  headquarters  about  3  p.  m.  that  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth 
Infantry  regiments  had  captured  the  hill.  The  Thirteenth  Infantry 
captured  the  enemy's  colors  waving  over  the  fort,  but  unfortunately 
destroyed  them,  distributing  the  fragments  among  the  men,  because, 
as  was  asserted,  "  It  was  a  bad  omen,"  two  or  three  men  having  been 
shot  while  assisting  Private  Arthur  Agnew,  Company  H,  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  the  captor.  All  fragments  which  could  be  recovered  are  sub- 
mitted with  this  report.  The  greatest  credit  is  due  to  the  ofScers  of  my 
command,  whether  company,  battalion,  regimental,  or  brigade  com- 
manders, who  so  admirably  directed  the  formation  of  their  troops,  una- 
voidably intermixed  in  the  dense  thicket,  and  made  the  desperate  rush 
for  the  distant  and  strongly  defended  crest.  I  have  already  mentioned 
the  circumstances  of  my  Third  Brigade's  advance  across  the  ford,  where, 
in  the  brief  space  of  ten  minutes,  it  lost  its  brave  commander  (killed) 
and  the  next  two  ranking  officers  by  disabling  wounds;  yet  in  spite  of 
these  confusing  conditions  the  formations  were  eifected  without  hesita- 
tion, although  under  a  stinging  fire,  companies  acting  singly  in  some 
instances  and  by  battalions  and  regiments  in  others,  rushing  through 
the  jungle,  across  the  stream,  waist  deep,  and  over  the  wide  bottom 
thickly  set  with  barbed-wire  entanglements.  In  this  connection  I  desire 
to  particularly  mention  First  Lieut.  Wendell  L.  Simpson,  adjutant  Mnth 
Infantry,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  Third  Brigade,  who  was 
noticeably  active  and  efficient  in  carrying  out  orders  which  I  had  given 
him  to  transmit  to  his  brigade  commander,  who  no  longer  existed. 

The  enemy  having  retired  to  a  second  line  of  rifle  pits,  I  directed  my 
line  to  hold  their  positions  and  intrench.  At  ten  minutes  past  3  p.  m. 
I  received  almost  simultaneously  two  requests — one  from  Colonel  Wood, 
commanding  a  cavalry  brigade,  and  one  from  General  Sumner— asking 
for  assistance  for  the  cavalry  on  my  right,  "as  they  were  hard  pressed." 
I  immediately  sent  to  their  aid  the  Thirteenth  Infantry,  who  promptly 
went  on  this  further  mission,  despite  the  heavy  losses  they  had  already 
sustained.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  gallant  officer  and  gentleman. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  S.  Hawkins,  who,  placing  himself  between  the  two  regi- 
ments, leading  his  brigade,  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry,  urged 
and  led  them  by  voice  and  bugle  calls  to  the  attack  so  successfully 
accomplished.  My  earnest  thanks  are  due  to  my  staff  officers  present 
at  my  side  and  under  my  personal  observation  on  the  field,  especially 
to  Maj.  A.  C.  Sharpe,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Maj.  Philip  Eeade, 
inspector-general;  Oapt.  U.  G.  McAlexander,  chief  quartermaster,  and 
my  aids.  First  Lieut.  George  S.  Oartwright,  Twenty -fourth  Infantry,  and 
First  Lieut.  William  P.  Jackson,  Second  Infantry;  also  to  Mr.  Adolfo 
Carlos  Munoz,  the  latter  a  volunteer  aid,  subsequently  wounded  in 
the  fight  of  the  2d  instant,  who  richly  merits  a  commission  for  bis  able 
assistance,  given  without  pay. 
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The  officers  enumerated  should  at  least  be  brevetted  for  gallantry 
under  fire.  I  also  persoually  noticed  the  conduct  of  First  Lieut.  F.  J. 
Kirkpatrick,  assistant  surgeon,  TJ.  S.  Army,  on  duty  with  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry,  giving  most  efficient  aid  to  the  wounded  under  Are. 
I  observed  several  times  First  Lieut.  J.  D.  Miley,  Fifth  Artillery,  aid 
to  General  Shatter,  who  was  conspicuous  throughout  the  day  for  his 
coolness  under  flre,  delivering  instructions  with  apparent  unconcern. 
The  bloody  fighting  of  my  brave  command  can  not  be  adequately 
described  in  words.  The  following  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
tells  the  story  of  their  valor : 

Report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  July  1,  1898,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army 

Corps. 


Organization. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

MidBlng. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Fir8t_  Brigade: 

I 
4 
4 

13 
13 
12 

5 
7 
I 

82 
92 
47 

6 

Seventy-first  New  York  Volnnteer  Infantry 

43 

Total 

5 

38 

13 

224 

49 

Second  Brigade : 

1 

4 

5 

1 

S 
1 

4 

21 
25 
16 

Twenty-first  Infantry 

Total    .          ..                          ... 

1 

10 

10 

62 

Third  Brigade: 

1 

1 
2 
2 

3 

16 
10 

23 
81 
73 

Thirteenth  Infantry        

5 
4 

1 

7 

Total .     .. 

6 

29 

9 

177 

9 

12 

77 

32 

463 

58 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  July  2  the  enemy  resumed  the  battle, 
and  firing  continued  throughout  the  day,  part  of  the  time  in  a  drench- 
ing rain.  At  nightfall  the  firing  ceased,  but  at  9  p.  m.  a  vigorous 
assault  was  made  all  along  our  lines.  This  was  completely  repulsed, 
the  enemy  again  retiring  to  his  trenches.  The  following  morning  firing 
was  resumed  and  continued  until  near  noon,  when  a  white  flag  was  dis- 
played by  the  enemy  and  firing  was  ordered  to  cease.  The  casualties 
of  these  two  days  (July  2  and  3)  were  as  follows: 


Report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  July  i 

Corps. 


,  1898,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army 


Organization. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

al 

First  Brigade: 

freneral  ofBcers  field  and  staff 

1 

6th  Infantry 

2 
21 
7 

1 

1 

1 

71st  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 

2 

1 

30 

aMr.  A.  C.  Mnnoz,  volunteer  aid  to  division  commander. 
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Report  of  IHlled,  wounded,  and  missing  July  S,  1898,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army 

Corps — Continued. 


Organization. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Second  Brigade : 

10th,  Infantry 

i 

1 

4 

14 

7 

31 

y 

2d  Infantry  .          ... 

Total 

e 

52 

3 

Third  Brigade: 

Field  and  staff 

! 

9tli  Infantry 

1 

4 
3 
1 

13tli  Infantry . 

1 

24  th  Infantry 

1 

2 

Total 

1 

2 

8 

Grand  total 

' 

4 

90 

4 

Report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  July  S,  1898,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army 

Corps. 


Organization. 

Killed. 

"Wounded. 

Missing. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

First  Brigade ; 

Field  and  staff. 

2 

16th  Infantry : 

1 

Total 

1 

7 

Second  Brigade: 

Field  and  staff 

lOth  Infantry 

21st  Infantry 

2d  Infantry 

1 

Total 

1 

Third  Brigade: 

Fieldandatafl 

9th  Infantry 

13th  Infantry 

1 

24th  Infantry 

Total 

1 

Grand  total 

1 

8 

Grand  total,  July  1,  2,  and  3,  1898 

12 

87 

36 

581 

62 

One  Hospital  Corps  man  killed,  attached  to  Tenth  Infantry,  not 
included  in  above  total. 

I  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph 
Wheeler  for  his  courteous  conduct  to  me,  and  through  me  to  my  division, 
under  the  trying  circumstances  enumerated. 

Though  ill  and  suffering.  General  Wlieeler  was  so  perfectly  at  home 
under  fire  that  he  inspired  all  of  us  with  assurance. 

Attention  is  invited  in  this  connection  to  tlie  reports  of  brigade  and 
subordinate  commanders  herewith.  I  cordially  indorse  their  commen- 
dations. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  FoED  Kent, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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general  la"wton's  report. 

Headquaeters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  iSantiago  de  Cuba,  July  3, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Hear  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  the  Second 
Division  in  the  capture  of  Bl  Caney  on  July  1, 1898.  The  town  of  El 
Oaney  is  situated  at  an  important  point  about  4  miles  northeast  of  San- 
tiago de  Cuba,  on  the  main  road  from  Guantanamo  to  that  city,  where 
reeuforcements  for  the  Spanish  garrison  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  would 
probably  concentrate.  The  town  was  strongly  fortified  with  numerous 
blockhouses  withiu  its  limits  and  on  the  roads  leading  thence.  On  a 
prominent  hill  of  the  town  was  a  stouo  fort  surrounded,  as  is  now 
known,  by  intrenchments  cut  in  solid  rock.  The  reduction  of  El 
Caney  being  determined  upon,  and  beiugon  the  right  flank  of  the  gen- 
eral advance  on  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  duty  devolved  on  the  Second 
Division,  to  which  was  attached  Light  Battery  B,  First  Artillery,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Allyn  Capron,  First  Artillery.  After  due  reconnois- 
sance  by  the  division  and  brigade  commanders,  the  movement  began 
about  3  p.  m.  on  June  30  from  the  division  camp,  about  4  miles  east  of 
Santiago,  on  the  main  road  from  Siboney  through  Sevilla.  The  position 
of  the  brigades  and  the  details  of  operations  on  July  1  are  quite  fully  set 
forth  in  the  accompanying  reports  of  regimental  and  brigade  command- 
ers, and  in  the  sketch  herewith  submitted.  The  light  battery  first  opened 
on  a  column  of  Spanish  troops,  which  appeared  to  be  cavalry  moving 
westward  from  Bl  Oaney,  at  about  2  miles  range,  resulting,  as  was 
afterwards  learned,  in  killing  16  in  the  column.  The  battery  remained 
during  the  action  at  its  first  position  until  about  2.30  p.  ni.,  when  it  was 
moved  to  a  new  position  south  of  and  about  1,000  yards  from  certain 
blockhouses  in  the  town,  w  here  a  few  shots,  all  taking  effect,  were  fired. 
This  firing  terminated  the  action,  as  the  Spanish  garrison  were  attempt- 
ing to  escape.  Gen.  J.  C.  Bates,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  with  two  regiments 
of  his  independent  brigade — the  Third  and  Twentieth  In  Can  try — having 
been  sent  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  Cuba  to  relieve  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division,  these  hold- 
ing the  main  road  from  Bl  Caney  to  Santiago,  so  as  to  permit  it  to  join 
in  the  attack,  also  came  forward,  joined  in  the  attack,  taking  position 
between  the  Second  and  Third  brigades,  and  rendered  material  assist- 
ance, especially  in  the  assault  of  the  stone  forts. 

I  heartily  approve  the  special  mention  of  individuals  and  recommen- 
dations made  in  the  reports  of  the  regimental  and  brigade  commanders, 
and  regret  that  others  who  deserve  mention  have  not  received  it 
through  circumstances.  ])uring  the  action  1  was  accompanied  most  of 
the  time  by  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  Inspector  General  U.  S. 
Army,  as  a  spectator,  and  had  the  advantage  of  his  valuable  sugges- 
tions and  advice  during  the  day,  for  which  I  desire  to  express  my 
sincere  appreciation.  His  horse  was  shot  under  him  on  the  advance 
upon  Santiago,  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant. 

To  Gen.  Adna  E.  Chaffee  1  am  indebted  for  a  thorough  and  intelli- 
gent reconnoissance  of  the  town  of  Bl  Caney  and  vicinity  prior  to  the 
battle,  and  the  submission  of  a  plan  of  attack,  which  was  adopted.  I 
consider  General  Chaffee  one  of  the  best  practical  soldiers  in  the  Army, 
and  recommend  him  for  special  distinction  for  successfully  charging 
the  stone  fort  mentioned  in  this  report,  the  capture  of  which  practically 
closed  the  battle.  I  desire  to  invite  special  attention  to  Gen.  William 
Ludlow,  commanding  the  First  Brigade,   General  Ludlow's  professional 
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accompli sb men ts  are  well  known,  and  his  assignment  to  command  a 
brigade  in  my  division  I  consider  a  higli  compliment  to  myself.  In  this 
battle  General  Ludlow  proved  himself  a  capable  and  able  commander. 
His  coolness,  good  judgment,  and  prompt  action  in  difficult  situations 
were  remarkable.  To  this,  and  his  personal  example  on  the  firing  line, 
was  due  the  decisive  success  of  the  attack  on  the  part  of  the  line.  I 
recommend  General  Ludlow  for  substantial  recognition. 

To  Oapt.  H.  0.  Oarbaugh,  assistant  adjutant-general,  adjutant-general 
of  the  division,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  for  untir- 
ing energy  and  faithful  work  in  dangerous  positions  on  this  occasion, 
and  1  desire  particularly  to  mention  him  for  gallantry  in  volunteering 
to  carry  and  carrying  to  General  Chaffee,  while  he  was  most  hotly 
engaged  on  the  firing  line,  instructions  concerning  the  assault  upon 
the  stone  fort  mentioned  in  these  reports,  and  to  recommend  Captain 
Carbaugh  for  promotion  to  the  rq,nk  of  major  and  assistant  adjutant- 
general  and  for  brevet  of  lieutenant-colonel  for  this  act.  I  desire 
also  to  commend  to  favorable  consideration  Maj.  G.  Creighton  Webb, 
inspector- general  on  my  staff,  for  persistently  riding  his  horse  along 
the  firing  line  of  the  First  Brigade  in  search  of  the  brigade  commander 
to  deliver  important  instructions  when  men  of  his  escort  demurred 
at  going  with  him,  and  recommend  that  he  receive  the  brevet  of 
lieutenant-colonel  of  volunteers.  I  am  particularly  pleased  that  this 
battle  gives  me  a  suitable  opportunity  to  call  to  the  notice  of  my  supe- 
riors Mr.  E.  G.  Mendoza,  a  volunteer  aid  on  my  staff.  Mr.  Mendoza  is 
a  Cuban  by  birth,  an  American  citizen,  a  young  man  of  prepossessing 
appearance,  of  education,  and  refinement.  He  joined  me  at  Tampa, 
Fla.,  with  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  general  commanding  the 
forces,  as  a  volunteer  aid.  Since  that  time  he  has  become  one  of  my 
most  competent  and  reliable  assistants,  and  has  been  untiring  in  his 
labors,  both  night  and  day.  In  the  battle  he  was  active,  energetic,  and 
courageous.  He  has  my  hearty  thanks  for  his  invaluable  assistance, 
and  I  strongly  recommend  and  urge  that  he  be  offered  the  appoint- 
ment of  captain  and  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  and  that 
he  be  left  on  duty  with  me.  I  desire  also  to  commend  for  gallantry 
and  courageous  conduct  in  this  battle,  and  for  faithful  and  valuable 
services  generally,  Mr.  E.  L.  D.  Breckinridge,  a  son  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  0. 
Breckinridge,  Inspector-General  of  the  Army,  who  has  also  been  on 
duty  on  my  staff'  during  the  campaign  as  volunteer  aid.  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge is  educated  and  refined,  a  gentleman  in  every  respect,  and  has 
proven  in  battle  his  courage  and  coolness.  I  earnestly  recommend  that 
he  be  appointed  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  Army  in'  consideration  of 
the  services  rendered  in  this  battle.  To  Lieut.  H.  H.  Warren,  Second 
Massachusetts,  aid  de-camp,  I  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  for  cour- 
ageous and  efficient  performance  of  duty  in  this  battle,  and  to  recom- 
mend that  he  receive  a  brevet  of  captain  of  volunteers.  To  Surg.  H. 
S.  Kilbourne,  chief  surgeon,  is  due  the  thanks  not  only  of  myself,  but 
of  the  whole  division,  for  faithful  and  unremitting  attention  to  the 
wounded  on  the  field  and  under  fire. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  mention  the  fact  that  Capt.  J. 
C.  Gilmore,  jr.,  of  the  staff'  of  the  general  commanding  the  forces, 
joined  me  with  important  instructions,  and  that  he  might  see  for  himself 
the  situation,  the  better  to  inform  the  commanding  general,  he  rode  the 
firing  line  with  me,  exhibiting  a  coolness  under  severe  fire  worthy  a 
veteran. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  Lawton, 
Brigadier- General  U.  S,  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division, 
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general  bates's  report. 

Headquarters  Independent  Brigade, 

In  front  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  8, 1898. 
Adjutant -General  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  brigade  left  Siboney,  Cuba, 
on  the  evening  of  June  30  at  8.30  and  marched  up  over  the  hill  trail. 
We  followed  this  trail  to  where  it  joins  the  main  road,  and  proceeded 
along  the  main  road  in  the  dark  to  the  place  just  vacated  by  Wheeler's 
cavalry  division  as  a  camp.  Here  we  found  General  Wheeler's  head- 
quarter tents  still  standing,  and  went  into  camp  in  the  rear  of  them 
about  midnight.  We  struck  camp  at  6.30  a.  m.  July  1  and  marched  to 
a  point  adjacent  to  General  Shafter's  headquarters,  where  I  reported  in 
person  to  General  Shafter.  At  10.05  a.  m.  I  moved  my  brigade  from 
this  location  to  within  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  El  Caney  and  met 
General  Lawton  upon  the  road  at  this  point.  After  a  consultation  with 
him,  lasting  some  minutes,  I  halted  my  brigade  upon  the  road  in  order 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  placing  of  a  battery  that  General  Lawton 
expected  to  put  in  position  between  Colonel  Miles's  right  and  General 
Chaffee's  left.  I  waited  for  some  time  for  this  to  be  done,  but  the  bat- 
tery not  putting  in  an  appearance,  I  moved  my  brigade  down  the  road 
in  the  direction  of  El  Caney,  crossed  the  San  Juan  River,  and,  taking 
the  first  crossroads,  moved  to  the  right  to  a  position  upon  this  cross- 
road to  the  right  of  the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Miles,  and 
pushed  rapidly  to  the  front.  After  my  brigade  remained  in  this  road 
for  some  time  under  a  heavy  fire  we  moved  to  the  right  to  the  assault 
of  a  small  hill  occupied  upon  the  top  by  a  stone  fort  and  well  protected 
by  rifle  pits.  General  Chaffee's  brigade  charged  them  from  the  right, 
and  the  two  brigades  joining  upon  the  crest,  opened  fire  from  this  point 
of  vantage,  lately  occupied  by  the  Spanish,  upon  the  village  of  El 
Caney.  From  this  advaintageous  position  the  Spanish  were  easily 
driven  from  place  to  place  in  the  village  proper,  and  as  fast  as  they 
sought  shelter  in  one  building  were  driven  out  to  seek  shelter  elsewhere. 
The  sharpshooters  of  my  command  were  enabled  to  do  effective  work 
at  this  point.  The  town  proper  was  soon  pretty  thoroughly  cleaned 
out  of  Spanish,  though  a  couple  of  blockhouses  upon  the  hill  to  the 
right  of  the  town  offered  shelter  to  a  few,  and  some  could  be  seen 
retreating  along  a  mountain  road  leading  to  the  northwest. 

A  part  of  these  men  made  a  stand  in  a  field  among  some  bowlders. 
I  desire  to  say  at  this  point  that  the  Third  United  States  Infantry, 
under  command  of  Col.  John  H.  Page,  and  the  Twentieth  United  States 
Infantry,  under  command  of  Maj.  William  S.  McCaskey,  performed 
most  efficient  and  meritorious  services  in  the  engagement  before  the 
village  of  El  Caney.  At  about  4.30  p.  m.  the  firing  from  the  village 
had  practically  ceased,  and  as  General  Ludlow's  brigade  was  then  mov- 
ing up  the  valley  from  the  left  upon  the  village  it  was  deemed  unwise 
to  charge  El  Caney,  as  our  troops  would  have  been  subjected  to  the 
fire  from  this  brigade.  After  consultation  with  General  Chaffee  I 
withdrew  my  brigade,  hoping  there  was  yet  time  to  aid  in  the  attack 
more  to  the  left.  My  command  having  had  a  long,  hard  march,  the 
withdrawal  took  more  time  than  anticipated.  Darkness  was  coming  on. 
I  therefore  halted  the  command  at  the  first  water  at  which  we  arrived 
and  proceeded  in  person  to  report  to  the  corps  commander;  was  then 
ordered  to  the  extreme  left.  I  immediately  moved  the  command  and 
reached  this  position  at  midnight.  My  command  had  been  then  continu- 
ously marching  or  fighting  for  twenty-seven  and  one-half  hours,  with 
the  exception  of  six  and  one-half  hours  spent  near  General  Wheeler's 
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headqaarters.  On  the  morning  of  July  2  I  placed  the  Twentieth 
Infantry  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Infantry  and  in  continuation  of  their 
line  and  held  the  Third  Infantry  in  reserve  near  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Pearson,  of  General  Kent's  division,  as  that  part  of  the  line  seemed  to 
need  to  be  strengthened.  The  loss  in  action  at  El  Oaney  suffered  by 
this  brigade  was  3  killed  and  J.0  wounded ;  on  the  2d  of  July  was  1  killed 
and  18  wounded.  The  wounded  includes  Captains  Eodman  and  Moon, 
of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

I  desire  to  mention  the  following  members  of  my  staff  for  efflcient 
and  gallant  service  in  the  action  before  El  Caney  and  in  front  of  San- 
tiago: Major  Logan,  Major  Wilkius,  Captain  Wright,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Smiley.  I  wish  also  to  add  that  Major  Ives,  my  chief  surgeon, 
was  on  the  firing  line  and  did  efficient  service  during  the  progress 
of  the  fight  and  behaved  in  a  most  gallant  manner.  I  invite  atten- 
tion to  the  inclosed  sketch,  which  gives  the  itinerary  of  march  of  this 
brigade  during  the  two  days. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  Bates, 
Brigadier-  General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


GENERAli  ■WHEELER'S  REPORT. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division,  U.  S.  Army, 

Before  Santiago  de  Guba,  July  7,  1808. 
Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  After  the  engagement,  of  June  24  I  pushed  forward  my  com- 
mand through  Sevilla  into  the  valley,  Lawton's  and  Kent's  commands 
occupying  the  hills  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place.  After  two  days'  rest 
Lawton  was  ordered  forward,  and  on  the  night  of  the  30th  instructions 
were  given  by  Major-General  Shafter  to  this  of&cer  to  attack  Caney, 
while  the  cavalry  division  and  Kent's  division  were  ordered  to  move 
forward  on  the  regular  Santiago  road.  The  movement  commenced  on 
the  morning  of  July  1.  The  cavalry  division  advanced  and  formed  its 
line  with  its  left  near  the  Santiago  road,  while  Kent's  division  formed 
its  line  with  the  right  joining  the  left  of  the  cavalry  division. 

Colonel  McClernand,  of  General  Shafter's  staff',  directed  me  to  give 
instructions  to  General  Kent,  which  I  complied  with  in  person,  at  the 
same  time  personally  directing  General  Sumner  to  move  forward.  The 
men  were  all  compelled  to  wade  the  San  Juan  Elver  to  get  into  line. 
This  was  done  under  heavy  fire  of  both  infantry  and  artillery.  Our 
balloon,  having  been  sent  up  right  by  the  main  road,  was  made  a  mark 
of  by  the  enemy.  It  was  evident  that  we  were  as  much  under  fire  in 
forming  the  line  as  we  would  be  by  an  advance,  and  I  therefore  pressed 
the  command  forward  from  the  covering  where  it  was  formed.  It 
merged  into  open  space  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  who  occupied  breast- 
works and  batteries  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  which  overlooked  Santiago, 
officers  and  men  falling  at  every  step.  The  troops  advanced  gallantly, 
soon  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  ascended,  driving  the  enemy 
from  their  works  and  occupying  them  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  To 
accomplish  this  required  courage  and  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
ofiicers  and  men  of  a  high  order,  and  the  losses  were  very  severe.  Too 
much  credit  can  not  be  given  to  General  Sumner  and  General  Kent 
and  their  gallant  brigade  commanders,  Colonel  Wood  and  Colonel  Car- 
roll, of  the  cavalry.  Gen.  Hamilton  S.  Hawkins,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  Kent's  division,  and  Colonel  Pearson,  commanding  Second 
Brigade.     Colonel  Carroll  and  Major  Wessels  were  both  wounded 
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during  the  charge,  but  Major  Wessels  was  enabled  to  return  and 
resume  command.  General  Wikoff,  commanding  Kent's  Third  Brigade, 
was  killed  at  12.10;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Worth  took  command  and  was 
wounded  at  12.15;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum  then  took  command  and 
was  wounded  at  12.20,  and  the  command  then  devolved  upon  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Ewers,  Ninth  Infantry. 

Upon  reaching  the  crest  I  ordered  breastworks  to  be  constructed, 
and  sent  to  the  rear  for  shovels,  picks,  spades,  and  axes.  The  enemy's 
retreat  from  the  ridge  was  precipitate,  but  our  men  were  so  thoroughly 
exhausted  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  follow.  Their  shoes  were 
soaked  with  water  by  wading  the  San  Juan  Eiver,  they  had  become 
drenched  with  rain,  and  when  they  reached  the  crest  they  were  abso- 
lutely unable  to  proceed  farther.  Notwithstanding  this  condition,  these 
exhausted  men  labored  during  the  night  to  erect  breastworks,  furnished 
details  to  bury  the  dead,  and  carried  the  wounded  back  in  improvised 
litters.  I  sent  word  along  the  line  that  reenforceraeuts  would  soon 
reach  us,  and  that  Lawton  would  join  our  right,  and  that  General  Bates 
would  come  up  and  strengthen  our  left.  After  reaching  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  General  Kent  sent  the  Thirteenth  Eegulars  to  assist  in  strength- 
ening our  right.  At  midnight  General  Bates  reported,  and  I  placed 
him  in  a  strong  position  on  the  left  of  our  line.  General  Lawton  had 
attempted  to  join  us  from  Caney,  but  when  very  near  our  lines  he  was 
fired  upon  by  the  Spaniards  and  turned  back,  but  joined  us  next  day 
at  noon  by  a  circuitous  route.  During  all  the  day  on  July  2,  the  cavalry 
division,  Kent's  division,  and  Bates's  brigade  were  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  being  subjected  to  a  severe  fire  and  incurring  many  casualties, 
and  later  in  the  day  Lawton's  division  also  became  engaged. 

During  the  entire  engagement  my  staff  performed  their  duties  with 
courage,  judgment,  and  ability.  Special  credit  is  due  to  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  H.  Dorst,  Maj.  William  D.  Beach,  Capt.  Joseph  E.  Dickman,  and 
Lieut.  M.  F.  Steele.  I  desire  also  to  say  that  Lieuts.  James  H.  Reeves 
and  Joseph  Wheeler,  jr.,  Capt.  William  Astor  Ohanler,  Maj .  E.  A.  Garling- 
ton,  Mr.  Aurelius  Mestre,  and  Corp.  John  Lundmark  also  deserve  high 
commendation  for  courage  and  good  conduct.  Major  West,  my  quar- 
master,  deserves  special  commendation  for  his  energy  and  good  conduct 
during  the  campaign,  and  Maj.  Valery  Havard  and  Mr.  Leonard  Wilson 
have  also  done  their  full  duty.  Captain  Hardie  and  First  Lieut.  F.  J. 
Koester,  with  Troop  G,  Third  Cavalry,  were  detailed  with  headquarters, 
and  conducted  themselves  handsomely  under  fire.  The  superb  courage 
displayed  by  the  ofiQcers  and  men  will  be  specially  mentioned  in  the 
reports  of  subordinate  commanders. 

Our  losses  were  as  follows: 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  killed  and  wounded  in  the  cav- 
alry division : 

Officers  killed: 

Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Hamilton,  Ninth  Cavalry. 

Maj.  Albert  G.  Forse,  First  Cavalry. 

Captain  O'Niel,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  William  E.  Shipp,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  W.  H.  Smith,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  H.  W.  Danforth,  Ninth  Cavalry. 
Officers  wounded: 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Carroll,  Sixth  Cavalry  (commanding  First  Brigade). 

Maj.  Henry  W.  Wessels,  Third  Cavalry. 

Maj.  T.  J.  Wint,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Major  and  Assistant  Surgeon  La  Motte,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Kerr,  Sixth  Cavalry. 

Capt.  George  A.  Dodd,  Third  Cavalry. 

Capt.  George  K.  Hunter,  Third  Cavalry. 

Capt.  C.  W.  Taylor,  Ninth  Cavalry. 

Capt.  A.  C.  Blocksam,  Sixth  Cavalry. 

Capt.  John  Bigelow,  jr..  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Captain  Henry,  commanding  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

First  Lieut.  O.  A.  Mills,   First   Cavalry,  captain   and   assistant  adjutant 
general.  Volunteers. 

First  Lieut.  M.  H.  Barnum,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  Arthur  Thayer,  Third  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  O.  B.  Meyer,  Third  Cavalry. 

First  Lieut.  M.  S.  Wood,  Ninth  Cavalry. 

First  Lieutenant  Merrillat,  Third  Cavalry. 

First  Lieutenant  Carr,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

First  Lieutenant  Leahey,  First  IT.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Second  Lieutenant  Williard,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Second  Lieut.  Walter  C.  Short,  Sixth  Cavalry. 

Second  Lieutenant  McCoy,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Second  Lieutenant  Roberts,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Second  Lieut.  H.  S.  Devereux,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Second  Lieutenant  Day,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavah-y. 

Second  Lieutenant  Haskell,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

General  Kent's  report  of  casualties  has  been  forwarded. 

The  strength  given  in  the  tabulated  statement  above  is  the  aggregate 
strength  of  the  command,  but  as  there  were  many  details,  the  above 
figures  are  about  15  per  cent  greater  than  the  forces  actually  engaged 
in  battle. 

The  command  has  been  active  in  strengthening  their  position,  and 
commanders  and  their  staffs  have  thoroughly  informed  themselves  as 
to  the  topographical  features  of  the  country  and  the  situation  of  the 
enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  Jos.  Wheeler, 

Major- Oeneral,  Volunteers, 


REPORT  OF  MAJ.   GEN.  H.  C.  MERRIAM,    COMMANDING  DEPART- 
MENT OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Headquarters  Department  op  California, 

San  Francisco,  Gal.,  October  10, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-Gtenbral  United  States  Army. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  oper- 
ations and  condition  of  the  service  in  this  geographical  department, 
during  the  period  since  my  assignment  to  temporary  command  by 
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paragraph  1,  General  Orders  No.  19,  G.  S,,  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
dated  April  15, 1898. 

When  I  assumed  command,  the  garrison  of  the  Presidio  had  been 
reduced  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  First  Infantry  and  two  light  batteries 
of  the  Third  Artillery,  ordered  east  to  rendezvous  at  New  Orleans  and 
Ohickamauga.  My  attention  was  immediately  given  to  the  preparation 
of  the  coast  defenses  to  meet  any  emergencies  which  might  come  in  the 
war  with  Spain  already  begun. 

Gol.  M.  P.  Miller  was  placed  in  command  of  artillery  troops  and  defen- 
sive works  in  and  about  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco  for  reasons  and 
purposes  set  forth  in  the  following  order,  viz. : 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

No.  6.  y  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  April  25, 1898. 

Col.  M.  P.  Miller,  Third  Artillery,  is  hereby  placed  in  command  of  all  artillery 
troops,  guns,  and  defensive  works,  and  in  control  of  all  war  materials  in  and 
about  San  Francisco  Harbor,  for  purposes  of  instruction  and  defense. 

Post  commanders  while  exercising  their  functions  in  post  administration  will 
subordinate  all  other  considerations  to  meet  the  demands  of  Colonel  Miller  in  the 
important  duties  assigned  him  in  this  order.  Officers  and  detachments  may  be 
temporarily  taken  from  post  to  post  by  Governm.ent  transportation,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  Colonel  Miller,  for  necessary  instruction  without  change  of  station. 

It  is  expected  that  all  ofQcers  and  Government  agents  charged  with  functions 
connected  with  harbor  defense  will  keep  in  close  touch  and  hearty  cooperation 
for  effective  defense  at  all  times. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Merriam. 

Edward  Field, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

For  this  important  duty  Colonel  Miller  had  seven  small  batteries  of 
artillery,  aggregating  25  officers  and  418  men,  a  force  only  one-tenth 
sufftcient  to  man  the  modern  guns  then  in  position;  but  he  was  empow- 
ered to  concentrate  them  for  instruction,  and  to  gradually  prepare  the 
way  for  introducing  and  rapidly  assimilating  additional  troops  when 
they  should  become  available. 

Systematic  instruction  on  the  various  high-power  batteries  commenced 
at  once,  and  the  system  of  fire  control  was  rapidly  pushed  to  comple- 
tion by  the  acting  chief  signal  officer.  First  Lieut.  E.  T.  Wilson,  Third 
Artillery,  so  that  great  progress  had  been  made  toward  mastery  of 
the  situation  when  I  was  called  upon  to  contribute  still  more  heavily  in 
regular  troops  to  the  Philippine  expedition  then  being  organized  and 
mobilized  by  Major-General  Merritt  at  this  port. 

These  were  replaced  at  the  batteries  by  two  battalions.  Sixth  Gali- 
fornia  Volunteer  Infantry  and  Battery  B,  California  Heavy  Artillery. 
These  ofQcers  and  men  are  accorded  great  credit  for  their  zeal  and 
intelligent  application,  but  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  efficient 
service  of  modern  high-power  guns  and  mortars  can  only  be  expected 
of  men  having  the  highest  skill  and  training. 

THE  PHILIPPINE  EXPEDITION 

was  organized,  outfitted,  and  embarked  from  this  port,  drawing  upon 
the  resources  of  this  department,  and  receiving  the  cordial  assistance 
of  all  its  staff  and  other  officers.  Much  of  this  work,  also,  was  carried 
on  under  my  supervision  before  the  arrival  and  after  the  departure  of 
Generals  Merritt  and  Otis.  For  this  expedition  and  for  service  in  the 
Eastern  States  and  Alaska,  as  well  as  in  this  department,  more  than 
30,000  troops  were  organized  and  outfitted  here  during  the  six  months 
of  hostilities. 
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About  20,000  have  been  transported  beyond  the  Pacific  to  Manila, 
Honolulu,  and  Alaska.  This  required  the  collecting  and  outfitting  of 
27  ocean  transports,  all  of  which  has  been  accomplished  without  serious 
delays  or  accidents,  and  without  serious  discomfort  to  the  troops  so  far 
as  I  am  informed.  Equally  fortunate  has  been  the  transportation  of 
the  troops  by  rail  in  their  concentration  from  great  distances  eastward. 

OAMP   MERRITT. 

The  troops  first  designated  for  rendezvous  at  San  Francisco  for  the 
Philippine  expedition  included  only  the  quotas  of  California,  Oregon, 
and  Washington,  under  the  first  call  of  the  President,  numbering  about 
5,000  men.  For  these,  abundant  ground  and  facilities  for  campingwere 
found  on  the  Presidio  reservation,  and  the  troops  began  to  assemble 
there  on  May  6,  under  my  direction  given  May  3.  Troops  were  reported 
en  route  from  other  than  Pacific  States  as  early  as  May  15,  and  it  soon 
became  evident  that  sufficient  ground,  suitable  in  all  respects  for  so 
large  an  encampment,  could  not  be  made  available  on  the  Presidio  res- 
ervation and  supplied  with  water  without  considerable  time  and  an 
expenditure  of  more  than  $50,000. 

A  personal  inspection  convinced  me  that  at  least  a  temporary  camp 
must  be  made  outside  of  the  military  reservation;  for  troops  were 
already  arriving,  several  regiments  each  day,  and  must  be  provided 
with  camping  ground.  I  examined  the  site,  among  others,  which  after- 
wards became  "Gamp  Merritt,"  on  May  16,  but  did  not  make  a  final 
selection.  Major-General  Otis  arrived  on  May  17  and  assumed  charge 
of  the  expeditionary  troops,  establishing  "Camp  Merritt,"  in  which  he 
located  his  own  headquarters. 

Major-General  Merritt  arrived  May  30  and  remained  in  constant 
command  of  the  Philippine  expeditionary  troops  until  June  29,  when 
he  sailed  for  Manila,  leaving  Major-General  Otis  again  in  command 
until  July  15,  when  that  officer  also  sailed  for  Manila,  and  I  became 
again  responsible  for  all  expeditionary  troops,  including  Camp  Merritt, 
which  I  commenced  immediately  to  break  up.  I  have  detailed  the  his- 
tory of  Camp  Merritt  because  of  the  criticisms  it  has  received  on 
account  of  its  alleged  unsanitary  condition.  In  this  connection,  atten- 
tion is  invited  to  the  following  extract  of  a  special  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  military  camps  in  and  about  San  Francisco,  from  May  G  to 
September  1, 1898,  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  V.  D.  Middleton,  deputy  surgeon- 
general,  United  States  Army,  dated  September  10, 1898,  viz : 

The  first  camp  on  the  Presidio  Reservation  (Camp  Merriam)  was  weU  located  as 
to  soil,  drainage,  and  water  supply,  the  latter  coming  from  one  of  the  city  mains, 
and  conducted  by  pipes  to  every  part  of  the  camp.  The  ground  gradually  slopes 
toward  the  bay  and  the  drainage  is  excellent.  The  remaining  troops  of  the 
expedition  are  now  camped  on  this  location. 

The  weather  during  the  early  part  of  May  was  moist  and  chilly,  unnsually  so, 
and  the  troops  being  unaccustomed  to  camp  life  soon  contracted  ailments  incident 
to  exposure,  such  as  nasal  and  bronchial  catarrh,  diarrhea,  etc.,  of  which  there 
were  many  cases.  Unfortunately  the  Oregon  volunteers  brought  with  them  a 
few  cases  of  measles.  These  were  isolated  by  being  sent  to  the  Presidio  and  Fort 
Mason  post  hospitals,  but  the  disease  spread  quite  rapidly,  and  many  cases  were 
treated  in  the  regimental  tent  hospitals,  in  consequence  of  which  pneumonia 
supervened  in  a  few  cases,  which  were  sent  to  the  Presidio  post  hospital. 

As  regiments  were  arriving  daily,  it  was  found  necessary  to  secure  a  larger 
camping  ground,  and  I  learned  that  the  military  authorities  had,  without  con- 
sultation with  any  ofQcer  of  the  Medical  Department  as  to  hygienic  conditions, 
selected  the  race  track  and  the  sand  dunes  adjoining,  designating  the  encampment 
"  Camp  Merritt."  It  was  an  objectionable  location  on  account  of  its  exposure  to 
the  wind  and  fog,  its  bad  drainage,  and  the  constant  drifting  of  the  sand  upon 
which  the  tents  were  pitched.    The  sinks  were  improperly  located,  being  on  a  fine 
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with,  th.6  company  Mtchens,  and  I  may  here  remark  that  the  Medical  Department 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  arrangement.  The  sand  in  the  vicinity  of  the  kitchens 
and  around  the  tents,  through  the  carelessness  of  the  men,  soon  became  polluted 
and  was  blown  into  the  kitchens  and  mess  tents.  Soldiers  were  permitted  to 
come  to  the  city  by  the  hundred  every  day,  and  many  of  them  would  return  to 
camp  late  at  night,  some  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  riding  on  the  "dummy  " 
of  the  cable  cars  without  overcoats  and  with  their  blouses  unbuttoned.  A  large 
number  of  men  of  each  regiment  reported  at  sick  call  every  morning  and  a  large 
proportion  of  them  were  admitted  to  the  sick  report,  the  prevailing  ailments  being 
nasal  and  bronchial  irritation,  due  to  exposure  to  cold,  and  errors  of  digestion, 
diarrhea,  etc.,  due  to  imprudence  in  eating  and  dimking. 

The  Tennessee  regiment  brought  measles  to  this  camp ,  and  it  spread  very  rapidly. 
During  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August  the  reports  on  file  show  660  cases  of 
measles  taken  sick.  This  disease  complicated  most  of  the  serious  cases  of  pneu- 
monia, numbering  145,  from  which  43  died.  Typhoid  fever  made  its  appearance 
during  the  latter  part  of  May,  and  131  cases  with  13  deaths  are  recorded  for  the 
months  of  June,  July,  and  August.  The  water  was  carefully  examined  from  time 
to  time,  but  was  found  to  contain  no  bacteria  of  a  pathogenic  nature;  the  disease 
was  propagated  in  all  probability  by  the  contamination  of  the  food  by  the  drift- 
ing of  polluted  sand,  and  may  have  been  carried  into  the  kitchens  and  tents  by  the 
flies  that  swarmed  in  and  around  the  sinks,  kitchens,  and  tents. 

Thirty-six  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  also  occurred,  with  16  deaths. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  medical  officers  convened  at 
my  request  to  investigate  the  cause  and  spread  of  disease  at  Camps  Merritt  and 
•  Merriam,  hereto  appended. 

The  division  hospital  was  established  at  Camp  Merritt  June  2  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Henry  Lippincott.  A  sufficient  number  of  hospital  tents,  placed  end  to  end  in 
pairs,  were  pitched  on  the  sandy  plain  in  Camp  Merritt  to  accommodate  100 
patients,  but  soon  its  capacity  was  increased  for  200,  and  finally  300  patients. 
Maj.  W.  O.  Owen,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  was  in  charge  of  this  hospital.  As  serious 
cases  of  pneumonia  and  typhoid  fever  could  not  be  properly  sheltered  and  afforded 
an  equable  temperature  under  canvas,  they  were  sent  to  the  Marine  and  French 
hospitals  close  by,  where  they  received  excellent  attention  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  James  Gassaway,  U.  S.  Marine-Hospital  Service,  and  of  the  superintendent 
and  physicians  of  the  last-named  hospital,  due  acknowledgment  of  their  courtesy 
and  valuable  assistance  having  been  expressed  in  letters  to  them  by  Dr.  Owen 
and  myself. 

On  several  occasions  I  urged  the  abandonment  of  this  camp  (recommendations 
hereto  appended) ,  and  on  July  21  the  division  hospital  was  removed  to  the  new 
barracks  at  the  Presidio,  which  were  vacated  by  the  troops  of  the  garrison  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  hospital.  Here  the  patients  were  placed  under  far 
more  favorable  hygienic  conditions  than  the  canvas  hospital  could  possibly 
afford,  and  the  barracks  were  soon  fitted  up  with  all  the  necessary  comforts  and 
conveniences  that  would  facilitate  the  recovery  of  the  sick.  Wire  netting  and 
shades  were  put  in  the  windows,  and  all  articles  required  for  making  it  a  first-class 
hospital  were  purchased  and  put  in  place.  Thirty  female  nurses  were  employed, 
a  sufficient  number  of  physicians  contracted  with,  good  cooks  were  obtained,  and 
under  the  management  of  Maj.  W.  S.  H.  Matthews,  of  the  Fifty-first  Iowa 
Volunteers,  who  has  proven  himself  to  be  a  good  administrative  officer,  the  hos- 
pital has  been  put  in  the  very  best  order  and  condition  obtainable  under  the 
circumstances,  as  the  buildings  were  not  constructed  for  hospital  pui-poses  and 
the  ventilation  is  by  no  means  perfect;  the  rooms  are  not  of  proper  size  or  shape 
for  wards,  and  the  kitchens  and  mess  rooms  are  too  far  distant. 

The  troops  moved  from  Camp  Merritt  to  the  Presidio  Reservation  (Camp  Mer- 
riam) in  the  following  order:  Fifty-first  Iowa,  August  1;  Twentieth  Kansas, 
August  5;  First  Tennessee,  August  18;  Seventh  California,  August  34;  Twenty- 
third  U.  S.  Infantry  and  Oregon  recruits,  August  36,  and  this  was  uiie  final 
breaking  up  of  Camp  Merritt.  This  camp  (Merriam)  is  now  in  excellent  condi- 
tion by  being  kept  as  clean  as  possible.  The  sinks  are  at  suitable  distances, 
emptied  of  their  contents  three  times  a  week,  and  thoroughly  disinfected  twice 
daily;  they  are  unobjectionable  and  not  likely  to  cause  sickness.  Water  is  sup- 
plied from  a  city  main  and  carried  to  every  company,  where  there  is  a  hydrant, 
the  waste  water  being  conducted  off  by  means  of  drains.  The  cooking  has  been 
much  improved,  attention  is  given  to  bathing,  and  the  men,  better  disciplined, 
are  better  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  The  sick  list  has  been  much  diminished. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.    V.    D.    MiDDLETON, 

Deputy  Surgeon-Oeneral,  U.  S.  A. ,  Chief  Surgeon. 
12  M  G 
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DEiPARTMENT   STAFF. 

In  April,  when  General  Shaffcer  went  east  witli  most  of  the  regular 
troops  of  this  department,  he  took  with  him  the  principal  ofScers  of 
the  department  staff,  as  well  as  clerks  and  messengers. 

By  this  means  the  adjutant-general,  chief  quartermaster,  chief  com- 
missary, judge-advocate,  chief  signal  officer,  engineer  officer,  inspector- 
general,  and  inspector  of  small-arms  practice,  all  of  whom  were  experi- 
enced officers  and  familiar  with  local  conditions,  were  taken  from  these 
headquarters,  and  their  duties  had  to  be  superadded  and  distributed 
among  the  few  officers  left,  who  have  each  been  obliged  to  perform  the 
duties  of  several  officers  as  best  they  could,  without  even  sufficient 
clerical  assistance.  Under  these  conditions  I  found  myself  greatly 
embarrassed  when,  after  the  naval  victory  of  Manila,  the  tide  of  mili- 
tary operations  was  turned  to  this  coast  as  a  base  for  the  Philippine 
expedition,  for  I  was  myself  a  stranger  in  this  department,  as  well  as 
my  personal  aids. 

Repeated  representations  and  requests  failed  to  secure  assignment  of 
staff  officers  to  iill  the  vacancies  named,  with  the  result  that  the  few 
staff  officers  left  here  have  been  greatly  overworked. 

It  has  been  suggested  as  an  explanation  that  the  act  of  Congress" 
approved  April  :^2,  1898,  providing  a  basis  for  army  organization  in 
time  of  war,  does  not  provide  for  organization  of  geographical  depart- 
ments or,  inferentially,  for  keeping  intact  those  already  organized. 

THE   HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS 

and  their  dependencies,  having  been  annexed  to  the  United  States  by 
joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  July  7, 1898,  were  attached  to  and 
included  in  the  Department  of  California  by  the  President's  order,  dated 
July  12, 1898,  and  steps  were  at  once  taken  to  establish  a  military  post 
at  or  near  Honolulu,  the  principal  commercial  city  of  the  newly  acquired 
territory.  Accordingly,  the  First  ISTew  York  Volunteer  Infantry  and 
Second  Battalion  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers,  under  command 
of  Col.  T.  H,  Barber,  First  'New  York  Volunteers,  occupied  that  city  on 
August  14  and  established  the  military  camp  now  designated  as  Camp 
McKinley,  in  honor  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  selecting  a  site  in  all 
respects  suitable  for  a  permanent  military  station.  The  conditions  to 
be  considered  include  all  questions  of  harbor  defense  both  by  land  and 
water,  as  well  as  sanitary  considerations. 

A  board  of  officers  was  appointed  by  Colonel  Barber  in  August  to 
study  and  report  upon  the  situation,  with  the  result  that  a  temporary 
location  for  the  camp  was  chosen  about  4  miles  from  the  principal  docks 
and  harbor  of  Honolulu  and  close  to  the  promontory  of  Diamond  Head. 
This  location,  while  perhaps  the  best  available  at  present  from  a  sani- 
tary point,  does  not  satisfy  the  conditions  of  harbor  defense,  directly 
or  indirectly. 

In  fact,  I  think,  as  a  result  of  a  personal  examination  of  the  situation 
in  September,  it  may  require  an  extended  survey  of  harbor  conditions 
and  locations  for  land  batteries  by  a  joint  army  and  navy  board  before 
satisfactory  results  can  be  reached,  and  this  course  I  recommend  for 
early  consideration. 

It  is  probable  that  Pearl  Harbor,  several  miles  west  of  the  small 
harbor  of  Honolulu,  and  which  appears  to  be  susceptible  of  defense, 
as  well  as  affording  abundant  anchorage  space  and  many  available  sites 
for  naval  and  military  stations,  may  furnish  a  soljition  of  all  questions 
of  combined  occupation  and  defense. 
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NEEDS   OF   THE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  most  pressing  necessity  of  the  department  at  the  present  time 
is  shelter  for  artillery  troops  near  the  modern  batteries,  which  require 
to  be  guarded  and  constantly  cared  for  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war.  The 
troops  assigned  to  this  duty,  regulars  and  volunteers,  are  now  in  tents 
and  will  be  fairly  comfortable  until  the  winter  rains  set  in,  when  they 
will  suffer  from  exposure.  Plans  and  estimates  for  temporary  struc- 
tures to  meet  this  emergency  at  Fort  Point  and  Port  Baker  or  Lime 
Point  were  forwarded  to  the  War  Department  through  this  ofiBce  Sep- 
tember 2,  and  early  action  thereon  is  expected.  I  have  inspected  the 
old  brict  fort  on  the  south  side  of  Golden  Gate,  known  as  Fort  Win- 
fleld  Scott  and  referred  to  by  my  predecessor.  General  Shafter,  in  his 
annual  report  of  last  year  as  a  possible  shelter  for  artillery  troops 
charged  with  care  of  the  modern  batteries,  etc.  In  my  opinion,  this 
would  shelter  a  portion  of  the  troops  better  than  tents,  but  it  would 
require  about  $5,000  for  repairs.  This,  I  think,  should  be  done,  espe- 
cially as  this  structure  will  probably  be  retained  permanently  and 
armed  with  rapid-flre  guns. 

To  all  officers  who  have  done  duty  in  the  department  staff,  and  who 
have  signed  reports  hereto  appended;  to  the  offlceis,  staff  and  line, 
who  have  been  stationed  about  San  Francisco  Harbor,  and  who  have 
been  called  on  for  assistance  in  many  instances ;  to  the  officers  in  charge 
of  all  supply  depots,  and  to  my  personal  aids.  Lieutenants  Graves 
and  Bennet,  of  the  Seventh  Infantry,  I  desire  to  express  my  highest 
appreciation  and  gratitude  for  most  zealous  and  efficient  services  in 
meeting  the  many  emergencies  incident  to  the  care  and  instruction  of 
the  comparatively  large  numbers  of  troops  organized  and  outfitted  at 
this  port. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  0.  Meeeiam, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


BEPORT  OF   MAJ.  GEN.  HENRY  C.  MERRIAM,  COMMANDING  THE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  COLUMBIA. 

HEADQTJAETERS   DEPAETMENT   of    the   GOLtTMBIA, 

Vancouver  Barracks,  Wash.,  October  1,  1898. 
Adjutant- Gbneeal  United  States  Army. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  affairs  in  this  department  during  the  past  year : 

Owing  to  the  existence  of  war  with  Spain  and  my  assignment  to  tem- 
porary command  of  the  Department  of  Galifornia  in  addition  to  the 
Department  of  the  Columbia,  I  have  been  unable  to  make  the  usual 
annual  inspections  of  posts  in  either  department.  The  same  conditions 
have  compelled  omission  of  schemes  of  instruction,  including  formal 
target  practice  and  excepting  the  lyceum  courses  during  the  season. 

All  posts  except  those  covering  defenses  at  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
and  one  troop  of  cavalry  at  each  of  the  posts  of  Boise  Barracks  and 
Fort  Walla  Walla  have  been  depleted  of  troops  composing  their  regu- 
lar garrisons,  either  for  war  service  or  field  duty  in  Alaska,  as  will  be 
more  fully  set  forth  herein. 
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The  details  of  the  administration  and  supply  departments  are  very 
fully  set  forth  in  the  appendixes  hereto  attached,  and  designated  by 
letters  from  A  to  I,  inclusive. 

EXPEDITIONS   IN  ALASKA. 

Owing  to  the  rush  of  miners  to  the  interior  of  Alaska,  great  appre- 
hension of  suffering  and  starvation  was  felt  early  in  the  autumn  of  1897, 
and  Capt.  P.  H.  Bay  and  First  Lieut.  W.  P.  Eichardson  were  sent,  by  War 
Department  orders,  to  the  Upper  Yukon  in  August,  via  St.  Michaels 
Island.  In  September  Lieut.  Col.  Gr.  M.  Eandall,  with  2  officers  and  25 
enlisted  men,  of  the  Eighth  Infantry,  was  sent  by  the  War  Department 
to  St.  Michaels  Island,  and  established  a  military  station  at  that  point 
October  8, 1897.  Captain  Eay,  with  Lieutenant  Eichardson,  attempted 
at  once  to  ascend  the  Yukon  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information 
of  actual  conditions.  He  was  not  able  to  reach  the  principal  center  of 
the  mining  population,  then  at  Dawson  City,  Northwest  Territory,  and 
finally  returned  westward  with  great  danger  and  difficulty  as  far  as  the 
site  of  old  Fort  Yukon,  where  he  and  Lieutenant  Eichardson  spent  the 
winter.  By  their  great  sagacity  and  good  judgment  they  rendered 
most  valuable  service  in  maintaining  order  at  that  point,  utilizing,  in 
behalf  of  the  Government,  supplies  of  private  traders  and  transporta- 
tion companies  there  stranded  en  route  by  the  freezing  of  the  river,  and 
turning  them  to  use  in  feeding  several  hundreds  of  famishing  miners 
who  had  made  their  way  down  the  river  after  navigation  closed.  For 
this  service  great  credit  is  due  both  of  these  ofScers,  as  each  had  oppor- 
tunities for  meetiug  emergencies  of  the  gravest  character,  and  each 
proved  equal  to  the  task.  Their  reports  have  already  been  filed  at  the 
War  Department. 

Shortly  after  the  de])arture  of  Captain  Eay's  expedition  large  num- 
bers of  miners  began  to  move  for  the  gold  fields  via  the  Lynn  Canal, 
the  mountain  passes,  and  frozen  lakes  and  rivers  leading  to  the  Upper 
Yukon.  Anticipating  arrival  of  miners  from  the  interior  also  by  those 
routes,  Maj.  L.  H.  Eucker,  Fourth  Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  E.  Field,  Four- 
teenth Infantry,  were  sent  to  Dyea  and  Skagway  under  telegraphic 
instructions  of  the  War  Department,  dated  December  16,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  conditions  and  obtaining  information  preparatory 
to  sending  relief  expeditions  to  the  interior,  should  it  become  necessary. 
A  detachment  of  two  oflScers,  Capt.  B.  Eldridge  and  First  Lieut.  H.  Gr. 
Learnard,  with  50  selected  men  of  the  Fourteenth  Infantry,  was  especially 
equipped  and  prepared  for  winter  service  in  Alaska.  This  detachment 
was  forwarded  to  Dyea  February  5.  A  few  days  later,  under  instruc- 
tion of  the  War  Department,  based  on  reports  of  increasing  lawless- 
ness by  the  stranded  thousands.  Col.  Thomas  M.  Anderson,  with  four 
companies  of  the  Fourteenth  Infantry,  was  sent  to  Dyea  and  Skagway 
in  the  interest  of  good  order. 

Meantime  reports  gathered  by  Major  Eucker  from  returning  miners 
convinced  me  that  a  relief  expedition  to  the  interior  was  unnecessary, 
and  I  recommended  its  abandonment  on  February  12.  It  was  finally 
abandoned  February  28. 

Exploring  expeditions  Kos.  1,  2,  and  3  were  then  organized,  mainly 
from  the  detachments  and  means  of  transportation  assembled  at  Dyea 
and  Haines  Mission,  for  use  in  the  relief  expedition.  No.  1  had  for  its 
object  to  find  one  or  more  routes  on  American  territory  leading  south- 
ward from  the  Y  ukon  to  the  Tanana,  to  meet  routes  contemplated  as 
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the  work  of  Nos.  2  and  3,  rumiing  northward  from  Valdez  Inlet  and 
Cooks  Inlet,  respectively,  and  to  cross  the  Tanana  at  points  south  of 
Bell  Isle  and  Circle  City.  Expedition  No.  1  was  assigned  to  Captain 
Eldridge,  but  was  given  up  later  owing  to  failure  of  reindeer  train  and 
in  part  to  a  report  received  from  Captain  Eay  to  the  effect  that  the 
routes  assigned  for  work  of  this  party  were  already  opened  as  far  south- 
ward as  crossings  of  the  Tanana.  Expedition  No.  2  was  assigned  to 
command  of  Capt.  W.  E.  Abercrombie,  Second  Infantry,  and  No.  3  to 
command  of  Capt.  E.  P.  Glenn,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry.  These  parties 
are  still  in  the  field  and  not  expected  to  return  earlier  than  October  31. 

Later  reports  of  Captain  Eichardson,  in  which  conditions  on  the 
Yukon  Eiver  to  July  seemed  to  point  to  serious  privation,  if  not  to 
starvation,  among  the  large  numbers  of  miners  scattered  in  different 
camps,  many  of  whom  were  without  work  or  means  of  support,  advised 
that  detachments  of  troops  with  liberal  relief  supplies  be  placed  for  the 
winter,  if  possible,  at  Eampart  City,  Fort  Yukon,  and  Circle  City. 
Battery  A,  Third  Artillery,  was  designated  for  this  service  and  sailed 
from  San  Francisco  in  August  for  Fort  St.  Michaels  fully  equipped  for 
service  in  northern  Alaska.  With  this  reinforcement  it  is  expected  that 
Captain  Eichardson  will  be  able  to  meet  any  emergencies  likely  to  arise 
along  the  Yukon  this  winter. 

Captain  Eichardson's  reports  also  indicated  that  a  large  number  of 
passengers  en  route  for  the  Upper  Yukon  were  stranded  at  Fort  St. 
Michaels  without  means  or  facilities  for  continuing  their  journey.  This 
state  of  things  resulted  jirincipally  from  the  loss  of  river  steamers  en 
route  from  Pacific  ports  to  St.  Michaels,  leaving  their  owners  without 
facilities  for  forwarding  their  passengers  beyond  St.  Michaels,  although 
many,  perhaps  most,  of  them  had  paid  fare  through  to  Dawson.  The 
people  thus  delayed  were  in  bad  humor,  while  the  heavy  losses  of  the 
carriers  probably  rendered  them  powerless  to  return  money  or  to  carry 
out  their  contracts.  At  any  rate,  the  net  result  was  the  congestion  of 
disappointed  and  helpless  people,  without  means  to  go  forward  or 
return  to  the  States,  or  employment  by  which  to  earn  a  living. 

Under  these  conditions  I  issued  a  circular  letter  August  6  to  warn 
all  carriers  that  from  its  date  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  land  pas- 
sengers on  the  military  reservation  of  St.  Michaels  unless  they  have 
abundant  means  of  support  or  the  ability  and  intention  to  proceed  to 
the  interior  and  beyond  the  international  boundary. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain  the  Fourteenth  Infantry,  except 
two  companies  left  in  Alaska  (Captain  Yeatman  at  Dyea  and  Captain 
Eldridge  at  Wrangell),  under  its  colonel,  T.  M.  Anderson,  and  Troops 
E,  G-,  L,  and  M,  Fourth  Cavalry,  were  withdrawn  from  the  department 
and  reported  to  commanding  general.  Department  of  California,  as  part 
of  the  Philippine  expedition. 

The  Sixteenth  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Theaker,  was  similarly  with- 
drawn in  April,  1898,  and  concentrated  in  camp  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

The  troops  remaining  in  the  department  were  reinforced  by  Battery 
C,  California  Heavy  Artillery,  at  Fort  Canby ;  a  battalion  of  the  First 
Washington  Yolunteer  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Wholly,  and  Light  Bat- 
tery C,  Oregon  Volunteer  Artillery,  in  reserve  at  Vancouver  Barracks. 
During  the  month  of  September  Colonel  WhoUy's  battalion  has  been 
replaced  by  a  battalion  of  the  Eighth  California  Volunteer  Infantry, 
while  Forts  Sherman  and  Spokane  remain  without  garrison. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  0.  Merriam, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIG.  GEN.  A.  C.  M.  PENNINGTON,  U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS. 

Headquakters  Department  op  the  Gtjlf, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  2,  1898. 
The  adjutant-Gtbnbkal  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  annual  report  of  this 
department : 

The  Department  of  the  Gulf  was  constituted  by  General  Orders,  No. 
7,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Offlce,  March  11, 1898, 
which  directed  that  it  should  be  composed  of  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas. 
The  States  mentioned,  except  Texas,  formed  a  part  of  the  Department 
of  the  East  and  Texas  composed  the  Department  of  Texas  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  the  order  above  mentioned.  The  latter  was  under  command 
of  Brig.  Gen.  William  M.  Graham,  who,  on  the  formation  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  was  placed  in  command  of  it,  with  headquarters  in 
Atlanta.  He  assumed  command  in  General  Orders,  No.  1,  Headquarters 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  March  14, 1898.  The  following  officers  were 
named  as  composing  the  staff,  personal  and  departmental : 

PERSONAL. 

First  Lieut.  Thomas  E.  Adams,  Fifth  Artillery,  aid-de-camp,  inspector 
of  small- arms  practice. 

First  Lieut.  George  F.  Barney,  Second  Artillery,  aid-de-camp,  engi- 
neer officer. 

department  stapp. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Hall,  adjutant- general. 

Oapt.  Frank  L.  Dodds,  U.  8.  Army,  acting  judge-advocate. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Simpson,  chief  quartermaster. 

Maj.  Edward  E.  Dravo,  chief  commissary  and  purchasing  commissary. 

Lieut.  Col.  Peter  J.  A.  Cleary,  chief  surgeon. 

Maj.  Francis  S.  Dodge,  chief  paymaster. 

Maj.  Clarence  E.  Dutton,  chief  ordnance  officer. 

First  Lieut.  Samuel  Reber,  signal  officer. 

Under  Special  Orders,  No.  91,  C.  S.,  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  Col.  George  E.  Glenn,  assistant  paymaster- 
general,  was  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  paymaster  of  the  department. 

Under  Special  Orders,  No.  90,  C.  S.,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Lieut. 
Col.  Frank  G.  Smith  was  assigned  to  duty  as  artillery  inspector  and 
ordnance  officer  of  the  department,  and  in  General  Orders,  No.  7,  Head- 
quarters Department  of  the  Gulf,  April  26,  1898,  Maj.  Clarence  B. 
Dutton,  Ordnance  Department,  was  relieved  as  ordnance  officer  of  the 
department. 

First  Lieut.  Samuel  Eeber,  Signal  Corps,  was  relieved  from  duty  as 
signal  officer  of  the  department,  in  compliance  with  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  being  temporarily  relieved  by  Capt.  Frank  L.  Dodds, 
acting  judge-advocate  of  the  department. 

Maj.  George  P.  Scriven,  Signal  Corps,  was  assigned  to  duty  as  signal 
officer  of  the  department,  per  Special  Orders,  No.  117,  C.  S.,  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,  Adjutant- General's  Office,  and  relieved,  per  General 
Orders,  No.  20,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf,  June  24, 1898, 
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to  enable  liim  to  comply  with  liis  assignment  to  duty  with  the  Seventh 
Army  Corps,  and  was  temporarily  relieved  by  Oapt.  Frank  L.  Dodds, 
acting  judge-advocate  of  the  department. 

Lieut.  Col.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  inspector-general,  was  assigned  as  in- 
spector-general of  the  department,  per  Special  Orders,  No.  89,  C.  S.,  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  Adjutant- General's  Office,  and  was  relieved,  per 
General  Orders,  No.  16,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf,  May  23, 
1898. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  184,  G.  S.,  War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  OflQce,  Maj.  J.  M.  K.  Davis,  inspector- general.  United 
States  volunteers,  was  assigned  to  duty  as  inspector-general  of  the 
department. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  M.  Graham  relinquished  command  of  the  depart- 
ment in  General  Orders,  No,  13,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf, 
May  18, 1898,  having  been  assigned  to  command  the  Second  Army  Corps. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Brooke  assumed  command  of  the  department  in 
General  Orders,  No.  1,  Headquarters  First  Army  Corps  and  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  May  17, 1898. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  conveyed  in  Special  Orders,  No.  154, 
C.  S.,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Oflce,  I  proceeded 
to  Atlanta  and  assumed  command  of  the  department  in  General  Orders, 
No.  21,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf,  July  4, 1898,  relieving 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Brooke. 

The  following-named  of&cers  constitute  the  staff  at  this  writing : 

PEESONAL. 

First  Lieut.  William  Weigel,  Eleventh  Infantry,  aid-de-camp. 
First  Lieut.  William  S.  Whitehead,  jr..  Third  United  States  Yolunteer 
Engineers,  aid-de-eamp,  engineer  officer. 

DEPAETMBNT   STAFF. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Hall,  adjutant-general. 

Maj.  J.  M.  K.  Davis,  United  States  Volunteers,  inspector-general. 

Capt.  Frank  L.  Dodds,  United  States  Army,  acting  judge-advocate 
and  acting  signal  officer. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Simpson,  chief  quartermaster. 

Col.  Edward  E.  Dravo,  chief  commissary  and  purchasing  commissary. 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  J.  A.  Cleary,  chief  surgeon. 

Col.  George  E.  Glenn,  chief  paymaster. 

Lieut.  Col.  Frank  G.  Smith,  Sixth  Artillery,  artillery  inspector  and 
ordnance  officer. 

Lieutenant  Weigel,  aid-de-camp,  has  been  on  duty  as  acting  assist- 
ant quartermaster  and  commissary  at  Camp  Black,  Hempstead,  Long 
Island,  since  his  appointment  as  aid. 

In  the  short  time  that  I  have  been  in  command  of  the  department  it 
has  not  been  practicable  for  me  to  visit  and  inspect  the  posts  in  this 
department  owing  to  affairs  constantly  occurring  which  required  my 
presence  at  these  headquarters;  but  have  otherwise  made  myself  as 
familiar  as  possible,  without  a  personal  visit,  of  conditions  and  require- 
ments of  all  posts. 

On  assuming  command  of  the  department  I  found  the  following  regi- 
ments on  duty  therein:  First  United  States  Artillery;  Fifth  United 
States  Infantry;  Sixth  United  States  Artillery,  one  battery;  First 
Texas  Volunteer  Cavalry;  Third  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry;  Second 
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North  Carolina  Yolunteer  Infairtry;  Second  South  Carolina  Volunteer 
Infantry,  one  battalion ;  Third  Korth  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry,  one 
battalion;  Battery  South  Carolina  Volunteer  Heavy  Artillery. 

The  First  United  States  Artillery  was  garrisoning  the  following 
posts:  Sullivans  Island,  headquarters  and  two  batteries;  Key  West, 
Pla.,  two  batteries;  and  one  baltery  each  at  the  following  posts: 

Tybee  Island,  Ga.;  Fort  Pickens,  Fla.;  Fort  St.  Philip,  La.;  Fort 
Morgan,  Ala.:  Fort  Point,  Galveston,  Tex.  These  garrisons  remain 
the  same,  except  that  the  batteries  at  Key  West  have  been  sent  to 
Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Hilton  Head, 
Port  Eoyal,  as  soon  as  it  is  determined  that  the  command  is  not  infected 
with  yellow  fever,  and  that  at  Port  Point,  Galveston,  which,  on  account 
of  yellow  fever  in  the  vicinity,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Ardmore, 
Ind.  T.,  and  encamp. 

The  Fifth  United  States  Infantry  garrisoned  the  following  posts: 
Headquarters,  Fort  McPherson,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  Fort  Jefferson,  Dry  Tor- 
tugas,  Pla.,  two  companies  under  command  of  a  major  of  the  regiment, 
and  one  company  at  each  of  the  following  posts :  Tybee  Island,  Ga. ; 
Fort  Barrancas,  Fla. ;  Fort  Point,  Galveston,  Tex. ;  Fort  St.  Philip,  La. ; 
Lands  End,  Port  Eoyal,  S.  G.  The  regiment,  under  telegraphic 
instructions  from  Adjutant-General's  OfBce,  was  ordered  to  duty  at 
Tampa  with  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and  relieved  from  duty  in  the 
department,  the  companies  being  ordered  to  concentrate  at  Tampa. 
Those  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Fort  Barrancas,  Fort  Point,  and  Fort  St. 
Philip  were  replaced  by  companies  of  the  Third  Texas  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  those  at  Tybee  Island  and  Lands  End  by  companies  from 
Second  North  Carolina.  The  Fifth  Regiment  was  subsequently 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  department,  but  before  it  could  be  assigned  to 
stations  it  was  again  relieved  and  ordered  to  the  Department  of  Santi- 
ago, where  it  is  now  serving. 

The  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry  and  Fifth 
United  States  Cavalry  were  on  duty  in  the  department  at  the  time  it 
was  formed,  but  shortly  after  the  declaration  of  war  they  were  relieved 
from  duty  therein,  the  infantry  regiments  going  ultimately  to  Manila, 
and  the  cavalry  regiment  to  duty  with  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  where 
it  is  still  serving. 

The  Third  North  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry  and  the  Second  South 
Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry  battalions  have  been  increased  to  full  regi- 
ments, but  have  remained  at  Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  and  Columbia,  S.  0., 
respectively,  where  they  were  mustered  in.  The  Third  Alabama  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  now  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  has  recently  been  assigned  to 
duty  in  this  department.  The  only  battery  of  the  Sixth  ArtUlery  in  the 
department  is  stationed  at  Fort  Clinch,  Fla. 

The  Second  North  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry  was  stationed  at 
Ealeigh,  N.  C,  the  place  of  muster -in,  but  was  later  distributed  to  the 
following  stations:  Headquarters  and  four  companies  to  St.  Simons 
Island;  two  companies  to  Fort  McPherson,  Ga.  (these  were  sent  later 
to  St.  Simons  Island,  Brunswick,  Ga.);  two  companies  to  St.  Francis 
Barracks,  St.  Augustine,  Fla.;  two  companies  to  Tybee  Island,  Ga.; 
two  companies  to  Lands  End,  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C. ;  the  garrisons  at  each 
of  the  three  last-mentioned  posts  were  under  a  major  of  the  regiment. 

The  Third  Texas  Infantry  was  garrisoning  posts  as  follows :  Head- 
quarters and  nine  companies  were  at  Fort  Clark,  Tex. ;  Fort  Morgan, 
Ala.,  one  company;  Key  West,  Fla.,  two  companies.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  yellow  fever  at  Key  West  the  companies  of  this  regiment  were 
sent  to  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Fort 
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Clark,  Tex.,  as  soon  as  it  is  determined  that  the  command  is  not 
infected  with  yellow  fever.  Other  companies  of  this  regiment  were  dis- 
tributed as  follows :  Fort  Jefferson,  Dry  Tortugas,  one  company,  under 
a  major  of  the  regiment,  relieving  the  Fifth  United  States  Infantry. 
On  orders  being  received  to  withdraw  the  garrison  from  Fort  Jefferson, 
this  company  was  ordered  to  St.  Simons  Island,  and  it  is  now  under 
orders  to  proceed  to  Fort  Clark,  Tex.;  Corpus  Ohristi,  Tex.,  one 
company,  under  command  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment; 
camp  at  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  one  company;  Fort  St.  Philip,  La.,  one 
company  (recently  ordered  to  Fort  Clark,  Tex.) ;  Fort  Morgan,  Ala., 
one  company  (recently  ordered  to  Fort  Clark,  Tex.). 

The  First  Texas  Volunteer  Cavalry  was  stationed  at  Fort  Sam  Hous- 
ton, San  Antonio,  Tex.,  but  on  the  departure  of  the  detachments  of  the 
Fifth  Cavalry  from  Fort  Bliss,  Tex.,  Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex.,  FortEingold, 
Tex.,  and  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  a  troop  of  this  regiment  was  sent  to  each. 
The  regiment  still  occupies  the  posts  mentioned. 

The  battery  of  South  Carolina  Heavy  Artillery  was  stationed  at 
Sullivaus  Island,  where  it  still  remains,  except  for  a  detachment  of  an 
officer  and  fifty  men  to  Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

In  addition  to  the  organized  commands  in  this  department,  a  large 
number  of  recruits  for  the  United  States  Army  have  been  congregated 
at  Fort  McPherson,  in  detachments  under  charge  of  officers  of  each 
regiment  represented.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  general  hospital 
was  established  at  the  same  post,  it  became  necessary  to  turn  over  all 
buildings  at  the  post  for  use  of  the  hospital,  and  the  recruits  were 
quartered  iu  temporary  wooden  buildings  especially  constructed. 

As  the  demands  of  the  hospital  increased  it  became  necessary  to 
remove  the  recruits  from  Fort  McPherson,  and  camps  were  established 
at  the  following  points  in  Georgia:  Waco  (United  States  target  range), 
Lithia  Springs,  and  Newiiaii.  Only  a  sufficient  number  of  these  men 
were  retained  at  Fort  McPherson  for  the  necessary  police  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  post.  Orders  just  received  direct  that  all  recruits  for 
regiments  at  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  belonging  to  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps  be  sent  there,  and  the  necessary  orders  have  been  given  for  the 
movement.  Upon  its  completion  the  only  detachment  of  recruits  left 
will  be  those  of  the  Fifth  United  States  Infantry.  Rough  buildings 
were  constructed  at  all  these  camps  for  accommodation  of  the  men  at 
small  expense. 

The  number  at  each  camp  August  31  was  as  follows : 

Fort  McPherson _ 708 

Lithia  Springs _ 1,694 

Waco. 1,004 

Newnan .' _.. 1,239 

Making  a  total  of. _ __ 4, 645 

The  general  health  of  the  troops  in  the  department  has  been  excel- 
lent. The  prompt  movement  of  the  garrisons  at  Key  West  and  Fort 
Point  on  the  appearance  of  yellow  fever  secured  these  troops  from 
possible  infection. 

Nothing  has  occurred  in  the  department  to  call  for  any  especial 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  troops  in  quelling  disturbances  or  otherwise. 

I  would  invite  attention  to  the  necessity  of  providing  permanent 
quarters  at  an  early  day  for  the  artillery  garrisons  at  the  following 
posts,  if  they  are  to  be  permanently  occupied,  especially  as  cold  weather 
is  approaching  and  the  commands  are  chiefly  in  tents :  Sullivans  Island, 
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S.  C;  Fort  St.  Philip,  La.;  Hilton  Head,  Port  Eoyal,  8.  C,  and  Lands 
End,  Port  Eoyal,  S.  0. 

If  not  deemed  expedient  to  build  permanent  quarters  at  Sullivans 
Island,  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  Hilton  Head,  temporary  buildings  of  a  sub- 
stantial character  for  officers  and  men  should  be  constructed  at  once  if 
the  commands  are  to  be  retained  at  these  points  this  winter. 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  construction  of  permanent  quarters  for 
garrison  at  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  Fort  Point,  Tex.,  and  Tybee  Island,  Ga. 
Temporary  shelters  have  been  authorized  for  the  garrisons  at  these 
posts  pending  completion  of  permanent  buildings,  upon  which  satisfac- 
tory progress  is  being  made. 

Reports  from  regiments  serving  at  garrisons  formerly  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  East  relating  to  lyceums,  target  practice,  signaling,  etc., 
were  made  to  that  department  headquarters.  For  this  reason  I  am 
unable  to  make  report  concerning  these  matters  prior  to  that  date. 
I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  adjutant  general  for  information  regarding 
lyceums,  movements  of  troops,  practice  marches,  and  schools  in  the  late 
Department  of  Texas. 

The  troops  have  been  regularly  paid.  Post  exchanges,  where  they 
are  in  operation,  have  been  successfully  and  satisfactorily  managed. 
Owing  to  the  departure  of  the  regular  troops  from  many  of  the  posts, 
the  exchanges  have  been  closed  and  discontinued.  This  is  the  case 
especially  in  Texas. 

Small-arms  target  practice  was  not  held  in  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf  during  the  fiscal  year,  except  by  the  First  Texas  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, the  practice  having  been  interrupted  by  the  movement  of  troops 
incident  to  the  hostilities  with  Spain.  No  reports  have  yet  been 
received  from  First  Texas  Cavalry. 

Modern  armaments  have  been  established  at  Fort  Point,  Tex. ;  Port 
St.  Philip,  La.;  Lands  End,  S.  C;  Hilton  Head,  S.  C;  Tybee  Island, 
Ga.;  Sullivans  Island,  S.  C;  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  Wassaw  Island,  Ga. 
Eeference  is  made  to  report  of  artillery  inspector  for  details,  etc. 

The  siege  guns,  howitzers,  and  mortars  which  were  supplied  the 
artillery  posts  in  the  department  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Tampa  to 
form  part  of  the  siege  train  organized  at  that  place.  As  far  as  I  have 
been  informed  they  have  not  been  returned. 

The  quarterly  reports  required  from  commanding  officers  of  artillery 
posts  have  been  promptly  rendered,  and  indicate  that  the  requirements 
of  General  Orders,  Ifo.  68,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Office,  December  10, 1897,  have  been  complied  with. 

The  only  regular  regiment  now  remaining  in  the  department  is  the 
First  Artillery,  and  I  recommend  that  the  regiments  taken  from  the 
department  on  account  of  the  war  be  replaced  at  as  early  a  date  as  may 
be  expedient. 

I  would  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the  detailed  reports  of  the 
staff  officers  for  detailed  information  concerning  their  departments. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity, 
zeal,  and  efficiency  with  which  they  have  all  performed  the  arduous 
duties  of  their  offices. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  0.  M.  Pennington, 
Brigadier-  General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Oommanding  Department. 
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REPORT  OF  BRIG.  GEN.  JOHN  M.  BACON,  U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS  COM- 
MANDING DEPARTMENT  OF  DAKOTA. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Dakota, 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  12,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report,  in  compliance 
with  directions  from  the  War  Department. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  many  changes  of  unusual  military  impor- 
tance have  occurred  in  the  department,  owing  mainly  to  the  war  with 
Spain.  The  following  record  of  events  gives  the  changes  of  stations 
within  the  department,  transfers  to  other  departments,  practice 
marches,  etc. : 

FOURTH   CAVALRY. 

Troop  D,  Fourth  Cavalry,  left  camp  at  Lower  Geyser  Basin,  Yellow- 
stone National  Park,  October  5, 1897,  and  returned  to  Fort  Yellow- 
stone, where  it  arrived  October  6, 1897.    Distance  marched,  39  miles. 

Troop  H,  Fourth  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Yellowstone,  June  6, 1898,  to 
take  station  for  the  summer  at  Lower  Geyser  Basin,  Yellowstone 
National  Park. 

During  the  year  detachments  from  the  above  troops  have  been  sta- 
tioned at  various  parts  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  guarding  and 
patrolling  the  park. 

EIGHTH   CAVALRY. 

Troop  A,  from  Fort  Keogh,  Mont.,  to  Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.,  in  the 
Department  of  the  Platte.    Left  Port  Keogh  November  6,  1897. 

Troop  I,  from  Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.,  to  Fort  Eobinson,  Nebr.,  in  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri.    Left  Fort  Meade  April  18, 1898. 

Troop  F,  from  Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.,  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri.    Left  former  post  April  24, 1898. 

Troop  B,  from  Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.,  to  Fort  Washakie,  Wyo.,  in  the 
Department  of  the  Colorado.    Left  Fort  Meade  May  12,  1898. 

Troop  K,  from  Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.,  to  Camp  Merritt,  Mont.  Left 
former  station  May  13, 1898,  and  arrived  at  latter  May  18,  1898.  Dis- 
tance marched,  62  miles ;  traveled  by  rail,  636  miles. 

Troop  G,  from  Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.,  to  Fort  Niobrara,  Nebr.,  in 
Department  of  the  Missouri.    Left  Port  Meade  June  7, 1898. 

Troop  K,  from  Camp  Merritt,  Mont.,  to  Fort  Keogh,  Mont.  Left 
Camp  Merritt  July  3, 1898,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Keogh  July  6, 1898. 
Distance  marched,  87  miles. 

TENTH    CAVALRY. 

Troops  A  and  E,  from  Port  Custer,  Mont.,  to  Fort  Keogh,  Mont. 
Left  former  post  November  15, 1897,  and  arrived  at  new  station  Novem- 
ber 20, 1897. 

Troop  K,  from  Fort  Custer,  Mont.,  to  Fort  Assinniboine,  Mont.  Left 
former  post  November  17, 1897,  and  arrived  at  new  station  December 
8, 1897.    Distance  marched,  346  miles. 

Troop  B,  from  Camp  Merritt,  Mont.,  to  Port  Keogh,  Mont.  Left 
Camp  Merritt  November  27, 1897,  and  marched  via  Port  Custer,  Mont., 
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where  it  was  engaged  until  December  18, 1897,  assisting  in  shipment 
of  stores  preparatory  to  the  abandonment  of  that  post,  and  arrived  at 
Fort  Keogh  December  23, 1897.    Distance  marched,  132  miles. 

Headquarters,  Band,  and  Troops  0,  D,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  and  detach- 
ment of  Hospital  Corps,  from  Fort  Assinniboine,  Mont.,  toObickamauga 
Park,  Ga.,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  Left  Fort  Assinniboine 
April  19,  1898. 

Troops  A,  B,  and  E,  from  Fort  Keogh,  Mont.,  to  Ohickamauga  Park, 
Ga.,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.     Left  Fort  Keogh,  April  20, 1898. 

SECOND  INFANTRY. 

Headquarters,  Band,  and  Companies  A,  E,  F,  and  H,  from  Fort 
Keogh,  Mont.,  to  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  in  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf.    Left  former  station  April  20,  1898. 

Companies  B  and  C,  from  Fort  Harrison,  Mont.,  to  Chickamauga 
Park,  Ga.,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  Left  Fort  Harrison,  April 
20,  1898. 

Companies  D  and  G,  from  Fort  Yates,  N.  Dak.,  to  Chickamauga 
Park,  Ga.,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  Left  former  station  April 
19,  1898. 

THIRD   INFANTRY. 

Headquarters,  Band,  and  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  and  H,  from 
Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
Left  Fort  Snelling  April  19,  1898. 

TWENTY-FIFTH   INFANTRY. 

Companies  A  and  D,  from  Fort  Custer,  Mont.,  to  Fort  Harrison, 
Mont.  Left  Fort  Custer  November  18,  1897,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Har- 
rison November  20, 1897. 

Headquarters,  and  Companies  B,  F,  G,  and  H,  from  Fort  Missoula, 
Mont.,  to  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  Left 
Fort  Missoula  April  10, 1898. 

Companies  C  and  E,  from  Fort  Assinniboine,  Mont.,  to  Chickamauga 
Park,  Ga.,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  Left  Fort  Assinniboine 
April  10,  1898. 

Companies  A  and  D,  from  Fort  Harrison,  Mont.,  to  Chickamauga 
Park,  Ga.,  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  Left  Fort  Harrison  April 
10, 1898. 

PRACTICE   MARCHES 

have  been  made  by  the  troops  in  this  department  as  follows : 

FROM   FORT   ASSINNIBOINE,    MONT. 

September  20  to  October  7, 1897,  by  headquarters,  one  medical  ofQcer, 
detachment  Hospital  Corps,  and  Troops  C,  D,  F,  G,  H,  and  I,  Tenth 
Cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  T.  A.  Baldwin,  to  Lewiston, 
Mont.,  and  return.    Distance  marched,  322  miles. 

FROM  FORT  HARRISON,  MONT. 

September  17  to  October  4,  1897,  by  Companies  B  and  C,  Second 
Infantry,  and  detachment  of  Hospital  Corps,  under  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  William  Wherry,  to  Old  Fort  Logan,  Mont.,  and  return.  Distance 
marched,  152  miles. 
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FROM  FORT  MISSOULA,  MONT. 

September  3  to  18,  1897,  by  Companies  B,  P,  G,  and  H,  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry,  and  detachment  of  Hospital  Corps,  aggregate  strength,  8 
commissioned  officers  and  206  men,  under  command  of  Oapt.  0.  L. 
Hodges,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  up  the  Bitter  Koot  Valley,  Montana,  and 
return  to  post.  The  command  was  exercised  in  hasty  construction  of 
intrenchments,  attack  and  defense  of  bridges,  outpost  duty,  pickets 
and  Cossack  posts,  and  a  detachment  from  each  company  signaling. 
Total  distance  marched,  154  miles. 

FROM   FORT   YATES,   N.    DAK. 

September  8  to  20, 1897,  by  Troop  C,  Eighth  Cavalry,  and  Companies 
D  and  G,  Second  Infantry,  to  Hearst  Eiver,  North  Dakota,  and  return. 
Distance  marched,  144^  miles. 

MISCELL  ANEOUS. 

September  13  to  18,  1897,  the  annual  department  infantry  competi- 
tion was  held  at  Fort  Keogh,  Mont. 

October  26  to  November  9, 1897,  Troop  F,  Tenth  Cavalry,  was  engaged 
in  patrolling  the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Assinniboine,  Mont.  Dis- 
tance marched,  98  miles. 

April  8, 1898,  Troop  G,  Tenth  Cavalry,  under  command  of  First  Lieut. 
W.  H.  Smith,  Tenth  Cavalry,  marched  to  Blackfeet  Indian  Agency, 
Mont.,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  agency  police  in  patrolling  the 
boundary  lines  of  the  ceded  lands  about  to  be  thrown  open  to  the  pub- 
lic for  settlement  under  the  mineral-land  laws.  Troops  returned  to  post 
April  18, 1898. 

April  17, 1898,  Fort  Custer,  Mont.,  was  abandoned  and  the  reserva- 
tion and  buildings  turned  over  temporarily  to  the  care  of  H.  C.  Bullard 
and  Simon  Harris,  of  Ellerton,  Nebr. 

On  March  11, 1898,  by  virtue  of  General  Orders,  No.  7,  current  series, 
from  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  territorial  limits  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Dakota  were  extended  to  include  the  whole  of  South  Dakota, 
thereby  adding  Port  Meade  to  the  number  of  posts  in  the  department. 

Camp  Merritt,  at  the  Tongue  Eiver  Indian  Agency,  Mont.,  a  subpost 
of  Fort  Keogh,  was  garrisoned  by  detachments  of  1  commissioned 
officer  and  15  enlisted  men  from  the  latter  post — changed  periodically — 
until  about  April  16, 1898,  when  the  detachment  was  withdrawn  to  go 
•with  the  troops  ordered  from  Port  Keogh  to  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga. 
Prom  that  date  until  May  18, 1898,  no  troops  were  stationed  at  the 
agency.  On  the  latter  date,  under  orders  from  the  War  Department, 
Troop  K,  Eighth  Cavalry,  Capt.  Charles  M.  O'Connor,  commanding, 
arrived  and  took  station  at  Camp  Merritt;  This  force  was  maintained 
at  this  point  until  July  3, 1898,  when  the  troop  was  transferred  to  Fort 
Keogh,  leaving  at  the  camp  a  detachment  of  1  noncommissioned  ofiScer 
and  16  men  only,  which  is  ^periodically  changed  by  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Keogh. 

I  reached  these  headquarters  on  the  19th  day  of  April  last,  pursuant 
to  telegram  from  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  dated  April  16, 
1898,  and  assumed  temporary  command  of  the  department,  relieving 
Maj.  Gen.  James  F.  Wade,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers. 

Attention  is  invited  to  accompanying  report  of  the  acting  adjutant- 
general  of  the  department,  and  tbe  roster  of  troops,  showing  the  names 
of  commanding  officers  and  strength  of  detachments  on  duty  at  posts 
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in  the  department.  I  have  visited  each  post  whose  regular  garrison 
has  been  withdrawn  for  duty  in  the  field  and  found  both  public  and 
private  property  well  cared  for.  The  shipping  to  designated  points  of 
the  clothing,  equipage,  quartermaster  stores,  and  rations,  as  also  the 
Hotchkiss  guns,  carriages,  and  ammunition  from  their  posts,  was  a 
severe  task  to  the  small  detachments,  but  was  accomplished  thoroughly 
and  promptly. 

The  property  interests  of  absent  troops  in  the  various  post  exchanges 
have  been  duly  considered  and  guarded. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  troops,  target  practice  for  the  present  year 
was  suspended  by  authority  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  dated 
June  1  last. 

The  Indians  in  the  department  have  been  quiet  and  orderly  during 
the  year. 

Although  the  mustering  in  of  the  several  regiments  of  volunteers 
called  for  by  the  President's  proclamations  from  the  States  within  the 
limits  of  this  department,  for  service  in  the  war  with  Spain,  was  not 
directly  under  my  charge,  still  in  connection  therewith  I  gave  the  sub- 
ject my  constant  attention  and  rendered  every  facility  to  mustering 
and  recruiting  oificers  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  The  several 
hundred  recruits  required  for  the  Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth 
regiments  of  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  after  the  departure  of  the 
regiments  from  the  department,  were  obtained  by  the  respective  regi- 
mental recruiting  parties  and  forwarded  to  regiments  in  an  incredibly 
short  time. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  departments. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  M,  Bacon, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


REPORT    OF    BRIG.    GEN.    JOHN    M.    BACON,    COMMANDING    THE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  LAKES. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Lakes, 

Chicago,  III.,  August  31,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  op  the  Army. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  affairs  in  this 
department,  embraciug  the  period  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report  of  my  predecessor : 

Pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  President,  I  assumed  command  of  this 
department  on  April  31  last;  hence  my  personal  participation  in  the 
administration  covered  by  the  record  of  events  is  limited  and  requires 
brief  comment. 

A  few  days  prior  to  my  assuming  command  the  troojis  stationed  at 
the  several  posts  in  the  department  were,  under  telegraphic  instruc- 
tions of  the  War  Department,  ordered  to  move  as  follows:  The  Fourth 
Infantry  from  Fort  Sheridan  to  Tampa,  Fla. ;  the  Sixth  Infantry  from 
Fort  Thomas,  Ky.,  to  Tampa,  Fla.;  the  Seventeenth  Infantry  from 
Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio,  to  Tampa,  Fla.;  the  Nineteenth  Infantry 
from  Forts  Brady  and  Wayne,  Mich.,  to  Mobile,  Ala.;  Troops  G  and  G, 
First  Cavalry,  and  Light  Battery  A,  Second  Artillery,  from  Fort  Sheri- 
dan, 111.,  to  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  leaving 
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only  one  officer  and  a  small  detacliment  of  enlisted  men  at  each  post  to 
guard  public  property. 

1  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  in  relation  to  proper  adjustment  of  compensation  of  clerks  at 
these  headquarters,  and  the  return  of  absent  clerks  and  messengers  for 
duty,  their  services  being  required. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  record  of  events,  showing 
in  detail  movements  of  troops  throughout  the  department  during  the 
period  covered  by  this  report  and  of  troops  in  certain  portions  of  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri  prior  to  the  creation  of  this  department. 

The  reports  of  the  heads  of  staff  departments  on  duty  at  these  head- 
quarters will  be  found  herewith. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  M.  Bacon, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


REPORT   OF  BRIG.  GEN.  E.  V.  SUMNER,  U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS,  COM- 
MANDING  DEPARTMENT   OF   THE   COLORADO. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Colorado, 

Denver,  Colo.,  September  8,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  The  report  called  for  in  your  telegram  of  the  30th  ultimo  is 
hereby  submitted.  Since  the  last  annual  report  submitted  by  Major- 
General  Otis,  commanding  this  department,  the  State  of  Wyoming  has 
been  added  to  the  limits  of  the  department.  The  military  posts  of  Fort 
D.  A.  Eussell,  Fort  Washakie,  aod  the  subpost  of  Pilot  Butte  are 
included  in  this  additional  territory.  Tlie  location  of  other  posts  in 
the  department  remain  as  shown  in  previous  reports  of  my  predecessor, 
excepting  Whipple  Barracks,  Ariz.,  which  has  been  abandoned,  under 
orders  of  the  War  Department. 

The  war  declared  with  Spain  on  April  21, 1898,  was  followed  by  many 
changes  of  troops,  and  while  some  of  the  garrisons  were  reduced  to  mere 
detachments,  others  were  left  with  full  strength.  The  latter  include 
the  posts  of  Fort  Grant,  Ariz.;  Fort  Huachuca,  Ariz.;  Fort  Apache, 
Ariz.,  and  Fort  Duchesne,  Utah.  The  latter  post  was  first  left  in 
charge  of  a  detachment,  but  was  soon  reenforced  by  2  troops,  Sev- 
enth Cavalry,  from  Fort  Bayard,  N.  Mex.  The  posts  that  were  left 
with  only  a  small  guard  are  Forts  Eussell,  Logan,  Bayard,  Wingate, 
Douglas,  and  Washakie.  Of  these  posts.  Fort  Washakie  has  since 
been  reoccupied  with  1  troop.  Eighth  Cavalry;  Fort  Wingate,  1 
company.  Fifteenth  Infantry;  Fort  Logan,  5  companies.  Fifteenth 
Infantry.  Owing  to  conditions,  existing  in  the  department  of  the 
Missouri,  which  I  also  command,  I  found  it  necessary  to  send  1  troop 
of  cavalry  to  Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  and  1  company  of  infantry  to  Jefferson 
Barracks,  Mo.,  for  temporary  duty,  where  they  still  remain,  although 
carried  upon  the  returns  of  the  Department  of  the  Colorado.  Thus  the 
force  left  in  the  department  after  the  departure  of  the  troops  ordered 
to  the  front  has  been  so  distributed  as  to  guard  against  any  possible 
outbreak  of  Indians  or  trouble  of  any  kind  in  their  immediate  vicin- 
ity. Fortunately,  nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  peace  or  to 
alarm  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier,  and  matters  have  remained  as 
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quiet  as  they  could  have  been  with  full  garrisons.  Since  the  campaign 
of  the  Seventh  and  First  Cavalry  on  the  Mexican  border  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1896,  where  a  few  renegades  were  killed  and  their  camp 
destroyed,  not  even  a  suspicion  of  an  Indian  has  been  noticed  in  that 
part  of  Arizona.  The  troops  at  Fort  fluachuca  have  had  some  field 
service  following  reports  of  trouble  with  the  Papago  Indians  and  Mex- 
icans across  the  border  of  Mexico.  An  unsettled  state  of  feeling  in 
that  part  of  Arizona  west  of  Nogales  seemed  to  warrant  tbe  use  of 
troops,  and  their  presence,  no  doubt,  served  to  preserve  the  peace. 
With  the  exception  above  noted,  a  state  of  quietude  has  reigned 
throughout  the  department  never  known  in  former  years. 

The  commendable  desire  of  commissioned  officers  to  go  to  the  front, 
backed  by  personal  applications,  which  were  in  most  cases  approved, 
left  the  several  posts  in  the  department  without  a  sufficient  number  of 
officers  for  duty.  Those  left  behind,  who  were  compelled  to  do  more 
than  double  duty,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  energy  displayed  and  the 
faithful  performance  of  all  required  of  them,  and  whether  at  the  front 
or  in  garrison  the  real  character  of  the  American  soldier,  the  enlisted 
man,  could  not  have  been  more  clearly  demonstrated.  They  all  desired 
to  go  to  the  front,  but,  not  being  allowed  that  privilege,  submitted  to 
the  inevitable,  and,  without  a  single  case  of  insubordination,  have  quietly 
and  consistently  perfofmed  their  duty  at  their  several  stations. 

The  railroad  having  been  completed  to  San  Carlos,  Ariz.,  I  recom- 
mend that  the  post,  if  continued,  be  permanently  garrisoned  by  either 
a  troop  of  cavalry  or  a  company  of  infantry,  although  with  a  strong 
garrison  at  Fort  Grant  there  does  not  seem  to  be  necessity  for  any 
troops  at  San  Carlos. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  having  charge  of  the  several  staff  depart- 
ments at  these  headquarters  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
are  forwarded  herewith. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  V.  Sumner, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


ANNUAL    BEPORT    OF    BRIG.   GEN.  E.  V.  SUMNEB,  COMMANDING 
THE  DEPABTMENT  OF  THE  MISSOUBI. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Omaha,  Nebr.,  September  3, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  affairs  of 
this  department  since  September  1, 1897,  up  to  the  present  time,  though 
covering,  as  regards  the  business  of  the  staff  departments  at  these 
headquarters,  the  year  ending  July  31, 1898. 

In  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  President,  as  published  in  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  7,  current  series,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  mili- 
tary Department  of  the  Platte  was  abolished  and  the  new  geographical 
Department  of  the  Missouri  created,  consisting  of  the  States  of  Iowa, 
Nebraska,  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Arkansas,  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Ter- 
ritories, and  the  troops  then  serving  therein. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  dated 
April  lo,  1898,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  j.  Coppinger,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the 
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department,  accompanied  by  his  personal  aids,  First  Lieuts.  Grote 
Hutchesou  and  A.  W.  Perry,  Mnth  Cavalry;  Maj.  George  Andrews, 
assistant  adjutant-general;  Maj.  E.  H.  Crowder,  judge- advocate,  and 
Maj.  George  E.  Pond,  chief  quartermaster,  left  department  headquar- 
ters en  route  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  for  service  in  the  field.  On  April  28, 
1898,  Maj.  P.  E.  Nye,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  was  relieved 
of  his  duties  by  Maj.  W.  L.  Alexander,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and 
under  instructions  from  the  War  Department  proceeded  to  Tampa,  Fla., 
for  field  duty. 

In  accordance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Major-General 
Commanding  the  Army,  dated  April  15, 189S,  the  troops  stationed  within 
the  limits  of  the  department  were  relieved  from  duty  at  their  respective 
stations  and  ordered  to  proceed  South  for  field  service.  Attention  is 
Invited  to  inclosure  3  of  the  report  of  the  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  the  department  for  a  synopsis  of  the  changes  in  the  move- 
ments of  troops. 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  Ifo.  19,  current  series.  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,  I  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, but  by  reason  of  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Colorado,  I 
retained  my  personal  station  at  Denver,  Colo.,  visitiug  Omaha,  Nebr., 
at  such  times  as  I  deemed  it  necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  the 
business  of  the  department. 

The  following  changes  in  the  several  staff  departments  at  these  head- 
quarters have  taken  place  during  the  past  year:  Lieut.  Col.  Theo. 
Schwan,  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  relieved  from  duty  on  October 
26, 1897;  Maj.  George  Andrews,  assistant  adjutant-general,  reported  at 
department  headquarters  on  March  22, 1898,  and  assigned  to  duty  as 
adjutant  general  of  the  department;  Maj.  George  B.  Pond,  quarter- 
master, reported  on  April  14  aud  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  guartermaster, 
relieving  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Marshall ;  Maj.  J.M.J.  Sanuo,  Third  Infantry, 
reported  on  AprU  25, 1898,  was  announced  as  acting  inspector-general 
of  the  department;  Maj.  B.  A.  Koerper,  surgeon,  reported  on  April  25, 
1898,  and  announced  as  chief  surgeon  of  the  department;  Capt.  John 
Baxter,  jr.,  assistant  quartermaster,  reported  at  department  headquar- 
ters on  May  18, 1898,  and,  under  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
assumed  the  duties  relinquislied  by  Cajjt.  S.  E.  Jones,  assistant  quarter- 
master, ordered  to  report  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  expedition 
to  the  Philippine  Islands. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  Ko.  150,  current  series.  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  Maj.  J.  M.  J.  Sanno,  Third  Infantry,  acting 
inspector-general,  was  relieved  from  duty  in  the  department  and  ordered 
to  report  to  the  commanding  general,  Department  of  Dakota,  for  duty 
in  that  department.    Major  Sanno  left  for  his  new  station  on  July  2, 1898. 

Maj.  Francis  Moore,  Fifth  Cavalry,  acting  inspector- general,  having 
reported  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  150,  current  series. 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  was  announced  as  acting  inspector- general 
of  the  department.  Major  Moore  retains  his  station  at  Denver,  Colo., 
being  the  acting  inspector-general  of  the  Department  of  the  Colorado. 

Maj.  W.  L.  Alexander,  commissary  of  subsistence,  was  relieved  from 
duty  as  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  department  by  Special 
Orders,  No.  134,  current  series.  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  and  Capt. 
John  Baxter,  jr.,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  has  since  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  office  of  chief  commissary. 

Maj.  William  Monaghan,  additional  paymaster,  F.  S.  Volunteers, 
reported  for  duty  at  department  headquarters  on  July  5, 1898.  Maj. 
J.  M.  Cleland,  additional  paymaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reported  for  duty 
13  MG 
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at  department  headquarters  on  August  3, 1898.  Majjor  Olelana  was 
relieved  from  further  duty  at  these  headquarters  by  Special  Orders, 
No.  197,  current  series,  Adjutant- General's  Offtce,  and  left  for  his  new 
station  at  Chicago  August  25, 1898. 

In  view  of  the  war  with  Spain  and  on  account  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  from  the  several  garrisons  (except  a  detachment  from  each 
troop  and  company),  only  the  necessary  guards  have  been  maintained 
for  the  protection  of  public  and  private  property. 

On  account  of  rumored  Indian  troubles,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
send  a  troop  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry  from  Port  Grant,  Ariz.,  for  duty 
at  Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  and,  later,  a  troop  of  the  Eighth  Cavalry  was  also 
sent  to  that  post  from  Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.  No  troubles,  however, 
have  been  reported. 

A  troop  of  the  Eighth  Cavalry  from  Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.,  was  sent 
to  Port  Eobinson  for  temporary  duty,  and  a  troop  of  the  same  regiment 
was  also  ordered  to  Fort  Niobrara  for  a  like  duty.  I'hese  two  posts 
being  situated  near  the  Pine  Eidge  and  Eosebud  Indian  reservations, 
respectively,  this  action  was  thought  necessary  to  quiet  any  fears  that 
the  settlers  might  have  living  near  these  reservations  on  account  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  troops  formerly  stationed  at  the  posts  named.  A 
full  report  of  the  movements  of  these  troops  can  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  acting  assistant  adjustant-general,  reporting  the  changes  of 
troops  in  the  department. 

With  reference  to  the  Apache  prisoners  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  First 
Lieut.  P.  H.  Beach,  Seventh  Cavalry,  in  charge,  says  in  his  annual 
report,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  on 
the  26th  of  August,  1898,  "That  the  discipline  among  the  prisoners  is 
excellent;  that  as  a  tribe  they  are  willing  to  work,  and  that  the  money 
spent  by  themes  for  necessary  articles  of  household  furniture,  etc.;  that 
they  are  apparently  peaceably  Inclined,  and  that  as  a  people  they  will 
never  go  to  war  again,  unless  in  case  of  a  general  uprising,  such  as  was 
threatened  in  1890."  When  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Forts 
Eeno  and  Sill  to  take  part  in  the  present  war  with  Spain,  the  Indians 
in  the  vicinity  of  these  posts  thought  the  time  had  come  for  another 
general  uprising,  and  two  Apaches  reported  that  their  people  were 
making  medicine  and  singing  war  songs,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  pre- 
caution taken  in  sending  to  Fort  Sill  the  two  troops  of  cavalry  for  duty 
at  that  post  prevented  any  further  demonstration  that  was  likely  to 
break  out.  The  commanding  oflcer  of  Fort  Sill,  in  forwarding  the 
report  of  Lieutenant  Beach,  says :  "  The  Apache  prisoners  are  making 
excellent  progress  toward  civilization." 

Post  schools  have  been  held  in  accordance  with  Army  Eegulations. 
I  refer  you  for  specific  information  concerning  them  to  the  tabulated 
statement  of  the  acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  Under  General 
Orders,  No.  3,  series  1897,  Department  of  the  Platte,  practice  marches, 
etc.,  were  had  at  the  several  posts  then  in  the  Department  of  the  Platte, 
and  from  the  reports  of  the  post  commanders  received  at  these  head- 
quarters, show  a  degree  of  efflciency  by  the  troops. 

The  officers'  lyceum,  established  at  each  of  the  posts  in  the  depart- 
ment, and  the  accompanying  synopsis  of  the  report  of  work  accom- 
plished, will  show  what  was  done.  As  far  as  observed  in  the  reports 
of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  different  posts  of  the  progress  made, 
the  general  purpose  of  the  establishment  of  the  lyceum  seems  to  have 
been  accomplished. 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  published 
in  Circular  No.  20,  current  series.  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  all  officers 
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who  were  on  duty  at  these  headquarters  prior  to  the  declaration  of  war 
and  ordered  to  the  field  on  a  status  of  "temporary  duty,"  have  been 
since  dropped  from  the  department  returns. 

I  have  not,  since  assuming  command  of  the  department,  made  the 
inspections  contemplated  by  army  regulation  193,  the  troops  being 
absent  in  the  field,  and,  under  army  regulation  867,  the  acting  inspector- 
general  of  the  department  has  made  only  one  inspection,  that  of  Fort 
Sill,  Okla.,  report  of  which,  with  the  action  taken  thereon,  was  for- 
warded to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  on  August  18, 1898. 

I  inclose  herewith  and  invite  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  heads  of 
staff  departments,  but  owing  to  the  several  vacancies  in  the  depart- 
ment staff"  at  these  headquarters,  a  number  of  these  reports  are  sub- 
mitted by  Capt.  John  Baxter,  jr.,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  charge  of 
office.  Therefore  only  four  reports — those  of  the  acting  inspector- 
general,  chief  quartermaster,  chief  paymaster,  and  chief  surgeon — are 
submitted  in  full.  All  the  oificers  on  duty  at  these  headquarters  have 
discharged  their  duties  with  ability  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 
Yery  respectfully, 

B.  V.  Sumner, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


REPORT  OF  BRIG.  GEN.  GEORGE  L.  GILLESPIE,  U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS, 
COMMANDING  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  EAST. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

Governors  Island,  Neio  TorJc  City,  September  13, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-Gen'bral  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir:  During  the  year  the  country  has  been  convulsed  by  war  with 
Spain,  necessitating  the  transfer  of  troops  from  the  Atlantic  and  Gult 
coasts  to  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico. 

The  operations  of  the  department  from  the  date  of  last  annual  report 
to  the  beginning  of  the  calendar  year  were  of  a  routine  character  and 
call  for  no  special  comment,  but  just  prior  to  the  declaration  of  war  and 
subsequently  thereto,  extending  to  the  time  of  actual  hostilities  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  attention  of  the  major-general  tiien  in  command 
was  given  to  measures  for  placing  the  entire  seaboard  in  a  condition  ot 
defense  against  attack  by  hostile  vessels  or  marauding  cruisers  so  far 
as  available  funds  would  admit.  The  governors  of  the  several  States 
were  freely  consulted  and  their  attention  favorably  enlisted  in  providing 
temporary  garrisons,  to  be  drawn  from  State  militia,  for  those  exposed 
points  where  no  defenses  containing  heavy  guns  existed,  or  where  the 
defenses  were  without  or  had  only  small  garrisons.  In  these  prepara- 
tory measures  the  department  commander  had  the  active  and  ef&cient 
assistance  of  the  engineer  and  ordnance  officers  serving  on  the  coast 
line  of  the  department.  The  work  entailed  by  the  operations,  under 
taken  at  a  time  when  the  country  was  excited  and  the  necessary  degree 
of  defense  indeterminate,  and  the  means  available  meager  and  intangi- 
ble, was  of  a  very  exacting  character  and  often  became  very  perplexing 
in  its  execution. 
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INFANTRY  STJPPORTS  TO  SEAOOAST  FOETRESSES. 

To  give  such  additional  protection  as  seemed  to  be  needed  along  the 
North  Atlantic  coast  while  the  war  was  in  progress  infantry  supports 
to  the  garrisons  of  forts  in  the  principal  harbors  were  drawn  from  some 
of  the  volunteer  infantry,  heavy  artillery,  and  light  batteries  which  had 
been  recruited  under  the  first  call  of  the  President,  dated  April  23, 
1898.  The  organizations  so  used,  numbering  12,000  men,  approximately, 
were  the  First  Maine  Heavy  Battery;  First  Massachusetts  Heavy 
Artillery;  BatteryB,FirstConnecticut  Volunteer  Artillery;  First  Con- 
necticut Volunteer  Infantry;  First,  Twenty-second,  and  Forty-seventh 
New  York  Volnnteer  Infantry;  Third  New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry; 
Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  andEighteenthPennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry; 
Light  Batteries  A  and  C,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Artillery,  and  the 
First  Maryland  Volunteer  Infantry,  Thepoints  so  garrisoned  were  Forts 
Popham  and  Preble,  Me. ;  Plum  Island,  Forts  Pickering,  Gloucester, 
Marblehead,  Nahant,  Warren,  and  Eodman,  Mass. ;  Fort  Adams,  E.  I. ; 
Forts  Griswold  and  Trumbull,  Conn.;  Plum  Island  and  Great  Gull 
Island,  N.  Y.;  Forts  Slocum,  Schuyler,  Totten,  Columbus,  Wadsworth, 
and  Hamilton,  N.  Y. ;  Forts  Hancock  and  Mott,  N.  J. ;  Battery  Point 
and  Fort  Delaware,  Del. ;  Fort  Washington,  Md. ;  Sheridan  Point,  Va. ; 
Fort  Monroe  and  Newport  News,  Va. 

In  addition  to  the  volunteer  organizations  mustered  in  under  the  first 
call  of  the  President,  mentioned  above,  the  following  were  assigned  to 
the  department : 

The  Second  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  was  assigned  to  guard 
powder  works  at  Montchanin,  Del.,  and  Penngrove,  N.  J.;  three  troops 
of  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  not  assigned  to  duty,  being  deficient  in  equip- 
ment; Light  Battery  A  and  Heavy  Battery  C,  First  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteer Artillery,  did  not  leave  State  camp  at  Niantic;  Light  Batteries 
A  and  B,  Ehode  Island  Volunteer  Artillery,  remained  at  State  camp, 
Quonset  Point,  E.  I. ;  First  Eeglment  Delaware  Volunteer  Infantry  was 
not  assigned  to  duty,  being  deficient  in  equipment. 

Under  the  second  call  of  the  President,  dated  May  25,  the  Two  hun- 
dred and  first.  Two  hundred  and  second,  and  Two  hundred  and  third 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Seventh  Batteries 
New  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  were  assigned  to  this  department  and 
stationed  at  Camp  Black,  and  Battery  A,  Colorado  Light  Artillery, 
which  was  assigned  to  Fort  Hancock,  N.  J. 

Many  of  the  regiments  organized  under  first  call  were  recruited  up 
to  the  war  strength  of  twelve  companies. 

These  volunteer  troops  while  employed  as  garrison  supports  were 
drilled  constantly  according  to  the  regulations  for  their  own  arm  of 
the  service  and  performed  the  usual  duty  of  guards,  and  in  many  cases 
were  required,  in  addition,  to  do  duty  connected  with  the  practice  of 
modern  high-power  guns  in  the  forts.  The  discipline  and  efficiency 
which  they  attained  in  this  new  and  previously  untried  service  was 
creditable  to  the  character  and  length  of  service  of  the  troops.  With 
few  exceptions  their  behavior  in  camp  was  as  perfect  as  could  be 
expected  from  newly  recruited  regiments,  and  for  this  reason  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  award  them  high  praise  for  their  discipline  and  good  conduct. 

OAMPS   OF   INSTRUCTION. 

As  reserves  to  these  seacoast  garrisons  inland  camps  of  greater  or 
less  extent  were  formed,  where  drills  could  be  had  by  united  organiza- 
tions and  instruction  could  be  given  in  all  the  duties  required  of  troops 
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in  active  service  in  the  field.  The  following  camps  nnder  Government 
control,  located  within  the  geographical  boundaries  of  the  Department 
of  the  East,  but  not  embraced  within  its  jurisdiction,  may  be  enumer- 
ated: Camp  Alger,  Va.,  Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  and  Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk 
Point. 

Camp  Black,  Long  Island,  a  State  encampment,  placed  temporarily 
under  the  orders  of  this  department  for  public  purposes,  was  exten- 
sively used  for  the  assembly,  drill,  and  equipment  of  New  York  troops. 
Other  State  encampments  were  similarly  used  as  rendezvous  connected 
with  muster-in  and  muster-out  purposes,  with  the  consent  and  coopera- 
tion of  the  State  governments,  viz :  State  Camp,  Augusta,  Me. ;  Camp 
Dyer,  Quonset,  S.  I.;  South  Framingham,  Mass.;  N^iantic,  Conn.; 
Camp  Townsend,  N.  T.;  Camp  Hardin,  N.  T.,  and  Sea  Girt,  'N.  J. 

In  all  measures  adopted  by  the  General  Government  for  the  assembly 
and  equipment  of  the  volunteer  troops  the  State  and  town  authorities 
have  given  cordial  and  efficient  cooperation,  and  have  always  evinced 
a  warm  interest  in  the  welfare  of  organizations  from  their  States  or 
towns  by  a  generous  offer  of  State  encampments  and  conveniences  or 
town  armories  where  such  were  needed  for  the  comfort  of  troops.  After 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  in  July  the  expediency  of  withdrawing  the 
infantry  supports  from  the  several  defenses  was  considered,  and  by 
September  1  they  had  been  transferred  to  inland  camps,  or  orders  had 
issued  for  the  withdrawal. 

KETUEIONG  SICK  AND   WOtrNDED. 

One  sad  feature  of  the  return  of  troops  from  the  seat  of  war  was 
the  gTeat  number  of  the  sick,  suffering  with  different  kinds  of  fever,  or 
convalescents  who  had  relapses  immediately  after  their  return.  Those 
actually  wounded  in  active  service  formed  but  a  small  proportion  of 
the  patients.  As  the  returning  troops  were  landed  chiefly  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  Torkfrom  transports,  it  early  became  necessary  to  provide 
additional  hospital  accommodations  at  all  the  forts  in  the  harbor,  and 
to  arrange  for  the  temporary  use  of  civil  hospitals  in  the  cities  of  New 
Tork,  Brooklyn,  and  elsewhere.  The  enlarged  facilities  which  were 
attained  by  erecting  tents  at  Forts  Columbus,  Hamilton,  and  Wads- 
worth,  and  by  the  repair  of  old  barracks  at  Fort  Wood  (Bedloe  Island), 
all  in  New  Tork  Harbor,  provided  accommodations  for  about  1,000  sick. 
This  number  was  largely  increased  by  the  use  of  the  civil  hospitals  in 
the  vicinity,  and  by  fitting  up  the  Government  barracks  at  Plattsburg 
and  Fort  Ethan  Allen,  for  the  reception  of  convalescents  not  sufficiently 
recovered  to  return  to  duty.  The  hospitals  and  other  charitable  organ- 
izations, and  even  private  citizens  in  New  Tork  City,  all  vied  with  each 
other  in  benevolent  efforts  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  arriving  sol- 
diers without  regard  to  organizations  or  color,  whether  regular  or  vol- 
unteer, or  from  other  States,  and  to  one  and  all,  without  discrimination, 
public  recognition  is  here  given  for  the  humane  and  patriotic  services 
rendered. 

A  statement  is  appended  showing  approximately  the  number  of  sick 
and  wounded  in  the  military  and  civil  hospitals  in  New  Tork  and 
vicinity,  but  no  data  is  at  hand  of  the  number  that  have  been  sent  to 
Plattsburg  and  Fort  Ethan  Allen,  nor  of  those  treated  in  the  numerous 
civil  hospitals  at  Portland,  Boston,  Hartford,  Bridgeport,  New  Haven, 
and  interior  cities.  From  the  very  numerous  communications  received 
from  different  points  it  is  estimated  that  an  equal,  if  not  a  greater, 
number  than  shown  in  the  table  are  receiving  care  at  other  places  in 
the  department. 
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The  untiring  and  efficient  services  rendered  by  the  officers  of  the 
Medical  Department  for  the  relief  and  distribution  of  returning  sick 
soldiers  are  worthy  of  notice  and  commendation,  and  it  is  a  pleasure 
also  to  express  my  obligations  to  Dr.  A.  H.  Doty,  the  health  officer  of 
the  port  of  New  York,  for  the  prompt  notices  he  gave  of  the  arrival 
of  transports  conveying  sick  soldiers,  for  his  personal  attention  to  the 
sick  while  at  the  quarantine  station,  and  for  his  considerate  efforts  in 
having  them  transported  to  different  points  in  the  harbor  accessible  to 
hospitals,  when  Government  means  of  transport  were  not  available. 

SBACOAST   FOETIFIOATIONS. 

As  my  service  in  command  dates  only  from  the  SOtli  of  June,  or  for  a 
period  of  two  months  only  while  the  war  was  in  active  progress,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  I  should  have  any  matured  plans  or  suggestions 
to  offer  at  this  time  looking  to  material  changes  in  the  organization  and 
equipment  of  this  department.  My  own  observations  as  to  the  person- 
nel of  the  command  have  been  so  satisfactory,  however,  that  I  feel 
impelled  to  say  that  the  officers  have  been  sincere  and  earnest  in  their 
work,  and  have  trained  their  commands  to  a  high  degree  of  discipline. 

It  is  gratifying  to  mention  in  this  place  and  in  this  way  the  advanced 
progress  that  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  the  permanent 
seacoast  defenses  in  this  department.  In  every  principal  harbor  new 
batteries  have  been  built,  which  are  supplied  with  a  reasonably  good 
number  of  high-power  guns,  mounted  on  disappearing  and  nondisap- 
pearing  carriages,  supplemented  in  special  instances  by  rapid-fire  guns 
of  different  calibers.  The  mounts  have  been  carefully  examined  and 
tested  in  place  by  ordnance  officers  detailed  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance, 
and  the  armaments  are  now,  in  general,  ready  for  use  and  reasonably 
well  supplied  with  ammunition.  In  addition  to  the  batteries  and  the 
new  armaments,  satisfactory  ijrovision  by  modern  devices  has  been 
made  for  determining  range  of  high-power  guns. 

With  continued  appropriations  for  harbor  defenses,  the  time  will  soon 
arrive  when  the  country  may  cease  to  be  solicitous  about  hostile  attacks 
upon  its  great  commercial  centers. 

SPECIAL   ORGANIZATION   OF   COAST  ARTILLERY. 

These  batteries,  containing  modern  guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber, 
require  for  the  proper  service  of  the  emplacement  and  of  the  magazine 
mechanical  appliances  to  deliver  ammunition  to  the  guns  and  machinery 
to  actuate  dynamos  for  electrically  lighting  magazines,  storerooms,  and 
galleries,  and  for  serving  search  lights  and  range  finders.  The  neces- 
sary installation,  care,  and  maintenance  of  these  mechanical  appliances 
demand  a  higher  order  of  expert  capacity  than  can  be  found  ordinarily 
among  the  enlisted  men  in  the  Army.  The  desired  capacity  must  be 
obtained  in  a  different  way.  According  to  our  present  system  of  enlist- 
ment in  the  fighting  arms  of  the  service,  men  enlist,  as  a  rule,  to  bear 
arms  only.  If  other  than  a  physical  standard  be  adopted  in  choosing 
a  specially  fitted  soldier,  encouragement  to  enlistment  must  be  given 
by  increased  pay  and  advancement  when  deserved.  For  these  reasons 
I  recommend  that  the  next  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Army  contain 
provision,  following  the  example  of  foreign. services,  for  the  permanent 
employment,  at  adequate  compensation,  with  further  provision  for  mer- 
ited advancement,  of  a  suitable  number  of  mechanical  engineers  and 
electrical  experts  at  each  seacoast  fort,  whose  duty  in  the  beginning 
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shall  be  to  superintend  the  erection  and  repair  of  machinery  installed 
for  the  general  purposes  of  modern  batteries.  Closely  allied  to  the 
subject  of  battery  machinery  is  its  personnel.  The  skillful  maneuver 
of  the  gun  has  such  a  strong  bearing  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  fire 
delivered  by  the  battery  and  the  endurance  of  its  defense  that  the  ques- 
tion arises  if  it  be  not  advisable  to  consider  now  the  expediency  of  so 
reorganizing  the  artillery  arm  of  the  service  as  to  provide  a  distinct 
branch  of  specially  trained  artillerists,  divided  into  companies  not 
exceeding  100  men  each,  for  coast  defense  alone,  to  man  the  modern 
batteries  and  to  arrange  and  operate  every  element  of  defense,  includ- 
ing the  channel  mines. 

Much  of  the  value  of  the  gun  is  sacrificed  if  it  be  not  well  and  faith- 
fully served. 

In  the  proposed  organization  of  artillerists  there  should  be  artificers 
of  artillery,  enlisted  or  promoted  as  such,  with  the  pay  and  allowances 
of  artificers  of  engineers,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  run,  care  for,  and 
repair  the  machinery  and  accessories  of  defense,  under  the  guidance 
and  instruction  of  the  mechanical  experts,  until  such  time  as  an  ade- 
quate number  shall  have  been  sufficiently  trained  as  will  admit  of 
reducing  the  number  of  experts  to  the  smallest  limit  consistent  with 
the  proper  preservation  of  the  property. 

The  artillery  artificers  should  form  part  of  the  noncommissioned  staff 
of  the  post,  not  subject  to  change  of  station  with  the  garrison. 

It  is  a  comprehensive  subject  which  concerns  alike  every  military 
department  having  a  coast  line,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  thoughtful 
consideration  of  superior  authority. 

I  invite  your  especial  attention  to  the  accompanying  interesting 
report  on  the  subject  by  the  artillery  inspector  of  the  department. 

BARRACKS  AND   QUARTERS. 

When  called  upon  to  select  posts  for  regular  troops  returning  from 
the  front,  the  inadequacy  of  permanent  barracks  along  the  entire  coast 
line  for  the  garrisons  of  the  forts  as  now  constructed  for  modern  defense 
has  been  observed.  This  is  true  even  for  the  most  important  harbors, 
such  as  Portland,  Boston,  Newport,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
and  Port  Monroe.  This  deficiency  in  barracks  is  becoming  oppressive 
now  that  the  artillery  has  been  recruited,  approximately,  up  to  the  war 
strength. 

It  is  most  earnestly  recommended  that  ample  provisions  be  made  with- 
out further  delay  for  permanent  barracks  at  all  important  forts. 

I  desire  in  conclusion  to  mention  the  valued  and  faithful  assistance 
rendered  by  the  officers  of  the  department  staff  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  enlistment  and  equipment  of  the  troops,  their  transportation  to 
the  front,  their  subsistence,  their  return,  the  measures  for  their  care  and 
training  in  camp,  and  for  their  muster  out.  They  have  labored  with 
the  single  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  orders  of  superior  authority,  and 
furthering  alike  the  interests  of  the  able  bodied,  the  wounded,  and  the 
invalid  soldiers.  For  a  comprehension  of  the  manifold  and  important 
duties  performed  by  them  I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  their  sepa- 
rate reports  hereto  appended. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  L.  Gillespie, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Statement  of  patients  treated  in  military  and  civil  hospitals  in  and  about  Nevi  YorTc  City. 
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3 

146 

6 

54 

3 

44 

'i 

35 

St-  Catherine 

3 

1 

3 

71 
10 
4 

30 

53' 

26 
9 

10 

CO 
8 

21 

1 
1 
3 

20 

BelleTue 

117 

St.  Peter's 

7 

98 

Seney  (Methodist  Episnopal) 

4 

Presbyterian 

1 

1 

44 

3 

i' 

16 

2 

Long  Island  College 

27 

1 

74 

3 

Koosevelt 

5 
2 

1 

48 

St.  Luke's 

1 

42 

Total 

1,007 

221 

203 

16 

1,929 

341 

586 

24 

48 

KEPORT   OF   THE   COMMANDANT   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES 
ARTILLERY  SCHOOL,  FORT  MONROE,  VA. 

United  States  Artillery  School, 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  September  10, 1898. 

The  Adjutant-General  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  Major- 
General  Commanding  the  Army,  the  annual  report  of  the  United  States 
Artillery  School.  The  report  covers  the  portion  of  the  second  or  last 
year  of  the  prescribed  course  of  instruction,  embracing  the  subjects  of 
steam  and  mechanism,  electricity  and  mines,  and  chemistry  and  explo- 
sives. The  operations  of  the  school  having  been  temporarily  suspended 
and  the  class  graduated  on  March  28, 1898,  by  direction  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army,  instruction  in  the  subjects  of  military  science 
and  ballistic  machines  was  not  given.  The  nature  and  scope  of  these 
studies,  as  well  as  the  details  and  methods  of  instruction,  have  already 
been  described  in  previous  reports.  During  the  fall  and  winter  months 
the  afternoons  were  devoted  to  practical  artillery  exercises.  The  usual 
artillery  target  practice  during  the  months  of  July  and  August  was 
also  omitted. 

STEAM  AND   MECHANISM. 

The  value  of  the  course  in  steam  and  mechanism  is  yearly  made  more 
evident  by  the  increased  interest  taken  in  it  and  by  the  results  accom- 
plished.   Modern  guns  and  carriages  are  complicated  machines,  and 
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with  the  hydraulic,  pneumatic,  and  steam  plants  sometimes  used  to 
operate  them  systematic  instruction  in  the  principles  of  meehanism  is 
essential.  So  far  as  the  appropriation  available  for  this  purpose  will 
permit,  the  department  is  equipped  with  boiler  engines  and  types  of 
various  machines.  The  instruction  in  this  department  is  of  great  value 
to  an  artilleryman  and  is  made  as  practical  as  possible. 

ELECTRICITY  AND   MINES. 

The  purpose  of  the  course  in  electricity  and  mines  is  not  only  to  make 
officers  familiar  with  the  principles  and  laws  of  electricity,  but  to  enable 
them  to  acquire,  experimentally,  a  working  knowledge  of  such  subjects 
and  apparatus  as  they  may  be  required  to  use  in  the  operations  of  a 
modern  seacoast  fortress. 

The  importance  of  this  subject  is  constantly  increasing,  and  theinstruc- 
tion  of  each  succeeding  class  is  made  more  complete  by  the  addition 
each  year  of  such  apparatus  as  the  limited  appropriation  will  permit. 
In  addition  to  the  general  subject  of  electricity,  special  attention  was 
given  during  the  course  to  the  practical  management  of  artillery  elec- 
trical appliances,  the  equipment  and  operation  of  mines,  the  principles 
of  the  dynamo,  the  electric  motor,  etc. 

CHEMISTRY  AND   EXPLOSIVES. 

This  course  assumes  that  student  officers  are  already  familiar  with 
elementary  chemistry,  and  instruction  on  that  part  of  the  subject  is 
limited  to  such  lectures  and  analytical  work  as  are  necessary  to  famil- 
iarize them  with  laboratory  apparatus  and  methods,  preparatory  to  the 
main  object  of  the  course,  to  wit,  thorough  instruction  in  manufactur- 
ing, testing,  and  in  the  manipulation  of  explosives.  Explosives  of 
every  class  were  made,  tested,  or  analyzed  by  each  officer,  stress  being 
laid  on  those  adapted  to  military  purposes  and  the  service  tests.  Instruc- 
tion was  also  given  in  densimetry  and  in  the  application  of  explosives  to 
military  demolitions. 

The  laboratory  of  this  department  of  the  school  is  thoroughly  organ- 
ized and  very  fully  equipped  for  its  special  work. 

MILITARY   SCIENCE. 

In  this  department  no  instruction  was  given.  A  complete  set  of 
coast  charts  of  the  United  States  and  other  maps  have,  however,  been 
added  to  its  equipment. 

ENLISTED   men's  DIVISION. 

The  enlisted  men's  division  of  the  school  continues  to  be  the  efficient 
means  of  instructing  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  more  intelligent 
private  soldiers  of  the  post  in  the  technical  part  of  their  duties.  This 
instruction  not  only  enables  men  to  perform  such  duties  more  intelli- 
gently, but  increases  their  interest  in  them. 

Of  the  35  members  of  the  school  in  attendance  at  the  close  of  this 
session,  20  were  proficient  on  the  entire  two  years'  course  and  were  given 
diplomas;  12  were  proficient  on  the  first  year's  course,  and  3  will  be 
permitted  to  take  the  first  year's  course  over  again. 

LIBRARY. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  library  since  the  last  report,  by  pur- 
chase and  otherwise,  about  500  volumes.  The  library  now  numbers 
about  12,000  volumes,  and  is  contained  in  a  small  frame  building  which 
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affords  insufficient  room  for  its  accommodation,  and  very  inadequate 
protection  for  such  valuable  property.  The  need  of  a  new  fireproof 
or  slow-burning  building,  in  a  safe  locality,  is  now  imperative. 

BINDERY  AND   PRINTING  PRESS. 

The  bindery  and  printing  press  have  been  efficiently  and  econom- 
ically administered,  and,  as  heretofore,  contribute  materially  to  the 
wants  of  all  departments  of  the  school. 

ARTILLERY  PRACTICAL  EXERCISES. 

The  scheduled  exercises  were  modified  to  great  advantage  by  the 
work  of  mounting  sixteen  12-inch  B.  L.  mortars,  six  8-inch  B.  L.  rifles, 
and  four  4.7-inch  Q.  F.  guns  in  the  new  batteries. 

DISCIPLINE. 

Tbe  discipline  of  the  school  is  believed  to  be  excellent.  Outdoor 
sports  and  athletics  of  all  kinds  are  encouraged  and  participated  in  by 
the  men,  and  due  attention  is  given  to  their  systematic  physical  training. 

SANITARY   CONDITIONS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  this  post  is  now  considered  entirely  satis- 
factory. 

QUARTERS. 

A  new  hospital  building  and  a  new  building  for  the  accommodation 
of  eight  bachelor  ofBcers  have  been  completed  during  the  past  year,  but 
at  least  six  more  sets  will  be  necessary  to  provide,  for  all  officers,  quar- 
ters outside  of  casemates. 

GENERAL   REMARKS. 

Progress  and  development  characterize  all  departments  of  the  school, 
and  the  students  find  here  the  means  and  facilities  for  x^rofitable  study 
and  the  assistance  of  competent  instructors.  With  few  exceptions, 
these  advantages  are  appreciated  and  elicit  the  best  efforts  of  stu- 
dent officers.  In  the  few  exceptional  cases,  failure  rarely  results  from 
want  of  ability,  but  from  a  lack  of  professional  interest  and  other 
qualities  without  which  an  officer  is  not  likely  to  be  of  value  to  the 
service.  In  such  a  case  the  better  plan  would  be  to  relieve  the  officer 
from  the  school  and  send  him  back  to  his  regiment,  and  when  he  goes 
before  a  board  for  examination  for  promotion  let  his  record  go  with  him. 

By  direction  of  the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army,  a  scheme 
for  the  reorganization  of  the  school  was  proposed  by  the  school  stalf, 
and  this  has  been  submitted  by  the  commandant  to  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of  the  Army.  The  interruption  of  the  exercises  of  the  school  and 
the  assignment  to  the  artillery  arm  of  many  young  officers,  who  have 
not  bad  opportunities  for  the  necessary  preliminary  instruction,  render 
this  an  opportune  time  for  what  seems  to  be  a  necessary  thorough  reor- 
ganization of  the  school  along  the  general  lines  set  forth  in  this  scheme. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Tibrnon, 
Major,  First  Artillery,  Commandant. 
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REPOET  OF  THE  COMMANDANT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  INFANTRY 
AND  CAVALRY  SCHOOL, 

United  States  Infantry  and  Cavalry  School, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  June  30,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  the  permanent  commandant  of  this  school,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  of 
the  operations  of  the  school  year  ending  June  30, 1898 : 

The  class  of  1898-99  reported  September  1, 1897,  and  was  composed 
of  the  following-named  officers,  a  total  of  43 : 

First  Lieut.  W.  F.  Flynn,  Eighth  Cavalry;  First  Lieut.  John  Little, 
Fourteenth  Infantry ;  FirstLieut.  S.  E.  Smiley,  Fifteenth  Infantry ;  First 
Lieut.  W.P.Martin,  Fifth  Infantry;  First  Lieut.  H.G.  Trout,  Second  Cav- 
alry;  First  Lieut.  C.  C.  Ballou,  Twelfth  Infantry ;  First  Lieut.  J.  S.  Gris- 
ard,  Seventh  Infantry;  First  Lieut.  C.  P.  Euss,  Eleventh  Infantry; 
Second  Lieut.  A.  D.  Niskern,  Twentieth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  T.  M. 
Corcoran,  Tenth  Cavalry;  Second  Lieut.  A.  B.  Don  worth.  Fourteenth 
Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  W.  H.  H,  Chapman,  Twentieth  Infantry ;  Sec- 
ond Lieut.  L.  S.  Sorley,  Sixteenth  Infantry ;  Second  Lieut.  W.  M.  Wood, 
Twelfth  Infantry ;  Second  Lieut.  F.  A.  Barton,  Tenth  Cavalry;  Second 
Lieut.  G.  C.  Barnhardt,  Sixth  Cavalry;  Second  Lieut.  H.  G.  Cole, 
Twenty- third  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  S.  McP.  Eutherford,  Fourth 
Cavalry;  Second  Lieut.  J.  H.  Parker,  Thirteenth  Infantry;  Second 
Lieut. D.  M.  Michie,  Seventeenth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  F.  T.  Stetson, 
Fourth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  J.  T.  Moore,  Third  Infantry;  Second 
Lieut.  G.  H.  McMaster,  Twenty- fourth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  James 
Eonayne,  Nineteenth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  H.  L.  Kinnison,  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  G.  G.  Palmer,  Sixteenth  Infantry;  Second 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Ousack,  Fifth  Cavalry;  Second  Lieut.  L.  C.  Andrews, 
Third  Cavalry;  Second  Lieut.  A.  H.  Martin,  First  Infantry;  Second 
Lieut.  William  Yates,  First  Cavalry;  Second  Lieut.  E.  E.  Hartwick, 
Ninth  Cavalry;  Second  Lieut.  F.  L.  Knudsen,  Eighth  Infantry;  Sec- 
ond Lieut.  F.  H.  Lawton,  Twenty-first  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  J.  C. 
McArthur,  Second  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  G.  H.  Estes,  Twentieth 
Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  U.  G.  Worrilow,  Twentieth  Infantry;  Second 
Lieut.  H.  Clement,  Twenty-second  Infantry ;  Second  Lieut.  M.  Baldwin, 
Eighteenth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  W,  T.  Schenck,  Tenth  Infantry; 
Second  Lieut.  T.  W.  Darrah,  Ninth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut.  M.  F. 
Smith,  Twentieth  Infantry ;  Second  Lieut.  T.  P.  Dwyer,  Ninth  Infantry; 
Second  Lieut.  D.  W,  Eyther,  Sixth  Infantry. 

Of  these  ofQcers,  First  Lieut.  A.  D.  Niskern,  Second  Infantry,  was 
relieved  to  accept  the  position  of  captain  and  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence. War  with  Spain  required  the  concentration  of  the  Eegular  Army 
at  different  points  in  the  South,  and  in  consequence  the  Twentieth 
Infantry,  under  Col.  Hamilton  S.  Hawkins,  and  the  squadron  of  the 
Sixth  Cavalry,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Carroll,  left  this  post  April  19, 
1898. 

In  accordance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of  the  Army,  the  instructors  and  student  officers  were  relieved  from 
duty  here  and  ordered  to  join  their  regiments  at  their  camps,  with  the 
exception  of  Maj.  J.  A.  Augur,  Fourth  Cavalry,  assistant  commandant; 
Oapt.  W.  B.  Eeynolds,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  instructor  department  of 
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law ;  First  Lieut.  W.  P.  Flynu,  Eighth  Cavalry,  and  Second  Lieut.  J.  E. 
Cusack,  Fifth  Cavalry,  student  officers.  Lieutenant  Cusack  subse- 
quently was  relieved  June  18, 1898,  and  ordered  to  take  command  of 
Fort  Eiley,  Kans. 

No  complete  synopsis  of  the  work  done  for  the  year  can  be  given, 
except  the  report  of  Capt.  W.  B.  Eeynolds,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  as 
instructor  department  of  law,  and  also  his  report  as  secretary  of  the 
school,  both  of  which  are  appended  hereto  and  marked  "A"  and  "B," 
respectively. 

The  work  in  each  department  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
new  schedule  approved  and  adopted  by  the  authorities,  and  gave  satis- 
faction, so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn  from  the  heads  of  departments. 

This  school  year  Maj.  J.  A.  Augur,  Fourth  Cavalry,  was  assigned  to 
duty  as  assistant  commandant,  and  reported  for  duty  at  the  school 
August  11, 1897.  The  post  commander,  as  commandant  of  the  school, 
is  very  busy  with  his  post  duties,  while  the  assistant  commandant  can 
devote  his  whole  time  to  supervising  the  recitations  and  practical  work. 
This  new  office  I  consider  a  good  one  and  of  great  assistance  to  the 
commandant. 

I  do  not  know  when  it  is  proposed  to  reopen  the  school,  but  I  recom- 
mend that  as  soon  as  practicable  the  work  be  resumed — the  officers  that 
were  here  to  finish  their  incompleted  course  or  a  new  class  ordered  here. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  remarks  of  the  former  commandant 
as  to  the  necessity  for  the  increase  in  the  allotment  of  funds  for  the 
school.  Certainly  the  importance  of  this  school,  with  the  great  benefits 
conferred  upon  the  Army,  requires  that  sufficient  funds  be  allotted  to 
purchase  such  instruments  and  books  to  keep  it  abreast  of  the  require- 
ments demanded,  and  it  is  hoped  that  another  year  the  increase  asked 
for  may  be  granted.  Everyone  recognizes  the  advantages  received  here, 
and  to  increase  the  school's  efficiency  everything  in  reason  required 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  granted.  No  stronger  plea  could  be  advanced 
for  an  increase  than  that  made  by  Col.  Hamilton  S.  Hawkins,  Twentieth 
Infantry,  commandant,  in  his  last  year's  report. 

The  recommendation  made  in  former  years  for  the  station  here  of  a 
light  battery  is  renewed.  It  is  essential  to  properly  conduct  the  prac- 
tical field  exercises,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  arms  of  the  service, 
in  the  practical  work  conducted  during  the  course  of  instruction. 

I  have  great  pleasure  m  reporting  that  the  school  library  was  pre- 
sented with  948  volumes,  some  quite  rare,  atlases,  etc.,  by  Brig.  Gen. 
S.  B.  Holabird,  United  States  Army,  retired.  This  is  a  very  valuable 
gift,  and  has  been  assigned  an  alcove  in  the  library,  under  the  head  of 
the  "Holabird  collection."  The  gift  was  a  most  acceptable  one,  and 
the  staff  of  the  school  embodied  in  a  letter  to  General  Holabird  their 
great  appreciation  of  his  gift.  It  is  hoped  that  other  officers  may  be 
induced  to  follow  the  example,  and  make  this  the  most  complete  mili- 
tary library  in  the  Army.  This  is  certainly  the  fittest  place  for  such  a 
collection  of  military  works,  and  its  influence  would  be  far  reaching. 

An  application  was  made  for  the  cavalry  and  infantry  equipments  of 
all  foreign  armies,  and  in  response  to  that  request  we  have  so  far 
received  the  French  carbine,  the  English  military  saddle  (incomplete), 
and  the  Russian  cavalry  equipment,  complete  except  the  carbine.  In 
the  near  future  we  hope  to  have  the  collection  complete.  I  regard  the 
school  as  the  proper  repository  for  such  an  instructive  collection. 

Instructors  permanently  relieved:  Capt.  W.  D.  Beach,  Third  Cav- 
alry, head  of  the  engineering  department;  First  Lieut.  T.  H.  Slavens, 
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Fourth  Cavalry,  instructor  in  that  department;  Capt.  A.  G.  Hammond, 
Eighth  Cavalry,  was  also  relieved,  but  as  his  tour  was  not  finished,  it 
is  presumed  he  will  report  for  duty  again  at  the  proper  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Atjgue, 
Major,  Fourth  Cavalry,  Assistant  Commandant. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMANDANT  OF  THE  OAVAIRY  AND 
LIGHT  ARTILLERY  SCHOOL. 

Cavalkt  and  Light  Abtillekt  School, 

Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  September  1,  1898. 
The  Adjxitant-Genbeal  United  States  Aemt, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  paragraph  10,  School  Regula- 
tions, and  telegram  from  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army,  dated 
Washington,  September  1,  1898,  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  operations  and  needs  of  the  Cavalry  and  Light  Artillery  School 
from  September  1, 1897  (date  of  last  annual  report),  to  April  19, 1898 
(date  that  troops  stationed  here  left  by  rail  for  field  duty),  at  which 
time  all  practical  operations  of  the  school  were  suspended. 

During  the  month  of  March  the  three  light  batteries  at  the  artillery 
subschool  changed  station  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

On  April  19, 1898,  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  Adjutant-General's 
OfiQce  and  from  the  department  commander,  headquarters,  band,  and 
troops  F  and  K,  First  Cavalry,  and  troops  A,  C,  D,  F,  G,  and  H,  Second 
Cavalry,  left  by  rail  for  Chickamaaga  Park,  Ga.,  leaving  a  detachment 
of  17  men  at  the  post  for  the  care  aud  preservation  of  public  buildings 
and  property. 

August  4  the  strength  of  the  command  was  augmented  by  the 
arrival  of  detachments  of  troops  G  aud  I,  Eighth  Cavalry  (2  non- 
commissioned ofiacers  and  10  privates),  who  were  ordered  to  the  post  for 
temporary  duty. 

The  present  strength  of  the  garrison  is  2  commissioned  oflcers,  1 
acting  assistant  surgeon,  and  43  enlisted  men. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  directors  of  the  two  subschools,  and  my 
unfamiliarity  with  the  workings  thereof,  no  detailed  report  of  their 
operations  can  be  submitted.  The  work,  however,  as  far  as  1  can  learn, 
was  carried  on  systematically  and  progressively,  with  the  same  marked 
degree  of  success  as  in  years  past,  according  to  the  scheme  adopted  by 
the  school  staff,  which  is  hereto  appended  and  marked  "B." 

During  the  past  year  the  following  buildings  have  been  completed 
at  the  post  and  accepted  by  the  Government :  One  chapel,  2  double  sets 
officers  quarters,  artillery  subpost;  1  barrack,  artillery  subpost;  1  quar- 
termaster's corral,  including  stables,  workshops,  civilian  employees' 
quarters,  office  and  ambulance  sheds;  5  stable-guard  buildings,  cavalry 
post. 

Upon  the  departure  of  Capt.  M.  M.  Macomb,  Seventh  Artillery,  from 
this  post,  the  field  notes  on  the  topographical  map  of  this  reservation 
were  taken  by  him  to  Washington  to  be  completed  there.  This  map 
will  prove  of  inestimable  value  in  the  practical  work  at  this  school. 

The  appropriation  of  $2,000  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1898 
has  been  of  great  benefit.    It  has  been  expended  by  the  secretary  of 
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the  school  under  direction  of  the  commandant.  A  continuance  of  this 
amount  jearly  will  enable  the  school  to  secure  a  great  many  needed 
articles  not  furnished  by  the  supply  departments,  as  well  as  the  making 
of  additions  to  the  school  library,  which  is  intended  to  be  as  complete 
a  professional  library  exclusively  as  can  be  gotten  together. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  school  is  hereto  appended  and 
marked  "A."    The  recommendations  therein  made  are  concurred  in. 

The  recommendations  made  in  the  annual  report  of  the  school,  August 
31, 1897,  relative  to  elecitric  plant,  additional  barracks  and  quarters, 
cavalry  stables,  ice  machine,  and  collapsible  boats,  are  renewed,  for  the 
reasons  therein  set  forth. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  E.  Oxtsack, 

Second  Lieutenant,  Fifth  Cavalry. 


REPORT   OF   MAJ.    GEN.    JOHN   J.  COPPINGER,  U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS, 
COMMANDING   FOURTH   ARMY   CORPS. 

Headquakteks  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Gamp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  10, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  G. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  of  the  War  Department,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  my  annual  report,  to  include 
August  31 : 

Froin  September  1 ,  1897,  the  date  of  last  report,  I  continued  in  the 
Department  of  the  Platte,  with  station  at  Omaha,  Nebr. 

March  11,  1898,  the  new  Department  of  the  Missouri  was  created  by 
General  Orders,  N'o.  7,  current  series,  Adjutant-General's  OfiSce.  By 
same  orders  I  was  assigned  to  command  the  new  department,  head- 
quarters remaining  at  Omaha,  Nebr. 

Remained  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  until  April  16, 1898, 
when  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  War  Department  directed  me 
to  turn  over  the  department  during  my  "  temporary  absence  in  the 
field  "  to  Ool.  E.  V.  Sumner,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

By  telegram  dated  April  15, 1898,  Adjutant  General's  OfBce,  I  was 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  assume  command  of  troops 
directed  to  rendezvous  there.  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  instruc- 
tions from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  of  April  15,  troops  stationed 
at  the  various  posts  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  were  relieved, 
and  ordered  to  proceed  to  Ohickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  New  Orleans,  La., 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  Tampa,  Fla,,  as  directed  by  the  Major-General  Com- 
manding the  Army. 

Orders  were  also  issued  directing  Major  Pond,  chief  quartermaster, 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Mobile  and  select 
suitable  ground  as  camp  for  troops  ordered  to  rendezvous  there.  In 
obedience  to  foregoing  instructions,  accompanied  by  Maj.  George  An- 
drews, assistant  adjutant-general;  Maj.  E.  H.  Crowder,  judge-advocate; 
First  Lieuts.  Grote  Hutcheson  and  A.  W.  Perry,  Ninth  Cavalry,  aids- 
de-camp,  I  left  Omaha,  Nebr.,  April  17, 1898,  for  Mobile,  Ala.  Arrived 
in  Mobile  April  19,  and  selected  a  site  for  a  camp  near  Spring  Hill,  about 
3  miles  outside  the  city. 

The  troops  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  that  place  began  to  arrive,  the 
Twenty-second  Infantry,  Col.  Charles  A.  Wikoff  commanding,  being 
the  first  to  reach  camp,  April  20. 
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The  details  reporting  arrival  and  departure  of  the  various  regiments 
composing  the  command  are  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the 
adjutant  general,  hereto  appended. 

Paragraph  2,  General  Orders  No.  25,  current  series.  Adjutant- General's 
OfQce,  constituted  the  infantry  regiments  at  camp  near  Mobile,  Ala., 
an  independent  division — designated  the  First  Independent  Division — 
and  placed  under  my  command.  The  division  was  organized  into  two 
brigades  under  Colonels  De  Eussy,  Eleventh  Infantry,  and  Snyder, 
Nineteenth  Infantry, 

May  6, 1898,  in  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  the 
War  Department,  accompanied  by  Major  Andrews,  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  First  Lieut.  J.  K.  Thompson,  Twenty- third  Infantry,  acting 
inspector-general,  and  my  aids.  Lieutenants  Hutcheson,  Perry,  and 
Stanley,  I  left  Mobile  for  Washington,  D.  C,  directed  to  report  to  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.  Eeturned  from  Washington  May  12, 
and  resumed  command  of  the  division. 

May  21, 1898,  in  obedience  to  General  Orders  No.  46,  current  series, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  command 
was  created  the  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

On  May  22  the  First  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry  arrived  on  the 
ground;  soon  followed  by  other  regiments  from  Texas,  Louisiana,  and 
Alabama.  They  were  organized  into  brigades  promptly  after  their 
arrival. 

May  23, 1898,  the  Second  and  Fifth  Eegiments  of  Cavalry,  having 
reported  for  duty  in  camp,  were  organized  into  an  independent 
brigade. 

On  May  23  I  left  camp  in  obedience  to  telegraphic  instructions  from 
the  War  Department,  accompanied  by  First  Lieut.  J.  K.  Thompson, 
Twenty-third  Infantry,  acting  inspector-general,  and  Second  Lieut. 
D.  S.  Stanley,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  aid  de-camp,  proceeded  to 
Pensacola,  Fla.,  to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  advisability  of  placing 
a  division  of  the  corps  at  that  point.  I  found  a  capital  camp  ground  at 
Magnolia  Bluff — room  for  about  10,000  men.  Eeturned  to  Mobile  May 
25.    A  report  of  this  inspection  was  duly  mailed  your  office. 

The  camp  at  Mobile  was  thoroughly  satisfactory;  beautifally  situated 
in  fine  pine  woods  surrounding  a  good,  open  drill  ground ;  an  abundance 
of  excellent  water;  sick  list  down  as  low  as  1.27  per  cent. 

June  2,  in  obedience  to  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Major- 
General  Commanding  the  Army,  I  left  Mobile,  arriving  at  Tampa  June  3, 

June  7,  headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps  changed  from  camp  near 
Mobile  to  Tampa,  in  obedience  to  War  Department  instructions. 

June  8,  assumed  command  of  United  States  troops  at  Tampa  and  its 
vicinity,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Major-General  Command- 
ing the  Army.  At  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Tampa,  and  for  nearly 
two  weeks  after,  the  Fifth  Corps — Shafter's — was  embarking  on  trans- 
ports at  Port  Tampa.  I  proceeded  to  organize  the  remaining  troops  at 
Tampa  and  Port  Tampa  into  two  divisions  of  infantry  and  a  provisional 
brigade  of  cavalry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Coates,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  was  assigned  to  com- 
mand of  all  detachments  of  infantry  regiments  picked  up  here  and 
there,  left  behind  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  there  being  no  available  room  for 
them  on  board  transports  bound  for  Santiago. 

My  command  was  now  composed  of  three  divisions  of  infantry;  the 
first  in  camp  near  Mobile,  the  second  and  third  at  Tampa,  commanded, 
respectively,  by  Brigadier  Generals  Schwan,  Snyder,  and  Henry,  U.  S. 
Volunteers;  a  provisional  cavalry  brigade  under  command  of  Lieut. 
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Col.  H.  E.  I^Toyes,  Second  Cavalry;  a  battalion  of  siege  artillery  com- 
manded by  Maj.  S.  M.  Mills,  Sixth  Artillery;  a  signal  corps  battalion, 
Maj.  Samuel  Eeber,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coates's  detachment  of  squads  left  behind  from  the  Fifth  Corps — all 
the  foregoing  at  Tampa;  a  light-artillery  brigade  at  Port  Tampa,  9 
miles  distant,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Eandolph,  and  two 
troops  of  the  First  and  three  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry  at  Lakeland,  Fla., 
about  35  miles  distant,  commanded  by  Maj.  Allen  Smith,  First  Cavalry. 

A  corps  field  hospital  and  reserve  ambulance  company  had  been 
promptly  organized  by  Chief  Surg.  E.  M.  O'Eeilly,  whose  report  is 
hereto  appended. 

June  15  I  moved  headquarters  Fourth  Corps  from  Tampa  to  camp  at 
Tampa  Heights. 

In  obedience  to  telegraphic  orders  of  the  War  Department,  on  June 
20  the  First  Division  changed  station  from  camp  near  Mobile,  Ala.,  to 
Miami,  Fla. 

June  27  the  First  Division  was  transferred  to  the  Seventh  Army 
Corps. 

As  rapidly  as  transports  became  available,  troops  were  embarked  for 
Santiago,  Cuba,  under  instructions  received  from  time  to  time  from  the 
War  Department.  For  details  of  these  movements  see  report  of  the 
corps  adjutant- general. 

July  18,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Adjutant-General's  OflSce,  I 
sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chittenden,  chief  engineer,  and  Captain  Thomp- 
son, acting  inspector-general  of  the  corps,  to  Fernandina,  Fla.,  to  select 
camp  sites  for  regiments  there. 

July  20,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  War  Department,  what  was 
left  of  the  corps  commenced  moving  to  Fernandina,  the  Thirty-second 
Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  starting  on  that  date,  the  other  regiments 
following  as  rapidly  as  railway  transportation  permitted. 

August  2, 1898,  all  detachments  of  cavalry  regiments  belonging  to 
the  Fifth  Army  Corps  were  ordered  placed  en  route  for  Montauk  Point, 
New  York,  the  movement  commencing  with  the  troops  of  the  Sixth  Cav- 
alry, which  had  already  arrived  at  Fernandina  under  previous  orders. 

August  10,  in  accordance  with  telegrams  from  the  War  Department,  ■ 
I  proceeded  to  Port  Tampa,  embarking  corps  headquarters  on  board 
the  transport  Santiago  en  route  to  Porto  Rico.     A  few  hours  after, 
under  new  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  I  dis- 
embarked corps  headquarters,  the  transport  being  still  in  port. 

I  placed  headquarters  on  railroad  cars  en  route  to  Fernandina  under 
previous  instructions  from  the  War  Department.  A  little  later,  before 
leaving  Port  Tampa,  I  received  new  orders  to  proceed  to  Huntsville, 
Ala.  Got  headquarters'  property  out  of  the  hold  of  the  transport  and 
took  rail  on  the  11th  for  Huntsville,  with  view  to  the  selection  of  a  sum- 
mer camp  for  the  Fourth  Corps.  I  reached  Huntsville  with  corps  head- 
quarters August  13.  Established  myself  in  town  and  inspected  various 
sites  in  the  vicinity  available  for  camp  purposes. 

August  15,  moved  headquarters  to  their  present  situation,  about 
IJ  miles  from  Huntsville.  As  speedily  as  transportation  could  be 
secured  by  rail,  the  remaining  troops  of  the  corps  have  been  moving 
from  Tampa,  Fernandina,  and  Lakeland,  Fla.,  into  their  new  camps, 
where  we  find  invigorating  and  salubrious  air  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Huntsville  hills. 

During  the  month  of  July  the  Florida  rainy  season  had  set  squarely 
in,  promptly  followed  by  malarial  and  typhoid  fevers  and  diarrhea. 
The  ground  soaked  with  water,  palmetto  flats  converted  into  swamps 
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and  ponds,  most  of  the  camps  had  to  be  wholly  abandoned,  the  regi- 
meuts  moved  to  drier  ground. 

July  15  I  recommended  removing  the  troops  from  Tampa.  By  the 
last  week  in  July  the  sick  list  was  alarming.  (See  report  of  chief 
surgeon.) 

The  careful  selection  of  recruits  for  our  Eegular  Army  and  their 
subsequent  judicious  athletic  and  physical  training  in  their  companies 
had  borne  good  fruit — the  finest  companies  I  have  ever  seen  in  our 
service.  The  men  I  turned  over  to  General  Shafter  by  order  of  the 
War  Department — the  Third,  Tenth,  Twentieth,  and  Twenty-second 
Infantry  and  Major  Eafferty's  squadron  of  the  Second  Cavalry — repre- 
sented a  body  of  well-developed  athletes,  well-drilled,  superb  soldiers. 
I  parted  from  them  with  much  regret,  but  without  a  word  of  murmur, 
for  I  knew  that  General  Shafter  had  a  hard  task  before  him,  and  needed 
all  the  cordial  support  we  could  give  him.  It  took  all  my  fine  regular 
infantry  regiments  except  the  Eleventh  and  Nineteenth,  and  they  went 
subsequently. 

The  volunteer  troops  were  much  in  need  of  drill,  training,  and 
instruction,  yet  the  marked  interest  and  laudable  energy  displayed  by 
many  of  the  regiments  to  learn  and  practice  their  drill  was  worthy  of 
much  praise,  until  excessive  heat  and  then  sickness  interfered  with 
such  severe  exercise. 

A  source  of  much  injury  to  the  volunteers  was  their  lack  of  knowl- 
edge of  how  to  manage  their  rations  and  how  to  cook  them.  It  seemed 
to  me  a  fruitful  source  of  hunger,  diarrhea,  and  stomach  trouble.  (See 
report  of  corps  inspector-general  and  report  of  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence.) 

I  would  strongly  recommend  arrangements  be  made  to  supply  volun- 
teer companies  with  good  cooks  at  the  outset.  It  would  save  health 
and,  in  many  instances,  the  lives  of  the  men,  and  certainly  would  be  an 
economy  to  the  Government.  The  wasted  rations  would  far  more  than 
compensate  the  cooks'  wages.  In  camp  the  regulars  usually  lived  well. 
It  was  a  pleasure  to  inspect  their  messes  and  cook  shelters. 

The  supply  of  stores,  food,  and  clothing  has,  in  my  judgment,  been 
greatly  hampered  by  the  assignment  of  supply  staff  officers  utterly 
ignorant  of  their  duty  and  incapable  of  fulfilling  it. 

The  effort  to  get  the  men  and  their  equipments  together  at  Tampa 
was  not  a  success.  The  long  railroad  haul  from  the  bases  of  supply, 
the  congested  railroad  terminus  near  Tampa,  the  deep  sands  of  the 
neighboring  roads,  increased  the  difficulty.  I  found  after  my  arrival 
there  men  and  stores  scattered  here  and  there  along  some  40  miles  of 
track. 

I  greatly  regret  that  my  regiments  were  not  clothed,  armed,  equipped, 
and  fitted  for  the  field  in  smaller  camps  of  instruction,  in  cooler  cli- 
mate, near  their  own  States,  and  near  their  depots  of  supply.  I  strongly 
recommend  this  method  in  future. 

The  mule  teams  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster-General  were 
remarkably  fine.  Their  abuse  by  brutal  teamsters  was  deplorable. 
(See  report  of  corps  inspector- general.)  This  was  an  evil  hard  to  cor- 
rect with  untrained  train  masters,  under  inexperienced  officers,  fresh 
from  their  homes.  The  number  of  injured  or  dead  animals  in  the  sands 
of  Tampa  was  large.  It  would  have  saved  much  in  money  and  in 
mules  could  the  trains  have  been  properly  organized,  with  proper 
drivers,  in  due  time  in  better  sections  of  the  country. 

I  respectfully  invite  earnest  attention  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
adjutant-general  of  the  corps  concerning  regimental  sergeants-major 
14  m  G 
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and  regimental  quartermaster-sergeants — the  worst-paid  noncommis- 
sioned officers  in  our  service.  I  cordially  concur  in  the  corps  adjutant- 
general's  statements,  and  strongly  recommend  an  increase  of  pay  com- 
mensurate with  their  rank,  intelligence,  and  faithful  service.  Their 
present  rate  of  pay,  less  than  their  inferiors  receive,  is  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  discipline  and  detrimental  to  their  regiments. 

Concerning  civilian  clerks  in  the  Adjutant-General's  Department,  it  is 
unfortunate  that  a  marked  discrimination  should  l)e  made  against  intel- 
ligent gentlemen  performing  arduous  clerical  duties  which  correspond 
with  those  of  clerks  of  the  general  staff  in  other  services.  They  work 
early  and  late.  Their  work  is"  most  important,  especially  so  in  time  of 
war.  They  should  assuredly  receive  the  same  pay  as  their  brethren 
who  attend  to  the  sale  of  stores  in  the  commissary  and  quartermaster's 
departments. 

Eeferring  to  my  report  of  last  year,  I  would  like  to  repeat  what  I 
then  said  concerning  athletic  and  gymnastic  drills.  The  result  has  been 
evidenced  by  the  magnificent  men  we  sent  down  to  Cuba  and  has  vin- 
dicated all  I  claimed  for  it.  I  recommend  again  that  no  pains  be  spared 
to  continue  the  athletic  and  gymnastic  training  already  so  happily 
inaugurated. 

We  need  a  general  staff  organized  on  a  modern  basis.  All  other 
powers  have  found  this  out,  notably  Japan.  We  need  a  modern  organi- 
zation for  our  infantry.    China  is  not  a  good  model  to  follow. 

No thwith standing  their  admirable  spirit  and  enthusiasm,  my  volun- 
teer regiments  suffered  unnecessary  hardships,  impairingtheir  efficiency, 
from  lack  of  instruction  and  lack  of  experienced  officers. 

The  expenditure  in  men  and  in  money  was  very  heavy  in  proportion  to 
the  result  in  effective  muskets. 

The  expanded  United  States,  with  its  distant  islands,  needs,  and  will 
continue  to  need,  trained  and  disciplined  troops  with  modern  arms, 
equipped  and  ready  for  action.  Antique  rifles  with  inferior  range  and 
old  black  powder  will  not  do.    Modern  arms  demand  improved  training. 

I  retire  for  age  in  a  little  while.  I  have  nothing  to  ask  for  myself, 
but  I  do  ask  for  sake  of  the  country,  the  Army  I  love— I  ask  for  the 
"Hull  reorganization  bill,"  or  its  proper  equivalent.  I  ask  a  reorgani- 
zation after  I  am  gone  that  will  afford  (at  a  minimum  of  expense)  scope 
for  war,  scope  for  the  expansion  by  some  thousands  of  the  superb  sol- 
diers who,  despite  appalling  obstacles,  hunger,  and  sickness,  carried 
our  national  flag  into  Santiago. 

I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  officers,  heads  of  staff  depart- 
ments at  these  headquarters,  and  of  my  personal  staff,  who  have  dis- 
charged their  duties  with  a  zeal  and  ability  for  which  I  now  earnestly 
thank  them. 

To  the  officers  commanding  divisions  and  brigades  I  wish  to  express 
my  earnest  thanks  for  their  cordial  support  and  assistance. 

I  wish  also  to  thank  the  chief  surgeon  and  the  officers  of  his  corps 
for  the  valuable  and  indefatigable  labors  which  have  been  devoted  to 
the  care  of  the  sick  and  the  performance  of  duties,  in  many  cases  of  a 
very  trying  and  arduous  nature. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.   J.   COPPINGEE, 

Major- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Headquaeters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  ENaiNEER, 
Camp  Wlieeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  Septembers,  1898. 

The  Al>JUTAJ<fT-GENERAL, 

Fourth  Army  Corps. 

SlE:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  engineer  operations  of 
the  Fourth  Army  Corps  so  far  as  they  have  fallen  under  my  personal  direction. 
I  reported  for  duty  with  the  corps  June  6.  The  headquarters  of  the  corps  left 
Mobile  for  Tampa  June  8,  and  arrived  at  the  latter  place  June  9 ,  where  it  remained 
until  August  11,  when  it  was  transferred  to  Huntsville,  Ala. 

At  Tampa  there  were  no  engineer  operations  of  special  importance  directly  con- 
nected with  the  corps.  Some  attempts  were  made  to  have  instruction  given  in 
hasty  intrenchments,  reconnoissance  work,  etc.,  but  the  constant  changes  going 
on  among  the  troops  made  anything  like  organized  effort  in  this  direction  impos- 
sible. Moreover,  I  was  most  of  the  time  detailed  upon  detached  duty  connected 
with  the  purchase  and  collection  of  engineer  material  for  the  Cuban  and  Porto 
Rican  espeditions,  and  this  work  absorbed  the  principal  i)art  of  my  time.  Beyond 
the  makmg  of  a  map  of  Tampa  and  vicinity,  some  examinations  of  the  surround- 
ing country  for  camping  purposes,  and  the  construction  of  an  intrenchment  with 
a  barbed  wire  and  abatis  entanglement  in  front  of  it,  there  were  no  engineer  oper- 
ations at  Tampa  directly  connected  with  the  work  of  the  Fourth  Corps. 

On  July  17  I  left  Tampa  in  company  with  Capt.  J.  K.  Thompson,  inspector- 
general,  and  went  to  Fernandina  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  a  camping  ground 
for  the  corps  there.  I  spent  four  days  there  laying  out  regimental  camps  for  two 
brigades  and  arranging  for  the  water-supply  for  the  troops.  In  anticipation  of  a 
probable  expedition  to  Porto  Rico,  I  had  procured  as  full  an  equipment  of  engineer 
instruments  and  material  as  my  funds  would  permit,  and  had  hired  competent 
civil  assistants  with  a  view  of  doing  effective  work  in  whatever  direction  the 
exigencies  of  the  expedition  might  demand.  This  preparation,  however,  was 
rendered  nugatory  by  the  arrival  of  peace  before  the  expedition  sailed. 

The  headquarters  of  the  corps  arrived  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  on  the  morning  of 
August  13,  and  the  work  of  selecting  and  laying  out  camps  in  that  vicinity,  and 
supplying  water  therefor,  was  immediately  taken  up.  With  Captain  Thompson, 
inspector-general,  I  had  charge  of  the  work  of  selecting  the  regimental  camps, 
and  have  personally  had  charge  of  the  work  of  laying  out  the  grounds  and  pro- 
viding a  water  supply  therefor.  This  last  work  has  been  pushed  with  much 
energy,  and  although  no  steps  had  been  taken  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  corps, 
and  with  no  pipe  on  hand,  there  has  been  laid  up  to  date  about  50,000  feet  of  pipe 
of  all  sizes,  with  the  necessary  fittings,  hydrants,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  camping  grounds  within  reach  of  the  Huntsville  water  supply, 
others  have  been  examined  along  Flint  River  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Harris  Spring. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  Chittenden, 
hieutenant-Colonel  of  Volunteers,  Chief  Engineer,  Fourth  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  4, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

Snt:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  your  ofB.ce,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report: 

I  was  appointed  inspector  First  Independent  Division,  Mobile,  on  April  35,  and 
acting  inspector-general  of  the  Fourth  Army  Cor^s  May  35.  Since  the  former 
date  I  have  been  performing  the  usual  duties  of  an  inspector. 

On  July  17  I  left  Tampa  with  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Chittenden,  chief  engineer,  for 
Pemandma,  where  I  spent  till  August  3  laying  out  and  putting  regiments  into 
camp.  On  August  33  and  24 1  inspected  Anniston,  Ala.,  with  a  view  to  camping 
troops  at  that  place. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  the  value  of  the  property  condemned,  because  price  lists 
could  not  be  had  in  camp,  and  as  a  rule  inspection  reports  were  submitted  just 
before  the  movement  of  troops. 

On  May  21  the  first  volunteers  arrived  in  camp  at  Mobile.  Up  to  this  date  I 
was  present  at  all  drills  of  regular  troops  and  inspected  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  camp  daily.    Both  drill  and  police  of  camp  were  excellent. 
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After  May  31,  when  tlie  volunteers  arrived,  I  spent  my  time  superintending 
drills,  camping,  cooking,  etc.,  constantly  giving  instruction  in  methods  of  drifl 
and  manner  of  preparing  food.  This  has  been  my  daily  routine  since  ^hat  date 
to  the  present  time.  It  is  possible  in  a  short  time  to  teach  the  volunteer  to  keep 
a  clean  sanitary  camp,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  teach  him  the  internal  economy  of  the 
company.  The  commissioned  officers,  through  ignorance  or  carelessness,  pay 
little  or  no  attention  to  this  all-important  subject.  If  each  regiment  had  at  least 
one  educated  soldier  in  it  who  would  give  Ms  energy  and  time  to  the  internal 
economy  of  the  companies,  I  feel  sure  that  much  of  the  sickness  and  bowel  trouble 
could  have  been  avoided.  I  have  rarely  seen  volunteer  company  officers  who 
knew  anything  about  handling  the  ration  or  cooking  it.  In  many  instances  they 
have  never  taken  the  trouble  to  provide  themselves  with  the  army  cookbook. 

It  is  sad  to  see  the  waste  of  rations  while  the  men  go  hungry.  These  officers  are 
ever  prone  to  complain  of  the  quality  of  the  ration  furnished,  but  with  the  excep- 
tion of  rotten  potatoes  issued  for  some  time  at  Tampa  the  supplies  have  been 
excellent,  and  if  they  had  been  properly  handled  and  cooked  no  reasonable  com- 
plaint could  have  been  made.  I  would  also  call  attention  to  the  useless  abuse  of 
mules.  This  in  part  was  due  to  the  ignorance  of  the  volunteer  quartermaster, 
but  more  particularly  to  the  manner  in  which  trains  and  drivers  are  collected. 
The  mules  were  superb  specimens,  but  a  big  percentage  of  the  drivers  had,  appar- 
ently, never  driven  anything  more  than  a  3-horse  farm  wagon.  Their  one  idea 
seemed  to  be  to  load  an  army  wagon  as  heavily  as  possible,  put  a  number  of  sol- 
diers on  top,  take  the  "black  snake,"  and  drive  the  mules  to  death.  Some  law 
should  be  passed  by  Congress  governing  the  collection  and  care  of  the  army 
teamsters  and  transportation  intrusted  to  regiments  during  war. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Thompson, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Inspector-General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Quartermaster,         . 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  4.,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  order  of  September  1,  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  that  the  records  of  this  office  do  not  furnish  data  for  making  a  report  of 
the  department  under  my  charge  during  the  past  year. 

•  I  reported  for  duty  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps  August  7,  1898.  Prom 
my  observation  at  that  time,  and  a  few  days'  experience  at  Tampa,  Fla. ,  where 
the  corps  was,  and  had  been  for  some  time  stationed,  I  am  convinced  that  the 
method  of  supply  at  Tampa  was  one  of  disorganization  and  inefficiency.  In  the 
procuring  and  distribution  of  supplies  the  division  and  brigade  organization  seems 
to  have  been  totally  ignored,  and  officers  of  the  department  on  duty  with  regiments 
and  separate  detachments  were  accustomed  to  obtain  supplies  direct  from  the 
depot.  The  result  of  this  seemed  to  me  a  complete  destruction  of  anything  like  a 
smooth-working  system. 

The  movement  of  the  corps — Tampa,  Fla.,  to  Huntsville,  Ala. — began  August 
11  and  is  not  yet  completed.  Meanwhile,  the  process  of  disintegration,  under 
General  Orders,  No.  124,  current  series.  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  is  going  on.  Notwithstanding  this,  strenuous  efforts  are  making  for  a 
complete  organization  of  the  department,  to  the  end  that  divisions  and  brigades 
may  become  autonomous  in  matters  of  supply  as  well  as  in  other  respects.  It  is 
recommended  that  these  efforts  be  in  no  way  relaxed,  so  that  finally  the  depart- 
ment in  all  its  subdivisions  may  become  completely  organized  and  its  operation 
efficient. 

Much  difficulty  and  considerable  delay  has  been  unavoidable  in  the  procuring 
of  lumber  for  flooring  of  tents,  and  for  the  introduction  of  a  supply  of  water  into 
the  regimental  camps  by  pipe  connections  with  the  town  water  system.  The 
cause  of  this  delay  was  the  insufficiency  of  supplies  in  the  local  market  and  the 
consequent  necessity  of  having  the  greater  part  of  everything  needed  shipped  in 
from  other  larger  places  having  large  stocks  in  hand.  This  difficulty  is  about 
solved,  and  I  hope  and  believe  there  will  be  no  further  cause  for  complaint  in  this 
matter. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  provide  a  depot  for  the  receipt  and  distribution  of 
supplies  in  the  town  of  Huntsville.  Oapt.  C.  M.  Augur,  assistant  quai-termaster, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  was  accordingly  detailed  for  this  duty,  and  for  the  best  under- 
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standing  of  all  concerned  was  announced  as  "  depot  quartermaster  of  tlie  Fourth 
Army  Corps."    His  duties  are  laborious,  and,  under  the  circumstances  and  sur- 
roundings, exceedingly  vexatious.    He  performs  them  with  zeal  and  ability. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Q.  Penney, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

Office  op  Chief  Commissary, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  3, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Fourth  Army  Corps,  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  directions  from  your  office  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  subsistence  department  that  have 
come  under  my  supervision  since  joining: 

1  reported  to  the  commanding  general  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  July  7,  and  was 
announced  as  chief  commissary  in  paragraph  1,  General  Order  No.  37,  current 
series,  Fourth  Army  Corps.  At  that  time  there  were  one  major  and  three  captains, 
commissaries  of  subsistence  of  volunteers,  recent  appointments,  assigned  to  duty 
with  troops.  Since  then  others  have  reported,  and  each  division,  as  well  as  all 
brigades,  have  had  commissaries  assigned.  With  one  exception,  all  of  these  offi- 
cers were  without  previous  experience  in  the  subsistence  department. 

Rations  for  the  various  regiments  and  detachments  were  drawn  every  five  days, 
owing  to  expected  departure  on  transports,  which  resulted  in  much  confusion 
and  unnecessary  work.  Brigade  commissaries,  being  poorly  equipped,  were 
doing  little  or  nothing.  Efforts  were  made  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  way  of 
commissary  chests,  desks,  stationery,  etc. ,  and  with  a  view  to  systematizing  issues 
General  Order  No.  30,  current  series.  Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Coi-ps,  was 
promulgated  July  16,  and  has  been  followed  ever  since  with  satisfactory  progress 
and  improvement. 

At  Tampa  there  was  great  scarcity  of  proper  shelter  for  subsistence  stores  in 
the  hands  of  troops,  so  that  much  loss  resulted,  especially  after  the  rainy 
season  commenced,  as  many  of  the  organizations  were  required  to  keep  in  their 
possession  fifteen  days'  travel  and  forty-five  days'  field  rations  complete. 

The  character  of  supplies  furnished  by  the  depot  commissaries  has  been  good  in 
general.  A  poor  quality  of  bacon  accumulated  at  Tampa  and  some  complaints 
were  made,  but  in  every  instance  if  spoiled,  when  properly  accounted  for,  it  was 
replaced  by  the  issuing  officer.  As  a  rule,  the  baking  of  bread  by  the  troops 
themselves  has  not  been  satisfactory  among  the  volunteers.  The  use  of  field 
ovens  has  been  limited,  and  only  successful  among  the  reg^ars.  It  is  presumed 
that  so  little  attention  was  paid  to  breadmaking  because  of  the  uncertainty  of 
remaining  in  camp.  Although  the  Blodgett  ovens  were  supplied  each  regiment, 
it  was  the  exception  to  see  them  in  operation.  The  regiments  are  now  furnished 
with  kneading  troughs,  and  if  they  do  not  have  good  fresh  bread  it  will  be  their 
own  fault. 

The  manual  for  army  cooks  has  been  little  followed  or  consulted.  Many  copies 
have  been  distributed,  but  instruction  in  individual  cooking,  use,  and  care  of  the 
ration  has  been  shamefully  neglected  among  the  new  troops,  probably  resulting 
in  much  hardship.  This  should  have  been  taught  as  a  military  duty,  as  ability  to 
care  for  oneself  ought  to  be  the  foundation  of  a  soldier's  training. 

All  troops  in  camp  have  been  furnished  with  fresh  beef  of  good  quality;  very 
few  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  packing-house  beef,  which  has  been  the 
kind  mostly  supplied. 

Since  arrival  here  requisitions  have  been  filled  by  the  depot  commissary  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  but  under  recent  orders  of  the  War  Department  there  wUl  be  a  per- 
manent depot  established  in  Huntsville.  A  temporary  depot  has  been  started  for 
the  corps  in  town  and  is  now  in  good  working  order,  with  a  salesroom  in  which 
there  is  a  liberal  assortment  of  stores  for  sale  to  officers  and  enlisted  men. 

The  disbursements  of  this  office  have  been  small,  mainly  payments  of  commuta- 
tion, money  furnished  for  liquid  coffee,  and  a  few  purchases  in  open  market  of 
fresh  beef  and  vegetables.  Funds  for  all  purposes  have  been  supplied  promptly 
by  the  Department,  and  there  has  been  no  instance  yet  of  not  being  able  to  meet 
all  demands. 

EespectfuUy,  Charles  H.  Grierson, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Supplies, 

U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Commissary. 
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Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Surgeon, 
Gamp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  B,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Fourth  Army  Corps,  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Fourth  Army 
Corps: 

Antecedent  to  the  creation  of  the  corps  there  was  in  camp  near  Mobile,  Ala., 
the  First  Independent  Division  of  United  States  troops.  This  was  the  nucleus 
of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  the  organization  of  which  began  on  May  21,  and  on 
the  same  day  I  was  assigned  as  cMef  surgeon  on  the  staff  of  the  major-general 
commanding. 

There  were  present  at  that  date  seven  regiments  of  infantry  and  two  regiments 
of  cavalry.  As  chief  surgeon  of  the  First  Independent  Division,  I  had  already 
organized  its  division  hospital  and  ambulance  company.  This  hospital  became 
later  the  field  hospital  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  which 
division  was  afterwards  transferred  to  the  Seventh  Army  Corps;  and  the  ambu- 
lance company  became  the  reserve  ambulance  company  of  the  corps. 

The  command  was  camped  about  5  miles  from  Mobile  in  an  open  piney  woods, 
with  an  abundance  of  room  for  evolutions  and  a  bounteous  supply  of  pure 
water.  The  only  objection  to  the  ground  was  that  in  rainy  weather  it  might 
become  wet.  To  obviate  this,  careful  trenching  of  tents  was  directed  and  exten- 
sive drainage  ditching  was  planned.  In  case  these  precautions  should  be  insufil- 
cient,  a  new  camp  site,  distant  about  2  miles,  was  selected,  at  an  elevation  of 
more  than  150  feet  above  the  original  ground.  The  work  of  organizing,  drill- 
ing, and  equipping  troops  was  carried  on.  A  brigade  of  regular  infantry  (the  Third 
and  Twentieth)  and  a  portion  of  the  Second  Cavalry  were  embarked  at  Mobile, 
and  I  may  observe  that  the  ambulances  taken  with  these  regiments  were  landed 
and  used  m  the  Santiago  campaign.  The  health  of  the  command  was  good,  the 
percentage  varying  from  1  to  3.  Measles  made  its  appearance  early,  but  never 
spread  to  any  serious  extent.  The  whole  command  was  vaccinated  while  in  camp 
at  this  point.  I  desire  in  this  place  to  call  special  attention  to  the  quality  of  the 
water,  which  was  taken  from  the  city  supply  and  piped  to  the  camps  of  the  vari- 
ous troops.  Later  on  I  suggested  that  transports  be  sent  to  Mobile  to  take  on  this 
water,  which  was  plentiful,  pure,  and  cheap. 

During  our  stay  at  this  camp  I  was  in  constant  communication  with  the  health 
officers  of  the  city  and  State,  as  well  as  with  Surgeon  Murray,  of  the  Marine- 
Hospital  Service,  to  whom  I  am  especially  indebted  for  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  yellow  fever  epidemics  and  for  assistance  in  engaging  the  services  of 
immune  physicians.  Arrangements  were  made  to  secure  immediate  notice  of  an 
.  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  at  any  point,  and  plans  were  made  to  remove  the  troops 
expeditiously  in  case  of  necessity. 

On  June  9  headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps  was  removed  to  Tampa,  Fla. 
After  my  arrival  there  I  frequently  consulted  with  the  chief  surgeon,  army  in 
the  field,  on  sanitary  matters.  During  these  conferences  he  informed  me  that  a 
military  necessity  existed  which  required  that  troops  should  be  kept  in  southern 
Florida.  I  was  also  informed  that  the  command  was  to  be  made  ready  for  active 
service  in  a  week.  As  the  troops  intended  for  the  Second  and  Third  divisions  of 
the  Foiu'th  Corps  had  just  been  assigned,  but  were  not  yet  organized,  this  time 
was  subsequently  extended,  and  I  proceeded  with  the  organization  of  the  field 
hospitals  and  ambulance  companies  of  these  two  divisions. 

Pending  their  organization ,  a  field  hospital  of  200  beds  was  established  on  Tampa 
Heights  and  very  completely  outfitted.  I  can  not,  without  writing  at  undue 
length,  describe  all  the  changes  in  supplying  and  putting  on  foot  the  service  of 
the  medical  department.  There  were  many  additions  and  departures  necessitated 
by  the  existing  conditions.  A  brigade  consisting  of  two  regular  regiments  was 
sent  to  Porto  Rico,  taking  withit  a  origade  section  of  the  Second  Division  hospital, 
its  proportion  of  ambulances  and  wagons,  and  sufficient  personnel.  Another 
brigade  was  formed  out  of  the  Second  and  Third  divisions,  and  a  brigade  hospital 
was  formed  from  the  hospitals  belonging  to  them.  Medical  officers  and  supplies 
were  furnished  to  accompany  various  detachments  embarking  on  transports. 
Immune  physicians  and  niirses  were  either  engaged  or  reported  to  me,  and  were 
sent  to  Cuba.  A  number  of  convalescents  and  wounded  were  received  from  San- 
tiago and  were  shipped  north,  or  were  given  hospital  accommodation  in  Tampa. 
The  details  of  the  shipment  by  the  Seguranca  of  convalescents  and  others  from 
quarantine  were  confided  to  this  office.    I  was  also  ordered,  in  conjunction  with 
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the  depot  quartermaster,  to  examine  and  report  npon  transports,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  a  board  to  examine  candidates  for  appointment  as  second  lieutenant  m  the 
Army. 

In  the  midst  of  these  duties,  with  the  command  under  orders  to  embark  as  soon 
as  transports  arrived,  the  rainy  season  began,  and  immediately  the  sanitary  situa- 
tion became  of  importance  only  second  to  the  necessity  for  immediate  embarkation. 
On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  July  orders  were  received  stopping  further  shipment 
of  troops  by  transports.  I  wrote  you  a  letter  on  the  following  morning  describing 
existing  conditions  and  urging  that  no  more  troops  be  sent  to  Tampa,  and  that 
those  then  there  be  removed.  In  accordance  with  this  recommendation  the  First 
Ohio  Cavalry,  then  en  route  to  Tampa,  was  stopped  at  Lakeland,  Fla.  In  justifi- 
cation of  the  recommendation  for  the  removal  of  troops,  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
Fifth  Cavalry  had  56  sick  on  the  14th  of  July.  At  this  date  it  has  854.  I  was 
informed  by  you  that  the  troops  would  be  removed  to  a  healthy  summer  camp, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  corps  was  ordered  to  Femandina.  I  am  unable  to 
describe  the  details  of  this  movement.  Before  it  was  completed  malarial  fever, 
typhoid  fever,  and  a  local  fever  of  peculiar  type,  and  diarrhea  had  assumed 
alarming  proportions.  I  had  established  a  new  hospital  in  West  Tampa,  and  had 
packed  up  the  material  of  the  corps  reserve  field  hospital  for  duty  in  Porto  Rico, 
whither  at  that  time  headquarters  of  the  corps  was  under  orders  to  proceed,  but 
found  it  necessary  to  reopen  this  latter.  Eventually  the  new  hospital  was  suffi- 
cient to  receive  the  sick,  and  the  reserve  hospital  was  sent  to  Huntsville,  whither 
corps  headquarters  had  been  ordered.  The  West  Tampa  hospital  now  contains 
only  about  20  patients,  and  will  soon  dispose  of  them,  when  the  remainder  of  the 
personnel  and  material  will  be  brought  to  this  place.  The  troops  are  rapidly  being 
removed  from  Fernandina,  and  the  sick  of  the  command  are  amply  provided  for 
in  the  field  hospital. 

No  one  is  more  conscious  than  I  of  the  vagueness  of  this  report.  By  hard,  inces- 
sant, and  prolonged  work  it  might  be  possible  to  make  more  than  a  sketch  of 
events,  but  circumstances  were  such  that  the  formation  of  a  definite  scheme  of 
organization,  the  fulfillment  of  that  scheme,  and  observation  of  its  results  were 
constantly  nullified.  However,  I  believe  the  sick  of  this  command  were  from  the 
first  taken  care  of  and  provided  with  all  that  was  necessary.  If  this  office  was  at 
any  time  justly  open  to  criticism  for  not  accomplishing  this,  it  was  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  occupation  of  Femandina,  when,  owing  to  the  sudden  designation  of 
the  place  as  a  camping  ground,  it  became  necessary  to  request  that  supplies,  etc. , 
be  shipped  to  that  point  from  the  North.  This  request  was  made  by  telegraph, 
and  on  the  same  day  everything  was  shipped  by  express,  but  some  delay  occurred 
en  route.  A  great  and  sudden  increase  of  sickness  taxed  the  local  resources  of 
the  department  temporarily,  but  this  condition  was  soon  remedied. 

At  this  date  there  are  four  field  hospitals  of  the  corps — one  at  West  Tampa,  one 
at  Fernandina,  and  two  here.  There  is  in  addition  a  regimental  hospital  of  the 
First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  left  at  Lakeland,  Fla. ,  when  the  regiment  moved 
from  that  point. 

The  medical  supply  depot  is  established  at  Huntsville,  whither  all  that  remains 
of  the  corps  will  in  a  few  days  be  concentrated.  The  site  of  the  present  camp  is 
well  chosen,  the  supply  of  water  sufficient  and  piure,  the  atmosphere  bracing  and 
salubrious.  With  rigid  observance  by  the  regimental  and  company  officers  of 
the  sanitary  directions  published  from  your  office  the  command  should  soon  be 
free  from  typhoid  fever  and  in  a  gratifying  condition  of  health. 

At  the  end  of  July  there  were  76  medical  officers  and  334  enlisted  men  of  the 
Hospital  Corps  with  the  Fourth  Army  Corps.  The  returns  for  August  are  not 
yet  complete.  I  am  much  indebted  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  corps  for  their 
assistance.  I  desire  to  particularize  Surgeon  Carter,  of  the  Army,  and  Surgeons 
Martin,  Armstrong,  Hendley,  and  Davis,  of  the  volunteers.  Dr.  Armstrong's 
skUl  in  diagnosis,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of  epidemic  diseases,  in  addition  to 
his  zeal  as  an  inspector,  were  of  great  service.  Captains  Willcox,  Snyder,  Lip- 
pitt,  McCuUoch,  Prick,  and  Reynolds,  and  First  Lieutenants  Damall,  Richards, 
Strong,  and  Wetherill,  all  assistant  surgeons  of  the  Army,  were  zealous  and  inde- 
fatigable. Lippitt,  Reynolds,  and  Strong  are  now  sick  with  typhoid  fever,  and 
Richards  is  suspiciously  ill.  So  much  of  their  work  was  done  under  the  imme- 
diate notice  of  the  commanding  general  that  there  is  no  use  in  my  attempting 
to  describe  their  labors.  They  are  entitled  to  every  consideration  due  to  men  who 
have  worked  hard  and  intelligently,  and  who  have  never  spared  themselves  when 
work  was  to  be  done.  I  am  also  under  obligations  to  the  officers  of  the  Marine- 
Hospital  Service  stationed  at  Port  Tampa  for  assistance  rendered  at  various 
times.    Since  the  organization  of  the  corps  my  relations  with  the  commanding 
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general  have  been  such  as  to  permit  me  to  make  many  sanitary  recommendations 
verbally.  These  are  not  matters  of  record,  but  were  suggested,  approved,  and 
acted  upon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  O'Reilly, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Surgeon. 


Ordnance  Depot, 
Port  Tampa  City,  Fla. ,  September  2, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Fourth  Army  Corps,  Huntsmlle,  Ala. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  telegram  dated  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  1, 
1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
depot: 

I  reported  for  duty  at  Tampa  April  28, 1898.  The  following  day  arms  and 
ammunition  to  the  amount  of  several  carloads  were  received.  From  that  time 
until  the  sailing  of  the  expedition  of  June  14  the  work  consisted  largely  in  the 
establishment  of  the  depot  and  in  arming,  equipping,  and  supplying  ammunition 
for  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  the  light  artillery  brigade,  the  two  volunteer  regiments 
accompanying  that  expedition,  and  supplying  arms,  equipments,  and  ammunition 
for  the  various  Cuban  expeditions  and  the  Cuban  reg^iments  at  West  Tampa. 

About  May  28  the  work  of  equipping  the  siege  artillery  with  siege  guns,  how- 
itzers and  mortars,  heavy  field  guns  and  field  mortars,  and  ammunition  pertaining 
to  the  same,  was  begun.  This  was  a  work  of  considerable  magnitude,  considering 
the  short  time  allowed. 

After  the  sailing  of  the  expedition  of  June  14,  the  work  of  completing  the  arma- 
ment and  equipment  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps  was  taken  up,  preference  being 
given  to  the  commands  first  expected  to  leave  for  service  abroad.  Five  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition  per  man  were  issued  to  each  re^ment  of  the  Fourth  Corps. 
The  work  during  this  time  also  involved  the  supplying  of  ammunition  for  the 
army  at  Santiago  and,  later,  some  for  the  army  at  Porto  Rico.  Some  of  the  per- 
sonnel for  the  ordnance  depots  at  Santiago  and  Porto  Rico  were  supplied. 

The  work  of  supplying  the  regular  troops  of  the  Fourth  Corps  and  those  of  the 
Fifth  Corps  left  behind  was  also  carried  on.  Some  arms  and  ammunition  were 
also  issued  to  regiments  belonging  to  the  Seventh  Coi-ps.  The  work  was  then 
that  pertaining  to  a  general  ordnance  depot.  In  round  numbers  it  can  be  stated 
that  about  600  cars  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  aggregating  about  10,000 
tons,  were  received  and  almost  all  issued. 

About  32,000  Springfield  rifles  and  17,000,000  cartridges  for  same,  4,000  magazine 
rifles-,  3,000  magazine  carbines,  and  10,000,000  caliber  .30  cartridges  were  issued. 
In  no  case  was  there  any  trouble  about  supplying  arms  and  ammunition,  and  the 
troops  at  the  front  appear  to  have  always  had  ample  supplies  of  ammunition. 
Equipments  were  called  for  in  sufficient  numbers  by  general  requisitions  and  by 
tele^aphic  requisitions  as  emergencies  arose  and  were  promptly  issued  when 
received. 

It  is  believed  the  troops  of  the  Fourth  Corps  and  others  in  this  vicinity  were 
well  armed,  equipped,  and  supplied  with  ammunition  previous  to  sailing  and  in 
other  cases  in  advance  of  call  to  move  to  the  front. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  T.  Thompson, 
Ideutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Chief  Ordnance  Officer,  Fourth  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  5, 1898, 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Fourth  Army  Corps,  Huntsville,  Ala. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of  the  Signal 
Corps,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  during  the  year  ending 
August  31,  1898. 
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The  only  record  of  operations  prior  to  August  5,  is  the  statement  that  Maj. 
Samuel  Beber,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Major- 
General  Coppinger  for  duty  June  25,  1898,  as  signal  offlcer,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
and  the  further  statement  that  Major  Reber  left  for  Santiago,  July  16,  with  5 
offlcers  and  63  men  of  the  Signal  Corps.  No  records  of  any  character  were  found. 
On  August  4 1  reported  for  d!uty  as  chief  signal  oflacer  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps 
at  Tampa,  Fla. 

The  corps  headquarters,  being  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Porto  Rico,  I  at  once 
made  careful  examination  of  the  signal  property  stored  at  Tampa,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  such  material  as  might  be  required  for  use.  This  consisted  of  odds  and 
ends  of  the  equipment  of  other  commands  and  material  which  had  accumulated 
subsequent  to  their  departure.  After  much  labor  I  succeeded  in  making  up  an 
outfit  with  which  creditable  service  might  have  been  rendered  had  opportunity 
offered. 

The  transportation  facilities  being  limited  on  the  steamer  selected  for  head- 
quarters, I  organized  a  detachment  of  one  officer  and  ten  men,  with  a  section  of  the 
signal  train,  to  accompany  the  corps  headquarters  and  proceeded  to  Port  Tampa 
City  August  10.  The  balance  of  the  train,  with  officers  and  men,  including  the 
balloon  company,  with  its  equipment,  were  to  follow  on  the  next  steamer.  The 
destination  of  the  corps  headquarters  having  been  change,  I  accompanied  it  to 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  leaving  Tampa  on  the  11th  ultimo,  and  reaching  Huntsville  on 
the  13th. 

On  Agust  17  the  Tenth  Company,  Signal  Corps,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  Capt.  T.  F. 
Clarke,  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  reported.  These  men  had  been  detained  in  quaran- 
tine at  Egmont  Keys,  Fla. 

On  the  19th  ultimo,  10  men  of  the  Seventeenth  Company,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  under  Lieutenant  Shepherd,  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  a  detachment  of 
the  Tenth  Company,  Signal  Corps,  U.S.  Volunteers,  from  New  York,  reportedfor 
duty.  This  latter  detachment  has  been  shipped  from  quarantine  at  Egmont  Keys, 
Fla.,  to  New  York  by  mistake.  The  Tenth  Company  brought  the  first  signal 
material  for  use,  and  on  the  next  day,  August  20,  the  work  was  commenced  at 
camp  Wheeler. 

On  August  21  the  balance  of  the  signal  train  arrived  from  Tampa. 

On  August  25  I  addressed  the  following  telegram  to  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  of 
the  Army: 

"  Signal  material  reached  here  August  19.  Fourth  Army  Corps  headquarters, 
division  and  brigade  headquarters,  corps  and  brigade  hospitals,  all  supply  depots, 
telephone  exchange  in  Huntsville,  and  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  now 
all  connected  by  telegraph  or  telephone." 

Since  that  date  the  following  points  have  been  connected  with  the  telephone 
system:  Headquarters  Third  Division;  headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Divis- 
ion, and  headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division;  medical  inspector's  office. 
This  places  every  division  and  brigade  headquarters,  supply  depot,  and  hospital 
in  the  army  corps  in  communication  vnth  these  headquarters  and  with  each 
other.  It  also  places  the  corps  headquarter  offices  and  supply  depots  in  commu- 
nication by  telegi-aph  or  telephone  with  all  points  in  Huntsville  or  beyond. 

During  the  short  time  that  the  system  has  been  in  operation,  1,160  telegraph 
messages  have  passed  over  the  signal  lines  to  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, and  848  telephone  messages  have  been  sent  and  received  at  these  headquar- 
ters. The  messages  sent  and  received  through  the  field  telephone  exchange  by 
the  16  outlying  stations  (of  which  it  was  impracticable  to  keep  a  record)  would 
aggregate  many  times  the  preceding  number. 

It  is  believed  that  this  record  sufficiently  demonstrates  the  necessity  for,  as  well 
as  the  value  of,  such  service. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  P.  Strong, 

lAeutenant  Colonel,  Signal  Corps, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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ANNUAL   REPOET   OF   MAJ.  GEN.  FITZHUGH   LEE,  COMMANDING 
SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Headqtjaktbrs  Seventh  Army  Corps, 
Office  Commanding  General, 
Camp  Cuba  Libre,  JacJcsonville,  Fla.,  September  1, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions,  dated  A.  G.  O., 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  30,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  corps  from  organization  to 
date: 

On  May  26, 1898, 1  assumed  command  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  in  accordance 
with  G.  0. 46,  A.  G.  O.,  current  series.  On  May  27  the  following  troops, 
having  been  assigned  to  me,  were  organized  as  follows,  by  paragraph 
4,  G.  O.  No.  2,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps: 

FIRST   DIVISION,   TAMPA,  FLA. 

BRIG.    GEN.    GUT  V.    HENKY,   U.    S.    VOLtTNTEEES,   COMMANDING. 

First  Brigade.— :Brig.  Gen.  Hamilton  L.  Hawkins,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
commanding.  Third  Ohio  Yolunteer  Infantry,  Fifth  Ohio  Yolunteer 
Infantry,  Second  Georgia  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second  Brigade. — Col.  William  T.  McGurrin,  Thirty-second  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding.  Thirty-second  Michigan  Volunteer 
Infantry,  First  Florida  Volunteer  Infantry. 

SECOND  DIVISION,   JACKSONVILLE,   FLA. 
BRIG.    GEN.    ABRAHAM  K.    ARNOLD,   TJ.   S.    VOLtTNTEERS,   COMMANDrtfG. 

First  Brigade. — Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  S.  Burt,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  com- 
manding. Second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  First  North  Carolina 
Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second  Brigade. — Col.  D.  V.  Jackson,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infan 
try,  commanding.  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  First  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry. 

As  authorized  by  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  War  Department, 
the  headquarters  of  the  corps  were,  on  May  31,  transferred  to  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.  The  organization  of  the  Second  Division  was  then  continued 
by  the  assignment  of  regiments  as  follows : 

June  3,  Second  Virginia,  Third  Brigade.  June  4,  Second  New  Jersey, 
First  Brigade.  June  5,  Fourth  Illinois,  Second  Brigade  (transferred 
Third  Division,  August  5).  June  6,  Fourth  Virginia,  Third  Brigade. 
June  14,  Forty-ninth  Iowa,  Third  Brigade.  August  9,  Ninth  Illinois, 
Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  K.  Arnold  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  division 
by  special  orders  No.  1,  headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  relieving  Brig. 
Gen.  H.  W.  Lawton,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  command  United  States  forces 
at  Jacksonville,  Fla.  Brigadier-General  Arnold  has  continued  in  this 
command  from  that  date. 

The  brigades  of  this  division  have  been  commanded  as  follows.: 

First  Brigade. — Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Burt,  since  May  29, 1898. 

Second  Brigade. — Col.  D.  V.  Jackson,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, from  May  28, 1898,  to  June  13, 1898.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  A.  Bancroft, 
from  June  13, 1898,  to  August  1, 1898.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  T.  Douglas,  since 
August  16, 1898. 
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Third  Brigade.— Col.  J.  0.  Baker,  Second  Virginia  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, from  June  7, 1898,  to  July  1, 1898.  Brig,  Gen.  H.  0.  Hansbrouck, 
since  July  2, 1898. 

FIRST   DIVISION. 

BEIG.    GKN.    THEODORE   SCHWAN,  U.  S.  VOLUNTEBES,  COMMANDING. 

Telegraphic  instructions,  dated  A.  Gr.  O.,  Washington,  D.  0.,  June  27, 
1898,  transferred  the  First  Division,  as  previously  organized,  to  the 
Fourth  Army  Corps,  and  assigned  me  the  division  then  stationed  at 
Miami,  Fla.  These  troops  were,  by  General  Orders,  No.  10,  Headquar- 
ters Seventh  Army  Corps,  constituted  as  the  First  Division,  in  the  place 
of  the  one  transferred,  and  their  organization  continued  as  follows: 

First  Brigade. — Brig.  Gen.  Lloyd  Wheaton,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  com- 
manding: First  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  First  Louisiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  First  Alabama  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second  Brigade. — Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Gordon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  com- 
manding: Second  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  Second  Louisiana  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  Second  Alabama  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  regiments  of  this  division  were  originally  at  Mobile,  Ala,,  and  on 
June  4, 1898,  were  constituted  as  the  First  Division  of  the  Fourth  Army 
Corps,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Theodore  Schwan.  On  June  20, 
1898,  the  division  was  transferred  to  Miami,  Fla.,  which  place  it  reached 
about  June  25,  and  was  transferred  to  this  corps  June  27.  On  July  1, 
in  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  War  Department, 
Brigadier-General  Schwan  was  relieved  and  ordered  to  report  to  the 
commanding  general  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

On  July  4,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  Warren  Keifer  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  this  division,  which  he  assumed  on  July  7,  and  has  since  exercised, 
excepting  from  August  14  to  August  21,  during  which  time  General 
Keifer  was  in  temporary  command  of  this  corps,  I  being  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  War  Department. 

Pursuant  to  telegraphic  instructions,  dated  A.  G.  O.,  Washington, 
D.  C,  July  i9,  1898,  the  First  Division  was,  on  July  31,  ordered  to 
Jacksonville,  Fla.    This  movement  was  completed  August  13, 1898. 

The  brigades  of  this  division  have  continued  under  the  command  of 
the  general  offlcers  originally  assigned  until  the  departure  of  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  W.  Gordon,  as  a  member  of  the  Porto  Eican  Commission.  The 
Second  Brigade  has  since  been  commanded  by  Col.  L.  M.  Oppenheimer, 
Second  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  Fourth  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry  reported,  and  was 
assigned  to  this  division  August  19, 1898,  and  the  First  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry  August  28, 1898.  These  two  regiments  on  August  28,  1898, 
constituted  the  Third  Brigade  of  this  division.  Col.  0.  B.  Hunt,  First 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding. 

THIRB   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lucius  F.  Hubbard  was,  on  July  4,  assigned  to  the  tem- 
porary command  of  the  Third  Divisiou.  The  organization  of  this 
division  had  been  already  begun  by  the  assignment  of  the  Second 
Mississippi  Volunteer  Infantry  on  June  21,  and  the  Second  United 
States  Volunteer  Cavalry  on  June  28.  The  Third  Nebraska  Volunteer 
Infantry  reported,  and  was  assigned  on  July  22,  and  the  First  South 
Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry  reported,  and  was  assigned  on  July  31. 
The  division  was,  on  August  5,  1898,  organized  in  part  as  follows,  by 
General  Orders,  No.  22,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps : 
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First  Brigade. — Brig.  Gen.  Lucius  F.  Hubbard,  TJ,  S.  Volunteers, 
commanding:  Second  Mississippi  Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Nebraska 
Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second  Brigade. — Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Barklay,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
commanding :  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  First  South  Carolina 
Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  One  hundred  and  sixty-iirst  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  reported 
and  was  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  August  14, 1898. 

The  Sixth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry  reported  and  was  assigned  to 
the  Second  Brigade  August  15, 1898. 

CAVALRY. 

Upon  reorganization  of  the  Third  Division  the  Second  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry  was  detached,  and  ordered  to  report  direct  to  corps 
headquarters.  This  is  an  excellent  cavalry  regiment,  consisting  of  44 
commissioned  ofScers  and  946  enlisted  men,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Jay  L.  Torrey,  Second  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

SIGNAL   COKPS. 

The  signal  companies  and  detachments  reported  for  duty  as  follows : 

June  28, 1  commissioned  ofQcer,  with  14  men  of  the  regular  United 
States  Signal  Corps  and  5  men  of  the  Volunteer  Signal  Corps;  on  July 
4,  3  commissioned  ofQcers  and  the  Second  United  States  Volunteer 
Signal  Company,  54  strong;  on  August  31, 3  commissioned  officers  with 
the  Fourteenth  Company,  United  States  Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  46 
strong.  These  companies  were  organized  as  a  battalion, under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  H.  C.  Giddings,  United  States  Volunteer  Signal  Corps. 

The  equipment  of  the  Signal  Corps  Battalion  is  reported  as  complete, 
comprising  a  most  liberal  supply  of  heliographs,  flags,  signal  lanterns, 
field  glasses,  telescopes,  and  all  other  necessary  apparatus.  The  prin- 
cipal work  of  the  Signal  Corps  thus  far  has  been  the  installation  and 
operation  of  the  telephone  and  telegraph  system  throughout  the  camp. 
Instruction  in  signaling  with  ilags,  heliographs,  flash  lanterns,  and  the 
other  practical  duties  required  of  the  signalist  in  the  field  has  been  given. 

The  Seventh  Army  Corps  on  September  1  consisted  of  three  infantry 
divisions,  one  cavalry  regiment,  one  Signal  Corps  battalion  of  two  com- 
panies and  one  detachment,  three  hospital  and  four  ambulance  compa- 
nies— a  total  of  1,252  commissioned  officers  and  30,119  enlisted  men. 

MEDICAL  DBPAKTMENT. 


The  health  thus  far  has  been  good,  all  things  considered,  as  shown  by 
the  proportion  of  sick  in  hospital,  as  taken  from  morning  reports  on  the 
dates  given: 

June  10 Oil  July  30..- _ 029 

JuneSO .006  August  10  _._ 028 

JuneSO on  August  20 032 

July  10 .019  August  30 _.  .036 

July  20- 023 

Every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  chief  surgeon,  Lieut.  Col.  L.  M. 
Mauss,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  organize  an  efficient  hospital  service,  and 
special  attention  is  invited  to  his  report  appended  hereto,  showing  what 
has  been  accomplished  in  this  respect. 
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adjutant-general's  department. 

Oapt.  E.  E.  L.  MicMe,  assistant  adjutant-general  TJ.  S.  Volunteers, 
reported  for  duty  May  26, 1898,  at  Tampa,  Pla.,  and  has  since  performed 
the  duties  of  adjutant-general  of  this  corps.  The  laborious  clerical 
duties  repuired  in  this  department  have  been  performed  under  his 
supervision  by  untrained  clerks,  detailed  from  volunteer  regiments. 
In  order  that  the  necessary  routine  business  in  this  office  may  be  prop- 
erly conducted,  a  competent,  skilled,  clerical  force  must  be  available 
for  a  corps  of  over  30,000  men.  Application  was  made  to  the  War 
Department  for  trained  clerks,  but  as  yet  none  has  been  supplied  or 
even  authorized.  The  adjutant-general  of  the  corps  should  be  allowed 
at  least  three  trained  civilian  clerks,  and  the  adjutant- general  of  a 
division  one. 

ENGINBBllING  DEPARTMENT. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Livermore,  chief  engineer  U.  S.  Yolunteera, 
reported  for  duty  June  5,  and  was  assigned  as  chief  engineer  of  this 
corps.  No  engineer  troops  have  been  ftirnished,  and  only  one  other 
commissioned  oflBcer,  Maj.  Hugh  J.  McGrath,  who  has  been  assigned  as 
chief  engineer  of  the  Second  Division. 

COMMISSARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  chief  of  this  department,  Lieut.  Ool.  Oliver  E.  Wood,  reported 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  May  28, 1898.  Commissary  supplies  have, 
on  the  whole,  been  sufQcient  in  quantity  and  of  good  quality.  Upon 
first  arrival  here,  there  being  no  facilities  for  baking,  regimental  com- 
missaries exchanged  the  flour  ration  with  local  bakeries  for  fresh  bread, 
and  the  coffee  ration  was  exchanged  for  ground  coffee  on  a  basis  of  10 
pounds  of  green  for  8  pounds  of  roasted  and  ground.  The  commissary- 
general  soon  supplied  portable  bake  ovens  (Blodgett),  also  coffee  roast- 
ers and  mills.  Fresh  meat  and  vegetables  are  regularly  furnished. 
With  fairly  good  cooks  and  proper  attention  from  company  and  regi- 
mental officers,  all  troops  should  have  an  abundance  of  good,  wholesome 
food.  One  great  trouble  is  to  secure  trained  cooks.  The  inducement 
offered  being  not  sufficient  for  the  hard  work  imposed,  the  pay  proper 
of  a  company  cook  should  be  not  less  than  $25  per  month. 

qttaetermaster's  department. 

Lieut.  Col.  Oliver  B.  Wood  performed  the  duty  of  acting  chief  quar- 
termaster from  May  27  until  relieved,  June  7,  by  Maj.  Frederick  Von 
Schrader,  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  was  on  August  25, 1898, 
relieved  by  Lieut.  Col.  George  E.  Pond,  chief  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers. All  the  quartermasters  of  this  corps  are  volunteer  officers, 
and  only  two  have  had  any  previous  experience  in  this  department. 
During  June  there  was  a  considerable  delay  in  securing  necessary 
clothing,  tentage,  and  transportation.  These  articles  are  now  being 
furnished  as  required. 

inspector-general's  department. 

Lieut.  Ool.  Curtis  Guild,  jr.,  reported  for  duty  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  on 
May  26, 1898,  and  has  since  filled  the  position  as  inspector-geieral  of 
this  corps. 
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Maj.  Eussell  B.  Harrison,  inspector-general,  XJ.  S.  Volunteers,  was  on 
duty  as  assistant  to  the  inspector- general  from  June  9  to  July  4,  and  act- 
ing chief  ordnance  ofilcer  until  July  21,  when  he  was  appointed  provost 
marshal  of  the  corps. 

The  other  officers  on  duty  in  this  department  are :  Maj.  John  Gr.  Evans, 
inspector-general,  First  Division;  Maj.  B.  H.  Oheever,  inspector-general. 
Second  Division. 

A  great  difficulty  with  volunteer  troops  is  to  make  the  regimental 
and  company  officers  appreciate  their  responsibilities,  and  carry  out 
orders  when  properly  issued.  To  accomplish  this  each  division  and 
brigade  headquarters  should  have  an  experienced  officer  assigned  as 
inspector-general. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Lieut.  Col.  Curtis  Guild,  jr.,  was  in  addition  to  his  other  duties  ap- 
pointed acting  chief  ordnance  officer  on  May  27, 1898,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  relieved  by  Maj.  Eussell  B.  Harrison,  inspector- 
general,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  July  21  Major  Harrison  was  relieved  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Rogers  Birnie,  the  present  chief  ordnance  officer. 

Eegular  appointments  of  the  ordnance  staff  officers  were  first  author- 
ized by  act  of  Congress  approved  July  7, 1898.  The  officers  at  present 
serving  in  that  capacity,  in  addition  to  the  chief  ordnance  officer,  are, 
to  wit :  First  Division,  Maj.  John  L.  Chamberlain,  chief  ordnance  officer, 
TJ.  S.  Volunteers;  Third  Division,  Maj.  F.  H.  Edmunds,  chief  ordnance 
officer,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Maj.  Benjamin  Alvord,  chief  ordnance  officer,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  has 
been  on  duty  as  acting  adjutant-general  of  the  First  Division  since 
July  7, 1898.  Maj.  John  McClellan,  chief  ordnance  officer,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers, reported  for  duty  August  18, 1898,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  as 
assistant  to  the  chief  ordnance  officer  in  charge  of  ordnance  depot, 
Seventh  Army  Corps.  Maj.  Godfrey  H.  Macdonald,  chief  ordnance 
officer,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  recently  assigned,  has  not  yet  reported.  The 
depot  building  was  completed  on  August  13, 1898.  It  now  contains  a 
reserve  of  about  two  thousand  of  each  of  the  articles  necessary  for  the 
equipment  of  an  infantry  soldier;  also  a  small  supply  of  articles  for 
cavalry,  and  for  sale  to  officers.  Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
depot,  ordnance  stores  were  issued  to  regiments  direct  from  arsenals; 
now  requisitions  are  filled  promptly  from  the  depot. 

JTJDGE-ADVOOATE  DEPARTMENT. 

No  judge-advocate  has  ever  reported  for  duty  with  this  corps.  Capt. 
W.  S.  Scott,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  was  assigned 
to  duty  as  acting  in  this  capacity,  August  30,  pending  the  regular 
assignment. 

PROVOST   GUARD. 

On  August  3,  Maj.  Eussell  B.  Harrison,  inspector-gereral,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, was  assigned  to  duty  as  provost-marshal  of  the  Seventh  Army 
Corps.  The  necessary  number  of  companies  was  detailed  under  his 
command  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  discipline  in  the  city  of 
Jacksonville  and  vicinity.  The  work  has  been  most  successfully  per- 
formed, and  the  citizens  of  Jacksonville  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  good  conduct  of  troops  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps. 
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DISCIPLINE,  DKILL,   ETC. 

Discipline,  with  few  exceptions,  has  been  excellent,  and  all  regiments 
show  marked  improvement  in  drill  and  guard  duty.  Target  practice 
has  so  far  beeu  conducted  only  by  troops  of  the  Second  Division  for  the 
lack  of  suitable  range  sites.  A  site  was  under  consideration  for 
another  range  when  the  mustering  out  of  twelve  regiments  was  ordered. 
.  The  natural  facilities  of  this  place  for  a  large  encampment  of  troops 
I  consider  unsurpassed.  The  water  supply  is  excellent  and  abundant 
for  all  purposes,  coming  from  artesian  wells  about  1,000  feet  deep,  and 
piped  to  every  company.  One  great  difiSculty  has  been  the  proper  dis- 
position of  fecal  matter.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  adopt  the  most 
sanitary  method.  Three  have  been  employed,  as  follows :  (1)  The  tub 
system;  (2)  the  pit  system;  (3)  the  trough  system. 

The  former  had  been  adopted  for  the  camp  of  the  Second  Division 
before  my  arrival,  pits  being  prohibited  by  local  ordinances.  The 
removal  of  this  night  soil  has  been  performed  by  contract  labor ;  it  is 
expensive,  and  not  otherwise  satisfactory.  Connection  with  the  city 
sewerage  would  have  been  much  better  for  this  division,  but  owing  to 
the  very  considerable  expense  involved,  and  the  uncertain  time  the 
camp  would  be  occupied,  it  was  not  adopted. 

Lumber  has  been  furnished  as  required  for  the  construction  of  tent 
floors,  bakeries,  bath  houses,  sinks,  and  drains,  and  every  effort  exerted 
for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  command.  The  number  of  trained  staff 
ofBcers  has  been  entirely  inadequate  in  all  departments  to  accomplish 
the  best  results.  My  Third  Division  has  not  a  single  Eegular  Army 
ofBcer  for  this  duty. 

The  list  of  staff  offlcers  now  serving  with  the  corps  is  hereto  appended. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FiTZHUGH  Lee, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


ANNTJAL  REPORT  OF  BRIG.  GEN.  ROYAL  T.  FRANK,  IT.  S.  VOLUN- 
TEERS, COMMANDING  THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Headqtjaetbrs  Third  Aemy  Coeps, 
Camp  SMpp,  Anniston,  Ala.,  September  10, 1898. 

The  Adjtjtant-Genbbal  United  States  Aemt, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

SiE:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Third  Corps  from  the  date  of  its  organization  to  the  present  date : 

Maj.  Gen.  James  F.  Wade,  D".  S.  Volunteers,  was  the  first  com- 
mander of  the  corps,  and  in  pursuance  of  General  Orders,  No.  46, 
A.  G.  d..  May  16, 1898,  reported  to  Maj.  Gen.  Brooke  at  Ohickamauga 
for  that  purpose.  He  assumed  command  of  the  corps  May  26, 1898, 
and  announced  the  following  ofiQcers  as  composing  his  staff: 

First  Lieut.  William  B.  Ahny,  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry,  aid ;  First 
Lieut.  George  W.  Read,  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry,  aid;  Lieut.  Col. 
Arthur  MacArthur,  assistant  adjutant-general,  United  States  Army, 
adjutant-general;  Lieut.  Col.  D.  D.  Wheeler,  chief  quartermaster. 
United  States  Volunteers, chief  quartermaster;  Lieut.  Col.  John  Van  E. 
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Hqff,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  surgeon;  Oapt.  D,  DuB.  Gaillard,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  acting  engineer  officer.  Subsequently  the  following  were 
added:  Lieut.  Ool.  William  M.  Black,  chief  engineer;  Capt.  J.B.  Fora- 
ker,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Ribble,  J.  A., 
judge  advocate;  Lieut.  Col. Frank D.  Baldwin, inspector-general, United 
States  Volunteers,  inspector-general;  Capt.  George  O.  Squier,  chief 
signal  officer. 

The  corps  consisted  of  two  divisions,  the  First  being  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  Louis  H.  Carpenter,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  the  Second  by 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  E.  Compton,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

The  First  Division  consisted  of  three  brigades,  as  follows :  First  Bri- 
grade.  Brig.  Gen.  Fred  D.  Grant  commanding,  was  composed  of  the 
Fourteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  First  Missouri  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  the  Fifth  Maryland  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  Charles  J.  Bills,  Second  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry, 
commanding,  was  composed  of  the  Second  New  York  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, Second  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  the  First  District  of 
Columbia  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Osmond  D. 
Clark,  First  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  commanding,  was  composed 
of  the  First  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Tennessee  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  the  Eighth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  Brig.  Gen. 
L.  W.  Colby,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  this 
brigade  on  the  25th  of  June,  1898,  in  accordance  with  S.  O.  No.  38, 
First  Army  Corps  and  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  assumed  command 
on  June  28,  1898. 

The  Second  Division  was  composed  of  the  following  brigades: 

First  Brigade,  Col.  Elias  Chandler,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  com- 
manding, consisted  of  the  First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  Second 
Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  the  Ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infan- 
try. The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Milton  Moore,  Fifth  Missouri  Volunteer 
Infantry,  commanding,  consisted  of  the  Fifth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, the  Second  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  the  Sixty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  Third  Brigade,  Col.  Lucius  Kendall, 
First  Maine,  commanding,  consisted  of  the  First  Maine  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Fifty-second  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  First  Mississippi 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Colonel  Kendall  was  succeeded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
C.  P.  Mattocks,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  brigade  June  29, 1898. 

To  each  division  was  attached  a  detachment  of  about  200  men  of  the 
Hospital  Corps,  United  States  Army.  This  detachment  was  afterwards 
increased  by  transfers  to  about  370,  and  supplied  both  the  division  hos- 
pitals and  the  division  ambulance  companies  with  their  enlisted 
strength.  In  July  a  company  of  United  States  Volunteer  Signal  Corps, 
consisting  of  4  officers  and  74  men,  was  added  to  the  corps. 

The  First  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Second  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry  left  June  1  and  the  Fifth  Maryland  and  Sixty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry  on  June  2,  all  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Carpenter,  for  Tampa,  the  command  of  the  First  Division 
devolving  upon  Brig.  Gen.  Frederick  D.  Grant,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and 
that  of  the  First  Brigade  of  that  division  upon  Col.  Edwin  Batdorf, 
First  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry. 

On  July  7, 1898,  Brig.  Gen.  Eoyal  T.  Frank,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  was, 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  1,  G.  O.  No.  152,  C.  S.,  Headquarters  of 
the  Army,  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Division,  relieving 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  D.  Grant,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Second  Division. 
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On  July  30  the  Sixth  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry,  Ool.  Law- 
rence D.  Tyson  commanding,  reported  for  duty  with  the  First  Division 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade. 

By  the  departure  of  Major-General  Brooke  for  his  new  command  in 
Porto  Eico,  the  command  of  Gamp  George  H.  Thomas  devolved  upon 
Major-General  Wade,  in  addition  to  his  command  of  the  Third  Corps. 

On  July  31, in  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  Major-General  Wade  relinquished  the  command  of  the 
troops  assembled  at  Camp  George  H.  Thomas  to  Brigadier-General 
Frank,  On  August  2  Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Breckinridge,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
assumed  command  of  Camp  Thomas. 

By  direction  of  the  President,  Brigadier-General  Frank  assumed 
command  of  the  Third  Corps  September  4,  and  the  following  ofBcers 
were  announced  as  constituting  the  staff  of  the  corps :  Second  Lieut. 
Leroy  S.  Lyon,  Second  Artillery,  aid;  Maj.  Edward  Davis,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  adjutant-general;  Maj.  Charles  L. 
Woodbury,  engineer  officer,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  engineer;  Maj. 
Harry  C. Benson, inspector-geueral,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  inspector-general; 
Maj.  Otto  H.  Falk,  chief  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  quar- 
termaster; Maj.  Joseph  H.  Heatwole,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence;  Maj.  Henry  F.  Hoyt, 
chief  surgeon,  U,  S.  Volunteers,  chief  surgeon ;  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Avery, 
Fourteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  acting  ordnance  ofiicer. 

The  operations  of  this  corps  during  its  two  and  a  half  months'  service 
in  Chickamauga  Park  were  limited  to  completing  its  equipment,  instruc- 
tion, drill,  and  training  necessary  to  prepare  it  for  the  more  serious 
work  of  actual  campaign,  and  1o  this  work  officers  and  enlisted  men 
devoted  themselves  with  a  zeal  and  constancy  that  led  to  the  most 
gratifying  results.  The  daily  routine  consisted  of  schools  for  officers 
and  noncommissioned  officers,  elementary  drill,  target  practice,  and 
battle  exercises.  In  these  the  troops  acquired  a  proficiency  which  jus- 
tified the  utmost  confidence  in  their  efficiency  and  effectiveness  in  the 
actual  operations  of  war. 

Owing  to  the  unsanitary  conditions  which  prevailed  at  Camp  Thomas, 
troops  suffered  much  from  sickness  during  the  latter  part  of  their  serv- 
ice there,  which  led  to  the  discharge  and  furloughing  of  many  and 
impaired  the  health  and  strength  of  all.  This,  with  the  disappointment 
felt  at  not  having  had  an  opportunity  for  active  service,  led  many  regi- 
ments to  seek  discharge  from  the  service.  Accordingly,  the  First  Ver- 
mont, Second  ifebraska.  First  Missouri,  Eighth  and  Fourteenth  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  the  First  Division,  and  First  Maine,  Fifth 
Missouri,  Ninth  New  York,  First  Mississippi,  First  Arkansas,  Fifty- 
second  Iowa,  and  Second  Kentucky,  of  the  Second  Division,  were 
ordered  to  be  mustered  out. 

On  August  28  the  corps  was  ordered  to  move  its  camp  from  Chicka- 
mauga Park  to  Anniston,  Ala.  The  movement  was  commenced  on 
September  1,  and  now  the  corps  is  in  healthful  camps  at  this  place, 
where  men  and  officers  are  rapidly  recovering  health,  strength,  and 
spirits. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EoTAL  T.  Frank, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

15  M  G 
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REPOKT  OF  MAJ.  GEN.  JAMES  H.  WILSOU,  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIRST 

ARMY  CORPS. 

operations  in  porto  rico. 

Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 

Oamp  near  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  August  23, 1898,    ' 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Gilmore, 

Adjutant- General  of  the  Army,  Ponce,  Porto  Bico, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  that  portion  of  this  division  which  has  been  under  my  imme- 
diate command  since  its  embarkation  at  Charleston,  S.  0.,  July  20, 
1898. 

In  compliance  with  urgent  orders  from  the  War  Department,  I  left 
Charleston,  S.  C,  at  7  p.  m.  on  July  20.  Three  transports  had  been 
placed  at  my  disposal,  viz,  transport  Iifo.  30  (the  Obdam),  the  chartered 
transport  La  Grande  Duchesse,  and  transport  No.  21  (the  Mobile).  The 
Spanish  prize  steamer  Bita  had  previously  been  fitted  out  as  a  trans- 
port under  my  direction,  at  first  intended  for  the  use  of  my  command, 
but  ultimately  ordered  to  carry  a  portion  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  to  San- 
tiago de  Cuba.  From  lack  of  accommodation  on  this  vessel  two  com- 
panies of  the  Sixth  Illinois  were  left  in  Charleston  and  remained 
attached  to  my  command  until  after  my  arrival  at  Port  Ponce. 

I  established  my  headquarters  on  No.  30,  to  which  vessel  was  also 
assigned  the  Third  Wisconsin  Volanteer  Infantry  and  detachments  of 
the  Hospital  and  Signal  Corps.  The  brigade  commander.  Gen.  O.  H. 
Ernst,  with  his  headquarters,  sailed  upon  La  Grande  Duchesse,  accom- 
panied by  the  Second  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  detachments 
of  the  Hospital  Corps.  Both  of  these  vessels  carried  large  amounts  of 
supplies  consigned  to  other  commands,  for  the  most  part  at  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  No.  30  also  carried  the  field  equipment  of  General  Miles's 
headqarters,  and  two  of  his  staff  officers,  Colonel  Michler  and  Captain 
Foltz,  accompanied  me  on  this  vessel,  they  having  reached  Charleston 
too  late  to  join  General  Miles  upon  the  Yale. 

I  directed  thirty  days'  supplies  of  all  kinds  to  be  placed  upon  these 
vessels  for  the  troops  which  they  carried.  The  remaining  supplies, 
together  with  the  transportation  for  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  of 
the  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  including  700  mules,  100  horses, 
and  200  wagons,  I  ordered  to  be  placed  aboard  the  transport  No.  21. 
The  latter  steamer  was  assigned  by  me  for  the  transportation  of  the 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  and  the  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Illinois, 
temporarily  attached.  No.  21  was  delayed  in  loading  and  did  not  join 
me  until  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  July  28  as  I  was  entering  the 
port  of  Ponce.  Shortly  after  arriving  at  Ponce  I  learned  that  it  had 
been  found  impracticable  to  load  all  of  the  stores  that  it  was  intended 
this  vessel  should  carry  from  Charleston,  a  portion  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's and  subsistence  supplies  for  the  First  Brigade  and  of  the  trans- 
portation for  the  Second  Brigade  having  been  left  under  charge  of  Maj. 
E.  Willis,  depot  quartermaster.  At  the  hour  and  on  the  date  above 
mentioned  No.  30,  followed  by  La  Grande  Duchesse,  left  her  wharf,  but 
was  unable  to  cross  the  bar  until  the  morning  tide  of  the  21st  of  July. 

Pursuant  to  my  orders,  I  sailed  direct  for  the  Oabezas  de  San  Juan 
for  the  purpose  of  landing  at  8ome  point  near  Fajardo,  on  this  island. 
No.  30  proved  to  be  much  slower  than  was  represented  to  the  Govern- 
ment when  purchased.    Her  maximum  speed  was  found  to  be  from  10 
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to  11  knots  per  hour  only,  and  there  was  a  further  delay  to  the  expedi- 
tion of  some  hours,  due  to  an  accident  to  the  condensers  of  the 
Duchesse.  Early  on  the  morning  of  July  26  Iso.  30  and  the  Duchesse 
were  approaching  a  landing  on  the  coast  of  Porto  Eico,  near  Eajardo, 
when  we  were  met  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Columbia.  Captain  Sands,  com- 
manding, transmitted  an  order  to  me  from  Major-General  Miles  direct- 
ing me  to  join  him  without  delay  at  Guanica,  a  small  landlocked 
harbor  near  the  west  end  of  the  southern  coast,  some  15  miles  west  of 
Port  Ponce.  I  reached  Guanica,  accompanied  by  the  Duchesse,  the 
night  of  July  26  too  late  to  enter  the  harbor.  About  8  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  we  steamed  into  the  port,  and  I  at  once  reported  to 
Major-General  Miles,  whose  headquarters  were  on  the  steamer  (Jity  of 
Macon.  From  him  I  received  orders  to  withdraw  from  the  harbor  and 
to  follow  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts  at  4  a.  m.,  July  28,  accompanied  by 
the  Duchesse,  to  the  port  of  Ponce,  which  place  I  was  directed  to 
occupy.  Proceeding  in  accordance  with  these  instructions,  at  6  a.  m., 
July  27, 1  was  joined  off  the  port  of  Ponce  by  transport  No.  21,  which 
vessel  had  been  sighted  about  an  hour  before  and  which  I  had  signaled 
to  follow  me.  At  the  same  time  I  was  informed  by  Captain  Davis,  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati,  that  our  marines  had  landed  during  the  night, 
and  that  an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  between  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Navy  and  the  commander  of  the  Spanish  forces  by  which 
the  latter  were  to  withdraw  from  the  port  and  town  of  Ponce  without 
pursuit  on  our  part  for  the  following  forty-eight  hours.  On  reporting 
this  arrangement  to  Major-General  Miles  he  declined  to  be  bound  by 
any  stipulations  on  the  part  of  the  Navy  in  reference  to  the  operations 
of  the  land  forces. 

At  7  a.  m.  I  landed  on  the  wharf,  accompanied  by  my  staff,  estab- 
hshed  my  headquarters  in  the  custom-house,  and  at  once  began  the 
disembarkationof  my  troops.  Shortly  after  lauding  I  designated  Lieut. 
Col.  Frederick  A.  Hill,  of  my  staff,  to  take  charge  of  the  custom  house 
and  the  collection  of  customs.  The  nine  days  following  my  arrival  at 
Port  Ponce  (La  Playa)  had  been  consumed  in  the  laborious  task — made 
so  by  the  lack  of  the  most  ordinary  facilities  for  such  work — of  landing 
the  troops,  animals,  and  supplies  from  the  transports.  Had  our  ulti- 
mate success  depended  upon  a  prompt  advance  against  the  enemy,  it 
would  have  been  seriously  endangered  by  the  inadequate  preparations 
to  meet  perfectly  well-known  conditions,  such  as  shoal  water,  which 
prevented  transports  coming  within  half  a  mile  of  the  beach,  lack  of 
wharf  and  landing  facilities,  and  especially  of  steam  launches  for  towing 
lighters  backward  and  forward  between  the  transports  and  the  shore. 
The  want  of  these  launches  had  been  foreseen  before  leaving  Charles- 
ton, and  requisitions  had  been  duly  made  therefor  upon  the  Quarter- 
master-General, but  they  had  not  been  supplied.  It  would  have  been 
almost  impossible  to  surmount  the  diflflculties  which  were  encountered 
at  Port  Ponce  had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  Navy, 
and  particularly  by  Captain  Higginson,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 
As  it  was,  my  command  was  delayed  in  its  preparations  to  advance 
into  the  interior  of  the  island  at  least  a  week  longer  than  would  other- 
wise have  been  necessary. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  28,  the  date  of  my  arrival,  I  transferred  my 
headquarters  to  the  town  of  Ponce,  about  2  miles  inland,  the  capital  of 
the  district  of  the  same  name.  Until  August  7,  in  addition  to  the  work 
of  getting  my  command  into  shape  for  a  forward  movement,  I  was 
engaged  in  organizing  the  civil  administration  of  the  city  and  district, 
a  report  of  which  I  made  to  you  in  my  letter  of  August  6. 
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On  Sunday,  August  7,  my  command  was  composed  as  follows:  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  under  command  of  Brig. 
Gen.  O.  H.  Ernst,  consisting  of  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Second  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Wisconsin  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  A  battalion  of  light  artillery,  under  command  of  Maj. 
J.  M.  Lancaster,  Fourth  Artillery,  consisted  as  follows :  LightBattery  F, 
Third  Artillery,  Oapt.  E.D.  Potts;  Light  Battery  B,  Fourth  Artillery, 
Capt.  H.  E.  Anderson;  also  Oapt.  B.  T.  Clayton's  Troop  C,  Kew  York 
Cavalry,  and  Capt,  William  H.  Lamar's  Volunteer  Signal  Company. 

August  3  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  exchanged  Springfield  rifles, 
caliber  .45,  with  which  they  had  previously  been  armed,  for  the  Krag- 
Jorgensen,  caliber  .30. 

As  rapidly  as  the  landing  of  supplies  and  transportation  had  made 
it  possible  the  troops  had  been  pushed  forward  along  the  main  military 
road  to  San  Juan,  and  at  nightfall  of  tbe  7th  instant  the  outposts  occu- 
pied a  line  across  the  narrow  valley  about  7J  miles  beyond  the  village 
of  Juana  Diaz,  controlling  the  valley  of  the  Descalabrado  Eiver.  At 
4  o'clock  p.  m.  on  that  day  I  removed  my  headquarters  to  a  point  on 
the  main  road  near  the  camp  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania.  From  the 
reports  received  from  spies,  deserters,  and  my  reconnoitering  parties, 
I  became  satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  gathered  a  force  of  about  2,000 
men — regulars  and  volunteers — at  Aibouito,  33  miles  from  Ponce,  a  town 
on  the  military  road  near  the  summit  of  the  main  divide,  of  great  natu- 
ral strength,  and  which  was  being  daily  strengthened  by  tbe  construc- 
tion of  batteries  and  infantry  entrenchments.  The  road  leading  down 
from  that  place  toward  my  position  follows  a  deep  gorge,  the  lower  part 
of  which  is  drained  by  the  Coamo  andCuyon  rivers,  which  flow  through 
canyons  of  considerable  depth  About  IJ  miles  southwest  of  Coamo  the 
road  forks,  the  main  road  leading  to  Ponce,  via  Juana  Diaz,  the  other 
to  Santa  Isabel,  via  Los  Bancs. 

Both  of  these  roads  are  covered  by  the  naturally  strong  position  of 
Coamo,  and  which  is  tbe  first  of  a  series  of  such  positions,  by  means  of 
which  an  active,  skillful,  and  courageous  enemy  could  dispute  the  pas- 
sage of  the  mountains  at  every  step.  My  information  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  enemy  held  Coamo  with  a  force  of  not  less  than  250  men.  The 
Bancs  road  was  defended  by  a  small  blockhouse,  2  miles  south  of  Coamo, 
from  which  fire  could  also  be  directed  against  the  troops  moving  along 
the  main  road  approaching  from  the  west.  This  general  position,  if 
stubbornly  defended,  could  not  be  taken  by  direct  attack  alone  with- 
out considerable  loss.  I  decided,  therefore,  to  turn  it.  This  movement 
was  made  against  the  enemy's  right  by  means  of  exceedingly  difficult 
mountain  trails.  A  movement  by  his  left  would  have  been  easier  to 
effect,  but  involved  the  risk  of  detection  in  time  to  enable  him  to  with- 
draw to  his  main  position  at  Aibonito.  On  the  evening  of  the  8th 
instant  I  directed  General  Ernst  to  send  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania, 
Colonel  Hulings,  under  the  guidance  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Biddle,  of  my 
staff,  by  the  mountain  trails,  which  the  latter,  assisted  by  Major  Flag- 
ler, also  of  my  staff,  and  by  Lieutenant  Pierce,  of  General  Ernst's  staff, 
had  most  skillfully  reconnoitered.  These  trails  lead  northeasterly,  in 
the  general  direction  of  Barranquitas.  Colonel  Hulings  was  directed 
to  proceed,  after  bivouacking  for  the  night,  by  cross  trails  over  the 
divide  into  the  valley  of  the  Coamo  Eiver,  so  as  to  reach  the  main  road 
from  a  half  mile  to  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  town  of  Coamo  at  7  o'clock 
a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant.  In  order  to  make  a  simultaneous  advance  on 
both  sides  of  the  town,  I  directed  General  Ernst  to  move  forward  at  6 
o'clock  the    next  morning  with  the    remaining  2  regiments  of  his 
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brigade,  assisted  by  the  artillery  and  one  troop  of  cavalry,  so  as  to  make 
a  direct  attack  along  the  main  road  and  the  valley  of  the  Coamo. 

The  general  movement  was  executed  substantially  as  directed.  The 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  had  an  exceedingly  dififlcult  march  to  make, 
part  of  it  in  the  darkness,  and  all  of  it  over  a  broken  mountain  trail, 
intersected  by  numerous  ravines  with  precipitous  banks.  I  was  there- 
fore not  surprised  that  after  climbing  this  mountain  trail  for  5  miles 
the  evening  before,  it  was  somewhat  delayed  in  completing  the  remain- 
ing 6  miles  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  by  a  guide  losing  his  way  in  the 
darkness,  the  regiment  thus  arriving  at  the  designated  point  in  the 
rear  of  the  town  an  hour  later  than  I  had  anticipated.  Meanwhile,  at 
6  a.  m.  on  the  9fch  instant,  the  main  body  of  the  brigade  moved  forward 
to  the  direct  attack.  Four  guns  of  Captain  Anderson's  battery  took 
position  in  an  open  field  to  the  south  of  the  road  and  about  2,000 
yards  west  of  the  blockhouse  on  the  Bafios  road.  At  about  7  a.  m.  the 
guns  opened  fire,  first  with  shell,  and  then  with  shrapnel  upon  the 
blockhouse,  from  which  an  ineffective  infantry  fire  was  returned  for  a 
few  moments.  During  this  time  the  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Colonel 
Moore,  moved  to  the  right  and  front  across  the  Coamo  River,  and  then 
advanced  north  along  the  Bauos  road,  with  instructions  to  move  upon 
the  town  by  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  The  main  body  of  the  Second 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  Colonel  Born,  advanced  along  the  main  road  from 
the  west  toward  the  same  objective,  the  gap  in  the  center  of  the  infantry 
line  being  covered  by  the  artillery  in  its  first  and  second  position  until 
it  was  finally  closed  by  the  advance  of  the  two  regiments  along  con- 
verging roads. 

From  the  opening  of  the  artillery  fire  I  witnessed,  and  so  far  as  it 
was  necessary,  directed  these  movements  from  my  position  upon  a  hill 
some  300  or  400  yards  to  the  right  of  Captain  Anderson's  battery. 
While  the  Third  Wisconsin  was  getting  into  position,  I  directed  Major 
Maglcr  to  conduct  Captain  Clayton's  troop,  which  was  then  awaiting 
orders  in  the  main  road  to  the  left  of  the  battery,  to  the  extreme  right, 
crossing  the  Coamo  River  in  rear  of  Colonel  Moore's  position,  and  to 
get  possession  of  the  Santa  Isabel  road.  This  being  done,  I  ordered 
him  to  proceed  down  the  road  to  Los  Banos,  and  drive  from  that  place 
any  of  the  enemy  that  he  might  encounter ;  then  to  return  to  protect  the 
right  flank  of  the  line,  and,  at  the  proper  moment,  to  reach  the  town 
by  the  main  road,  or,  if  found  practicable  and  desirable,  to  turn  the 
town  on  the  east.  About  the  time  the  cavalry  reached  the  Banos  road 
I  ordered  Captain  Anderson's  artillery  to  move  to  a  bald  ridge  about 
1,000  yards  to  his  front  and  slightly  to  his  right,  from  which  place  the 
town  of  Coamo  was  visible  at  a  distance  of  about  2  miles. 

At  8  o'clock  sharp  volleys  in  the  rear  of  the  town  indicated  that 
Colonel  Hulings,  with  his  regiment,  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  had 
completed  the  turning  movement  and  engaged  the  enemy.  The  move- 
ment of  the  main  body  making  the  front  attack  was  then  hastened  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  One  battalion  of  the  Second  Wisconsin,  which  bad 
been  formed  upon  the  main  road,  for  the  purpose  of  more  rapid  move- 
ment, found  its  advance  stopped  by  a  destroyed  bridge  and  impassable 
gorge,  and  therefore  lost  some  time  in  seeking  a  practicable  crossing. 
The  blockhouse  upon  the  Banos  road  had  been  set  on  fire  by  the 
artillery  about  fifteen  minutes  after  the  action  began,  and  the  Span- 
iards occupying  it  had,  a  few  minutes  thereafter,  retired  toward  the 
town,  thus  removing  all  opposition  to  the  advance  of  the  Third  Wis- 
consin northward  along  the  Banos  road. 

The  line  of  advance  of  the  two  regiments  brought  them  together  in 
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the  vicinity  of  the  ford  by  which  the  Baiios  road  crosses  the  Coamo 
River,  about  IJ  miles  south  of  the  junction  of  these  two  roads.  From 
this  point  the  command  making  the  direct  attack  moved  rapidly  upon 
the  town,  finding  the  intrenchments  deserted  by  the  enemy  and 
encountering  no  opposition.  These  two  regiments  entered  the  town  at 
about  9.40  a.  m.  It  was  preceded  in  this  movement  by  Captain  Clay- 
ton's troop,  which,  having  found  Los  Bancs  abandoned  by  a  small 
body  of  Spaniards  previously  garrisoning  it,  had  returned  and  passed 
in  advance  of  the  infantry  right.  The  entire  brunt  of  the  action  had 
fallen  upon  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania. 

At  4.30  p.  m.  of  the  day  preceding  this  regiment  began  its  flanking 
movement  over  a  trail  running  north  and  leaving  the  main  road  at  a 
point  about  4  miles  southwest  of  Coamo.  It  marched  to  a  point  north- 
west of  the  town,  and  then,  changing  direction  to  the  northeast,  crossed 
into  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Coamo  Eiver.  After  a  most  arduous  march, 
the  regiment,  at  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  reached  the  divide 
overlooking  the  Coamo  Eiver  at  a  point  some  distance  farther  to  the 
north  than  it  was  intended  to  be  at  that  hour.  Moving  to  the  south  by 
a  very  difficult  path  the  regiment  crossed  the  divide  and  had  halted  for 
a  moment,  when  it  heard  the  first  shots  fired  in  the  front  attack  upon 
the  town.  Rushing  forward,  the  head  of  the  column  reached  a  plateau 
from  which  could  be  seen  the  main  road  leading  from  Coamo  to  Aibo- 
nito,  but  separated  from  it  by  the  Cuyon  River.  Captain  Burns's  com- 
pany, C,  was  thrown  forward  to  seize  the  road;  but  it  soon  appeared 
that  the  Spaniards,  covered  bj'  the  trees  and  ditches  along  the  road, 
occupied  the  position  too  strongly  for  it  to  be  carried  by  an  advance  in 
this  direction.  As  the  companies  of  the  first  battalion  came  up  in  single 
file  they  were  formed  in  open  order  along  two  benches,  one  slightly 
above,  the  other  somewhat  below,  the  level  of  the  road,  and  both  directly 
facing  it.  From  this  position  the  battalion  oi)ened  fire,  while  the  second 
battalion,  which  at  first  had  been  formed  on  a  hill  to  the  right  rear,  was 
moved  to  the  left  and  took  a  position  from  which  it  enfiladed  the  road. 
This  movement  promptly  terminated  the  action,  which  had  lasted  about 
one  hour.  The  Spaniards  on  the  road,  by  waving  hats  and  handker- 
chiefs, indicated  their  intention  to  surrender.  Major  Windsor,  with  a 
small  party,  crossed  over,  caused  them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  received 
them  as  prisoners,  and  marched  them  through  the  town  to  the  camp 
occupied  by  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  the  night  before. 

The  casualties  in  this  action  on  our  side  (all  of  which  occurred  in  the 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania)  are  the  following:  Private  Whittlock,  Com- 
pany C,  wounded  in  left  hip;  Private  Frank,  Company  0,  right  thigh 
fractured;  Private  Lubold,  Company  I,  elbow  fractured;  Private  Logan, 
Company  I,  flesh  wound  in  arm;  Corporal  Barnes,  Company  E,  shot 
through  abdomen ;  Private  JoUey,  Company  P,  flesh  wound  in  arm. 

Upon  the  Spanish  side,  two  officers,  one  of  them  the  Spanish  com- 
mandant, and  4  privates  were  killed,  and  an  estimated  number  of 
between  30  and  40  wounded.  Only  the  more  seriously  wounded  fell 
into  our  hands,  the  others  being  concealed  in  the  houses  of  friends  in 
the  town  and  vicinity.  Five  Spanish  officers  and  162  men,  with  their 
arms,  were  taken  prisoners. 

It  was  evident  that  the  Spanish  garrison  began  its  retreat  at  the 
opening  of  the  direct  attack.  The  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  had  cut  off 
a  part  of  their  column,  the  remainder  being  well  advanced  on  the  main 
road  to  Aibonito. 

A  few  moments  after  the  close  of  the  affair  Captain  Clayton's  troop 
(C),  accompanied  by  Major  Flagler,  of  my  staff,  moved  through  the  town 
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and  closely  pursued  the  enemy  to  prevent  them  from  destroying  the 
bridges.  There  are  numerous  bridges  and  culverts  on  this  road 
spanning  deep  gorges  in  the  mountain  sides,  and  their  destruction 
would  have  very  seriously  impeded  our  further  advance.  In  prevent- 
ing this  and  in  pushing  our  advance  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
enemy's  position  at  El  Peuon  and  Asomante,  in  front  of  Aibonito,  the 
troop  rendered  most  valuable  service.  The  enemy  had  made  incom- 
plete preparations  to  blow  up  a  number  of  the  bridges,  but  the  rapid 
advance  of  Captain  Clayton's  troop  prevented  their  success  except  In 
one  instance.  The  arch  of  a  single-span  bridge  over  a  deep  ravine  was 
destroyed  just  before  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  This  was  at  a  point 
about  4  miles  from  Coamo,  and  the  short  delay  thereby  occasioned 
enabled  me  to  overtake  the  troop,  which  I  desired  to  use  in  making  a 
personal  reconnoissauce  of  the  enemy's  position.  At  a  point  about  5  J 
miles  from  Coamo  the  advance  of  the  troop  was  stopped  by  the  fire  of 
the  batteries  on  El  Penon  and  Asomanti  Hill.  I  directed  it  to  take 
position  here  as  an  outpost  until  it  could  be  relieved  by  the  infantry. 

The  enemy's  position  for  the  defense  of  Aibonito,  as  was  evident 
from  the  inspection  of  it  that  I  could  then  make,  and  confirmed  by 
reconnoissances  during  the  10th  and  11th,  was  one  of  unusual  natural 
strength.  The  military  road  leading  up  from  Coamo  runs  for  about  4 
miles  in  a  direction  a  little  east  of  north  on  the  left  bank  of  the  canon 
of  the  Coamo  Eiver;  thence  it  runs  northeast  to  Aibonito.  Upon  its 
left  is  the  main  divide  of  the  mountain  chain  crossing  the  island  from 
east  to  west.  Aibonito  is  situated  in  a  pocket  in  the  hills  on  the  north- 
ern slope.  About  2J  miles  northwest  of  the  town  and  on  the  main 
divide  is  the  Asomante  Hill  and  El  Penon,  constituting  a  position  of  great 
natural  strength.  Upon  the  summit  of  El  Penon  and  Asomanti  bat- 
teries had  been  erected,  and  on  the  slope  below  them  infantry  intrench- 
ments,  completely  sweeping  the  highway  with  a  plunging  fire  for 
several  miles. 

Prom  the  point  where  this  position  comes  in  sight  to  one  moving  up 
the  steep  grade  of  the  military  road  the  latter,  except  for  very  short 
distances  at  a  few  points,  was  swept  by  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. The  two  points  from  which  artillery  could  be  brought  to  bear  on 
our  side  were  respectively  about  1,200  and  800  feet  below  the  Spanish 
batteries  and  completely  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  Deep  and  precip- 
itous ravines  were  encountered  the  moment  one  left  the  road,  and  the 
exposure  of  the  latter  evidently  made  a  direct  attack  impracticable 
without  very  great  loss. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  I  moved  my  headquarters  camp  to  a  point 
on  the  river  north  of  and  immediately  outside  the  town  of  Coamo. 
General  Ernst's  brigade  encamped  along  the  valley  in  advance,  its  out- 
posts about  5 J  miles  to  the  front,  with  pickets  well  out  on  all  approaches 
and  both  flanks. 

Careful  reconnoissances  of  all  approaches  having  been  made  on  the 
10th  and  11th,  under  direction  of  Colonel  Biddle,  I  decided  that  it  was 
practicable  to  again  turn  the  enemy  by  his  right,  moving  the  main  body 
of  the  brigade  to  Barranquitas,  and  thence  to  Aibonito  via  Honduras, 
or  to  Cayei  via  Comerio  and  Cidra,  or  to  Las  Cruces,  on  the  main  high- 
way to  San  Juan,  as  circumstances  might  determine,  and  leaving  one 
battalion  to  hold  the  line  then  occupied  by  our  outposts  in  front  of 
Aibonito.  I  therefore  directed  General  Ernst  to  be  prepared  to  move 
Ms  troops  on  the  Barranquitas  trail  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th.  Meanwhile,  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  the  enemy's  attention 
from  this  movement  and  still  further  developing  his  position,,!  ordered 
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an  artillery  reconnoissance  to  be  made  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  12th 
instant.  Accordingly,  Captain  Potts's  light  battery,  F,  Third  United 
States  Artillery,  advanced  from  its  camp  at  Coamo,  and  four  guns  came 
into  position  on  the  reverse  side  of  a  low  ridge  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
at  a  range  of  2,150  yards  from  the  batteries  on  Asomanti  and  about 
1,200  feet  below  them.  One  piece,  subsequently  joined  by  an  additional 
gun,  was  placed  by  Major  Lancaster  on  the  road  some  distance  farther 
to  the  front. 

The  guns  opened  fire  at  1.25  p.  m.  and  at  2.15  the  enemy's  guns  were 
silenced,  and  the  infantry  were  apparently  driven  from  their  trenches. 
They  returned,  however,  as  soon  as  our  flre  slackened — the  ammuni- 
tion being  nearly  exhausted — and  opened  a  well-aimed,  fire.  Lieuten- 
ant Hains,  Third  Artillery,  was  seriously  wounded  by  a  rifle  bullet 
which  passed  through  his  body  from  side  to  side  below  the  arms.  Capt. 
F.  T.  Lee,  Company  F,  Third  Wisconsin,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
right  arm.  Corp.  Oscar  Swanson,  CompanyL,  Third  Wisconsin,  was 
killed  by  a  bursting  shell.  The  same  shell  also  wounded  Private  Fred 
Vought  mortally ;  Corp.  August  Yank,  left  arm ;  Private  George  J. 
Bunce,  chest,  all  of  the  Third  Wisconsin.  Private  Delos  Sizer,  also  of 
the  Third  Wisconsin,  received  a  bullet  wound  in  the  left  leg. 

In  this  action  the  grave  disadvantage  of  smoke  powder  was  very 
api)areut.  Every  gunshot  from  our  side  brought  heavy  and  well-aimed 
volleys  from  the  enemy,  while  the  latter's  infantry  position  was  at  all 
times  a  matter  of  uncertainty  and  conjecture. 

Further  advance  toward  San  Juan  on  this  line  required  the  dislodg- 
ment  of  the  enemy  from  this  position.  Before  beginning  the  turning 
movement  I  decided  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  enemy,  demanding 
the  surrender  of  the  place.  I  was  influenced  in  this  by  the  belief  that 
the  rumors  universally  current  in  the  public  press  as  to  the  near  com- 
pletion of  peace  negotiations,  and  of  which  it  was  possible  that  the 
Spanish  officers  at  San  Juan  were  not  informed,  had  some  foundation. 
In  the  event  of  a  refusal  to  surrender,  and  in  the  absence  of  official 
information  from  proper  authority,  I  had  no  course  but  to  continue  my 
advance. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bliss,  of  my  staff,  who  carried  the  flag,  was  informed 
that  my  demand  would  be  telegraphed  to  the  Captain-General  at  San 
Juan,  and  that  his  reply  might  make  it  necessary  to  send  an  officer  to 
confer  with  me.  I  accordingly  sent  an  officer  at  6  a.  m.  to  the  Spanish 
lines,  who  received  the  reply  telegraphed  by  the  Captain-General.  This 
was  a  curt  refusal  to  surrender,  though  from  its  terms  I  suspect  that 
General  Macias  was  well  informed  as  to  the  progress  of  peace  negotia- 
tions. Pending  the  receipt  of  this  reply,  I  suspended  General  Ernst's 
movement  for  a  few  hours.  It  was  about  to  be  resumed  when  I  received 
from  Major-General  Miles  the  telegraphic  orders  of  the  President  sus- 
pending all  future  operations  against  the  enemy. 

For  their  conduct  in  this  affair  and  all  the  movements  leading  to  it 
I  desire  to  especially  commend  Brig.  Gen.  Oswald  H.  Ernst,  command- 
ing the  First  Brigade  of  my  division;  Col.  Willis  J.  Hulings,  of  the 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  Lieut.  Palmer  E.  Pierce,  Sixth  United 
States  Infantry,  of  General  Ernst's  staff".  Lieutenant  Pierce's  unre- 
mitted work  as  reconnoitering  officer  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Biddle, 
and  often  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  was  of  great  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  the  plans  by  which  Coamo  and  the  greater  part  of  its 
garrison  were  captured.  The  successful  accomplishment  of  this  plan 
was  due  to  the  zealous  cooperation  of  General  Ernst  and  to  the  energy 
and  skill  with  which  Colonel  Hulings  and  his  officers  led  his  regiment 
in  a  night  march,  under  exceptionally  difficult  circumstances,  to  the 
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excellent  disposition  which  he  made  of  his  troops  and  the  promptness 
and  vigor  of  his  attack.  i-       i-    i-oo 

During  these  operations  only  the  First  Brigade  of  my  division  was 
under  my  immediate  command.  I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of 
the  excellent  quality  of  the  troops  which  compose  it.  Colonel  Hulings 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania;  Colonel  Moore,  Third  Wisconsin,  and  Colonei 
Born,  Second  Wisconsin,  under  the  brigade  commander.  General  Ernst, 
by  their  untiring  devotion  to  duty  have  brought  their  regiments  to  the 
highest  degree  of  efficiency  in  drill,  while  their  excellent  conduct  iu 
camp,  on  the  march,  and  under  fire  testifies  to  their  general  good  dis 
cipline. 

During  the  brief  campaign  of  Porto  Rico  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
oflBcers  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  division  staff,  all  of  whom  rendered  most 
valuable  services.  Lieut.  Col.  Tasker  H.  Bliss,  chief  commissary  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  acting  chief  of  staff,  has  been  with  me  from  tUe  2d  of  June, 
and  has  shown  himself  to  be  aa  active  and  able  officer,  and  a  most 
efficientorganizer  of  volunteer  troops,  fully  up  to  the  requirements  of 
any  position  to  which  he  might  be  called. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Biddle,  chief  engineer  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  joined  me 
at  Camp  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  on  the  2d  day  of  June,  and  has 
been  constantly  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  department,  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  volunteer  officers,  and,  since  landing  iu  Porto  Eico,  in  reconnoiter- 
ing  the  enemy's  positions,  exploring  and  mapping  the  country  through 
which  it  might  be  necessary  to  advance,  and  especially  in  leading  the 
troops  in  the  turning  movement  against  Coamo,  during  which  he  dis- 
played great  activity,  endurance,  and  courage. 

Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  A.  Hill,  judge- advocate,  has  shown  himself  to 
be  a  careful,  studious,  and  competent  officer  in  his  own  department, 
and  since  the  day  of  our  landing  at  the  port  of  Ponce  has  rendered 
service  of  great  value  as  collector  of  the  customs  at  that  place. 

Maj.  Clement  A.  P.  Flagler,  U.  S.  Volunteer  Engineers,  captain,  U.  S. 
Corps  of  Engineers,  joined  me  at  Camp  Thomas  on  the  25th  day  of  May, 
1898,  and  was  at  once  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  instructor  of  volunteer 
staff  officers,  in  which  capacity,  as  well  as  in  the  selection  of  camps  and 
in  the  performance  of  various  other  duties  connected  with  outfitting 
and  preparing  transports  for  the  proper  transportation  of  troops,  he 
rendered  most  valuable  services.  After  disembarkation  at  Ponce  he 
displayed  great  activity  and  intelligence  in  reconnoitering  the  enemy's 
positions  and  exploring  the  country,  and  especially  in  placing  our 
advance  guards  and  pickets. 

Maj.  John  McG.  Woodbury,  TI.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  surgeon,  joined 
me  immediately  after  my  arrival  at  Camp  Thomas  and  entered  at  once 
upon  his  duties  as  the  principal  medical  officer  upon  my  staff.  He  dis- 
played unusual  activity  and  intelligence  in  the  sanitary  arrangement 
of  the  camps,  in  the  care  of  the  sick,  and  in  the  prevention  of  disease. 
At  Charleston  he  rendered  very  unusual  and  valuable  service^in  outfit- 
ting and  preparing  the  U.  S.  transport  Rita  for  sea.  After  our  arrival 
in  Porto  Eico  he  was  appointed  sanitary  inspector  of  the  city  and  dis- 
trict of  Ponce,  and  organized  boards  of  health  and  took  effective  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  development  of  disease  among  the  troops  and  peo- 
ple of  the  island.  He  was  active  in  his  attention  to  the  wounded  under 
Are  at  Coamo  and  near  Aibonito,  and  has  shown  courage,  capacity,  endur- 
ance, and  adaptability  of  a  high  order  in  the  performance  of  every  duty 
which  has  fallen  to  his  lot. 

Capt.  Augustus  P.  Gardner,  assistant  adjutant-general,  has  been 
with  me  from  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Camp  Thomas,  and  has  shown 
from  the  first  unusual  aptitude  for  the  duties  of  an  adjutant-general. 
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In  addition,  he  has  lost  no  opportunity  to  serve  with  the  troops  in  the 
field.  In  the  turning  movement  against  Ooamo  he  accompanied  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Biddle,  with  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  displayed 
the  highest  courage  and  coolness  under  the  close  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Maj.  Louis  A.  Craig,  assistant  adjutant- general  (captain  Sixth  United 
States  Cavalry),  is  an  officer  of  great  experience  and  ability.  His  long 
service  in  the  Regular  Army  rendered  him  particularly  useful  in  the 
administration  and  command  of  a  division  of  volunteers  and  justly 
entitles  him  to  the  future  favor  of  the  War  Department. 

Maj.  H.  H.  Carleton,  inspector-general;  Maj.  Eli  D.  Hoyle,  assistant 
inspector-general  and  chief  ordnance  officer  (first  lieutenant,  United 
States  Second  Artillery);  Maj.  James  O.  Varnedoe,  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence,  and  Maj.  Clayton  Parkhill,  chief  surgeon,  have  dis- 
charged their  various  and  exacting  duties  with  marked  ability  and 
fidelity. 

Capt.  William  B.  Allison,  jr.,  assistant  adjutant-general  and  provost- 
marshal;  Capt.  John  0.  Breckinridge,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Capt. 
William  H.  Lamar,  chief  signal  officer,  having  discharged  their  duties 
to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  having  shown  themselves  to  be  in  every 
way  worthy  of  the  uniform  they  wore — steady,  faithful,  capable,  and 
gallant,  they  could  not  have  failed  to  win  fame  for  themselves  had  the 
war  continued  for  even  a  few  months  longer. 

To  my  aids  de-camp,  Maj.  Campbell  E.  McMichael,  Capt.  Erskine 
Hewitt,  Capt.  Osman  Latrobe,  First  Lieut.  John  W.  Black,  and  Second 
Lieut.  Edward  M.  Fullington,  and  First  Lieut.  Fred  S.  Titus,  acting 
assistant  quartermaster  and  ordnance  officer,  I  am  under  the  greatest 
personal  obligation.  Each  of  those  gentlemen  has  shown  himself  to  be 
active,  intelligent,  alert,  and  untiring  in  the  work  assigned  to  him. 

It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  add  that  although  the  officers  of 
my  staff  were  called  mostly  from  civil  life,  several  of  them  without  any 
military  training  whatever  until  they  reported  to  me,  they  have,  without 
exception,  shown  themselves  to  be  gentlemen  of  the  highest  character, 
intelligent  and  courageous,  admirably  adapted  to  military  life,  and  sure, 
with  suitable  opportunity,  to  win  distinction  in  the  service  of  their 
country. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Eepublic  has  lost  nothing  in  the  quality  of  its 
manhood  during  its  thirty-five  years  of  peace. 

I  inclose  herewith  topographical  sketch  showing  routes  followed  by 
the  troops  during  the  campaign.  Also  the  reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  O.  H. 
Ernst,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps; 
Col.  Willis  J.  Hulings,  commanding  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry;  Lieut.  Col.  John  Biddle,  chief  engineer;  Maj.  J.M.Lancaster, 
Fourth  Artillery,  commanding  Light  Artillery  Battalion ;  Capt.  B.  T. 
Clayton,  commanding  Troop  C,  New  York  Cavalry;  Capt.  E.  D. Potts, 
commanding  Light  Battery  F,  Third  Artillery,  and  Capt.  H.  R.  Ander- 
son, Light  Battery  B,  Fourth  Artillery. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  H.  Wilson, 

Major- General  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Light  Artillery  Battalion, 

In  Camp  near  Coamo,  Porto  Rico,  August  IS,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

x  .^PJ  }  ^Y^  *^®  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Ijignt  Artillery  Battalion  commanded  by  me. 
The  battalion,  consisting  of  Light  Battery  C,  Third  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  M.  CaliflE; 
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Light  iBattery  F^  TMrd  Artillery,  Capt.  E.  D.  Potts;  Light  Batterj-  B,  Fourth 
Artillery  Capt.  H.  R.  Anderson;  Light  Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery,  Capt.  F.  Thorpe 
arrived  at  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  on  August  1, 1898.  •"      f  v  > 

Light  Batteries  D,  Fifth  Artillery,  and  C,  Third  Artillery,  were  detached  on 
August  7  to  accompany  Bngadier-General  Schwan's  division.  The  remainder  of 
the  command  marched  on  August  7,  en  route  to  San  Juan,  to  a  point  near  Guaya- 
millo,  where  It  camped.  On  August  8  it  marched  to  a  point  on  the  military  road 
fropi  Ponce  to  ban  Juan  about  3  miles  south  of  Coamo,  where  it  camped 

On  August  9, 1898,  at  about  6.45  a.  m. ,  two  platoons  of  Captain  Anderson's  Light 
BattCTyB,  Fourth  Artillery,  under  Second  Lieuts.  Brooke  Payne,  Fifth  Artillery, 
and  W.  S.  Guigna,rd,  Fourth  Artillery,  engaged  the  enemy,  who  occupied  a  block- 
house near  the  military  road,  about  3  miles  south  of  Coamo.  After  twenty-five 
minutes'  firing  this  blockhouse  was  set  on  fire  and  fifteen  minutes  later  firing  was 
ceased,  the  enemy  having  retired  toward  Coamo.  At  about  8  a.  m.  those  two 
platoons  fired  three  rounds  at  the  town  of  Coamo  without  visible  effect.  The 
entire  command  camped  that  evening  about  one-half  mile  beyond  Coamo,  having 
marched  22  miles  from  Ponce.  On  August  12, 1898,  at  1.20  p.  m.,  five  guns  of 
Captain  Potts's  Light  Battery  F,  Third  Artillery,  with  First  Lieut.  J.  P.  Hains, 
Second  Lieuts.  E.  P.  O'Hern  and  L.  M.  Bass,  Third  Artillery,  and  69  men,  engaged 
the  enemy,  who  was  strongly  intrenched  on  Assomanti  Hill,  near  Aibonito,  with 
a  strong  earthwork  on  El  Penon,  containing  a  battery  of  three  fieldpieces.  After 
forty-five  minutes'  firing  the  enemy's  infantry  was  driven  from  its  intrenchments 
and  his  guns  silenced.  Fifteen  minutes  later  the  engagement  was  resumed  by 
both  sides,  the  enemy  appearing  in  much  larger  force,  he  having,  in  my  opinion, 
about  200  men  during  the  first  part  of  the  engagement  and  about  400  in  the  second 
part. 

Firing  was  kept  up  by  Captain  Potts's  guns  until  about  3.45  p.  m. ,  when,  having 
used  up  all  the  ammunition,  they  were  directed  to  retire.  During  the  latter  part 
of  the  engagement  the  enemy  kept  up  an  incessant  and  dangerous  volley  firing. 

About  3.30  p.  m.  First  Lieut.  J.  P.  Hains,  Third  Artillery,  was  seriously  wounded 
by  a  rifle  bullet  in  the  right  side. 

Four  of  Capt.  Potts's  guns  were  placed  in  the  field  near  the  first  turn  of  the 
road  beyond  Caminero  No.  10,  and  I  moved  forward  with  Lieutenant  O'Hem's 
piece  and  placed  it  in  position  at  the  ninetieth  kilometer  stone.  Afterwards  I 
sent  for  one  additional  piece  and  placed  that  in  position  about  100  yards  farther 
up  the  road.  This  piece  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Hains  when  he  was 
wounded.  The  ranges  at  which  these  piecea  were  fired  were  from  2,000  to  2,200 
yards,  and  they  were  fired  at  elevations  above  them  of  from  900  to  1,200  feet. 
The  firing  seemed  to  be  accurate  and  the  pieces,  with  two  exceptions,  acted  well. 
The  oflficers  and  men  all  behaved  well  during  these  two  engagements,  but  I  desire 
especially  to  call  attention  to  the  conduct  during  the  engagement  of  August  13  of 
Sergt.  John  Long,  Light  Battery  F,  Third  Artillery,  who,  under  heavy  fire,  carried 
Lieutenant  Hains  in  his  arms  from  the  place  where  he  was  wounded  to  a  point  on 
the  road  where  medical  assistance  was  first  found. 

On  August  12,  Second  Lieut.  M.  C.  Buckey,  Fifth  Artillery,  commanding  a 
detachment  of  Battery  B,  Fifth  Artillery  (1  ofiBcer,  51  men,  4  3.6-inch  mortars,  2 
Sims-Dudley  pneumatic  dynamite  guns),  joined  the  command  in  camp  near 
Coamo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  Capt.  R.  D.  Potts's  and  Lieutenant  O'Hem's 
reports  upon  the  engagement  of  August  12, 1898,  and  Captain  Anderson's  report 
upon  the  engagement  of  August  9,  1898. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  M.  Lancaster, 

Major,  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Light  Battery  B,  Fourth  Artillery, 
Camp  Coamo,  Porto  Rico,  August  19, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

lAght  Artillery  Brigade,  Camp  at  Coamo,  Porto  Rico. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  verbal  orders  given  me 
on  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant,  I  left  camp  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of 
the  9th,  and  reported  to  General  Ernst  with  four  guns  of  my  battery.  I  received 
orders  from  General  Ernst  to  take  my  guns  down  the  main  road  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  from  his  camp,  select  a  position,  and  open  fire  upon  a  Spanish 
blockhouse  which  was  situated  upon  a  slope  to  the  west  and  south  of  a  large  sugar 
house. 

I  placed  my  guns  in  position  in  an  open  field,  and  waited  for  orders  to  open  fire. 
At  6.40  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  fire.    The  small  party  of  Spaniards  in  the  block- 
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house  returned  my  fire  after  my  first  or  second  shot.  This  they  kept  up  for  five 
minutes  without  efEect.  As  soon  as  I  had  proved  the  range— on  the  fifth  shot— 
and  ordered  shrapnel  fire,  the  enemy  was  seen  to  leave  the  vicinity  of  the  block- 
house. I  continued  the  fire  for  practice  for  forty  minutes.  Shell  after  shell 
repeatedly  struck  the  blockhouse,  and  the  practice  of  shrapnel  was  very  satisfac- 
tory. The  blockhouse  was  set  on  fire  by  a  shell  and  completely  destroyed.  Lieu- 
tenants Payne  and  Guignard  were  in  charge  of  the  guns.  Both  officers  and  men 
did  their  duty  well.  The  fire  of  the  Spaniards  was  so  wild  that  I  hardly  realized 
that  we  were  under  the  fire  of  an  enemy. 

At  8  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  on  a  high,  bald  ridge  overlooking 
the  village  of  Coamo,  which  was  some  Si-  miles  distant.  At  about  9  a.  m.  I  was 
ordered  by  Major  Heyl,  of  General  Wilson's  stafif ,  to  throw  a  couple  of  shells  into 
the  town.  I  fired  three  shots  for  obtaining  the  range,  but  before  I  had  determined 
it  or  reached  the  town  I  was  ordered  to  cease  firing  and  move  forward. 

In  the  first  position  my  battery  fired  38  shell  and  28  shrapnel;  in  the  second  posi- 
tion 3  shells  were  fired,  making  a  total  of  69  rounds. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  L.  Anderson, 
Captain,  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Battery  P. 


Light  Battery  F,  Third  Artillery, 
Camp  near  Coamo,  Porto  Rico,  August  IS,  1S9S. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Light  Artillery  Battalion. 

Sir:  In  compliance  vsdth  paragraph  267,  Troops  in  Campaign,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  played  by  Light  Battery  P,  Tmrd  Artillery,  in  the 
attack  on  the  outposts  of  the  enemy,  near  Aibonito,  on  the  13th  instant. 

The  pieces  of  the  first  and  second  platoons,  under  Lieutenants  Hains  and 
Bass,  and  the  sixth  piece,  under  Lieutenant  O'Hern,  left  camp  near  Coamo,  Porto 
Rico,  about  10.30  a.  m.,  proceeded  about  five  miles  on  the  main  road  and  found 
the  enemy  strongly  intrenched  on  high  hills  commanding  the  road.  The  two 
platoons  under  my  command  came  into  battery  on  a  ridge  on  the  left  of  the  road 
under  the  fire  of  guns  and  infantry.  The  guns  of  the  enemy  were  in  a  fortified 
position  on  top  of  a  hill,  about  1,200  feet  above  our  level  and  distant  about  2,150 
yards,  vidth  several  intrenchments  occupied  by  infantry  to  the  left  and  two  or 
more  a  short  distance  below  the  crest.  We  opened  fire  at  1.35  p.  m.,  first  on  the 
gun  emplacements  and  later  on  the  infantry  intrenchments.  By  2.15  p.  m.  the 
guns  were  silenced  and  every  man  apparently  driven  from  the  intrenchments,  as 
all  firing  by  the  enemy  ceased  for  one-half  hour  or  more.  The  sixth  piece  was  ^ 
placed  in  position  by  Major  Lancaster,  commanding  battalion,  on  the  main  road  , 
some  distance  above  and  beyond  my  position,  and  I  exercised  no  control  over  it. 
After  silencing  the  enemy,  an  additional  gun,  under  Lieutenant  Hains,  was  sent 
to  report  to  Major  Lancaster  on  the  main  road,  and  my  guns  kept  up  a  slow  fire, 
by  order,  till  the  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  when  the  enemy  returned  in 
much  greater  force  and  occupied  the  woods  and  ravines,  covering  our  entire  front  % 
and  well  to  the  right  and  left  of  our  position.  The  artillery  also  returned  and 
opened  fire.  Using  smokeless  powder,  it  was  impossible  to  determine  the  position 
of  the  infantry  with  certainty,  and  my  last  few  rounds  were  probably  not  very 
effective.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  obtained  the  range  and  his  shooting  was 
greatly  improved,  making  the  positions  occupied  by  all  the  guns  one  of  consider- 
able danger  and  very  trying,  as  the  gunners  could  actually  see  nothing  to  shoot 
at,  and  my  orders  were  to  fire  very  slowly.  The  position  of  the  two  guns  on  the 
main  road  was  especially  exposed,  and  Lieutenant  Hains  was  severely  wounded 
shortly  before  they  were  withdrawn.  The  guns  under  Lieutenant  Bass,  after 
exhausting  their  ammunition,  were  withdrawn  under  a  heavy  fire  from  artillery 
and  infantry,  but  without  casualties,  save  two  horses  wounded.  I  desire  to  com- 
mend Lieutenants  Hains  and  Bass  for  good  conduct  throughout  the  engagement. 
Lieutenant  O'Hern  was  not  under  my  command,  but  I  know  that  he  served  his 
gwa.  well,  and  after  Lieutenant  Hains  was  wounded  extricated  the  platoon  from  a 
very  dangerous  position,  with  the  loss  of  but  one  horse.  Considering  the  6iS.- 1 
culties  of  our  position  and  that  many  of  the  cannoniers  were  recruits  of  but  a  few 
months'  service,  the  conduct  of  the  entire  battery  was  satisfactory  and  the  shooting 
creditable.    Eflfective  strength  engaged,  4  oflflcers  and  69  men.  ' 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

R.  D.  Potts. 
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Camp  of  Light  Battery  F,  Third  Artillery, 

Near  Coamo,  Porto  Rico,  August  18, 1898. 
Adjutant  Light  Artillery  Battalion. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowing  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
detached  piece  of  Light  Battery  F,  Third  Artillery,  under  my  command,  during 
the  attack  upon  the  fortifications  near  Aibonito,  Porto  Rico,  on  the  afternoon  of 
August  12,  1898: 

Upon  arriving  near  the  position  to  be  occupied  by  the  remainder  of  the  battery, 
I  was  ordered  by  the  battery  commander,  Capt.  R.  D.  Potts,  Third  Artillery,  to 
move  one  section  farther  up  the  main  road  and  report  with  it  to  the  battalion  com- 
mander, Maj.  J.  M.  Lancaster,  Fourth  Artillery.  The  enemy  had  already  opened 
fire  -with  both  infantry  and  artillery.  During  this  movement  into  position  one 
of  my  team  horses  was  wounded,  but  not  so  badly  as  to  disable  him.  I  was 
directed  by  the  battalion  commander  to  bring  my  piece  into  action  at  a  bend  in 
the  road  a  few  yards  beyond  the  90-kilometer  -milestone."  This  position  was 
one  affording  a  good  view  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  fortifications.  I  was  directed 
at  2.25  p.  m.  to  open  fire  upon  the  Spanish  artillery. 

This  was  posted  at  the  highest  point  of  a  ridge,  towering  about  1,200  feet  above 
my  position  and  distant  about  2,100  yards.  Lower  down  on  the  mountain  side 
and  extending  off  toward  the  Spanish  left  were  lines  of  rifle  trenches  from  which 
volleys  were  being  fired  at  our  artillery.  About  2.20  p.  m.,  the  Spanish  artillery 
having  been  silenced,  I  was  ordered  to  direct  my  fire  upon  the  line  of  rifie  trenches 
farthest  toward  the  Spanish  left.  Three  well-directed  shots  caused  the  Spanish 
infantry  to  hastily  abandon  these  trenches. 

The  enemy's  fire  having  been  entirely  silenced,  at  about  2.40  p.  m.  I  was 
ordered  to  cease  firing.  At  about  3  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  resume  the  firing  at 
a  slow  rate  of  fire.  Just  at  this  time  1  was  joined  by  Lieut.  J.  P.  Hains  with  one 
of  the  pieces  of  his  platoon.  He  placed  his  piece  a  few  yards  from  mine  and  we 
opened  fire  together.  At  this  time  the  Spanish  lines  again  opened  fire,  and  it  was 
reported  to  us  that  Spanish  infantry  occupied  a  banana  grove  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  distant  800  or  900  yards,  and  were  firing  volleys  from  that  position. 
Soon  after  opening  fire  upon  this  position.  Lieutenant  Hains  was  badly  wounded 
and  carried  to  the  rear.  I  then  assumed  command  of  his  gun  in  addition  to  my 
own.    I  was  soon  ordered  to  cease  firing. 

After  an  interval  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  I  received  further  orders  to  expend 
the  remainder  of  my  ammunition  and  then  retire.  I  thereupon  reopened  fire  with 
both  guns.  As  I  did  so  the  Spanish  artillery  reopened  fire  also.  As  the  remainder 
of  my  battery  had  already  withdrawn,  the  fire  of  the  entire  Spanish  force  was 
concentrated  upon  my  two  pieces.  After  having  fired  several  rounds  I  deemed  it 
best  to  withdraw  with  six  or  seven  rounds  still  unexpended.  The  withdrawal 
was  successfully  made  along  an  exposed  road  under  a  heavy  fire. 

During  this  withdrawal  one  of  my  team  horses  was  slightly  wounded  and  another 
one  mortally  so. 

I  wish  to  especially  mention  the  coolness  and  accuracy  with  which  Corporal 
Daly,  the  gunner  of  the  fifth  section,  served  and  pointed  Ms  piece. 
Very  respectfully, 

Edward  P.  O'Hern, 
Second  Lieutenant,  TJiird  Artillery. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Corps, 

Coamo,  August  18,  1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  First  Corps,  Coamo,  Porto  Rico. 

Slr:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  major-general  commanding  the 
division,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  in  detail  of  the  operations  around 
Coamo,  as  far  as  came  under  my  observation  and  control,  together  with  the 
names  of  such  officers  and  men  as  to  my  personal  knowledge  showed  especial 
ability,  zeal,  and  courage. 

The  reports  of  spies  had  shown  that  the  enemy  had  occupied  in  considerable 
force  the  hills  surrounding  Aibonito,  with  an  advance  guard  at  Coamo,  some  10 
miles  to  the  southwest.     This  guard  was  supposed  to  be  of  fi-om  300  to  400  men. 

Reconnoissances  made  by  Lieut.  P.  E.  Pierce,  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  General  Ernst's 
staff,  with  armed  detachments  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania;  by  Maj.  C.  A. 
Flagler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  by  myself  showed  that  the  oncosts  of  the 
Spaniards  were  at  a  small  blockhouse  3  miles  southwest  of  Coamo.     A  ridge 
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near  the  same  point  gave  a  good  point  of  cover  -which  swept  the  road  in  front. 
Cavalry  videttes  were  also  seen,  and  a  peak  near  to  and  north  of  Coamo  gave  a 
good  point  of  observation  for  the  enemy's  outlook  over  all  the  surrounding 
country. 

It  was  stated  by  spies  that  a  bridge  had  been  destroyed  on  the  main  road  and 
breastworks  built  across  the  road  at  several  points.  This  was  afterwards  found 
to  be  the  case.  Orders  were  therefore  given  by  the  major-general  commanding 
the  division  to  turn  the  position,  combining  with  an  artillery  attack  in  front. 
The  object  was  to  drive  the  enemy  back  and  then  take  as  many  prisoners  as  pos- 
sible. Eeconnoissances  were  made  on  both  sides  by  Major  Flagler,  Lieutenant 
Pierce,  and  myself.  It  developed  that  on  the  right  or  south  any  turning  move- 
ment would  be  unsatisfactory,  as,  on  account  of  topograhy,  as  shown  on  maps 
and  observed  by  reconnoissance,  it  would  be  necessary  either  to  go  in  so  close  as 
to  risk  detection  by  the  Spaniards,  or  so  far  that  It  would  take  a  march  of  several 
days.  Besides,  this  would  leave  unguarded  several  paths  to  the  north,  by  which 
fugitives  could  escape.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  go  around  toward  our  left 
and  to  the  north. 

On  August  8  Lieutenant  Pierce  and  myself  located  a  trail  which  seemed  prac- 
ticable. It  started  about  4  miles  to  the  southwest  of  Coamo,  led  north  to  a  point 
northwesterly  of  the  town,  then  northeasterly  to  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Coamo 
Eiver.  We  did  not  go  farther  than  the  ridge  overlooking  this  valley,  on  account 
of  danger  of  capture  by  the  outposts. 

About  4.30  on  the  evening  of  August  8  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  started; 
out  from  its  camp.  About  dark  it  went  into  bivouac.  The  trail  up  to  that  point 
had  been  out  of  sight  of  the  Spanish  outlook.  The  camping  ground  was  on  tlie 
farther  side  of  a  ridge,  across  which  the  trail  led  for  half  a  mile  or  so  in  full  view 
of  the  Spanish  sentinels.  Themoon,at  its  last  quarter,  rose  at  11.30.  Theweather 
was  clear.  At  12.30  Captain  Gardner,  of  the  division  staff,  myself,  and  a  pioneer 
detachment  of  a  dozen  men,  started  out  to  clear  the  trail.  At  a  point  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  out,  and  where  a  considerable  trail  crossed  the  one  we  were 
following,  I  roused  up  a  guide  whom  I  had  used  in  the  morning,  and  who  turned 
out  a  very  good  man.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  on  I  sent  an  ofiflcer  and  cor- 
poral back  to  the  bivouac  to  lead  the  regiment  to  this  place,  where  I  expected 
to  meet  them.  I  considered  it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  go  on  with  the  pio- 
neer detachment.  The  main  point  where  work  of  clearing  was  necessary  was  at 
3  miles  from  the  bivouac,  where  a  path  had  to  be  cut  through  a  thorn  patch  for 
about  75  yards.  Just  as  this  was  completed,  near  to  4  o'clock  a.  m. ,  the  corporal 
who  had  gone  with  the  oflcer  to  guide  the  regiment  came  to  me  with  the  state- 
ment that  the  officer  had  mistaken  the  path  and  not  found  the  troops.  I  rode  back 
to  the  bivouac  as  fast  as  I  could  in  the  darkness,  reaching  there  at  4.30.  The 
guide  had  finally  found  his  way,  and  the  regiment  was  coming  over  the  ridge  as 
I  arrived  there.    It  had  been  planned  to  have  the  movement  start  at  about  3. 

The  troops  marched  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  reached  the  divide  overlooking 
the  valley  of  the  Coamo,  and  2  to  3  miles  from  the  final  position,  at  7  a.  m.  This 
was  the  hour  set  for  the  artillery  fire  to  begin.  Through  an  error  of  the  signal 
department  it  was  not  possible  to  send  back  word  to  delay  the  firing.  Colonel 
Hulings  and  myself  went  to  a  high  point  overlooking  the  valley  and  decided  that 
it  would  be  best  to  march  down  the  valley  to  a  jjoint  near  the  town,  cross  over 
the  ridge  to  a  position  commanding  the  exits,  and  if  possible  seize  the  main  high* 
way  to  Aibonito.  The  troops  marched  over  the  ridge  down  into  the  valley, 
and  being  somewhat  tired  it  was  determined  to  stop  on  the  river,  get  some 
water,  and  rest.  About  this  time  the  sound  of  cannon  was  heard  and  everybody 
rushed  on,  regardless  of  fatigue  and  thirst. 

The  road  turned  out  much  worse  than  had  been  suspected — ^the  creeks  flowing 
in  deep  ravines  and  the  ridges,  even  near  their  ends,  several  hundred  feet  high 
and  rough.  On  reaching  a  plateau  on  the  point  separated  from  the  main  high- 
way by  the  Cuy6n  Eiver  people  were  seen  on  the  road.  As  the  artillery  fire  was 
still  going  on  I  thought  it  was  probably  citizens,  and  I  suggested  to  Colonel' 
Hulings  to  allow  a  company  to  cross  over  and  seize  the  main  road,  at  the  same 
time  placing  a  detachment  on  the  bench,  or  plateau,  facing  the  road,  to  protect 
the  attack.  This  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Hulings,  to  be  done  under  my  guid- 
ance, and  Company  C,  Captain  Burns,  was  sent  forward.  As  the  leading  officen 
appeared  in  view  of  the  enemy  on  the  bench  below  the  detachment  they  were 
fired  on  by  a  volley  of  some  twelve  soldiers,  at  a  distance  of  300  or  400  yard^ 
This  was  followed  by  other  firings  along  the  line  of  the  road.  An  advance  being 
impracticable  without  unnecessary  loss  of  life,  the  companies  placed  themselves 
in  position  and  began  firing.  As  the  troops  came  up  from  the  rear  they  were 
formed  as  skirmishers  and  brought  up  to  the  firing  line. 
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_  The  First  Battalion  was  formed  mostly  on  two  benches  of  gi-ound  directly  fac- 
ing the  road.  The  upper  bench  was  somewhat  above  the  road,  and  offered  good 
shelter  and  good  position  for  fire.  The  lower  bench  was  SO  feet  lower,  a  little 
below  the  road  and  inferior  to  the  other.  The  Spaniards  were  strung  along  the 
highway,  protected  by  the  trees  and  ditch.  As  they  moved  along  the  road  they 
were  exposed  at  various  points.  A  hill  sloped  up  behind  the  road,  and  the  Cuy6n 
Elver,  m  a  ravine,  flowed  between  the  opposed  forces. 

The  Second  Battalion  formed  first  on  a  hill  to  the  right  rear,  from  which  posi- 
tion it  silenced  some  enemy's  fire  on  the  right.  It  then,  according  to  the  colonel's 
statement,  moved  to  the  left  of  the  First  Battalion,  taking  a  position  whence  it 
could  enfilade  the  road.  This  action  and  the  killing  of  the  commander  caused 
the  surrender  of  the  Spaniards  at  the  time  it  took  place. 

The  First  Battalion,  with  which  I  remained,  kept  the  enemy  engaged  in  front, 
firing  at  all  who  showed  themselves.  After  a  certain  time,  said  by  Colonel 
Hulings  to  be  an  hour,  the  Spaniards  divided  into  three  groups,  ceased  firing, 
and  began  waving  hats  and  handkerchiefs.  Leaving  a  detachment  on  the  upper 
bench  to  cover  them.  Major  Windsor,  with  a  few  officers  and  a  small  squad  of 
men,  crossed  over,  received  the  prisoners,  had  them  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
inarched  them  ofE.  After  this  had  been  done  I  rode  down  to  the  bridge  and  met 
the  other  troops  coming  through  town. 

Major  Flagler,  with  0  Troop,  of  Brooklyn,  Captain  Clayton  commanding,  had 
at  the  beginning  of  the  artillery  fire  ridden  around  by  Bancs,  finding  that  some 
of  the  enemy's  forces  had  left  there  about  half  an  hour  previously.  The  troops 
then  rode  through  the  village  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  with  the  especial  object  of 
preventing  destruction  of  bridges.  At  a  point  5  miles  from  Coamo  they  were 
stopped  by  the  batteries  on  the  Assomanti  ridge.  One  bridge  had  already  been 
destroyed,  but  the  arrival  of  these  troops  undoubtedly  prevented  the  destruction 
of  two  others.    Our  outposts  were  established  at  the  point  reached  by  the  cavaliy. 

On  the  subsequent  day  reconnaissances  were  resumed  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
roads  to  turn  the  enemy's  position  and  locate  the  trenches.  Major  Flagler,  accom- 
panied by  Captain  Latrobe,  of  the  division  staff,  reconnoitered  to  the  east  as  far 
as  the  Salinas  trail,  displaying  themselves,  under  orders,  to  the  enemy's  outlooks 
with  an  armed  escort. 

Lieutenant  Pierce  and  myself  scouted  to  the  east  with  a  single  guide,  and  also 
with  an  armed  escort,  up  over  the  divide  within  a  few  miles  of  Barranquitus  and 
Aibonito.  A  practicable  though  very  difficult  and  steep  trail  was  found  to  the 
west  toward  Barranquitus,  over  which  the  troops  were  to  be  taken,  when  the 
declaration  of  the  armistice  caused  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 

In  all  the  reconnaissances  around  Coamo  and  the  approaches  to  Aibonito  Major 
Flagler  worked  hard,  skillfully,  and  with  dash.  The  same  can  be  said  of  Lieu- 
tenant Pierce.  During  the  engagement  Colonel  Hulings  was  perfectly  cool  and 
collected,  and  the  disposition  of  the  regiment— first  silencing  the  firing  to  the  right 
of  our  Une  and  then  moving  over  to  a  good  position  on  the  left — was  undoubtedly 
the  best  under  the  circumstances. 

Not  being  familiar  with  the  faces  of  many  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Six- 
teenth Pennsylvania,  and  not  having  myself  moved  over  much  of  the  ground 
during  the  firing,  I  can  not  bear  much  personal  witness  to  individual  bravery.  I 
saw  no  one  who  did  not  exhibit  courage,  and  I  remarked  especially  Lieutenant 
Simons,  of  Company  C,  commanding  the  advance  guard,  and  Major  Windsor,  in 
command  of  the  First  BattaUon.  Captain  Gardner,  of  the  division  staff,  appeared 
during  the  engagement  perfectly  cool  and  courageous  and  anxious  to  do  his  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       "  John  Biddlb, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Engineer,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Troop  C  New  York  Voluntbek  Cavalry,  August  18, 1898. 

The  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 
Sir-  In  compliance  vnth  instructions  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 

'ri^^X^^t^-^-^^^'l^-^  \^'  -d  '  consumedin  getting  horses  and 
sunnUes  llnded  from  the  wrecked  MassMshusetts.  August  V  at  7  p.m.  broke  camp 
at  Ponce  Sd  marched  with  1  other  officer  and  83  troopers  and  3  Hospital  Corps 
men  about  6  miles  on  road  to  Juana  Diaz,  taking  ten  days  rations  and  five  days 
forage  on  bullock  carts,  1  officer  and  6  men  having  been  left  mPlaya  Ponce  to 
fiS  u^oading  stores  from  the  Massachusetts.  August  8,  reported  at  headquar- 
tCTS  of  First  Division,  and  assigned  to  camp  near  the  road,  about  3  miles  trom 
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Coamo.  August  9,  had  "boots  and  saddles"  sounded  at  5.30  a.  m.  About  6.30 
a.  m.  received  instructions,  and  moved  witb  70  men  and  1  officer  at  a  trot  up  to 
wliere  the  artillery  were  in  action.  i 

Later — ^I  should  judge  about  8  a.  m. — ^went  under  Major  Flagler's  guidance  byj 
our  right  flank  to  some  bath  houses  about  4  miles  south  of  Coamo.  All  Spaniard^ 
had  fled  when  we  arrived.  After  searching  the  place  we  then  made  a  detour  across 
mountains  to  the  east,  but  found  the  paths  very  rough  and  uncertain.  Beached 
Coamo  as  prisoners  were  being  brought  to  rear  by  infantry.  Proceeded  up  thai 
road  about  half  a  mile;  saw  evidences  of  hurried  flight;  gave  my  horses  a  few 
minutes  to  blow;  sent  back  seven  troopers  with  weak  horses,  then  started  in  pur- 
suit. During  this  pursuit  had  out  advance  guard  and  flankers  where  possible,. 
and  when  not  possible  the  flankers  had  to  go  in  the  road,  but  were  instructed  to 
watch  the  hills  as  much  as  possible.  Had  to  dismount  often  and  proceed  ready  toi 
fight  on  foot,  owing  to  the  great  adaptability  of  road  for  surprises.  I  cautioned' 
my  men,  and  they  were  at  all  times  ready  to  meet  attack  from  any  quarter.  I 
pushed  men  and  horses  to  their  utmost.  Heard  the  Spaniards  in  front  exploding 
bridges,  and  learned  (by  means  of  two  troopers  who  speak  Spanish)  from  the 
natives  that  we  were  very  near  their  rear  guard.  About  5  miles  from  Coamo 
found  one  bridge  almost  totally  destroyed.  Here  I  left  six  men  with  Major  Plag-i 
ler,  the  major-general  having  overtaken  us  and  directed  same.  After  a  few  niin4 
utes  the  pursuit  was  continued  by  the  remainder  of  the  command  until  reaching 
the  point  now  held  as  our  advanced  post,  when  we  were  fired  on  by  a  Spanish  bat- 
tery on  the  highest  of  the  three  points  oif  to  the  left  now  held  by  the  SpaniardsJ 
I  dismounted  about  30  men  to  hold  the  point  and  sent  the  horses  to  a  sheltereM 
place  in  the  rear.  Some  8  or  10  shells  were  fired  by  the  Spanish.  My  men  flreffl 
about  50  shots  from  carbines.  • 

I  immediately  sent  out  scouting  parties  to  investigate  on  both  flanks,  and  sent; 
a  messenger  back  to  report  the  situation  to  the  major-general  commanding,  and! 
prepared  to  hold  the  point  until  reinforced.  At  dusk  a  battalion  of  the  Third  WisJ 
cousin  came  up  to  the  bridge,  and  sent  one  company  to  reenforce  the  advance™ 
point,  and  established  their  reserves  on  a  hill  in  rear  of  the  broken  bridge. 

During  the  night  of  the  9th  signal  fires  were  seen  on  several  peaks.    August'; 
10  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  in  the  morning  with  the  special  view  of  discov-i 
ering  the  paths  leading  to  Aibonito,  and  of  locating  the  positions  of  the  Spanish 
defenses.    At  about  3.30  p.  m.  one  scouting  party  of  5  troopers  and  a  noncom-| 
missioned  officer  was  sent  to  further  investigate  a  path  leading  back  of  the  house| 
near  where  the  main  road  turns  through  the  divide.    Myself  and  one  of  my  ser-' 
geants  had  ridden  down  this  trail  about  half  a  mile  in  the  morning,  but  in  the] 
meantime  the  Spaniards,  in  number  about  50  to  75,  had  slipped  down  on  the  oppo^ 
site  ridge,  under  cover  of   woods.    As  the  corporal  and  squad  approached  t( 
within  400  or  500  yards  of  the  house  fire  was  opened  upon  them  by  this  body  ol 
Spaniards  on  the  left.    My  troop  was  advanced  up  the  road  on  foot  at  double  timej 
were  joined  by  Company  P  of  the  Third  Wisconsin.    We  advanced  around  sev 
eral  turns  in  the  road  by  rushes,  the  men  taking  advantage  of  bushes  on  the  left, 
of  the  road  and  the  ditch  on  the  right.    It  was  then  seen  that  the  road  farther  up^ 
afforded  no  cover,  so  we  now  turned  to  the  right  and  determined  to  proceed  up 
along  the  ridge  of  the  hill  along  a  fence  there  situated,  so  as  to  come  in  close 
range  of  the  Spaniards  without  unnecessary  exposure.    A  squad  of  men  was  leff 
in  the  road  and  a  few  along  the  ridges  as  they  were  severally  occupied.    At  flrsi 
we  could  not  tell  where  the  Spanish  fire  was  coming  from,  but  previous  to  thi 
advance  over  the  hill  men  were  seen  moving  among  the  trees.    Our  fire  was  thei 
concentrated  on  them,  and  before  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill  the  advance  par 
ties  of  the  Spaniards  retreated  to  their  breastworks  on  the  hills  above  their  first 
position.    The  firing  then  gradually  ceased  on  both  sides.    On  August  11  thi 
morning  was  spent  in  scouting.    In  the  afternoon  1  officer  and  13  men,  with  tw( 
days'  rations,  were  left  to  accompany  Major  Plagler  on  a  further  scouting  party 
the  troops  being  ordered  back  to  a  point  near  Coamo.    During  the  various  firin| 
and  other  duties  required  of  the  troops  on  the  9th,  10th,  and  11th,  great  coolnes 
and  determination  was  shown  by  the  troopers.     They  advanced  and  held  thei 
ground  as  directed,  took  advantage  of  available  cover,  fired  only  when  directed 
and  after  sighting  their  pieces  at  the  estimated  range.    At  times  the  Spanish  fir 
was  severe  and  well  directed,  particularly  so  at  two  points  in  the  advance,  bu" 
fortunately  I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

August  12  a  detail  of  25  men,  with  two  days'  rations,  were  sent  out  to  accom 
pany  Major  Biddell  on  a  scouting  tour,  and  on  August  14 1  commissioned  officfl 
and  10  men  went  with  Major  Plagler  and  returned  to-day,  the  18th. 
Respectfully, 

B.  T.  Clayton, 
Captain  Troop  C,  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
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Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 
Camp  near  Coamo,  Porto  Rico,  Augvst  17, 1898. 
Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  First  Corps,  Coamo,  Porto  Pico. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  npon  the  afEair  of  Coamo 
on  the  9th  instant: 

The  main  military  road  from  Ponce  to  San  Jnan,  along  -which  the  brigade  had 
been  advancing,  becomes  qnite  tortuous  before  reaching  Coamo,  but  has  a  gen- 
eral northeasterly  direction  entering  the  town.  About  2  miles  from  Coamo  it  is 
joined  by  the  road  from  Santa  Isabel,  an  excellent  macadamized  highway.  Before 
its  junction  with  the  Santa  Isabel  road  it  crosses,  by  an  arch  masonry,  a  deep 
gorge  with  very  precipitous  sides. 

The  town  lies  upon  a  plateau  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Coamo  Eiver  and  well 
above  its  level,  surrounded  by  high  hills.  It  is  in  the  foothills  of  the  main  ridge 
of  the  island,  and  the  surrounding  country  is  rough.  According  to  the  best  infor- 
mation obtainable  it  was  occupied  by  about  400  Spanish  troops  weU  intrenched, 
and  resistance  was  expected.  A  small  blockhouse  of  corrugated  iron  on  the 
Santa  Isabel  road  was  occupied  by  an  infantry  outpost,  which  had  frequently 
fired  upon  our  reconnoitering  parties.  The  exact  location  of  the  other  defenses 
was  not  known. 

The  neighboring  country  had  been  well  examined  by  Lieut.  Col.  John  Biddle, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  division  commander's  staff,  and  my  aid-de-camp, 
Lieut.  Palmer  E.  Pierce,  Thirteenth  United  States  Infantry.  They  had  discov- 
ered a  trail  practicable  for  infantry,  by  which  a  force  leaving  the  main  road  well 
to  the  southwest  of  Coamo  could,  by  a  wide  detour,  reach  the  road  again  ia  rear 
of  the  town. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  instant  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  (Col- 
onel Hulings)  was  in  camp  at  about  5^  miles  from  Coamo,  a  position  which  it 
had  been  occupying  for  several  days  as  an  advance  post. 

The  main  body  of  the  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry 
(Colonel  Moore) ,  the  Second  Wisconsin  Infantry  (Colonel  Born) ,  Battery  F,  Third 
United  States  Artillery  (Captain  Potts),  and  Battery  B,  Fourth  United  States 
Artillery  (Captain  Anderson) ,  the  two  batteries  being  under  the  command  of 
Maj.  J.  M.  Lancaster,  Fourth  Artillery,  was  in  camp  about  3  miles  nearer  Coamo, 
to  which  camp  it  had  advanced  that  day. 

The  division  commander  was  present  with  the  troops  and  directed  their  move- 
ments. With  a  view  to  capturing  the  garrison,  he  directed  that  one  regiment  be 
sent  by  the  mountain  trail  above  mentioned  to  the  rear  of  the  town,  and  that  the 
front  attack  be  deferred  until  this  regiment  could  reach  its  position. 

The  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  was  selected  for  the  turning  movement. 
It  left  its  camp,  650  strong,  at  4.15  p.  m.  August  8,  and,  under  the  guidance  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Biddle,  marched  6  miles  and  then  went  into  bivouac.  At  6 
a.  m.  August  9  the  two  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  and  four  guns  of  Captain 
Anderson's  battery  left  their  camps  to  take  position  for  the  front  advance  upon 
the  town. 

The  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry,  788  strong,  was  sent  to  the  right,  with  orders  to 
cross  the  Coamo  River  and  advance  on  the  Santa  Isabel  road  until  the  latter 
should  reach  the  river,  then  to  leave  the  road  and  advance  up  the  left  bank  of  the 
river.  While  it  was  moving  to  its  position  fire  was  opened  upon  the  blockhouse 
with  the  four  guns  of  Captain  Anderson's  battery.  A  feeble  infantry  fire  was 
returned  from  the  blockhouse  for  a  few  minutes,  but  it  was  soon  silenced  and  the 
blockhouse  destroyed,  leaving  the  Third  Wisconsin  without  opposition  at  that 
point. 

The  Second  Wisconsin  Infantry,  834  strong,  was  then  formed  for  attack,  with 
oi'ders  to  advance  along  the  main  military  road.  These  movements  were  well 
under  way  when  heavy  infantry  fire  was  heard  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  town, 
indicating  that  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  A 
battalion  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  was  formed  in  column  and  hurried  forward  on 
the  main  road,  with  a  view  to  reaching  the  scene  of  action  more  quickly  than  it 
could  be  done  by  the  advancing  line,  but  it  found  the  bridge  deslroyed  and  the 
gorge  impassable,  and  was  compelled  to  turn  back  and  seek  a  crossing  elsewhere. 
About  this  time  the  sound  of  mfantry  fire  ceased.  The  troops  engaged  in  the 
front  attack  entered  the  town  about  9.40  a.  m.  without  opposition,  finding  all 
intrenchments  deserted.  The  regularity  and  steadiness  of  this  advance  seemed 
to  have  made  an  impression. 

In  the  meantime  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  had  resumed  its  march  at  4.30 
a.  m.  on  the  9th,  being  somewhat  delayed  in,  starting  by  a  guide  losing  his  way. 
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After  an  extremely  arduous  march,  of  7  miles,  they  reached  the  road  at  which 
they  were  aiming  at  about  8  a.  m.,  and  found  the  Spanish  forces  in  full  retreat. 
They  immediately  attacked  the  enemy  in  flank,  but  the  latter,  finding  excellent 
intrenchments  in  the  ditches  bordering  the  road,  made  a  stout  resistance.  It  was 
not  until  after  a  sharp  engagement  of  an  hour,  and  the  death  of  their  command- 
ing ofiS.cer,  that  the  enemy  surrendered. 

The  casualties  on  our  side  were  7  enlisted  men  wounded — none  of  them  fatally. 
On  the  Spanish  side  3  oflftcers  and  4  men  were  killed  and  a  number  wounded — 
estimated  at  30.  The  exact  figures  as  to  the  enemy's  wounded  can  not  be  given, 
for  the  reason  that  only  those  very  badly  injured  fell  into  our  hands,  those  who 
could  move  having  concealed  themselves  in  the  houses  of  their  friends  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  number  of  prisoners  captured  was  5  ofiBcers  and  163  enlisted 
men,  all  with  their  arms. 

This  neat  result  is  due:  (1)  To  the  excellent  plan  of  the  division  commander; 
(8)  to  the  daring  and  skillful  reconnoitering  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Biddle  and 
Lieutenant  Pierce,  frequently  under  fire;  (3)  to  the  fortitude  on  the  march  and 
steadiness  under  fire  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  (4)  to  the  impressive 
advance  of  the  main  body  of  the  brigade  in  front.  Every  portion  of  the  brigade 
behaved  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner,  though  the  brunt  of  the  affair  fell  upon 
the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania. 

The  report  of  Colonel  Hulings,  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  is  herewith 
transmitted.  I  invite  attention  to  the  names  especially  mentioned  by  him,  and  in 
addition  thereto  I  beg  leave  to  name  Colonel  Hulings  himself.  As  an  example 
and  inspiration  to  his  men,  he  dismounted  from  his  horse  and  made  the  long 
mountain  march  on  foot,  and  conducted  himself  with  great  coolness  under  fire. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  H.  Ernst, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


COAMO,  August  10,  1898. 
Capt.  Douglas  Settle, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  orders  from  G-eneral  Ernst, 
the  Sixteenth  Regiment,  at  4.15  p.  m.,  August  8,  leaving:  behind  all  baggage,  the 
sick,  and  a  camp  guard,  proceeded,  650  strong,  from  its  camp  near  Juan  Diaz, 
under  the  guidance  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Biddle,  and  accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Wagner,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  to  make  a  flank  movement  to  the  right  and  rear  of 
the  Spanish  forces  posted  at  Coamo.  Leaving  the  pike  about  1^  miles  beyond  our 
camp,  a  trail  leading  northerly  through  the  mountains  was  followed  for  about 
5  miles,  where  we  bivouacked  until  3.15  a.  m.  August  9.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Biddle,  accompanied  by  Captain  Gardner,  having  notified  me  that  he  would  be 
ready  to  guide  me  at  3  a.  m.,  I  waited  until  4.30  a.  m.,  but  could  get  no  word  of 
him;  finally,  I  determined  to  proceed  on  my  own  account,  and  had  already  given 
orders  to  do  so  when  Captain  Gardner  returned,  explaining  that  he  had  been  lost. 

Proceeding  hastily  in  single  file  over  the  difficult  trail,  the  valley  of  the  Rio  de 
Coamo  was  reached  about  7  a.  m.,  3  miles  northwest  of  Coamo.  What  seemed 
to  be  volley  firing  from  the  Spanish  defenses  in  front  of  Coamo  quickened  our 
pace  over  an  exceedingly  difiBcult  country,  broken  by  numerous  deep  and  precipi- 
tous gorges  running  at  right  angles  to  our  line  of  march.  Upon  reaching  the 
Rio  de  Coamo,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Biddle  told  me  that  the  country  ahead  was 
entirely  new  to  him,  but  we  agreed  on  a  course  through  from  the  point  of  observa- 
tion. It  was  impossible  to  perceive  the  difficulty  of  the  route,  but  we  pressed  on 
with  all  speed,  the  line  stretching  out  in  single  file  as  the  speed  increased  for  1^ 
miles.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Biddle,  who  was  in  advance  of  the  advance  party, 
rushed  back  to  me  and  said  if  I  would  give  him  40  men  he  could  take  the  road 
leading  to  Aibonito. 

Company  C,  which  had  been  formed,  was  ordered  forward  in  two  parties — ^the 
first,  of  about  40  men,  under  Captain  Burns,  and  the  second,  of  13  men,  under 
Lieutenant  Boraird.  They  advanced  about  100  yards  and  drew  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  in  volleys  from  the  turnpike  in  their  front,  as  well  as  from  a  party  on  their 
right.  The  enemy  were  very  strongly  posted  in  the  ditch  bordering  the  Aibonito 
road,  while  we  were  practically  in  the  open.  As  fast  as  the  troops  came  up  they 
were  hastened  forward — Company  A  on  left  of  Company  C,  Company  H  on  right 
of  Company  C,  but  a  little  to  the  rear  and  on  higher  ground.    Company  I,  on  the 
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left,  found  themselves  in  a  very  exposed  position,  and  vs^ere  moved  back  to  better 
cover,  whicli  they  held  during  the  skirmish. 

The  Second  Battalion,  under  command  of  Major  Reed,  at  first  had  orders  to 
proceed  along  the  ridge  between  the  Rio  Coamo  and  the  Aibonito  road.  In  doing 
so  his  command  was  exposed  on  the  high  ground  to  the  Spanish  fire  from  the 
Aibonito  road,  as  well  as  from  the  road  on  the  Coamo  River,  where  the  casualties 
to  his  command  occurred.  After  driving  the  enemy  from  their  post  along  the 
river  his  battalion  was  ordered  to  the  left  to  turn  the  enemy's  flank  and  obtain 
an  enfilading  fire  down  the  Aibonito  road.  As  soon  as  they  secured  position  the 
enemy  gave  up  the  fight,  after  quite  a  lively  action  lasting  one  hour  and  five 
minutes.  One  major,  1  captain,  3  lieutenants,  and  162  enlisted  men,  with  their 
arms  and  equipments,  surrendered.  Several  horses  were  killed  and  some  pack 
animals  and  stores  were  captured.     The  of&cer  commanding  the  Spanish  forces, 

besides  Captain and  4  enlisted  men,  were  killed,  and  about  40  enlisted  men 

are  reported  wounded. 

Our  losses  are  Private  "Whittlock,  Company  C,  wounded  in  left  hip;  Private 
Frank,  Company  C,  fractured  right  thigh;  Private  Lubold,  Company  I,  fractured 
elbow;  Private  Logan,  Company  I,  flesh  wound  in  arm;  Corporal  Barnes,  Com- 
pany E,  shot  through  abdomen;  Private  JoUey,  Company  F,  flesh  wound  in  arm. 

The  march  was  a  fine  exhibition  of  stamina  and  endurance.  The  behavior  of 
offlcers  and  men  deserves  much  commendation.  Although  the  forced  march  was 
very  exhausting,  the  men  responded  to  commands  with  great  steadiness  and  alac- 
rity, and  acquitted  themselves  in  their  first  action  with  much  coolness  and 
determination. 

Respectfully,  yours,  "Willis  J.  Hulings, 

Colonel. 


REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  WHEELER,  COMMANDING  CAVALRY 
DIVISION,  TJ.  S.  VOLUNTEERS. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 
Gamp  Wilcoff,  Montauk  Point,  L.  I.,  September  26, 1898. 

The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  108,  dated  War  Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  28, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  for  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
"specifying  the  nature  of  my  duties  during  that  period,  the  dates  of 
my  assignments,  and  the  authority  by  which  I  was  assigned." 

During  the  first  week  in  August  the  cavalry  division  under  my  com- 
mand was  encamped  near  El  Caney,  about  5  miles  north  of  Santiago. 
Pursuant  to  the  instructions  from  the  commanding  general,  these  troops 
were  embarked  upon  transports  Gate  City,  Matteawan,  and  Miami  to  be 
transported  to  Montauk  Point.  I  embarked  on  the  last-named  steamep 
and  sailed  on  August  8,  reaching  Montauk  Point  August  15. 

I  proceeded  to  Washington,  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  Secretary 
ot  War,  which  were  in  these  words : 

******* 

On  the  17th  I  received  verbal  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  President  to  return  to  Montauk  Point  and  take  command  of 
the  troops  at  that  place  and  those  that  were  to  arrive  from  Santiago. 
Before  the  arrival  of  any  troops  Montauk  Point  was  a  barren  pastur- 
age, with  no  buildings  whatever  in  which  troops  could  be  quartered  or 
stores  sheltered. 
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I  give  below  a  statement  of  the  number  of  troops  ■which  arrived  at 
this  place  from  Santiago. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  troops  whicb,  arrived  at  Montauk  Point  during  the  thirty  days 
from  August  IS  to  September  IS,  1898;  also  the  number  sick  on  dale  of  arrival,  number 
of  deaths  on  voyage,  and  condition  of  the  vessel  on  the  date  of  arrival. 


Name  of  vessel. 


Date  of 
arrival. 


Troops  or  Number 
board.         sick. 


Deaths  on 
voyage. 


Oondition  of 

vessel. 


Gate  City , 

Vigilancia 

St.  Louis 

Miami 

St.  Paul 

Grande  Duchesse 

Matteawan 

Seneca  

Comanche 

Mobile 

Rio  Grande 

Breakwater 

Olivette 

City  of  Macon 

Mortua 

Leona 

Resolute 

Badger 

Arcadia 

Gale 

Mohawk 

Harvard 

D.H.Miller 

Yucatan 

Hudson 

Catania 

Santiago 

Prairie 

Minnewaska 

Specialist 

San  Marcus 

Berlin 

Panther 

Alleghany 

Mexico 

City  of  "Washington. 

Berkshire 

Orizaba 

Nueces 

Unionist 

Roumanian 

Missouri 

Saratoga 

Vigilancia 


Aug.  13 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  18 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  22 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  25 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  26 
Aug.  28 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  31 
Aug.  31 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept.    _ 
Sept.  10 
Sept.  11 
Sept.  13 


551 

699 

872 

680 

1,113 

1,143 

527 

416 

488 

1,600 

636 

345 

275 

462 

312 

528 

688 

186 

185 

1,069 

1,199 

670 

376 

486 

514 

401 

489 

214 

816 

118 

397 

886 

106 

480 

62 

4 

348 

24 

385 

86 

600 

249 

312 

224 


41 
21 
24 
34 
89 

224 
70 
73 

114 

300 
30 
SO 

192 
92 
20 

104 
61 
82 
27 

178 

130 
33 
20 

110 
95 
60 

124 
99 
49 
20 
5 

150 
15 

145 


0 
28 
0 
100 
249 
28 
70 


Not  infected. 

Do. 
Infected. 
Not  infected. 

Do. 
Infected. 
Not  infected. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Total. 


22,  221 


In  addition  to  the  soldiers  arriving  from  Santiago,  some  8,000  were 
brought  to  this  point  from  Tampa,  Fort  McPherson  Barracks,  and  other 
recruiting  stations,  making  the  total  number  of  soldiers  brought  here 
in  thirty  days  about  30,000  men. 

Tents  were  erected  and  hospitals  were  constructed  from  plank  and 
canvas  sufiQcient  to  care  for  between  3,000  and  4,000  sick. 

While  only  3,252  were  reported  sick  when  the  ships  landed,  the  great 
bulk  of  the  troops  that  were  at  Santiago  were  by  no  means  well,  and  many 
of  them,  fully  5,000  or  6,000,  developed  sickness  after  their  arrival. 

The  physicians  recommended  a  change  of  diet  for  the  entire  command 
as  essential  to  their  prompt  restoration  to  health,  and  with  their  aid  I 
prepared  a  list  of  articles  such  as  they  recommended  to  be  furnished 
the  soldiers  in  addition  to  their  regular  rations.  I  immediately  ordered 
these  articles  by  telegraph,  and  after  some  delay  they  were  received, 
the  first  invoice  reaching  Montauk  Point  on  August  22, 
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The  quantity  and  description  of  the  extra  articles  of  food  is  as  follows : 
Halibut,  2,100  pounds;  lima  beans,  47,947  pounds;  ice,  379,350  pounds; 
evaporated  apples, 21,000  pounds;  cans  apples,  6,120;  evaporated  apri- 
eots,  15,000  pounds;  butter,  20,964  pounds;  green  corn,  14,400  cans; 
cocoa,  1,080  pounds ;  crackers,  3,990  pounds ;  sugar -cured  hams,  21,000 
pounds;  evaporated  cream,  28,800  cans;  oatmeal,  23,040  pounds ;  cans 
peaches,  14,856;  evaporated  peaches,  18,125  pounds;  cans  pears,  12,000; 
cans  peas,  14,400;  prunes,  10,500  pounds;  soups,  19,104  cans;  pickles, 
5,296  gallons;  lemons,  150  boxes;  oranges,  300  boxes;  eggs,  53,070 
dozen;  tea,  250  pounds;  fresh  milk,  28,630  gallons. 

For  building  frames  for  hospitals  and  floors  to  tents,  etc.,  we  hauled 
1,494  loads  of  lumber,  each  containing  about  1,000  feet.  The  total 
amount  of  lumber  accounted  for  as  delivered  to  the  depot  up  to  Sep- 
tember 10  was  1,446,326  feet. 

In  order  to  supply  the  camp  with  water,  wells  were  dug,  and  62,545 
feet,  or  12  mUes,  of  pipe  were  laid.    On  these  lines  there  were  178  faucets. 

Late  in  August  fears  were  entertained  that  the  purity  of  the  water 
would  not  be  maintained,  and  to  obviate  this  difficulty  a  filtering  plant 
was  erected  at  the  cost  of  $7,000. 

The  entire  number  of  deaths  up  to  this  date,  including  those  who  died 
on  shipboard  and  were  brought  ashore  for  burial,  was  263.  This  is  a 
very  low  death  rate  when  we  consider  that  it  is  the  rate  for  some  30,000 
men,  nearly  all  of  whom  had  been  subjected  to  the  malarial  climate  of 
Cuba. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  of  these  soldiers  had  come  from  a 
yellow-fever  country,  and  most  of  them  either  directly  from  yellow- 
fever  camps  or  their  immediate  vicinity.  When  we  consider  the  appre- 
hension which  was  felt  and  expressed  throughout  the  country  at  the 
announcement  that  this  large  body  of  soldiers  who  had  been  exposed 
to  yellow  fever  were  to  land  in  this  country,  and  when  we  consider  that 
there  was  not  a  spread  of  one  single  case  outside  of  the  ships  or 
camps,  we  should  feel  very  grateful  for  so  fortunate  an  outcome.  This 
was  accomplished  by  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  care  on  the  part  of 
the  officials.  Every  ship  was  carefully  inspected  immediately  upon  its 
arrival,  and  all  the  passengers  were  placed  in  detention  camps  and  hos- 
pitals under  strict  quarantine.  As  a  further  prevention,  disinfecting 
plants  were  established  at  the  pier  and  also  in  connection  with  the 
hospital  where  the  sick  were  entered  in  the  first  instance,  and,  to  keep 
everything  isolated  which  was  in  any  way  connected  with  the  sick,  a 
steam  laundry  plant  was  erected  sufficient  to  do  laundry  work  for  hos- 
pitals containing  5,000  patients. 

Last,  but  by  UD  means  least,  I  desire  to  express  the  gratitude  which 
every  officer  and  soldier  of  this  camp  feels  for  the  most  bounteous  gen- 
erosity of  the  people.  Steamboat  loads  and  carloads  of  luxuries  of 
every  kind  were  donated  with  a  lavish  hand.  The  hospitals  of  our 
leading  cities  were  thrown  open  and  shelter,  medical  care,  and  nursing 
freely  offered  to  our  sick  soldiers,  and  very  many  ladies  left  their  luxu- 
rious homes  and  hastened  to  our  camps,  tendering  their  services  to 
nurse  the  sick.  This  beautiful  exhibition  of  sympathy  and  devotion  on 
the  part  of  the  people  most  strikingly  supplemented  the  exhibition  of 
fortitude  and  courage  which  was  displayed  by  our  soldiers  in  their  cam- 
paign under  the  torrid  suns  and  fever-stricken  land  of  Cuba. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  Jos.  Wheeler, 

Major-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 
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GENERAL  HENRY'S  REPORT, 
operations  in  porto  rico. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Division, 

In  Camp  at  Utuado,  Porto  Bico,  August  19, 1898. 
Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Fort  Fence,  Forto  Bico. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  division  since  leaving  Ponce. 

On  the  6th  instant,  pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the  commanding 
general,  Brig.  Gen.  T.  Schwan,  with  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  consist- 
ing of  the  Eleventh  Infantry;  Troop  A,  Fifth  Cavalry;  one  battery 
light  artillery  and  two  companies  of  the  Nineteenth  Infantry,  moved 
from  Ponce  via  Yauco,  Sabana  Grande,  and  San  German  to  Mayaguez, 
whence  he  was  expected  to  proceed  to  Lares  and  Arecibo,  at  the  latter 
place  to  be  joined  by  the  balance  of  his  brigade  and  unite  with  the 
division.  The  reports  of  the  operations  of  this  brigade  have  been  made 
direct  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  and  will  not  be  included  in 
this  report,  as  it  has  been  impracticable  to  get  direct  communication 
with  General  Schwan.  I  am  informed,  however,  as  the  result  of  his 
fight  at  Mayaguez,  that  45  wounded  Spanish  soldiers  are  now  in  the 
hospital  at  Arecibo. 

Pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  with  General 
Garretson's  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  and  Sixth  Massachusetts  I 
started  on  the  8th  instant  via  Adjuntas  and  Utuado  for  Arecibo, 
where  I  expected  to  have  been  joined  by  Schwan's  brigade,  after  having 
effected  the  capture  of  all  the  Spanish  troops  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  island.  The  failure  to  accomplish  this  before  the  order  to  suspend 
hostilities  was  due  to  the  inability  of  the  inexperienced  and  unseasoned 
troops  of  Garretson's  brigade  to  perform  the  work  which  I  expected 
from  them  and  to  the  dependence  upon  ox- cart  transportation  over 
roads  whose  grades  will  only  admit  of  packs.  As  it  was,  my  purpose 
would  have  been  accomplished  in  a  few  more  days. 

On  the  13th  instant  the  Spanish  force  had  been  located  as  follows : 
At  Lares,  600  regular  infantry,  a  mountain  battery,  small  detachment 
of  cavalry,  and  about  100  volunteers;  at  Arecibo,  150  regular  infantry, 
with  the  addition  of  a  few  volunteers.  At  Utuado  I  had  two  battalions 
Sixth  Massachusetts,  one  battalion  Nineteenth  Infantry,  and  a  small 
detachment  of  cavalry,  and  expected  to  be  joined  the  next  day  by 
General  Garretson  and  the  remainder  of  his  brigade.  Arecibo  would 
have  been  taken  the  14th,  thus  cutting  the  Spanish  line  of  retreat  to 
San  Juan.  The  capture  of  their  remaining  force  at  Lares  was  then 
but  a  question  of  a  short  time. 

I  can  not  but  refer  to  what  could  have  been  accomplished  by  the  use 
of  cavalry  in  this  part  of  the  campaign.  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that 
a  regiment  of  regular  cavalry  with  a  Hotchkiss  battery,  operating  over 
the  line  traversed  by  me,  and  in  conjunction  with  Schwan's  command, 
could  have  captured  or  dispersed  every  Spanish  command,  and  opened 
every  seaside  town  in  the  western  portion  of  the  island  between  Ponce 
and  Arecibo,  if  not  to  Dorado,  by  the  13th  instant.  It  is  understood 
that  their  use  was  recommended  by  the  commanding  general,  and  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  they  were  not  given  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate 
their  ability  and  absolute  necessity  in  this  theater  of  operations. 

As  to  the  details  of  the  progress  to  this  place,  I  have  the  honor  to 
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state  that,  leaving  Ponce  the  8th  instant,  the  first  camp  was  made  at 
Hacienda  Florida,  9  miles  out  on  the  road  to  Adjuntas,  the  men  strag- 
gling very  badly,  especially  in  the  Sixth  Illinois,  the  last  ones  coming 
in  after  dark,  the  warm  day  and  new  shoes  being  the  alleged  cause. 
It  was  9  o'clock  before  the  carts  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  were  gotten 
into  camp,  and  it  was  only  accomplished  by  doubling  teams.  The  carts 
of  the  Sixth  Illinois  could  not  be  gotten  up  until  the  next  day.  These 
carts  carried  only  the  extra  ammunition  and  rations,  all  baggage  being 
reduced  to  the  lowest  limit  possible,  including  tentage,  the  men  being 
in  shelter  tents. 

On  the  9th  I  moved  with  my  headquarters  to  Adjuntas,  telling  Gen- 
eral Garretson  to  make  the  best  speed  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
On  the  10th  his  brigade  reached  Adjuntas;  his  baggage  not  getting  in 
until  the  11th,  and  only  then  with  the  assistance  of  the  pack  train. 

The  12th  was  spent  in  the  readjustment  of  baggage,  preparatory  to 
moving  to  TJtuado,  and  in  inspection  of  the  men's  equipment. 

On  the  12th  the  battalion  of  the  linneteenth  Infantry  was  assembled 
at  Utuado. 

On  the  13th,  with  my  headquarters  and  two  battalions  of  the  Sixth 
Massachusets,  I  moved  to  Utuado,  and  there  received  the  order  to  dis- 
continue hostilities. 

Troop  B,  Second  Cavalry,  Captain  Hoppin,  reported  to  me  on  the 
14th,  and  on  the  161,h  General  Garretson  joined  with  the  remainder  of 
his  brigade. 

Since  the  9th  instant  the  troops  have  been  exposed  to  almost  constant 
rain.  This  spot  is  the  only  one  between  here  and  Ponce  where  it  opens 
out  sufficiently  for  a  camp,  but  the  ground  is  thoroughly  soaked,  and  in 
a  few  hours  a  camp  has  the  appearance  of  a  mud  puddle.  Under  such 
conditions  the  best  canvas  shelter  does  not  afford  adequate  protection, 
nor  has  it  been  practicable  to  get  tents,  for  the  pack  train  has  been 
busy  bringing  in  rations,  and  this  will  keep  them  employed  for  several 
days  to  come.  I  have  put  the  regular  battalion — three  companies  of 
which  had  43  cases  of  dysentery — and  the  cavalry  in  buildings  in  town, 
and  such  shelter  should  be  provided  for  General  Garretson's  brigade. 
Their  sick  report  has  more  than  doubled  in  three  days,  due  to  exposure. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  divided  this  brigade,  putting  one  regiment 
in  buildings  at  Lares  and  one  at  Utuado,  thus  providing  shelter  and 
opening  communication  with  General  Schwan  at  Mayaguez  (which 
place  might  be  used  as  a  base  of  supplies),  but  this  has  been  stopped 
by  your  order  of  this  date. 

As  Lares  had  been  abandoiied  by  the  Spanish  commander  in  the 
presence  of  our  troops  in  the  town,  I  considered  our  occupation  of  it 
justifiable  and  in  no  sense  a  violation  of  the  truce,  and  the  presence  of 
troops  would  seem  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  preserve  peace  between 
the  inhabitants  there.  The  road  which  is  being  constructed  by  General 
Stone  from  here  to  Adjuntas  will  never  be  practicable  for  wagons  at 
this  season,  for,  while  open  one  day,  it  is  washed  out  the  next. 
Very  respectfully, 

Guy  V.  Henry, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division, 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Division, 

Utuado,  Porto  Eico,  August  21, 1898. 
Ad  JUT  ANT- General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Port  Ponce,  Porto  Bico. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing supplemental  report  covering  the  operations  of  the  division  from 
landing  in  the  island  till  leaving  Ponce,  the  operations  since  leaving 
Ponce  having  been  reported  upon  the  19th  instant. 

The  division  was  formed  pursuant  to  Special  Field  Orders  Fo.  4, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  on  board  U.  S.  S.  Yale,  July  24,  1898,  and 
composed  of  Garretson's  brigade  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  and  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts; and,  for  the  Second  Brigade,  four  batteries  of  light  artillery, 
a  provisional  battalion  of  regular  infantry,  and  a  battery  of  siege  artil- 
lery, under  command  of  Major  Lancaster,  Fourth  Artillery.  These 
were  all  the  available  troops  of  the  line  under  the  Major-General  Com- 
manding, and  had  sailed  with  him  from  Guantanamo,  Cuba. 

Landing  was  effected  at  Guanica,  Porto  Eico,  the  morning  of  July  24, 
as  provided  for  by  circular  1,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  on  board 
U.  S.  S.  Yale,  July  23, 1898.  There  was  little  or  no  opposition  to  the 
landing.  Troops  were  landed  promptly,  and  the  stores  during  the  next 
four  days. 

On  the  morning  of  July  26,  General  Garretson,  with  a  portion  of  his 
brigade,  at  Guanica,  attacked  the  enemy,  who  were  driven  back  with 
a  loss  to  our  side  of  4  wounded.  This  action  has  already  been  fully 
reported  upon  by  General  Garretson,  so  further  reference  here  is  not 
considered  necessary. 

By  letter  of  July  27, 1898,  the  Major-General  Commanding  intrusted 
to  me  the  command  of  troops  at  Guanica,  with  instructions  to  move  to 
the  west  side  of  the  city  of  Ponce,  acting,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  con- 
junction with  the  command  of  Major-General  Wilson,  this,  however, 
being  left  to  my  judgment. 

On  July  28  the  town  of  Yauco  was  occupied  by  a  detachment  from 
General  Garretson's  brigade;  they  met  with  a  cordial  reception  from 
the  inhabitants. 

On  July  30  a  general  advance  was  made  of  the  division  to  Tauco, 
the  news  of  the  capitulation  of  Ponce  to  the  Commanding  General  hav- 
ing been  received  in  the  meanwhile.  On  July  31  the  division  marched 
to  Tallaboa,  and  on  August  1  reached  Ponce  and  went  into  camp, 
ground  being  designated  by  a  staff  officer  of  Major-General  Wilson. 
While  at  Ponce  General  Wilson  assumed  control  of  the  division  as  a 
part  of  his  immediate  command. 

The  march  from  Guanica  to  Ponce  demonstrated  a  lax  state  of  dis- 
cipline in  the  troops  of  General  Garretson's  brigade,  so  at  Tallaboa 
while  en  route  I  called  upon  him  for  a  report  of  officers  who  had  demon- 
strated their  inefficiency.  This  action  resulted  in  the  resignation  at 
Ponce  of  several  officers  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  who  had  been 
ordered  before  a  board  to  inquire  into  their  efficiency.  Since  then  the 
state  of  discipline  in  this  particular  regiment  has  much  improved. 

While  in  camp  at  Ponce  the  Second  Brigade  was  detached  and 
broken  up,  and  General  Schwan's  brigade  of  the  Eleventh  and  Nine- 
teenth Infantry  was  attached  as  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  division. 

The  division  remained  in  camp  at  Ponce  until  the  movements  already 
reported  upon  were  inaugurated. 
Very  respectfully, 

Guy  V.  Henry, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  TJ.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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GENERAL  SCHWAN'S  REPORT. 

operations  in  porto  rico. 

Headquarters  Independent  Brigade  (Eegulars), 

Mayaguez,  Porto  Eico,  August  21, 1898. 
Gen.  J.  G.  Gilmore, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

Sir  :  On  August  6  the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  directed 
me  to  organize  at  Tauco  an  expedition  consisting  of  the  Eleventh 
Infantry,  Colonel  De  Eussy;  light  batteries  C,  Third,  and  D,  Fifth 
Artillery,  Captain  Thorpe,  and  Troop  A,  Fifth  Cavalry,  Captain 
Macomb.  The  expedition  was  to  proceed  to  Savana  Grande,  San  Ger- 
man, Mayaguez,  and  thence  to  Lares  and  Arecibo.  My  orders  were  to 
drive  out  or  capture  all  Spanish  troops  in  western  Porto  Eico  and  to 
accomplish  this  object  as  rapidly  as  possible,  without,  however,  over- 
tasking my  command  or  omitting  any  necessary  precautions  against 
surprise  or  ambush. 

The  approximate  strength  present  for  duty,  exclusive  of  brigade  head- 
quarters, was:  Eleventh  Infantry,  26  officers  and  1,100  men;  artillery 
battalion,  7  ofiScers  and  200  men ;  cavalry  troop,  2  officers  and  78  men ; 
ambulance  corps,  1  officer  and  33  men.  Total  commissioned,  36;  total 
enlisted,  1,411;  aggregate,  1,447.  A  party  of  well-mounted  natives, 
numbering  at  various  times  from  6  to  11  men,  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion as  scouts.  Under  their  chief,  a  Porto  Eican  named  Lugo  Vina, 
who  proved  to  be  a  man  of  character  and  force,  they  rendered  and  are 
still  rendering  valuable  service. 

My  immediate  objective  being  Mayaguez,  a  seaport  of  considerable 
importance,  with  a  population  of  about  22,000,  all  necessary  measures 
were  taken  soon  after  my  arrival  at  Yauco  to  obtain  reliable  informa- 
tion respecting  the  strength  of  the  Spanish  garrison  and  the  nature 
and  location  of  the  defensive  works  said  to  be  there.  It  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  Spanish  force  aggregated  1,362,  all  regulars  except  252, 
and  that  it  would  resist  our  entrance  of  the  town. 

All  the  organizations,  except  Macomb's  troop,  being  assembled  on  the 
8th,  the  command  started  from  Yauco  on  August  9,  encamping  in  the 
evening,  after  a  12-mile  march — which,  owing  to  the  heat  and  road  dif- 
ficulties, taxed  the  infantry  to  the  utmost — on  the  Eio  Grande  near 
Savana  Grande.  (See  Exhibit  A,  road  sketch.)  Here  Captain  Macomb 
with  Lis  troop  joined  at  a  late  hour.  The  copy  of  an  order  showing  the 
disposition  of  our  force  on  the  march  is  herewith.    (Exhibit  B.) 

In  order  that  our  men  might  have  a  full  rest  after  their  exhausting 
march  of  the  day  before,  camp  was  not  broken  on  August  10  until  8 
o'clock  a.  m.  At  the  east  side  of  San  German  an  hour's  halt  was  made, 
the  advance  guard  passing  through  the  town  and  taking  up  a  position 
to  the  west  of  it;  coffee  was  cooked  and  the  train  closed  up.  Both  on 
their  own  account  and  to  make  room  in  the  already  crowded  ambu- 
lances, the  sick  were  transferred  at  this  point  to  a  private  hospital. 
Before  quitting  the  town  information  came  to  me  that  the  entire  May- 
aguez garrison  had  marched  out  on  the  San  German  road  that  morning 
and  would  contest  our  advance.  This  information,  which  proved  to  be 
correct,  was  at  once  communicated  to  the  cavalry  and  the  advance 
guard,  with  orders  to  proceed  with  the  greatest  care,  and  to  reduce 
somewhat  the  distances  ordinarily  separating  the  several  parts  of  the 
column. 
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The  weather  being  less  oppressive  and  the  road  smoofher  than  the 
day  before,  the  men  on  moving  out  of  San  German  were  well  rested  and 
well  prepared  for  the  hard  work  that  fell  to  them  before  the  close  of 
the  day. 

A  brief  description  of  the  country  embraced  by  and  adjacent  to  the 
ground  on  which  the  engagement  with  the  Spanish  forces  took  place 
may  be  an  appropriate  preliminary  to  the  detailed  report  thereon  which 
follows.  The  description  should  be  read  with  reference  to  the  excel- 
lent accompanying  map  of  the  field  and  plan  of  the  fight  drawn  by 
Major  Eoot  (Exhibit  D).  From  San  German  the  wagon  road  follows 
the  valley  of  the  Eio  Grande,  whose  flats,  varying  in  width  from  a  few 
hundred  to  a  thousand  or  more  yards,  extend  on  each  side  to  the  sev- 
eral chains  of  hills  bounding  it.  There  are  wire  fences  on  both  sides 
of  the  road,  dividing  the  flats  into  cane  fields.  At  a  distance  of  about 
7  miles  from  Mayaguez  the  Eio  Eosario  coming  from  the  east  parallels 
the  road  for  nearly  a  mile,  and  empties  into  the  Eio  Grande  just  south 
of  Hormigueros.  A  sugar  mill  stands  just  off  the  road  on  the  left,  and 
a  wagon  road  branches  off  to  the  right,  lined  with  hedge  and  brush,  and, 
crossing  the  Eosario  on  an  iron  bridge,  leads  to  the  hamlet  of  Hormi- 
gueros, which  is  located  on  a  side  hill,  1,500  yards  from  the  main  road. 
The  ground  to  the  south  of  Hormigueros  is  covered  with  banana  groves 
and  cane  fields.  At  about  600  yards  from  where  the  Hormignero  road 
leaves  the  main  road  the  latter  crosses  the  Eio  Grande  on  a  wooden 
bridge,  marked  a.  Just  beyond  this  bridge  the  road  to  Oabo  Eojo 
branches  off  to  the  south.  From  this  point  for  nearly  a  mile  the  main 
road  passes  through  very  low,  flat  ground,  cut  up  with  deep  furrows, 
which  extend  to  the  hills  on  the  left  and  the  river  on  the  right,  and 
contain  considerable  water  from  recent  rains.  This  track  is  crossed 
near  the  middle  by  a  large  creek  emptying  into  the  Kio  Grande,  and 
at  this  time  filled  with  from  3  to  4  feet  of  swiftly-running  water.  The 
main  road,  not  far  from  which  stand  two  houses,  passes  very  near  this 
creek  for  several  hundred  yards,  then  crosses  it  on  a  wooden  bridge  b. 
Opposite  this  crossing  the  ranges  of  hills  on  both  sides  approach  the 
Eio  Grande,  sending  out  spurs  toward  it.  About  700  yards  further  on 
the  main  road  crosses  the  Eio  Grande  on  an  iron  bridge  c.  Tall  trees 
having  a  dense  foliage  fringe  the  stream,  obstructing  the  view  to  the 
north.  Beyond  this  crossing  the  road  turns  slightly  to  the  north  and, 
leaving  the  river,  passes  between  the  large  spur  of  the  right  range  of 
hills  (running  northwest  from  Hormigueros)  and  a  detached  knoll. 
From  Hormigueros  a  wagon  road  and  a  railroad  run  parallel  along  the 
foot  of  the  hills  and  pass  between  the  above-mentioned  spur  and  kn^'l, 
the  wagon  road  joining  the  main  road  at  the  cut.  Further  on  tne 
ranges  of  hills  again  separate  to  a  distance  of  several  thousands  of 
yards. 

To  resume  the  narrative  of  tho  day's  events,  near  a  point  on  the  main 
road  where  it  is  flanked  by  sugar  mills  our  cavalry  was  fired  into, 
though  without  effect,  by  the  enemy's  scouts,  who  were  concealed  behind 
a  hedge  linin  g  the  Hormigueros  road.  They  were  easily  dispersed.  The 
infantry  advance  guard  having  passed  this  point,  the  cavalry  took  the 
latter  road,  and,  crossing  the  Eosario,  turned  westward  and  advanced 
under  cover  of  the  railroad  embankment  until,  taking  advantage  of 
every  opportunity  to  damage  the  enemy  by  its  fire  action,  it  reached  a 
position  beyond  the  covered  wooden  bridge  along  the  road. 

The  brigade  commander  had  left  San  German  at  the  head  of  the  main 
body.  When  he  heard  the  firing  in  his  front  he  sent  word  to  com- 
manding officers  to  advance  without  further  halt  and  to  keep  their 
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commands  closed  up.  Similar  orders  were  sent  to  the  train.  He  was 
informed  and  approved  of  the  route  taken  by  the  cavalry  before  reach- 
ing the  bridge  a.  He  crossed  the  latter  about  3.30  o'clock,  being  at 
that  time  about  500  yards  in  advance  of  the  main  body. 

A  staff  officer,  who  had  been  sent  ahead  to  select  camp,  reported  at 
this  time  the  ground  west  of  the  Cabo  Eojo  road  as  suitable  for  this 
purpose;  but  owing  to  the  suspected  proximity  of  the  enemy,  whose 
position  had  not  yet  been  determined,  it  was  decided  to  push  ahead 
and  beyond  the  iron  bridge  c.  This,  despite  the  fact  that  the  men  had 
now  marched  13  miles  and  were  quite  tired.  Once  in  possession  of  the 
bridge  and  the  high  ground  to  the  north  of  it,  the  command  would 
occupy  a  strong  position  which  would  make  it  hard  to  check  its  advance 
on  Mayaguez.  Accordingly  the  advance  guard,  under  Captain  Hoyt, 
moved  forward,  deploying  its  advance  party  as  skirmishers  and  its  sup- 
ports into  a  line  of  squads.  In  this  formation  it  continued  until  it  had 
approached  the  bridge  within  about  400  yards.  At  this  juncture  the 
enemy  opened  fire,  at  first  individual  tire.  The  firing  aimed  at  the 
advance  guard  accelerated  the  march  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  which 
had  crossed  the  bridge  a  in  column  of  fours  and  reported  to  the  brigade 
commander,  whose  staff  had  already  commenced  the  demolition  of  the 
wire  fences  inclosing  the  road.  About  the  time  that  the  brigade  com- 
mander caused  the  deployment  of  two  companies  to  reenforce  the 
advance  guard.  Major  Gilbreath  in  command,  the  enemy  from  his  posi- 
tion in  the  hills  to  the  right  front  fired  volleys  at  the  main  body  through 
the  interval  separating  the  infantry  advance  guard  from  the  cavalry, 
wounding  a  number  of  men,  also  an  officer  and  several  horses  of  the  bri- 
gade staff.  Meanwhile  the  artillery  battalion,  under  the  authority  of  the 
brigade  commander,  had  taken  up  the  position  marked  e  to  the  left  of 
the  road.  As  the  powder  used  by  the  enemy  was  absolutely  smokeless, 
and  his  position  being  moreover  screened  for  the  most  part  by  the  trees 
along  the  Eio  Grande,  the  question  of  the  exact  direction  to  be  given 
Major  Gilbreath's  detachment  and  to  the  lines  of  battle  about  to  be 
formed  from  the  main  column  became  a  most  perplexing  one.  Luckily 
this  uncertainty  did  not  last  long,  those  of  the  enemy's  bullets  that  struck 
the  ground  near  us  solving  the  problem.  Some  slight  confusion  was 
caused  by  a  premature  and  hurried  deployment  of  the  remaining  com- 
panies, which  Interfered  somewhat  with  the  brigade  commander's  inten- 
tion of  forming  two  additional  lines,  one  to  support  the  fighting  line 
and  the  other  to  act  as  a  reserve  or  as  the  changing  conditions  of  the 
combat  might  render  expedient.  But  under  his  supervision  this  defect- 
ive formation  was  soon  rectified;  three  companies  being  placed  on  the 
right  and  four  companies  on  the  left  of  the  road,  the  former  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke  moving  forward  in  support  of  Major  Gil- 
breath,  and  the  latter  being  held  back  for  a  time.  Major  Gilbreath 
and  Colonel  Burke's  troops  being  unable  to  cross  the  creek,  passed 
over  the  bridge  that  spans  it  by  the  left  flank,  the  former's  companies 
having  previously  occupied  a  sheltered  place  in  a  ditch  parallel  to 
and  to  the  right  of  the  main  road.  About  this  time  the  advance 
guard,  one  of  the  companies  of  which  (Penrose's)  had  previously 
held  for  a  short  time  a  knoll/  on  the  left  of  the  road,  moved  forward 
and  crossed  the  iron  bridge  c,  the  advance  sections  of  the  companies 
being  led  by  Lieutenants  Alexander  and  WeUs,  respectively.  After 
the  latter  had  occupied  the  knoll  g  for  a  time  the  entire  advance 
guard,  including  the  two  Gatling  guns,  was  concentrated  on  the  right 
of  the  railroad.  It  dislodged  the  enemy,  and  with  the  cavalry  troop 
on  the  right — ^the  troop  arrived  about  this  time  after  doing  effective 
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work  ia  threatening  the  enemy's  flank — and  with  the  companies  of 
Major  Gilbreath  pushed  forward  in  the  center,  took  up  a  position  on  the 
northern  line  of  hills.  Here  they  were  joined  by  the  remainder  of  the 
infantry  and  by  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  First  Lieut.  Archibald 
Campbell,  which  the  brigade  commander  had  ordered  forward,  and 
which  by  their  fire  added  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy.  The  two 
Gatling  guns  under  Lieutenant  Maginnis  with  the  advance  did  good 
work,  at  first  at  the  place  near  the  creek  indicated  on  the  plan,  where 
the  gunners  had  a  good  view  of  the  enemy,  and  later  on  at  the  various 
positions  of  the  advance  guard.  The  two  guns  with  the  main  body 
were  also  operated  from  the  crest  of  the  hill  during  the  latter  stage  of 
the  combat. 

The  affair  ended  about  6  o'clock,  and  the  troops,  including  all  the 
artillery,  bivouacked  on  or  near  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
About  an  hour  previously  the  brigade  commander  had  ordered  the 
wagon  train  which  had  been  halted  east  of  the  bridge  a  to  a  point  north 
of  bridge  c,  there  to  be  drawn  up  in  double  column.  The  train  after- 
wards went  into  park  between  the  railroad  and  the  Eio  Grande,  near 
enough  to  the  bivouacs  to  enable  the  men  to  getwhat  was  necessary  to 
their  comfort  for  the  night.  Before  darkness  set  in  Captain  Macomb 
with  his  troop  was  directed  to  make  an  effort  to  capture  a  railway  train 
in  plain  sight  from  the  hill  occupied  by  the  command,  but  the  train  got 
under  way  before  he  could  reach  it.  It  also  escaped  some  shots  that 
were  fired  at  it  by  the  artillery.  Although  it  had  now  become  quite 
dark  the  captain  picked  up  a  few  prisoners,  including  a  wounded  lieu- 
tenant. 

The  difficulty  in  locating  the  enemy,  and  hence  in  giving  proper 
direction  to  the  attack  formation  s,  has  been  already  alluded  to.  Another 
cause  of  anxiety  during  the  earlier  stage  of  the  fight  were  the  reports 
that  came  to  the  brigade  commander  from  different  parts  of  the  field, 
through  officers,  that  the  enemy  was  getting  around  our  right  (or  left) 
flank  and  endeavoring  to  capture  our  train.  There  may  have  been  some 
foundation  for  some  of  these  reports;  but  if  so,  the  flanking  parties  were 
probably  small  and  deterred  from  pursuing  their  design  by  our  steady , 
advance.    It  may  be  added  that  the  train  was  well  guarded.  I 

I  have  already  officially  reported  that  the  conduct  of  officers  and 
men,  so  far  as  it  came  under  my  notice,  was,  with  hardly  an  exception, 
gallant  in  the  extreme.  Where  all  did  well  it  may  seem  invidious  to 
particularize,  but  I  wish  specially  to  commend  Captain  Hoyt,  who  com- 
manded the  advance  guard,  as  well  as  the  officers  on  duty  with  it — Gap- 
tain  Penrose  and  Lieutenants  Alexander,  Wells,  and  Maginnis.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Burke,  Major  Gilbreath,  and  Captain  Myer,  battalion 
commanders,  are  also  worthy  of  special  mention^  as  is  Captain  Macomb, 
who,  with  his  troops,  did  excellent  work  before,  during,  and  after  the 
fight. 

Of  my  staff,  Major  Eoot,  Captain  Hutcheson,  Lieutenants  Byron  and 
Summerlin  (the  latter  two  my  aids-de-camp)  and  Lieutenant  Poore  were 
with, me  or  carried  my  orders  during  the  engagement.  Each  and  all 
did  their  full  duty  and  are  entitled  to  my  hearty  thanks.  I  also  wish 
to  say  a  word  in  praise  of  those  members  of  the  brigade  staff  who  were 
not  under  fire  on  that  day.  Dr.  Egan,  the  brigade  surgeon,  and  Cap- 
tain Davison,  Eleventh  Infantry,  brigade  quartermaster,  each  in  his 
own  sphere  rendered  most  valuable  service  under  difficult  and  trying 
circumstances.  Captain  Blkins,  than  whom  there  is  no  more  zealous 
officer,  was  sent  back  early  on  the  morning  of  August  10  to  Yauco  on 
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an  important  mission,  involving  a  liorseback  ride  of  nearly  40  miles  in 
twelve  hours,  and  thus  missed  what  he  had  longed  for — a  chance  to 
take  part  in  the  fight. 

Our  loss  embraced  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  1  officer  and  15  men 
wounded.  All  the  wounded,  the  surgeons  say,  will  recover.  The 
enemy's  loss  can  not  be  definitely  ascertained,  but  it  is  estimated  at  15 
killed  alone.    It  probably  did  not  fall  short  of  50  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  command  continued  its  march  at  an  early  hour  the  following 
morning,  the  advance  guard  and  main  body  proceeding  slowly  and  with 
great  caution.  This  extra  care  was  unnecessary.  Those  of  the  enemy's 
troops  that  were  held  in  reserve  (some  of  them  not  far  from  the  city) 
had  fled  precipitately  as  soon  as  they  realized  the  extent  of  their 
defeat. 

My  scouts  entered  the  city  of  Mayaguez  as  early  as  8.30  a.  m.  on  the 
11th,  and  at  half  past  9  o'clock  the  cavalry  marched  through  the  streets, 
followed  almost  immediately  by  brigade  headquarters.  Many  of  the 
prominent  citizens  greeted  me  at  the  office  of  the  mayor,  who  declared 
himself  as  subject  to  my  orders.  I  afterwards  rode  through  the  town 
(as  I  had  done  in  Sabana  Grande  and  San  German)  at  the  head  of  my 
command,  band  playing  and  colors  flying;  the  populace  giving  the 
troops  a  most  enthusiastic  reception.  The  command  was  placed  in 
camp  about  1|  miles  from  the  city  on  one  of  the  roads  leading  to  Lares. 
The  cavalry  was  directed  to  keep  in  contact  with  the  retreating  Spanish 
force. 

The  pursuit  of  this  force  and  the  events  connected  therewith  will  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  separate  communication.  This  will  be  prepared 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  a  subordinate  commander's  report,  who 
has  been  delayed  in  making  it  by  unfavorable  camp  conditions,  but  will 
submit  it  by  to-morrow  at  the  furthest. 

The  reports  of  regimental  and  battalion  commanders  are  herewith 
inclosed  (Exhibit  C). 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  general  order  (Exhibit  E)  expressing  appre- 
ciation of  the  excellent  conduct  of  the  command  in  the  engagement. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Theo.  Schwan, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


GrENEKAL  OEDERS,  )  HdQES.   INDEPENDENT  BRIGADE  (REGULARS) , 

No.  13.  J  Camp  at  Yauco,  Porto  Rico,  August  8, 1898. 

This  command  will  move  out  on  the  road  to  Sabana  Grande  at  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning.    It  will  observe  the  following  rules  and  order  of  march: 

1.  Macomb's  troop  of  cavalry  will  act  as  a  screen  and  will  march  about  2  miles 
in  advance  of  the  point  of  the  advance  guard.  The  extent  of  the  front  to  be  cov- 
ered by  and  the  disposition  of  the  cavalry  will  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the 
country  and  will  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  troop  commander.  He  will  com- 
municate freely  by  means  of  orderlies  with  the  commander  of  the  advance  guard, 
who  will  at  once  transmit  all  messages  to  the  commanding  general.  Three 
mounted  orderlies,  to  be  furnished  by  the  troop,  will  march  with  the  advance 
guard. 

2.  Two  companies  of  infantry,  one  platoon  of  artillery,  and  two  Gatling  guns 
wUl  constitute  the  advance  guard.  A  pioneer  detachment  consisting  of  one  non- 
commissioned oflScer  and  eight  men,  to  be  carefully  selected  from  the  advance 
guard,  will  march  with  the  reserve  and  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer 
officer  of  the  brigade.  The  requisite  tools  will  be  carried  on  a' cart.  Upon  arriv- 
ing in  camp  the  advance  guard  will  immediately  establish  the  outpost. 

3.  The  main  body  will  consist  of  nine  companies  of  infantiy,  one  battery  and 
two  platoons  of  artillery,  and  two  Gatling  guns. 


264  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

4.  The  trains  following  the  main  body  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  brigade 
quartermaster,  and  their  order  of  march  will  be: 
Hospital  train. 
Ammunition  column. 
Supply  and  baggage  wagon. 
The  rear  guard  will  be  composed  of  one  company  of  infantry.    A  detachment 
from  it  will  protect  exposed  flanks  of  the  train.'   If  horses  can  be  procured  for 
them,  the  commanders  of  the  advance  and  rear  ^ards  will  be  mounted. 

The  above  disposition  for  each  day's  march  will  be  conformed  to  unless  other- 
wise directed. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Schwan. 

Grotb  Hutcheson, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Okdees,  )         Hdqks.  United  States  Military  Expedition, 

No.  14.  f  In  Camp  at  Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico,  August  12, 1898. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  desires  to  convey  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  his  command  his  thanks  for  their  excellent  conduct  in  the  engagement  they 
had  on  the  10th  instant,  near  the  town  of  Hormiguero,  with  the  Spanish  forces 
in  that  vicinity.  Concealed  in  a  strong  position,  they  poured  a  murderous  fire 
into  our  troops  about  to  go  into  camp  after  a  fatiguing  march.  Had  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  cavalry  screen  and  of  the  advance  guard,  which  latter  included  both 
infantry  and  artillery,  been  less  perfect,  or  had  the  command  been  deficient  in 
discipline  or  other  soldierly  qualities,  such  an  attack  might  have  proved  disastrous. 
As  it  was  it  was  promptly  and  gallantly  repulsed,  the  repulse  resulting  in  the 
enemy's  precipitate  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Mayaguez,  though  it  had  been 
placed  in  a  state  of  defense. 

The  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  has  been  pleased  to  commend  the 
troops  for  their  gallant  action  on  this  occasion,  a  fact  which  it  affords  the 
brigade  commander  genuine  satisfaction  to  announce. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Schwan. 

Grotb  Hutcheson, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Independent  Brigade  (Eequlars), 

Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico,  August  SS,  1898. 
Gen.  J.  C.  GiLMORE, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Ponce,  Porto  Rico. 

SlE:  I  beg,  in  continuation  of  my  communication  of  the  31st  instant  giving  an 
account  of  the  operations  of  my  command  from  August  7,  when  it  was  organized 
at  Yauco,  to  August  11,  on  which  date  it  took  possession  of  and  encamped  near 
the  city  of  Mayaguez,  to  report  as  follows: 

Detachments  from  the  cavalry  troops  went  out  in  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  on 
both  the  roads  leading  to  Lares  (see  Exhibit  A),  but  the  left-hand  or  westerly  of 
these  roads  was  followed  only  a  short  distance,  information,  thought  to  be  reliable, 
having  been  received  to  the  effect  that  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  force  had  taken 
the  more  easterly  road,  on  which  the  town  of  Maricao  is  situated.  This  part  of 
the  force  was  reported  as  making  fair  headway,  having  only  a  pack  train  as  trans- 
portation. Reports  came  also  to  origade  headquarters  that  Spanish  troops  in  large 
numbers,  coming  from  different  places,  including  Aguadillo  and  Pepino,  were 
concentrating  to  attack  my  command.  While  not  impressed  with  the  accuracy 
of  these  reports,  I  had  the  outposts  strengthened  and  placed  a  field  officer  in  charge 
of  them.  A  party  from  the  outpost  sent  out  to  reconnoiter  the  Las  Marias  road 
brought  word  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  that  the  rear  guard  of  the  Spanish  were 
still  within  5  miles  of  Mayaguez  and  were  proceeding  slowly. 

I  immediately  determined  to  pursue  and  if  possible  to  capture  or  destroy  this 
force,  and  at  first  resolved  to  move  out  with  the  entire  command.  On  reflection, 
however,  I  realized  that  there  were  objections  to  such  course.  The  city  and  sur- 
rounding country  were  in  an  unsettled  and  excited  state,  the  latter  swarming  with 
guerrillas,  deserters,  and  bushwhackers.  I  had  no  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
spirit,  strength,  and  location  of  the  enemy's  forces,  supposed  to  be  within  easy 
reach  of  Mayaguez.  Then,  too,  the  rest  of  my  command,  already  worn  down 
with  the  exhausting  marches  and  operations  beginning  on  the  9th,  had  been  seri- 
ously broken  in  upon  by  heavy  outpost  duty  and  drenching  rains,  which  latter  had 
made  their  camp  a  veritable  mud  hole.  Furthermore,  the  road  to  Lares,  except 
for  the  first  8  miles  out,  was  said  to  be  all  but  impassable  for  wheeled  vehicles; 
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and  this  reminded  me  that  the  Major-General  Commanding  had  intimated  I  might 
have  to  go  to  Lares  by  way  of  Aguadillo.  I  therefore  concluded  to  dispatch  a 
reconnoissance  in  force,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  Eleventh  Infantry,  to 
harass  the  enemy  and  to  retard  his  progress  in  every  vsray.  The  detachment  was 
made  up  of  6  companies  of  infantry  and  1  platoon  each  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  and 
started  at  10  o'clock  on  August  12.  It  was  given  ample  transportation  for  its  three 
days'  rations  and  the  infantrymen's  packs.  It  was  therefore  as  mobile  as  it  could 
be  made  without  a  pack  tram.  Hindered  by  excessive  heat  followed  by  heavy 
showers,  it  marched  only  to  a  point  where  the  two  roads  above  mentioned  are 
joined  by  a  crossroad,  or  about  9  miles.  I  did  not  hear  from  Colonel  Burke  during 
the  night,  as  I  had  hoped  to;  and  the  remainder  of  my  command  had  its  wagons 
packed  and  was  preparing  to  pull  out  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  a  courier 
came  to  me  from  him  with  a  report  of  the  difficulties  that  had  retarded  his  prog- 
ress, and  of  the  presence  of  a  Spanish  force  near  Las  Marias,  variously  estimated 
at  from  1,200  to  2,500.  This  force,  the  Colonel  said,  had  taken  up  a  defensive 
position,  and  he  was  moving  toward  it. 

While  not  alarmed  at  the  possibility  of  Colonel  Burke  encountering  and  being 
worsted  by  a  superior  force,  having  implicit  confidence  in- his  discretion  and  good 
judgment,  I  was  anxious  to  reinforce  him  with  the  least  practicable  delay. 
Leaving  the  infantry  and  artillery  to  proceed  under  Colonel  De  Russy,  I  pushed 
ahead  with  my  staff  and  Macomb's  troop  to  join  Burke.  I  found  his  detachment 
about  2|-  miles  north  of  Las  Marias.  The  infantry  were  in  position,  lying  down 
behind  a  low  embankment  on  the  outer  side  of  the  road,  which  here  descends  on 
the  right  side  of  the  mountains  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Prieto.  Positions 
near  by  had  also  been  found  for  the  two  guns.  These  positions  overlooked  the 
valley  of  the  Prieto  and  a  road  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  on  its  right  bank, 
distant  some  1,200  to  1,500  yards.  Retreating  down  this  road  and  crossing  this 
river,  or  attempting  to  cross  it  at  various  points,  for  a  mile,  were  the  Spanish 
forces,  on  which  both  the  infantry  and  artillery  were  firing. 

A  preUminary  word  about  the  road  leading  from  Mayaguez  to  Las  Marias  may 
be  of  interest  and  value  to  the  General  in  Chief.  Its  general  direction  is  north- 
easterly. Crossing  the  Mayaguez  River  on  an  iron  bridge,  in  the  town  of  the 
same  name,  it  begins  the  ascent  by  easy  grades  of  the  mountains  between'Maya- 
guez  and  Lares.  It  is  metaled  with  crushed  stone  to  a  distance  of  8  miles,  where 
it  reaches  the  summit  of  a  ran^e  about  1,100  feet  high,  and  has  a  sufficient  width 
in  all  parts  to  admit  of  the  passing  of  wagons.  The  ascent  is  made  by  long  wind- 
ings, nearly  level  at  the  turns.  From  the  point  mentioned  to  Las  Marias  the 
road,  while  nearly  of  the  same  general  width,  descends  and  ascends  by  short, 
sharp  turns;  the  surface,  no  longer  metaled,  being  the  natural  clayey  soil.  This 
the  late  heavy  rains  had  made  very  soft  and  well-nigh  impassable.  In  the  ascent 
from  a  small  ford  where  the  metaling  ends,  and  at  many  other  places  teams  had 
to  be  doubled,  and  two  companies  from  Colonel  De  Russy's  command  were 
detailed  to  fill  in  with  brush  long  stretches  of  road  over  which  wagons  and  guns 
could  not  otherwise  have  passed.  Deep  cuts,  produced  by  lack  of  drainage  and 
hog  holes,  occurred  at  frequent  intervals  and  had  to  be  filled  or  corduroyed.  The 
road  reaches  its  greatest  height,  of  1,300  feet,  about  12  miles  from  Mayaguez. 
Thenceforth  it  becomes  narrow  and  the  turns  short.  The  distance  from  the 
height  mentioned  to  the  next  stream  beyond  being  short,  the  descent  was  very 
steep  and  the  turns  very  short.  The  trail  leading  from  Las  Marias  to  the  4-mile 
distant  ford  across  the  river,  the  extreme  northern  point  reached  by  the  com- 
mand, does  not  deserve  the  name  of  a  road.  Its  width  suffices  only  for  a  single 
ox  cart.  Descending  on  a  side  slope — the  grade  in  some  places  reaching  from  25 
to  30  degrees — ^it  is  in  fact  only  a  series  of  short  and  steep  turns,  on  which  it  is 
hard  for  animals  to  gain  a  footing.  It  consists  for  the  most  part  oJf  deep  ruts  and 
hog  holes.  At  the  ford  the  Rio  Prieto  is  about  200  feet  wide.  On  August  13, 
being  swollen,  it  had  a  depth  of  4  feet  and  was  running  very  swiftly.  It  may  be 
stated,  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  proper  sequence  of  events,  that  the  advanced 
command  encamped  that  night  on  the  left  bank,  near  the  ford,  where  there  is  a 
level  tract  about  200  yards  wide  by  about  800  long.  The  mountain  rises  abruptly 
from  the  river  on  the  right  bank. 

When  I  reached,  with  the  cavalry,  a  point  about  SI  miles  from  where  Col- 
onel Burke's  detachment  had  camped  the  night  before  and  1  mile  from  where 
he  had  left  a  company  under  Lieutenant  Heavey  to  repair  the  road  and  to 
assist  the  wagon  train  in  passing  over  it,  the  firing  of  artillery  was  heard,  shots 
being  fired  at  intervals  of  about  two  or  three  minutes.  Not  long  afterwards  some 
natives,  going  to  the  rear  at  a  gallop,  met  us,  who  said  that  a  sudden  rise  in  the 
Rio  Pietro  had  split  the  retreating  Spanish  in  two — seven  hundred  remaining  on 
the  left  side,  unable  to  cross.  These,  they  claimed,  confronted  the  advancing 
column  of  Colonel  Burke  and  a  fight  had  begun  or  seemed  imminent.  Upon  the 
strength  of  these  reports,  confirmed  in  a  measure  by  the  artillery  firing  we  heard, 
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I  ordered  Lieutenant  Heavey's  company  forward,  and  also  sent  orders  to  Colonel 
De  Russy  to  linrry  a  battalion  of  tne  Eleventh  Infantry  to  the  front — ^Major  Gil- 
breath  :n  command — ^to  reenf orce  Colonel  Burke's  detachment.  The  cavalry,  my 
staff,  and  myself  moved  on  at  as  rapid  a  pace  as  the  conditions  of  the  road  would 
permit.  I  joined  Colonel  Burke's  detachment  at  the  place  and  in  the  position 
already  described. 

The  following,  taken  from  Colonel  Burke's  and  the  subsidiary  reports,  is  a  brief 
account  of  the  movement  and  operations  of  his  detachment  from  the  time  it  left 
its  camp  at  5  a.  m.  until  I  overtook  it: 

His  infantry  and  artillery,  with  an  advance  guard  of  two  companies  of  infantry, 
started  at  the  hour  named,  preceded  by  the  cavalry  platoon  as  a  screen.  Wagons, 
except  ambulances  and  ammunition  carts,  were  left  behind.  After  proceeding 
about  one  hour  the  highest  point  between  Mayag^ez  and  Las  Marias  was  reached. 
Over  this  difftcult  piece  of  road  the  guns  and  caissons  had  to  be  hauled  by  ropes 
drawn  by  the  infantry.  Lieutenant  Heavey  with  his  company  was  left  at  this  point 
to  make  repairs  of  and  to  assist  the  ambulances  and  wagons  over  the  road.  The 
ambulances  thereafter  accompanied  the  column.  About  a  mile  further  on  infor- 
mation came  from  Lieutenant  Valentine  at  Las  Marias  that  700  of  the  enemy  (part 
of  whose  force  had  effected  a  crossing  of  the  Rio  Prieto)  were  still  on  the  left  bank 
of  that  river  unable  to  ford  it;  that  he  had  gone  within  400  yards  of  where  they  were 
supposed  to  be,  but,  lying  in  a  thicket  as  they  were,  he  could  not  see  them,  and  that 
he  would  retire  to  a  crossroad  branching  off  south  from  Las  Marias  toward  Pepino. 
(See  sketch.)  This  he  did  and  was  here  joined  by  the  advance  ^ard  and  later 
by  Colonel  Burke.  The  column  having  passed  through  Las  Marias,  the  cavalry 
was  instructed  to  regain  contact.  A  few  minutes  later  it  opened  fire  on  that  por- 
tion of  the  enemy  that  had  crossed  the  river  and  were  moving  down  the  valley. 
At  this  time  the  enemy  was  seen  in  great  numbers  on  the  right  front  on  the  left 
side  of  the  river,  also  at  the  front.  A  gun  was  put  in  position,  its  fire  proving 
quite  effective.  The  advance  guard  had  previously  formed  front  to  the  right  in 
the  road  facing  the  river  and  opened  fire.  All  were  well  sheltered  by  what  was 
practically  a  parapet  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The  remaining  companies  came 
into  position  on  right  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  companies  that  had  been  the 
advance  guard,  joining  in  the  firing.  To  this  the  enemy  at  first  replied  "with 
great  spirit."  In  about  twenty  minutes,  however,  he  was  routed,  breaking  in  aU 
directions.  Meanwhile  both  pieces  of  artillery  were  moved  to  commanding  posi- 
tions, where  their  fire  produced  considerable  effect,  both  in  actually  damaging 
and  in  demoralizing  the  enemy.  Subsequently  the  general  firing  ceased,  the 
enemy  being  mostly  out  of  range  or  concealed,  and  was  resumed  only  by  selected 
sharpshooters  when  he  came  in  sight  leaving  his  cover.  About  this  time  Lieuten- 
ant Valentine,  with  a  platoon  of  cavalry  and  three  platoons  of  infantry,  went  down 
to  the  ford  to  capture  stragglers  or  abandoned  material.  They  were  unsuccessful 
in  this  mission,  the  Spanish  not  having  crossed  at  the  ford. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  Colonel  Burke's  report  and  those  of  his  subor- 
dinates. 

Here  it  seems  proper  to  interject  that  the  location  of  the  Spanish  camp  on 
August  12,  or  their  route  after  quitting  Las  Marias,  was  not  definitely  ascertamed. 
It  is  believed  they  did  not  camp  in  a  body;  that  the  most  of  them  descended  to 
the  valley  by  trails  bearing  northeast  from  Las  Marias  and  passed  the  night  at 
the  place  marked  "Spanish  camp,"  Exhibit  B,and  that  others  preceded  our  troops 
on  the  road  taken  by  the  latter,  but  finding  the  river  too  deep  at  the  regular  ford, 
moved  up  the  stream  to  join  their  comrades  in  search  of  a  safer  crossing.  It  is 
creditably  reported  that  quite  a  number  of  Spanish  soldiers  were  drowned  while 
attempting  to  ford  the  river. 

Shortly  after  my  arrival  on  the  field,  about  1  o'clock  p.  m. ,  I  sent  Macomb's 
troop  by  a  bridle  path  into  the  valley  toward  the  ford,  with  instructions  to  work 
over  the  ground  toward  a  point  a.  Exhibit  B,  near  which  a  number  of  pack  ani- 
mals were  in  sight,  and  where  I  had  reason  to  believe  a  number  of  the  enemy  were 
in  hiding.  He  did  not  return  until  toward  evening,  having,  despite  strenuous 
efforts,  captured  neither  prisoners  nor  train.  Being  very  desirous  of  taking  some 
prisoners  in  order  to  learn  the  condition  and  intentions  of  the  Spanish  force,  I 
asked  Captain  Travis,  Eleventh  Infantry,  near  whose  company  I  happened  to  be, 
whether  he  thought  his  men  were  equal  to  the  task  of  returning  to  Las  Marias, 
and  of  getting  down  by  the  trails  mentioned  to  the  point  a,  or  to  one  opposite  to 
it  on  the  left  side  of  the  river.  The  captain  replied  that  the  men  were  too  much 
fatigued,  having  been  under  great  strain  since  5  o'clock  in  the  morning;  but  at 
my  suggestion  he  called  for  volunteers,  and  all  except  a  few  completely  exhausted 
men  responded  and  fell  into  ranks.  They  got  to  camp  about  10  o'clock,  literally 
staggering  from  overexertion,  but  bringing  with  them  40  prisoners,  including  a 
lieutenant-colonel  and  a  lieutenant,  also  a  badly  wounded  Spaniard,  41  rifles,  1 
carbine,  the  horse  of  the  Spanish  colonel,  8  pack  animals,  and  a  medicine  chest. 
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I  deemed  this  an  exhibition  of  soldierly  spirit  and  devotion  to  duty  well  worthy 
of  high  praise,  and  so  expressed  myself  to  the  company.  It  is  bnt  jnst  to  say  that 
the  same  spirit  pervaded  the  entire  command.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  that  it 
never  has  been  my  privilege  to  command  more  cheerfnl  and  willing  men  under 
circumstances  most  trying.  No  one  who  has  not  witnessed  it  can  realize  the  ter- 
rible strain  to  which  tiie  soldier,  especially  the  foot  soldier,  is  subjected  in  this 
climate  when  campaigning. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  that  when  it  became  evident  that  the  action  was  practi- 
cally over  (about  2  o'clock)  I  sent  word  to  Major  GUbreath  to  go  into  camp 
wherever  my  message  should  find  him.  Lieutenant  Heavey  actually  joined  the 
troops  in  the  advance. 

The  latter  encamped  at  the  place  already  indicated  shortly  before  sunset. 

Near  this  camp,  in  the  house  of  a  peasant,  the  commanding  of&cer  of  the  Span- 
ish column,  Colonel  Soto  Villenueva,  was  lying  on  a  sick  bed,  suffering  great 
agonies  from  an  injury  he  had  sustained  in  Mayaguez  and  which  now  completely 
disabled  him.  He  sent  me  word  that  he  wished  to  surrender  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  begged  me  to  send  him  by  an  ambulance  to  Las  Marias  and  thence  later  on 
to  Mayaguez.    This  request  I  complied  with  as  soon  as  it  was  practicable  to  do  so. 

The  captured  Spanish  lieutenant-colonel,  who  in  the  absence  of  the  colonel  was 
presumably  in  command,  stated  to  the  captain  of  my  scouts  that  to  his  knowledge 
his  troops  suffered  a  loss  of  5  killed  and  14  wounded.  This  is  probably  a  low  esti- 
mate of  the  Spanish  casualties. 

Only  one  or  two  of  Colonel  Burke's  wagons  reached  the  camp  during  the  night 
of  the  13th,  and  but  a  scanty  supper  could  be  provided  for  his  tired  soldiers.  For 
breakfast  there  was  even  less  food  available,  though  it  was  certain  that  several 
wagons  would  be  up  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  That  the  Spanish  force  was 
demoralized  and  for  the  most  part  disintegrated  was  obvious.  To  give  them  the 
coup  de  grace  seemed  easy  if  we  gave  them  no  peace,  and  the  pursuit  was  resumed 
at  once.  Our  soldiers  were  weary  and  hungry,  but  there  was  no  doubt  the  Span- 
ish were  more  so.  They  had  lost  all  heart  in  their  cause,  while  our  men  were 
enthusiastic.  Under  all  the  circumstances  I  determined  to  push  forward  to  Lares, 
starting  three  companies  of  infantry  under  Burke  (who  was  anxious  to  go)  at 
once,  and  four  companies  under  Major  Gilbreath  as  soon  as  I  could  get  word  to 
him.  Macomb's  croop,  wHch  was  already  out  scouting  up  the  valley,  was  to 
overtake  them,  and  the  train  was  to  follow. 

This  operation  was  planned  and  in  part  ordered  when  notice  was  brought  me 
of  the  directed  suspension  of  military  operations  pending  the  result  of  peace 
negotiations.  Immediately  steps  were  taken  to  cease  all  hostile  acts  and  to  con- 
form to  the  other  conditions  imposed  upon  belligerent  troops  by  a  truce. 

I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  excellent  conduct  of  this  reconnoissance  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  an  officer  of  large  experience  and  ripe  judgment,  well 
fitted  by  his  sterling  qualities  and  fine  professional  equipment  for  high  command, 
and  I  cordially  join  in  commending  the  officers  he  specially  mentions  as  worthy 
of  praise.  Of  his  battalion  commanders,  one.  Captain  Hoyt  was  the  leader  of 
the  advance  guard  at  the  Hormiguero  affair,  and  as  siich  displayed  sound  discre- 
tion in  the  making  and  great  intrepidity  in  the  execution  of  his  dispositions.  The 
other  battalion  commander.  Captain  Myer,  mentioned  by  Colonel  Burke,  is  per- 
sonally known  to  me  as  one  of  the  best  officers  of  his  grade  in  the  Army. 

The  expedition  up  to  this  point,  when  abruptly  brought  to  an  end,  had  been 
eminently  successful.  The  legitimate  consequence  of  the  Hormiguero  affair  was 
the  disorderly  retreat  of  the  ^anish  force  and  the  evacuation  of  Mayaguez.  It  is 
reasonably  certain  that  the  affair  at  Las  Marias  would  have  resulted  in  the  fall  of 
Lares  and  in  the  capture  oi  entire  dispersion  of  the  force  in  our  front,  which,  in 
addition  to  what  was  left  of  the  Alfonso  XTTI  Eegiment,  included  a  regiment  of 
guerrillas. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke  and  of  his  subordi- 
nate commanders. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Theo.  Schwan, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  open  this  letter  to  add  that  Colonel  Burke  writes  me  from  Las  Marias 
that  in  the  affair  of  the  13th  17  of  the  Spanish  force  were  killed  and  a  great  many 
wounded;  also  that  when  the  force  left  Las  Marias  it  amounted  to  1,200,  of  whom 
only  800  are  left.  This  information  he  receivedf rom  Captain  Macomb ,  just  returned 
from  Lares.  It  is  not  mentioned  just  what  Captain  Macomb's  authority  is  for 
this  statement.  It  is  hard  to  make  even  an  approximately  accurate  estimate  of 
an  enemy's  losses. 

T.  S. 
17  ivr  rt- 
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Mayaguez,  Porto  Eico,  August  16, 1898. 
My  Dear  Gilmore: 

Availing  myself  of  the  first  breathing  spell  I  have  had  for  some  time,  I  wish  in 
this  informal  way  and  in  advance  of  my  regular  report  to  say  a  few  words  to  the 
general  and  yourself  regarding  our  last  Saturday's  wort.  As  soon  as  the  result 
of  the  Hormiguero  fight  became  known  in  Mayaguez — about  9  o'clock — ^Colonel 
Soto,  the  commander,  "  pulled  up  stakes."  That  the  Spanish  troops  left  in  the 
greatest  hurry  the  condition  of  their  barracks  abundantly  evidenced.  Our  advance 
guard  found  the  city  entirely  clear  of  the  Spanish,  and  I  ordered  my  cavalry  to 
keep  in  touch  with  them;  but  the  cavalry  took  the  right-hand  (the  easterly)  of 
the  two  roads  leading  to  Lares,  on  which  some  of  the  Spanish  troops  had  actually 
gone,  and  in  the  evening  the  troop  commander  reported  that  they  were  some  7  or  10 
miles  ofE  and  still  retreating.  My  command  was  thoroughly  tired.  No  one  not 
witnessing  it  can  conceive  of  the  distress  an  infantry  soldier  suffers  while  march- 
ing in  this  hot  climate. in  a  deep  column,  weighted  down  as  he  is,  even  without 
his  pack,  and  some  rest  seemed  actually  imperative.  But  the  next  day  I  found 
that  the  main  body  of  the  Spanish  had  taken  the  westerly  road  to  Lares,  and  early 
on  Friday — ^there  being  many  other  things  to  engage  the  attention  of  myself  and 
troops — I  started  Burke  out  in  pursuit  with  about  700  men  all  told.  I  overtook 
him  Saturday  morning  about  3J  miles  north  of  Los  Marias.  His  infantry  had 
pulled  his  guns  over  roads  that  were  almost  perpendicular.  His  troops  were 
exchanging  shots  at  long  range  across  a  deep  valley  with  the  retreating  Spaniards, 
most  of  whom  had  gotten  across  (losing  a  lot  of  men,  who  were  drowned)  a  deep 
and  rapid  river,  known  in  that  country  as  the  Rio  Grande.  Our  fire  had  thor- 
oughly demoralized  the  already  disheartened  and  half-famished  Spanish  soldiers, 
and  their  rear  guard,  at  least,  was  also  disorganized  and  hiding  in  the  hills.  A 
company  of  infantry  I  had  sent  out  brought  in,  about  10  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
forty-odd  prisoners,  a  number  of  pack  animals,  etc.  Our  men  were  thoroughly 
worn-out  from  the  day's  work.  Early  the  next  morning  I  had  four  companies  of 
infantry,  the  cavalry,  and  3  guns  ready  to  resume  the  pursuit.  And  there  can  not 
be  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  had  I  had  five  more  hours  I  should  have  taken  Lares ,  for 
that  the  flying  Spaniards  had  prepared  to  abandon  it  at  once  I  have  the  most  rehable 
information.  But  at  this  particular  juncture  the  notice  that  hostilities  would  be 
suspended  came  to  me.  No  troops  ever  "suspended"  with  a  worse  grace.  We 
had  given  the  Spanish  no  peace,  and  had  taken  all  the  starch  out  of  them.  The 
colonel  and  the  lieutenant-colonel  had  surrendered,  and  their  troops  were  thor- 
oughly demoralized  and  disintegrated.  It  seemed  a  pity  to  deprive  us  of  the  fall 
fruits  of  a  victory  for  which  we  had  labored  so  hard;  but  of  course  we  had  to 
bow  to  the  inevitable.    Please  let  the  general  read  this. 

Faithfully,  your  friend,  Theo.  Schwan. 


Camp  near  Las  Marias,  Porto  Rico, 

August  W,  1898.  ' 
Adjutant-General,  Regular  Brigade, 

Mayaguez,  Porto  Bico. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  communication  of  the 
17th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  respectfully  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand, made  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders  No.  13,  Headquarters  United  States 
Military  Expedition,  Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico,  August  13,  1898: 

The  command  consisted  of  Companies  A,  B,  C,  E,  G,  and  I  of  the  Eleventh 
Infantry,  one  platoon  of  Troop  A,  Fifth  Cavalry,  and  one  platoon  of  Light  Bat- 
tery C,  Third  Artillery.  I  left  Mayaguez  at  10.30  a.  m.  the  13th  instant,  and 
anived  at  the  forks  of  the  Las  Marias  and  Maricao  roads  about  sunset  and  biv- 
ouacked in  the  road.  During  the  first  part  of  the  march  the  extreme  heat  was  very 
oppressing,  and  the  latter  part- was  made  in  a  drenching  rain.  It  was  a  climb 
all  the  way,  and  hard  on  the  men.  At  this  point  I  received  information  that  the 
Spanish  force  was  at  Las  Marias,  variously  estimated  at  from  1,300  to  3,500  men, 
and  that  they  intended  to  make  a  stand  at  Las  Marias,  and  had  taken  up  a  defen- 
sive position.  This  information  I  reported  to  brigade  headquarters,  and  made 
the  necessary  preparations  for  the  movement  of  the  command  at  daylight,  intend- 
ing to  gain  contact  with  the  enemy,  and  hoping  to  hold  him  until  the  arrival  of 
the  commanding  general  with  the  main  column. 

The  advance  guard  marched  at  5.10  a.  m.  the  13th  instant,  and  was  commanded 
by  Capt.  A.  L.  Myer,  Eleventh  Infantry,  and  consisted  of  companies  E,  L,  and  B, 
Eleventh  Infantry,  a  section  of  artillery,  and  was  preceded  by  a  platoon  of  cavalry, 
acting  as  a  screen.  The  artillery  was  commanded  by  Second  Lieut.  R.  F.  Gard- 
ner, Third  Artillery,  and  the  cavalrv  by  Second  Lieut.  W.  S.  Valentine,  Fifth 
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Cavalry.  After  marching  for  about  one  hour  the  road  for  100  yards  was  found  to 
he  almost  impassable  for  artillery  and  wagons,  and  it  became  necessary  to  use  the 
infantry  of  the  advance  guard  to  pass  the  artillery  and  ambulances  over,  attach- 
ing three  sections  of  prolonges  and  dragging  them  by  hand.  All  this  work  caused 
a  delay  of  about  two  hours.  Being  anxious  to  gain  contact  with  the  enemy, 
orders  were  given  to  move  forward  rapidly,  and  Lieutenant  Heavey,  with  Company 
I,  Eleventh  Infantry,  was  left  behind  with  instructions  to  repair  the  road,  assist 
the  ammunition  wagons  over,  and  to  rejoin  the  command  as  quickly  as  possible. 
I  directed  Lieutenant  Valentine  to  push  on  rapidly  to  Las  Marias,  and,  if  possible, 
to  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  After  advancing  about  3  miles  Lieu- 
tenant Valentine  reported  by  courier  that  the  Spanish  troops  had  left  Las  Marias 
for  Larez.  This  is  what  I  had  been  fearing.  I  sent  him  word  to  gain  contact 
with  the  enemy,  and  to  hold  him  if  possible.  Another  courier  arrived  soon  after 
with  the  information  that  about  700  men  were  still  on  this  side  of  the  river,  which 
could  not  be  forded  on  account  of  a  sudden  rise  in  the  river;  that  he  went  to 
within  400  yards  where  they  were  said  to  be,  but  could  not  see  them,  owing  to  the 
dense  thicket,  and  that  he  would  retire  to  the  crossroads  on  the  west  side  of  the 
town.  I  directed  him  to  await  my  arrival.  At  this  point  the  main  column  joined 
the  advance  guard,  and  was  instructed  to  follow  closely  and  to  keep  the  ranks 
well  closed  up.  Lieutenant  Valentine  was  directed  to  regain  contact  with  the 
enemy  and  if  fired  upon  to  uncover  the  front  by  retiring  by  the  left.  The  com- 
mander of  the  advance  guard  was  ordered  to  deploy  his  first  company  as  skir- 
mishers as  soon  as  opportunity  offered  after  passing  thi'ough  Las  Marias.  Shortly 
after  leaving  town  the  road  became  very  heavy,  and  seemingly  impassable.  I 
halted  the  artillery,  temporarily,  and  pushed  forward  with  the  main  body.  In  a 
few  minutes  firing  was  heard  in  front,  which  proved  to  be  from  the  cavalry.  Upon 
the  enemy  retreating  up  the  valley,  I  at  once  went  to  the  front  and  saw  the 
enemy  in  great  numbers  to  our  right,  and  on  this  side  of  the  river,  retreating,  also 
to  our  front  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Seeing  an  opportunity  for  the  artil- 
lery, I  ordered  it  up  and  it  soon  came  into  action  at  a  point  I  had  selected,  and  opened 
fire  upon  the  retreating  enemy  on  our  right.  This  fire  was  seemingly  very  effective, 
as  the  Spanish  scattered  in  every  direction  endeavoring  to  reach  cover.  Previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  artillery,  the  infantry  composing  the  advance  guard  were 
ordered  into  line  on  the  road  facing  toward  the  river,  and  directed  to  open  fire  on 
the  retreating  enemy.  They  were  completely  sheltered  from  a  return  fire.  The 
remaining  infantry  was  ordered  to  pass  the  advance  guard  and  go  on  right  into 
line  on  the  road  on  their  left,  all  facing  the  enemy.  During  these  movements  the 
enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire.    I  quote  here  from  Captain  Myer's  report: 

"After  about  twenty  minutes' firing,  which  was  at  first  returned  with  great 
spirit  for  a  time,  the  enemy  was  completely  routed,  breaking  in  all  directions  in 
our  front." 

The  fire  was  principally  under  the  command  of  the  respective  company  com- 
manders, and  was  sometimes  bjr  volleys,  but  mostly  individual  fire.  The  artillery 
was  successively  moved  from  right  to  left  to  the  clearings  where  they  could  fire 
with  greatest  effect. 

About  thirty  minutes  after  the  firing  commenced  "cease  firing"  was  sounded. 
Not  being  able  to  stop  the  entire  firing  line  with  this  call,  "assembly"  was 
sounded  and  "  roll  call "  ordered.  This  precaution  was  taken  to  save  the  ammu- 
nition, as  I  was  not  sure  that  the  carts  containing  the  extra  ammunition  were  in 
reaching  distance.  It  was  natural  for  the  men  to  want  to  fire  when  they  saw  any ' 
of  the  enemy,  but  by  this  time  they  were  mostly  out  of  range.  Firing  was  resumed 
occasionally,  by  order,  whenever  it  was  thought  that  it  would  be  effective,  the  enemy 
being  forced  to  come  from  under  cover  occasionally  while  retreating.  After 
"assembly"  had  been  sounded  Lieutenant  Valentine  was  directed  to  proceed  to 
the  ford,  hoping  to  capture  the  wagon  train  of  the  enemy,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  also  to  pick  up  stragglers  of  the  enemy..  Three 
platoons  of  infantry  supported  the  cavalry.  While  arranging  and  directing  these 
movements  the  commanding  general  arrived  on  the  field.  The  action  opened 
about  13  o'clock  and  ceased  about  12.45  p.  m.  The  general  commanding  directed 
some  special  firings  afterwards,  and  also  sent  Company  B  (Travis),  Eleventh 
Infantry,  forward  to  harass  the  enemy  and  to  capture  prisoners.  This  they  accom- 
plished successfully,  and  I  vdsh  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  following 
quotation  from  Captain  Travis's  report: 

"  Though  greatly  fatigued  from  marching  and  fighting,  increased  by  the  intense 
heat,  every  available  man  in  the  company  strong  enough  to  go,  I  am  proud  to  say, 
responded  promptly  to  the  call  for  volunteers  to  go  after  prisoners,  upon  hearing 
the  wish  expressed  by  the  general  commanding  that  some  might  be  captured. 
After  an  exceedingly  difficult  and  toilsome  march  of  about  5  miles  in  all;  made 
partly  in  the  dark  over  a  rough  and  winding  mountain  trail,  fording  two  streams, 
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the  company  brought  in  38  prisoners,  besides  another  badly  wounded  Spaniard 
found  on  the  field;  30  Mauser  and  1  Remington  rifle  and  a  carbine  found  in  the 
hands  of  the  prisoners:  a  horse,  the  property  of  a  Spanish  colonel;  8  pack  mules 
abandoned  by  the  enemy;  and  a  medicine  chest.  The  complete  demoralization  of 
the  enemy  was  clearly  indicated  by  the  number  and  variety  of  articles  of  dress 
and  equipments  strewn  along  the  route." 

In  connection  with  the  latter  part  of  the  above  quotation,  I  want  to  call,  partic- 
ularly, the  general's  attention  to  what  might  have  happened  had  I  been  allowed 
to  continue  to  follow  the  enemy  the  next  morning  with  my  command,  as  directed 
and  instructed  by  him.  The  general  will  remember  that  I  was  about  to  start,  and 
the  men  were  v^ry  cheerful,  although  they  had  partaken  a  very  slight  breakfast, 
when  orders  were  receivea  closing  hostilities.  With  Major  Gilbreath's  battalion 
so  close  at  hand  I  felt  confident,  had  we  not  been  stopped,  that  we  would  have 
captured  or  completely  dispersed  the  whole  command.  As  it  was  they  were  com- 
pletely demoralized,  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  engagement  as  to  the  way  we 
pushed  them,  not  allowing  them  any  time  to  recuperate.  They  did  not  believe 
that  we  could  get  our  artillery  and  wagons  to  this  point  in  such  a  short  time,  if 
ever,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  they  heard  our  artillery  belch  forth  from  the 
mountain  side  that  it  completely  terrified  and  unnerved  them,  as  they  abandoned 
their  arms,  equipments,  etc.,  and  those  that  surrendered  with  arms  in  their  hands 
the  rifles  were  found  loaded. 

As  a  result  of  this  reconnoissance  we  have  53  prisoners  (this  does  not  include 
the  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  captain),  and  over  100,000  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition has  fallen  into  our  hands;  also,  53  Mauser  and  144  Remington  rifles.  Five 
Spanish  soldiers  have  been  buried  in  this  vicinity  that  I  know  of,  and  several  more 
have  been  reported.  The  number  of  wounded  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain; 
they  are  scattered;  some  are  here  and  I  have  heard  of  them  as  far  as  Lares.  A 
doctor  from  there,  with  a  dispatch  from  Lieutenant  Phillips,  Sixth  Cavalry, 
informed  me  that  he  had  treated  several,  and  also  added  that  those  of  the  com- 
mand who  succeeded  in  getting  there  were  thoroughly  demoralized.  The  ofl&cers 
present  in  the  affair  of  the  13th  instant  were  Capt.  A.  L.  Myer,  Eleventh  Infantry, 
commanding  First  Battalion;  Capt.  R.  W.  Hoyt,  Eleventh  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Battalion;  Capt.  P.  M.  B.  Travis,  Eleventh  Infantry,  commanding  Com- 
pany B;  First  Lieut.  OdonGurovits,  Eleventh  Infantry,  adjutant;  Capt.  Charles  W: 
Penrose  Eleventh  Infantry,  commanding  Company  A;  Second  Lieut.  F.  L.  Wells, 
Eleventh  Infantry,  with  Company  A;  First  Lieut.  Robert  Alexander,  Eleventh 
Infantry,  commanding  Company  C;  Second  Lieut.  George  H.  Shelton,  Eleventh 
Infantry,  commanding  Company  E;  Second  Lieut.  R.  E.  Longan,  Eleventh  Infan- 
try, commanding  Company  G;  First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Heavey ,  commanding  Company 
I,  Eleventh  Infantry,  did  not  arrive  until  the  affair  was  about  over;  the  com- 
pany fired  a  few  volleys;  Second  Lieut.  R.  F.  Gardner,  commanding  platoon  of 
Light  Battery  C,  Third  Artillery;  Second  Lieut.  W.  S.  Valentine,  commanding 
platoon  of  Troop  A,  Fifth  Cavalry;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Savage,  who  would 
make  an  excellent  soldier,  as  he  was  at  or  always  near  the  firing  line  as  occasion 
demanded. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  services  and  conduct  of  the  oflflcers  and  men 
of  my  command  on  the  13th  instant,  and  of  the  cheerful  manner  in  which  they 
bore  their  hardships  and  privations  x)receding  that  date,  which  was  continuous 
from  the  10th  instant,  and  I  wish  particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  on 
the  14th  they  were  ready  to  march  without  any  breakfast,  some  of  the  company 
wagons  failing  to  reach  camp.  Lieutenant  Heavey,  commanding  Company  I,  who 
dia  not  have  an  opjiortunity  the  day  before  on  account  of  being  on  the  rear  guard, 
was  especially  anxious  to  go  forward  to  show  what  his  company  could  and  would 
do,  if  opportunity  offered. 

This  company  at  that  time  did  not  have  their  breakfast,  and  there  was  no  pros- 
pect for  it.  Some  of  the  other  companies  had  had  a  partial  meal,  and  there  were 
none  that  offered  any  objections. 

The  general,  as  well  as  myself,  was  very  anxious  that  all  should  have  something 
to  eat  before  starting,  as  we  felt  that  there  was  a  little  more  work  ahead,  and  I 
started  back  on  the  road  in  hopes  of  finding  one  of  the  company  wagons  contain- 
ing rations.  None  were  in  reach,  and  I  concluded  to  start  without  any  further 
delay,  and  so  reported  my  intention  to  the  commanding  general,  when  I  was 
informed  that  all  hostilities  had  ceased.  What  a  pity  this  information  was  not 
delayed  twenty-four  hours!    What  an  opportunity  lost! 

This,  as  well  as  my  last  report  of  the  affair  at  Hormiguero,  has  been  written 
hurriedly,  the  latter  just  as  I  was  starting  on  the  reconnoissance,  and  this  in 
order  to  get  it  in  quickly,  and  was  written  vyithout  comforts  or  conveniences  in 
preparation,  knowing  the  general's  desire  to  have  it  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment.    The  loss  of  my  ox  cart  for  three  days,  containing  all  of  my  belongings, 
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notes,  etc.,  is  the  cause  for  the  delay.  In  closing  I  desire  to  particularly  mention 
Captain  Myer,  Captain  Hoyt,  and  my  adjutant,  First  Lieutenant  Odon  Gurovits, 
Eleventh  Infantry,  for  most  valuable  and  intelligent  assistance,  and  I  can  not 
speak  too  highly  of  their  soldierly  bearing  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  The 
latter  part  of  the  paragraph  equally  applies  to  Lieutenant  Gardner,  of  the  artillery, 
and  Lieutenant  Valentine,  of  the  cavalry.  Both  are  young  officers  of  great  merit, 
and  will  be  heard  from  in  the  future,  if  opportunity  offers. 

I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Valentine  for  intelligent  and  reliable 
information  in  reference  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  am  thankful  to  report 
that  there  are  no  casualties  on  our  side.  This  is  accounted  for  from  the  natural 
commanding  position  that  we  occupied.  The  cut  banks  of  the  road  formed  a  per- 
fect protection  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  while  affording  an  excellent  parapet  for 
the  men  to  Are  over. 

I  am  now  encamped  at  Las  Marias,  and  although  we  have  not  occupied  Lares,  I 
believe  it  should  be  our  advance  line,  as  the  energy  of  our  movements  caused  the 
Spaniards  to  evacuate  the  place  before  they  had  heard  that  there  was  a  cessation 
or  hostilities.  . 

Very  respectfully,  Dan.  W.  Bubke, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Eleventh  Infantry,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  inclose  reports  of  Captains  Myers  and  Hoyt;  also  of  Lieutenants 
Gamer  and  Valentine. 

D.  W.  B. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Westdrn  District  op  Porto  Rico, 

Mayaguez,  August  S5,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
copies  of  reports  that  were  mislaid  there. 

The  report  of  one  of  the  battalion  commanders  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  Major 
Gilbreath,  who  died  on  the  22d  instant,  can  not  be  duplicated.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burke,  whose  camp  at  Las  Marias  I  visited  yesterday,  states  that  he  has  retained 
no  copy  of,  and  can  not  reproduce,  the  report  he  made  of  the  part  his  battalion 
took  in  the  action. 

Theo.  Schwan. 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Artillery  Battalion, 
Camp  at  Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico,  August  IS,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Regular  Brigade. 

Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  artillery 
battalion  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  10th  instant  near  Hormi- 
gueros,  Porto  Rico.  At  the  time  the  advance  guard  became  engaged,  one  platoon 
of  Light  Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery,  commanded  by  First  Lieut.  O.  I.  Straub, 
Fifth  Artillery,  was  with  the  advance.  The  other  four  guns  of  Battery  D,  Fifth 
ArtUlery,  and  the  six  guns  of  Battery  C,  Third  Artillery,  were  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  main  body. 

The  platoon  of  the  advance  guard  was  unable  to  engage  the  enemy  on  account 
of  the  front  and  flanks  of  the  advance  being  so  very  promptly  covered  by  the 
deployment  of  Captain  Hoyt's  infantry. 

The  platoon  therefore  returned  to  the  left  of  the  main  road  to  seek  for  an 
eligible  position  in  the  field;  but  the  ground  was  so  low  that  it  would  not,  under 
the  circumstances,  have  been  justified  in  firing  over  the  infantry.  As  soon  as  the 
road  was  cleared  of  the  infantry,  by  its  deployment,  Battery  C  and  the  four  guns 
of  Battery  D  were  ordered  up.  Battery  C  was  placed  in  position  on  the  left  of 
the  road. 

Battery  D  in  the  meantime  had  been  fired  upon  from  the  woods  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  and  one  man  wounded.  Its  four  guns  were  ordered  into  a  position  on 
the  foothills  at  the  left  of  the  plains. 

The  brigade  commander  having  ordered  a  platoon  sent  to  the  advance,  the 
nearest  platoon,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Campbell,  Third  Artillery,  Battery 
C,  was  ordered  forward.  It  took  position  on  a  commanding  ridge  on  the  right  of 
the  railroad,  where  it  did  good  work  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  the  screened 
positions  they  occupied  beyond  the  range  of  infantry  fire. 

Later  a  platoon  of  Light  Battery  D  took  up  positions  with  Lieutenant  Camp- 
bell's platoon  and  shelled  places  where  the  enemy  was  said  to  be  concealed. 

It  was  difficult  to  locate  the  enemy  at  a  distance,  from  the  many  groups  of 
irnnntrv  neonle  whose  clothins.  in  color,  is  auite  similar  to  that  of  the  Snanish 
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The  use  of  smokeless  powder  confirms  the  accepted  theory  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  locate  a  thin  line  at  great  distance,  save  by  the  direction  from  which 
the  firing  comes. 

List  of  casualties. — Wounded:  Corpl.  John  Bruning,  Light  Battery  D,  Fifth 
Artillery;  Private  George  Curtis,  Light  Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery;  Private 
Samuel  G.  Frye,  Light  Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery.  Number  of  horses  wounded,  3. 
Ammunition  expended,  18  shells,  32  shrapnel. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Frank  Thorp, 
Captain,  Fifth  Artillery,  Commanding  Artillery  Battalion. 


Headquarters  Western  District  op  Porto  Rico, 

Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico,  August  25, 1898. 
Adjutant-General, 

Military  Expedition  in  the  Field. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  Third  Battalion,  Eleventh 
Infantry,  in  an  engagement  with  the  Spanish  forces  near  Hormig^ero  on  the 
afternoon  of  August  10, 1898. 

The  column  of  which  the  battalion  formed  a  part  was  fired  on  by  volleys  from 
musketry  from  a  knoll,  marked  X  1,  distant  some  900  to  1,000  yards  to  our  right 
front,  and  just  after  crossing  a  small  bridge,  marked  a.  There  was  a  little  con- 
fusion at  this  point,  owing  to  conflict  of  orders  and  lack  of  knowledge  of  exact 
position  of  enemy.  In  a  few  minutes  the  whole  battalion  was  formed  in  line  of 
skirmishers  from  right  to  left,  Companies  E,  I,  H,  B,  with  G  Company,  First  Bat- 
talion, on  the  extreme  right.  Under  orders  of  Colonel  Burke  the  line  moved  for- 
ward without  firing,  until  confronted  by  an  almost  impassable  jungle  and  river. 
The  line  was  then  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  cross  a  bridge,  marked  B.  Upon 
entering  the  road  below  the  bridge  the  battalion  sustained  a  fire  from  the  right 
front,  and  on  entering  received  a  well-directed  volley  from  a  point  in  ridge 
marked  X  3.  After  crossing  bridge  under  fire,  the  battalion  was  again  formed  in 
line  of  skirmishers,  facing  the  ridge,  and  moved  up  to  a  position  below  the  crest. 
No  firing  was  done  bythe  battalion  until  arriving  at  the  crest, when  firing  at  long 
range  by  volleys  of  sharpshooters.  The  battalion  bivouacked  on  the  ridge  running 
north  and  south. 

B  and  E  companies  formed  the  outposts  for  the  command  during  the  night. 

Casualties. — Pour  wounded  and  3  injured  by  balls. 

A.  L.  Myeb, 
Captain,  Eleventh  Infantry,  Commanding  Battalion. 


Rio  Gana,  Porto  Rico,  August  S^.,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Military  Expedition, 

Mayaguez,  Porto  Rico. 

Sir:  About  the  11th  of  August,  1898, 1  was  called  upon  to  make  a  report  of 
the  action  which  occurred  between  the  United  States  and  Spanish  forces  near 
Hormigueros  on  the  afternoon  of  August  10,  1898,  so  far  as  concerned  the  troops 
under  my  command.  This  report  was  duly  rendered,  but  the  rough  notes  from 
which  it  was  formulated  having  been  misplaced  and  a  second  report  called  for  by 
the  general  commanding  the  forces  engaged,  the  following  report  is  submitted  in 
place  of  the  former: 

After  having  passed  about  3  miles  west  of  San  German,  volley  firing  was  sud- 
denly heard,  showing  that  the  advance  guard  had  become  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  The  general  commanding  the  brigade  being  present  with  the  main  body, 
I  referred  to  him  for  instructions.  He  directed  that  two  companies  be  thrown  out 
in  extended  order  to  the  right  of  the  road  on  which  we  were  traveling,  which 
force  was  under  the  command  of  Major  Gilbreath.  This  force  being  well  disposed, 
I  referred  to  the  general  for  further  instructions,  and  was  directed  to  advance  the 
forces  on  the  left  side  of  the  road,  which  consisted  of  four  companies.  Finding 
no  battalion  commander  present  with  these  companies,  I  assumed  personal  direc- 
tion of  their  movements,  and  directed  them  to  move  forward,  keeping  the  left 
flank  well  refused,  to  observe  the  hills  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  and  prevent 
the  enemy's  obtaining  an  enfilade  fire  on  the  line  should  he  be  present  in  any  force 
on  said  hills.  The  forward  movement  continued,  the  direction  of  advance  being 
gradually  changed  to  the  right  front,  the  line  of  movement  being  through  deep 
water,  dense  sugar  cane,  and  over  cultivated  land.    During  this  portion  of  the 
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advance  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  quite  brisk,  but  fortunately  no  casualties  other 
than  wounds  resulted  therefrom.  After  passing  over  a  distance  of  about  one-half 
mile  through  the  fields,  this  direction  brought  me  near  the  main  road  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  command.  I  then  occupied  some  high  hills  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
which  afforded  a  good  field  for  observation  of  and  fire  upon  the  enemy,  and  with 
the  remainder  of  the  force  proceeded  to  join  the  advance  guard  on  the  heights  to 
the  right  of  the  road  a  little  farther  in  advance,  from  which  the  Spanish  troops 
had  been  driven  by  the  advance  guard.  The  Gatling-gun  battery  did  excellent 
service  on  this  occasion,  being  admirably  handled  by  Second  Lieut.  T.  F.  Maginnis, 
Eleventh  Infantry. 

The  behavior  of  both  ofScers  and  men  was  excellent  in  all  respects  and  highly 
commendable  throughout  the  entire  action. 

I.  D.  De  Russy, 
Colonel,  Eleventh  Infantry. 


In  Camp  near  Las  Marias,  Porto  Rico, 

August  14,  1898. 
Adjutant,  Detachment  United  States  Troops. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  a  detach- 
ment of  20  troopers  of  Troop  A,  Fifth  Cavalry,  under  my  command,  in  yesterday's 
skirmish  with  the  Spanish  forces. 

After  moving  out  of  camp  for  the  day's  march  I  received  orders  from  the  com- 
manding officer  to  advance  independently  to  the  town  of  Las  Marias  and  ascertain , 
if  possible,  the  movement  of  the  enemy.  I  arrived  in  the  town  at  about  7  a.  m., 
and  was  informed  that  the  enemy  was  crossing  the  Boccacio  River,  but  that  they 
were  unable  to  pass  it  rapidly  on  account  of  a  freshet.  Estimates  of  the  number 
that  had  failed  to  cross  varied  from  1,000  to  700  men.  The  most  reliable  of  my 
informants  placed  the  number  at  700.  I  then  fell  back  about  2  miles  and  awaited 
the  arrival  of  the  remainder  of  our  force. 

When  the  commanding  officer  received  my  information  he  informed  me  that  he 
intended  to  attempt  the  capture  of  the  troops  that  had  not  yet  crossed  the  river, 
and  ordered  me  to  make  contact  with  the  enemy.  In  obedience  to  these  orders  I 
again  advanced  through  Las  Marias,  and  had  moved  about  2  nules  from  the  town 
through  a  rough  country,  when  the  road,  after  passing  through  a  cut,  came  out  on 
a  hillside,  the  terrain  on  the  right  sloping  to  the  river.  On  passing  through  this 
cut,  I  looked  across  the  river  valley  and  saw,  distant  about  1,200  yards,  about  150 
of  the  enemy  retreating  along  a  trail.  I  fired  several  volleys,  but  could  not  ascer- 
tain the  result.  The  enemy  retreated  to  cover  and  answered  our  fire  briskly.  I 
was  quickly  reenf orced  by  the  infantry  advance  guard.  After  about  fifteen  min- 
utes' firing  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  river  crossing  and  ascertain  if  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  his  transportation.  The  firing  on  both  sides  had  stopped 
by  this  time  and  was  not  resumed.  I  first  saw  the  enemy  at  10  a.  m. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  S.  Valentine, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Fifth  Cavalry. 


Sir:  As  commander  of  platoon  of  light  artillery  in  yesterday's  engagement  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  platoon  was  detached  from  Light  Battery  C,  Third  Artillery,  for  duty 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  Eleventh  Infantry,  commanding  reconnoissance 
in  force.  During  the  first  day's  march  we  followed  in  rear  of  the  main  body  of 
infantry,  and  bivouacked  on  the  road.  The  second  day  I  proceeded  with  one  sec- 
tion to  form  part  of  the  support,  the  other  section  remaining  with  main  body. 
Arriving  at  the  town  of  Las  Marias  both  sections  united  again.  The  first 
indication  I  had  of  any  engagement  with  the  Spanish  forces  was,  after  leaving 
the  town,  the  sound  of  shots  to  the  front.  I  immediately  received  word  to  bring 
up  my  platoon.  We  went  into  action  on  a  narrow  road  running  along  a  high 
ndge  commanding  the  valley  beyond,  through  which  the  Spanish  forces  were 
passing.  After  some  shots  in  this  position,  I  took  up  a  second  position  along  the 
same  road,  from  which  I  could  better  see  the  changing  position  of  the  Spanish. 
The  ranges  used  were  from  1,400  to  1,800  yards,  and  on  one  occasion  at  1,000 
yards.  The  target  was  hurrying  bodies  of  infalitry  along  the  roads  or  darting 
across  the  open,  and  their  baggage  trains;  also  woods  into  which  the  infantry 
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was  seen  to  move;  firing  in  all  33  rounds — 6  shell  and  26  shrapnel.  A  third  posi- 
tion was  taken  up  by  one  piece  only  along  this  same  road,  hut  farther  down  toward 
the  valley,  where  I  was  ordered  by  the  brigade  commander  to  fire  some  shots  at 
white  objects  where  Spaniards  were  seen  to  move. 

The  engagement  lasted  in  all  from  about  H  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.,the  13th  of  August, 
1898. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  morning's  march  before  the  engagement 
was  very  trying  on  the  men  and  horses,  over  mountainous  country,  which  at 
times  seemed  almost  impassable  for  artillery,  being  obliged  at  times  to  use  five 
pairs  of  horses  to  a  carriage,  one  place  being  so  mired  that  the  engiueer  detach- 
ment hastily  constructed  a  corduroy  road,  over  which  we  passed  our  guns  and 
caissons  by  attaching  three  sections  of  prolonges  and  dragging  them  over  by  hand, 
assisted  by  infantrymen,  as  it  was  impossible  for  the  horses  to  secure  proper 
footing,  and  I  probably  could  not  have  gotten  the  platoon  over  in  any  other  way. 
Very  respectfully, 

Rogers  F.  Gtabdnee, 
Second  Ideutenant,  Third  Artillery,  lAght  Battery  C. 


Mataguez,  Porto  Rico,  August  19, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  Military  Expedition, 

Western  District. 
(Through  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  advance  guard  of  a  special 
expedition,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  Eleventh  Infantry,  near  Las 
Marias,  in  pursuit  of  Spanish  troops,  on  the  morning  of  August  14,  1898.  The 
command  camped  after  dark  in  the  road  near  a  large  ranch  on  the  night  of  the 
13th  instant,  and  at  an  early  hour  the  14th  continued  the  march  toward  Las 
Marias,  Companies  B  and  Gr  and  two  guns  in  advance.  The  utmost  caution  con- 
sistent with  speed  was  observed.  When  within  about  1  mile  of  the  village  the 
enemy  was  reported  in  force  at  the  crossing  of  the  river,  about  3  miles  northeast 
of  the  village  of  Marias.  The  advance  guard  was  closed  up,  and  proceeded,  cov- 
ered by  a  small  party  of  cavalry  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Valentine,  through 
the  village.  "When  nearly  3  miles  out  the  enemy  was  discovered  retreating  down 
the  road  below  the  one  the  command  was  marching  on,  some  hundred  or  more 
feet,  and  across  the  stream  in  part.  At  about  10.30  shots  were  exchanged,  opened, 
it  is  believed,  by  the  enemy.  The  whole  advance  guard  (about  135  men  and  two 
guns.  Lieutenant  Gardner)  were  pushed  forward  in  support  at  double  time,  and 
at  about  10.45  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  at  about  900  yards  range.  The  force  in 
sight  in  all  places  was  estimated  at  about  400  men.  After  about  twenty  minutes' 
firing,  which  was  at  first  returned  with  spirit  for  a  time,  the  enemy  was  com- 
pletely routed,  breaking  in  all  directions  in  our  front.  The  advance  guard  was 
soon  supported  by  the  main  body. 

The  services  of  Lieutenant  Valentine  and  Lieutenant  Gardner  during  the  day 
deserve  mention. 

There  were  no  casualties  in  the  advance  guard. 

Very  respectfully,  Albert  L.  Myer, 

Captain,  Eleventh  Infantry, 
Commanding  Third  Battalion  and  Advance  Ouard. 


GENERAL  GABBETSON'S  REPORT. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Provisional  Division, 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  August  7, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutani-General, 

Provisional  Division. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  on  Yauco 
road  on  July  26, 1898: 

The  brigade  landed  at  Guanica  on  July  35  at  about  11  to  13  a.  m.  Duiing  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  I  made  a  reconnoissance  with  two  of  my  staff  oflBcers  and 
Maj.  W.  C.  Hayes,  of  the  First  Ohio  Cavahy,  of  the  roads  and  trails  leading  out 
of  the  valley  in  which  the  camp  was  situated.  This  valley  runs  nearly  north  and 
south  and  is  about  1  mile  wide.    The  mountains  on  either  side  are  about  400  feet 
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high.  About  3  miles  from  the  camp  is  a  low  range  of  hUls,  var3dng  from  60  to  100 
feet  high,  running  at  right  angles  with  the  valley.  Narrow  valleys  debouch  to 
the  northeast  and  west.  Along  the  latter  runs  the  road  to  Sabana  Grande  and 
San  German.    Along  the  northeastern  valley  runs  the  road  to  Yauco. 

As  the  enemy  were  reported  at  these  places  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  the 
roads  were  carefully  reconnoitered,  and  a  body  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  at 
the  hacienda  Santa  Decideria  of  Antonio  Mariani  at  about  4  p.  m.  This  hacienda 
is  situated  nearly  in  the  center  of  an  oval  plain  about  1  mile  by  1^  miles  in  diam- 
eter, surrounded  for  the  most  part  by  low  hills  and  separated  by  the  hill  above 
mentioned  from  the  valley  of  Guanica. 

The  distance  between  the  two  plains  mentioned,  measured  through  the  base  of 
the  mountain,  is  about  1,400  yards. 

The  Yauco  Kiver  runs  through  the  plain  of  the  hacienda,  the  valley  of  Guanica, 
and  through  the  narrow  valley  connecting  them.  This  narrow  valley,  constitut- 
ing a  defile,  was  the  scene  of  the  early  part  of  the  action.  A  banana  field  lies  on 
the  east  side  of  the  road  and  the  hill  covered  with  chaparral  to  the  west. 

The  small  hill  on  which  the  house  of  Ventura  Quinones  is  situated  affords  a 
view  of  the  hacienda.  Here  and  along  the  road  outposts  consisting  of  one  com- 
pany (G) ,  Sixth  Illinois,  were  posted. 

At  about  6  p.  m.  a  report  was  sent  in  from  this  outpost  that  the  enemy  in  con- 
siderable numbers  had  been  observed.  I  sent  out  two  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Massachusetts  as  a  reserve. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  outposts,  and  their  commander 
sent  in  a  report,  which  arrived  in  camj)  at  2  a.  m.,  July  36,  that  an  attack  on  the 
outpost  was  expected.  At  3  a.  m.  I,  with  my  staff  and  Maj.  W.  C.  Hayes,  First 
Ohio  Cavalry,  and  five  companies  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts,  left  camp  for  the 
outposts  on  the  Yauco  road.  The  command  arrived  there  shortly  before  daylight, 
at  about  4.30  o'clock.  Prom  the  reports  of  the  outposts  the  enemy  were  supposed 
to  be  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  road  to  Yauco.  Packs  were  thrown  off  and 
the  command  formed  for  attack.  The  company  of  the  Sixth  niinois  remained  on 
the  hill  (marked  a,  sketch  herewith)  on  which  the  house  of  Ventura  Quinones  is 
situated,  and  protected  our  right  flank.  The  remaining  companies  were  col- 
lected, two  as  support  and  three  as  reserve.  After  advancing  to  within  200  yards 
of  the  plain  of  the  hacienda  Santa  Decideria,  the  advance  guard  of  our  attacking 
force  was  discovered  by  the  enemy,  who  opened  fire  from  a  position  on  the  hill  to 
the  west.  The  north  and  east  slopes  of  this  hill  intersect  each  other,  forming  a 
solid  angle.  It  was  along  this  angle  that  the  enemy  was  posted.  Their  reserve, 
posted  in  a  road  leading  from  the  hacienda  to  the  east,  also  opened  a  strong  fire 
on  the  road.  A  body  of  the  enemy  moved  against  the  company  on  our  right 
(Company  G,  Sixth  Illinois),  stationed  on  the  hill  of  Ventura  Quinones.  This 
company  had  intrenched  themselves  during  the  night,  and,  after  repulsing  the 
attacking  force,  directed  their  fire  against  the  enemy  on  the  hill  to  the  west. 

The  conformation  of  the  ground  was  such  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  reserves 
and  party  on  the  left  was  effective  in  the  seemingly  secure  hollow  in  which  our 
reserves  were  posted.  The  heavy  volume  of  fire,  the  noise  of  shots  striking  the 
trees  and  on  the  ground,  and  the  wounding  of  two  men  among  the  reserves  caused 
a  momentary  confusion  among  the  troops.  They  were  quicHy  rallied  and  placed 
under  cover.  The  fire  of  the  advance  party  and  supports  was  directed  against 
the  party  of  the  enemy  on  the  hUl,  and  temporarily  silenced  their  fire  from  that 
direciion. 

Our  advance  guard  of  two  companies,  ignoring  the  enemy  on  the  hill,  then 
deployed  mainly  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  were  led  with  quick  and  accurate 
military  judgment  and  great  personal  gallantry  by  Lieutenant  Langhome,  First 
Cavalry,  aid,  against  the  reserves  of  the  enemy.  The  supports  and  one  company 
of  the  reserves,  under  direction  of  Capt.  L.  G.  Berry,  charged  against  the  party 
on  the  west  of  the  hill,  through  the  barbed-vnre  fence  and  chaparral.  The 
reserves  were  deployed  along  the  barbed- wire  fence  running  at  right  angles  to  the 
road  (at  the  point  marked  b) ,  conducted  through  the  fence,  and  brought  up  in 
rear  and  to  the  left  of  the  attacking  party  conducted  by  Lieut.  B.  Ames,  adjutant. 
Sixth  Massachusetts.  The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  hill  and  retired  to  the 
valley,  disappearing  behind  the  hacienda.  The  reserves  of  the  enemy  ceased 
firing  and  retired.  It  was  supposed  that  they  had  retired  to  the  hacienda,  as  this 
house  was  surrounded  on  the  sides  presented  to  our  view  with  loopholed  walls. 
The  troops  on  the  hill  were  collected  along  the  road  (marked  d).  A  reserve  of 
three  companies  was  established  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  d  and  main  road 
to  Yauco.  The  two  companies  in  advance,  which  were  deployed,  wheeled  to  the 
left  and  advanced  through  the  cornfield  on  our  right.  The  remainder  of  the 
command  deployed  and  advanced  to  the  hacienda,  enveloping  it  on  the  left.    It 
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was  then  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  retired  from  the  hacienda  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Yanco,  along  cleverly  concealed  lines  of  retreat. 

As  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  considered  accomplished,  and  in  obedience 
to  instructions  received  from  Major-General  Miles,  no  further  pursuit  was 
undertaken. 

The  battalion  of  recruits  of  the  Regular  Army,  under  Captain  Hubert,  reported 
for  orders,  having  heard  the  firing,  but  were  not  needed  and  were  returned  to 
camp. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  engaged  in  the  battle  consisted  of  Battalion  25,  Patria, 
of  the  Spanish  army,  and  some  volunteers,  in  all  about  600  or  700  men. 

The  casualties  on  our  side  were  four  slightly  wounded  (as  per  return  of  casual- 
ties herewith) .  After  the  occupation  of  Yauco  the  casualties  of  the  enemy  were 
found  to  have  been  1  lieutenant  and  1  cornet  killed,  18  seriously  and  33  slightly 
wounded. 

After  the  confusion  resulting  from  the  first  unexpected  iire,  the  condtict  of  the 
troops  was  excellent.  They  were  speedily  rallied,  and  afterwards  obeyed  orders 
given  through  my  staff  officers  without  hesitation. 

The  following  offlcers  of  the  command  are  especially  commended  for  gallantry 
and  coolness  under  fire:  Maj.  C.  K.  Darling,  Sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers; 
Capt.  E.  J.  Gihon,  Sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  who  was  painfully  wounded 
early  in  the  action,  and  remained  in  command  of  his  company  until  it  reached 
camp;  Capt.  L.  G.  Berry,  assistant  adjutant-general  volunteers  (first  lieutenant 
Seventh  United  States  Artillery) ;  Lieut.  Q.  T.  Langhorne,  First  United  States 
Cavalry,  aid;  Lieut.  Q.  M.  Wright,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteers,  aid;  Maj.  W.  C. 
Hayes,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  acting  aid;  Maj.  George  W.  Crile,  brigade  surgeon, 
and  Maj.  Frank  Anthony,  surgeon  Sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  were  present  under 
fire,  with  hospital  attendants  and  rendered  necessary  aid  to  the  wounded. 

G.  A.  Gaeretson, 

Commanding  Brigade. 


Hdqes.  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Sevilla,  Cuba,  June  30,  1898, 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments and  operations  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  under 
my  command  from  its  organization  until  the  present  date: 

The  division  as  organized  by  General  Orders  'So,  15,  headquarters 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  May  25,  was  composed  of  three  brigades,  com- 
manded respectively  by  Colonels  Cochran,  Sixth  Infantry;  Pearson, 
Tenth  Infantry,  and  Smith,  Thirteenth  Infantry.  Colonels  Cochran 
and  Smith  were  soon  after  (June  6)  relieved  from  duty  with  the  com- 
mand, pursuant  to  instructions  from  the,  corps  commander,  and  suc- 
ceeded by  Colonels  Theaker,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  and  Powell,  Ninth 
Infantry.  The  brigades  then  organized  were  as  follows :  First  Brigade 
(Colonel  Theaker),  Sixteenth  and  Sixth  United  States  Infantry  and 
Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers;  Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Pear- 
son), Tenth,  Twenty-first,  and  Second  United  States  Infantry,  and 
Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Powell),  Ninth,  Thirteenth,  and  Twenty-fourth 
United  States  Infantry. 

The  division  staff  was  as  follows:  First  Lieut.  George  S.  Cartwright, 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  aid-de- camp  and  acting  judge-advocate;  First 
Lieut.  W.  P.  Jackson,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  aid-de-camp  and  ord- 
nance officer,  also  subsequently  (June  12)  appointed  mustering  officer; 
Mr.  A.  C.  Muiioz,  volunteer  aid;  Maj.  A.  C.  Sharpe,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
assistant  adjutant-general;  Ma.].  Philip  Keade,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
inspector-general;  Maj.  M.  W.  Wood,  surgeon.  United  States  Army, 
chief  surgeon ;  Capt.  U.  G.  McAlexander,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  chief  quartermaster;  First  Lieut.  B.  F.  Taggart,  Sixth 
Infantry,  chief  commissary. 

At  4.30  p.  m.,  June  7,  under  orders  from  the  corps  commander,  the 
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division  began  the  movement  by  rail  from  its  camps  at  Tampa  Heights 
and  West  Tampa  to  Port  Tampa.  All  available  transportation  had 
been  continuously  at  work  during  the  preceding  night  and  day  moving 
the  Second  Division,  and  was  utterly  worn  out.  The  sand  being  very 
deep  and  roads  consequently  heavy,  the  labor  of  moving  was  exceed- 
ingly laborious.  By  daylight,  however,  the  entire  division,  with  the 
exception  of  one  regiment,  was  en  route,  leaving  tents  standing,  men 
carrying  the  shelter  half  and  officers  one  fly  for  each  two.  One  ofBcer 
was  left  with  recruits  and  impedimenta  in  each  regiment.  By  2  p.  m. 
of  the  8th  the  entire  division  had  reached  Port  Tampa,  the  movement 
being  much  impeded  by  the  single  track  and  congested  state  of  the 
road.  Distance  from  Tampa  Heights  to  Port  Tampa  about  12  miles. 
During  the  8th  and  morning  of  the  9th  the  troops  were  embarked  on 
transports,  as  indicated  in  the  accompanying  exhibit  (marked  A). 
Orders  having  been  received  to  bring  forward  all  recruits  and  tentage 
left  behind  at  Tampa,  this  was  done  on  the  9th  and  10th  instant. 

Maj.  P.  F.  Harvey,  surgeon.  United  States  Army,  under  assignment 
as  chief  surgeon  per  Special  Orders,  No.  14,  current  series.  Headquar- 
ters Fifth  Army  Corps,  rejiorted  for  duty  June  9,  relieving  Surgeon 
Wood. 

On  June  12  Col.  W.  H.  Powell  was  ordered  by  signal  message  from 
corps  headquarters  to  proceed  to  Tampa  and  appear  before  a  retiring 
board.  The  command  of  the  Third  Brigade  then  devolved  upon  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  S.  Worth,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

On  June  9  brigade  commanders  were  called  together  on  board  the 
steamship  Santiago,  on  which  I  had  established  my  headquarters,  and 
given  instructions,  with  a  view  to  landing  as  expeditiously  as  possible 
at  the  end  of  the  voyage. 

During  the  interval,  while  lying  at  the  dock,  between  June  8  and  13, 
the  command  being  widely  scattered  on  the  various  ships  and  some  of 
the  vessels  lying  out  in  the  stream,  little  exercise  could  be  afforded  the 
men.  The  fleet  left  Egmont  Key  at  7.40  a.  m.,  June  14.  The  voyage 
was  uneventful,  and  the  health  of  the  command  tsontinued  throughout 
quite  good,  with  the  exception  of  one  man,  Ninth  Infantry,  who  died  of 
pneumonia  and  was  buried  at  sea.  On  the  evening  of  June  30  the 
fleet  arrived  off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Pursuant  to  orders  jfrom  the  corps  commander.  Col.  C.  A.  Wikoff, 
Twenty-second  Infantry,  was  detached  June  20  from  his  regiment,  in 
the  Second  Diyision,  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  my  Third  Brigade, 
relieving  Lieutenant-Colonel  Worth, 

June  22,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  while  approaching  the  landing  at  Daiquiri,  I 
received  an  order  by  flag  from  the  corps  commander  directing  me  to 
proceed  at  once  to  Cabanas  to  join  my  division  in  a  demonstration 
against  the  enemy  at  that  point.  (See  Exhibit  B.)  The  Santiago,  ou 
which  I  had  with  me,  in  addition  to  my  staff,  the  Ninth  Infantry, 
one  battalion  of  the  Tenth  Infantry,  and  division  hospital  detachment, 
immediately  steamed  west.  The  Saratoga,  carrying  the  Thirteenth 
Infantry  and  one  battalion  of  the  Twenty-iirst  Infantry,  and  the  City 
of  Washington,  carrying  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  and  the  remaining 
battalion  of  the  Twenty-first,  had  already  preceded  me  in  obedience  to 
orders  previously  received  from  the  corps  commander.  Our  war  ships 
lying  off  Morro  were  engaging  the  enemy's  batteries  at  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor,  continuing  the  action  until  after  midday.  At  9  a.  m.  the 
transport  Santiago  was  run  by  her  captain  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  at  Punta  Gorda,  and  the  fire  from  that  point  was  directed  on 
this  ship,  two  shots  passing  over  and  falling  about  300  yards  beyond. 
The  other  vessels  carrying  the  remainder  of  the  division  did  not  join  in 
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this  demonstration  toward  Cabaiias,  and  I  subsequently  learned  that 
they  were  detained  and  soon  after  disembaiked. 

During  the  following  day,  23d,  and  until  2  p.  m.  of  the  24th,  I  still 
remained  in  front  of  Cabaiias,  anxiously  awaiting  orders  to  land.  At  3 
p.  m.  of  the  23d  a  dispatch  boat  passing  near  was  hailed  and  asked  if  there 
were  any  orders.  The  reply  was  "  no  orders  except  to  remain  where 
you  are."  At  2  p.  m.  24th,  a  dispatch  boat  came  alongside  and  directed 
that  all  ships  of  my  command  be  assembled  and  held  near  the  Brooklyn. 
The  three  transports  were  immediately  signaled  aud  brought  in.  The 
commanding  ofQcer  of  the  Brooklyn  was  then  signaled  to  know  if  the 
position  taken  was  suitable.  He  replied,  suggesting  that  we  retire  about 
1  mile,  as  we  were  within  range  of  the  shore  batteries.  Later,  about 
5  p.  m.  on  the  same  day,  a  dispatch  boat  came  alongside  and  directed 
that  the  transports  lie  out  1 J  miles  from  the  Brooklyn,  and  3  miles  from 
shore.    This  order  was  complied  with. 

During  the  night  of  the  24th  the  City  of  Washington  and  the  Saratoga 
received  orders  to  land  their  troops.  This  order  was  not  communicated 
to  me,  and  I  did  not  learn  of  it  until  the  following  day.  At  9  a.  m.  of 
the  25th,  Lieutenant  Oardin,  of  the  Revenue  Marine,  came  aboard  with 
orders  for  me  to  proceed  to  and  disembark  at  Altares  (Siboney).  This 
officer  also  handed  me  a  letter  from  the  corps  commander  expressing 
his  astonishment  that  I  had  remained  away  three  days.  I  believe  the 
foregoing  statement  will  furnish  a  full  explanation  of  the  circumstances 
of  this  delay.  The  fact  that  my  travel  rations  were  exhausted  seven 
days  before,  and  that  but  one  meal  of  field  rations  remained,  and  the 
ships'  provisions  and  water  supply  running  very  low,  had  only  increased 
my  anxiety  to  get  ashore.  Under  orders  from  the  corps  commander 
only  ammunition  and  rations  and  such  effects  as  could  be  carried  on 
the  person  were  brought  ashore.  The  debarkation  was  effected  as 
speedily  as  possible,  the  division  going  into  camp  as  near  the  beach  as 
practicable.  Fatigue  details  pushed  forward  the  unloading  of  the 
ammunition  and  supplies  by  small  boats  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day  and  all  of  the  following  night. 

Under  orders  from  the  corps  commander  to  report  to  Major-General 
Wheeler,  I  proceeded  immediately  to  that  officer's  headquarters  on  the 
Santiago  road,  and  reported  at  3  p.  m.  At  1.40  p.  m.  June  26,  informa- 
tion reached  me  from  General  Wheeler  that  the  enemy  were  concen- 
trating on  Morro.  I  immediately  instructed  Colonel  Pearson  to  take 
one  regiment  of  his  brigade  and  reconnoiter  along  the  raili  oad  toward 
the  point  indicated.  This  order  was  promptly  executed.  Colonel  Pear- 
son's report  with  map  is  inclosed  herewith. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  General  Wheeler,  I  moved  my  command  on 
the  27th  toward  the  front  on  the  Siboney-Santiago  road,  establishing 
my  headquarters  on  the  spot  occupied  the  preceding  night  by  General 
Lawton.  Hawkins'  brigade  in  advance  was  sent  forward  to  the  forks  of 
the  Santiago  road  and  Morro  trail,  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Eegi- 
ment  resting  at  the  forks.  The  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry,  about  1 
mile  farther  in  advance,  went  into  camp  on  the  left  of  the  road  near 
General  Wheeler's  headquarters. 

The  Second  Brigade  was  located  near  Sevilla,  in  rear  of  my  head- 
quarters, and  the  Third  Brigade  at  Guasimas,  the  scene  of  the  affair  of 
the  24th.  Immediately  after  getting  into  camp  heavy  details  were 
made  from  each  brigade  to  repair  the  road,  which  was  very  broken, 
precipitous,  water  cut,  and  rocky.  About  5  p.  m.  one  battalion  of  the 
Seventy-first  New  York  was  sent  forward  to  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill 
on  the  Morro  trail.  Bach  brigade  commander  had  been  previously 
instructed  to  cover  his  front  and  flanks  wherever  exposed  with  proper 
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outposts,  and  this  was  done  immediately  after  arriving  on  the  sites 
selected  for  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  Second  Infantry  pickets  observed 
suspicious  looking  persons  creeping  in  the  bushes  at  some  distance  in 
their  front.  These  persons  were  fired  upon,  but  escaped  into  the  bush. 
A  company  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  also  made  a  reconnoissance  to  within 
1  mile  of  the  San  Juan  Eiver,  but  failed  to  discover  any  signs  of  the 
enemy.  Patrols  were  kept  moving  toward  both  flanks  at  some  distance 
in  advance  of  the  pickets  during  the  29th  and  30th,  connecting  on  the 
left  with  Bates's  brigade  toward  the  sea  and  Wheeler's  cavalry  toward 
the  front. 

The  limited  transportation  available  renders  it  difficult  to  bring  for- 
ward rations  sufficiently  fast  to  supply  my  command.  My  chief  com- 
missary and  his  assistant  are  both  at  Siboney  superintending  the  issues, 
and  Captain  McAlexander,  chief  quartermaster,  is  pushing  them  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Maj.  P.  T.  Harvey,  having  been  granted  sick  leave,  the  duties  of 
chief  surgeon  again  devolved  on  Major  Wood. 

My  effective  strength  this  date  is  262  officers,  5,095  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  FoRB  Kent, 
Brigadier- General,  JJ.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Hbadquaetees  First  Division, 

Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  18, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  list  of  officers  and  men 
performing  noticeable  acts  on  July  1,  2,  and  3, 1898,  of  Second,  Tenth, 
and  Twenty-first  Infantry.  Eeport  of  First  Lieut.  Wendell  L.  Simpson, 
Ninth  Infantry  aid-de  camp,  on  efficient  services  of  Drs.  Kirkpatrick, 
assistant  surgeon,  and  W.  W.  Calhoun,  acting  assistant  surgeon.  Also 
roster  of  officers  of  Second  Infantry  and  report  of  operations  of  Com- 
pany A,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  and  band.  Ninth  Infantry,  in  action  of 
July  1,  2,  and  3, 1898.  Also  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 
Very  respectfully,  J.  Ford  Kent, 

Major- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commandiny. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Fifth  Army.  Corps, 
Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  10, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  of  the  battles 
of  July  1,  2,  and  3,  1898,  together  with  the  reports  of  my  First  and 
Third  brigades.  The  report  of  my  Second  brigade  has  just  been 
received,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  retained  copies  can  be  made. 
I  inclose  in  the  package  herewith  the  remnants  of  the  enemy's  colors 
captured  July  1  on  Fort  San  Juan  by  my  division. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  Ford  Kent, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Organization. 

Strength. 

Transport. 

Num- 
ber. 

Other  troops. 

9th  Inf.;  1  bat- 
talion 10th  Inf.; 
1st  Div.  hospi- 
tal   (7    officers 
and  26  men). 

Headqrs  Ist  Div.  and  staff,  Gen.  Kent  . . 

jSantlago 

2 

1  officer  and  17  men 

BKIGADE  AND  BEGIMENT. 

First  Brigade,   Gen.  Hawkins;  Capt. 
Horton,  A.  A.  G.: 

513 
666 

1,010 

Miami 

San  Marcos  . . . 

Vigilancia 

Santiago 

Alamo 

Yucatan 

San  Marcos  . .  - 
Saratoga 

1 
18 

23 

2 

6 

8 
18 
20 

9th  Cavalry. 

1     battalion    2d 

Inf.     (Haw- 
kins.) 

Second  Brieade,  Col.  Poaraon;  Lient. 
C.  J.  T.Clarke,  A.  A.  A.  G. 

10th  Inf.,  Lieut.  Col.  Kellogg 

2,189 

fl  battalion,  Ma.j. 
Eskridge,  A,  B, 
F,  and  fi. 
2d  Battalion,  Maj. 
Lincoln,  hdqrs. 
and  band. 

ri  battalion 

\1  battalion 

1  battalion,  hdqrs. 

and  band. 
1  battalion,  1  sur- 
geon, and  4,  Hos- 
pital Corps  men. 

473 

490 

532   men,    1    sur- 
geon, and  3  Hos- 
pital Corps  men. 

9th  Inf.,  Ist  Div. 
hospital. 

leth  Inf. 

21st  Inf.,  Lieut.  Col.  MoKibbin 

Third  Brigade,    Col.    Powell;    Lieut. 
Simpson,  A.  A.  A.  G.     Lieut.   Col. 
Worth ;  Capt.  Fornanoe,  A.  A.  A.  G. 
Col.    Wikoff;    1st  Lieut.    Simpson, 
A.  A.  A.  G. : 

City  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Santiago 

Saratoga 

City  of  Wash- 
ington. 

16 

2 

20 
16 

24th  Inf. 
Hdqrs.  1st  Div. ; 

13th  Inf.,  Lieut.  Col.  Worth,  MaJ.  P. 
H.  Ellis. 

24th  Inf.,  Lieut.  Col.  Liscom 

Ist  Div.  hospi- 
tal; 1  battalion 
10th  Inf. 
Hdqrs.  and  I  bat- 
t  a  1  i  0  n  21st 
Inf. 

1  battalion  21st 
Inf. 

Exhibit  B. 

SeGURANCA,  June  SS,  1898. 
To  General  Kent: 

General  Shafter  directs  you  to  proceed  at  once  to  Cabanas  to  join  your  division 
in  the  demonstration. 

MiLEY,  Aide-de-Camp. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  C.  Sharpe, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Oeneral. 


Exhibit  C. 

Report  of  reconnoissance  submitted  by  commanding  officer  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  June  27,  1898.    Map  inclosed. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Regiment  D.  C.  Volunteer  Infantry. 
In  the  field,  San  Juan  Heights,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  21, 1898. 

The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  O. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  reports  of  surgeon  and  regimental  quartermas- 
ter, which  should  have  accompanied  my  special  report  mailed  to  your  office  on 
arriving  at  Siboney,  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  H.  Harries, 
Colonel,  First  Beginient  Infantry  D.  C.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

(2  inclosures). 


Hdqrs.  First  REanviENT  D.  C.  Volunteer  Infantry, 

On  board  transport  Catania,  July  9,  1898. 
To  the  Adjutant. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  reference  to  the  con- 
ditions existing  aboard  this  transport,  from  a  medical  point,  and  to  the  health  of 
the  troops  since  embarkation  at  Port  Tampa: 

The  closets  throughout  the  entire  trip  have  been  in  a  miserable  condition,  fre- 
quently overflowing  and  washing  their  contents  on  the  floors,  and  again  refusing 
to  flush,  when  their  retained  contents  have  produced  foul  and  unwholesome  odors. 
Disinfection  has  been  regularly  and  thoroughly  practiced  under  the  supervision 
of  Assistant  Surgeon  Cox,  and  has  rendered  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  lower 
decks  much  better  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  The  pumps  have  not 
worked  well,  the  men  being  deprived  of  water  frequently  for  hours. 

No  sick  bay  exists  for  the  proper  isolation  and  treatment  of  any  contagious  dis- 
ease. This  is  a  grave  oversight,  and  one  can  readily  see  what  great  harm  must 
necessarily  result  in  case  of  occurrence  of  disease  of  this  kind.  The  ventilation 
has  been  fair,  although  the  use  of  a  greater  number  of  ventilators  was  advisable. 

The  health  of  the  men  has  been  remarkable — ^less  than  3  per  cent  having  been 
sick  during  the  entire  week. 

Two  enlisted  men,  Corpl.  Osborne  Towner  and  Private  Howard  Owens,  both  of 
Company  D,  were  transferred  to  the  general  hospital  at  Key  West  on  the  5th 
instant,  the  former  suffering  from  fever,  apparently  malarial,  and  the  latter 
pneumonia. 

I  desire  to  add  that  the  ofl&cers  of  the  transport  have  been  uniformly  courteous 
and  have  cheerfully  done  all  in  their  power  to  add  to  the  comfort  and  health  of 
the  men. 

Respectfully, 

R.  A.  Pyles,  Major  and  Surgeon. 


Hdqrs.  First  Regiment  D.  C.  Volunteer  Infantry, 

On  board  Transport  Catania,  July  9, 1898. 
The  Adjutant, 

First  District  of  Columbia  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  report  on  the  following  facts  connected  with  the 
transportation  of  this  regiment  by  sea  from  Port  Tampa,  Pla.,  to  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  Cuba: 

The  capacity  of  the  ship  is  not  equal  to  the  demands  made  upon  it,  there  being 
no  hammock  or  bunk  space  for  two  entire  companies  and  a  fraction  of  a  third 
company — equal  to  about  25  per  cent  of  its  strength.  These  men — about  150  in 
nunaber — ^have  been  compelled  to  remain  upon  the  open  upper  deck,  without 
bunks  or  facilities  for  svnnging  hammocks ,  and  exposed  at  all  times  to  the  weather , 
except  for  such  protection  as  was  afforded  by  the  ship's  awnings. 

The  lower  hold,  which  should  be  given  over  entirely  to  quartermaster,  commis- 
sary, and  ordnance  stores,  is  in  part  blocked  up  vsdth  350  hogsheads  of  water,  which 
were  placed  there  for  ballast  in  bringing  the  ship  light  from  New  York  to  Tampa 
and  not  removed  before  the  stores  were  placed  on  board.  This  water  ballast 
occupies  the  entire  after  compartment  of  the  lower  hold,  the  forward  and  midship 
sections  being  used  for  commissary  and  ordnance  stores.  These  compartments 
are  insufficient  to  provide  space  for  the  rations  and  ammunition,  and  a  consider- 
able portion  of  these  stores  were  placed  forward  on  the  lower  troop  deck.    There 
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being  no  other  available  space,  it  was  necessary  to  store  tentage,  tools,  and  other 
similar  regimental  property  upon  the  npper  troop  deck  in  space  which  should  be 
occupied  by  hammocks.  These  stores,  stowed  as  it  was  necessary  they  should  be 
in  order  to  protect  them,  seriously  interfere  with  the  swinging  of  hammocks 
through  a  space  allotted  jointly  to  two  companies.  The  men  thus  displaced  have 
been  compelled  to  spread  their  blankets  on  the  deck  and  upon  the  piles  of  stores, 
but  have  had  no  proper  sleeping  facilities. 

The  fresh- water  piping  and  pumping  arrangements  of  the  ship  are  defective. 
Shortly  after  leaving  Port  Tama  the  fresh- water  pumps  broke  down,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  renew  the  supply  of  drinking  water  during  a  period  covering  thirty-six 
hours.  The  ship  was  delayed  at  Key  West  for  twenty-four  hours  while  an  attempt 
was  made  to  repair  tha  pumps.  At  that  point  we  secured  a  suction  pump  and  hose 
from  the  naval  depot,  and  proceeded  after  effecting  a  temporary  fresh-water 
piping  system,  made  up  of  a  combination  of  hose  and  steam  pipe.  The  trouble 
appears  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  feed  water  pipe  leading  to  the  water  tanks 
has  been  tapped  by  the  service  pipes  leading  to  the  different  pumps.  In  case  of 
damage  to  one  of  the  pumps  or  to  a  service  pipe,  the  entire  water  system  is  thereby 
rendered  unserviceable.  The  general  condition  of  the  ship's  machinery  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  her  steam  steering  gear  and  all  her  steam  winches,  with  the 
exception  of  one  on  the  forecastle  deck,  are  unserviceable;  also  by  the  fact  that 
on  the  night  of  the  8th  instant  the  ship  lay  to  for  three  hours  because  of  a  break- 
down of  one  of  the  engines,  full  details  of  which  have  been  unobtainable. 

The  ship  is  provided  with  arc  and  incandescent  lights,  but  the  latter  only  are 
serviceable,  and  it  has  been  impossible  to  make  use  of  the  arc  lights,  necessitating 
the  use  of  an  oil  lantern  in  the  stable. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  properly  police  the  ship  between  decks,  because  this 
regiment  has  never  been  provided  with  brooms  and  the  ship  had  but  a  meager 
supply,  which  was  exhausted  on  the  second  day. 

There  are  no  life-preservers  or  life  rafts  on  board  and  but  four  boats,  with  an 
approximate  capacity  of  335  men.  The  two  largest  boats  bear  every  indication 
of  unseaworthiness. 

Very  respectfully, 

Jno.  M.  Field, 
Captain  and  Quartermaster,  First  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  First  Regiment  D.  C.  "Volunteer  Infantry,. 

On  hoard  Transport  Catania,  July  10, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  paragraph  176,  of  Regulations  for  Troops  in  Campaign, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Regiment  Infantry,  Distict  of  Columbia 
Volunteers,  boarded  steamship  Catania  at  Port  Tampa,  Pla.,  Saturday,  July  3, 
and  left  Port  Tampa  at  13  o'clock  noon  Sunday,  July  3. 

Because  of  the  condition  of  the  ship's  steering  apparatus,  we  twice  went 
aground  on  shoals  between  Port  Tampa  and  Egmont  Key,  and  when  going 
through  the  north  channel,  past  Egmont  Key  Light,  we  narrowly  escaped  touch- 
ing the  south  reef  by  reason  of  the  same  inability  of  the  ship  to  answer  her  helm. 
Sand  Key  Light  was  reached  just  after  dark  Monday,  July  4.  At  3.30  Tuesday, 
July  5,  we  took  a  pilot  aboard  and  entered  the  outer  harbor  of  Key  West.  There 
we  remained  until  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Sunday,  July  6,  the  intervening  time  being 
fully  occupied  in  efforts  made  by  machinists  from  the  naval  station  to  repair  our 
fresh-water  pumps,  all  five  of  which  were  practically  useless.  We  also  took  on 
some  6,000  gallons  of  water.  Temporary  repairs  havmg  been  made,  and  a  pump 
and  two  lengths  of  suction  hose  secured  from  the  naval  station — I  receipting  for 
the  property — we  sailed  for  Santiago,  convoyed  by  the  gunboat  Wasp.  We  left 
two  men  at  the  general  hospital  at  Key  West,  the  surgeon  deeming  it  inadvisable 
to  attempt  their  further  treatment  on  board  ship.  Although  we  were  in  Key 
West  harbor  from  daylight  Tuesday  until  nearly  noon  Wednesday,  we  received 
no  inquiry  from  the  depot  quartermaster  as  to  the  reasons  why  we  were  delayed, 
nor  was  there  any  proffer  of  assistance. 

The  voyage  was  uneventful  and  the  weather  extremely  fine. 

The  presence  in  the  ship  of  some  850  hogsheads  of  water  ballast  compelled  use 
of  space  between  decks  which  should  have  been  devoted  to  the  men,  the  result 
being  a  very  crowded  condition,  which  in  places  verged  very  closely  upon  the 
uncomfortable.  Two  entire  companies  and  a  portion  of  a  third  company  were 
compelled  to  live  and  sleep  on  the  upper  deck,  and  could  not,  therefore,  sling 
their  hammocks  except  in  a  few  instances. 
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Between  Key  West  and  Gnantanamo  the  only  delay  was  caused  by  trouble  with 
one  of  the  boilers.  "What  was  said  to  be  a  broken  tube  held  us  up  for  a  little 
more  than  three  hours  early  this  morning. 

In  her  present  condition  the  Catania  may  fairly  be  denominated  a  bad  ship, 
Her  machinery  needs  a  great  deal  of  overhauling,  and  some  of  it  ought  to  be 
replaced;  her  system  of  fresh-water  storage  and  distribution  is  radically  defect- 
ive; her  steering  gear  will  not  do  its  work;  her  boats  are  very  dubious,  and  do 
not  seem  to  have  been  out  of  the  chocks  for  many  months;  there  are  biit  four 
life-preservers  on  board;  her  water-closets  for  enlisted  men  are  only  fairly  good, 
while  the  water-closets  for  officers  are  probably  the  worst  ever  devised  on  board 
any  ship. 

The  ship's  officers  appear  to  be  capable,  and  they  have  at  all  times  been  most 
coiirteous.  The  ship,  however,  was  shorthanded,  so  that  we  had  to  draw  upon 
the  regiment  for  assistance. 

We  arrived  off  Guantanamo  at  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  July  9,  and  waited  out- 
side for  the  return  of  the  Wasp,  which  had  proceeded  up  the  bay  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  out  where  we  were  to  land.  At  about  5  o'clock  the  Wasp  returned,  and 
we  were  notified  that  Altares  Bay  (Siboney)  was  our  destination.  Almost  imme- 
diately after  receiving  that  information  serious  defects  in  the  boilers  developed, 
and  for  twelve  hours  we  waited  for  repairs.  At  about  5  o'clock  this  morning  we 
proceeded  at  6  knots'  speed  to  Altares,  arriving  there  at  about  8  o'clock. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  H.  Haeeies, 
Colonel  Commanding  First  Regiment  Infantry, 

District  of  Columbia  Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  First  Regiment  D.  C.  Volunteee  Infantey, 

Before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  14.,  1898. 
The  Adjtttant-General, 

Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  verbal  instructions  from 
the  division  commander  (General  Lawton)  a  working  party  from  this  regiment, 
consisting  of  Maj.  C.  D.  Hine,  Capt.  Charles  S.  Domer,  First  Lieut.  W.  E.  Crist, 
30  enlisted  men  from  Company  C,  and  15  enlisted  men  from  Company  A,  pro- 
ceeded last  night  to  advance  our  line  of  intrenchments  in  front  of  Santiago. 
Capt.  Harry  Walsh  and  10  men  from  Company  A  were  detailed  for  picket  duty. 
Having,  by  personal  reconnoissance  the  previous  night,  satisfied  myself  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing  his  lines — I  was  within  50  yards  of  his  newest  intrench- 
ment—and  realizing  the  importance  of  strengthening  our  position,  I  commanded 
the  entire  detachment  and  directed  its  efforts.  To  render  the  operations  of  the 
intrenching  force  as  nearly  noiseless  as  possible,  shovels  were  the  only  tools  used, 
and  where  the  soil  was  stony  many  of  the  men  scooped  up  the  earth  with  their 
hands.  While  the  intrenching  was  going  on  I  pushed  the  pickets  well  forward, 
VTith  intervals  of  about  20  paces,  hoping  to  secure  additional  information  as  to 
the  enemy's  movements,  but  the  enemy's  pickets  had  been  withdrawn  from  our 
front.  That  the  trenches  immediately  in  our  front  were  occupied  was  evidenced 
shortly  after  3  o'clock  (this  morning) ,  when,  just  as  the  moon  made  its  first 
appearance,  we  were  fired  upon.  My  orders  were  not  to  reply.  A  little  before 
davyn  we  returned  to  camp,  after  having  made  a  tenable  intrenchment — easy  of 

approach  and  capable  of  safe  completion  under  oiiiaii-ari: ^e — within  175  yards 

of  the  foremost  Spanish  work. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  H.  Harries, 

Colonel  Commanding  Regiment. 

[Indorsement.] ' 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  August  S,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Adjutant-General,  ^  x^th  Army  Corps. 
This  movement  was  made  during  one  of  the  most  terrific  storms  that  we  have 
encountered.    Colonel  Harries,  Maj.  C.  D.  Hine,  and  the  detachment  deserve 
special  consideration  for  its  accomplishment. 

H.  W.  Lawton, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commw/nding. 

18  MG 
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Headquaetees  Twentieth  Infantry, 

In  front  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  I4,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

General  Bates's  Provisional  Division. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  paragraph  367, ' '  Troops  in  Campaign,"  I  have  the  honor 
to  render  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twentieth  Infantry  in  the 
actions  that  resulted  in  the  capitulation  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  by  the  Spanish.  The 
effective  strength  of  the  regiment  at  the  beginning  of  the  first  day's  fight,  Jtdy  1, 
was  23  officers  and  570  enlisted  men. 

On  June  30  the  First  Battalion,  Twentieth  Infantry,  was  on  duty  repairing 
roads  from  about  3.30  a.  m.  until  4  p.  m.  At  8.30  p.  m.  the  regiment  left  Siboney 
and  marched  to  General  Wheeler's  headquarters,  which  was  reached  at  about  2 
a.  m.  After  resting  and  cooking  breakfast  the  line  of  march  was  again  taken  up 
at  5.30  a.  m.,  July  1,  and  General  Shafter's  headquarters  reached  at  7.30  a.  m. 
The  regiment  remained  here  for  several  hours  and  then  proceeded  to  Caney, 
where  General  Lawton's  division  was  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  occupied  the 
town  and  a  stone  house  at  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  The  regiment  was  placed 
in  two  lines,  on  the  right  of  the  line,  along  a  sunken  road,  about  400  yards  in 
front  of  the  stone  house  referred  to  above. 

The  First  Battalion  was  moved  to  the  right  and  put  into  action  on  the  left  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  firing  line,  and  one  company,  A,  took  part  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  charge  by  which  the  stone  house  was  taken.  The  regiment  was  in 
action  and  under  fire  for  one  and  one-half  hours.  Private  Morris  0.  Fisher,  Com- 
pany A,  was  killed,  and  Capt.  John  B.  Rodman,  commanding  First  Battalion;  Color 
Sergt.  John  Sherratt,  Sergt.  Walter  P.  Beltz,  Company  A;  Corpl.  Arthur  Howe, 
Company  A;  Privates  Linton  E.  Watrous,  Company  G;  John  Doherty,  Company 
E;  James  W.  Kern,  Company  F,  and  William  Prather,  Company  H,  were 
wounded.     Two  enlisted  men  missing. 

As  soon  as  the  Spanish  had  been  driven  from  Caney,  the  regiment  marched 
back  about  2  miles,  cooked  supper,  and  rested  until  9  p.  m.,  when  the  march  to 
Santiago  was  taken  up.  San  Juan  was  reached  at  about  3.30  a.  m.,  and  the  regi- 
ment bivouacked  on  the  reverse  slope  of  a  hill  confronting  the  Spanish  lines. 
Firing  began  at  daylight,  and  many  random  shots  fell  into  the  camp. 

At  about  noon,  July  3,  the  regiment  moved  out  of  bivouac  and  took  position  on 
the  left  of  the  line,  with  the  Second  Infantry  on  its  right.  The  following  officer 
and  enlisted  men  were  wounded  while  lying  in  bivouac  and  while  moving  into 
position:  Capt.  Henry  B.  Moon,  comna.anaing  Company  B;  Corpl.  Oliver  M. 
McConnell,  Company  H,  probably  fatally;  Private  George  Tallman,  Company  F; 
Private  William  D.  Cheek,  Company  D;  Private  James  M.  Irvine,  Company  D, 
and  Private  Edward  W.  Wonderly,  Company  G. 

The  regiment  formed  new  lines  along  a  sunken  road  on  the  extreme  left,  where 
it  intrenched  itself,  making  numerous  traverses  as  protection  against  an  enfilade 
fire,  to  which  it  was  subject. 

On  July  7  the  regiment  moved  to  new  position  on  the  heights  overlooking  the 
Spanish  works  in  front  of  Santiago,  where  it  intrenched,  the  nearest  point  being 
about  600  yards  from  the  Spanish  lines.  The  Second  Infantry  was  next  to  the 
right,  and  the  Third  Infantry  to  the  left. 

On  July  11,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  fire  was  opened  along  the  line  upon  the  Spanish 
works.  The  fire  of  the  regiment  was  so  strong  and  accurate  as  to  silence  one  gun 
and  keep  down  the  fire  of  the  Spanish  works  in  its  front.  Firing  by  sharp- 
shooters was  begun  again  "*■  daybreak  on  the  12th  and  continued  until  the 
capitulation.  During  ...da  finng  Q.  M.  Sergt.  Thomas  Dixon,  Company  H,  was 
wounded. 

The  battalions  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry  during  the  operations  about  Santiago 
de  Cuba  were  ably  commanded  by  Captains  Rodman,  Huston,  and  Reynolds, 
the  latter  succeeding  Captain  Rodman,  who  was  wounded  on  July  1.  These 
officers  were  at  all  times  alert,  and  responded  intelligently  and  promptly  to  all 
demands. 

The  companies  were  comma.ridod  in  a  correspondingly  efficient  manner  by  Cap- 
tains Foster,  Rogers,  Moon  (until  wounded  on  the  2d) ,  Irons,  Dent,  Reynolds, 
Morrison,  and  Greene,  and  Lieutenants  Chapman  and  Mearns.  Lieutenants  Estes 
Smith  (C.  C.),Won'ilow, Smith  (M.F.), Richardson, Stacy, Exton, and Crall6 were 
always  found  at  their  posts,  giving  strict  attention  to  all  the  details  of  the  action, 
the  march,  or  work  on  the  intrenchments.  Service  could  not  have  been  more 
loyally  rendered  than  by  these  officers,  and  although  many  were  prostrated  by 
heat,  they  performed  their  several  duties  constantly. 

Lieutenant  Lewis,  regimental  adjutant,  was  active,  fearless,  and,  although 
suffering  from  fever,  was  always  on  duty  and  loyally  supported  his  regimental 
commander  during  the  campaign.    Lieutenant  Day,  regimental  quartermaster. 
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was  present  with,  the  regiment  on  all  its  marches,  in  battle,  and  in  the  trenches, 
his  strong  constitation  and  his  nmisual  and,  as  yet,  unacknowledged  abilities  kept 
the  regiment  supplied  and  prevented  suffering.  He  also  performed  duties  on  the 
brisade  commander's  staff. 

The  noncommissioned  staff  and  other  enlisted  men  of  the  regiment  sustained 
the  reputation  of  the  Army  for  fortitude,  intelligent  performance  of  duty,  and 
ability  to  endure  under  privation.  They  were  cool  under  fire  or  in  the  charge, 
were  under  perfect  discipline  at  all  times,  and  showed  remarkable  ingenuity  in 
the  construction  of  intrenchments,  two  lines  of  which  were  mainly  built  with 
bayonets,  meat-ration  cans,  or  tin  cups.  The  lines  for  these  intrenchments  were 
selected  lay  the  company  ofB.cers  and  without  the  assistance  of  engineer  officers, 
and  are  models  of  construction. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  Thomas  Y.  Aby,  United  States  Army,  on  duty  with  the  regi- 
ment, was  without  assistance,  but  was  always  active  caring  for  the  wounded  on  the 
battlefield  or  the  sick  in  the  trenches,  and,  although  sick  from  fever  and  heat,  he 
never  failed  to  administer  judicious  care  and  treatment.  Dr.  Aby  is  a  gentleman 
of  emerience,  having  served  four  years  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  although 
well  beyond  the  years  of  supposed  activity,  he  marched  on  foot  and  performed  all 
of  his  many  duties,  all  of  this  notwithstanding  that  the  medical  department  was 
noticeably  deficient  in  personnel  and  supplies  or  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the 
sick  or  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  all  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry  during  the 
whole  campaign  and  while  in  action  was  that  of  veterans. 

Wm.  S.  McCaskey, 
Major,  Twentieth  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Headquarters  Independent  Brigade, 

In  front  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  S,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  brigade  left  Siboney ,  Cuba,  on  the  evening 
of  June  30,  at  8.30,  and  marched  up  over  the  hill  trail.  We  followed  this  trail  to 
where  it  joins  the  main  I'oad,  and  proceeded  along  the  main  road  in  the  dark  to 
the  place  just  vacated  by  Wheeler's  cavalry  division  as  a  camp.  Here  we  found 
General  Wheeler's  headquarter  tents  still  standing,  and  went  into  camp  in  the 
rear  of  them  about  midnight.  We  struck  camp  at  6.30  a.  m. ,  July  1 ,  and  marched 
to  a  point  adjacent  to  General  Shafter's  headquarters,  where  I  reported  in  person 
to  General  Shatter.  At  10.05  a.  m.  I  moved  my  brigade  from  this  location  to 
.within  about  1^  miles  of  El  Caney,  and  met  General  Lawton  upon  the  road  at 
this  point.  After  a  consultation  with  him  lasting  some  minutes  I  halted  my  bri- 
gade upon  the  road,  in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  placing  of  a  battery 
that  Greneral  Lawton  expected  to  put  in  position  between  Colonel  Miles's  right 
and  General  Chaffee's  left.  I  waited  some  time  for  this  to  be  done,  but  the  bat- 
tery not  putting  in  an  appearance  I  moved  my  brigade  dovm  the  road  in  the  direc- 
tion of  El  Caney,  crossed  the  San  Juan  River,  and,  taking  the  first  crossroad, 
moved  to  the  right,  to  a  position  upon  this  crossroad  to  the  right  of  the  brigade 
commanded  by  Colonel  Miles,  and  pushed  rapidly  to  the  front. 

After  my  brigade  remained  in  this  road  for  some  time  under  a  heavy  fire,  we 
moved  to  the  right  to  the  assault  of  a  small  hUl,  occupied  upon  the  top  by  a  stone  fort 
and  well  protected  by  rifle  pits.  General  Chaffee's  brigade  charged  them  from 
the  right  and  the  two  brigades,  joining  upon  the  crest,  opened  fire  from  this  point 
of  vantage,  lately  occupied  by  the  Spanish,  upon  the  village  of  El  Caney.  From 
this  advantageous  position  the  Spanish  were  easily  driven  from  place  to  place  in 
the  village  proper,  and  as  fast  as  they  sought  shelter  in  one  building  were  driven 
out  to  seek  shelter  elsewhere.  The  sharpshooters  of  my  command  were  enabled 
to  do  effective  work  at  this  point.  The  town  proper  was  soon  pretty  thoroughly 
cleaned  out  of  Spanish,  though  a  couple  of  blocldiouses  upon  the  hill  to  the  right 
of  the  town  offered  shelter  to  a  few,  and  some  could  be  seen  retreating  along  a 
mountain  road  leading  to  the  northwest.  A  part  of  these  made  a  stand  in  a  field 
among  some  bowlders. 

I  desire  to  say  at  this  point  that  the  Third  United  States  Infantry,  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  John  H.  Page,  and  the  Twentieth  United  States  Infantry,  under 
command  of  Maj.  WilUam  S.  McCaskey,  performed  most  efficient  and  meritorious 
services  in  the  engagement  before  the  village  of  El  Caney.  At  about  4.30  p.  m. 
the  fltring  from  the  village  had  practically  ceased,  and  as  General  Ludlow's  bri- 
gade was  then  moving  up  the  valley  from  the  left  upon  the  village  it  was  deemed 
unwise  to  charge  El  Caney,  as  our  troops  would  have  been  subjected  to  the  fixe 
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from  this  brigade.  After  consultation  with  General  Chaffee  I  withdrew  my  bri 
gade,  hoping  there  was  yet  time  to  aid  in  the  attack  more  to  the  left.  My  com 
mand  having  had  a  long,  hard  march,  the  withdrawal  took  more  time  than  antici 
pated.  Darkness  was  coming  on.  I  therefore  halted  the  command  at  the  firs 
water  at  which  we  arrived  and  proceeded  in  person  to  report  to  the  corps  com 
mander ;  was  then  ordered  to  the  extreme  left.  I  immediately  moved  the  commara 
and  reached  this  position  at  midnight.  My  command  had  been  then  continuously 
marching  or  fighting  for  twenty-seven  and  one-half  hours,  with  the  exception  o: 
six  and  one-half  hours  spent  near  General  Wheeler's  headquarters. 

On  the  morning  of  July  2  I  placed  the  Twentieth  Infantry  on  the  left  of  th( 
Second  Infantry  and  in  continuation  of  their  line  and  held  the  Third  Infantry  ii 
reserve  near  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Pearson,  of  General  Kent's  division,  as  thai 
part  of  the  line  seemed  to  need  to  be  strengthened.  The  loss  in  action  at  E 
Caney  suffered  by  this  brigade  was  3  killed  and  10  wounded;  on  the  3d  of  Julj 
was  1  killed  and  18  wounded.  The  wounded  includes  Captains  Rodman  anc 
Moon,  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

I  desire  to  mention  the  following  members  of  my  staff  for  efficient  and  gaUanl 
service  in  the  action  before  El  Caney  and  in  front  of  Santiago:  Major  Logan, 
Major  Wilkins,  Captain  Wright,  and  Lieutenant  Smiley.  I  wish  also  to  add 
that  Major  Ives,  my  chief  surgeon,  was  on  the  firing  line  and  did  efficient  servicf 
during  the  progress  of  the  fight  and  behaved  in  a  most  gallant  manner. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  inclosed  sketch,  which  gives  the  itinerary  of  march  ol 
this  brigade  during  the  two  days. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  Bates, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


REPORT  OF  GEN,  J.  C.  BATES,  COMMANDING  THIRD  DIVISION, 

FIFTH  CORPS. 

Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Gamp  Wikoff,  Montaulc  Point,  L.  I.,  September  10,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Third  Division  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  under  my  command. 

Pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  36,  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
dated  "  Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  13, 1898,"  the  Provisional 
Division  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  was  organized,  and  I  was  assigned 
to  the  command.    The  division  consisted  of  two  brigades,  as  follows: 

Mrst  Brigade. — Third  United  States  Infantry,  Twentieth  United 
States  Infantry,  Col.  J.  H.  Page,  Third  Infantry,  commanding. 

Second  Brigade. — First  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  First  District 
of  Columbia  Volunteers,  Ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Col.  Henrj 
L.  Turner,  First  Illinois  Volunteers,  commanding. 

Upon  July  15,  1898,  the  following  division  staff  was  announced  ii 
General  Orders,  No.  1,  Provisional  Division : 

Maj.  John  A.  Logan,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  adjutant 
general;  Capt.  William  M.  Wright,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volun 
teers,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Maj.  Thomas  M.  Woodruff,  inspector 
general  of  volunteers,  inspector-general ;  Maj.  H.  E.  Wilkins,  commissarj 
of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  commissary;  Maj.  F.  J.  Ives,  sur 
geon  of  volunteers,  chief  surgeon ;  First  Lieut.  S.  E.  Smiley,  Fifteentl 
Infantry,  aid-de-camp,  ordnance  ofiQcer ;  First  Lieut.  H.  M.  Reeve,  Thirc 
Infantry,  aid-de-camp,  engineer  officer ;  Second  Lieut.  M.  F.  Smith 
Twentieth  Infantry,  aid-de-camp. 

The  First  Brigade  of  the  division  was  occupying  the  extreme  left  o 
the  line  of  investment  of  the  city  of  Santiago,  and  continued  to  occupy 
this  line  until  after  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  army  and  capitalatioi 
of  the  city  of  Santiago,  on  the  17th  of  July. 
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On  July  19  the  troops  were  moved  into  more  favor abl  e  locations.  The 
First  Brigade  occupied  a  portion  of  San  Juan  Hill,  to  the  south  of 
the  Siboney-Santiago  highway,  and  the  Second  Brigade  north  and 
northeast  of  the  road. 

Under  instructions  from  corps  headquarters  the  division  was  assigned 
to  the  duty  of  guarding  the  Spanish  prisoners,  who  were  moved  into 
the  location  assigned  them  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  July. 

On  July  16  First  Lieut.  F.  E.  Day,  Twentieth  Infantry,  was  an- 
nounced as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  division,  and  on  July  30  Maj. 
James  A.  Irons,  engineer  ofiflcer,  as  chief  engineer. 

Pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  54,  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
dated  August  1, 1898,  the  Third  Brigade  was  organized  and  consisted 
of  the  following  regiments:  Mnth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry, 
transferred  from  Second  Brigade;  Thirty- third  Michigan  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Thirty -fourth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  Thirty- third 
Michigan  never  reported  to  the  division  commander  for  duty. 

By  virtue  of  General  Orders,  'So.  35,  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
dated  August  16,  1898,  the  Provisional  Division  became  the  Third 
Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  and  the  Eighth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers 
was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade  by  the  same  order. 

The  sending  away  of  the  Spanish  prisoners  progressed  slowly,  and 
on  August  20  there  remained  in  the  prison  camp  4,480.  Besides  these 
there  were  in  the  hospitals  1,240  and  in  the  city  by  permission  388. 
Up  to  this  date  about  8,800  had  been  sent  off;  but  by  the"25tb  of  August 
all  had  practically  been  embarked.  My  guard  over  the  prisoners  was 
kept  up  until  the  actual  date  of  my  departure,  being  relieved  on 
August  25  by  the  Mnth  United  States  Volunteers  (immunes),  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Crane. 

The  heat,  the  rains,  and  the  exposure  and  total  lack  of  proper  tent- 
age  jfrom  the  time  of  actual  investment  of  Santiago  caused  the  sickness 
among  the  men  to  rapidly  increase.  The  maximum  was  reached  on 
August .11,  when  there  were  60  officers  and  1,382  men  on  tbe  sick'^report 
in  the  division  (these  were  exclusive  of  the  sick  of  the  Eighth  Ohio 
Volunteers  and  Thirty- third  Michigan),  and  with  an  aggregate  strength 
present  of  about  4,360.  The  decrease  of  sickness  up  to  the  time  of 
embarkation  of  the  troops  was  very  slight,  and  men  who  were  returned 
to  duty  were  incapable  of  the  least  exertion. 

The  following  members  of  the  division  staff  were  obliged  to  leave  on 
the  dates  opposite  their  respective  names  on  account  of  sickness,  viz : 

Maj.  John  A.  Logan,  assistant  adjutant-general,  August  7;  Capt. 
William  M.Wright,  assistant  adjutant-general,  July  6;  Maj.  H.  E.  Wil- 
kins,  chief  commissary,  July  8;  First  Lieut.  S.  E.  Smiley,  aid-de-camp, 
July  17;  Second  Lieut.  M.  F.  Smith,  aid-de-camp,  August  18;  First 
Lieut.  F.  E.  Day,  chief  quartermaster,  August  10. 

All  these  ofBcers  except  Lieutenant  Day  were  sent  back  to  the  United 
States  immediately  on  being  able  to  travel.  Lieutenant  Day  rejoined 
his  regiment.  On  August  31  Maj.  James  A.  Irons  went  on  the  sick 
report.  Thus  out  of  10  staff  officers  7  were  overcome  by  disease.  On 
August  31  Captain  Wright  returned  and  reported  for  duty. 

The  embarkation  of  the  division  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  began  on 
August  14,  when  two  companies  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  Volun- 
teers went  aboard  the  Laura.  The  Eighth  Ohio  also  embarked  this 
date.  Three  more  companies  of  the  Thirty- fourth  Michigan  embarked 
on  August  17  and  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  on  the  18th.  On  the 
17th  the  Third  and  Twentieth  United  States  Infantry  regiments  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  Tale.  On  the  19th  500  men  of  the  First  District 
of  Columbia  Eegiment  embarked.    The  remainder  embarked  on  the 
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22d.  On  the  23(1  500  men  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  embarked.  Oi 
the  25th  the  First  Illinois.  On  the  same  date,  with  the  division  stafl 
I  myself  embarked. 

The  volunteer  regiments  having  been  ordered  to  their  homes  to  b( 
mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Third  an( 
Twentieth  United  States  Infantry  regiments  having  been  ordered  t( 
their  former  stations,  the  division  was  dissolved  by  Special  Orders,  No 
44,  dated  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Camp  Wikoff,  Montaul 
Point,  Long  Island,  September  7, 1898,  and  I  was  assigned  to  othe: 
duty, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  J.  C.  Bates, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Gamp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  L.  I.,  September  11, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Inde 
pendent  Brigade,  under  ray  command  from  July  3, 1898, 

Upon  the  date  above  named  the  brigade  occupied  the  left  of  the  line 
of  investment  of  the  city  of  Santiago,  the  Twentieth  United  States  In 
fantry  connecting  its  right  with  the  left  of  the  Second  United  States 
Infantry,  and  next  to  the  Twentieth  was  the  Third  United  States  In 
fantry.  The  Ninth  Massachusetts  was  down  in  the  bottom  land  ol 
the  San  Juan  River,  and  kept  a  strong  line  of  outposts  down  the  rivei 
and  upon  the  road  leading  toward  the  city  along  the  valley,  thus  pro 
tecting  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  Near  this  regiment  I  located  mj 
own  headquarters.  The  time  was  principally  spent  in  strengthening 
the  trenches  and  works  on  the  crests  of  the  hills  in  continuation  to  th« 
southward  of  the  San  Juan  Hill.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
a  truce  was  in  progress,  which  was  employed  in  allowing  the  men  to 
make  themselves  more  comfortable.  This  truce  ended  on  the  afternooi 
of  the  12th,  and  firing  was  resumed,  but  the  part  taken  by  my  com' 
mand  was  comparatively  light.  It  resulted,  however,  in  the  wounding 
of  one  man  (Quartermaster-Sergeant  Dixon)  of  Company  H,  Twentietl 
United  States  Infantry, 

From  time  to  time  I  made,  and  had  made,  reconnoissances  of  the 
country  to  my  front  and  left.  My  aids,  Lieutenants  Eeeve  and  Smith, 
thus  obtained  valuable  information,  by  means  of  all  of  which  I  deter 
mined  upon  my  plans  for  further  advance  of  my  lines  if  need  be. 

Upon  July  13  the  Independent  Brigade  was  merged  into  the  Provi 
sional  Division  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  to  the  command  of  which  1 
was  assigned  by  Special  Orders,  No.  36,  Ileadquarters  Fifth  Armj 
Corps,  Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  13, 1898. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

J,  C,  Bates, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry, 

Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  5,  1898. 
Adjittant-Genbral, 

First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  action  o 
the  1st  instant  and  subsequent  operations  of  2d  and  3d  instant. 
The  regiment  broke  camp  at  3.30  a.  m.  July  1,  1898.  atSevUla.  and  marchfldti 
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first  halt,  a  half  mile  beyond  the  First  Division  hospital,  where  we  rested  about  an 
hour,  and  then  marched  to  the  El  Paso  house,  where  we  rested  about  an  hour  and 
a  half,  when  we  received  orders  to  move  forward  about  1  mile.  These  orders 
were  communicated  to  us  through  Lieutenant  Manning,  General  Hawkins's  aid, 
and  we  were  directed  to  pass  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  and  move 
forward  to  support  the  Sixth  United  States  Infantry.  In  doing  so  we  soon  came 
under  a  very  severe  fire.  This  struck  us  in  a  thick  jungle.  Except  for  the  single 
narrow  path,  we  were  in  an  almost  impenetrable  jungle.  This  fire  came  from 
sources  unknown  to  us.  It  struck  the  men  down  in  columns  from  front  to  rear, 
and  it  took  pressure  to  force  the  command  through,  as  they  could  not  see  to  return 
a  shot.  This  path  was  winding,  and  at  no  time  could  I  see  but  one  company  at  a 
time.  There  were  many  short  turns  in  the  path,  with  many  divergent  paths, 
which  many  of  the  companies  took. 

"We  had  thrown  off  our  packs  and  blanket  rolls  at  the  first  intimation  of  going 
into  action.  We  traveled  under  this  fire  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  During  this 
part  of  the  march  Captain  Morrison  was  killed  and  the  regiment  suffered  almost 
its  entire  loss.  When  the  regiment  came  upon  the  San  Juan  River,  where  Gen- 
eral Hawkins  was,  we  received  orders  to  cross  the  stream  and  continue  the  march 
to  a  certain  point,  which  to  me  was  not  clearly  indicated.  After  crossing  the 
stream  we  found  the  fire  more  severe  than  before.  Here 'some  of  the  companies 
became  separated,  owing  to  the  short  turns  and  many  paths.  We  finally  came 
upon  a  sunken  road  inclosing  one  side  of  a  large  field.  On  this  front  was  a  strong 
barbed-vrae  fence,  set  mostly  into  living  trees.  On  reaching  this  point,  the  com- 
mand being  almost  exhausted  and  myself  enth-ely  so  (as  the  mounted  officers  had 
dismounted  when  first  entering  the  jungle) ,  we  rested  about  fifteen  minutes.  The 
command  was  under  severe  fire  from  a  blockhouse,  now  in  plain  sight,  and  also 
from  a  fire  from  the  rear,  which  was  unaccountable. 

It  was  found  impossible  to  pull  down  the  fence,  except  here  and  there  a  stake 
which  was  not  a  tree.  We  had  no  tools  to  remove  the  wire  fence.  A  greater  part 
of  the  men  crawled  under  the  lower  wire  by  groups  and  individuals  and  started 
through  the  field  for  the  blockhouse,  joining  the  Sixth  Infantry  on  its  left.  The 
First  Battalion,  under  Capt.  C.  H.  Noble,  reached  the  hill  first.  Captain  McFar- 
land's  company  leading.  The  loss  of  the  command  in  the  field  was  insignificant 
compared  to  that  before  entering  the  field.  The  loss  has  been  given  in  detail  in 
another  paper,  namely:  Killed,  15;  wounded,  109;  missing,  7. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  express  my  admiration  for  and  confidence  in  the 
regiment. 

They  behaved  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  with  the  greatest  gallantry, 
particularly  in  the  jungle,  where  they  were  being  struck  down  in  every  direction 
by  an  unseen  foe.  The  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  of  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Fifth  Corps,  were  the  first  troops  on  the  top  of  Fort  San  Juan  hill.  They 
were  followed  soon  after  by  many  others. 

When  all  did  so  well  it  would  be  difficult  to  specify  particular  acts  of  gallantry. 
The  colors  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  were  the  first  colors  on  the  hill. 
Very  respectfully, 

■'       ^  H.  A.  Theakee, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry. 


Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  18, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Akmy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  proper  military  channels.) 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  72,  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
June  31, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  company  in  the  battles  of  July  1,  2,  3, 10,  and  11. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  the  company  at  the  head  of  the  Sixteenth 
Infantry,  in  column  of  fours,  moved  northerly  along  a  narrow  road  bordered  on 
both  sides  by  impenetrable  jungles,  where  it  was  impossible  to  deploy.  At  about 
12  m.  a  terrific  fire  was  opened  upon  the  head  of  our  column;  many  of  our  men 
were  killed  and  wounded,  and  considerable  confusion  resulted.  The  column 
pushed  forward  and  formed  in  an  open  field  covered  with  high  grass,  in  front  of 
and  about  800  yards  from  the  enemjr,  and  in  support  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  then 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  At  this  place  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  returned, 
we  having  a  number  killed  and  wounded.  At  about  1  p.  m.  the  company,  with 
the  regiment,  took  a  position  farther  to  the  left  in  a  road  sunk  about  2  feet,  and 
behind  a  strong  wire  fence,  and  600  yards  from  Fort  San  Juan,  situated  on  a  steep 
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hill  about  200  feet  high.  Here  the  company  retiirned  the  fire  of  the  enemy  tintU 
about  1.45  p.  m.,  when  the  company,  with  the  regiment,  cutting  the  wire  fencej 
with  their  sword  bayonets,  pulling  down  the  posts  and  crawling  under  the  wires,; 
(no  wire  cutters  had  been  issued  to  the  command) ,  made  a  charge  upon  the  fort. 
There  was  no  halting — the  troops  marched  on  and  carried  the  heights,  trenches, 
and  fort.  At  about  4.30  p.  m.  the  company,  with  the  regiment,  took  position  and 
intrenched  on  a  ridge  to  the  left  of  Fort  San  Juan,  and  400  yards  from  the  Spanish 
trenches.  In  the  day's  battle  7  enlisted  men  were  wounded  and  1  missing,  believed 
to  have  been  killed.  ^ 

Upon  investigation  and  from  personal  observation  I  find  the  following-named  i 
men  of  the  company  deserving  of  special  mention  for  their  brave  conduct  in  this 
battle:  Corpl.  Clifton  M.  Spears  (now  sergeant)  and  Private  Thure  A.  Strand 
(now  corporal)  were  in  the  front  line  of  the  charge  and  among  those  who  first 
reached  the  enemy's  trenches.  They  took  prisoners  from  the  trenches,  and 
attacked  the  blockhouse,  and  were  with  Lieutenant  Ord,  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,, 
when  he  was  killed  at  the  Spanish  trenches.  Corpl.  Charles  McGiffin  and  Privates 
Andrew  J.  Connors  and  Frederick  J.  Liesman  (now  corporals)  were  in  the  first  line 
of  the  charge  and  continued  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  some  distance  beyond  their 
trenches  and  blockhouse,  and  in  front  of  where  our  lines  were  established  for  the 
night.  Private  Liesman  advanced  farther  than  any  other  enlisted  man  of  the 
army  at  this  point,  and  fired  fifteen  or  more  shots  at  mounted  men  of  the  enemy! 
in  the  city  of  Santiago,  at  a  range  of  about  1,000  yards. 

On  the  2d  instant  the  fighting  continued  during  the  day,  the  enemy  shelling 
our  position  and  continuing  their  small-arms  firing.  Here  Private  George  W. 
Miller  was  wounded  while  voluntarily  firing  at  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and 
Corpl.  Theodore  Kokocinski,  after  being  wounded,  had  his  wound  dressed  and 
returned  to  the  fight. 

Fighting  continued  on  the  3d  instant,  and  fui-ther  fighting  on  the  10th  and  11th. 
The  company,  in  all  the  fighting  after  the  first  day,  was  posted  in  the  advance 
line  of  trenches. 

Very  respectfully, 

George  H.  Palmer, 
Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 


Lines  of  the  United  States  Army, 

Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  14.,  1898. 
The  Regimental  Adjutant, 

Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry. 
Sir:  In  my  verbal  report  to  the  brigade  commander  I  mentioned  Companies  1 
A,  D,  and  E  as  the  initiatory  organizations  in  the  charge  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  \ 
on  the  enemy's  lines  on  July  1.    Since  making  this  report  I  have  learned  on 
undoubted  authority  that  Companies  C  and  G,  Captain  Allen  and  Lieutenant , 
Palmer  with  Company  C,  Captain  Sumter  and  Lieutenant  Sorley  vvrith  Company  j 
G,  were  in  the  cli^rge — in  the  front  line  from  the  beginning.     To  all  the  above  ' 
organizations,  and  the  officers  with  them,  too  much  praise  can  not  be  given;  by 
their  example  an  assault  was  shown  to  be  practicable. 

Captain  Noble  was  the  only  officer  I  saw  on  the  slope  of  the  hUl  before  I  was 
shot,  and  I  believe  his  signal  to  our  battery  caused  it  to  cease  firing. 

The  following-named  men  were  far  in  advance  of  our  line  and  near  the  crest, 
and  were  conspicuous  for  gallantry:  Private  Boone,  Company  E,  Sixteenth 
Infantry;  Private  Edward  Stewart,  Company  E,  Sixteenth  Infantry;  Private 
Goud,  Company  E,  Sixteenth  Infantry;  Private  Spears,  Company  B,  Sixteenth 
Infantry;  Private  Harris,  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry;  Mvate  Flemming, 
Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  C.  McFarland, 

Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 


Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  24, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  of  my  com- 
pany in  the  battle  of  July  1,  2,  and  3.  Knowing  the  dense  nature  of  the  jungle 
in  front  of  us,  my  instructions  to  the  men  before  leaving  camp  were  to  hang  to 
the  company  and  aim  carefully  at  the  enemy.  My  company  was  the  color  com- 
pany of  the  regiment.  When  the  regiment  moved,  I  placed  nxyself  at  the  head 
of  my  company  and  ordered  Second  Lieutenant  Palmer  to  march  at  the  rear. 
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Throughout  the  movements  in  the  jungle  we  were  in  single  file,  and  my  com- 
mands were  only  "Forward,  C  Company,"  or  "  Come  on,  C  Company."  No  other 
commands  were  possible  or  necessary. 

The  companies  of  the  regiment  soon  became  more  or  less  mixed.  Other  regi- 
ments, the  bixth  United  States  Infantry  and  the  Seventy-first  New  York,  were 
jumbled  up  with  us,  and  there  was  much  confusion.  We  were  under  fire  from 
an  unseen  enemy,  and  there  were  some  casualties.  After  struggling  for  some 
time  m  the  jungle  (where  I  saw  General  HawMns  endeavoring  to  direct  the  move- 
ments) ,  I  found  myself  and  my  company  in  a  slightly  sunken  road  bordering  a 
broad  open  field,  on  the  far  side  of  which  was  a  blockhouse  on  the  crest  of  a  steep 
hill  about  200  feet  high.  This  was  the  San  Juan  work.  The  enemy  were  firing 
at  us  from  trenches  on  the  crest.  I  got  no  orders.  I  directed  the  fire  of  the  com- 
pany on  the  enemy,  superintending  the  raising  of  the  sights  and  giving  the  men 
the  range,  as  nearly  as  I  could  guess  it— about  700  yards.  Here  other  troops 
crowded  in  upon  us,  and  I  had  great  difficulty  in'keeping  my  men  together.  Other 
companies  of  my  regiment  joined  on  my  right  and  left.  I  saw  Captain  Noble  on 
my  left.  Captains  Palmer  and  Lassiter  on  my  right.  They  were  diligently  direct- 
ing the  fire.  I  directed  my  men  to  tear  down  the  six-strand  barbed-vrire  fence 
which  bordered  the  road.  I  heard  other  captains  of  the  regiment  giving  the  same 
orders.  After  frantic  efforts  the  fence  was  partially  borne  down  in  several  places 
about  the  same  time.  At  my  position  the  wires  were  nailed  to  the  trees  of  an 
overgrown  hedge  and  was  a  most  formidable  obstacle.  We  had  only  our  bayonets 
to  cut  the  wires,  and  they  were  not  suitable.  As  the  wires  were  partly  beaten 
down,  I  climbed  up  and  placing  my  foot  on  the  top  wire  sprang  into  the  field, 
calling  to  my  men  to  "  Come  on."  The  men  followed  in  driblets  as  they  could 
get  through  or  over.  I  observed  that  others  of  my  regiment  were  also  out  in  the 
field.  Captains  Noble,  Palmer,  McParland,  and  Lassiter,  each  leading  his  men  to 
the  Iront.  I  dashed  forward,  followed  by  my  company,  and  we  five  captains  led 
the  charge.  We  were  in  plain  view  of  the  enemy,  and  our  men  were  falling.  The 
men  insisted  upon  firing  as  we  proceeded,  and  I  could  not  prevent  it.  The  advance 
continued  steadily  and  vnthout  a  pause  until  we  were  on  the  steep  slope  near  the 
crest,  two-thirds  the  way  up,  when  our  artillery  fire  coming  from  our  rear  became 
dangerous.  I  was  not  disposed  to  stop  for  this,  because  I  thought  the  fire  would 
cease  in  time.  Some  shells  struck  the  slope  between  me  and  the  crest,  but  I  urged 
my  men  forward  and  they  were  responding  most  nobly.  We  had  seen  the  enemy  > 
leave  their  trenches,  and  I  was  anxious  to  press  home  our  victory.  But  at  this 
time  there  arose  at  the  foot  of  the  slope  and  in  the  field  behind  us  a  great  cry  of 
"  Come  back!  Come  back! "  The  trumpets  there  sounded  "  Cease  firing,"  "  Re- 
call," and  "Assembly."  The  men  hesitated,  stopped,  and  began  drifting  down  the 
steep  slope.  The  enemy  having  been  ousted  and  on  the  run,  there  was  nothing  to 
interrupt  our  advance  save  the  loud  mouths  of  those  in  rear  who  became  suddenly 
fearful  for  our  safety. 

Precious  time  was  lost.  As  for  myself  and  my  company  we  reluctantly  drifted 
back  downward  about  30  yards,  and  I  hurled  at  the  wretches  below  all  the  oaths  I 
have  learned  in  thirty  years'  life  in  the  Army.  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down  and 
get  their  breath,  wHch  they  did.  Just  then  I  noticed  Captain  McFarland  with 
some  of  his  men  still  on  the  slope  on  our  original  front  line.  He  was  waving  his 
hat.  I  took  it  to  be  a  call  for  support.  He  was  about  20  yards  to  my  right.  I 
called  out,  ''  Look  at  Captain  McParland  and  E  Company!  Who  of  C  Company 
wUl  go  with  me  to  the  top  of  that  hiU  in  spite  of  hell  and  the  battery?  "  I  hoped 
that  we  might  yet  break  over  the  unfortunate  check.  The  men  near  me  sprang 
to  their  feet  and  we  plunged  up  the  hill  once  more  only  to  find  Captain  McParland 
wounded  and  his  men  coming  slowly  back.  The  cry  of  "  Come  back! "  once  more 
fiUed  the  air.  My  following  became  too  small  to  advance  further,  and  once  more 
I  fell  back  toward  my  overanxious  friends  below.  I  believed  then,  and  I  believe 
now,  that  if  tliosein  rear  had  kept  their  mouths  shut,  we  five  captains  could  and 
would  have  led  our  men  straight  to  the  crest,  and  that  the  battery  would  have 
ceased  firing  as  soon  as  we  had  occupied  the  works,  and  that  the  victory,  so  dearly 
won,  would  have  been  more  fruitful.  When  the  battery  ceased  we  again  went 
up.    The  Sixteenth  Infantry  colors  passed  to  the  crest  and  were  planted  there. 

The  delay  on  the  slope  enabled  other  troops  to  come  up  on  our  flanks  and  rear, 
and  some  of  them  were  with  us  on  this  final  advance,  but  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  dislodging  the  enemy.  They  merely  overtook  us,  because  we  had  been 
checked  by  our  friends.  The  enemy  had  been  whipped  and  driven  from  his  works 
by  the  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

Of  the  68  enlisted  men  who  entered  the  fight,  I  lost  1  killed  and  14  wounded. 
After  the  assault  my  company  with  B  and  H  were  taken  to  the  left  by  Major 
McLaughlin,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  and  held  in  support  of  the  Tenth  Infantry  until 
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night,  when  we  intrenched  on  their  right,  being  joined  by  the  other  companies  c 
the  regiment.  My  company  participated  in  the  fighting  on  the  3d  and  3d,  bn 
sustained  no  loss. 

The  following-named  enlisted  men  of  my  company  displayed  great  loyalty  t 
me  and  behaved  in  a  conspicnonsly  gallant  manner  in  the  charge  on  the  San  Jua 
works,  in  that  they  burst  through  the  wire  fence  with  me  at  the  beginning  an 
stayed  with  me  to  the  end.  They  were  among  those  who  responded  to  my  call  i 
my  last  desperate  effort  on  the  slope  under  the  crest  to  push,  with  Captain  Mc 
Farland's  heroic  example,  our  victory  to  its  immediate  and  legitimate  conclusior 
viz:  Musician  Emanuel  Sammet,  Corpl.  John  Hanavan,  Corpl.  Edward  Berg 
Corpl.  Daniel  P.  Meadows,  Private  William  Morrow,  Private  John  D.  Hesi 
Private  Robert  Borchart. 

Very  respectfully,  Leven  C.  Allen, 

Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  C. 


Company  A,  Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  31, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  regimental  commander.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  compliance  with  lette 
from  division  headquarters  dated  July  28, 1898,  and  General  Orders,  No.  72,  C.  S. 
Adjutant-General's  Oflfice,  of  the  part  taken  by  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry 
in  the  battle  July  1,  3,  and  3, 1898. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st,  Company  A  was  in  the  second  battalion  of  the  regi 
ment,  and  the  regiment  was  first  ordered  to  be  held  as  the  brigade  reserve;  but  a 
we  moved  to  the  front,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  became  more  severe,  we  wer 
pushed  to  the  front  of  the  brigade,  passing  through  a  jungle  or  thickly  wooded  trai 
under  a  most  severe  flank  fire  from  the  enemy.  Prom  what  position  this  fire  cam 
was  not  then  known,  many  men  being  wounded,  among  whom  was  Second  Lieut 
Robert  E.  L.  Spenoe,  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry.  Our  brigade  commander 
general  Hawkins,  seemed  anxious  to  get  us  through  this  defile  and  to  gain  ai 
opening  to  be  able  to  return  this  fire.  He  ordered  me  to  cut  through  the  thicke 
and  not  pay  any  attention  to  my  place  in  column.  This  I  did,  and  found  mysel 
with  the  first  battalion  of  our  regiment  and  some  of  the  Sixth  Infantry.  W 
were  so  much  crowded  I  thought  it  best  to  move  to  the  left,  and  made  my  wa; 
forward;  and  after  crossing  the  San  Juan  River  found  myself  on  a  sunken  roa( 
near  an  open  space  directly  in  front  of  the  trench  occupied  by  the  enemy  at  thi 
blockhouse  on  San  Juan  Hill. 

I  here  ascertained  that  the  other  companies  of  my  battalion  were  to  my  left,  ii 
this  sunken  road.  I  moved  my  company  to  the  left  and  went  through  an  openin; 
in  a  wire  fence,  which  had  been  cut  by  a  Cuban,  who  was  very  prominent  in  tb 
first  charge.  This  was  about  30  paces  from  the  crossing  of  the  creek;  this  put  m 
on  the  right  of  the  front  line  that  started  to  make  the  charge  across  this  opei 
space,  the  companies  consisting  of  A,  D,  E,  C,  and  G,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

I  led  my  company  across  this  open  space — some  600  yards — and  the  charge  wa 
made  directly  in  front  of  the  trench  occupied  by  the  enemy.  That  was  a  little  t 
the  left  of  the  blockhouse  directly  fronting  us,  and  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  th 
only  fortified  fieldworks  near  this  blockhouse. 

Our  lines  were  scattered  somewhat  in  moving  forward,  owing  to  distance  passei 
over,  steepness  of  slope,  and  the  enemy's  fire.  Our  foremost  men  were  delayed ; 
few  moments  near  the  crest  of  the  hill  from  our  artillery  fire  and  from  misuE 
derstanding  of  orders  sent  us,  but  continued  the  assault,  and  were  among  th 
first  to  gain  the  top  directly  in  front  of  this  trench,  so  that  as  we  gained  the  cres 
many  of  our  men  had  to  step  over  tliis  trench  filled  with  dead  and  wounded. 

I  claim  here  for  my  company  and  regiment  that  we  were  the  first  to  originat 
this  charge;  that  it  was  directly  in  front  of  the  trench,  and  that  when  we  wer 
near  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  awaiting  our  artillery  to  cease  firing  (four  shel 
dropping  near  us  and  over  the  enemy's  trench) ;  that  we  were  the  nearest  troo^ 
to  this  position,  and  some  of  the  men  of  my  company  among  the  first  to  gain  thi 
crest,  four  of  whom  were  wounded  at  this  time,  from  men  in  the  trench;  alsc 
Lieutenant  Ord,  Sixth  Infantry,  was  killed,  and  Captain  McFarland,  Sixteent 
Infantry,  wounded. 

Whoever  has  been  over  this  ground  will  know  how  long  this  trench  is  and  ii 
situation,  so  that  no  other  regiment  can  claim  this  same  front  at  this  time. 
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+  v?^  compaiiy  continued  to  take  part  in  the  battle  after  the  blockhouse  was 
taKen.  ADoiit  o  o  clock,  after  this  position  was  secured,  the  regiment  was  inarched 
Snn  ^  on  tiie  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  left  and  front  of  the  San  Juan  blockhouse,  within 
5UU  yards  ot  the  enemy's  trenches  near  Santiago  de  Cuba.  From  midnight  until 
tne  morning  ot  the  3d  the  regiment  was  occupied  in  throwing  up  earthworks,  the 
company  takmg  its  turn  at  this  work.  At  daylight  the  working  party  was  driven 
out  by  the  enemy's  fire  and  the  trenches  were  minned. 

Uurmg  the  .id  and  3d  the  company  was  part  of  the  time  in  the  trenches,  and 
also  acted  as  support     Most  of  this  time  they  were  continuously  under  fire. 

The  night  of  the  2d  they  took  part  in  the  engagement. 

Durmg  the  two  days,  when  the  company  was  not  actually  in  the  trenches,  they 
were  subject  to  a  most  severe  riHe  fire,  as  well  as  shrapnel  and  shell,  many  of 
the  latter  tailing  in  our  Imes  and  among  our  men.  The  only  protection  from  this 
fire  being  the  slight  slant  of  the  ground,  the  companies  were  much  more  willing 
to  go  m  the  trenches  than  held  as  a  support  under  this  harassing  fire. 

The  company  lost  13  killed  and  wounded.    I  should  like  to  state  here,  no  order 
was  given  for  this  (Jharge  referred  to,  except  my  calling  on  the  company  to  take 
up  the  charge,  which  was  handsomely  responded  to  by  the  company. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  R.  Stbedman, 
First  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A. 


Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  August  1, 189S. 

The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Thi'ough  military  channels.) 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  72,  C.  S. ,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by 
Company  D,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  in  the  battle  of  July  1,  2,  and  3,  1898: 

The  company,  commanded  by  Capt.  T.  W.  Morrison,  came  within  the  effective 
range  of  the  enemy's  rifles  about  noon  July  1,  while  marching  in  column  on  the 
road  to  the  front.  The  company  continued  its  movement  forward  and  passed 
through  an  opening  in  the  underbush  to  the  right  of  road  and  halted  for  a  few 
minutes.  The  company  was  ordered  to  move  forward.  About  this  time  the 
company  commander  was  killed  and  I  took  command  of  it.  We  waded  the  San 
Juan  River  and  halted  in  a  sunken  road,  beside  an  open  field,  across  which  the 
position  of  the  enemy  on  San  Juan  Hill,  distant  about  800  yards,  could  be  seen. 
Joined  other  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  in  the  successful  charge  upon 
the  blockhouse  and  trenches  on  San  Juan  Hill.  Fired  upon  retreating  Spaniards 
for  a  short  while,  then  rested  under  cover  to  our  right  of  blockhouse.  Was 
ordered  to  join  the  regiment  which  was  assembling  to  the  left  but  was  ordered 
by  General  Sumner  to  join  Lieutenant  Lyons,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  in  sup- 
port of  artillery.  After  artillery  had  been  withdrawn  I  was  requested  to  remain, 
as  it  was  thought  the  enemy  was  trying  to  retake  hill.  We  fired  for  a  short  while 
upon  the  Spaniards  in  their  trenches.  Was  again  ordered  to  join  regiment,  which 
I  did.  The  company,  with  the  other  companies  of  the  regiment,  was  engaged 
until  noon  July  3  in  digging  and  defending  trenches. 

Strength  of  company  morning  of  July  1 -     78 

Killed  and  wounded  July  1  _ 18 

KUled  and  wounded  July  2 _ 5 

Total - -- ---    23 

ery  respectfully, 

B.  T,  Simmons, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  Infantry.  Commanding  Company  D. 


Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Through  the  adjutant  Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herein  a  report  of  action  of  Company  F,  Six- 
teenth United  States  Infantry,  in  battle  of  July  1,  2,  and  3, 1898,  in  accordance 
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witli  requirements  of  General  Orders,  No.  73,  current  series,  Adjutant-General' 
Office. 

July  1, 1898. — The  company  with  the  regiment  moved  from  camp,  taking  th 
main  lower  road  to  Santiago  at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning — the  company  forminj 
the  rear  of  the  column.  About  11  a.  m.  we  crossed  San  Juan  River  and  halte( 
about  half  an  hour.  After  moving  forward  about  a  thousand  yards  blanket  roll 
were  thrown  aside,  and  company  was  prepared  for  action.  A  few  minutes  late: 
we  came  under  fire,  and  advanced  by  rushes  rapidly  down  the  road,  following  A 
Company  of  this  regiment  to  position  occupied  by  dynamite  gun.  At  this  poin 
we  turned  to  the  left  in  rear  of  line  occupied  by  the  Third  and  a  portion  of  thi 
Tenth  Cavalry.  Here  connection  with  remainder  of  the  regiment  was  lost,  bu 
company  continued  to  move  forward  in  this  direction  about  600  yards,  when  i 
was  halted,  and  position  of  regiment  ascertained.  We  moved  forward  througl 
a  prominent  gap  in  the  thicket  into  an  open  field,  forming  line  of  skirmishers 
Here  Captain  Woodbury  was  wounded.  Advancing  in  above  formation,  wi 
crossed  the  field  and  creek  and  portion  of  the  open  field  beyond,  when  we  wer( 
ordered  to  join  two  companies  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry.  Company  F  thei 
moved  rapidly  to  base  of  San  Juan  Hill,  then  up  the  hill,  and  joined  remaindei 
of  the  regiment,  which  formed  soon  after  near  the  blockhouse.  Remained  as  por 
tion  of  Second  Battalion  in  support  of  troops  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  to  the  left  oj 
the  blockhouse  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Withdrew  about  6  o'clock,  and  occu 
pied  hill  to  our  front  and  left,  constructing  rifle  pits  and  shelter  that  night 
Strength  of  company,  80;  loss — ^killed,  1;  wounded,  5;  missing,  1. 

July  S,  1898. — Company  remained  below  crest  of  hill  in  support  of  the  troops  it 
the  trenches.  Took  part  in  repelling  the  assault  made  on  our  lines  about  1( 
o'clock  that  night,  being  on  the  left  of  the  line  formed  by  the  regiment.  Loss- 
killed,  1;  wounded,  3. 

July  3, 1898. — Company  occupied  same  position  as  on  preceding  day. 

Edgar  Ridenoub, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry. 


Before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter,  dated  July  38, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  tc 
report  that  Company  G,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  broke  camp  at  about  6  a.  m.,  July  1 
1898.  After  marching  about  3  miles,  and  while  marching  in  column,  withoul 
any  chance  to  deploy,  was  fired  upon  from  flank.  The  growth  of  bushes  anc 
trees  was  so  dense  that  it  was  impossible  to  tell  exactly  from  what  direction  this 
fire  came.  After  marching,  subject  to  this  fire,  with  no  orders  but  to  go  ahead 
the  company  came  out  into  a  road,  in  front  of  which  stood  Fort  San  Juan,  at  i 
distance  of  about  800  yards. 

General  Hawkins,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  ordered  the  line 
of  fortifications  taken.  A  line  of  skirmishers  was  formed  here;  the  company 
advanced,  with  other  organizations,  and  was  present  at  the  taking  of  Fort  Sai 
Juan.  The  company  remained  in  this  vicinity  without  being  in  any  action  unti 
evening,  when,  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  it  was  placed  in  position  to  the  lef 
of  the  blockhouse  and  ordered  to  intrench. 

On  July  2  the  company  was  in  the  trenches  all  day,  participating  in  such  firinj 
as  was  directed  on  the  works  of  the  enemy. 
On  July  3  was  camped  in  the  rear  of  the  trenches  at  this  point  and  did  no  firing 
The  entire  company  was  present  on  the  1st,  with  the  exception  of  men  detailee 
for  necessary  guard  and  those  detached  by  orders. 

Casualties  were  as  follows:  On  July  1:  Killed,  1;  wounded,  14;  all  enlisted  men 
On  July  2:  Killed,  none;  wounded,  3  officers  and  4  enlisted  men.  On  July  3,  n( 
casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  W.  Dunning, 

Captain  of  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  O, 

Sixteenth  Infantry. 
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Company  H,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
In  Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  ^,  1898. 

^F^^^^u^^^^^^^'^-  S.  Army,  Washinpton,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

^i?nffl  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  V3,  current  series,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral s  umce,  i  nave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
my  company  (H) ,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  July  1  to  July  3, 1898,  inclusive: 

On  tne  morning  of  the  1st,  about  5  o'clock  a.  m.,  my  company  left  camp  with 
my  regiment  and  the  Sixth  Infantry  and  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers, 
the  three  regiments  forming  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Army 
Corps.  We  marched  along  a  very  narrow  trail,  only  wide  enough  in  few  places 
for  a  colunin  ot  fours.  Owing  to  the  crowded  road  there  were  many  halts.  At 
about  10  o  clock  a.  m.  we  crossed  the  San  Juan  River  at  an  old  sugar  refinery 
near  El  Poso,  a  hill  on  which  one  of  our  batteries  was  in  position  to  the  left  of  the 
road.  After  proceeding  along  the  trail  for  about  a  mile  with  constant  halts,  the 
men  were  ordered  to  lay  off  blanket  rolls.  Along  this  road  the  balloon  made  a 
partial  ascension.  It  was  trailed  along  the  road,  and  soon  drew  a  severe  fire  from 
the  Spanish  works  in  our  front  by  both  artillery  and  infantry,  which  not  only 
damaged  the  balloon, but  caused  the  loss  of  manymen,the  Mauser  bullets  raking 
through  the  whole  length  of  our  column.  This  fire  was  very  demoralizing  to 
many  men,  and  caused  some  straggling,  particularly  by  recruits.  On  Ijoth  sides 
of  the  road  was  a  dense,  impenetrable  thicket,  through  which  it  would  be  an 
impossibility  to  march  or  deploy  troops.  No  formation  for  battle  could  be  taken 
under  such  circumstances,  and  as  there  was  no  other  way,  the  troops  had  to  stand 
the  fii-e,  which  they  did  with  great  bravery  for  over  thirty  minutes.  Being  halted 
by  some  obstruction  ahead  constantly  during  the  largest  part  of  an  hour  and  most 
of  the  time  under  flre  without  any  possible  way  to  return  it,  my  company  finally 
came  to  a  point  where  Lieutenant  Woodward,  Sixteenth  Infantiy,  had  been 
posted.  Here  he  directed  my  company  to  turn  off  obliquely  to  the  right,  which  I 
did,  after  sending  Corp.  William  O'Brien  back  after  a  part  of  the  rear  of  the 
company,  which  had  become  separated  from  it  in  some  way.  I  am  indebted  to 
Lieut.  John  F.  Preston,  jr..  Sixteenth  Infantry,  for  assisting  me  in  getting  these 
men  up,  as  the  fire  at  this  time  and  point  was  very  severe.  I  was  delayed  at  this 
point  about  five  or  ten  minutes  by  this  circumstance.  I  was  enabled  to  finally 
take  15  more  men  into  action  than  I  would  have  had. 

I  now  turned  my  company  off  of  the  road,  as  directed,  to  the  right,  and  pro- 
ceeded obliquely  for  about  150  yards,  at  which  point  I  met  Colonel  Theaker,  Six- 
teenth Infantry,  who  ordered  me  to  put  my  company  in  line  and  move  forward, 
saying,  "  I  will  lead  you  myself."  I  obeyed  this  order,  and  after  moving  in  the 
direction  indicated  for  about  300  yards,  I  heard  Colonel  Theaker's  voice  calling  to 
me  to  return.  I  replied,  "  You  have  just  ordered  me  forward,"  and  he  replied, 
"  Well,  I  order  you  to  return."  I  moved  my  company  back  to  its  starting  point, 
and  on  arrival  I  met  Colonel  Theaker,  General  Hawkins,  and  General  Kent.  By 
the  two  latter  I  was  immediately  ordered  to  move  forward  (the  direction  being 
over  the  same  ground  I  had  just  been  over)  and  place  my  company  on  the  left  of 
the  Sixth  Infantry.  Capt.  T.  W,  Morrison  had  just  marched  up  to  this  point 
with  his  company,  and  just  as  I  started  forward  he  was  killed  and  was  lowered 
to  the  ground  by  his  men.  I  went  forward  with  his  dying  words  in  my  ears, 
"It  is  no  use;  I  am  killed."  About  300  yards  to  my  front  I  came  to  the  creek, 
which,  I  believe,  is  a  branch  of  the  San  Juan.  The  banks  here  were  about  20  feet 
high,  and  vertical.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Egbert,  Sisth  Infantry,  was  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  creek,  and  as  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  other  way  across  in 
sight,  I  jumped  off  of  the  bank  into  water  waist  deep  and  crossed  over,  my  entire 
company  following  in  this  way.  Below  I  could  see  no  outlet,  and  above  the 
stream  was  filled  with  floating  driftwood  and  brush.  I  climbed  and  waded 
through  this  to  where  I  could  ascend  the  bank  and  climbed  out.  It  was  very 
exhausting  work,  and  as  my  men  came  up  I  formed  line  immediately  in  front  of 
where  I  had  passed  Colonel  Egbert  and  waited  there,  resting  my  men  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes.  Here  E  Company,  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  with  Captain  Kenyon, 
came  just  after  my  arrival  and  took  a  position  on  my  right;  also  Captain  Turner, 
with  Lieutenant  Gleason  and  another  lieutenant,  whose  name  I  do  not  know. 
Their  men  were  with  my  company.  At  this  time  the  battery  of  four  Gatling 
guns  began  to  fire  from  the  bluff  we  had  just  left,  directly  over  our  heads,  and  as 
we  were  about  on  a  level  with  these  guns,  they  made  it  rather  uncomfortable  for 
the  few  minutes  I  stayed  there,  firing  directly  over  the  right  of  my  company. 
We  were  in  an  advanced  position,  as  I  have  since  learned,  but  could  not  see  any 
distance  ahead  owing  to  the  thick  brush  a  few  yards  in  front.    I  heard  someone 
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call  from  my  left,  "We  want  more  men  to  help  take  the  blockhouse."  I  imme 
diately  ordered  my  company  forward,  and  by  a  left  half  turn  I  moved  out  into  e 
road  with  a  high  wire  fence  along  it  between  myself  and  tbe  enemy.  Privatf 
Lawrence  C.  Martin  was  shot  just  before  this. 

The  foot  of  the  hUl,  which  was  along  our  front  obliquely,  was  here  about  30( 
yards  distant  at  a  point  just  below  the  blockhouse,  which  was  to  my  left  front, 
Many  of  my  men  climbed  over  the  fence ,  some  went  under  it ,  and  I  had  a  large  open- 
ing cut  with  the  sharpened  bayonets  in  my  company  through  which  many  went. 
Here  I  will  state  that  just  before  reaching  the  creek  we  had  just  crossed  in  the 
thicket,  the  two  regimental  color  bearers,  with  one  member  of  the  color  guard, 
reported  to  me.  The  regimental  color  was  carried  by  Corp.  William  G.  Vas 
Home,  of  my  company,  and  the  national  color  was  carried  by  Sergt.  John  R. 
Deihl,  of  my  company.  The  sergeant  who  carried  the  regimental  color  had  been 
killed  and  Van  Home  had  taken  the  color  in  his  place.  The  colors  had  not  been 
ordered  to  the  rear  on  coming  into  the  fire,  and  had  in  some  way  been  lost  by  the 
color  company.  I  directed  them  to  reihain  with  my  company.  It  moved  across 
the  short  distance  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  many  of  the  men  being  in  advance 
Private  Robert  M.  McCrory  went  up  the  hill  with  Lieutenant  Ord,  who  was 
killed  by  a  wounded  Spanish  soldier,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  officers  to  ascend 
the  hill.  Corpl.  Charles  E.  Morgan  went  up  the  hill  with  Capt.  George  H.  Palmer, 
Sixteenth  Infantry,  to  the  right  of  the  blockhouse.  I  inclose  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Palmer  commending  him  for  his  gallantry.  Acting  First  Sergt.  John  Dudly 
and  Private  Fred  G.  Mosely  were  among  the  first  on  the  hill;  also  Privates  Wil- 
liam Litzinger,  John  Allen,  Fred  G.  Schroeder,  Otto  Hasenfuss,  and  Henry 
Iddings,  who,  in  ascending,  passed  some  of  the  officers  of  my  regiment,  Captains 
Lassiler  and  Allen,  on  the  way  up.  The  colors  were  unfurled  when  near  the 
foot  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  blockhouse,  and  were  carried  rapidly  to  the  crest. 
Upon  arriving  on  top  of  the  hill,  just  after  the  colors,  I  began  placing  my  men  in 
the  blockhouse  and  on  both  flanks  of  it,  opening  fire  on  the  Spaniards.  Private 
William  Stone  was  killed  in  the  blockhouse  just  after  he  had  been  put  there. 

While  firing  on  the  Spaniards,  Private  John  Allen,  Company  H,  was  wounded 
to  the  left  of  the  house,  and  Private  Allen,  of  Company  C,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
was  killed  some  moments  before.  Upon  my  arrival  on  top  of  the  hill,  I  immedi- 
ately occupied  the  blockhouse  and  held  that  position.  At  this  time  the  large 
field,  extending  fully  a  thousand  yards  to  our  rear,  was  full  of  men,  a  large 
majority  of  them  apparently  without  any  formation,  all  advancing  and  firing 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  Our  troops  were  then  between  two  fires.  I  ordered 
Sergeant  Deihl,  the  color  sergeant  of  my  regiment,  to  go  to  the  edge  of  the  hiU 
to  our  rear  and  walk  along  it,  waving  the  fiag.  This  he  did,  and  a  few  minutes 
later  Lieutenant  Preston  took  the  regimental  flag  from  Corporal  Van  Home's 
hands  and  waved  it  in  the  same  manner,  to  try  and  stop  the  fire  from  the  rear. 
This  fire  was  kept  up  for  fully  twenty  minutes  or  more  after  my  arrival  at  the 
blockhouse.  Lieut.  Isaac  Erwin  was  particulary  active  in  assisting  me  and 
placing  the  men  where  they  could  do  the  most  good.  He  should  also  be  highly 
commended  for  his  gallantry  and  humanity  in  rendering  first  aid  to  the  wounded; 
while  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  front  and  rear  on  the  hill  of  San  Juan,  and  also 
while  in  the  thicket,  where  the  fire  came  from  every  direction  at  times,  as  well  as 
from  the  front.  Sergt.  Alvah  T.  Kase  was  always  found  at  his  place,  and  was 
fearless  and  active  in  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duty  while  under  fire  for  the 
first  time;  also  Acting  First-Sergeant  John  Dudley  and  Corpl.  Fredrick  Harfas. 
Private  Walter  T.  Noyes  was  particularly  brave  in  going  forward  as  a  scout  to 
find  the  position  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  ahead  of  me,  on  which  duty  he  received  a 
bullet  through  his  haversack;  he  walked  forward  fearlessly,  without  any  apparent 
thought  of  himself.  General  Hawkins  arrived  on  the  hill  about  thirty  minutes 
after  my  company,  where  I  reformed  it  and  also  some  other  companies  of  the  reg- 
iment. About  an  hour  after  my  arrival  I  was  ordered  with  my  company,  under 
Major  McLaughlin,  with  B  and  C  companies  of  the  regiment,  to  move  over  to  the 
left,  on  another  line  of  hills,  to  support  the  Tenth  Infantry.  Here  my  company 
was  for  a  while  under  a  heavy  cross  fire,  where  Acting  First  Sergt.  John  Dudly 
was  badly  bruised  by  a  large  peice  of  a  6-inch  shell,  and  Privates  Paul  B.  Messemer 
and  James  A.  Austin  were  wounded  by  rifle  bullets. 

About  11  o'clock  p.  m. ,  the  company  was  ordered  to  the  right,  and  took  a  position 
on  a  line  of  hills  in  front  or  west  of  the  San  Juan  Blockhouse  and  facing  at  a 
distance  of  450  yards  another  very  strongly  intrenched  position  with  a  large 
building  and  shed  turned  into  a  blockhouse.  Here  trenches  were  dug  that  night, 
the  men  working  hard  all  night  until  daylight  with  few  tools,  but  by  morning  we 
were  in  a  position  which  all  thought  impregnable.  My  company  was  detailed  for 
duty  in  the  trenches  for  the  day  of  the  8d,  and  remaining  there  all  that  day  under 
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L^f^^Ti^^®  ^i'0"i  the  front,  with  a  large  piece  of  artillery  firing  at  intervals  all 
^Jof  A- A  ^^^P  ^"^eyt  the  whole  length  of  the  trench,  but,  the  elevation  being  too 
i^!  >;,,+  * ^°  daniage  to  my  men.  My  company  during  this  day  was  allowed  to 
fflooV^  11^4.  ,  ^*  ^^*^  Spaniards,  for  the  reason,  I  suppose,  that  the  senior 
omcer  m  the  trench  seemed  to  have  gotten  the  idea  into  his  head  that  we  were 
bring  on  our  own  troops.  The  fire  on  this  day  from  the  front  by  General  Wheeler's 
men  was  very  damaging  to  them.  Three  times  during  this  day  I  saw  their  men 
run  out  ot  tlieir  works,  and  I  believe  if  the  troops  on  our  line  had  fired  as  much  as 
those  named  the  principal  stronghold  of  the  Spaniards  would  have  been  untenable 
tor  them,  as  the  fire  from  our  front  was  at  right  angles  to  that  from  General 
Wheelers  front.  Our  fire  seemed  to  draw  the  fire  from  the  Spanish  guns;  and 
every  tune  1  ordered  any  of  my  men  (usually  my  shai-pshooters)  to  fire  on  the 
Spanish  troops,  I  was  peremptorily  ordered  to  stop  firing.  This  I  did  not  obey 
until  I  received  a  positive  order  from  Major  McLaughlin  to  cease  fljing  entirely. 
When  my  company  was  placed  in  the  trench,  Colonel  Theaker  ordered  me  to  fire 
on  the  enemy  whenever  I  could  see  any  one  to  fire  on.  I  was  ordered  to  stop  firing 
for  the  reason  that  "  I  was  firing  on  our  own  people,"  which  was  not  a  fact,  and 
this  ofacer  afterwards  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  had  made  a  mistake.  All  during 
this  day  the  fire  from  the  Spanish  lines  in  my  front  was  very  heavy,  and  at  no 
time  could  a  man  leave  the  trench  without  having  a  number  of  shots  fired  at 
him.  The  part  of  the  line  I  mention  was  that  portion  of  the  Spanish  works  in 
my  front  and  a  part  of  their  line  where  the  fiag  of  truce  was  kept  up  by  them 
during  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  My  company  was  relieved  from  the  trenches 
at  7  o'clock  p.  m.  on  th3  3d  instant  and  was  placed  in  support. 

On  that  night  heavy  firing  took  place  all  along  the  entire  front  at  about  11 
o'clock  p.  m.  During  this  firing  some  troops  to  our  rear  fired  into  our  ranks  in 
the  darkness.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  about  12  m. ,  a  flag  of  truce  went  in,  and 
from  that  time  on,  the  3d  instant,  hostilities  were  suspended. 

In  reverting  to  my  movements  of  the  1st  of  July  I  would  like  to  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  may  company  was  not  with  any  other  company  ot  the  regiment  in  action 
on  that  day,  but  that  my  position,  until  the  charge  from  the  lane  across  the  field  to 
the  blockhouse ,  was  in  advance  and  to  the  right  of  any  of  the  companies  that  made 
the  charge  before  that  charge  was  made.  During  the  entire  action,  from  the  time 
General  Hawkins  ordered  my  company  forward,  I  never  received  a  command 
from  any  one  until  after  my  company  had  carried  the  colors  to  the  blockhouse, 
where  it  was  the  first  flag  on  the  San  Juan  Hill.  At  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  the 
blockhouse  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  I  could  see  no  other  men  there  but  those  of 
my  company  and  a  few  men  from  other  companies  of  the  regiment,  probably  8  or 
10,  and  all  of  these  later.  There  was  not  an  officer  there  at  this  time  but  Lieu- 
tenant Erwin  and  myself.  The  nature  of  the  country  we  had  passed  through, 
the  impenetrable  thickets  and  cactus  hedges  along  the  roadsides,  made  it  an  impos- 
sibility to  deploy  in  battle  formation  even  by  company.  The  fight,  as  far  as  I 
could  see,  was  carried  on  by  companies  acting  independently,  and  all  striving  to 
advance  to  the  open  ground,  where  something  could  be  seen  to  fire  on.  My  action 
was  entirely  independent  until  I  reached  the  blockhouse. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Whitall, 
Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 


In  the  Trenches, 
In  Front  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  9, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Sixth  Infantry,  Present. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Com- 
pany E,  Sixth  Infantry,  in  the  capture  of  Fort  San  Juan,  in  front  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  on  July  1,1898: 

Camp  was  broken  at  about  4.45  a.  m.,  and  the  column  put  m  march  toward  the 
front.  It  was  halted  to  permit  of  the  concentration  of  the  brigade,  and  again  to 
allow  the  cavalry  to  pass.  The  march  being  resumed,  the  command  was  soon 
within  range  of  the  enemy's  bullets,  and  was  moved  off  the  main  road  on  a  trail 
leading  to  the  left.  A  halt  was  made,  and  the  regiment  concentrated  on  a  small 
river  under  cover  of  trees  and  brush.  Captain  Turner's  company(B)was  ordered 
forward,  and  a  moment  later  Company  E,  vnth  orders  to  join  on  the  left  of  Com- 
pany B  and  support  the  Third  Cavalry,  but  not  to  cross  the  river.  This  move 
was  executed,  except  that  the  Third  Cavalry  was  not  seen.  In  fact,  very  little 
could  be  seen  by  either  company  commander  on  account  of  trees  and  brush,  while 
both  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  local  topography  and  of  the  enemy's  position. 
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Captain  Turner  moved  his  company  to  the  right.  The  enemy's  fire  now  began  to 
tell  severely  on  the  two  companies,  which  were  within  600  yards  of  his  position. 
Capt.  B.  A.  Byrne's  company  (H)  now  came  up,  opened  fire  for  a  few  moments, 
and  then  withdrew  toward  the  right.  Company  B  had  withdrawn  and  Company 
E  was  ordered  to  fall  back.  I  reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Egbert  what  had 
occurred  and  requested  further  orders.  He  said:  "We  will  move  forward."  The 
company  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  crossed  the  fire-swept  field  a  third  time, 
vsrith  additional  losses.  Colonel  Egbert  went  with  the  company,  and  was  the  first 
in  that  part  of  the  line  to  cross  the  river  by  wading,  the  water  being  about  3  feet' 
deep.  He  was  followed  at  once  by  Company  E,  and  a  position  taken  under  cover 
of  the  bank  of  the  stream.  Here  the  men  were  safe  from  bullets  from  the  front,  i 
We  were  closely  followed  by  a  company  (Captain  Whitall's)  of  the  Sixteenth; 
Infantry,  and  Company  B,  Sixth  Infantry.  Lieutenant  Benchley  (of  Company  E)  | 
was  sent  back  by  Colonel  Egbert  with  orders  for  the  rest  of  the  regiment  to  follow  j 
across  the  river,  and  soon  Captains  Walker  and  Torrey  appeared. 

We  could  still  see  nothing  of  the  country,  the  bank  being  lined  with  brush. 
The  place  was  getting  crowded,  and  more  men  were  coming.  Investigation 
showed  that  a  "swale"  extended  to  the  right  large  enough  to  hold  two  of  our 
small  companies.  Company  E  and  Captain  Whitall's  company  were  moved 
there  at  once,  and  we  were  protected  from  fire  both  from  front  and  rear,  for  in 
our  advanced  position  the  latter  was  at  once  annoying  and  dangerous.  I  reported 
again  to  Colonel  Egbert  for  orders.  Again  his  remark  was:  "  We  will  move  for- 
ward." Leaving  the  company  in  the  swale,  a  reconnoissance  was  made  to  the 
front,  and  for  the  first  time  our  objective  was  seen.  The  hollow  occupied  by  the 
company  lay  almost  between  two  hills  occupied  by  the  enemy,  a  grassy  field  con- 
taining a  few  scattered  trees  lying  between  our  position  and  theirs.  The  hill  to 
the  left  was  high  and  very  steep;  on  its  summit  was  the  Spanish  work  called  Fort 
San  Juan;  oflE  to  the  left  a  line  of  our  troops  was  forming  in  front  of  this  position 
and  about  400  yards  from  it.  The  company  was  at  once  placed  in  position  on  the 
extreme  right  of  this  line,  and  a  brisk  fire  was  opened  on  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Egbert  visited  the  right  at  this  time  and  was  informed  that  the  company  waa 
trying  the  efEect  of  volleys.    He  said,  "Very  well,"  and  went  toward  the  left. 

Being  on  the  flank,  the  company  was  pushed  forward  of  the  main  line  along  a 
road  which  ran  obliquely  to  the  right  front,  and  then  put,  without  loss,  over  the 
high  barbed-wire  fence  which  lined  the  road.  This  movement  brought  the  com- 
pany again  somewhat  ahead  of  the  main  line  and  separated  slightly  from  it.  The 
company  was  pushed  forward  in  double  time  to  gain  a  more  sheltered  position 
in  the  dead  space  under  the  hill.  The  forward  rush  having  been  made  without 
loss,  its  impetus  carried  the  men  up  on  the  slope  of  the  spur  running  eastward 
from  the  fort. 

From  here  could  be  seen  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  our  Gatling  gun,  which  had 
the  range  accurately  and  was  sweeping  along  the  trenches  of  the  enemy  with  the 
utmost  precision.  It  greatly  demoralized  the  enemy,  some  of  whom  could  be 
seen  running  from  their  places.  This  was  noticed  by  some  soldiers  on  my  left,  and 
who  waved  their  hats  for  the  others  to  follow.  On  glancing  below  it  was  noticed 
that  the  forward  movement  of  our  troops  had  ceased,  and  that  they  were  appar- 
ently forming  by  battalions  or  regiments.  It  seemed  that  the  hill  and  fort  could 
be  taken  by  an  immediate  advance  while  the  enemy  was  still  demoralized  by  the 
fire  of  the  Gatling  gun  and  might  be  lost  to  us  by  a  few  moments'  delay.  Lieu- 
tenant Ryther,  who  had  conformed  to  the  movement  of  Company  E,  was  therefore 
requested  to  go  down  the  hill  and  tell  all  of&cers  that  the  fort  was  ours  if  reen- 
f  orcements  were  pushed  forward  at  once .  Lieutenant  Ryther  was  loath  to  return , 
but,  realizing  the  military  necessities  of  the  case,  he  sacrificed  to  a  sense  of  duty 
his  own  personal  wish  to  be  among  the  first  to  reach  the  enemy's  stronghold,  and 
descended  to  deliver  the  message.  Our  artillery  fire  having  ceased,  Company  E 
went  up  the  hill,  and  was  the  first  organization  of  our  army  to  reach  the  summit 
and  the  fort.  A  number  of  enlisted  men  of  other  companies  joined  in  this 
advance  and  reached  the  crest  with  us.  At  this  time  there  were  a  few  Spaniards 
in  the  blockhouse  and  in  the  trenches  to  the  flanks,  but  the  greater  part  were  in 
rear  of  the  fort,  retreating  to  a  position  in  rear. 

There  being  no  other  officer  present  on  the  summit,  I  directed  the  blockhouse 
and  trenches  to  be  cleared  of  the  enemy,  the  arms  to  be  taken  from  the  dead  and 
wounded  Spaniards  and  piled  together,  and  fire  opened  on  the  retreating  enemy. 
A  few  prisoners  were  taken,  and  the  captured  arms  were  piled  in  rear  of  the  crest. 
Many  men  of  different  regiments  were  soon  on  the  summit.  They  spread  out  on 
the  flanks  and  opened  an  efl:'ective  fire  on  the  enemy.  General  Hawkins  arrived 
soon  after  and  assumed  command.  He  was  accompanied  by  Captain  Horton,  of 
his  staff.  Among  the  first  ofl&cers  to  reach  the  fort  were  Capt.  Charles  Byrne, 
Sixth  Infantrv:  Lieut.  W.  H.  Simons.  Sixth  Infantrv:  Lieut.  Samuel  DiinniTie'. 
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At  General  Hawkins's  order  the  company  was  assembled  and  ordered  to  lie 
down  in  rear  of  the  crest,  for  the  enemy  had  now  opened  fire  on  our  position. 
Later  the  Sixth  Infantry  was  formed  somewhat  in  rear  of  this  point,  and  there 
Company  E  rejoined  it. 

At  about  5.30  p.  m.  the  regiment  moved  to  the  left  and  intrenched  its  position 
on  the  west  slope  of  the  captured  hill.  Without  having  specially  noted  the  time, 
it  must  have  been  about  11  o'clock  when  the  company  went  into  action  and  about 
1  o'clock  when  the  fort  was  taken.  The  conduct  of  the  company  in  general  was 
admirable  and  beyond  praise.  With  a  loss  of  35  per  cent  of  its  strength,  there 
was  not  a  moment's  faltering,  even  under  the  severest  fire,  and  there  was  seen 
only  an  eagerness  to  be  led  against  the  enemy,  which  was  kept  up  to  the  very  end 
of  the  fight. 

My  lieutenants  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  Lieutenant  Simons  displayed  the 
greatest  coolness  and  gallantry  throughout  the  fight,  and  after  being  wounded 
remained  on  the  field  for  several  hours  and  until  the  issue  of  the  day  was  no  longer 
in  doubt.  He  left  then  only  by  order.  Lieutenant  Benchley  was  as  brave  as  could 
be,  and  died  while  gallantly  performing  important  and  dangerous  duty  under  Col- 
onel Egbert's  orders. 


•  Barbed  m'refince. 


— ' Rout» ^ Co,S,€ffr.  tnfantrf.  "^       ■<^*^i!''"*     o 


A  list  of  casualties  has  already  been  submitted,  but  in  order  to  complete  this 
■eport  it  is  embodied  herein: 

lAst  o/comaZMes.— Killed:  Second  Lieut.  E.  N.  Benchley,  Private  David  Butler, 
rulyl,1898.  Wounded:  SecondLieut.  William  H.Simons,  Sergt.  James M.Irvin, 
Privates  Leander  Begley,  Robert  H.  Breeze,  Lewellyn  H.  Converse,  Jeremiah 
riynn,  Arthur  C.  Gordy,  Jefferson  Gump,  Mont  Manning,  William  Taphom, 
md  Thomas  Watters,  July  1, 1898;  Private  Charlie  H.  Horn,  July  3, 1898. 

Of  tactics  employed  by  the  company  there  is  little  to  be  said.    Owing  to  the 

lature  of  the  roads  it  was  necessary  to  march  either  in  single  or  double  column 

if  files.    The  company  was  formed  for  action  under  fire  at  less  than  600  yards 

rem  the  enemy  by  a  sort  of  right  front  into  line  of  skirmishers  from  single  file. 

19  MG 


290  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Intervals  were  fairly  well  maintained,  though  at  halts  there  was  a  tendency  t 
group  about  a  clump  of  trees  or  bushes.  The  forward  rush  was  continuous  acros 
an  open  grassy  field,  and  was  in  double  time,  without  firing.  This  long  advanc 
was  made  possible  by  the  fact  that  the  enemy's  trenches  were  not  on  the  "  miL 
tary  crest "  of  the  hill,  but  farther  back.  A  very  considerable  dead  space  wa 
thus  left  unexposed  to  fire.  When  the  spur  was  reached  we  were  again  in  th 
open,  but  the  fire  of  the  Gatling  gun  at  this  time  fully  occupied  the  attention  o 
the  enemy.  The  final  advance  up  the  spur  was  without  any  regular  formatiM 
nor  was  any  attempted;  it  was  a  paramount  consideration  to  get  men  on  the  sum 
mit,  with  or  without  regular  formation. 

The  fire  discipline  of  the<!ompany  was  excellent.  Its  losses  were  severe;  it  wa 
practically  under  artillery  fire  for  some  little  time;  it  went  into  action  under  heav; 
infantry  at  comparatively  short  range;  but  not  a  shot  was  fired  until  the  commani 
was  given.  Volleys  were  fired  as  if  at  drill,  and  the  mode  of  fire  was  absolutel; 
under  the  control  of  the  company  commander  and  was  changed  at  vrill  by  him 
As  to  results,  it  is  difficult  to  give  a  decided  opinion,  though  the  effect  of  voile; 
firing  seemed  to  be  somewhat  greater  than  that  of  individual  firing. 

The  following  sketch,  made  from  memory  after  passing  over  the  ground  during 
the  progress,  will  serve  to  indicate  the  route  followed  by  Company  E  on  the  Is 
of  July,  after  getting  vnthin  range  of  the  enemy's  fire.  It  should  be  noted  tha 
the  Spanish  had  no  artUlery  at  this  point. 

Very  respectfully,  L.  W.  V.  Kennon, 

Captain,  Sixth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  E. 


Hospital  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-Q-eneeal, 

Mrst  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  a  brief  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Sixtl 
United  States  Infantry  on  July  1 ,  1898.  Leaving  camp  at  4.45  a.  m. ,  after  f requeni 
halts  I  arrived  at  the  crossing  of  Guama  Creek  toward  noon  and  was  directec 
by  General  Hawkins  to  cross  the  creek  and  endeavor  to  enfilade  one  or  both  fronti 
of  the  main  fortification  of  the  Spaniards,  as  might  prove  most  practicable.  Cross 
ing  the  creek  and  advancing  up  the  main  road  leading  west,  I  passed  the  line  helc 
by  the  Sixth  Cavalry  deployed,  that  being  our  extreme  left  as  I  believe.  Entering 
a  field  of  high  grain,  I  reconnoitered  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  person  and  ther 
sent  forward  as  skirmishers  two  companies  of  the  First  Battalion  and  two  ol 
the  Second,  holding  the  other  four  in  reserve.  Two  of  these  skirmish  companief 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  position  and  held  on  to  it;  the  other  two  were  driver 
back  with  some  loss.  Appreciating  the  fact  that  I  had  a  difficult  task  before  me 
I  at  once  deployed  the  whole  regiment.  Major  Miner  commanding  the  Second 
Battalion  and  Captain  Crowell  the  First,  in  skirmish  order,  and  pressed  forward 
to  what  I  understand  to  be  San  Juan  Creek,  a  deep  stream  which  the  regimeni 
forded  necessarily  in  broken  formation,  owing  to  the  intricacies  of  the  stream, 
All  pushed  forward  and  I  rallied  the  companies  at  a  wire  fence  on  a  low  road 
parallel  to  the  enemy's  main  work.  After  some  firing  I  advanced  the  regiment ,  and 
on  its  left  one  and  a  half  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  over  the  fence 
and  into  the  grain  field  leading  up  to  the  fortification  and  opened  a  fire  so  heavy 
as,  for  the  time,  to  effect  the  object  of  keeping  down  the  fire  on  the  flank  thus 
partially  enfiladed.  Gradually,  however,  the  fire  of  the  Spaniards  increased,  and 
officers  and  men  fell  around  me  in  such  numbers  that  I  withdrew  the  companies, 
one  by  one,  to  the  road  near  by,  where  we  continued  the  fire.  Most  of  my  loss! 
which  is  heavy,  occurred  in  holding  this  grain  field.  At  this  period  the  charge 
began  from  the  lower  part  of  the  field,  which  was  joined  in  by  my  regiment  and 
which  carried  the  fortification  ultimately.  As  I  joined  in  the  charge  I  was  shol 
through  the  body,  and  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  on  Major  Miner, 
who  will  report  on  the  carrying  of  the  work. 

I  was  ably  assisted  during  the  action  by  my  adjutant.  Lieutenant  Bennett,  and 
my  quartermaster.  Lieutenant  Atkinson,  but  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regi- 
ment fought  with  such  courage  and  good  will  that  none  can  be  specially  named 
vrithout  naming  all.  The  regiment  went  into  action  with  30  officers  (line)  and 
about  460  muskets.  The  loss  is  4  officers  killed:  Captain  WetheriU,  First  Lieu- 
tenant Ord  (aid  to  brigade  commander).  Second  Lieutenant  Benchley,  Second 
Lieutenant  Turman  (mortally  wounded,  died  to-day);  wounded.  Captain  Walker, 
Captain  Torrey,  Second   Lieutenants   Simons,  Purdy,  Gross,   Robertson    and 

mvself.      Onft  Vmnrlrefl  n.n^  f.TxrfiTif,v-HiTr  ATi1iH+:arl    -mem   .^t.a  va-r.r.^-.A-r.A  4.«  -^^   j^_?i jj 
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•wotmded,  but  tie  exact  proportion  of  these  is  not  yet  ascertained.  Considering 
the  difficulties  of  the  locality  and  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  this  seems  to  me  a  very 
creditable  fight.  Owing  to  my  own  casualty  I  am  not  yet  able  to  give  the  names 
of  officers  and  number  of  men  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  in  the  grain  field  with  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Harry  C.  Egbert, 
,  lAeutenant-Colcmel,  Sixth  Infantry,  then  Commanding. 


Camp  Sixth  Infantry, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  S6,  1898. 

The  Adjutant,  Sioeth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Sixth  United  States  Infantry, 
dated  July  26, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  battle 
of  July  1, 1898,  before  the  blockhouse  of  San  Juan,  Santiago  de  Cuba: 

Company  G-,  Sixth  Infantry,  at  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  was  near  the 
right  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  line,  and  when  the  regiment  entered  the  woods  and 
tail  grass  along  the  .?tream  in  front  of  San  Juan,  Company  G  was  ordered  forward 
to  support  B  Company,  Sixth  Infantry,  supposed  to  be  on  the  left  of  the  cavalry 
troops  on  the  firing  line  on  the  farther  side  of  the  stream.  Company  G  upon  mov- 
ing forward  found  B  Company  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  on  the  near  side  of 
the  stream,  under  a  hot  fire  and  with  orders  not  to  cross  the  stream.  The  com- 
pany commander  of  B  Company  reported  no  cavalry  in  front,  and  having  orders 
not  to  cross  the  stream,  ordered,  after  a  few  minutes,  B  and  G  companies  to  the 
rear.  The  companies  going  to  the  rear  in  double  time  became  scattered  in  the 
thick  undergrowth  and  grass.  Upon  following  my  company  to  the  rear,  I  found 
only  about  half  a  dozen  men  together.  I  told  them  to  remain  where  they  were 
and  went  in  search  of  others.  I  gathered  one  here  and  one  there,  and  after  col- 
lecting three  or  four,  all  I  could  find,  I  returned  with  them,  only  to  find  that  the 
others  had  been  absorbed  by  other  organizations.  After  passing  up  and  down  the 
field  several  times  in  a  vain  attempt  to  collect  G  Company,  and  finding  it  impos- 
sible, I  took  what  few  men  I  had  and  went,  according  to  orders,  to  the  left  of  our 
line  at  the  end  of  the  road  leading  along  the  wire  fence.  Here  I  joined  F  Com- 
pany, Sixth  Infantry,  and  went  with  it  into  the  open  field  on  the  left  of  the  wood, 
intending  to  join  it  in  the  charge.  Firing  was  going  on  behind  us  and  the  com- 
pany commander  of  F  Company  directed  me  to  go  and  stop  the  firing  in  our  rear. 
Having  done  this,  I  happened  to  see  a  few  of  G  Company  men  with  other  regi- 
ments along  the  fence  and  ordered  them  to  join  F  Company.  Upon  going  to 
rejoin  F  Company  I  found  it  had  returned  inside  the  fence.  Then  I  went  a  little 
way  to  seek  more  of  G  Company  men,  and  upon  returning  found  that  all  the 
troops  of  our  line  had  moved  forward,  and  heard  that  the  Spanish  had  surren- 
dered to  our  forces.  There  being  no  troops  to  join  at  the  time,  I  devoted  myself 
to  emergency  dressing  of  several  officers  and  men  lying  near,  believing  the  fight- 
ing about  over.  Later  in  the  day  I  rejoined  my  regiment  in  the  trenches,  and 
found  a  few  members  of  my  company  that  had  been  much  scattered,  the  frag- 
ments joining  various  organizations  of  cavalry  and  infantry  in  the  fight.  Others 
returned  from  day  to  day  from  troops  they  had  joined.  The  casualties  of  G 
Company  on  July  1, 1898,  were  Second  Lieut.  John  Robertson,  Sixth  Infantry, 
wounded;  Sergt.  Tobias  Wunder,  wounded;  Corpl.  John  N.  Shepherd,  wounded; 
Musician  J.  F.  "W.  Henderson,  killed;  Musician  George  H.  Doherty,  wounded; 

Privates  John  C.  Brennan,  Edw.  T.  Horsley,  Edw.  Eck,  wounded;  Private 

Allard,  missing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Wm.  K.  Jones, 

First  lAeutenant,  Sixth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  O. 


Headquarters  Sixth  Infantry, 
Camp  near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  SI,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  O. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  as  supplemental  to  the  report  of  Col.  H.  C. 
Egbert,  which  I  understand  has  been  made,  the  part  taken  by  the  Sixth  United 
States  Infantry  in  the  action  of  July  1,  from  the  time  I  assumed  command  of  it. 

When  I  first  heard  of  the  wounding  of  Colonel  Egbert  I  was  on  the  San  Juan 
Hill  with  practically  four  companies  of  the  regiment,[about  100  yards  to  the  right 
of  what  is  known  as  the  San  Juan  Blockhouse,  where  the  rest  of  the  regiment  was. 
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The  firing  was  still  going  on  in  our  front,  so  I  sent  an  order  for  the  companies  a 
the  blockhouse  to  join  me.  Captain  Kennon  came  from  the  blockhouse  to  m 
with  an  order  from  General  Hawkins,  saying  "that  the  Sixth  Infantry  had  carrie 
the  blockhouse  and  would  hold  it,  and  for  me  to  move  to  that  point,"  which  I  a 
once  did,  the  men  lying  just  back  of  the  west  of  the  hill  to  avoid  the  fire  that  wa 
sweeping  it.  We  lay  here  till  nearly  sundown,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  th 
regiment  to  the  left  and  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Infantry,  which 
did.  The  ridge  was  "refused,"  throwing  me  in  the  rear  of  regiments  to  my  lei 
across  a  valley,  so  that  the  Sixth  Infantry  was  practically  in  reserve,  though  unde 
fire.     Shelter  trenches  were  dug,  and  that  ended  our  work  on  the  1st  of  July. 

The  losses  of  the  regiment,  which  have  been  rejjorted,  consisted  of  3  officer 
killed,  8  wounded  (one  mortally),  13  enlisted  men  killed  and  101  wounded.  Th 
regiment  took  into  action  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  29  ofBcers  and  435  enlisted  men 

There  was  an  impression  that  a  number  of  the  officers  were  shot  from  tree 
before  the  regiment  came  out  of  the  brush.  I  am  satisfied  this  is  not  the  case,  a 
in  no  case  is  there  a  wound  on  an  officer  that  comes  from  above,  but,  on  the  con 
trary,  the  wounds  are  parallel  with  the  ground. 

The  fire  of  the  regiment  was  under  perfect  control  from  first  to  last,  and  th 
striking  point  in  that  connection  was  the  small  amount  of  firing  done  on  the  line 

I  have  already  sent  in  a  separate  report  of  officers  and  men  specially  recom 
mended. 

To  my  knowledge  no  officer  or  man  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  failed  to  do  his  duty 
The  band,  whose  instruments  were  left  on  the  transport,  rendered  the  bestof  serv 
ice  in  removing  wounded  from  the  field,  and  3  of  them  were  wounded  in  the  pei 
formance  of  that  duty. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  companies.    It  ha 
been  impossible  to  get  them  together  and  forward  them  sooner.    Up  to  the  dati 
of  the  surrender,  there  was  no  material  on  which  to'make  reports,  and  since  tha 
time  the  officers  have  been  so  sick  and  weak  that  it  has  been  impossible. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  Miner, 
lAeutenant-Colonel  of  Infantry,  Commanding. 


In  Camp, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  31,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  near  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Sir:  In  coinpliance  with  your  instructions  of  July  38, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  t( 
render  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Company  E,  Sixth  Infantry,  ii 
the  actions  of  July  3  and  8, 1898.    Report  has  already  been  made  covering  its  oper 
ations  on  the  1  st  instant. 

July  S!. — The  company  continued  the  work  on  trenches  begun  on  the  evening  o: 
the  1st  until  about  3.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  labor  being  chiefly  done  with  bayoneti 
for  picks  and  tin  cups  for  shovels.  At  4.50  a.  m.  a  brisk  fire  was  opened  by  th( 
enemy,  which  was  returned  by  trooi)s  on  our  right  and  on  our  left  front.  Beinj 
in  reserve,  Company  E  took  no  active  part  in  the  engagement.  It  lay  on  th( 
reverse  slope  of  the  west  end  of  the  Fort  San  Juan  Hill,  a  slope  swept  by  a  graz 
ing  cross  fire  of  infantry  and  artillery,  which  compelled  the  men  to  lie  closely  ii 
the  trenches,  or  to  lie  down  flat  upon  the  ground  to  the  rear.  Firing  ceased  a; 
dusk.  At  about  midnight  (13.10  a.  m.)  an  energetic  fire,  both  of  infantry  am 
artillery,  was  opened  by  the  enemy  on  our  position,  interrupting  for  a  time  th( 
work  of  deepening  and  enlarging  our  trenches. 

July  3. — During  this  day  we  lay  in  the  trenches,  subject  to  the  same  fire  as  oi 
the  3d,  taking  no  other  part  in  the  action. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  L.  "W.  V.  Kennon, 

Captain,  Sixth  Infantry  Commanding  Company  E. 


In  Camp, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  SO,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  present. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  your  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub 
mit  the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by  Company  D,  Sixth  Infantry,  in  th( 
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battle  of  July  1,  2,  and  3,  1898.    The  present  company  commander  was  with 
Company  A  on  July  1,  hence  the  following  report  of  Lieutenant  Heidt  is  given: 

Near  Santiago  db  Cuba, 

July  S6,  1898. 
The  Adtutant 

Sixth  United  States  Infantry,  present. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  your  offlce,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  D  Company,  Sixth  Infantry,  in  the 
action  of  July  1, 1898.  From  the  point  1,  D  Company  was  ordered  to  move  out 
into  the  field  on  the  right  and  join  onto  the  left  of  the  cavalry.  [There  were  then 
present  with  the  company  3  ofllcers  (Captain  Torrey,  Lieutenants  Purdy  and 
Heidt)  and  54  enlisted  men.]  Captain  Torrey  formed  the  company  in  line  of 
sMrmishers  facing  toward  the  blockhouse  (Fort  San  Juan)  as  far  as  its  position 
was  thought  to  be.  He  then  directed  me  to  go  to  the  right  and  find  the  cavalry 
while  he  moved  the  company  forward,  inclining  it  to  the  right.  The  company 
now  came  under  a  heavy  infantry  fire  from  the  enemy.  After  searching  for  the 
cavalry  on  the  right  and  finding  it  was  not  there,  I  returned  and  made  that  report 
to  Captan  Torrey.  He  ordered  the  company  to  take  advantage  of  cover,  and  I 
think  that  he  withdrew  a  few  paces  to  speak  with  Colonel  Egbert.  About  this 
time  a  ciompany  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  came  up  from  the  rear  and  caused  some 
confusion,  mixing  with  D  Company.  E  Company  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  came  up 
to  the  right  of  D.    Captain  Ton-ey  now  ordered  forward  slowly  and  cautiously. 


The  fire  from  the  enemy  became  more  and  more  severe  as  we  advanced.  Three 
or  four  men  were  wounded  before  we  reached  the  creek.  The  men  were  anxious 
to  return  the  fire,  but  were  not  allowed  to  do  so.  No  shots  were  fired  by  the 
company  before  crossing  the  creek.  The  conduct  of  the  men  was  excellent.  A 
few  men  became  detached  and  attached  themselves  to  C  Company.  The  creek 
was  crossed  at  2  o'clock.  I  do  not  know  what  orders  Captain  Torrey  received, 
but  after  a  short  stop  under  cover  of  the  bank  of  the  creek  the  company  was 
moved,  together  with  others,  to  the  left  front  at  3  o'clock,  where  we  were  detained 
some  time  in  cutting  the  wire  fence  so  that  we  could  push  on  into  the  field.  Part 
of  the  company  only  succeeded  in  getting  through  this  wire  fence.  It  is  reported 
to  me  by  the  first  sergeant  that  the  regimental  commander  stopped  the  remainder 
of  the  company  from  coming  through,  saying  that  it  was  too  dangerous.  Thus 
the  company  again  became  divided.  The  three  company  officers  had  already  gone 
through  the  fence  and  into  the  field,  where  line  of  skirmishers  was  at  once  formed 
and  advancement  begun  The  firing  began  here  and  the  company  moved  directly 
toward  Fort  San  Juan. 

Captain  Torrey  was  wounded  by  a  shot  in  the  thigh  some  minutes  after  he  came 
into  the  field.  I  was  standing  next  to  him  when  he  was  shot.  The  force  of  the 
bullet  knocked  him  down  very  forcibly.  I  assisted  in  carrying  him  to  the  rear 
and  dressed  his  wound  and  sent  him  to  the  division  hospital.  Soon  after  Lieu- 
tenant Purdy  was  brought  back  with  a  similar  wound,  wMch  I  also  dressed. 
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When  I  rejoined  the  company,  after  doing  some  other  wound  dressing,  Fort  Sai 
Juan  had  been  taken.  The  senior  sergeant  reported  with  16  men  to  me  for  dut; 
and  shortly  afterwards  I, moved  this  remnant  of  the  company  to  the  left  an! 
intrenched  it  on  the  hill.  During  the  engagement  3  officers  and  17  enlisted  mei 
were  wounded  and  1  enlisted  man  was  killed.  The  company  suffered  most  from  thi 
fire  of  the  enemy  immediately  after  going  through  the  wire  fence  at  3  o'clock,  an( 
near  that  point.  Though  much  scattered  and  broken,  the  company  took  part  ii 
the  charge  and  reached  the  fort  in  time  to  fire  into  the  fleeing  Spaniards. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  V.  Heidt, 
Second  Ldeutenant,  Sixth  Infantry. 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  26, 1898. 
The  Adjutant, 

Sixth  United  States  Infantry,  Present. 
Sie:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  your  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub 
mit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  D  Company,  Sixth  Infantry,  in  th( 
action  of  July  1,  1898: 

On  July  3  and  3  the  company  was  engaged  principally  in  improving  its  trenchei 
on  the  crest  of  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  hill  on  which  Fort  San  Juan  ii 


located.  Being  posted  in  a  secondary  line,  no  firing  was  done.  The  intrench 
ments  here  proved  of  great  advantage,  as  the  company  was  under  the  fire  of  th( 
small  arms  and  artillery  of  the  enemy.  As  a  great  portion  of  this  fire  came  ovei 
the  hill  on  which  the  advance  line  was  posted,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  note  here  thai 
the  conduct  of  the  men  under  the  trying  conditions  of  being  unable  to  return  flr( 
was  most  gratifying. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  R.  Chrisman, 
First  ldeutenant.  Sixth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  D. 
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Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  SO,  1898. 
The  Adjutant,  Sixth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Com- 
pany B,  Sixth  Infantry,  in  the  battle  of  Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  1,  18'  3: 

The  command  broke  camp  at  4.45  a.  m.  on  the  1st;  the  Sixth  Infantry  was  in 
the  lead  of  the  column  of  the  First  Division;  the  First  Battalion  of  the  regiment 
was  in  the  lead,  A  Company  being  the  leading  company  and  B  Company  the  second. 
The  command  marched  in  column,  halting  several  times — some  of  the  halts  being 
under  fire — and  finally  halted,  concentrating  in  tha  underbrush  at  a  point  about 
500  yards  from  the  enemy's  strong  position— Fort  San  Juan — and  some  50  or  60 
yards  from  the  point  where  the  company  crossed  the  creek.  The  regimental 
commander,  accompanied  by  his  adjutant,  proceeded  to  the  front.  In  a  few  min- 
utes the  adjutant  informed  me  that  the  regimental  commander  wished  to  see  me. 
I  reported  to  him,  but  received  no  instructions  or  orders.  In  a  short  time  after 
reporting  I  was  told  to  join  my  company.  A  few  minutes  afterwards  I  was  again 
directed  to  report  to  the  regimental  commander,  which  I  did,  and  received  the  fol- 
lowing instructions:  "Deploy  your  company  as  skirmishers  and  reenforce  the 
Third  Cavalry,  taking  position  on  their  left.  Under  no  circumstances  cross  the 
creek."  In  answer  to  my  inquiry  as  to  the  position  of  the  Third  Cavalry  I  received 
the  reply:  "I  don't  know;  somewhere  on  the  right."  The  company  was  moved 
to  the  front  in  skirmish  line,  and  halted  in  rear  of  a  thick  growth  of  under- 
brush near  the  bank  of  the  creek.  The  movement  was  made  under  fire,  but  no 
one  was  hit.  Almost  immediately  after  the  company  was  halted  Captain  Kennon 
reported  his  company  (E)  to  me,  saying  he  was  ordered  to  reenforce  me,  taking 
position  on  my  left.  I  directed  him  under  no  circumstances  to  take  his  company 
across  the  creek,  and  there  being  no  room,  on  account  of  the  underbrush  and  the 
change  of  direction  of  the  creek,  for  his  company  to  take  position  on  my  left,  B 
Company  was  moved  to  the  right  and  halted,  E  Company  moving  up  and  takiiig 
the  position  vacated  by  B.  The  enemy  poured  in  several  volleys  on  the  company, 
wounding  8  men. 

Not  being  able  to  see  anything  of  the  Third  Cavalry  on  my  right,  I  sent  3 
scouts  across  the  creek.  They  examined  the  woods  in  front  of  them,  but  found 
none  of  our  troops  there.  The  men  stood  up  well  under  the  fire  which  was  poured 
in  upon  them  until  a  company  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  was  deployed  about  50  yards 
in  their  rear  and  the  commands  "  Fire  at  will,  lying  down,  at  the  enemy,  point- 
blank  "  were  given.  Almost  to  a  man  they  called  out  not  to  fire  on  them.  Being 
unable  to  do  anything  in  the  position  the  company  was  then  in,  the  order  "  To  the 
rear"  was  given  to  both  B  and  E  companies.  They  moved  to  the  rear  and  were 
halted  at  or  near  the  point  whence  they  started. 

I  sent  word  by  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  company  to  the  regimental  commander 
that  the  Third  Cavalry  could  not  be  found  and  that  the  place  was  too  hot  to  hold 
and  requested  further  orders.  Receiving  no  reply,  companies  were  moved  to  the 
rear,  as  stated  above.  I  was  informed  later  in  the  day  by  one  of  the  staff  officers 
of  the  commanding  general  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  that  at  the  time  B  Com- 
pany was  sent  out  the  Third  Cavalry  was  about  500  yards  to  the  rear.  Shortly 
after  returning  to  the  original  starting  point  the  battalion  commander  was  ordered 
to  send  two  companies  across  the  creek.  He  designated  A  and  B  companies.  B 
Company  moved  forward  across  the  creek,  followed  by  part  of  A  Company.  C 
and  D  companies  soon  followed.  On  arriving  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  I 
found  there  E  Company,  Sixth  Infantry,  and  some  companies  of  the  Sixteenth 
Infantry.  A  and  E  companies  went  to  the  front,  taking  a  trail  on  the  right;  C 
and  D  companies  going  up  on  the  left,  B  Company  following  D.  The  company 
was  so  badly  mixed  up  with  the  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  that  they  soon  became 
broken  up.  Some  10  or  12  men  were  on  the  left  of  E  Company,  both  lieutenants 
being  with  them.  Leaving  the  men  under  their  charge,  I  hastened  along  the  left 
of  the  line,  looking  for  the  rest  of  the  company.  I  found  the  men  in  groups, 
mixed  in  with  men  of  the  Sixth  and  other  regiments.  Realizing  that  it  was 
impossible  to  organize  the  company  under  the  severe  fire  the  enemy  was  pouring 
in  the  woods,  I  directed  the  men  to  join  the  nearest  men  of  their  own  regiment, 
and  then  I  moved  back  to  the  point  where  I  had  left  the  lieutenants.  These  men 
advanced  with  the  line  and  a  number  of  men  of  the  company  were  with  the  line 
that  captured  the  hill.  I  remained  with  the  line  until  well  within  the  open,  when 
I  fell  from  heat  and  exhaustion  and  was  carried  to  the  rear. 

After  Fort  San  Juan  was  taken  the  regiment  was  assembled  by  companies,  and 
the  second  lieutenant  of  the  company,  Lieutenant  Gleason,  took  command  of  the 
company  until  my  arrival  later  in  the  day.  The  regiment  was  in  the  evening 
moved  to  a  position  to  the  left  of  the  blockhouse,  where  the  company  intrenched. 
The  enlisted  strength  of  the  company  engaged  was  50;  loss,  2  killed  and  12 
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wounded,  or  a  loss  of  38  per  cent.  Names  of  killed  and  wounded  as  follows 
Killed — Corpl.  John  McConville  and  Private  WUliam  V.  Egan.  Wounded — Firs 
Sergt.  Thomas  Farrell,  Sergt.  James  J.  Gardner,  Corpl.  OBver  Coultas,  Artifice 
Celora  Gerard,  Privates  Joseph  A.  Bledsoe,  Robert  L.  Conrey,  Matthew  J.  Con 
way,  Dalbert  Gray,  Richard  L.  Hughey,  John  Huninghake  (joined  company  fron 
hospital  July  8, 1898) ,  Matthew  J.  Long,  Joseph  Turney. 

******* 
On  the  2d  and  3d  the  regiment  was  in  reserve  and  took  no  part  in  the  engage 
ments  of  those  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  Turner, 
Captain,  Sixth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  B. 


In  Camp, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
The  Regimental  Adjutant, 

Sixth  United  States  Infantry. 
SiR:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  I  have  th< 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  Company  A,  Sixth  Infantry 
during  the  dates  of  July  3  and  3: 

Upon  these  dates  Company  A  was  engaged  in  completing  intrenchments  upoi 
the  crest  of  the  left  of  Fort  San  Juan  hill.  These  trenches  were  occupied  by  th( 
company  during  artillery  and  small-arms  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  no  casualties  were 
sustained. 

Very  respectfully, 

"William  F.  ISTesbitt, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Sixth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A. 


Camp  near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  S6, 1898. 
The  Regimental  Adjutant, 

Sixth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Com 
pany  A  in  the  engagement  of  July  1,  1898: 

In  this  connection  I  would  submit  the  rough  sketch  herewith.  The  point  4  indi 
cates  where  the  command  crossed  the  stream,  the  Hotchkiss  and  dynamite  guns 
being  located  near  by.  The  broken  line  indicates  the  route  taken  by  the  companj 
to  5;  thence  to  2  and  1.  A  portion  of  the  company  took  position  at  1,  seeking 
what  cover  could  be  found. 

Captain  Wetherill  ordered  me  to  close  the  company  up,  and  put  it,  or  the  por 
tion  of  it  in  the  rear,  perhaps  one  platoon,  under  the  nearest  cover,  wTaich  was  a1 
a  tree  near  by,  2.  Lieutenant  Benchley  was  killed  under  this  tree  while  turning 
over  orders  "  to  cross  the  creek."  The  point  3  is  about  10  yards  from  1;  perhaps 
less.  This  was  at  about  13  o'clock  m.  Fortunately  we  remained  in  this  positioi 
but  a  few  minutes,  as  several  men  were  here  wounded,  when  orders  were  received 
to  cross  the  creek.  A  part  of  the  company  moved  by  the  dotted  lines  from  1  unde: 
the  immediate  command  of  Captain  Wetherill.  The  remainder  under  my  com 
mand  crossed  the  creek  and  moved  over  the  dotted  lines  indicated  from  2,  therf 
being  a  rough  trail  over  the  latter  part  of  the  route  to  6,  where  we  halted  for  som< 
moments,  finding  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  on  our  left  and  the  rest  of  the  Sistl 
Infantry  on  our  right.  Captain  Wetherill  seems  to  have  advanced  with  his  mei 
to  some  point  as  7,  and  found  cover  near  the  tree  at  that  point.  Being  unable  t( 
remain  in  this  position  he  seems  to  have  vnthdrawn  his  men.  Some  of  them  camf 
directly  to  the  rear,  joining  my  men,  and  others  went  across  the  road  leading  u\ 
to  the  blockhouse.  This  put  Company  A,  with  the  best  organization  possible  a 
this  time,  along  the  wire  fence  near  its  junction  with  the  wire  fence  along  the  roac 
leading  to  the  fort,  with  some  of  the  men  along  the  latter-named  fence.  Captaii 
Wetherill  seems  to  have  been  killed  at  this  point  before  the  advance,  or  just  as  h( 
was  starting  to  advance. 

The  fire  from  the  enemy  on  this  line  was  indeed  strong.  At  this  point  Lieu 
tenant  Ord  came  forward  with  orders  from  the  brigade  commander  for  an  advance 
In  obedience  to  these  orders  I  went  through  the  wire  fence  and  saw  that  a  chargi 
must  be  made,  as  there  was  no  cover  between  the  line  we  occupied  and  the  enemy 
Under  my  orders  the  men  of  my  corapany  and  other  men  followed,  and  we  wen 
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forward  to  the  charge  over  the  dotted  lines  shown  in  the  figure,  and  reached  the 
top  of  the  hill  in  time  to  execute  some  firing  on  the  retreating  Spaniards.  We 
remained  in  this  position  until  ordered  in  the  evening  to  some  pomt  to  the  left. 
The  loss  for  the  day  in  the  company  was  3  killed  and  13  wounded.    We  went  into 


Trees, 

l/nt/ergroiv/fi, 
and  Brush. 


the  fight  with  56  ofBcers  and  men.    Lieutenant  Evans  reports  that  upon  coming 
to  the  front  after  crossing  the  creek,  he  was  directed  by  Captain  Crowell  to  assist 
in  the  care  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Egbert,  who  was  wounded  about  this  time.    The 
rest  of  the  day  and  the  night  he  spent  in  caring  for  wounded  ofl&cers  and  men. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  R.  Clingman, 
First  lAeutenant,  Sixth  Infantry, 
Commanding  Company  A  evening  of  July  1. 


Company  C,  Sixth  Infajsttry, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cvba,  July  18, 1898. 
The  Adjutant,  Sixth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by  C 
Company  during  the  engagement  of  July  1,  3,  and  3. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  I  did  not  go  over  the  same  ground,  either  before  or  since 
the  battle,  my  knowledge  of  it  (the  ground)  is  probably  much  at  fault. 

When  the  Sixth  came  into  action,  C  Company,  on  the  right,  was  detailed  as 
support,  and  merely  kept  its  position  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  other  campanies 
of  our  battalion.  Captain  Walker  cautioned  the  men  not  to  fire,  as  our  own 
troops  were  in  front,  and  no  shots  were  fired  by  the  company  until  they  were  on 
the  firing  line.  While  we  were  still  in  support,  Lieutenant  Ord  came  up  with  an 
order  from  General  Hawkins  (supposedly)  for  the  Sixth  to  advance,  supported 
by  the  Sixteenth  and  the  Seventy-first  New  York.  We  advanced  some  (fistance 
and  came  to  a  creek,  where  our  regiment  got  split  up,  apparently,  and  some  of 
the  companies,  I  think  F  and  G,  were  sent  across  the  creek.    We  could  not  see 
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to  take  iis  (C)  company  and  Captain  Torrey's  (D)  company  out  to  reenforce  thoa 
in  front.  We  were  then  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  at  a  point  where  it  makes  i 
sharp  turn. 

We  crossed,  the  water  being  at  least  waist  deep  and  in  some  places  deeper,  an( 
came  out,  after  getting  up  the  bank,  on  a  road  with  a  wire  fence  on  the  far  side 
We  got  through  this  fence  and  found  a  field  of  thick  grass  about  3  feet  high 
Occasional  bushy  trees  were  scattered  through  the  field.  C  Company  was  on  th( 
right  and  last  through  the  fence,  and  had  not  room  to  spread  out  in  single  line 
even  at  close  order,  and  were  huddled  together  three  and  four  deep.  The  bullet 
had  been  flying  among  the  men  some  before  this,  but  not  much;  but  now  the] 
came  very  ithick.  The  men  did  not  know  what  to  fire  at  in  return,  but  I  showet 
them  the  blockhouse  and  the  trenches  near  it.  Before  coming  through  the  fenci 
I  had  no  idea  as  to  where  the  enemy  were  or  that  a  blockhouse  was  in  sight.  A 
cross  fire,  apparently  from  our  own  troops,  came  from  the  left.  Captain  Walkei 
was  shot  and  the  command  of  the  company  devolved  upon  me.  Lieutenant  Grosi 
was  shot  a  moment  after  and  the  company  was  ordered  out  of  the  field.  We  laj 
down  in  the  little  ditch  near  the  wire  rence.  The  men  were  not  able  to  fire,  owin§ 
to  two  trees.  Twice  I  went  to  the  regimental  commander,  Lieutenant-Colone' 
Egbert,  and  begged  him  to  let  me  take  the  company  a  little  farther  down  the  roac 
toward  the  blockhouse,  so  that  we  might  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  But  h« 
said,  ' '  My  dear  sir,  we're  doing  beautifully.  Let  your  men  lie  still.  I  don't  wan'( 
them  to  fire."  Part  of  them  went  into  the  field  a  second  time,  but  were  soon  taker 
out.  We  thought,  while  lying  near  the  fence,  that  E  Company,  to  our  right  and 
rear,  were  firing  too  closely  to  us,  but  upon  asking  Captain  Kennon,  in  command 
he  replied  that  his  men  were  not  firing  at  all,  but  that  it  was  a  GatUng  gun  farthe: 
to  the  rear. 

I  do  not  know  how  the  charge  toward  the  hill  started.  Most  of  my  men  wer( 
outside  of  the  fence,  and  many  of  them  did  not  get  through  until  opposite  the  hiU 
I  did  not  wait  for  them,  but  cried  "  Come  on  "  to  those  near  me,  and  went  witt 
the  rush.  The  Gatling-gun  fire  prepared  the  way  for  the  assault  of  the  hill  verj 
effectively.  Upon  getting  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill  nearly  everyone  seemed  tc 
think  it  useless  to  climb  it,  but  many  of  us  did  so.  When  nearly  to  the  top,  ] 
turned  to  urge  the  others  on  and  was  joined  by  Captain  Kennon  and  Lieutenani 
Simons,  Sixth  Infantry,  to  whom  I  explained  that  troops  must  be  gotten  up  the 
hill  immediately  or  we  should  lose  it,  as  the  enemy  were  keeping  up  a  very  heavj 
fire  over  the  crest  and  sides  of  it.  Captain  Kennon  ordered  me  down  to  bring  uj 
others,  and  I  told  several  oflcers  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  among  whom  I  remem- 
ber Lieutenant  Schindel,  Sixth  Infantry,  and  Major  McLaughlin,  Sixteenth  Infan- 
try. I  then  went  up  the  hill  again,  passing  the  colors  of  the  Sixteeenth  Infantry, 
that  had  just  started  up.  Beenforcements  came  up  the  hill  and  the  firing  con- 
tinued. 

I  got  together  what  I  could  of  C  Company,  and  we,  with  the  others  of  the  Sixth, 
waited  for  an  hour  or  more  under  the  edge  of  the  hill.  We  were  then  given  more 
ammunition,  and  took  position  farther  to  the  left  on  the  end  of  the  same  hfil,  ii 
what  had  then  become  the  second  line.  This  position  we  held  during  the  rest  oi 
the  1st,  3d,  and  3d,  not  firing  a  shot.  We  made  suitable  intrenchments,  however, 
and  took  proper  precautions  against  surprise  and  attack. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows: 

July  1:  Killed,  Lieutenant  Ord;  wounded.  Captain  Walker,  Lieutenant  Gross, 
14  enlisted  men.  July  2:  Wounded,  1  enlisted  man.  July  3:  Wounded,  1  enlisted 
man.  Total:  Killed,  1  oflBcer;  wounded,  3  oflcers,  16  enlisted  men.  Aggregate; 
Killed  and  wounded,  July  1,  3,  and  3,  19. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  W.  Rythek, 

Second  Ideutenant,  Sixth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  C. 


Company  F,  Sixth  Infantry, 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  S7, 1898. 
The  Adjutant,  Sixth  Infantry. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  my  conduci 
and  that  of  my  company  (P,  Sixth  Infantry)  during  the  engagement  of  July  1 
1898,  up  to  and  including  the  capture  of  Fort  San  Juan. 

F  Company  went  into  the  fight  with  3  ofiflcers  and  57  men.  It  lost  1  offlcer  mor 
tally  wounded  and' a,  fraction  over  35  per  cent  of  the  enlisted  men  killed  anc 
wounded,  including  3  sergeants  and  2  corporals. 

Left  camp  at  4.45  a.  m.  with  the  regiment  and  moved  forward.  Halted  foi 
some  time  in  mass  to  left  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  from  camp. 
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At  the  second  crossing  of  the  San  Juan,  about  3  miles  from  camp,  found  a  bat- 
tery to  our  left  above  us  on  hill,  with  our  balloon  in  its  front,  also  to  our  left. 
The  enemy  had  located  the  battery  and  were  sending  their  shell  in  over  our 
heads.  A  few  wounded  men  were  passing  to  the  rear.  After  a  short  halt  we 
unloaded  packs  and  moved  forward.  We  moved  in  column  of  twos,  and  after 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  halted  and  allowed  several  regiments  to  pass,  the 
balloon  alho  passing  and  leading  the  column.  We  then  moved  forward,  and 
volleys  from  the  enemy  soon  commenced  to  cut  closely  over  our  heads. 

About  this  time  the  balloon  received  a  volley  of  shrapnel,  and  came  down. 
The  volleys  grew  hot  and  low,  and  we  sat  down  in  column  of  route  on  the  road, 
being  unable  to  tell  where  the  firing  came  from,  the  undergrowth  being  very 
dense.  Then  we  moved  forward,  leaving  the  road  in  column  of  files  by  the  right, 
and  going  in  the  direction  of  the  firing.  Some  distance  on  the  column  halted. 
My  company  was  the  third  in  the  Second  Battalion,  only  one  company  of  the  reg- 
iment being  in  rear  of  it.  When  we  halted  I  noticed  Captain  Kingsbury,  Sixth 
Cavalry,  to  my  right.  I  went  up  and  shook  hands  with  him,  and  asked  him 
where  the  enemy  was  and  how  his  line  was.  He  indicated  that  it  was  to  the 
right,  and  asked  me  why  I  did  not  come  up  on  his  left.  I  said  that  I  was  with 
my  regiment,  and  did  not  feel  that  I  could  detach  my  company  from  it  without 
orders. 

I  then  commenced  to  feel  a  little  uneasy  for  fear  the  regiment  might  have  passed 
on,  and  my  part  of  the  column  been  left  in  rear  by  men  halting  in  front,  as  it  was 
a  long  column,  in  single  file,  in  undergrowth  that  one  could  not  see  50  feet  in.  I 
spoke  to  Lieutenant  Robertson ,  who  brought  up  the  rear  of  Company  G  ahead  of  me , 
about  this  danger,  and  he  said  that  there  was  an  oflScer  at  the  head  of  his  company, 
and  he  felt  sure  that  the  whole  column  had  halted.  I  was  not  satisfied,  however, 
and,  directing  my  men  to  fall  out  of  the  column  and  follow  me,  I  said,  "  Come  on, 
Company  F  must  get  to  the  front."  I  then  led  my  company  forward  to  the  head 
of  the  column,  where  1  found  Colonel  Egbert  and  Major  Miner,  and  reported  to 
them.  I  was  then  ordered  to  lie  down  and  await  orders,  which  I  did,  several 
times  reporting  to  Major  Miner  (my  battalion  commander)  and  telling  him  where 
I  was  in  case  he  needed  my  company.  All  were  then  lying  down  awaiting  orders, 
with  shots  flying  over  our  heads. 

About  this  time  some  of  the  companies  were  faced  in  different  directions,  and 
I  was  ordered  to  face  half  my  men  to  the  front  and  half  at  an  angle  toward  the 
left  and  rear,  by  Major  Miner.  The  other  companies  then  moved  through  the 
brush  some  little  distance,  and  I  found  myself  (my  company)  apparently  detached 
and  lost  track  of.  I  then  moved  toward  the  front  to  the  left,  and,  proceeding 
ahead  of  the  company  to  the  edge  of  the  thicket  and  stream,  saw  the  blockhouse 
(Fort  San  Juan)  almost  at  right  angles  to  the  right  (north). 

The  brush  was  so  thick  that  it  was  an  impossibility  for  field  officers  to  hold 
themselves  in  positions  where  they  could  at  all  times  regulate  or  control  the  action 
of  all  their  companies,  or  communicate  with  all  their  officers;  and  the  detachment 
of  my  company  from  the  battalion  was  unavoidable  under  the  circumstances. 

I  then  moved  my  company  toward  the  right  and  found  C  Company  and  others 
of  the  regiment  in  a  rather  confused  line  in  the  thick  undergrowth  and  about 
filling  the  available  ground,  with  no  room  for  me  to  effect  anything.  I  was  look- 
ing for  someone  with  authority  to  give  orders,  when  I  suddenly  observed  General 
Hawkins  standing  on  the  bank  of  the  stream.  The  bullets  were  flying  very  thick 
and  our  men  were  suffering.  I  went  up  to  him  and  said:  "  General,  I  have  my 
'     "  '  ......  ^         „     g.g 

.good, 
orders  for 
the  first  time." 

At  the  crossing  of  the  stream  there  was  a  large  log,  and  a  company  which  had 
started  ahead  of  me  was  filing  over  upon  it.  I  saw  this  was  too  slow,  and  my 
first  sergeant  at  the  same  time  said:  "  Captain,  we  can  cross  here,"  and  with 
that  we  both  jumped  into  the  water.  I  struck  a  hole  about  neck  deep  and  went 
under  the  water. 

The  company  followed  and  we  passed  the  other  company  that  was  crossing  on 
the  log.  Reaching  the  other  side  we  started  into  the  brush  directly  in  front,  but 
found  that  it  was  impassable.  I  then  moved  a  little  to  the  left  and  found  an  open 
trail  terminating  in  the  road  next  to  the  wire  fence  running  northerly,  bounding 
the  field  in  front  of  the  blockhouse.  Up  this  I  led  my  company  and  took  position 
lining  the  fence,  men  lying  down,  and  opened  fire.  I  was  the  first  to  gain  this 
road  and  there  was  nothing  in  advance  of  me  when  my  company  commenced 
firing. 

The  enemy  had  the  range  and  poured  in  a  well-directed  and  continuous  fire  of 

the  hnti.p.Rt  kind  frnm  thfiir  ^irp-nnhAs  n.hmi-f:  "Pr>-r+:  Sp.n  .Tnan  iTn-hi^V,  tttqo  i-n  f«n  tt^»^^ 
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Our  troops  in  the  woods  in  my  rear  seemed  for  a  time  under  the  impression 
that  the  crack  of  my  rifles  was  the  enemy  and  opened  fire  on  us  through  t"h6 
undergrowth.  Soon  afterwards  I  saw  others  of  the  regiment  on  my  right  and 
extending  it.  After  a  while  T  observed  Lieutenant  Michie,  aid-de-camp,  and  Colo- 
nel Egbert,  commanding  Sixth  Infantry,  to  my  right.  I  asked  Lieutenant 
Michie  if  he  had  any  orders;  he  said  he  had  not.  I  asked  Colonel  Egbert  if  he  had 
any  orders;  he  said  "You  must  get  through  that  fence  (the  wire  fence)  and  into 
the  field."  I  asked  who  would  be  on  my  left,  and  who  would  support  me.  He 
replied,  "The  Sixteenth  Infantry."  I  directed  a  Cuban  who  was  fignting  with 
our  men  to  cut  the  wire  with  Ms  machete,  which  he  did.  I  then  put  my  com- 
pany through  a  cutting  in  the  fence  into  the  field,  and  deployed  it  in  line,  lying 
down  directly  in  front  of  the  blockhouse  and  about  600  yards  (estimated)  from  it 
and  opened  fire. 

I  found  myself  (my  company)  under  a  terrific  fire  from  the  front  and  from  the 
left  flank,  with  shots  coming  in  from  our  own  men  in  rear,  and  with  nothing  on 
my  left  or  in  support.  Company  C  (Walker)  was  on  my  right  near  the  fence. 
My  men  were  falling  fast;  one  officer  (Lieutenant  Turman)  was  mortally 
wounded.  The  front  was  too  small  to  disperse  the  enemy's  fire,  and  he  was  con- 
centrating upon  us.  It  was  too  early  in  the  game  to  move  forward  from  that 
point,  as  there  was  nothing  to  extend  the  line  or  to  support  the  advance.  "Walker 
on  my  left  was  commencing  to  fall  back  (the  only  thing  he  could  do) .  Caution- 
ing my  men  to  fall  back  slowly,  I  brought  them  back  and  to  the  right  to  the  wire 
fence  and  through  it,  directing  a  man  to  assist  Lieutenant  Nesbitt  in  bringing  in 
Lieutenant  Turman.  (The  faUlng  back  of  Companies  F  and  C  was  practically  a 
simultaneous  movement,  both  realizing  at  the  same  time  that  it  must  be  done. 
It  was  effected  in  as  good  order  as  if  at  parade.) 

I  still  found  myself  under  a  murderous  fire,  and  angry  at  having  had  to  drop 
back,  and  determined  never  to  retreat.  In  a  little  while  I  saw  that  our  troops 
were  entering  the  field  from  the  rear,  and  I  felt  that  there  was  but  one  thing  to 
do,  and  that  was  to  reenter  the  field  and  charge  the  hill. 

I  told  my  men  that  we  must  charge  the  devils  and  punish  them  for  what  they 
had  done,  for  the  brave  men  they  had  killed  and  wounded.  I  rushed  them 
through  the  fence  and  into  the  field  again,  telling  Sergeant  Christler,  who  was 
wounded  in  both  legs,  to  remain  back  and  see  that  all  the  men  followed  me. 
I  entered  the  field  and  got  my  line  deployed,  when  Lieutenant  Jones,  Company 
G,  called  out  from  the  right,  "  They  are  firing  upon  us  from  the  rear."  I  called 
back,  "  For  God's  sake,  stop  that  firing;"  and  he  replied  that  he  would  go  back 
and  stop  it.  (There  was  no  better  service  that  an  officer  could  perform  than 
Lieutenant  Jones  proposed  in  this  offer  to  go  back) .  I  saw  that  the  field  was  fill- 
ing up  vsdth  men  in  our  rear,  and  that  there  were  lines  abreast  and  in  advance  of  us, 
but  that  they  were  halting  and  firing  and  moving  slowly.  I  then  rushed  ahead  of 
my  men,  calling  out,  "Come  on,  come  on;  charge  the  devils,"  etc.  Ipassedonata 
run  through  those  in  front  of  me,  calling,  "  Come  on,  come  on,"  etc.,  to  the  front 
of  the  line  and  up  the  hill.  As  I  went  up  the  hill,  waving  my  hat  and  a  long 
white  silk  handkerchief  over  my  head,  I  noticed  Captain  Alien,  Sixteenth 
Infantry.  He  also  was  rushing  forward,  calling  to  the  men  to  take  the  hill. 
There  were  comparatively  few  men  about  us  on  the  side  of  the  hiU,  and  we  were 
both  calling  to  those  below  to  come  on,  "  For  God's  sake,  come  on."  Some  in  our 
rear  were  calling,  "  Come  back,  come  back;  the  artillery  are  going  to  fire."  Some 
one  said,  "  There  may  be  mines."  We  rushed  forward  almost  to  the  trenches, 
when  shells  from  our  guns  in  rear  commenced  to  fall  a  short  distance  (probably 
30  yards)  in  front  of  us,  and  we  saw  that  those  in  rear  had  stopped  and  would 
not  follow  or  support  us.  In  this  front  party  there  were  comparatively  very  few 
men — not  enough  to  accomplish  anything,  and  we  turned  reluctantly  back,  fol- 
lowing slowly  down  the  hill,  expressing  in  unmeasured  terms  our  disgust  and  won- 
derment at  not  being  supported ;  feeling  that  had  we  been,  the  hill  would  have  been 
ours.  I  saw  no  other  offlcer  than  Captain  Allen  in  the  extreme  front  with  us,  and 
we  went  down  the  hiU  together  inveighing  against  the  crowd  in  the  field  below 
for  not  supporting  us. 

As  we  descended,  calling  to  those  below  to  come  on,  I  waved  my  hat  and 
handkerchief  continuously,  calling  for  them  to  come  into  the  dead  space  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  (as  they  were  persisting  in  halting  just  in  rear  of  it,  and  back  in 
the  field),  get  their  breath,  and  charge  it.  Before  sufficient  men  could  be  assem- 
bled at  the  base  of  the  hill  Captain  Allen,  with  a  few  men,  started  up  for  the  sec- 
ond Charsre.      I  called  to  them  to  wait  a  few  Tninni^fia    anrl  tTiOTT  nhotrorl    a/nrl  nnnfallTI 


Field  in  f^ont  ( South) 
of  B/ocH  House. 


A  Rough  SKefch.gim'ng  some  idea  ofdirecfion  followed  by  Co.  F,S''lnlintry,3fterenlerin6  field. 
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In  the  course  of  a  little  time  a  sufBcient  crowd  collected,  and  charging  up  the 
slope  we  carried  it  together,  the  colors  of  the  Sixteenth  being  in  the  crowd.  The 
Sixth  colors  had  been  left  in  reserve  in  the  road  back  of  the  wire  fence.  As  I 
leaped  the  ditch  (trench)  at  the  crest  of  the  hill  I  jumped  over  a  pile  of  dead  and 
wounded  Spaniards.  One  had  his  hands  up  praying  for  mercy.  I  passed  them, 
and  just  before  attaining  the  blockhouse  noticed  Captain  Kennon,  Sixth  Infantry, 
with  men,  coming  from  the  right.  We  met  and  shook  hands  upon  the  summit, 
and  seeing  no  other  officers  of  the  Sixth,  I  said,  "I  believe  I  am  the  ranking  officer 
of  the  regiment  present."  He  replied  that  I  was,  and  that  he  was  under  my 
orders.  The  firing  was  then  brisk,  and  the  enemy  was  sending  in  volley  after 
volley.  I  soon  afterwards  observed  General  Hawkins,  and  heard  him  giving 
orders  as  to  the  firing,  and  also  heard  him  direct  that  word  be  sent  to  hurry  up  the 
Gatling  gun.  Shortly  afterwards  I  noticed  Major  Miner ,  in  command  of  the  Sixth 
Infantry,  and  I  then  joined  the  regiment  and  continued  with  it.  The  fort  was 
then  securely  held,  and  our  lines  in  position  on  the  flanks. 

Company  F  entered  the  field  south  of  the  blockhouse  (Fort  San  Juan)  through 
the  wire  fence,  which  bounds  the  field  on  the  east;  deployed  in  the  open,  facing 
northerly,  directly  in  front  of  the  blockhouse  and  about  600  yards  (estimated) 
from  it;  and  charged  straight  at  it  and  up  the  steepest  part  of  the  hill.  On  the 
right  (from  the  east)  the  slope  is  very  much  gentler. 

As  troops  finding  themselves  exposed  to  such  a  fire  must  either  break  to  the 
rear  or  rush  to  thq  front  to  escape  annihilation,  the  dash  on  the  hill  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  proper  military  move  under  the  circumstances.  As  we  moved 
toward  him  the  enemy  lost  the  range,  and  owing  to  his  elevated  position  and  the 
nature  of  the  ground  he  also  lost  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  totally,  the  advantage 
of  the  fiat  trajectory.  The  unchecked  onward  movement  demoralized  the  Span- 
iards and  caused  them  to  scatter  and  disperse  their  fire  and  to  shoot  wild,  and  it 
was  noticeable  that,  comparatively  speaMng,  few  men  fell  during  the  rush  to  the 
front. 

The  behavior  of  mjr  company  as  a  whole  and  its  discipline  under  fire  were  all 
that  could  be  desired  in  the  best  soldiers.  The  officers  Second  Lieutenant  Tur- 
man  (mortally  wounded)  and  Second  Lieutenant  Nesbitt  were  brave,  cool,  and 
self-possessed  throughout. 

A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  is  inclosed  with  this  report. 

I  would  respectfully  submit,  as  an  incident  relative  to  the  special  honor  that 
should  attach  to  any  particular  regiments  for  the  capture  of  Fort  San  Juan,  that 
soon  after  I  had  reached  the  blockhouse.  Captain  Dunning,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
approached  and  shook  hands  with  me  and  said:  "  I  vrish  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  magnificent  conduct  of  the  Sixth  Infantry.  We  owe  the  capture  of  the  hill 
to  the  Sixth  Infantry."  I  would  add  that  granting  full  credit  to  others  for  their 
heroic  support,  in  my  opinion  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  more  than  any 
other  organizations  can  be  said  to  have  carried  the  immediate  position  of  Fort 
San  Juan,  the  Sixth,  owing  to  its  advanced  position,  being  at  first  more  exposed 
and  tira wing  the  earlier  and  more  concentrated  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  sufEering 
proportionately. 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  Btenb, 

Captain,  Sixth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  F. 

lAst  of  killed  and  wounded,  action  of  July  1, 1898,  Company  F,  Sixth  Infantry. 

Killed:  Sergt.  Patrick  Leonard,  Corpl.  John  Doran,  Private  James  M.  MuUan, 
Private  Edward  Neal. 

Died  of  wounds:  Second  Lieut.  Reuben  S.  Turman,  several  days  after  fight; 
Private  Daniel  Dempsey,  about  ten  days  after  fight, 

Wounded:  Q.  M.  Sergt.  Charles  Crisler,  Sergt.  Holger  C.  Kieme,  Corpl.  Wil- 
liam H.  Miller,  Privates  Richard  Addison,  Henry  T.  Bradford,  Dr.  Prink  Carter, 
Valerius  W.  Erwin,  Bernard  Gerwin,  Krause,  Frank  T.  Markley,  Jesse  Martin, 
Edward  Moore,  Edgar  Nichols,  Herman  Nicolaz,  Thomas  Young. 

Total  kaied: 

Enlisted  men _  _ 4 

MortaUy  wounded  (now  dead) : 

Officers _ _._ 1 

Enlisted  men. 1 

Wounded  .- _._ _ _  15 

Total  killed  and  wounded: 

Officers  - - .._ _ 1 

Enlisted  men 30 

.  Chas.  Btene, 


J.T.      T- 
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Company  H,  Sixth  United  States  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  SI,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  July  38, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  report 
as  follows,  briefly,  the  part  taken  by  my  company  in  the  battle  of  July  1,2,  and 
3.  On  the  morning  of  July  1  at  5  o'clock  a.  m.  the  company  proceeded  with  the 
regiment  to  the  front  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  The  progress  of  the  march 
was  much  impeded  by  the  blocking  of  the  roads  by  troops  hastening  forward. 
At  6.45  o'clock  a.  m.  the  first  gun  was  fired  by  the  artillery.  I  could  not  state 
how  long  after  this  that  the  company  came  into  action,  but  for  some  considerable 
distance  before  reaching  the  front,  where  the  company  took  the  battle  formation, 
it  was  under  a  very  dangerous  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  aimed  into  the  forest 
through  which  we  passed,  our  line  of  march  being  disclosed  by  the  presence  of  a 
balloon  which  was  moved  with  the  head  of  the  column. 

Our  first  evidence  of  contact  with  the  enemy  became  manifest  by  a  perfect 
storm  of  bullets,  of  which  we  found  ourselves  enveloped  from  well-directed  volleys 
of  the  Spanish  infantry  whom  we  had  not  located  and  who,  although  they  could 
not  see  us  in  the  dense  tropical  forest,  fired  volley  after  volley  with  deadly.eflfeot. 
At  this  juncture  I  was  directed  to  advance  with  my  company  and  join  troops 
ahead  of  me.  I  discovered  there  were  no  troops  ahead  of  me  and  that  my  line 
was  perpendicular  to  the  front  of  the  enemy.  All  this  time  the  company  was 
under  a  hot  fire.  The  men  were  cool  and  exceedingly  indifferent  to  danger,  obeyed 
orders  promptly,  and  the  discipline  was  perfect. 

I  changed  direction  to  the  left  and  found  myself  with  the  company  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  San  Juan  River ,  without  any  protection  other  than  being  partly  obscured  from 
the  enemy  by  high  grass,  which,  as  we  had  been  located  by  the  Spanish  infantry 
intrenched  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  about  500  yards  distant,  did  not  afford 
us  the  advantage  of  being  hidden.  I  had  been  here  but  a  few  minutes  when  two 
of  my  men  were  shot  within  a  few  feet  of  me.  I  proposed  to  Captain  Kennon, 
who  was  standing  near  by,  that  we  cross  the  river  and  try  and  get  a  position 
where  we  could  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  He  replied  that  he  had  "received 
positive  orders  not  to  cross  the  river." 

I  then  went  personally  to  my  battalion  commander,  Maj.  C.  W.  Miner,  and 
informed  him  that  my  company  was  in  a  very  exposed  position,  where  they  were 
being  shot  down  without  a  chance  to  return  the  fire.  The  battalion  commander 
directed  me  to  move  my  company  farther  to  the  right.  I  returned  to  my  com- 
pany and  moved  it  to  the  right.  Finding  that  I  could  not  return  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  I  took  my  company  over  the  stream  at  this  point.  On  crossing  the  stream 
I  found  no  troops  on  the  other  side,  from  which  I  concluded  that  I  was  the  first 
organization  over  the  river.  After  gaining  the  right  bank  I  could  find  no  shelter, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  found  myself  in  an  open  field,  confronted  by  the  Spamsh 
lines  of  intrenchments  not  over  500  yards  distant.  Several  volleys  were  fired  at 
us  by  the  Spanish  infantry,  wMch  fortunately  were  aimed  high,  else  few  would 
have  escaped.  Being  unsupported,  I  returned  to  the  left  bank  of  the  stream  and 
reported  my  experience  to  the  battalion  commander,  who  directed  me  to  remain 
where  I  was  until  troops  crossed.  Our  presence  in  the  bushes  having  been  located 
by  the  Spanish,  they  poured  volley  after  volley  into  the  bushes,  where  they  sup- 
posed us  to  be.  Shortly  after  this,  hearing  firing  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  I 
recrossed  and  joined  the  troops  coming  down  the  right  bank,  and  continued  with 
them  until  pursuit  of  the  enemy  ceased  by  the  capture  of  San  Juan  heights.  My 
course  after  crossing  the  river  lay  to  the  right  of  the  large  pond,  which  can  be 
seen  in  the  vaUey  from  Fort  San  Juan. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  the  company  intrenched  on  the  second  line  and 
remained  there  during  the  fighting  of  the  3d  and  3d.  It  was  under  a  dangerous 
fire  during  the  3d  and  3d  from  shell  and  small-arms  fire,  aimed  at  the  first  line, 
one  of  my  men  being  wounded  on  the  3d,  and  there  being  a  number  of  narrow 
escapes  from  bullets  and  bursting  shells. 

I  went  into  action  with  3  officers  and  58  men.  I  had  13  men  wounded,  11  men 
on  the  1st,  and  1  on  the  3d;  none  killed. 

Very  respectfully,  B.  A.  Byrne, 

Captain,  Sixth  United  States  Infanti-y,  Commanding  Company  E. 
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Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  N.  Y., 

August  ^9,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(ThroTigh.  military  channels.) 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  regimental  commander,  I  have  the 
honor  to  render  the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by  Company  E,  Sixteenth 
Infantry,  in  the  battle  at  Santiago,  and  the  siege  operations  resulting  in  the 
fall  of  that  city;  this  report  to  replace  the  one  previously  made  and  forwarded 
through  military  channels  while  in  Cuba,  which  I  understand  did  not  reach  its 
destination.  I  did  not  keep  a  copy  of  this  report  as  the  company's  records  were 
not  then  with  us: 

On  the  morning  of  July  1, 1898,  the  company  with  the  regiment  broke  camp  at 
about  4  o'clock  a.  m. ,  this  camp  having  been  located  about  li  miles  westerly 
from  Sevilla  on  the  main  road  from  Siboney  to  Santiago,  the  regiment  taking  its 
place  in  column  as  the  third  regiment  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division.  The 
march  to  the  front  was  necessarily  very  slow,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  road, 
the  column  being  forced  in  many  places  to  proceed  in  single  file.  At  7  a.  m.  the 
brigade  was  halted  for  thirty  minutes  on  the  side  of  the  road  about  a  mile  east 
of  El  Poso.  After  resuming  the  march  to  the  front,  the  company  first  came  under 
fixe  at  a  short  distance  west  of  El  Poso. 

The  road  from  this  point  to  San  Juan  River  runs  through  a  dense  jungle;  prog- 
ress there  was  exceedingly  slow,  owing  to  the  congested  state  of  the  road. 
When  within  600  yards  of  the  San  Juan  River,  E  Company,  with  other  companies 
of  the  regiment,  was  turned  off  to  the  right  and  formed  line  of  battle  as  a  support 
to  the  Sixth  Infantry,  the  first  regiment  in  column  of  our  brigade.  The  enemy 
could  not  be  seen  from  this  position.  "We  were  then  ordered  to  the  front,  which 
was  done  by  each  company  separately  breaking  its  way  through  the  brush,  ford- 
ing the  San  Juan  River,  and  forming  line  in  what  we  called  the  sunken  road. 
This  road  rims  near  the  San  Juan  River,  parallel  to  San  Juan  HUl,  distant  about 
700  yards. 

Up  to  this  point,  and  from  a  short  distance  from  El  Poso,  the  company  had 
been  continuously  under  fire  from  the  guns  and  small  arms  of  the  enemy  in 
front  and  the  fire  of  sharpshooters  on  our  flanks  without  being  able  to  fire  a  shot 
in  return.  When  lying  in  the  sunken  road,  the  blockhouse  and  trenches,  called 
the  "San  Juan  Fort "  was  immediately  in  our  front  on  a  hill  some  150  to  200  feet 
high,  and  about  700  yards  distant,  an  open  and  level  field  lying  between  the 
ascent  of  this  hill,  which  is  very  abrupt,  and  the  sunken  road.  A  wire  fence, 
strongly  constructed,  separated  the  road  from  the  field. 

I  do  not  know  how  long  we  remained  in  this  road.  The  fire  from  the  hill  being 
very  destructive,  it  became  apparent  that  the  enemy's  works  in  our  front  must  be 
taken  or  our  army  forced  to  retreat.  Lieutenant  Ord,  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  of 
General  Hawkins's  staff,  called  for  a  few  volunteers  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Sixth  Infantry,  supposed  to  be  in  our  front  (a  few  men  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  having 
come  back  to  us  from  the  field,  some  of  them  wounded).  Several  ofl&cers  and  a 
few  men  got  through  the  wire  fence,  went  up  into  the  field  30  or  40  yards,  but  found 
none  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  there.  The  first  men  having  been  followed  by  others 
into  the  field,  an  assault  was  ordered;  the  line  rose  in  the  road,  broke  and  beat 
down  the  fence,  and  followed  across  the  field,  neither  halting  nor  lying  down  to 
fire.  When  this  main  line  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill  (many  detached  men  were 
on  the  slope,  some  even  at  the  crest  in  close  proximity  to  the  Spanish  trenches) 
a  momentary  hesitation  was  caused,  I  presume  by  the  fire  of  one  of  our  batteries, 
which  did  not  cease  when  our  men  were  in  the  position  above  spoken  of.  After 
this  momentary  hesitation  the  main  line  advanced  up  the  hUl. 

I  watched  carefully  the  formation  of  this  line  from  its  beginning  with  one  man 
until  the  main  line  and  detached  men,  numbering  over  400  men,  were  in  position 
above  described,  and  I  know  that  the  assault  was  commenced  by  the  companies 
of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  under  the  leadership  of  their  company  officers  acting 
witnout  orders. 

Both  the  detached  men  and  the  line  when  it  reached  the  slope  was  composed  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  Sixteenth  and  Sixth  Inf  antrys,  and  while  I  did  not  see 
the  capture  of  the  enemy's  works,  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that  these  organiza- 
tions effected  this  capture;  there  may  have  been  detached  men  of  other  regiments 
there.  E  Company  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  was  in  this  line;  many  of  its  men 
were  with  the  detached  men  in  front.  After  the  capture  of  the  hill,  and  upon  the 
arrival  of  fresh  troops,  B  Company,  with  the  regiment,  was  withdrawn,  and 
marched  that  night  to  a  position  to  the  left  and  to  the  front  of  the  San  Juan  Hill, 
where  it  intrenched  and  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  July,  being 
exposed  during  the  siege  to  the  enfilade  and  direct  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
and  atnall  arms. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  lOth  the  company,  with  the  regiment,  was  moved  to  the 
right  of  the  line,  and  remained  there  until  the  capitulation,  ia  support  of  Captain 
Parkhurst's  battery. 

On  the  1st  and  2d  of  July,  1898,  two  men  of  the  company  were  kiUed,  1  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  15  others,  including  myself,  were  wounded.  The  company 
went  into  the  fight  with  3  ofiflcers  and  63  men.  One  man,  mentioned  as  missing  in 
previous  report,  returned  to  duty  at  this  camp,  having  been  brought  from  Cuba 
on  a  hospital  ship  sick  with  malarial  fever. 

During  the  battle  and  siege  operations  the  company  behaved  with  admirable 
courage  and  discipline. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       ^  W.  C.  McFaeland, 

Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  E. 


Camp  Wikopp,  Long  Island,  September  3, 1898. 
The  ADJUTANT-GENEKiUj  U.  S.  Aestst,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
Company  G,  Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry,  in  the  operations  of  the  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  in  Cuba,  on  July  1,  3,  and  3,  and  July  9, 10,  and  11, 1898: 

This  report  has  been  delayed  on  account  of  my  absence,  after  being  wounded 
July  3,  but  I  respectfully  request  that  it  be  given  due  consideration  notwith- 
standing the  delay. 

On  July  1, 1898,  we  broke  camp  about  4.30  a.m.  and  proceeded  toward  Santiago 
as  far  as  the  El  Poso  Hill,  where  we  were  ordered  to  lay  off  blanket  rolls  and 
advance  to  the  support  of  the  Sixth  Infantry.  In  the  advance,  while  marching 
in  column  of  two  along  a  wooded  road,  we  entered  the  zone  of  the  enemy's  long- 
range  fire.  Two  of  the  company.  Sergeants  Graft  and  Siewe,  were  wounded  here. 
Prom  this  road  we  entered  the  woods  to  our  right,  and,  after  two  short  halts  to 
ascertain  the  direction,  came  to  the  open  field  in  front  of  San  Juan  Hill.  We 
halted  here  with  many  others,  on  account  of  a  stout  barbed-wire  fence.  Up  to 
this  time  we  had  been  exposed  to  the  fire  of  an  unseen  enemy,  which  could  not 
be  returned.  At  the  wire  fence,  in  a  sunken  trail,  the  regiment  lay  down  and 
were  cautioned  not  to  fire,  as  the  Sixth  United  States  Infantry  was  just  ahead, 
Ijnng  in  the  tall  grass.  I  restricted  the  fire  of  the  company  r.s  much  as  possible, 
and  directed  all  firing  to  be  done  from  the  top  wire  of  the  fence,  to  assure  the 
safety  of  friends  in  front.  I  noted  here  the  coolness  and  deliberation  of  Sergt. 
R.  N.  Davidson,  which,  by  the  way,  never  left  him  at  more  exciting  stages  of  the 
battle;  and,  while  every  man  of  the  company  seemed  to  be  doing  his  duty,  the 
bravery  of  Privates  Samuel  J.  Shay,  Robert  Colling,  W.  F.  Gilhooly,  and  Percy 
Foster  happened  especially  under  my  notice.  Private  Colling  was  killed  and 
several  men  wounded  here. 

In  a  short  time  the  order  came  to  go  forward.  It  reached  me  through  Lieut. 
J.  G.  Ord,  of  General  Hawkins's  staff  (and  I  may  be  permitted  here  to  express  my 
admiration  for  the  intrepidity  of  this  officer  on  this  and  two  other  occasions  of  the 
fight).  Resorting  to  many  devices,  the  wire  fence  was  partially  torn  away,  and 
the  troops  passed  into  the  open  field  and  formed  a  line  of  skirmishers,  receiving 
no  commands  and  very  few  instructions  in  so  doing.  This  line,  led  by  ofilcers 
well  to  the  front,  or  on  the  line  with  their  companies,  advanced  steadily,  only 
halting  to  fire.  A  very  short  tirae  after  the  advance  began  the  firing  from  the 
hill  slackened,  and  grew  less  as  we  advanced.  During  this  charge  I  observed  for 
the  first  time  the  action  of  the  lieutenant  of  the  company,  L.  S.  Sorley.  His 
gallantry  was  conspicuous,  and  afterwards,  on  the  hill  and  in  the  trenches,  he 
was  negligent  of  seQ  in  the  earnestness  of  executing  his  duties.  The  company, 
like  all  the  others,  became  somewhat  mixed  with  other  men  while  working  at  the 
wire  fence  and  finding  passages  through  it;  yet  the  "outcome"  on  the  hill  found 
G  Company  there  among  the  first,  with  a  bloody  trail  behind  it,  but  an  excellent 
percentage  present  of  the  men  not  hit.  I  put  the  company  on  the  farther  crest  of 
the  San  Juan  Hill,  to  the  right  of  the  blockhouse,  a  few  men  getting  inside  of 
it.  The  company,  with  the  entire  regiment,  was  later  withdrawn  from  the  firing 
line,  and  after  a  rest  sent  to  the  hill  adjoining,  and  to  the  left  of  the  San  Juan. 
By  this  time  the  day  was  closing,  and  the  enemy  had  ceased  resistance  in  a  great 
measure. 

About  8  p.  m.  we  received  rations  and  ammunition,  and  still  later  picks  and 
shovels.  At  3  a.  m.  a  line  of  hasty  intrenchments  had  been  completed,  and  G 
Company  was  assigned  a  position  in  them,  with  companies  B  and  H,  the  other 
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companies,  acting  as  supports.  At  daybreak  the  Spaniards  attacked  us  with 
some  vigor,  but  no  success.  After  that  hour,  and  throughout  the  day,  the  firing 
was  spasmodic  from  the  enemy,  and  by  us  in  proportion  to  what  was  going  on 
in  front.  We,  however,  suffered  great  annoyance  and  severe  strain  from  the 
shrapnel  and  shells  of  the  enemy,  who  had  an  enfilading  range  upon  us.  Added 
to  this  was  the  fire  from  their  sharpshooters.  The  regiment  near  us— the  Tenth 
Infantry — suffered  severely,  while  we  escaped  with  some  4  wounded,  including 
myself.  About  1  p.  m.  I  was  hit  by  a  Mauser  bullet.  (This  wound  is  described 
in  the  certificate  of  Captain  Lippett,  assistant  surgeon.  United  States  Army,  on 
file  in  Washington.)  I  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  the  company  left  with 
Lieutenant  Sorley.  He  reports  that  no  change  in  the  day's  status  occurred  until 
about  10  o'clock  that  night,  when  a  vigorous  assault- was  made  upon  our  lines, 
which  the  company  responded  to  by  doing  its  full  share  toward  repulsing  the 
enemy.  In  this  attack  5  members  of  the  company  were  wounded,  including  its 
commander.  Lieutenant  Sorley,  a  bullet  passing  through  his  left  breast  and  left 
arm,  but  without  injury  to  bones.  Here  virtually  ended  the  fighting  in  front  of 
Santiago.  After  Lieutenant  Sorley's  departure  the  company  fell  into  the  hands  of 
an  excellent  officer,  Capt.  S.  W.  Dunning.  He  reports  no  casualties,  and  that  the 
company  was  held  in  reserve  from  the  morning  of  the  3d  until  the  11th  of  July, 
when  it  was  put  in  the  trenches. 

There  was  a  cessation  of  hostilities  during  the  greater  part  of  this  time.  I 
inclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  Except  O.  W.  Peterson,  corporal,  all  the 
noncommissioned  officers  of  the  company  did  excellent  service,  and  are  entitled 
to  further  recognition.  First  Sergt.  Frank  Stevens,  from  the  beginning  of  this 
campaign  to  the  present  time,  has  done  his  whole  duty.  He  was  prominent  and 
a  valuable  assistant  in  the  fighting  and  in  every  other  duty  of  his  position.  Twice 
sick  with  the  fever,  and  at  death's  door,  his  will  power  has  pulled  him  through,  and 
he  is  now  on  duty  awaiting  an  answer  to  an  application  for  a  sick  leave.  The 
company  went  to  Cuba  with  3  commissioned  officers  and  84  enlisted  men.  Two 
men  sick,  1  in  charge  of  baggage,  were  left  out  of  the  fight;  also  7  men  occupied 
in  looking  after  the  wounded.  The  casualties  in  the  company  from  the  fights 
around  Santiago  are:  Killed,-!  enlisted  man;  wounded,  2  commissioned  officers, 
and  18  enlisted  men;  total,  21.  Too  much  can  not  be  said  of  the  behavior  of  the 
company. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Lassiter, 
Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Company  Commander. 


REPORT  OF  GEN.  H.  S.  HAWKINS,  COMMANDING  FIRST  BRIGADE, 
FIRST  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  on  Friday,  July  1,  1898: 

Leaving  camp  early  in  the  morning  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  bivouac  in  a 
field  to  await  further  orders. 

Shortly  after  the  artillery  firing  commenced  orders  were  received  and  the 
brigade  moved  forward  in  the  following  order:  Sixth  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Egbert;  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Colonel- Theaker,  and  Seventy-first  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Colonel  Downs. 

Upon  arriving  at  second  crossing  of  Rio  San  Juan  we  found  that  a  portion  of 
the  dismounted  cavalry  had  already  discovered  enemy  in  strong  position  on  the 
ridge  commanding  all  approaches  in  every  direction,  and  protected  by  strong 
blockhouses  and  extensive  intrenchments.  After  considerable  time  consumed  in 
trying  to  examine  the  nature  of  approaches  under  fire,  it  was  determined  to  try 
and  flank  the  main  line  of  intrenchments.  For  this  purpose  the  Sixth  Infantry 
was  marched  wp  the  road  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  get  into  position  on  the 
flank  vrithout  being  liable  to  great  loss.  The  Sixteenth  Infantry  was  ordered  to 
follow  the  road  to  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Infantry.  It  was  intended 
to  use  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  between  the  Sixth  Infantry  and  the 
dismounted  cavalry  with  the  hope  of  so  threatening  the  immediate  front  that 
the  attack  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  might  be  unnoticed  by 
the  enemy  for  some  time,  but  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  had  been 
deflected  to  the  left  by  the  division  commander. 

20  m  a 
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The  Sixth  Infantry  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  then  pushed  through  the  dense  under- 
growth which  bordered  the  road  for  a  depth  of  some  250  yards. 

It  was  impossible  for  officers  or  men  to  preserve  anything  like  regular  formation, 
and  advance  in  lines  of  columns  of  fours  was  as  impracticable  as  advance  in 
regular  line.  The  two  regiments  had  to  get  through  the  chaparral  in  the  quickest 
possible  manner.  Somehow  the  enemy  had  discovered  or  suspected  this  approach, 
although  we  could  see  nothing  of  them.  The  enemy's  fire  was  continuous  and 
heavy,  many  officers  and  men  being  killed  and  wounded  in  this  dense  tropical 
undergrowth. 

It  was  hoped  that,  as  we  could  not  reply  to  the  fire,  the  enemy  would  at  last 
conclude  that  there  was  no  force  in  that  undergrowth,  but,  having  an  unlimited 
supply  of  ammunition,  the  enemy  kept  up  their  fire,  and  it  was  necessary  to  get 
through  the  chaparral  or  retreat. 

Officers  set  a  gallant  example  to  their  men.  It  was  while  engaged  in  an  attempt 
to  show  a  way  to  bewildered  troops  that  Lieut.  Dennis  M.  Michie,  Seventeenth 
Infantry,  aid-de-camp  on  my  personal  staff,  gallantly  sacrificed  his  life. 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Ord,  Sixth  Infantry,  acting  as  brigade  commissary,  was  also  con- 
spicuous in  his  efforts  to  encourage  the  men.  Capt.  W.  E.  Horton,  adjutant- 
general  of  the  brigade,  assisted  me  greatly  in  getting  some  sort  of  order  out  of  the 
confusion. 

Upon  finally  emerging  from  this  dense  growth  we  found  ourselves  in  a  wide 
field,  with  tall  grass,  knee-high,  and  instead  of  our  being  in  a  fianking  position 
the  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  found  parallel  to  us.  To  remain  where  we 
were  would  have  subjected  us  to  great  loss.  The  loss  would  also  be  great  for  us 
to  return  through  the  jungle. 

We  had  promised  to  take  the  position,  and  it  was  essential  to  do  so.  The  advance 
was  therefore  sounded  and  repeated  from  time  to  time  to  insure  its  being  heard 
above  the  din  of  musketry.  It  was  made  gallantly  across  the  wide  grass  field. 
Then  began  the-  ascent  of  the  very  steep  hill,  without  pausing  except  to  take 
breath. 

The  very  audacity  of  the  assault  seemed  to  demoralize  the  enemy,  who  did  not 
wait  for  the  bayonet  to  be  used. 

Our  loss  was  heavy,  especially  in  officers. 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Ord,  acting  on  my  staff,  was  killed  at  the  very  crest  of  the  hill.  He 
was  a  most  valuable  officer,  having  a  peculiar  faculty  for  meeting  every  difficulty 
as  it  occurred.  Capt.  W.  E.  Horton,  of  my  staff,  displayed  signal  gallantry  thi-ough- 
out  the  day.  I  cordially  recommend  him  for  a  brevet  commission  as  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  volunteers.  Colonel  Theaker,  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  an  officer  well 
advanced  in  years,  was  conspicuous  in  his  gallant  control  of  his  men.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Egbert,  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  was  seriously  wounded  while  leading  his 
regiment. 

I  submit  herewith  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  this  most  memorable  day. 

I  desire  particularly  to  mention  the  gallant  services  of  Corporal  Megill,  of  Com- 
pany B,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  who  was  by  my  side  throughout  the  day,  ever  ready 
to  do  some  perilous  service.  Trumpeters  Shroeder ,  Company  Q-,  and  Dorris,  Com- 
pany C,  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  were  of  the  utmost  assistance  in  securing  the 
simultaneous  advance  of  the  line  by  repeating  the  sound  of  the ' '  forward,"'  although 
each  call  upon  the  trumpet  was  sure  to  attract  heavy  fire. 

There  were  repeated  instances  of  great  gallantry  of  officers  in  the  command.    I 
think  that  all  did  their  duty  in  a  thorough  way.    I  leave  to  regimental  com- 
manders the  mention  of  individual  instances. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  S.  Hawkins, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Seventy-fiest  Infantry,  July  5, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following:  On  the  morning  of  July  1  this 
regiment  broke  camp  at  4  o'clock,  moving  at  4.30,  along  the  main  road  toward 
Santiago,  joining  the  balance  of  the  First  Brigade  at  a  point  to  the  left  of  the 
road,  where  the  brigade  was  held  until  orders  were  given  to  move  forward. 

When  the  order  came  to  advance  the  regiment  followed  in  the  rear  of  the  Sixth 
Infantry  until  halted  on  account  of  the  road  being  blocked  by  the  Cubans  bring- 
ing to  the  rear  the  wounded.  As  soon  as  it  was  possible  the  regiment  again 
moved  forward  untU  it  reached  the  headquarters  of  General  Kent,  having  been 
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• 
cut  ofiE  from  the  Sixth  Infantry  in  the  meantime.  By  his  direction  the  regiment 
left  the  main  road  at  his  headquarters,  turning  to  the  left  and  following  a  narrow 
road  which  led  to  the  ford  of  the  creek.  The  first  battalion  was  sent  forward, 
where  three  of  the  companies  crossed  and  deployed  to  the  left.  At  a  point  where 
a  stone  wall  ran  at  right  angles  with  the  road  two  companies  of  the  second  battal- 
ion were  turned  to  the  left  to  go  to  the  top  of  the  hUl  at  the  request  of  of&cers  of 
other  regiments,  as  the  firing  seemed  to  be  heavy  at  this  point.  They  were  sub- 
sequently recalled  and  sent  forward  with  the  second  battalion  to  the  firing  line. 
After  crossing  the  creek.  Companies  F,  under  command  of  Captain  Raffierty,  and 
M,  under  Captain  Goldsborough,  followed  by  Company  H,  under  Lieutenant 
McLeod,  advanced  rapidly,  reaching  the  crest  of  the  lull  to  the  right  of  the  block- 
house just  at  a  time  when  the  battery  posted  there  was  about  to  retire.  Com- 
panies F  and  M  charged  over  the  crest  of  the  barbed-wire  fence  in  the  face  of  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy.  Company  I,  under  command  of  Captain  Meeks,  at 
about  the  same  time  advanced  with  a  portion  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  to 
the  crest  of  the  hill  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  blockhouse,  holding  the 
same  until  the  firing  ceased  for  the  night  and  the  lines  were  rearranged.  The 
company  had  become  separated  from  the  battalion  at  the  ford  of  the  stream, 
advancing  over  a  different  road  from  the  other  companies.  The  balance  of  the 
regiment  moved  across  the  open  field,  up  the  hill,  occupying  the  crest  between 
the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  on  our  left,  at  the  blockhouse,  and  the  Sixth  Cavalry 
on  our  right.  During  the  night  intrenchments  were  built  and  finished  under  fire, 
which  opened  from  the  enemy  at  daybreak. 

On  Saturday,  the  3d  instant,  the  first  and  second  battalions  occupied  the 
trenches  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  blockhouse,  relieving  com- 
panies in  the  trenches  at  regular  intervals  under  the  constant  fire  of  the  enemy. 
The  third  battalion  was  held  as  a  support  to  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  on  the 
left  of  the  blockhouse.  On  the  3d  instant  the  regiment  held  the  same  position  as 
on  the  2d,  performing  the  same  duty.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  instant  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry  were  withdrawn,  and  the  third  battalion  occupied  the  trenches 
during  the  night.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  instant  firing  was  continued  on  the 
firing  line  at  10  o'clock,  and  the  regiment  was  immediately  under  arms,  part 
taking  position  in  the  trenches  and  the  remainder  forming  two  fines  in  the  rear 
under  cover.  The  alarm  was  without  cause,  firing  having  commenced  on  the 
left  of  our  lines,  which  was  subsequently  taken  up  by  a  portion  of  the  line. 
Bespectfully, 

W.  A.  Downs,  Colonel. 


Company  A,  Seventy-first  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  under  date  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  this  company,  comprising  3  officers,  12  noncommissioned 
oflflcers,  and  61  privates,  struck  camp  at  Sevilla  at  3.30  a.  m.,  Friday,  July  1, 1898, 
and,  as  part  of  the  first  battalion  of  the  regiment,  marched  to  the  San  Juan  River, 
where  it  rested  on  a  road  at  the  head  of  it  just  as  the  battle  of  San  Juan  Hill 
began.  During  the  intense  fire  from  small  arms  from  the  roundhouse  on  top  of 
the  hill  and  sharpshooters,  both  of  which  were  directed  upon  this  road,  1  private 
was  killed  and  5  wounded.  The  company,  under  orders,  moved  forward  inde- 
pendently at  9  a.  m.,  and.  crossing  the  river  and  open  field,  gained  the  hUl  and 
supported  a  troop  of  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry,  who  were  protecting  the  center 
of  the  firing  line  on  the  hill.  The  company  rested  as  a  reserve,  25  yards  from  the 
firing  Une,  the  remainder  of  the  day,  under  continual  and  heavy  fire  and  without 
any  protection.  The  company  held  this  position  during  the  battle  of  July  3  and 
3,  having  2  wounded  July  3.  In  the  sortie  Saturday  night,  July  2, 1  private  was 
severely  wounded,  making  the  total  loss  1  killed  and  8  wounded.  July  1,  after  the 
firing  ceased,  this  company  destroyed  all  the  barbed-wire  fences  on  top  of  the  hUl 
by  pulling  down  the  posts  by  main  force,  and  dug  trenches  all  during  the  night. 
It  relieved  the  troop  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry  in  the  trenches  at  daybreak  July  2,  and 
was  not  relieved  until  11.30  a.  m. ,  after  which  time  it  served  its  tours  of  duty  in  the 
trenches  until  Monday,  July  4,  when  it  was  relieved  by  part  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DE  Kay  Townsend, 
Captain,  Seventy-first  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Company  A. 
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'Seventy-Fibst  Regiment  Inpautry,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by  my 
company  in  the  battles  of  July  1,  2,  and  3,  1898: 

Marched  with  regiment  from  Sevilla  at  4.30  a.  m.,  July  1;  about9  a.  m.  the  men 
were  ordered  to  leave  their  packs  by  the  roadside  under  guard,  and  we  proceeded 
until  the  firing  became  so  heavy  that  I  deployed  my  men  as  skirmishers,  the  regi- 
ment having  halted;  while  thus  deployed  Private  S.  A.  Scofield  was  shot  in  the 
head  and  killed.  I  remained  by  the  roadside  with  my  company  and  the  rest  of  the 
third  battalion  until  ordered  forward  by  Major  Keck.  The  whole  battalion  then 
advanced  and  crossed  the  creek,  and  pursuant  to  orders  I  again  deployed  my  com- 
pany as  skirmishers,  occupying  the  left  of  the  battalion,  which  was  in  the  same 
formation.  We  advanced  in  such  order  and  ascended  San  Juan  HUl,  and  I  found 
when  reaching  the  top  with  my  company  that  the  hill  was  already  in  possession  of 
our  troops. 

On  that  afternoon  we  merely  took  up  our  position  in  rear  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry. 

On  July  3  we  remained  all  day  in  rear  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  Private 
Charles  Andre  was  shot  in  the  right  elbow  and  Private  Newmeyer  through  the 
left  shoulder.  At  dusk  we  were  ordered  into  the  trenches  to  relieve  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry,  and  my  company  took  its  position  between  companies  E  and  L, 
being  the  third  in  line.  At  about  10  p.  m.  we  were  subjected  to  a  heavy  infantry 
fire  by  the  Spaniards,  which  was  returned,  my  company  averaging  about  three 
rounds  per  man. 

On  July  3  we  were  ordered  out  of  the  trenches  at  daylight,  our  exit  being 
made  under  a  heavy  flr<j  from  the  Spaniards,  in  which  Private  Louis  Foley  was 
shot  in  the  right  elbow. 
Respectfully, 

E.  A.  Selpridge,  Jr., 
Captain,  Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Company  O. 


Company  G,  Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry, 

New  York  Volunteers, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  July  38,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by  my  company  in  the  battle  of  July  1, 
3,  and  3,  1898: 

The  company  broke  camp  with  the  regiment  at  4.30  a.  m.,  on  July  1,  and  after 
marching  a  considerable  distance  turned  into  a  field  to  the  left  of  the  road,  where 
we  formed  column  of  masses  in  rear  of  Sixth  Regiment  Infantry,  United  States 
Army,  and  rested  for  about  half  an  hour;  we  then  moved  forward,  halting  fre- 
quently. At  the  fork  in  the  road,  where  General  Kent  was  stationed,  we  turned 
to  the  left.  At  this  time  we  were  under  a  scattering  small-arms  fire ,  with  an  occa- 
sional shell.  After  going  forward  300  or  400  yards,  rolls  were  thrown  off,  and  I 
was  ordered  by  Colonel  Downs  to  get  my  men  under  cover.  "We  stayed  here  about 
ten  minutes,  when  I  was  ordered  to  follow  Company  A  and  move  up  to  the  ford. 
I  at  once  moved  forward  about  100  yards,  where  I  found  Company  A  lying  down. 
I  at  once  ordered  my  first  lieutenant  to  report  to  Colonel  Downs  and  ask  for  further 
instructions.  Lieutenant  reported  and  returned  with  orders  to  move  forward, 
following  Company  A.  By  this  time  the  road  was  blocked  by  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry,  United  States  Army.  The  fire  becoming  very  heavy,  the  Twenty-fourth, 
or  that  part  immediately  in  mjr  front,  fell  back  about  35  yards.  Company  G  going 
back  with  them.  The  companies  were  ordered  not  to  go  farther  and  to  lie  down. 
While  halted  here  Second  Lieutenant  Snell,  of  Company  E,  and  Privates  Althouse, 
Kirby,  and  Mclntyre  were  wounded.  Being  unable  to  move  forward  and  seeing 
that  my  men  were  being  hit  I  went  to  rear  (about  75  yards)  and  reported  situation 
to  Colonel  Downs  and  asked  permission  to  withdraw  company  to  a  more  sheltered 
position.  Permission  being  given ,  companies  were  ordered  back  to  the  stone  wall 
to  left  of  road.    After  waiting  here  about  ten  minutes  I  was  again  ordered  forward, 
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and  while  goin^  up  to  ford  I  saw  Major  Wells,  of  Second  Battalion,  and  placed 
myself  under  Ms  command.  We  crossed  the  ford  and  formed  column  of  fours. 
Major  Wells  placed  Captain  Linson,  of  Company  D,  in  command  of  the  First  Bat- 
talion (Companies  A ,  D ,  and  G) ,  and  we  then  crossed  the  field  and  proceeded  to  foot 
of  San  Juan  Hill,  forming  line  of  skirmishers  on  the  way.  After  staying  here  a  few 
minutes,  were  ordered  to  top  of  hill  and  were  moved  to  the  right,  my  company 
acting  as  support.  We  were  here  or  on  the  road  until  firing  ceased  at  nightfall. 
At  midnight  company  were  ordered  to  dig  rifle  pits,  and  worked  on  same  until 
daylight. 

During  the  3d  company  took  its  turn  in  rifle  pits  and  were  in  pits  at  the  time 
of  night  attack  by  the  enemy. 

Company  remained  on  San  Juan  Hill  until  morning  of  5th,  when  First  Bat- 
talion was  ordered  to  rear  to  repair  i-oad. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  while  under  fire  was  superb  and  can  not  be  too  highly 
commended,  and  all  but  one  man  was  accounted  for  when  roll  was  called  that 
night. 

Respectfully, 

Anthony  J.  Bleeckee, 
Captain,  Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Company  O. 


Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor,  in  reply  to  communication  from  division  headquarters. 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  dated  July  28, 1898,  to  state  that  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1898,  at 
about  4.30  o'clock  a.  m..  Company  E,  Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry,  New  York 
Volunteers,  as  part  of  the  regiment,  broke  camp  at  Sexolla  and  marched  in  column 
of  files  down  the  road  toward  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  forded  the  San  Juan  River. 
Just  before  reaching  the  fork  of  two  roads  and  at  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning 
we  unslung  rolls  and  prepared  to  go  into  battle.  While  waiting  for  the  order  to 
advance,  a  number  of  shots  from  the  enemy  came  among  the  company,  one  of 
which  stmck  Private  McClelland  in  the  right  knee. 

The  company  was  advanced  in  column  of  files  to  where  General  Kent  was 
standing  and  directed  to  follow  the  preceding  company  into  a  thick  underbrush. 
While  lying  here  we  were  under  heavy  fire  from  shot  and  shell  for  about  one 
hour.  Privates  Pierce,  Euster,  Schaller,  and  Joyce  were  wounded.  We  then 
received  orders  to  advance,  and  as  the  left  company  of  the  Third  Battahon  we 
advanced  in  line  of  skirmishers  up  the  hill  on  which  the  blockhouse  stood  and 
reached  the  brow  of  the  said  hill  on  the  left  of  the  blockhouse  at  about  —  o'clock  p.  m. 
The  company  then  acted  as  part  of  the  reserve  for  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 
A  number  of  the  company  sharpshooters  was  on  the  firing  line,  but  were  ordered  to 
cease  firing  on  account  of  having  the  Springfield  rifles.  The  firing  ceased  at 
about  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  company  remained  in  this  position  until 
the  2d  of  July.  At  about  8  o'clock  the  company  relieved  the  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry  in  the  trenches  and  had  the  left  of  line  of  the  battalion,  the  Ninth 
Infantry  being  on  our  left.  A  picket  of  a  corporal  and  three  men  was  posted  at 
about  50  yards  in  advance  of  the  line.  At  about  10  o'clock  p.  m.  the  line  with- 
stood a  vigorous  fire  of  shot  and  shell  for  about  an  hour.  The  fire  was  returned 
by  us,  but  we  ceased  firing  by  command  of  Major  Markley,  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July  the  company  was  relieved  in  the  trenches  by 
the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  and  acted  as  a  reserve  until  13  o'clock  m.,  when  the 
truce  was  declared. 
Respectfully, 

William  R.  Hill, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Company  E, 
Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers. 
To  Major-General  Kent, 

Commanding  First  IHvision,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
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SirvENTY-riRST  Regiment  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders  No.  73,  current  series,  A.  G.  O.,  I  be^ 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  action  of  my  company  (P,  Seventy-first  Regi- 
ment) in  battles  of  July  1,  2,  and  3r 

With  the  regiment.  Company  F  broke  camp  at  Sevilla  July  1,  3.30  a.  m.,  and 
moved  toward  the  front  at  4.30  a.  m.  About  10.30,  while  the  regiment  was 
advancing  along  branch  road,  we  came  under  fire,  and  lost  one  man.  Private 
Featherstone,  wounded  by  fragment  of  a  shell,  and  shortly  afterwards  (the  regi- 
ment having  presumably  reached  its  position)  the  company  was  ordered  to  lie 
down  to  avoid  the  enemy's  infantry  fire.  After  some  delay  the  Second  Battalion 
was  ordered  forward,  and  on  reaclung  trail  (naarked  xj  Companies  H  and  M  were 
ordered  into  trail  to  the  left  and  Company  F  ordered  forward  along  road  to  ford. 


San  Juan. 


While  approaching  the  ford,  the  adjutant  of  Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infan- 
try joined  us  and  showed  the  way  to  the  front.  I  then  ordered  Company  F  for 
ward,  found  the  bank  of  ford  toward  the  enemy  lined. with  our  troops,  and  had  to 
wade  downstream  about  50  yards  in  water  sometimes  nearly  5  feet  deep  in  order 
to  effect  a  landing.  This  having  been  accomplished,  I  moved  forward  rapidly, 
with  the  company  in  line  of  skirmishers  direct  to  San  Juan  house,  and  took  posi- 
tion on  firing  line  to  left  of  that  building  with  the  Sixteenth  United  States  Infan- 
try, assisting  to  drive  the  enemy  back;  and  under  orders  from  General  Hawkins 
remained  with  the  Sixteenth  until  about  an  hour  later.  I  saw  some  companies  of 
my  battalion  moving  across  to  the  right  of  San  Juan  house,  and  moving  my  com- 
pany around  the  brow  of  the  hill,  joined  Company  M  in  time  to  move  forward  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  a  field  battery  placed  there. 

By  order  of  General  Hawkins,  and  under  command  of  Captain  Goldsborough, 
Companies  F  and  M  advanced  across  the  open  in  front  of  our  battery  and,  taking 
the  enemy's  fire,  held  the  ground  until  the  battery  had  been  retired,  when  we  were 
also  ordered  to  retire  to  a  sunken  roadway  immediately  below  the  crest  of  hill. 
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Losses,  1st  July:  Elled,  Piivate  F.  W.  Booth;  wounded,  First  Sergeant  McDer- 
mott,  Sergt.  M.  Spitzel,  Corporal  Schied,  Private  PohalsH,  Private  Mercer,  Private 
HaU,  Private  Helrani,  Private  Eiseman,  Private  Featherstone. 

During  night  of  July  1  the  company  worked  in  reliefs  all  night,  digging  intrench- 
ments  on  the  immediate  right  of  San  Juan  house. 

Julj;  2. — This  company  did  duty  in  the  trenches,  and  during  the  night  attack 
were  in  reserve  below  the  brow  of  hiU,  and  on  duty  again  on  July  3  in  the 
trenches. 

During  the  battles  I  was  ably  supported  throughout  by  First  Lieutenant  Garth- 
waite  and  Second  Lieutenant  Roberts,  and  the  men  of  the  company  behaved  in 
a  steady,  soldierly  manner,  to  such  an  extent  that  while  exposed  to  severe  fire,  at 
a  whistle  signal  I  brought  my  command  from  rapid  firing  to  cease  firing,  and  took 
up  firing  volleys. 

On  July  3  and  3  I  had  no  casualties. 

Respectfully,  Malcolm  A.  Rapferty, 

Captain,  Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Commanding  Company  F. 


Company  C,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 

August  2,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  regimental  and  brigade  headquarters.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  compliance  with  orders, 
First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  dated  Jxdy  28, 1898: 

This  company,  as  a  part  of  First  Battalion,  Seventy-first  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteer  fiifantry,  broke  camp  4.30  a.  m.,  Jiily  1,  and  marched  forward  about  1 
mile,  when  it  formed  100  yards  left  of  road  in  regular  place  behind  the  Sixth 
United  States  Infantry.  After  remaining  there  about  one  hour  this  regiment 
followed  Sixth  United  States  Infantry  back  to  road  and  along  same  to  a  fork 
where  General  Kent  stood.  We  then  turned  to  left  and  received  orders  to  pass 
Company  D  (which  was  leading)  and  halt  at  ford.  The  men  laid  down,  seeking 
protection  among  shrubbery  along  stream  running  parallel  to  road.  While  here 
the  firing  was  intense,  and  Corpl.  G.  L.  Immen  was  wounded  (died  July  8)  and 
Private  Charles  P.  F.  Gushing  was  killed.  Wounded,  Privates  Charles  Deutsch- 
berger,  Leonard  Westerberg,  J.  H.  Miller,  and  E.  D.  HaU  (who  are  reported  to  be 
recovering).  Later,  while  attempting  to  cross  ford,  was  ordered  to  remain  on 
same  side.  Remained  there  several  hours,  and  then  ordered  to  rear.  Remained 
there  until  dusk,  when  company,  with  rest  of  regiment,  went  up  San  Juan  Hill. 
Dug  trenches  all  that  night. 

July  2. — Occupied  trenches  during  firing  until  relieved  at  1  p.  m.  Remained 
on  Will  and  was  awakened  at  10  p.  m.  by  firing;  placed  in  trenches,  with  orders 
not  to  fire.  Firing  resumed  July  — ,  a.  m.,  and  at  12  m.  cease  firing  was  ordered. 
No  more  firing  while  in  this  position.  Company  slept  on  hill  July  3.  Of  those 
members  who  became  separated  from  company  July  1  and  went  up  the  hill, 
Corpl.  R.  S.  McNab,  Privates  Charles  J.  Weeljs  and  George  M.  Hurley  were 
wounded.  The  two  former  are  reported  recovering;  the  latter  joined  company 
July  4.  The  men  performed  their  duty  faithfully.  The  captain  of  company  was 
prostrated  by  the  heat  July  1;  taken  to  relief  station,  and,  by  permission  of  Dr. 
Stafford,  rejoined  company  early  on  morning  July  4.  He  has  continued  to  per- 
form  duty  since  that  time.  During  his  absence  First  Lieut.  L.  Robertson,  assisted 
by  Second  Lieut.  W.  E.  Gallagher,  had  charge  of  company. 
Respectfully, 

Ferdinand  Heindsmann, 
Captain  Company  C,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Company  B,  Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry, 

New  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Santiago,  August  1,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Mffh  Army  Corps. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  request  of  July  38, 1898, 1  respectfully  submit  a  brief 
report  of  the  action  taken  by  Company  B  in  the  battles  of  July  1,  3,  and  3, 1898. 
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The  company  broke  camp  as  a  part  of  the  Third  Battalion,  Seventy-first  Regi- 
ment Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers,  near  SaviUa  on  the  morning  of  July  1, 
1898,  4.30  a.  m. ,  and  began  to  march  to  the  front.  After  marching  some  distance 
we  unslung  packs  by  the  roadside,  and  sometime  afterwards  turned  to  the  left  in 
a  road  running  through  a  woods.  On  this  road  the  regiment  came  to  a  Imlt, 
and  Company  B  was  deployed  along  the  right  side  of  the  road.  "While  in  this 
position  Private  L.  B.  Skinner  was  killed,  being  shot  through  the  head,  and 
Q.  M.  Sergt.  J.  S.  Long  was  wounded  in  the  thigh.  The  Third  Battalion  was 
ordered  to  move  to  the  front  by  Major  Keck.  Company  B,  holding  the  right  of 
the  battalion,  emerged  from  the  woods,  crossed  the  ford,  and  waited  a  short  time 
on  the  bank  of  the  stream  for  the  other  companies  of  the  battalion  to  join  it. 
The  battalion  then  marched  across  the  field  and  up  San  Juan  HiU  in  battle  forma- 
tion, Company  B  holding  the  right.  We  were  there  held  in  support  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  sending  upon  the  firing  line  a  number  of 
sharpshooters.  During  the  whole  day  Company  B  had  been  kept  intact,  squad  by 
squad,  section  by  section,  and  upon  arriving  on  the  hill  every  man  was  present  or 
accounted  for  with  the  exception  of  3  men,  who  it  was  found  out  afterwards  had 
assisted  the  wounded  to  the  rear. 

On  July  2  we  still  remained  on  the  brow  of  San  Juan  Hill  as  a  support  to  the 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  Privates  J.  W.  Jeffrey  and  W.  B.  Clark  were  seriously 
wounded  on  this  day  from  a  fiank  fire.  In  the  evening  we,  with  the  rest  of  the 
Third  Battalion,  relieved  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  in  the  trenches,  and  for  a 
time  were  busily  engaged  in  enlarging  the  trenches.  Company  B  had  thrown  out 
pickets  by  direction  of  Major  Keck,  Coi-poral  Hamm  and  3  men,  and  about  10 
p.  m.  these  pickets  discovered  the  enemy  advancing  toward  them  down  the  road 
leading  from  Santiago.  The  pickets  returned  and  reported  the  affair,  when  they 
were  again  sent  out.  They  returned  a  second  time  and  reported  that  the  enemy 
had  approached  nearer.  While  returning  the  second  time  the  pickets  were  fired 
upon  by  the  enemy.  The  pickets  were  not  sent  out  again.  Company  B  was  reen- 
f orced  by  a  company  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  in  the  trenches  and  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  was  returned,  from  twelve  to  fourteen  roiinds  being  fii'ed,  when 
the  command  "  Cease  firing"  was  given. 

On  the  morning  of  July  3  we  were  relieved  in  the  trenches  by  a  company  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  and  Company  B,  ia  connection  with  the  rest  of  the  Third 
Battalion,  continued  in  support  until  the  flag  of  truce  was  raised. 

I  have  only  words  of  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  and  men  of 
Company  B  conducted  themselves,  sometimes  imder  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances, during  the  three  days'  fight. 

Respectfully,  Wm.  L.  Hazen, 

Captain  Company  B,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers. 


Company  D,  Seventy-First  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  2, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  July  38  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

We  broke  camp  with  the  regiment  about  4.30  a.  m.  on  July  1,  and  after  march- 
ing some  distance  were  directed  into  a  field  and  there  halted  ia  the  rear  of  the 
Sixth  Infantry,  United  States  Army,  where  we  rested  for  some  time.  We  moved 
from  this  position,  firing  being  heard  in  the  distance,  and  advanced  forward.  On 
arriving  at  the  fork  in  the  road  where  General  Kent  stood,  packs  were  discarded. 
Colonel  Downs  ordered  Company  D  to  form  the  advance  guard  and  proceed  to 
the  ford.  About  half  way  to  this  ford  Captain  Hinsman,  of  Company  C,  informed 
me  that  he  had  been  directed  to  pass  Company  D.  At  his  request  I  halted  my 
command  and  permitted  Company  C  to  pass,  following  directly  in  their  rear. 
Upon  the  announcement  that  Company  C  had  arrived  at  the  ford,  I  halted.  I 
also  ordered  the  company  to  lie  down.  They  remained  in  this  position  for  some 
time.  No  casualties  occurred  in  Company  D  in  this  road,  although  other  men 
were  falling  all  around  us. 

The  men  behaved  splendidly  under  this  their  first  fire,  not  a  man  flinching  and 
all  eagerly  awaiting  the  orders  to  move  forward. 

Upon  Company  0  being  withdrawn  on  account  of  the  collapse  of  its  captain,  I 
took  Company  D  to  the  ford.  Shortly  after  Major  Keck  arrived  at  the  ford  I 
reported  to  him  for  orders  and  followed  him  across  the  ford.    On  crossing,  I  saw 
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Companies  G  and  A,  of  the  First  Battalion,  in  my  rear  on  tlie  field,  and  being  the 
senior  officer,  I  assumed  command  of  the  First  Battalion  and  directed  Lieutenant 
Rockwell  to  take  command  of  Company  D.  I  then  reported  to  Major  Wells,  of 
the  Second  Battalion,  who  directed  me  to  take  my  battalion  across  the  field, 
where  the  two  battalions  took  the  regimental  formation,  with  Company  D  on  the 
right.    We  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the  hUl  and  halted. 

An  officer  on  top  of  the  hill  called,  "  Come  up,  Seventy-first;  they  are  coming 
back."  The  two  battalions  were  ordered  up  the  hill,  a  portion  of  Company  D 
entering  the  blockhouse  and  firing  at  the  enemy  untU  ordered  back.  Privates 
J.  K.  Brown,  Kenhule,  and  Dunwoody  were  wounded.  On  arriving  at  the  top  of 
the  hill,  a  member  of  General  Hawkins's  staff  pointed  out  our  position  around  to 
the  right,  to  which  point  the  company  was  conducted  by  Lieutenant  Rockwell. 

After  the  firing  ceased.  Company  D  was  ordered  into  the  sunken  road,  where  it 
remained  all  night,  sending  out  pickets  in  the  front  and  a  portion  of  the  company 
assisting  in  digging  the  trenches. 

We  remained  in  our  position  on  the  hill  during  July  2  and  3,  under  Major  Whit- 
tle, alternating  with  the  other  companies  in  trench  and  picket  duty. 

During  the  night  attack  of  July  3  the  battalion  was  ordered  forward,  and  Com- 
pany D  proceeded  to  the  sunken  road  at  the  top  of  the  hiU,  as  directed  by  the  major. 

The  behavior  of  my  command  during  three  days'  engagement  was  excellent. 
No  disorder  prevailed,  and  Company  D  was  ready  at  all  times  for  action. 
Respectfully, 

William  H.  Linson, 
Captain,  Seventy-first  Regiment  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers. 


Santiago  de  Cuba. 

[No  date.J 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  according  to  General 
Orders,  No.  73,  c.  s.,  A.  G.  O.,  1898: 

July  1, 1898, 1  received  orders  to  move  the  company.  Advanced  with  the  regi- 
ment to  San  Juan  Hill;  was  halted  several  times  before  reaching  the  ford. 
Received  orders  from  Colonel  Downs  to  proceed  to  front,  and  if  coming  into  a 
cross-fire  at  ford,  to  retire  on  reaching  the  ford.  The  fire  became  so  hot  and 
destructive  I  proceeded  to  cross,  to  preserve  my  company.  Then  continued  on, 
going  into  the  fight  with  Company  G,  Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infantry,  and 
reaching  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  men  during  the  action  acted  very  coolly  and 
obeyed  orders  very  promptly. 

A  short  time  after  reaching  the  hill  the  battalion  was  turned  over  to  me  by 
Major  Wells.  The  company  and  battalion  were  engaged  on  the  2d  and  3d  July  in 
digging  trenches.  The  company  lost  1  private  killed  in  blockhouse  on  San  Juan 
Hill  and  4  wounded  during  the  action  July  2.  The  company  went  into  the  trenches 
and  engaged  the  enemy  until  ordered  to  retire  on  account  of  the  smoke  made  by 
the  use  of  the  Springfield  rifle  and  black  powder.  I  was  then  acting  as  support 
to  the  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry  and  Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infantry. 
Respectfully  yours, 

W.  F.  Meeks, 
Captain,  Commanding  Company  I,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers. 


Company  H,  Seventy-first  Regiment 

New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir:  Complying  with  special  orders,  dated  July  28, 1898,  First  Division,  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
taken  by  this  company  on  July  1,  3,  and  3: 

On  the  morning  of  1st  instant  the  company,  as  part  of  the  regiment,  reached 
"  Balloon  Forks  "  about  9.30o'clock;  later,  by  direction  of  the  commanding  officer 
proceeding  in  the  direction  of  San  Juan  HiU  to  reenf  orce  the  firing  line  of  the 
First  Battalion.  Not  finding  any  portion  of  the  regiment,  the  company  was 
attached  to  a  portion  of  the  Second  United  States  Infantry,  and,  by  direction  of 
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the  major  commanding,  advanced,  crossing  and  halting  at  the  ford  heyond. 
Shortly  after,  and  after  the  receipt  of  orders  from  Major  "W  ells.  Second  Battalion, 
Seventy-first,  this  command  rejoined  its  battalion,  which  had  come  forward  on 
the  left,  and  took  part  in  the  assault  of  Fort  San  Jnan,  occupying  a  position  on 
the  right  of  the  battalion,  continuing  under  fire  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 

At  daybreak  of  the  3d  of  July  the  company  occupied,  from  time  to  time,  the 
trenches,  remaining  on  this  duty  until  the  next  morning,  July  3.  On  July  3  was 
engaged  on  duty  in  the  trenches. 

During  said  dates  the  undersigned  was  in  command.  Captain  Joyce  having  been 
carried  to  the  hospital  before  the  action  on  the  morning  of  July  1. 

Casualties.— WouniedL,Jnly2, 3;  JulyS,  1;  prostration  (heat),  July  1, 1  (Captain 
Joyce). 

Respectfully, 

Lincoln  W.  McLeod, 
First  Lieutenant.  Commanding  Company  H, 
Seventy-first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Company  L,  Sevbntt-fiest  Regiment  Infantry, 

New  YOEK  VOLtTNTEBRS, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
company  in  the  battles  of  July  1,2,  and  8: 

On  the  morning  of  July  1  my  company,  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  pro- 
ceeded along  the  trail  leading  to  San  Juan  River.  The  company  was  halted  a 
number  of  times,  until  finally  we  reached  a  crossroad,  where  we  were  again 
halted.  Here  and,  in  fact,  all  along  this  trail  we  were  subjected  to  a  very  heavy 
fire  from  an  unseen  enemy.  My  company  lost  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded  before 
reaching  the  crossroad. 

At  this  point  Major  Keck  gave  the  command  for  the  Third  Battalion  to  move 
forward  and  to  cross  the  ford,  which  was  obeyed,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  other 
regiments  were  pushing  forward  at  this  time  my  company  became  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  battalion,  and  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the  ford,  where  I  found 
Major  Keck,  and  reported  to  him.  He  then  ordered  me  to  cross  the  lowlands  and 
proceed  up  the  hill  back  of  the  blockhouse,  and  to  act  as  advance  guard  to  the 
battalion,  which  I  did.  I  found,  however,  that  one  section  of  my  company  was 
not  with  me  after  reaching  the  foot  of  the  hill.  We  reached  the  top  of  the  hill, 
where  I  was  ordered  to  hold  my  company  in  rear  of  the  firing  line,  in  support. 

At  this  moment  Major  Keck,  with  the  battalion,  arrived  on  the  hill,  and  we 
were  all  held  as  support.  The  missing  section,  under  a  sergeant,  came  up  with 
the  battalion. 

About  a  half  hour  later  I  was  ordered  to  send  some  of  my  best  shots  on  to  the 
firing  line,  which  I  did;  but  they  were  quickly  sent  to  the  rear,  as  the  smoke  from 
the  Springfield  rifles  drew  the  enemy's  fii'e.  After  dark  part  of  the  company  were 
engaged  in  digging  trenches. 

On  July  3  we  were,  held  in  reserve  until  after  dark,  when  we  relieved  Company 
E,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  in  the  trenches.  We  were  engaged  in  improving  the 
trenches  when  heavy  firing  commenced  about  11  p.  m.  We  fired  three  rounds  in 
return,  and  then,  as  I  could  see  nothing  to  aim  at,  ceased  firing.  The  firing  all 
along  the  line  ceased  in  about  fifteen  minutes. 

We  were  relieved  from  duty  in  the  trenches  about  7  a.  m.  July  3.  Were 
compelled  to  leave  the  trenches  under  fire  and  were  exposed  for  a  distance  of 
about  60  yards  before  we  could  reach  cover.  In  leaving  the  trenches  two  men 
were  very  slightly  wounded,  but  did  not  report  to  the  surgeon.  The  rest  of  the 
day  was  spent  in  reserve  on  the  hillside. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  both  oflcers  and  men  acted  most  admirably, 
showing  no  disposition  whatever  to  flinch  under  fire. 
Respectfully, 

E.  E.  Austin,  Captain, 
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Company  M,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  yonr  order  of  July  28,  1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  brief  report  of  the  action  taken  by  my  company  in  the  battles  of 
July  1,  2,  and  3, 1898: 

Until  about  1  p.  m.  on  July  1  the  company  was  held  in  the  woods  in  front  of 
San  Juan  Hill.  The  enemy's  fire  reached  the  company  there  and  1  man  was 
wounded.  Shortly  after  1  p.  m.  the  company,  with  one  other  company  (H)  of 
the  Second  Battalion  and  part  of  a  third  company  (F)  of  the  same  battalion,  all 
under  Major  WeUs,  moved  out  of  the  woods  and  into  the  open  ground  between 
the  woods  and  San  Juan  Hill.  On  the  edge  of  the  woods  three  companies  of  the 
First  Battalion  were  found,  and  Major  Wells  added  these  to  his  command,  form- 
ing two  battalions;  one,  of  the  three  companies  of  the  First  Battalion,  under  Cap- 
tain Linson,  and  the  other,  formed  of  the  two  and  one-half  companies  of  the 
Second  Battalion,  under  myself.  The  immediate  command  of  this  company  was 
thereupon  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Hutchinson.  The  two  provisional  battalions 
moved  across  the  open  to  the  foot  of  San  Juan  Hill,  and  my  battalion  moved  up, 
on  an  order  from  the  front  by  Major  Wells.  I  found  Greneral  Hawkins  and  was 
ordered  by  hiTin  to  move  the  battalion  around  to  the  right  of  the  blockhouse  and 
support  a  battery,  which  was  stationed  there.  The  main  portion  of  Company  F 
joined  me,  and  I  placed  the  battalion  in  the  rear  of  the  battery  in  two  lines;  Fand 
M  in  the  first  line  and  H  in  the  second  line. 

Between  2  and  3  p.  m.  the  battery  was  forced  to  retire,  and  the  first  line  moved 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and,  finding  that  they  could  see  nothing  of  the  enemy  from 
there,  advanced  over  the  crest  to  a  barb-wire  fence,  some  100  yards  in  advance. 
The  smoke  from  our  Springfields  drew  a  deadly  fire  from  the  enemy  and  the  line 
withdrew  to  the  rear  of  the  crest  under  cover.  This  company  lost  8  killed  and  11 
wounded  at  the  barb-wire  fence.  I  reported  to  General  Hawkins  and  received 
orders  to  hold  the  men  under  cover  of  the  crest.  This  we  did,  and  later  the  fourth 
company  of  the  Second  Battalion  and  the  whole  of  the  First  Battalion  moved  up 
into  the  same  position,  and  I  returned  to  the  immediate  command  of  my  com- 
pany. During  the  night  of  July  1  and  the  fighting  of  July  2  and  3  this  company 
was  engaged  in  digging  and  hol&ng  the  trenches  on  San  Juan  HiU.  On  July  2  the 
company  lost  1  kDled  and  1  wounded,  making  its  total  losses  in  action  4  killed 
and  13  wounded. 

EespectfuUy,  W.  Laird  Goldsborough, 

Captain  Company  M,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers. 


New  York  Hospital  (City), 

September  5, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  claims  in  connection  with  the  San 
Juan  affair  in  Cuba,  of  which  there  has  been  so  much  written.  The  company 
commanders  have  made  reports;  I  made  one  to  brigade  adjutant-general.  I 
claim  to  have  been  in  command  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  to  have  been  the  senior 
officer  present,  during  the  engagement.  That  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infant^ 
stormed  and  captured  the  hiU,  intrenchments,  and  blockhouse,  and  deserve  credit 
for  the  action.  That  I  gave  orders  to  break  and  cut  through  the  wire  fence,  and 
for  the  advance.  That  no  other  troops  were  in  the  field  in  sight  when  the  Six- 
teenth started.  That  I  could  see  the  whole  field  on  the  side  attacked  and  opposite 
the  Spanish  line  to  Santiago.  That  if  other  troops  were  there,  the  Sixteenth 
started  the  advance  first.  That  no  other  troops  (organization)  were  on  the  hill 
for  fully  twenty  minutes,  near  half  an  hour,  after  it  was  in  our  possession.  That 
no  field  or  staff  officer  was  on  the  hill,  or  made  his  appearance,  for  near  half  an 
hour,  fully  twenty  minutes,  after  the  Mil  and  works  were  captured. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  Noble, 
Captain  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
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Headquarters  Twelfth  Infantry, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  August  29, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  On  August  38, 1898, 1  forwarded  to  your  ofB.ce  a  true  copy  of  the  official 
report  of  the  then  commanding  ofiBcer  of  this  regiment,  covering  the  operations 
participated  in  by  the  Twelfth  Infantry  from  June  30,  1898,  to  July  2,  same  year, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

This  report  does  me  an  injustice,  not  intentional,  I  believe,  on  the  part  of  the 
then  commanding;  oflflcer,  and  it  is  with  the  purpose  of  having  the  matter  repre- 
sented in  its  true  light  this  letter  is  written.  The  offlcial  report  (referred  to  above) 
does  not  show  that  I  participated  in  the  final  assault  upon  the  ' '  stone  blockhouse , " 
which  occupied  a  commanding  position  on  a  hill  dominating  the  country  surround- 
ing the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  El  Oaney.  Upon  receipt  of  orders  from  the  com- 
manding officer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Comba,  I  proceeded  to  join  the  regiment  with 
companies  A  and  D,  Twelfth  Infantry,  who  held  the  position  on  the  left,  and  men- 
tioned in  the  report,  which  position  commanded  the  ground  in  front  of  the  block- 
house. I  reported  my  arrival,  and  some  time  elapsed  before  orders  were  given 
for  the  assault  upon  the  blockhouse.  Later  on  these  two  companies  were  moved 
forward,  marched  up  the  sunken  road  a  short  distance,  when  they  left  it,  turning 
to  the  left,  being  screened  on  their  right  by  a  high  hedge,  and  proceeded  toward 
an  opening  in  front  of  the  head  of  the  column,  on  the  left  of  which  stood  a  good- 
sized  tree.  In  the  opening  stood  the  commanding  officer  and  Captain  Haskell. 
At  that  time  I  was  not  at  the  head  of  the  command,  but  near  it.  I  heard  Colonel 
Comba  tell  Captain  Haskell  to  take  companies  A  and  D  and  assault  the  stone 
blockhouse. 

Very  shortly  afterwards  I  came  up,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Comba  explained 
to  me  why  he  had  given  to  Captain  Haskell  the  command  of  the  two  companies, 
because  I  did  not  happen  to  be  at  the  head,  and  then  said  to  me,  "I  want  that 
fort  held,"  to  which  I  replied,  "I  will  see  that  it  is  not  retaken,"  and  went  forward 
on  the  run. 

While  I  was  not  one  of  the  first  to  reach  the  fort,  I  was  not  one  of  the  last. 
Captain  Haskell  preceded  me.  It  is  not  my  desire  to  take  from  him  any  of  the 
glory,  but  I  do  not  wish  my  name  to  be  left  out  of  this  operation,  as  I  formed  a 
part  of  the  assaulting  column.  Upon  arrival  there  I  proceeded  at  once  to  put  the 
command  into  position  to  hold  it  against  the  attack  of  any  column  which  might 
be  sent  against  it. 

It  is  requested  this  communication  be  referred  to  Colonel  Comba,  now  of  the 
Fifth  Infantry,  for  his  remarks,  and  that  I  be  made  acquainted  with  the  same  on 
its  return  to  your  offlce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  H.  Humphreys, 
Major,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  August  SI,  1898. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded. 

G.  S.  Carpenter, 
lAeuteutenant-Colonel,  Seventh  Infantry,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  1,  1898. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army  through 
Headquarters  United  States  forces,  with  request  that  this  be  referred  to  Colonel 
Comba,  Fifth  Infantry,  who  it  is  understood  is  on  leave  for  one  month,  before 
joining  his  regiment,  now  under  orders  to  go  to  Cuba.  Colonel  Comba's  report 
shows  companies  A  and  D  brought  forward  by  Colonel  Humphreys,  ' '  closely  fol- 
lowed "  the  companies  under  Captain  Haskell,  and  it  is  probably  an  inadvertence 
that  Colonel  Humphreys's  name  is  omitted  in  this  connection. 

Adna  R.  Chaffee, 
Major-Oeneral,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  S,  1898. 
RespectfuUy  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  inviting 
attention  to  second  indorsement. 

J.  WHEV.TjTSR, 

Major-Oeneral,  U.  S  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

September  IS,  1898. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  R.  Comba,  Fifth  Infantry,  Astor  House,  New  York 
City,  for  report. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles. 

Thomas  Ward, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Bullard  House, 
Atlanta,  Qa.,  October  1, 1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army. 

My  report  of  operations  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry,  covering  tlie  period  referred 
to,  was  hastily  prepared.  I  endeavored,  however,  to  state  all  important  facts, 
with  the  intention  of  going  more  into  details  in  a  supplemental  report,  to  be  sub- 
mitted later,  after  looking  over  the  reports  of  company  and  battalion  commanders. 
Certainly  no  injustice  was  intended  Major  Humphreys,  who  services  during  the 
Santiago  campaign  were  faithful  and  meritorious.  I  consider  that  all  oflBcers  and 
men  present  with  the  regiment  are  faii-ly  entitled  to  be  considered  as  having  taken 
part  in  the  operation  referred  to,  namely,  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  "stone 
blockhouse,"  notwithstanding  that  the  assaulting  column  proper  consisted  of  four 
companies  only.  The  other  companies  of  the  regiment  were  close  by  and  were  so 
posted  as  to  aid  materially  by  their  fire  in  the  success  of  the  assaulting  column. 
While  some  individuals  and  companies  necessarily  took  a  more  prominent  part 
than  others,  the  regiment  as  a  whole  is  entitled  to  whatever  credit  may  be 
accorded  for  the  complete  success  of  the  charge  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the 
"  stone  blockhouse  "  and  its  garrison. 

Richd.  Comba, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry,  Brigadier-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry, 

In  Field  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operation  of  the  TweKth 
United  States  Infantry  June  30  to  July  2, 1898: 

The  regiment  broke  camp  4  p.  m.,  June  30, 1898,  and  marched  about  6  miles  to 
its  bivouac  to  the  east  of  El  Caney,  and  about  3i  miles  from  the  town  and  princi- 
pal works  of  the  enemy  at  that  place.  It  moved  at  4  a.  m.  directly  toward  the 
enemy's  position,  plainly  observed  from  the  first  ridge  occupied  after  leaving  the 
bivouac.  Captain  Wood's  company.  A,  went  forward  in  advance,  reconnoitered, 
and  occupied  the  second  ridge,  also  overlooking  and  commanding  the  enemy's 
position,  some  1,000  yards  distant. 

After  crossing  the  difficult  gorge  between  the  first  and  second  ridges  the  regi- 
ment was  formed  on  the  reverse  slope  of  the  ridge  occupied  by  Company  A,  pre- 
vious to  which  Lieutenant  Elliott,  with  Company  B,  occupied  a  wooded  ridge  to 
the  right  of  and  in  advance  of  Captain  Wood's  position.  The  enemy  discovered 
Lieutenant  Elliott's  advance  and  opened  fire.  This  occurred  very  early  in  the 
morning,  between  6  and  7  a.  m. ,  I  think. 

The  regiment  was  then  deployed  and  advanced  as  follows:  Company  E  (Evans) , 
followed  by  Company  C  (Waltz)  to  the  left  of  Company  B;  Company  A,  with 
Company  D  ( WUds) ,  to  the  left,  remained  in  the  position  first  occupied,  from 
which  our  men  were  able  to  pick  off  the  enemy  and  cover  the  advance.  The  left 
of  my  line  was  under  command  of  Major  Humphreys,  Twelfth  Infantry.    The 
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South  of  the  town,  on  lower  ground,  perhaps  100  yards  from  the  houses,  was 
located  a  small  blockhouse,  the  structure  being  of  wood,  banked  with  earth  on 
the  outside  about  4  feet  high.  On  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town  was  a  similar 
and  larger  blockhouse.  On  the  northeast  face  was  a  line  of  intrenchments  close 
in  to  the  town.  The  buildings  and  streets  were  also  used  by  the  Spanish  troops 
for  protection.  About  1  mile  northeast  of  the  town,  on  the  side  of  the  mountain, 
was  located  a  blockhouse,  its  capacity  being  15  to  20  men.  This  blockhouse  was 
to  the  right  of  the  line  of  march  of  the  Seventh  and  Seventeenth  Infantry,  to  be 
explained. 

On  the  36th  of  June  I  examined  this  place  from  the  ridge  explained  as  being 
about  800  yards  southeast  of  Caney,  and  reported  the  fact  to  the  division  com- 
mander. The  main  road  to  Caney  continues  on  from  the  trail,  passing  around  to 
the  eastward  of  a  sugar-loaf  mountain,  and  intersects  the  Caney-Guantanamo 
road  about  2  miles  east  of  the  former  place.  This  section  of  the  Caney  road,  a 
mere  trail,  is  extremely  difficult  for  troops  in  single  file  to  march  over.  Being 
authorized  by  the  division  commander,  I  cleared  the  road  for  the  passage  of 
artillery  for  about  3  miles,  also  a  position  for  a  battery  to  the  left  of  the  road, 
this  at  the  place  where  the  first  road  branched  to  the  left  and  intersects  the  main 
road  (Caney-Santiago).  The  position  for  the  battery  was  about  3,000  yards  from 
the  town. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  30  I  received  verbal  orders  from  the  division  com- 
mander to  march  on  the  Caney  road  and  attack  the  Spanish  position  from  the 
eastward.  I  marched  at  about  5  o'clock  and  assembled  my  brigade  at  the  sugar- 
loaf  mountain  after  dark,  passing  on  the  way  Capron's  battery,  supported  by  the 
First  Infantry  of  the  Second  Brigade.    We  camped  without  fires. 

I  led  forward  on  the  Caney  road  Young's  company  of  the  Seventh  Infantry 
about  1  mile,  up  to  a  point  where  it  could  seize  a  ridge  at  daylight.  I  also  took 
forward  by  the  trail  a  company  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry  about  half  a  mile  and 
directed  it  to  seize  the  ridge  at  daylight  overlooking  the  town  from  the  southeast. 
This  ridge  was  the  point  on  which  the  brigade  was  to  base  its  left  flank.  Colonel 
Comba,  commanding  the  Twelfth  Infantry,  was  given  orders  to  march  by  this 
trail,  base  on  this  ridge,  and  deploy  to  his  right  and  attack  in  the  direction  of  the 
town.  I  led  the  Seventh  and  Seventeenth,  preceded  by  about  50  Cubans,  by  the 
Caney  road  to  the  Guantanamo  road,  following  the  latter  toward  the  town.  The 
head  of  the  column  came  into  connection  with  the  right  of  the  Twelfth  at  7.50 
a.  m.  and  about  three-fourths  mile  east  of  Caney.  At  this  point  we  received  the 
enemy's  skirmish  fire,  both  from  the  town  and  from  the  blockhouse  on  the  right 
before  referred  to. 

The  Seventh  Infantry  was  deployed  on  the  right  of  the  road  in  an  irregular  way 
because  of  the  difficult  nature  of  the  terrane.  Practically,  the  Seventh  was  on  the 
right  of  the  road  and  the  Twelfth  on  the  left,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  facing 
the  town.  The  Seventeenth  Infantry  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the  right  of  the 
Seventh,  the  Cubans  to  attack  the  blockhouse  to  the  right.  The  artillery,  Cap- 
ron's battery,  opened  fire  on  the  stone  building  some  minutes  before  my  line  was 
extended.  As  we  pressed  forward  the  enemy's  fire  became  very  severe  and  in  the 
course  of  the  action  the  Seventh  Infantry,  particularly,  met  with  heavy  and  severe 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  Twelfth  also  had  losses,  the  Seventeenth  but 
few,  owing  to  the  fact  that  only  the  head  of  the  column  became  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy. 

The  action  lasted  nearly  throughout  the  day,  terminating  at  about  4.30  p.  m., 
at  which  time  the  stone  blockhouse  was  assaulted  by  Captain  Haskell's  battaUon 
of  the  Twelfth  Infantry  under  the  personal  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Comba,  commanding  the  regiment.  The  resistance  at  this  point  had  been  greatly 
affected  by  the  fire  of  Capron's  battery.  A  few  moments  after  the  seizure  of  this 
point — the  key  to  the  situation — my  left  was  joined  by  General  Bates  with  a  por- 
tion of  his  command.  He  soon  after  withdrew.  This  action  was  continuous 
throughout  the  day,  with  brief  lulls  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  and  resting  the 
men,  who  were  fatigued  from  their  difficult  march  and  broken  sleep  of  the  night 
previous.  They  marched  to  the  field  of  battle  without  breakfast,  except  a  cracker 
and  a  drink  of  cold  water.  The  conduct  of  all  officers  observed  by  me,  and  I  saw 
the  most  of  them,  is  deserving  of  unlimited  praise.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
enlisted  men,  with  some  few  exceptions.  All  of  the  men  were  without  battle 
experience,  but  the  great  majority  went  forward  into  action  in  a  very  soldierly 
and  gallant  manner. 

The  reports  of  regimental  commanders  are  herewith  inclosed.  These  reports 
are  unsatisfactory  to  these  officers  themselves  because  of  the  limited  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  engagement,  nearly  all  of  which  has  been  expended  in 
fatiguing  march  or  in  the  preparation  of  trenches  for  defense.    They  are  also 
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without  proper  means  to  render  their  reports  in  form  to  insure  durability.  I 
very  cordially  and  heartily  concur  now  and  for  the  future  in  any  special  mention 
of  distinguished  conduct  on  the  part  of  oflScer  or  enlisted  man  which  conimanding 
officers  of  regiments  have  now  or  may  hereafter  submit.  The  brigade  is  greatly 
indebted  in  its  successful  operation  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  it  by  Capron's 
battery  of  artillery.  Its  fire  on  the  stone  blockhouse  was  accurate  and  very 
effective.  The  brigade  is  also  indebted  for  assistance  rendered  by  the  command 
of  General  Bates,  whose  movements  from  the  south  on  the  town  necessarily  drew 
from  me  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  fire. 

Immediately  after  the  action  ceased  I  directed  a  thorough  search  of  the  field 
we  had  fought  over  for  our  wounded  and  dead.  These,  I  think,  were  all  collected 
before  dark.  After  this  I  permitted  the  men  to  make  coffee,  detailed  one  com- 
pany (Howell's,  Seventh  Infantry)  to  remain  with  the  wounded  and  bury  the 
dead,  and  at  7.30  to  8  o'clock  marched  for  the  Ducourcaud  House,  a  point  of  assem- 
bly of  the  division,  previously  directed  by  the  division  commander.  We  arrived 
at  about  11  o'clock  p.  m.,  officers  and  men  exhausted  of  strength  to  the  extent 
they  were  hardly  able  to  walk.  The  brigade  lay  down  in  the  road  and  rested 
until  3  a.  m.  At  the  Ducourcaud  House  I  joined  the  division  commander,  who 
informed  me  he  had  sent  me  an  order  to  leave  a  regiment  at  Caney.  The  courier 
had  failed  to  find  me  before  marching.  The  division  commander  concurred  with 
my  opinion  that  the  return  of  a  battalion  would  be  sufficient  strength.  It  was  so 
ordered,  CooUdge's  battalion,  of  the  Seventh  Infantry,  being  sent  back.  This, 
in  addition  to  HoweU's  company  of  the  same  regiment  left  behind,  made  five 
companies  of  this  regiment  on  guard  at  Caney. 

Through  a  misunderstanding  of  my  order,  or  the  noncompliance  therewith  on 
the  part  of  Captain  HoweU,  one  company  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry  was  left  at 
Caney  and  is  still  absent  at  that  place. 

At  3  a.  m.,  July  2,  the  brigade  resumed  its  march  on  El  Poso,  thence  on  San 
Juan,  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  cavahy  division,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Sumner,  arriving  on  the  ground  at  7.20  a.  m. 

The  losses  of  the  brigade  in  battle  from  daylight  July  1  to  7.30  a.  m.  July  2 
are  as  follows: 

Seventh  Infantry:  Killed,  officer,  1  (Second  Lieutenant  Wansboro);  enlisted 
men,  82;  wounded,  officers,  4  (Major  Corliss,  Captain  Jackson,  First  Lieutenant 
Grisard,  adjutant.  Second  Lieutenant  Lafferty) ;  enlisted  men,  91 ;  missing,  enlisted 
men,  3. 

Twelfth  Infantry:  Killed,  enlisted  men,  7;  wounded,  officers,  2  (Second  Lieu- 
tenants Dove  and  Churchman;  the  latter  has  since  died  of  his  wound) ;  enlisted 
men,  29. 

Seventeenth  Infantry:  Killed,  enlisted  men,  4;  wounded,  officers,  2  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Haskell  and  First  Lieutenant  Dickinson,  regimental  quartermaster;  the 
latter  has  since  died  of  his  wounds);  enlisted  men,  21;  missing,  enlisted  men,  2. 

Total  loss:  Killed,  officers,  3  (including  the  2  died  since  of  wounds) ;  enlisted 
men,  45  (including  2  died  of  wounds  since  the  battle);  wounded,  officers,  6; 
enlisted  men,  139;  missing,  enlisted  men,  5;  total  loss,  198. 

A  map  indicating  the  roads  and  some  of  the  places  herein  mentioned  is  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Adna  R.  Chaffee, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers.  Commanding. 


On  the  Lines  Bepoee  Santiago,  Cuba, 

July  4, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  to  the  part  taken  by  the  Seventh  Infantry  in 
the  capture  of  El  Caney  July  1.  The  regiment  marched  on  the  evening  of  the  3d 
and  bivouacked  after  dark  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town  with  nine  companies. 
The  First  Battalion  commanded  by  Maj.  A.  W.  Corliss;  the  Second  by  Maj.  C.  A. 
Coolidge,  and  one  company  of  the  Third  Battalion,  which  was  maneuvered  as 
attached  to  the  First  Battalion. 

On  approaching  the  field  of  action  on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  it  was  observed 
that  a  blockhouse  well  up  on  the  hills  commanded  our  approach.  At  General 
Chaffee's  direction  I  detached  Captain  Van  Orsdale  with  his  company  to  reduce  it. 
This  after  inffectual  attempts  by  voUejr  firing  to  effect,  he  was  directed  by  other 
authority  to  abandon,  whereupon  he  rejoined  and  took  part  in  the  fortune  of  his 
regiment.  The  position  assigned  the  regiment  during  the  action  was  upon  the 
21  M  G 
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crest  of  a  hill  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  line  of  defenses  of  the  Spanish,  the 
central  point  of  which  was  nearly  opposite  their  middle  blookhonse  with  its 
intrenchments.  At  its  extremities  it  was  somewhat  exposed  to  flank  fire.  This 
position  was  somewhat  protected  by  a  sunken  road  traversing  its  length,  of 
about  2i  feet  in  depth,  partly  concealed  by  bushes,  thus  affording  some  cover  for 
formation. 

To  reach  the  enemy  the  regiment  formed  front  in  this  road,  was  directed  to 
kneel  or  lie  down,  and  by  crawling  through  the  grass  a  distance  averaging  50 
yards  to  observe  the  enemy,  and  open  a  deliberate  file  fire.  This  was  well  done  for 
about  an  hour,  when,  as  the  losses  were  considerable,  the  command  was  withdrawn 
to  the  sunken  road,  with  the  exception  of  partial  detachments  in  favorable  posi- 
tions and  some  daring  spirits  among  the  sharpshooters. 

About  noon,  at  the  direction  of  the  brigade  commander,  the  whole  line  was 
again  pushed  forward  to  the  crest,  and  as  severe  a  fire  as  it  is  practicable  to  deliver 
was  given  for  about  fifty  minutes,  some  companies  by  volleys,  with  remarkable 
precision,  and  others  by  file.  When  ammunition  was  reported  by  some  of  the 
captains  as  running  low  the  command  was  gradually  withdrawn  to  the  partial 
cover  furnished  by  the  road.  The  regiment  occupied  this  position  from  8  o'clock 
a.  m.  until  about  4.30  p.  m.  Though  no  infantry  fire,  in  my  opinion,  could  have 
been  more  severely  or  certainly  delivered  from  this  position,  it  seemingly  had  no 
eflEect  upon  reducing  the  Spanish  fire  delivered  in  our  front.  Continuously  through 
the  heaviest  din  of  our  fire  could  be  heard  the  peculiar  high-keyed  ring  of  the 
defiant  enemy's  shots. 

The  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded  have  already  been  sent  you,  which  sum 
up  1  ofi&cer  killed  and  4  wounded,  33  enlisted  men  killed  and  95  wounded  and  3 
missing.  The  total  strength  of  the  regiment  in  action  was  35  oflBcers  and  about 
850  enlisted  men.  I  was  nobly  sustained  by  every  officer,  without  the  least  shade 
of  an  exception.  I  do  feel  that  everyone  is  of  true  and  tried  valor.  Recognition 
of  their  merit  is  recommended  as  truly  deserved. 
Very  respectfully, 

Q-.  S.  Carpentek, 
lAeutenant-Golonel  Seventh  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Headquaetees  Seventeenth  Infantry, 
In  the  Field,  before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Seventeenth  Infantry  in  the  action  of  July  1  near  the  town  of  Caney: 

The  regiment  bivouacked  northeast  of  Oaney  on  the  night  of  June  30  and  broke 
camp  at  5  o'clock  a.  m.  July  1.  It  marched  in  a  westerly  direction,  following  the 
Seventh  Infantry,  until  it  reached  a  point  about  1  mile  north  and  one-half  mile 
east  of  a  blockhouse,  when  it  marched  in  a  southerly  direction  toward  the  town 
of  Caney.  Upon  arriving  abreast  of  the  most  northerly  blockhouse  the  regiment 
was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  drawn  by  an  attack  made  by  Cubans  and  a 
portion  of  the  Seventh  Infantry.  Colonel  Haskell,  commanding,  directed  the  two 
leading  companies  to  open  fire  upon  the  blockhouse,  when  the  adjutant  informed 
him  that  the  Seventh  Infantry  was  directly  in  front  of  us,  so  he  countermanded 
the  order.  We  then  continued  the  march  on  the  main  road  until  we  reached  a 
point  east  and  a  little  north  of  a  stone  blockhouse.  Colonel  Haskell  joined  the 
brigade  commander  here  and  was  directed  by  him  to  move  his  regiment  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Caney  and  engage  the  enemy.  Colonel  Haskell  then  directed  the  adjutant, 
Lieutenant  Clay,  to  bring  up  the  regiment  and  indicate  to  it  the  direction  and 
order  it  to  engage  the  enemy  as  soon  as  possible;  that  he  would  go  on  ahead. 
The  adjutant  brought  up  the  Second  Battalion,  which  was  in  front,  and  gave  it 
the  necessary  order.  He  then  sent  an  orderly  back  to  bring  up  the  First  Battalion, 
which  was  a  little  in  rear.  Within  fifteen  minutes  after  the  first  order  was  given 
all  the  regiment  except  two  companies  had  moved  forward.  The  adjutant  then 
reported  to  the  brigade  commander,  who  directed  him  to  engage  the  two  remain- 
ing companies  and  then  report  to  Colonel  Haskell.  This  last  order  was  obeyed  at 
once. 

The  regiment  moved  toward  Caney,  across  the  ridge  occupied  by  the  Seventh 
Infantry,  a  little  in  rear  of  their  line.  At  the  time  we  were  not  awai'e  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  stone  blockhouse,  which  was  screened  from  view  by  a  hedge  of  bushes. 
We  moved  in  single  file  and  as  a  consequence  were  exposed  tc  lie  fire  of  the  enemy 
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in  crossing  this  ridge.  As  soon  as  we  became  aware  of  the  situation  we  moved 
down  from  the  ridge  and  up  to  a  sunken  road  above  and  north  of  the  town  of  Caney . 
Arriving  here  Colonel  Haskell  ordered  the  wire  fence  cut,  and  himself,  with 
Lieutenant  Dickinson,  stepped  into  the  open  and  received  an  entire  volley  from 
the  enemy  concealed  behind  a  stone  wall  in  the  town  of  Caney.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Haskell  fell  severely  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Dickinson  mortally.  The 
First  Battalion  arrived  immediately  after  Colonel  Haskell  fell.  The  adjutant  at 
once  sent  an  orderly  to  report  the  state  of  affairs  to  the  brigade  commander,  and 
himself  reported  to  Major  O'Brien  that  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved 
upon  him.  Within  a  few  minutes  the  brigade  commander  arrived  in  person  and 
gave  orders  for  the  regiment  to  join  its  left  with  the  right  of  the  Seventh  Infantry, 
and  to  hold  the  position,  which  was  done.  Orders  were  given  not  to  open  fire 
unless  we  could  see  something  to  fire  at  and  make  the  fire  effective.  We  remained 
in  this  position,  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  stone  block- 
house on  the  left  and  rear,  the  town  of  Caney  on  the  left  and  front,  and  also  from 
the  blockhouse  on  our  right  to  the  north.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  the 
battle  was  over.  A.  few  volleys  were  fired  by  Companies  C  and  G.  After  the 
battle  we  withdrew,  by  order  of  the  brigade  commander,  to  a  position  in  rear  of 
the  Seventh  Infantry,  where  we  had  supper.  After  dark  we  moved  south  on  the 
telegraph  road,  following  the  Seventh  Infantry,  until  we  arrived  at  General 
Lawton's  headquarters.  Here  we  remained  until  between  2  and  3  o'clock  a.  m., 
when  we  moved  in  an  easterly  direction  around  to  our  present  position. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties: 

Killed:  Privates  Walter  Brown,  William  T.Fason,  Company  A;  Christian  Hess, 
Company  E;  Leonard  Webber,  Company  G. 

Wounded:  Lieut.Col.  J.  T.  Haskell,  in  the  breast,  knee,  and  foot;  Lieut.  W. 
M.  Dickinson,  regimental  quartermaster,  in  the  bladder  and  arm;  since  died  in 
hospital. 

Company  B — Ser^.  Philip  Henderson,  severe;  Private  John  Dunn,  slight; 
Private  G.  W.  Dildine,  slight;  Private  John  McBride,  severe. 

Company  C — First  Sergt.  John  O'Rourke,  slight;  Private  Bay,  slight;  Private 
Andrew  Byers,  slight;  Private  George  Kelly,  severe;  Private  G.  W.  Burg,  slight; 
Private  Fred.  Davidson,  severe;  Private  August  Lang,  slight;  Private  Oscar 
BrooMns;  sUght;  Private  Martin,  slight. 

Company  D — ^Private  Joseph  Wehr,  unknown. 

Company  E — Corpl.  Charles  P.  DoveU,  slight. 

Company  H — Was  left  behind  after  the  battle  to  guard  the  field  hospital,  and 
no  report  has  been  received  from  it,  but  it  is  known  that  7  enlisted  men  were 
wounded  during  the  day. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  during  the  engagement  under  the  trying 
position  in  which  they  were  placed,  being  compelled  to  receive  fire  without  the 
opportunity  to  return  it,  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise  for  soldierly  steadiness 
and  courage.  While  it  might  seem  invidious  under  the  circumstances  to  mention 
any  special  instances  of  individual  zeal  in  the  performance  of  duty,  a  special 
report  will  be  made  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  which  call  for  special  commen- 
dation can  be  more  carefully  inquired  into  and  determined.  As  to  the  nature  of 
the  wounds  no  official  information  has  been  received  from  the  medical  department. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

L.  M.  O'Brien, 
Captain,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry, 

Camp  Hamilton,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  $0, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  your  office  19th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  report  covering  the  operations  of  the  regiment  from  July  1  to  17, 1898: 
July  1. — Took  part  in  general  engagement  around  Santiago  City,  beginning  at 
6.30  a.  m. 

Killed:  Troop  A,  John  H.  Smoot;  Troop  B,  Corpl.  William  F.  Johnson;  Troop  C, 
Private  John  H.  Dodson;  Troop  D,  Private  George  Stroal;  Troop  P,  First  Lieut. 
W.  E.  Shiijp  (brigade  quartermaster) ;  Troop  G,  First  Lieut.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Rivate  William  H.  Slaughter. 

Wotmded:  Maj.  T.  J.  Wint.  Troop  A,  First  Lieut.  R.  L.  Livermore  and  Sec- 
ond Lieut.  F.  B.  McCoy,  Sergt.  Smith  Johnson,  Corpl.  Joseph  G.  Mitchell,  Privates 
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"William  A.  Cooper,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Wiley  Hipsher,  Richard  James,  Robert 
E.  Lee,  and  Trumpeter  Nathan  Wyatt;  Troop  B,  Private  John  Chinn,  and  "William 
Gregorey  and  Peter  Satmder  son ,  on  dnty  with  Hotchkiss  guns ;  Troop  C ,  First  Lieut. 

E.  D.  Anderson,  First  Sergt.  Adam  Houston,  Sergts.  Edward  Lane  and  "Walker 
Johnson,  Privates  John  Brown,  "William  Matthews,  Lewis  Marshall,  Benjamin 

F.  Gaskins,  and  Frank  Bidgely ;  Troop  D,  Capt.  John  Bigelow,  jr. ;  Sergts.  George 
Dyres  and  "Willis  Hatcher,  Privates  J.  H.  Campbell,  Fred  Shockiey,  "Wade  Bled- 
soe, "William  Tyler,  Harry  D.  Sturgis,  and  Henry  Pearn,  on  duty  with  Hotchkiss 
guns;  Troop  E,  Sergt.  John  J.  L.  Taylor,  on  duty  with  Hotchkiss  guns,  and 
Q.  M.  Sergt.  "William  Payne,  Blacksmith  Lewis  L.  Anderson,  Privates  Henry 
McOormack,  GilmoreGivens,  HUlery Brown, andAUenC. "White;  TroopP, Second 
Lieut.  H.  O.  "Whitehead,  Sergts.  Amos  Elliston  and  Frank  Rankin,  Corpl.  AUen 
Jones,  Blacksmith  Charles  Robertson,  Privates  Isom  Taylor,  John  "Watson,  and 
Benjamin  "West;  Troop  G,  Second  Lieut.  T.  A.  Roberts,  Sergt.  E.  S.  "Washing- 
ton, Corpl.  Marcellus  Wright,  Privates  Charles  Arthur,  John  Brooks,  Charles 
Hopkins,  Joseph  Williams,  and  Samuel  T.  Minar;  Troop  I,  First  Sergt.  Robert 
Milbrown,  Sergt.  "D".  G.  Gunter,  Privates  Prank  D.  Bennett,  Thornton  Burkley, 
Thomas  H.  Hardy,  Wesley  Jones,  and  Houston  Riddill. 

Firing  ceased  about  7.30  p.  m.,  the  regiment  then  occupying  a  part  of  the  most 
advanced  intrenched  position.  Troops  on  guard  and  extending  intrenchments 
during  the  night. 

July  2. — Firing  commenced  at  3  a.  m.  and  became  general  and  very  heavy  at 
5.30  a.  m.  Remained  in  trenches  during  the  day.  Firing  ceased  about  7.20  p.  m. ; 
changed  position  about  dark,  800  yards  to  the  right,  occupying  and  extending 
some  works.  An  attack  by  the  enemy  10  to  10.35  p.  m.  Very  heavy  fire,  artillery 
and  musketry. 

Wounded:  First  Lieut.  M.  H.  Barnum,  regimental  adjutant.  Troop  A,  Private 
Luther  D.  Gould;  Troop  C,  Private  Benjamin  F.  Tyler;  Troop  D,  Trumpeter 
Sprague  Lewis  and  Private  John  F.  Taylor  and  Second  Lieut.  H.  O.  "Willard. 

Work  on  intrenchments  continuing  during  night,  heavily  guarded. 

July  3. — Heavy  firing  5.46  a.  m.;  musketry  fire,  shells  from  ai-tiUery.  Heavy 
firing  from  navy  heard  about  9  a.  m.,  ofE  Santiago  City.  Flag  of  truce  13  m.  All 
firing  to  cease  at  13  m.  until  further  orders,  by  order  of  General  Shafter.  1  p.  m. 
work  on  bombproof  inaugurated;  also  drainage  to  intrenchments  looked  after, 
sinks  for  refuse  about  camp,  and  latrines  for  the  regiment.  Wounded:  Troop  A, 
Private  W.  H.  Brown  and  Private  John  Arnold,  Troop  G. 

July  4. — ^Plag  of  truce  all  day;  extending  works,  sand-bag  revetments  con- 
structed. Heavy  firing  by  navy  heard  about  noon.  Command  assembled  at  13  m. : 
General  Miles'stelegi-am  concerning  battle  of  1st  read;  bands  playing  national  airs. 

July  5. — ^AU  quiet;  fiag  of  truce.    News  of  Admiral  Cervera's  fleet  reached  camp. 

July  6. — ^Work  on  fortifications  and  bombproof  continuing.  Truce  off  at  5  p.  m. 
No  firing.  Two  batteries  of  Second  United  States  Artillery,  with  mortars,  arrived; 
work  on  intrenchments  resumed. 

July  7. — Flag  of  truce  at  5  a.  m.  All  quiet;  armistice;  General  Shafter  passes 
through  camp.    More  work  given  to  occupy. 

July  8. — ^Flag  of  truce  5  a.  m.;  work  on  bombproof  s  and  intrenchments  con- 
tinued; aU  quiet. 

July  9. — Flag  of  truce.    Strengthening  of  position  continued. 

July  10. — Firing  commenced  at  4.30,  small  arms  and  artillery.  Spanish  very 
slow  in  replying;  ceased  about  7.15  p.  m. 

July  11. — Pickets  firing  5.30  a.m.;  firing  more  general  about  6  a.m.  New  troops 
arriving;  cease  firing  sounded  1.05  p.  m.  Firing  heard  until  1.45  p.  m.  Terrific 
rain  and  thunder  storm  during  night. 

July  13. — All  quiet;  General  Mues  passes  through  camp.     Truce. 

July  13. — Truce;  all  quiet;  strengthening  works. 

July  14. — Three  fiags  of  truce;  early  a.  m.  notice  of  attack  to  commence  at  13  m.; 
news  of  surrender  received  in  camp;  work  of  strengthening  position  suspended. 

July  15. — All  quiet;  truce.  Gathering  loose  ammunition  from  about  in- 
trenchments. 

July  16.— Truce. 

July  17. — Command  put  in  line  on  trenches  to  vsdtness  formal  surrender  of  Gen- 
eral Toral,  commanding  Spanish  forces,  from  9  to  9.30  a.  m.,  and  again  at  13  m. 
to  greet  the  ascent  of  the  American  flag  over  the  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
"Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  Baldwin, 
Ideutenant-Colonel  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 
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Palo  Alto,  Puerto  Principe  Province,  Cuba,  July  S,  189S. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  In  the  field. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  commanding  general,  I  pro- 
ceeded from  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  31, 1898,  with  50  men  of  M  Troop,  Tenth 
Cavalry  (mounted) ,  and  Daly's  pack  train  of  65  animals  aboard  the  steamship 
Florida  and  with  the  steamship  Fanita,  both  loaded  heavily  with  cargo  of  ammu- 
nition, provisions,  and  clothing.  General  Nunez  and  staff,  and  375  armed  Cubans 
to  the  south  coast  of  Cuba  and  attempted  a  landing  at  San  Juan  River,  June  39, 
the  point  first  chosen  by  General  Nunez.  The  point  was  guarded  by  Spaniards, 
who  fired  upon  landing  party  without  effect.  I  spent  the  night  in  small  boats  in 
futile  attempts  to  land,  the  difficulty  being  due  to  a  coral  reef  which  lined  the 
entire  coast  and  prevented  the  boats  from  touching  shore.  Hence  we  were 
unable  to  engage  the  land  forces  and  decided  to  seek  another  landing  place.  This 
would  have  been  an  ideal  point  to  land  had  the  coast  been  of  sand  and  the  cargo 
less  bulky. 

June  30,  sailed  down  the  coast  to  Tunas,  and  in  afternoon  attacked  the  block- 
house at  Tayabacoa,  which  was  defended  by  about  100  regular  soldiers,  intrenched. 
The  blockhouse  was  shelled  by  my  convoy,  the  gunboat  Peoria,  under  Captain 
Ryan,  while  a  small  force  of  Cubans  and  Rough  Riders,  under  Mr.  Winthrop 
Chandler,  attacked  by  land.  I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  gallantry  of  Mr. 
Chandler's  men,  who  fought  overwhelming  numbers  until  dark,  when  they  with- 
drew under  cover  of  darkness  with  the  loss  of  1  killed  (General  Nunez's  brother) 
and  7  wounded  out  of  a  party  of  38  men.  The  Florida,  while  moving  nearer  land 
with  reenforcements,  ran  aground,  and  for  twenty  hours  was  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  a  land  battery  of  even  small  caliber. 

July  1  the  situation  had  not  changed  for  the  better.  The  Spaniards  were  being 
rapidly  reenforced,  a  regiment  of  cavalry  and  over  500  infantry  and  several  bat- 
teries of  artillery  arrived  in  plain  sight  and  began  to  throw  up  heavy  intrenoh- 
ments  on  shore.  Our  gunboat  was  too  small  to  hope  to  cope  with  the  land  forces, 
and  after  making  every  effort  to  haul  the  Florida  afloat  I  was  compelled  to  lighten 
cargo  by  transferring  to  Fanita  and  throwing  overboard  some  of  the  heaviest 
articles.  About  noon,  however,  the  gunboat  Helena  came  unexpectedly  to  our 
assistance,  shelled  the  blockhouse,  and  hauled  the  Florida  afloat. 

Captain  Swinburne  deserved  and  received  my  sincere  thanks  for  his  timely 
assistance.  The  Spaniards  were  completely  deceived  by  the  formidable  display, 
and  a  waterman,  captured  by  the  Peoria  during  the  night,  having  informed  me  that 
the  natiu-e  of  the  expedition  was  unknown  on  shore,  and  that  the  belief  existed 
that  United  States  troops  intended  landing  in  force  at  Tunas,  I  decided  to  adopt 
a  ruse  in  order  to  concentrate  all  the  Spaniards  in  and  around  Tunas  While  I 
effected  a  landing  elsewhere.  I  therefore  called  upon  Captain  Swinburne  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  and  laid  my  plans  before  him.  He  readily  consented  to 
aid  me,  and  at  9  a.  m. ,  in  company  with  the  Peoria,  opened  a  terrible  fire  upon  the 
Spanish  blockhouse  and  intrenchments  in  and  around  the  town  of  Tunas.  The 
Spanish  replied  with  great  spirit  and  kept  up  their  fire  until  their  ^ns  were  all 
completely  silenced  by  the  fire  from  the  gunboats.  The  fort  and  adjacent  houses 
and  some  shipping  were  destroyed,  and  report  says  many  men  killed  and  the  rail- 
road depot  destroyed.  The  effect  of  this  bombardment  was  as  was  calculated. 
The  troops  were  rapidly  concentrated  at  Tunas,  while  we  steanaed  40  miles  down 
the  coast  to  Palo  Alto,  leaving  the  Helena  to  keep  up  the  deception. 

Arriving  at  Palo  Alto,  I  found  a  good  landing  in  a  swampy  and  unfrequented 
district ;  made  connection  with  General  Gomez ,  and  since  July  3  have  been  steadily 
unloadiiig  within  13  mUes  of  the  trocha  and  of  the  strongly  garrisoned  town  of 
Jucaro.  The  Spaniards  are  concentrating  within  a  few  leagues,  and  at  this  writ- 
ing it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  get  the  entire  cargo  off  before 
the  attack.  I  have  placed  my  troop  in  the  camp  of  Gomez,  and  will  remain  in  the 
island,  sending  the  ships  back  by  First  Lieut.  G.  P.  Ahearn,  Twenty-fifth  Infan- 
try, who  came  with  me  as  a  volunteer,  and  who  has  been  very  useful  and  efllcient 
during  the  entire  trip.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  very  gal- 
lant act  of  his,  displayed  the  night  of  the  attack  upon  the  blockhouse  at  Tayaba- 
coa. Several  wounded  men  were  left  ashore  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and 
Lieutenant  Ahearn  volunteered  to  go  after  them.  The  night  was  a  bright  moon- 
light one,  and  several  boats  sent  out  had  returned,  not  daring  to  go  close  to  land, 
when  Lieutenant  Ahearn  took  a  water-logged  boat  and  crew  of  regulars,  landed, 
and  brought  away  the  wounded  men.  It  was  considered,  and  deservedly  so,  a 
very  gallant  deed.  I  have  placed  Lieutenant  Ahearn  in  charge  of  the  next  expe- 
dition, which  I  hope  will  be  approved  by  the  commanding  general.    I  can  do 
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more  good  here  in  securing  the  landing  for  him.  There  are  500  horses  yet  to 
come  and  some  ammunition.  I  have  instructed  Lieutenant  Ahearn  to  report  in 
person  to  the  commanding  general,  in  order  to  give  him  information  of  impor- 
tance, which  I  think  can  be  done  better  by  him  than  through  written  report.  I 
shall  hang  around  the  coast  and  await  the  next  expedition. 

I  would  request  that  the  balance  of  my  troop,  M,  Tenth  Cavalry,  be  sent  to  me 
by  Lieutenant  Ahearn  upon  his  return  trip.  The  Cubans  are  greatly  encouraged 
by  the  timely  assistance,  as  they  were  in  a  starving  condition.  The  suffering  is 
fearful,  they  tell  me,  throughout  the  land.  It  is  very  necessary  to  have  a  good 
naval  escort.  Captain  Ryan,  of  the  Peoria,  has  done  splendid  work  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  present  trip,  and,  if  possible,  I  should  like  to  see  him  detailed  for  the 
next  trip. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  P.  Johnson, 

First  Lieutenant,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Cuban  Expedition. 


Headquabtees  Second  Brigade,  Cavalkt  Division, 

Camp  Hamilton,  Cuba,  July  SS,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Division. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  July  19  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report,  covering  the  operations  of  this  brigade  from  July  1  to  and 
including  the  surrender,  July  17: 

On  the  night  of  June  30  the  brigade  camped  at  El  Peso,  about  3  miles  east  of 
Santiago.  Camp  was  broken  at  5  a.  m.  July  1,  and  at  about  6.30  a.  m.  Captain 
Q-rimes's  battery  opened  flre  on  the  blockhouse  on  the  San  Juan  Hill,  about  a  mile 
east  of  Santiago.  This  fire  was  promptly  replied  to  by  the  Spaniards.  This 
brigade,  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  was  soon  put  in  march  toward  San  Juan,  the 
leading  regiment  of  the  brigade  being  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry.  After  pro- 
ceeding about  halfway  to  the  San  Juan  Hill,  the  leading  regiment  was  directed 
to  change  the  direction  to  the  ri^ht,  and  by  moving  up  the  creek  to  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  General  Lawton's  division,  which  was  then  engaged  at  Caney,  about 
1\  miles  toward  the  right,  but  was  supposed  to  be  working  toward  our  right  flank. 
After  proceeding  in  this  direction  about  half  a  mile  this  efEort  to  connect  with 
General  Lawton  was  given  up,  and  the  First  and  Tenth  Cavalry  were  formed  for 
attack  on  the  East  Hill,  with  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  as  support.  During  this 
attack  on  East  Hill,  and  as  a  continuation  of  it  the  attack  and  capture  of  the 
next  range  of  hills  by  assault,  the  entire  brigade  became  involved.  Due  to  the 
rank  vegetation,  more  or  less  mixing  of  commands  took  place  at  this  time,  but  no 
confusion  resulted,  as  each  soldier  acted  with  such  organization  as  he  found  him- 
self with  until  the  action  was  over,  when  he  joined  his  proper  command.  Firing 
ceased  at  about  7.30  p.  m.,  and  our  men  threw  up  such  intrenciiments  as  were 
possible  during  the  night,  our  position  being  on  the  commanding  crest  on  which 
is  located  the  San  Juan  blockhouse,  and  extending  to  the  westward  and  around 
the  city  of  Santiago.  This  crest  commanded  the  remaining  Spanish intrenchments 
and  also  the  city.  Early  on  the  morning  of  July  3  firing  begtn,  and  by  half  past 
5  it  was  general.  The  position  of  the  two  armies  remained  the  same.  Firing 
ceased  at  7.20  p.  m.  During  the  early  night  several  changes  in  the  position  of 
regiments  were  made,  which  left  this  brigade  as  follows:  First  Cavalry  connectuig 
with  General  Chaffee's  brigade  on  the  right;  Tenth  Cavalry  connecting  with  First 
Cavalry,  and  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  connecting  with  Tenth  Cavalry,  with  First 
Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  on  left  of  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  During  the  night 
the  trenches  were  extended  and  improved.  A  determined  attack  on  our  lines  was 
made  from  10  to  10.30  p.  m. ,  but  was  repulsed.  Firing  began  at  5.45  a.  m.  on  the 
3d  and  continued  until  13  m.,  when  it  was  stopped  by  order  of  General  Shafter  and 
flag  of  truce  sent  out.  Work  on  splinter  proofs  began  at  1  p.  m.  and  continued 
until  men  were  well  protected  in  this  respect.  Sand  bags  also  distributed  and 
utilized  on  trenches  and  approaches.  Flag  of  truce  in  effect  on  July  4  and  5,  and 
until  5  p.  m.  July  6.  No  firing  between  this  hour  and  5  a.  m.  July  7,  when  another 
flag  was  out.  Until  4.30  p.  m.  July40  there  was  no  firing,  but  intrenchrients 
were  improved  and  extended.  At  4.30  p.  m.  July  10  small-arms  and  artUlery_ 
firing  was  resumed  by  our  forces,  and  continued  until  7.15  p.  m.  Reply  of 
Spaniards  slow  and  ineffective.  Oh  July  11  picket  firing  began  about  5.30  a.  m. 
At  6  o'clock  it  was  more  general  and  continued  until  1.05  p.  m.,  when  "cease 
firing  "  was  sounded.  Truce  in  effect  July  12, 13,  and  until  12  m.  July  14,  when 
attack  was  to  begin.    News  of  surrender  received  before  hour  for  attack,  and 
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work  of  improving  intrenchments  suspended.    July  15  and  16  quiet.    Command 

formed  on  July  17  at  trenches  to  witness  formal  surrender  of  Greneral  Toral's  forces. 

Very  respectfully,  T.  A.  Baldwin, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding 


Troop  C,  Tenth  Cavalry, 
In  Camp  in  Front  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Sib:  Pursuant  to  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by 
Troop  C,  Tenth  Cavalry,  in  the  engagement  in  front  of  Santiago  on  July  1  and  2, 
1898. 

The  troop  with  1  officer  and  51  men  left  its  camp  (with  the  regiment)  at  4.30 
p.  m.  June  30  and  bivouacked  that  night  on  the  road  about  400  yards  south  of  the 
sugar  mill,  and  after  the  artillery  engagement  on  July  1  left  at  9.30  a.  m.  for  the 
line  of  blockhouses  held  by  the  enemy. 

About  10.80  a.  m. ,  while  on  the  road,  the  enemy  opened  fire.  Packs  were  dropped 
and  left  under  guard,  and  the  troop  ordered  into  the  river  bottom,  where  it 
remained  about  half  an  hour ,  for  protection  from  fire  until  it  could  deploy.  While 
here  a  shell  burst  over  the  troop  and  I  was  struck  by  a  small  fragment  in  the  left 
side  above  the  point  of  the  hip  and  received  a  slight  flesh  wound.  My  troop  cut 
the  wire  fence  to  the  right  of  the  creek  and  deployed  into  the  woods  in  rear  of  the 
front  line  of  the  regiment,  and  lay  under  cover  in  support  on  the  right  of  the 
Second  Squadron  until  the  command  to  advance  was  given. 

While  advancing  and  near  the  road.  Colonel  Wood,  the  brigade  commander, 
came  by  and  told  me  to  move  my  troop  to  the  right  and  toward  the  blockhouse. 
I  had  1  man  killed  and  7  wounded  in  reaching  the  top  of  the  MU.  Captain  Jones 
came  up  with  Troop  F,  Tenth  Cavalry,  soon  after  I  reached  the  blockhouse,  and 
I  reported  my  troop  to  him  and  formed,  with  his,  a  skirmish  line  and  moved  on 
to  the  blockhouse  and  intrenchments  on  the  next  hill.  Here  my  troop  got  sepa- 
rated from  Captain  Jones's,  but  with  18  men  of  my  own  and  several  from  other 
organizations  moved  forward  about  400  yards,  when  the  fire  became  very  severe 
and  I  had  2  men  wounded,  and  halted. 

After  passing  the  intrenchments  on  the  second  hill  my  hue  joined  that  of  Lieu- 
tenants Fleming  and  Miller,  of  Troop  I,  Tenth  Cavalry,  which  was  on  my  right, 
and  from  then  our  line  was  continuous.  Shortly,  Colonel  Roosevelt  and  part  of 
his  regiment  joined  our  right  and  I  reported  to  him  with  my  troop.  His  com- 
mand took  position  behind  the  crest  which  we  now  occupy,  and  tlmt  night  my 
froop  and  Troop  I  intrenched  and  held  the  trenches  during  Jxdy  2  and  3  and  joined 
the  regiment  July  4. 

Casualties:  Killed,  1  man;  wounded,  1  officer;  9  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

Edward  D.  Anderson, 
First  Lieutenant,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop. 


Troop  B,  Tenth  Cavalry, 
One  Mile  from  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  B  Troop  in  actions  of  the  1st, 
3d,  and  3d  instant. 

B  Troop  was  on  right  and  advanced  as  skirmishers,  guide  center.  Being 
informed  by  General  Sumner  that  the  objective  was  the  house  ahead,  I  advanced 
by  two  rushes  and  then  double  time.  The  countey  advanced  over  was  covered 
with  thick  brush,  and  on  emerging  in  the  open  near  the  house  I  could  find  only  7 
men  of  the  troop.  With  these  I  advanced  to  the  house,  arriving  in  rear  of  and 
along  with  Colonel  Victor's  Une,  which  I  found  deployed  in  front  of  mine  on  begin- 
ning the  advance.  Without  stopping,  I  followed  with  the  7  men  of  my  troop  the 
refreating  enemy  to  the  most  advanced  position  occupied  at  this  present  time. 
After  helping  to  hold  this  position  an  hour  or  so,  I  went  back  as  soon  as  it  was 
reenforced  to  find  my  troop.  On  3d  and  3d  my  troop,  with  others,  held  the  posi- 
tion gained.  Casualties:  One  officer  wounded,  1  corporal  killed,  3  privates 
wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  j.  w.  Watson, 

Captain,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Ccrnimanding  Troop, 
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Before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with,  instmctions  from  your  office  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  concerning  the  part  taken  by  Troop  D,  Tenth  United 
States  Cavalry,  while  in  action  against  the  Spaniards  July  1,  3,  and  3: 

On  the  morning  of  July  1  Troop  D,  under  command  of  Capt.  John  Bigelow,  jr., 
occupied  the  line  of  outposts  and  performed  this  duty  until  withdrawn  prepara- 
tory to  the  forward  movement.  While  advancing  along  the  road,  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  balloon,  the  troop  was  subjected  to  a  very  severe  artillery  and 
small-arms  fire,  but  remained  orderly  and  unshaken.  Sergeant  Hatcher  was 
wounded  at  this  time.  The  fire  becoming  more  severe,  the  taoop  was  ordered  to 
take  cover ,  which  they  retained  only  for  a  few  minutes.  The  deployment  was  made 
to  the  left  and  occupied  considerable  time,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  met  with 
in  getting  through  the  dense  underbrush  and  chaparral.  The  line  being  formed, 
Troop  D,  occupying  the  extreme  left,  crossed  creek  and  moved  toward  blockhouse 
on  left  of  road  leading  to  Santiago.  Two  wire  fences  were  met  with,  which, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  wire  nippers,  held  the  troop  unnecessarily  long  under  a 
well-directed  and  deadly  fire.  At  the  first  fence  one  private  is  believed  to  have 
been  killed;  at  the  second,  one  was  severely  wounded.  Beyond  the  fence  the 
troop  advanced  under  a  heavy  fire  and  charged  the  blockhouse  on  the  hill.  When 
at  a  distance  of  about  75  yards  from  the  blockhouse,  Captain  Bigelow  received 
three  wounds  and  was  removed  to  the  rear  by  Privates  Henderson  and  Boarman, 
Troop  D.    This  removal  took  place  under  heavy  fire. 

Corpl.  J.  Walker  was  probably  the  first  soldier  to  reach  the  top  of  the  hill  and 
is  believed  to  have  shot  the  Spaniard  who  killed  Lieutenant  Ord.  The  troop 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  blockhouse  until  ordered  to  join  the  regiment  to 
the  right  of  blockhouse  and  were  under  fire,  then  under  command  of  Major  Wint. 
A  portion  of  the  troop  under  my  command  became  separated  during  some  turn- 
ing movement  and  as  soon  as  I  learned  that  contact  with  the  troop  was  lost  I 
moved  on  blockhouse  near  ford.  From  this  point  I  marched  my  detachment, 
under  heavy  fire,  at  a  double  time  across  field  between  two  blockhouses,  intend- 
ing to  connect  with  what  appeared  to  be  troops  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry,  who  were 
to  my  left  and  front.  When  part  way  across,  I  was  halted  by  General  Sumner  and 
ordered  to  place  my  men  in  position  and  to  act  as  a  part  of  his  reserve.  On  July 
2  and  3  the  troop  took  up  position  in  the  line  of  investment. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  E.  Kennington, 
lAeutenant,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  D. 


Troop  A,  Tenth  Cavalry, 
Near  Santiago,  July  5, 1898. 
Adjutant  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  your  ofSce 
of  this  date,  the  following  relative  to  the  part  taken  by  Troop  A,  Tenth  Cavalry, 
in  the  actions  against  the  Spaniards  of  July  1,  3,  and  3, 1898: 

On  the  morning  of  July  1  the  troop  formed  part  of  the  support  to  a  battery  of 
artillery  on  the  extreme  front  of  the  line  of  troops.  After  the  battery  removed 
from  the  action  the  troop  was  ordered  out  on  the  road  leading  toward  Santiago 
and  in  the  direction  of  the  intrenchments  and  blockhouse  occupied  by  the  Span- 
iards. The  troop  was  on  the  right  of  the  First  Squadron  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry. 
After  proceeding  for  probably  a  mile  and  a  half,  the  latter  part  of  which  march 
was  under  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  the  troop  was  directed  to  take  its  place 
in  line  on  the  left  of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry.  In  accomplishing  this  the 
troop  passed  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  of  musketry.  Shortly  after  this 
formation  the  troop,  in  connection  with  the  others  on  its  right  and  left,  was 
ordered  to  change  its  front  and  move  in  line  against  the  Spanish  blockhouses. 
The  fire  from  the  enemy  at  this  time  was  very  heavy.  I  had  lost  two  men 
wounded  in  forming  line  upon  the  creek  bank,  and  in  this  movement  forward  the 
troop  was  much  impeded  by  heavy  thickets  and  dense  chaparral.  The  rush  for- 
ward was  continued  without  intermission.  A  portion  of  the  right  platoon,  under 
Lieutenant  Livermore,  became  separated  in  one  of  the  thickets,  and  under 
instructions  received  personally  from  the  brigadier-general  commanding  contin- 
ued up  the  slope  toward  his  right  and  toward  the  first  blockhouse.  The  balance 
of  the  troop,  with  Lieutenant  McCoy  and  myself,  also  moved  in  that  direction, 
but,  observing  that  a  large  number  of  troops  had  succeeded  in  reaching  the  slope 
on  account  of  their  shorter  line,  I  contintied  my  march  at  a  rapid  gait  to  a  point 
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nearer  the  second  blockhouse,  swinging  the  troop  in  a  diagonal  direction  and 
advancing,  firing,  and  receiving  fire,  nntil  I  reached  the  snnunit  of  the  hUls  be- 
tween the  second  and  third  blockhouses.  Upon  this  crest  I  was  directed  by  an 
aid  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to  hold  the  ridge.  At  this  juncture 
Lieutenant  Livermore  arrived,  having  come  by  way  of  Blockhouse  No.  1.  Dur- 
inghis  march  he  had  been  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire,  losing  several  men  wounded. 

The  troop  held  the  crest  referred  to  for  about  an  hour,  at  times  being  subjected  to 
an  extremely  heavy  fire  from  about  150  Spaniards,  who  were  in  line  in  front  of 
their  barracks,  and  others  in  the  timber  who  had  retreated  from  the  blockhouses 
and  were  continuing  the  fight.  The  fire  at  one  time  became  so  heavy  and  the 
line  of  the  Spaniards  appeared  so  regular  that  I  was  apprehensive  that  my  force 
might  be  too  small  to  hold  the  ridge.  Lieut.  H.  Gt.  Lyon,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry, 
appeared  at  this  juncture  and  offered  to  submit  himself  to  my  orders.  I 
had  just  previously  discovered  Lieut.  J.  B.  Hughes's  Hotchkiss  mountain  battery 
approachmg  the  position.  I  requested  him  to  place  one  of  his  guns  in  action, 
which  he  promptly  did.  Lieutenant  Lyons  forming  on  the  left  of  the  gun  and 
opening  fire,  A  Troop  being  on  the  right  of  the  gun.  I  held  the  position  until  the 
arrival  of  a  light  battery  and  other  troops,  among  them  the  Seventy-first  New 
York,  when  I  placed  my  men  parallel  to  the  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road,  and  in  contact  vyith  the  squadron  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry,  to  which  I  belonged, 
which  had  in  the  meantime  arrived  at  that  point.  During  this  time  Lieut.  F.  R. 
McCoy  was  severely  wounded  while  actively  directing  the  fire  of  this  platoon.  I 
had  lost,  up  to  this  time,  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  several  wounded.  While  in  the 
position  above  referred  to,  and  in  contact  vrith  the  squadron,  the  troop  lying  below 
the  ridge.  Major  Wint  directed  that  the  crest  be  occupied,  as  the  enemy  had 
increased  his  fire  upon  our  hues.  Troop  A  was  immediately  moved  forward  and 
opened  fire,  having  1  man  wounded  at  this  point,  and  1  man  killed  in  the  Une,  a 
straggler  from  the  infantry.  The  fire  ceased  about  dark  and  the  troop  lay  under 
arms  in  its  place  under  the  hill.  A  detail  from  the  troop  assisted  in  building 
earthworks  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  July  2  the  troop  moved  with  the  squadron  up  into  the  rifle 
pits,  a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  the  previous  position,  where  details  from  the 
troop  engaged  the  enemy  during  the  entire  day,  one  man  of  the  troop  being 
wounded  while  in  the  rifle  pit.  On  the  evening  of  the  2d  the  troop  moved  to  a 
point  stiU  farther  to  the  right,  assisted  in  digging  rifle  pits  within  500  yards  of  the 
advanced  works  of  the  enemy.  During  the  3d  the  firing  between  the  lines  of  rifle 
pits  was  continuous  until  about  noon.    The  troop  is  now  occupying  this  position. 

During  the  series  of  close  fights  on  the  1st,  and  in  the  engagements  in  the  rifle 
pits  up  to  the  3d  at  noon,  the  troop  lost  1  officer  wounded,  1  enlisted  man  killed, 
and  11  enlisted  men  wounded. 

I  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  regimental  commander  to  the  fact  that, 
in  my  judgment,  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  Troop  A,  First  Lieut.  E.  L.  Liver- 
more  and  Second  Lieut.  F.  R.  McCoy,  could  not  be  surpassed  for  coolness  and  the 
skillful  performance  of  duty  under  heavy  fire,  and  I  recommend  that  proper  rec- 
ognition of  their  gallant  service  be  bestowed  by  proper  authority.  The  behavior 
of  the  enlisted  men  was  magnificent,  paying  studious  attention  to  orders  while  on 
the  firing  Une,  and  generally  exhibiting  an  intrepidity  which  marks  the  first-class 
soldier. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Beck, 
Captain,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  A. 


Report  of  operations  of  Troop  I,  Tenth  Cavalry,  on  July  1,  2,  and  S,  1898. 

Adjutant-General  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

Jvly  5, 1898. 
About  3.30  p.  m.,  June  80, 1898,  troop  received  orders  to  move.  About  4  p.  m. 
troop  started  vrtth  regiment,  but  owing  to  delay  did  not  get  into  position  until 
after  dark.  Troop  bivouacked  alongside  of  road  with  regiment.  Remained  there 
during  bombardment  of  next  morning.  Returned  with  regiment;  left  packs 
alongside  of  road  under  charge  of  guard,  and  lay  down  under  such  cover  as  pos- 
sible. Two  men  in  troop  were  wounded  here  while  troop  was  marching  along 
road.  Troop  remained  here  about  five  minutes,  when  I  received  orders  to  move  to 
right  of  road.  We  moved  to  the  right,  crossed  creek,  and  moved  alongside  of 
creek  to  fairly  good  cover.    Remained  here  for  about  half  an  hour,  exposed  to  a 
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pretty  heavy  artillery  fire.  Then  received  orders  to  laove  forward  and  form 
sMrmish  line  on  edge  of  creek ,  perpendicular  to  last  position.  Troop  moved  forward 
from  tMs  position  by  successive  movements  until  the  second  creek  was  reached, 
when  troop  moved  to  right  and  crossed  creek.  The  left  of  troop,  under  command  of 
Lieut.  A.  M.  Miller,  moved  directly  up  the  hill  and  participated  in  attack  on  block- 
house on  right  of  enemy's  position.  This  part,  under  Lieutenant  Miller,  afterwards 
crossed  the  valley  between  the  blockhouses  and  was  in  the  attack  on  the  block- 
house on  left  of  enemy's  position.  It  then  moved  forward  with  the  First  Regular 
Cavalry  and  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  until  it  reached  the  position  now  held  by  First 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  the  latter  being  on  left  and  regular  cavalry  on  right.  The 
right  of  troop,  under  my  command,  passed  creek,  bore  to  right,  crossed  fence 
into  road,  moved  down  road  about  30  yards,  crossed  through  fence  to  right  of 
road,  and  took  position  behind  ridge,  a  short  distance  to  right  of  fence;  from  this 
position  advanced  through  swampy  ground  to  right  of  pond  directly  on  trench 
between  two  blockhouses.  In  this  charge  the  troop  had  caught  up  with  preced- 
ing troops  and  was  well  up  to  the  front.  Troop  occupied  ground  in  front  of  this 
trench  and  fired  volleys  at  enemy's  next  line  of  intrenchments,  while  the  enemy 
was  manning  them.  Troop  then  advanced  through  wire  fence,  and  advanced  to 
extreme  edge  of  hill,  now  occupied  by  intrenchments  of  First  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
There  were  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  Tenth  Cavalry  in  this  position— in  all, 
about  100  men.  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  the  Tenth,  here  joined  me.  Remained 
here  about  an  hour ,  when  was  informed  line  was  being  formed  in  the  rear.  Went 
back  and  formed  on  left  of  First  Volunteer  Cavalry.  Troop  assisted  in  digging 
trenches  that  night. 

July  S. — ^Part  of  troop  in  trenches;  remainder  about  30  yards  in  rear  until  about 
2  p.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered  down  to  base  of  hill.  Men  in  trenches  reheved  at  6 
p.  m.  At  night  attack  troop  formed  line,  under  orders,  near  crest  of  hill,  near 
position  in  camp. 

July  3. — Remained  in  camp  until  3  p.  m.,  when  troop  was  ordered  to  right  and 
joined  rest  of  regiment. 

Losses. — Wounded:  First  Sergt.  Robert  MUlbrown,  Sergeant  Gunter,  Private 
Bennett,  Private  Burkley,  Private  Hardy,  Private  Wesley  Jones,  Private  Riddell. 
Missing:  Private  J.  F.  Chinn,  jr. 

The  entire  troop  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  I  have  no  special  recommen- 
dation to  make.  One  recruit,  Kivate  Elsie  Jones,  particularly  distinguished 
himself.     I  have  recommended  him  before,  in  fight  of  June  3. 

Lieutenant  Miller  conducted  himself  with  great  coolness  and  used  good  judg- 
ment in  giving  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  J.  Fleming, 
Mrsi  Ideutenant,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  I. 


Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 
Adjutant  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  which  took 
place  on  this  field  July  1,  3,  and  3, 1898: 

Troop  F ,  Tenth  Cavalry,  which  I  commanded,  was  in  column  of  twos  in  the  road 
at  a  halt  awaiting  the  passage  of  a  column  of  infantry  when  fire  from  the  Spanish 
intrenchments  opened.  The  troop  came  under  a  very  severe  fire — ^musketry  and 
artillery — at  once,  with  no  means  of  determining  from  whence  the  fire  came,  as 
all  view  was  entirely  cut  off  by  the  densest  underbrush  which  lined  the  road,  and 
no  effective  cover  to  get  to.  After  something  like  half  an  hour  of  this  fire  the 
squadron  was  put  in  the  attacking  line  as  support  and  moved  forward.  In  the 
brush  and  amid  the  roar  of  guns  all  sight  of  the  firing  line  and  touch  of  adjoining 
troops  was  lost.  Lieutenant  Whitehead,  with  a  part  of  the  second  platoon,  were 
also  separated  from  the  troop,  and  I  think  passed  in  front  of  the  troop  from  left 
to  right  during  the  advance.  Lieutenant  Whitehead  joined  his  detachment  to 
the  first  command  he  met  and  advanced  with  it.  The  troop  advanced  at  double 
time  on  the  enemy's  works  as  soon  as  out  of  the  brush  and  in  sight  of  the  works. 
On  arriving  on  the  hill  on  which  the  works  stood  it  was  found  that  the  works 
were  carried  and  the  Spaniards  were  retreating  to  the  next  crest.  The  troops 
had  become  mixed  up  in  a  crowd  of  disorganized  soldiers  at  the  works.  It  was 
at  once  assembled,  line  of  skirmish  was  formed,  the  advance  taken  up  in  the 
direction  of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  While  at  the  first  works  Lieutenant 
Anderson  with  a  part  of  Troop  C  reported  to  me  as  the  senior  ofScer  of  the  reg- 
ment  present  and  was  put  on  the  skirmish  line  on  the  right  of  my  troop.    We 
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advanced  together  over  the  next  ridge  and  down  it  to  within  about  500  yards  of 
the  works  at  present  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Here  we  remained  for  some  time 
exchanging  fire  with  the  enemy  in  the  works.  My  left  was  on  the  road.  There 
were  troops  on  my  left,  and  a  little  less  advanced,  and  troops  on  my  right  a  little 
more  advanced,  but  their  firing  was  not  strong.  Being,  so  far  as  I  know,  unsup- 
ported, I  sent  word  back  to  the  squadron  commander  describing  my  position,  and 
was  ordered  to  return  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  which  our  troops  now  occupy  on  the 
road.  Here  I  received  word  that  the  hill  was  to  be  held  at  all  hazards.  The 
troop  occupied  the  crest,  exchanging  fire  with  the  enemy,  until  dark.  During  the 
night  a  trench  was  dug  and  occupied  at  daylight,  the  morning  of  the  3d.  The 
troop  remained  in  this  trench  until  late  m  the  afternoon,  every  exposure  at 
the  trench  drawing  fire  from  the  enemy.  The  fire  was  returned  only  when  several 
of  the  enemy  exposed  themselves  at  once.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  the  troop 
was  joined  with  the  regiment  and  moved  farther  to  the  right  on  the  general  line, 
where  it  again  intrenched,  and  has  remained  in  the  trenches  to  the  present  time. 

Lieutenant  Whitehead,  who  was  separated  from  the  troop  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  advance,  returned  to  it  soon  after  it  reached  its  most  advanced  posi- 
tion, bringing  his  detatchment  with  him. 

I  wish  to  mention  both  Lieutenant  Anderson,  who  was  with  me  from  the  termi- 
nation of  the  first  assault,  and  Lieutenant  Whitehead  for  their  coolness  and 
bravery.  I  could  only  do  justice  to  the  troop  by  mentioning  by  name  all  who 
were  engaged,  not  only  for  their  bravery,  but  for  their  splendid  discipline  under 
the  most  demoralizing  fire. 

Killed— First  Lieut.  W.  E.  Shipp,  on  temporary  stafE  duty. 

Wounded — Second  Lieut.  H.  C.  Whitehead,  slightly,  and  continued  in  action; 
Sergt.  Amos  ElHston,  Sergt.  Frank  Rankin,  Corpl.  Allen  Jones,  Blacksmith 
Charles  Robertson,  Private  Isom  Taylor,  Private  Benjamin  West. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  W.  Jones, 
Captain,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  F. 


Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  B,  1898. 
The  Adjutant  Tenth  Cavalry,  Camped  near  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  work  done  by  the 
medical  department  attached  to  the  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry  during  the  fight 
before  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  1st,  3d,  and  3d  of  July,  instant.  The  band  was 
ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty  as  first-aid  men  and  litter  bearers.  They  and  the 
seven  members  of  the  hospital  corps,  with  the  occasional  assistance  of  color 
bearers,  cared  for  the  wounded  and  rendered  first  aid  during  the  entire  fight. 
First  Lieut,  L.  A.  Fuller,  assistant,  and  myself  divided  the  hospital  corps  and 
band.  I  continued  with  the  regiment  che  entire  day.  Lieutenant  Fuller  was 
with  the  regiment  part  of  the  day;  the  other  part  he  spent  at  a  dressing  station, 
where  some  men  were  shot  while  their  dressings  were  being  attended  to.  The 
number  of  wounded  was  very  great  in  a  short  time  and  first  aid  was  rendered 
to  aU,  irrespective  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belonged.  The  last  of  the 
wounded  under  my  charge  were  sent  to  the  rear  at  3  a.  m.  July  2.  The  second 
and  third  days  Lieutenant  Fuller  and  myself  were  with  the  regiment  during  the 
entire  day.  The  First  United  States  Cavalry  and  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry 
had  no  surgeon  with  them  during  these  days,  and  we  rendered  aid  to  all  wounded 
who  presented  themselves.  The  band  and  hospital  corps  displayed  great  courage 
in  dressing  and  removing  men,  oftentimes  under  a  heavy  fire. 
Respectfully, 

Madison  M.  Brewer, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  g9, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  Cavalry  Division. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Cavalry  Division,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  of  a  part  of 
this  brigade  with  the  enemy  at  Guasimas,  Cuba,  on  the  24th  instant,  accompanied 
by  detailed  reports  from  the  regimental  and  other  commanders  engaged,  and  a 
list  of  the  killed  and  wounded: 

After  debarking  at  Daiquiri  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  instant,  I  received  from 
Major-General  wheeler,  the  division  commander,  verbal  orders  to  move  out  with 
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three  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  to  a  good  camping  place  between  Juragnacito 
and  Siboney,  on  the  road  leading  to  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

In  obedience  thereto,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  I  moved  from  my  bivouac  near  the  landing, 
with  brigade  headquarters,  the  First  Volunteer  Cavaliy  (Wood's) ,  one  squadron 
of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry  (Bell's) ,  one  squadron  of  the  Tenth  United 
States  Cavalry  (Norvell's) ,  and  the  HotchMss  mountain-gun  battery  (4  guns, 
Captain  Watson,  Tenth  Cavalry,  temporarily  commanding),  aU  dismounted. 
The  remainder  of  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  follow  early  the  following  morning 
on  receiving  its  rations. 

I  arrived  at  Siboney  with  the  head  of  the  column  at  about  7  p.  m.,  where  I 
bivouacked  for  the  night  with  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  the  two  squadrons  of 
the  First  and  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry  and  the  battery  being  delayed  by  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  trail  and  the  difficulty  of  following  through  the  jungle 
after  night. 

I  reported  to  General  Wheeler  and  from  him  learned  of  an  engagement  between 
Cubans  and  Spaniards  in  that  vicinity  during  the  day,  resulting  in  the  repulse  of 
the  former  with  some  loss.  Later  I  met  General  Castillo,  the  commander  of  the 
Cuban  forces,  who  gave  me  a  full  description  of  the  topography  of  the  country 
and  much  information  regarding  the  Spanish  troops,  their  manner  of  fighting, 
etc.  General  Castillo  expressed  the  belief  that  although  the  Spaniards  had  suc- 
cessfully resisted  his  attack,  they  would  fall  back  to  Santiago  during  the  night; 
but  he  also  stated  that  he  had  received  information  they  were  being  reenf orced. 

Deeming  it  essential  that  positive  information  should  be  obtained  as  to  the  posi- 
tion and  movements  of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  I  asked  and  obtained  from  Gen- 
eral Wheeler  authority  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force  for  this  purpose.  General 
Castillo  having  promised  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  me  with  a  force  of  800 
effective  Cubans. 

Leading  from  Siboney  there  are  two  roads,  or  more  properly  trails,  one  to  the 
eastward,  the  other  to  the  westward  of  the  little  town,  which  unite  about  1  mile 
before  reaching  Sevilla  and  a  little  in  advance  of  the  scene  of  the  Cuban-Spanish 
engagement.    The  trails  are  at  no  point  more  than  1^  miles  apart. 

I  concluded  to  move  by  the  two  trails,  General  Castillo  having  informed  me  his 
outposts  covered  both.  I  consequently  directed  Colonel  Wood  to  move  with  his 
regiment  by  the  western  route,  cautioning  him  to  keep  a  careful  lookout  and  to 
attack  any  Spaniards  he  might  encounter,  connecting  in  the  latter  event  by  his 
right  flank  with  the  other  column  while  trying  to  gain  the  enemy's  right  flank. 
Colonel  Wood  marched  about  6  a.m.  the  24th  instant, and  I  sent  my  personal 
aids  First  Lieut.  T.  R.  Rivers,  Third  Cavalry,  and  Second  Lieut.  W.  R.  Smedberg, 
Fourth  Cavalry,  to  accompany  his  column. 

The  other,  the  right  column,  marchedat  5.45  a.m.  I  moved  with  it,  accompanied 
by  Capt.  A.  L.  Mills,  assistant  adjutant-general.  I  proposed  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  front  and  on  his  left  if  I  found  him  in  position. 

At  7.30  a.  m.,  the  right  column  being  masked  in  an  open  glade.  Captain  Mills 
with  a  patrol  of  3  men  advanced  and  discovered  the  enemy  located,  as  described 
by  General  Castillo,  in  a  locality  called  Guasimas,  from  trees  of  that  name  in  the 
vicinity.  After  having  carefully  examined  the  enemy's  position  I  prepared  to 
develop  his  strength.  Canteens  were  ordered  filled;  the  HotchMss  battery  was 
placed  in  position  in  concealment  at  about  900  yards,  and  Bell's  squadron  was 
deployed  and  Norvell's  in  support. 

On  discovering  the  enemy  I  had  sent  a  Cuban  guide  to  warn  Colonel  Wood,  and 
knowing  that  his  column  had  a  more  difficult  route,  and  would  require  a  longer 
time  to  reach  the  position,  I  delayed  the  attack  some  time  in  order  that  the  devel- 
opment on  both  flanks  should  begin  simultaneously.  During  this  delay  General 
Wheeler  arrived  and  was  informed  of  my  dispositions,  plan  of  attack,  and  inten- 
tions. After  an  examination  of  the  position  by  him,  and  his  approval  of  my 
action,  I  ordered  the  attack,  and  it  was  executed  in  a  manner  winning  the  admira- 
tion of  the  division  commander  and  all  present  who  witnessed  it. 

The  Spanish  forces  occupied  a  range  of  high  hills  in  the  form  of  an  obtuse 
an^le,  with  the  salient  toward  Siboney  and  with  an  advance  party  on  the  trail  on 
which  I  had  been  moving.  The  attack  of  both  wings  was  simultaneous,  and  the 
junction  of  the  two  lines  occurred  near  the  apex  of  the  angle  on  the  ridge,  which 
had  been  fortified  with  stone  breastworks  flanked  by  blocMiouses. 

The  Spaniards  were  driven  from  their  position  and  fled  precipitately  toward 
Santiago.  The  attacking  force  numbered  950  men,  while  that  or  the  enemy,  at 
first  estimated  at  2,000,  has  since  been  learned  from  Spanish  sources  to  have  been 
3,500.  The  Cuban  military  authorities  claim  the  Spanish  strength  was  4,000.  It 
has  also  been  reported  that  Lieutenant-Qeneral  Linares,  commanding  the  Spanish 
forces  in  eastern  Cuba,  and  two  other  general  officers  were  present  and  witnessed 
the  action.    The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  almost  entirely  by  volleys,  executed  with 
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the  precision  of  parade.  For  an  account  of  the  operations  of  the  left  column, 
attention  is  invited  to  the  inclosed  report  of  Colonel  Wood,  marked  "A." 

The  ground  over -which  the  right  column  advanced  was  a  mass  of  jungle  growth, 
with  wire  fences,  not  to  he  seen  until  encounfpred,  and  precipitous  heights  as  the 
ridge  was  approached.  It  was  impossible  for  the  troops  to  keep  touch  along  the 
front,  and  they  could  only  judge  of  the  enemy  from  the  sound  and  direction  of 
his  fire.  However,  had  it  not  been  for  this  dense  jungle,  the  attack  would  not 
have  been  made  against  an  overwhelming  force  in  such  a  position.  Headway  was 
so  difficult  that  advance  and  support  became  merged  and  moved  forward  under 
a  continuous  volley  firing,  supplemented  by  that  of  two  rapid-fire  guns.  Return 
firing  by  my  force  was  only  made  as  here  and  there  a  small  clear  spot  gave  a  sight 
of  the  enemy.  The  fire  discipline  of  these  particular  troops  was  almost  perfect. 
The  ammunition  expended  by  the  two  squadrons  engaged  in  an  incessant  advance 
for  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  averaged  less  than  10  rounds  per  man.  The  fine 
quality  of  these  troo;psis  also  shown  by  the  fact  that  there  was  not  a  single  strag- 
gler, and  in  not  one  instance  was  an  -attempt  made  by  any  soldier  to  fall  out  in 
the  advance  to  assist  the  wounded  or  carry  back  the  dead.  The  fighting  on  the 
left  flank  was  equally  creditable  and  was  remarkable,  and  I  beUeve  unprece- 
dented in  volunteer  troops  so  quickly  raised,  armed,  and  equipped. 

Our  total  losses  were  1  officer  and  15  men  killed;  6  officers  and  46  men  wounded. 
Forty-two  dead  Spanish  soldiers  were  found,  the  bodies  of  nearly  all  of  whom 
had  been  thrown  into  the  jungle  for  concealment.  Spanish  newspapers  of  San- 
tiago the  day  after  the  battle  gave  their  loss  as  77  killed.  It  is  known  that  many 
wounded  were  carried  to  the  city. 

Every  possible  attention  was  given  to  the  wounded,  and  the  medical  officers 
were  unremitting  in  their  efforts  to  alleviate  their  sufferings.  Circumstances 
necessarily  limited  their  appliances  to  the  first  aid  order.  The  wounded  were 
carried  on  improvised  litters  to  Siboney,  and  the  dead  were  carefully  buried  on 
the  battlefield,  a  proper  record  of  their  burial  being  kept. 

Finding,  when  the  ridge  was  carried,  that  many  of  mymenhad  become  exhausted 
by  the  excessive  heat  and  exertion,  I  ordered  a  halt  and  occupation  of  the  cap- 
tured position.  Had  I  had  at  hand  at  the  time  of  the  assault  a  force  of  mounted 
cavalry,  the  fruits  of  our  victory  would  have  been  more  apparent. 

Gteneral  Castillo  did  not  appear  on  the  field,  nor  did  any  of  his  troops  come  to 
the  front  until  the  firing  had  ceased.  No  other  troops  than  those  mentioned  were 
engaged  in  the  action.  Three  troops  of  the  Ninth  United  States  Cavalry  arrived 
on  the  left  after  the  firing  had  stopped  and  were  posted  as  pickets  until  relieved 
by  General  Chaffee's  brigade  of  General  Lawton's  division,  which  then  took  the 
advance. 

The  action  of  all  officers  and  men,  so  far  as  my  personal  observation  extended, 
was  superb,  and  I  can  only  at  this  time  mention  the  names  of  those  whose  conduct 
was  personally  observed  by  me  as  being  highly  conspicuous  in  gallantry  and  daring, 
and  evidenciag  a  firm  intention  to  do  everything  vnthin  the  power  and  endurance 
of  humanity  and  the  scope  of  duty.  Captain  Knox,  after  being  shot  through  the 
abdomen,  and  seeing  his  lieutenant  and  first  sergeant  wounded,  gave  necessary 
orders  to  his  troops  and  refused  to  allow  a  man  in  the  firing  line  to  assist  him  to 
the  rear;  Lieutenant  Bjrram,  after  having  his  scalp  wound  dressed,  and  taiowing 
his  captain  (Knox)  to  be  wounded,  assumed  command  of  Ms  troop,  but  fell 
fainting  while  pushing  to  the  front;  Captain  Mills,  the  only  member  of  my  staff 
present  with  me  on  tms  part  of  the  field,  was  most  conspicuous  for  his  daring  and 
unflagging  energy  in  his  efforts  to  keep  troops  in  touch  on  the  line  and  in  keeping 
me  informed  of  the  progress  made  in  advancing  through  the  jungle. 

In  connection  with  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  attention  is  called  to  Colonel 
Wood's  report  on  the  conduct  of  Captain  Capron,  Major  Brodie,  Captain  McCUn- 
tock.  Lieutenant  Thomas,  Leiutenant-Colonel  Roosevelt,  Captain  McCormick 
(Seventh  United  States  Cavalry) ,  and  my  personal  aids  Lieutenants  T.  R.  Rivers 
and  Smedberg.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  efficient  manner  in  which  Colo- 
nel Wood  handled  Ms  regiment,  and  of  Ms  magnificent  behavior  on  the  field.  The 
conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Roosevelt,  as  reported  to  me  by  my  two  aids, 
deserves  my  Mghest  commendation.  Both  Colonel  Wood  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Roosevelt  disdained  to  take  advantage  of  shelter  or  cover  from  the  enemy's  fire 
while  any  of  their  men  remained  exposed  to  it — an  error  of  judgment,  but  hap- 
pily on  the  heroic  side.  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  that  the  behavior  of  all  men  of  the 
regular  and  volunteer  forces  engaged  in  tMs  action  was  simply  superb,  and  I  feel 
Mghly  honored  in  the  command  of  such  troops. 

I  desire  to  express  my  admiration  of  the  fine  soldierly  qualities  and  conduct  on 
the  march  and  after  meeting  the  enemy,  of  Major  Norvell,  Tenth  Cavalry,  and 
Major  Bell,  First  Cavalry ,  commanding  squadrons.  Their  quick  and  rapid  execu- 
tion of  orders  and  instmclaons  were  admirable  and  gratifying.   Major  Bell  received 
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a  serious  ■wound  in  tte  early  part  of  the  engagement  and  was  succeeded  in  the  com- 
mand of  his  squadron  by  Captain  Wainwright,  whose  management  of  the  right 
wing  of  the  advance  firing  line  was  all  that  I  could  desire  or  hope  for,  and  more 
than  I  could,  under  such  opposing  conditions,  confidently  expect.  Captains  Beck 
and  Galbraith  and  Lieutenants  Wright  and  Fleming  also  deserve  equal  praise  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  maneuvered  and  controlled  their  troops  in  attacking 
the  precipitous  heights  before  them.  Captain  Ajrres's  performance  of  the  duties 
assigned  his  troop  was  highly  commendable,  as  was  Captain  Watson's  fine  work 
with  his  battery.  Attention  is  invited  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  troop  command- 
ers regarding  the  conduct  of  their  subordinates  and  their  men.  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Fuller  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Delgardo,  also  Asst.  Surg.  J.  R, 
Church,  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  deserve  sjjecial  mention  for  their  gallant  action 
in  personally  carrying  and  assisting  in  carrjring  wounded  men  from  the  field  under 
heavy  fire. 

The  chief  results  following  from  this  action  with  the  Spaniards  are  a  test  of  the 
valor  of  the  opposing  forces;  the  spirit  of  superiority  I  believe  it  has  fixed  in  our 
own;  the  opening  of  the  road  to  the  gates  or  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  the  gaining 
of  a  beautiful  camping  ground  for  our  army  on  the  heights  overlooking  that  city, 
which  can  now  easily  be  taken  at  our  leisure. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  B.  M.  Young, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded,  calling  special  attention  to  commendation  of  Captain 
Knox,  Captain  Miller,  Lieutenant  Byram,  Captain  Capron,  Major  Brodie,  Captain 
McClintock,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Roosevelt,  Captaia  Mc- 
Cormick  (Seventh  Cavalry) ,  Lieut.  T.  R.  Rivers,  Lieutenant  Smedberg,  Captain 
Wainwright,  Captaia  Beck,  Captain  Galbraith,  Lieutenant  Wright,  Lieutenant 
Fleming,  Captain  Ayres,  Captain  Watson,  Assistant  Surgeon  Fuller,  Surgeon  Del- 
gardo, and  Surg.  J.  R.  Church.  I  personally  observed  the  conduct  of  many  of 
these  officer s  and  join  heartily  in  General  Young's  commendation  of  them. 

Jos.  Wheeler, 
Major-Qeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


REPORTS  OP  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE  OF  FIGHT  AT  LA  OtTASIMAS  JUNE  34. 

Part  taken  by  first  platoon,  Troop  A,  First  Regular  Cavalry,  in  the  action  vnth  the 
Spanish  near  Gruayacimas. 

The  first  platoon  reached  and  deployed  in  the  high  grass  near  the  creek  about 
7  a.  m.  ana  inmiediately  moved  forward  to  locate  the  position  of  the  enemy. 
This  advance  had  continued  for  about  35  yards  when  the  first  volley  from 
the  enemy  was  delivered  into  the  platoon ,  killing  Private  Stork.  The  platoon  con- 
tinued its  advance,  drawing  several  more  volleys  from  the  enemy,  the  line  of 
smoke  from  which  disclosed  his  position,  and  one  volley  was  fired  in  reply. 
Range,  800  yards. 

The  advance  was  continued  to  the  crest  of  a  hogback  leading  to  the  knob, 
where  the  enemy  was  located  behind  a  stone  barricade,  firing  three  volleys  on  the 
way.  On  reaching  a  point  about  300  yards  from  the  barricade,  and  on  the  ri^ht 
flank  of  the  enemy,  the  enemy  abandoned  his  position,  and  an  attempt  to  cuthini 
off  was  made.  After  crossing  two  ravines  through  underbrush  almost  impassa- 
ble the  enemy  was  seen  running  precipitately  to  the  rear,  and  flre  opened  upon  him 
with  good  effect.  All  firing  from  other  organizations  having  ceased,  and  the 
extreme  exhaustion  of  the  men  rendering  pursuit  impossible,  the  platoon  advanced 
to  the  crest  where  the  enemy  had  last  been  seen  and  took  up  its  position,  and  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  support  went  into  camp. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  C.  Smithbe, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Cavalry,  Commanding  Firing  lAne. 

First  Lieut.  E.  S.  Wright, 

First  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  A. 

Camp  Near  Setilla,  June  26, 1898. 
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Report  of  Gun  Detachment,  Second  Cavalry  Brigade,  composed  of  Tenth  Cavalry- 
men, on  July  1. 

Before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Jvly  1, 1898. 
Adjutant-Genebal  Second  Cavalky  Brigade. 

Sir:  I  have  tte  honor  to  report  that  on  July  1, 1898,  this  detachment  went  into 
action  on  the  road  abont  100  yards  beyond  the  first  crossing  of  the  San  Juan  Creek 
and  opened  np  on  the  blockhouse  and  intrenohment  about  600  yards  to  the  right 
of  the  road  and  did  some  effective  work  with  8  or  10  shots,  and,  not  having  any 
cover,  was  forced  to  retire,  having  3  men  wounded  in  a  very  few  moments — Sergt. 
J.  G.  L.  Taylor,  Troop  E,  Tenth  Cavalry,  and  Private  Peter  Saunders,  Troop  B, 
Tenth  Cavalry.  I  later  opened  fire  with  one  gun  on  hill  at  second  blockhouse 
nearest  town,  on  an  intrenchment  occupied  by  Spanish  troops,  and  forced  them 
to  leave  the  same.  After  a  few  shots  I  was  relieved  by  a  light  battery  and  retired. 
Shortly  after,  with  two  Hotchkiss  guns  and  a  machine  gun,  I  took  position  on 
crest  occupied  by  a  troop  of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry  (Captain  Galbraith's) , 
and  with  the  Hotchkiss  guns  did  some  effective  work  on  a  blockhouse  in  our 
immediate  front,  about  800  or  900  yards  distant.  The  machine  gun  did  good  work 
on  an  intrenchment. 

I  wish  to  mention  as  particularly  meritorious  and  gallant  Sergeant  Watson  and 
Private  Saunders,  both  of  Troop  B,  Tenth  Cavalry,  in  aiding  a  wounded  corporal 
of  the  Third  Cavalry  to  a  hospital  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  he  being  deserted 
by  everyone  else.  The  same  men  deserve  special  mention  for  their  magnificent 
behavior  during  the  entire  time  they  were  in  action.  Private  Saunders  was 
wounded  in  the  first  action  and  taken  to  the  rear.  I  also  want  to  mention  Private 
Daniels,  of  Troop  F,  for  gallant  behavior  in  the  first  action. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  B.  Hughes, 
First  lAeutenant,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Detachment. 


Report  of  Hotchhiss-gun  detachment  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Brigade,  composed  of 

men  of  the  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry,  in  action  against  Spaniards,  July  1, 

1898,  before  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Before  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

July  5, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  detachment  went  into  action  early  in 
the  day  just  across  the  ford  of  the  San  Juan  Creek,  about  100  yards  above  the 
crossing,  and  opened  fire  on  blockhouse  and  intrenchment  about  700  or  800  yards  to 
the  right  of  the  road.  This  position  was  held  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  and  we 
did  effective  work  during  this  time.  The  position  occupied  was  much  exposed  and 
the  detachment  was  forced  to  retire,  having  two  men  wounded — Sergt.  J.  G.  L. 
Taylor,  Troop  E,  Tenth  Cavalry,  and  Private  Peter  Saunders,  Troop  B,  Tenth 
Cavalry.  The  ^ns  next  took  a  position  on  ridge  at  second  blockhouse,  nearest 
the  Spaniards'  hne,  and  opened  fire  on  Spanish  intrenchment  and  succeeded  in 
driving  the  Spaniards  from  the  ditch.  At  this  stage  a  light  battery  (K,  First 
Artillery,  Captain  Best's)  arrived,  took  my  position,  and  I  retired.  Shortly  there- 
after I  took  a  position  on  a  ridge  northeast  of  my  former  position,  in  advance  of 
a  troop  of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry  (Captain  Galbraith's) ,  and  opened  fire 
on  a  blockhouse  with  excellent  results.  This  fire  I  kept  up  until  my  ammunition 
was  exhausted,  firing  30  or  more  shots.  At  this  time  I  had  with  my  detachment 
a  Gatling  gun,  which  was  placed  on  Captain  Galbraith's  line,  and  with  it  did 
good  work.  After  my  Hotchkiss-gun  ammunition  was  exhausted  my  men  took 
place  in  Captain  Galbraith's  firing  line. 

In  connection  with  this  day's  work  I  wish  to  mention  for  conspicuous  gallantry, 
bravery,  and  meritorious  work  Sergt.  Arthur  Watson  and  Private  Peter  Saun- 
ders, both  of  Troop  B,  Tenth  Cavalry,  for  taking  to  the  rear  a  corporal  of  the 
Third  Cavalry,  severely  wounded— this  at  El  Poso,  under  a  severe  artillery  fire, 
this  man  and  place  being  deserted  by  all  save  these  men,  so  far  as  I  could  see.  At 
this  place  I  had  three  mules  wounded,  one  of  which  died.  These  two  men  were 
conspicuous  during  the  entire  time  they  were  in  action.  Private  Saunders  being 
shot  down,  wounded  in  thigh,  when  engagement  first  opened.  I  also  want  to 
menion  Sergeant  Bivins,  Troop  G,  Tenth  Cavalry,  and  Private  Daniels,  Troop  F, 
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Tenth  Cavalry,  for  conspicuous  bravery  during  the  day.  At  the  bombardment  of 
El  Poso  early  in  the  morning  my  detacjiment,  being  right  in  the  line  of  fire,  was 
somewhat  scattered  and  I  could  collect  only  about  15  of  my  men  when  I  moved  to 
the  front,  and  I  commend  them  all  for  their  spirit,  enterprise,  and  good  behavior 
during  the  entire  day. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

James  B.  Hughes, 
First  Lieutenant,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Detachment. 


Headquarters  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry, 

Before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  — ,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Tenth  Cavalry  in  the  battle  of  July  1,2,  and  3, 1898,  before  Santiago  de  Cuba: 

On  the  morning  of  July  1  the  regiment,  consisting  of  Troops  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F, 
G,  and  I,  field  and  staff,  occupied  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Cav- 
alry Bivision,  the  line  extending  nearly  north  and  south  on  a  ridge  some  3  or  4 
miles  fro^n  Santiago.  At  about  6.30  a.  m.  a  battery  of  artillery,  posted  a  short 
distance  from  our  right,  opened  fire  upon  the  works  of  Santiago,  the  regiment 
being  exposed  to  much  of  the  return  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  After  the 
artillery  firing  had  ceased  the  regiment  moved  to  the  right,  passed  the  sugar 
mill,  and  proceeded  in  rear  of  the  brigade  down  the  road  leading  toward  Santiago. 
The  movement  was  delayed  as  we  approached  the  San  Juan  River,  and  the  regi- 
ment came  within  the  range  of  fire  about  one-half  a  mile  from  the  crossing.  Upon 
reaching  the  river  I  found  that  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  were  at 
the  crossing,  and  that  the  regiment  preceding  mine  had  gone  to  the  right.  The 
Tenth  Cavalxy  was  here  subjected  to  a  converging  artillery  and  infantry  fire  from 
the  three  blockhouses  and  intrenchment  in  front  and  the  works  farther  to  the 
left  and  nearer  to  Santiago.  This  fire  was  probably  drawn  by  a  balloon  which 
preceded  the  regiment  to  a  point  near  the  ford,  where  it  was  held.  I  was  directed 
to  take  a  position  to  the  right,  behind  the  river  bank,  for  protection.  While  mov- 
ing to  this  position  and  while  there  the  regiment  suffered  considerable  loss.  After 
an  interval  of  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  I  was  directed  to  form  line  of  battle  in 
a  partially  open  field,  facing  toward  the  blockhouses  and  strong  intrenchments 
to  the  north  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Much  diflB^culty  was  found  on  account  of 
the  dense  undergrowth,  crossed  in  several  directions  by  wire  fences.  As  a  part 
of  the  cavalry  division  under  General  Sumner,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  two 
lines,  the  first  squadi-on,  under  Maj.  S.  T.  Norvell,  consisting  of  Troops  A,  B,  E,  and 
I,  leading;  the  second  line,  under  Major  T.  J.  "Wint,  consisfing  of  Troops  C,  P,  and 
G.  Troop  JD,  having  crossed  farther  down  the  river,  attached  itself  to  a  command 
of  infantry  and  moved  vnth  that  command  on  the  second  blockhouse.  The  regi- 
ment advanced  in  this  formation  in  a  heavy  converging  fire  from  the  enemy's 
position,  proceeding  but  a  short  distance,  when  the  two  lines  were  united  into 
one.  The  advance  was  rapidly  continued  in  an  irregular  line  toward  the  block- 
houses and  intrenchments  to  the  right  front.  During  this  advance  the  line 
passed  some  troops  of  the  First  Cavalry,  which  I  thmk  had  previously  been 
formed  on  our  right.  Several  losses  occurred  before  reaching  the  top  of  the  hiU, 
First  Lieut.  WilUam  H.  Smith  being  killed  as  he  arrived  on  its  crest.  The  enemy 
having  retreated  toward  the  northwest  to  the  second  and  third  blockhouses,  new 
lines  were  formed  and  a  rapid  advance  was  made  upon  these  new  positions.  The 
regiment  assisted  in  capturing  these  works  from  the  enemy,  and  with  the  exception 
of  Troops  0  and  I,  who  in  the  meantime  had  joined  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
then  took  up  a  position  to  the  north  of  the  second  blockhouse,  remaining  there 
during  the  night. 

With  some  changes  in  the  position  of  troops,  they  held  this  line  on  the  3d  and  3d 
under  a  very  heavy  and  continuous  fire  from  the  enemy's  intrenchments  in  front, 
and  the  regiment  now  occupies  a  part  of  the  most  advanced  intrenched  position. 
Some  troops  lost  their  relative  positions  in  line  during  the  first  day  of  the  battle, 
but  attached  themselves  to  others  and  continued  to  move  forward. 

During  the  entire  engagement  the  regiment  acted  with  extraordinary  coolness 
and  bravery.  It  held  its  position  at  the  ford  and  moved  forward  unflinchingly 
after  deployment  through  the  dense  brush  under  the  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's 
works.  The  officers  and  men  in  general  throughout  exhibited  great  bravery, 
obeying  orders  with  unflinching  alacrity  while  attacking  with  small  arms  an 
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enemy  strongly  posted  in  intrencliments  and  blockhouses  and  supported  by 
artillery. 

Per  cent  of  officers  killed  and  wounded,  50;  of  enlisted  men,  l&J;  for  whole  regi- 
ment, 18. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  A.  Baldwin, 
lAeutenant-Colonel  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Sevilla,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  S7, 1898. 
The  Adjutant, 

Tenth  United  States  Cavalry,  Headquarters  of  Regiment  in  Field. 

SlE:  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

At  about  7.15  to  7.20  a.  m.,  June  24, 1898,  Troop  B,  Tenth  Cavalry,  was  march- 
ing along  the  road,  or  traU,  leading  from  Altares  to  Santiago  de  Cuba.  A  few 
minutes  after  I  heard  several  shots,  and  directly  the  squadron  of  the  Tenth  Cav- 
alry was  halted,  my  troop  being  about  20  yards  from  a  little  creek  directly  in 
front  and  thick  brush  on  the  left,  the  right  being  slightly  more  open.  About  this 
time  a  volley  from  the  Spanish  was  fired;  the  first  I  heard  at  about  7.30  a.  m.,  I 
should  judge.  T  cautioned  the  men  to  lie  down  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  and 
keep  in  the  shelter  as  much  as  possible.  A  few  minutes  after  this  Troop  A,  Tenth 
Cavalry,  was  ordered  to  the  left  of  the  line,  and  I  was  ordered  by  Major  Norvell, 
Tenth  Cavalry,  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Young,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  for 
instructions.  I  did  so  immediately.  The  general  was  standing  in  a  most  exposed 
position,  about  30  to  40  yards  beyond  the  creek  already  spoken  of,  slightly  in  rear 
of  the  HotchMss  gun  battery.  The  general  ordered  me  to  move  my  troop  out  on 
the  extreme  right  at  once,  prolonging  the  line  of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry, 
already  there.  I  ordered  the  troop  forward  at  once,  telling  them  to  take  advan- 
tage of  all  cover  available.  In  the  meantime  the  volleys  ftom  the  Spanish  were 
coming  in  quite  frequently  and  striking  the  ground  on  all  sides  near  where  we 
were.  I  found  it  very  difficult  to  move  the  men  forward  after  having  found 
cover,  and  ran  back  to  a  portion  of  the  troop  near  an  old  brick  wall,  and  ordered 
them  f  oiTvard  at  once.  They  then  made  a  dash  forward,  and  in  doing  so  three  or  four 
men  were  wounded,  Private  Eussel  severely.  Who  the  others  were  I  do  not  know. 
We  encountered  a  severe  fire  directly  after  this  move  forward,  and  Private 
Wheeler  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg.  There  was  a  wire  fence  on  our  right,  and 
such  thick  underbrush  that  we  were  unable  to  get  through  right  there,  so  had  to 
foUow  along  the  fence  for  some  distance  before  being  able  to  penetrate.  Finally, 
was  able  to  get  the  greater  portion  of  my  men  through,  and  about  this  time  I  met 
Lieutenants  Fleming  and  Miller,  Tenth  Cavalry,  moving  through  the  thicket  on 
my  left.  I  there  heard  the  order  passed  on  "  not  to  fire  ahead,"  as  there  was  dan- 
ger of  firing  into  our  own  forces.  In  the  meantime  there  was  shouting  from  the 
First  Cavalry  in  our  front,  "  Don't  iire  on  us  in  rear."  My  troop  had  not  flred  a 
shot  to  my  knowledge,  nor  the  knowledge  of  any  noncommissioned  officers  in  the 
troop.  About  this  time  I  found  I  was  unable  to  keep  the  troop  deployed,  as  they 
would  huddle  up  behind  one  rook  or  tree,  so  I  gave  all  sergeants  orders  to  move 
out  on  the  extreme  right  and  to  keep  in  touch  with  those  on  their  left.  Then, 
with  a  squad  of  about  5  men,  I  moved  to  the  right  front,  and  was  unfortunate 
enough  to  lose  the  troop,  i.  e. ,  I  could  see  nothing  of  them  except  the  men  with  me. 

But  as  I  had  given  explicit  instructions  to  my  sergeant,  in  case  I  was  lost  from 
them,  to  continue  to  advance  until  halted  by  some  one  in  authority,  I  moved  ahead 
myself,  hoping  to  find  them  later  on.  In  making  a  rush  forward  3  men  of  my 
squad  were  lost  from  me  in  some  way.  I  still  had  2  men  with  me.  Privates  Combs 
and  Jackson,  and  in  the  next  advance  made  I  picked  np  a  First  Cavalry  sergeant 
who  had  fallen  out  from  exhaustion.  After  a  terrific  climb  up  the  ridge  in  front 
of  me,  and  a  very  regular  though  ineffective  fire  from  the  enemy  kept  up  until 
we  were  about  60  yards  from  the  summit  of  hill,  we  reached  the  advance  line  of 
the  First  United  States  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain  Wainwright.  I  then 
reported  to  him  for  orders,  and  moved  forward  when  he  next  advanced.  The 
firing  had  ceased,  and  no  more  shots  were  fired,  to  my  knowledge,  after  this  time. 
With  the  First  Cavalry,  Troop  G,  we  followed  along  the  right  of  the  ridge  and 
down  to  the  right  front,  encountering  no  opposition  or  fire  from  the  enemy,  but 
finding  the  enemy's  breastworks  in  confusion,  ammunition  and  articles  of  cloth- 
ing scattered  around;  also  1  dead  Spaniard  and  3  Mauser  rifies.  At  the  foot  of 
the  ridge  we  met  some  of  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and,  being  utterly  ex- 
hausted, I  was  obliged  to  lie  down.  Soon  after,  Captain  Mills,  adjutant-general 
22  MG 
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of  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  came  up  to  where  I  was  and  placed  me  in 
command  of  Troop  K,  First  United  States  Cavalry,  whose  oflcers  were  wounded. 
I  then  marched  them  forward  on  the  road  to  where  General  Wheeler  was  sitting, 
and  received  orders  from  Colonel  Wood,  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  to  remain  until 
further  orders  and  make  no  further  advance.  Directly  afterwards,  learning  the 
action  was  over,  I  reported  back  to  General  Young,  and  received  orders  to  remain 
camped  with  the  First  Cavalry  Squadron,  where  the  action  had  closed.  In  the 
meantime,  I  should  have  stated  that  I  had  found  the  principal  part  of  my  troop, 
and  collected  them  and  left  them  under  the  first  sergeant,  when  I  went  back  to 
receive  orders.  So  far  as  I  know,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the  men  of 
my  troop  acted  with  the  greatest  bravery,  advancing  on  an  enemy  who  could  not 
be  seen,  and  subjected  to  a  severe  and  heavy  fire  at  each  step,  which  was  only 
rendered  ineffective  to  a  great  degree  by  the  poor  marksmanship  of  the  enemy,  as 
many  times  we  were  in  sight  of  them  (I  discovered  this  by  observation  after  the 
engagement) ,  while  we  could  see  nothing.  We  were  also  subjected  to  a  severe 
reverse  fire  from  the  hills  in  our  right  rear,  several  men  being  wounded  by  this  fire. 
Throughout  the  fight  the  men  acted  with  exceptional  coolness,  in  my  judgment. 
The  casualties  were:  Privates  Russel,  Braxton,  and  Morris,  severely  wounded; 
Privates  F.  A.  Miller,  Grice,  Wheeler,  and  Gaines,  slightly  wounded,  i.  e.,less 
severely.  None  kUled. 
Very  respectfully, 

Haret  O.  Williaed, 
Second  Jjieutenant,  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  B, 

Tenth  Cavalry,  during  action  near  La  Cfuasima,  June  S4.,  1898. 


Maj.  S.  T.  NOEVELL, 

Commanding  First  Squadron, 

Tenth  United  States  Cavalry,  Laguasita,  Cuba. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  upon  the  work  of  the  medi- 
cal department  of  General  Young's  brigade  present  during  the  action  at  this 
place  on  Friday,  June  24, 1898.  The  of&cers  of  the  Medical  Department  and  men 
of  the  Hospital  Corps  present  were:  First  Lieut,  and  Asst.  Surg.  L.  A.  Fuller; 
Acting  Asst.  Surg.  Jos§  M.  Delgado;  Hospital  Steward  Joseph  Manning;  Privates 
Henry  Higgins,  John  W.  Martin,  Joseph  Wanamaker,  Peter  Axelsen,  Fred.  L. 
Pattison,  Fred.  A.  Riggs,  James  W.  Isbell.  During  the  action  the  medical  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Hospital  Corps  were  kept  constantly  busy  attending  to  the 
wounded.  A  temporary  hospital,  made  of  ponchos,  blankets,  shelter  tents,  andi 
brush,  was  constructed,  andTthe  wounded  brought  here  for  temporary  shelter 
from  the  sun  and  from,  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  hospital  being  protected  by  a 
rise  in  the  ground.  First  aid  was  rendered  under  fixe  in  a  large  proportion  of  the 
cases  and  the  wounded  were  then  carried  to  the  hospital,  where  the  best  dress- 
ings possible  under  the  circumstances  were  applied  and  general  medical  atten- 
tion given  and  the  wounded  prepared  for  transportation.  During  the  action  19 
wounded  and  3  cases  of  sunstroke  (both  of  which  promptly  recovered)  were 
treated  in  this  hospital.  One  of  the  wounded  through  the  abdomen  and  through 
the  leg  died  in  the  hospital.  After  the  action  the  wounded  were  carried  on  litters 
to  the  coast  and  transferred  to  the  hospital  ship. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  A.  Fuller, 
First  Ideutenant  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army, 

Senior  Surgeon  of  the  Brigade  Present  During  the  Action. 


Troop  B,  Tenth  Cavalry, 
Six  miles  from  Santiago,  Cuba,  June  ^7, 1898. 
Adjutant  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  part  taken  in  the 
engagement  on  the  24th  instant  by  the  Tenth  Cavalry  detachment  temporarily  in 
charge  of  four  Hotchkiss  mountain  guns: 

I  put  the  guns  in  position  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  brigade  commander. 
The  distance  was  estimated  at  1,000  yards.  This  being  found  a  little  high,  the 
sights  were  lowered  to  900  yards  and  kept  at  that  range  during  the  engagement. 
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Great  difflcnlty  was  experienced  in  observing  the  effect  of  the  shots,  owing  to  the 
smoke,  which  hung  in  front  of  them,  and  the  brash  on  each  side,  bnt  two  of  the  first 
at  900  yards  were  seen  to  go  to  the  right  spot,  and  it  was  presumed  the  others  were 
going  right.  The  shells  were  used  sparingly,  as  I  could  bring  only  one  box  (50 
rounds)  of  ammunition.  Twenty-two  shots  were  fired.  The  fire  was  directed 
mainly  at  a  rock  fortification  held  by  the  Spaniards,  but  sometimes  at  a  thick 
clump  of  bushes  on  a  high  point  near  the  fortification.  In  looking  over  this  part 
of  the  field  after  the  fight  I  found  where  three  shells  had  struck;  one  had  struck 
the  center  of  the  rock  fort,  another  had  cut  off  a  small  tree  18  inches  above  the 
top  of  the  fort,  a  third  had  exploded  20  feet  in  front  of  a  line  of  10  or  13  Spaniards 
(as  shown  by  the  line  of  empty  cartridge  shells  which  they  had  used) .  Nearly 
all  the  others  undoubtedly  struck  in  the  near  vicinity  of  these  three,  and  it  is 
hoped  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  day. 

Casualties. — Corporal  Love,  B  Troop,  left  arm  grazed  by  bullet;  Private  Gaines, 
same  troop,  shot  in  finger  left  hand. 

Corpl.  W.  F.  Johnson,  B  Troop,  deserves  special  mention  for  his  efl&ciency  and 
perfect  coolness  under  fire.  He  was  noncommissioned  ofBcer  in  charge,  and  the 
Hotchkiss  battery  was  apparently,  on  account  of  the  smoke  from  it,  a  special  tar- 
get for  the  enemy's  fire. 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

J.  W.  Watson, 
Captain,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Temporarily  Commanding  Battery. 


Before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5, 1S98. 
Adjutant  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  First  Squadron  of  the 
Tenth  Cavalry,  consisting  of  Troops  A,  B,  E,  and  I,  in  action  with  the  Spaniards 
on  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  instants: 

On  the  evening  of  June  30  the  regiment,  as  part  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry 
Division,  took  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  about  5  miles  from  Santiago. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st,  after  an  artillery  duel  of  short  duration  between 
Grimes's  battery  and  the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment  moved  forward 
toward  the  town  to  the  crossing  of  the  San  Juan  River,  when  it  immediately 
became  engaged.  The  regiment  took  position  in  a  wood,  and  here  suffered  consid- 
erable loss,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  fire  appeared  to  be 
directed  to  this  point.  In  a  short  time  we  moved  out  of  the  wood  by  the  right 
flank  and  then  deployed  to  the  left,  being  then  directly  ia  front  of  the  enemy  and 
about  1  mile  distant  from  his  works,  marked  by  three  houses  about  half  a  mile 
from  one  another.  The  enemy  were  strongly  intrenched  in  front  of  these  houses. 
The  line,  consisting  of  the  Cavalry  Division,  under  direction  of  Brigadier-General 
Sumner,  moved  forward  in  double  time,  under  a  terrific  fire  of  the  enemy.  We 
had  a  very  heavy  jungle  to  march  through,  besides  the  river  (San  Juan)  to  cross, 
and  during  our  progress  many  men  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  troops  became 
separated  from  one  another,  though  the  general  line  was  pretty  well  preserved. 
The  works  of  the  enemy  were  carried  ia  succession  by  the  troops  and  the  Span- 
iards were  steadily  driven  back  toward  the  town  to  their  last  ditches.  We  now 
found  ourselves  about  half  a  mile  from  the  city,  but  the  troops  being  by  this  time 
nearly  exhausted,  here  intrenched  themselves  for  the  night  under  a  heavy  fire. 
By  dark  this  line  was  occupied  by  all  the  troops  engaged  during  the  day. 

July  2  we  changed  our  position  to  about  600  yards  to  the  right,  and  were 
under  a  heavy  fire  during  the  whole  day  until  dark,  when  we  were  again  changed 
to  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  and  a  Uttle  nearer  to  the  works  of  the  enemy. 

July  3  and  until  noon  we  were  engaged  with  the  enemy.  At  noon  firing  was 
suspended  on  both  sides  by  reason  of  a  flag  of  truce  being  sent  forward,  presum- 
ably to  give  notice  of  the  bombardment  of  the  city. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  my  squadron  was  simply  superb. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded:  Killed— Troop  A,  Private 
John  H.  Smart;  Troop  B,  Corpl.  William  F.  Johnson.  Wounded — Troop  A,  First 
Lieut.  R.  L.  Livermore,  Second  Lieut.  F.  R.  McCoy,  Sergt.  Smith  Johnson 
Corpl.  Joseph  G.  Mitchell,  Trumpeter  Nathan  Wyatt,  Privates  William  A.' 
Cooper,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Wiley  Hipsher,  Richard  James,  Daniel  Blue.  AU 
July  1.  July  2,  Private  Luther  D.  Gould.  July  3,  William  H.  Brown  Troop 
B,  July  1,  Privates  John  Prim  and  William  Gregory;  July  3,  Second  Lieut 
Harry  O.  Wilhard.  Missing— Saddler  John  H.  Ubanks,  George  Berry,  and  Wil- 
liam Jackson.    Troop  E,  July  1,  Sergt.  WUliam  Payne,  Blacksmith  Lewis  L 
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Anderson;  Privates  Henry  McCormick,  Gilmore  Givens,  Hilly  Brown.  Troop  I, 
July  1,  First  Sergt.  Robert  Millbrown,  Sergt.  W.  Q.  Gunter,  Privates  Frank  D. 
Bennett,  Tbomton  Berkley,  Thomas  H.  Hardy,  Wesley  Jones,  Houston  Riddle. 
Missing — Private  John  F.  OMnn. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


S.  T.  NORVELL, 

Major,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  First  Squadron. 


Headquarters  First  United  States  Cavalry, 

In  camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  17, 1898. 

Adjutant-General  Cavalry  Division, 

Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  division  commander,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  the  action  of  July  1,  1898,  the  first  squadron  of  the  First  United  States 
Cavalry  was  commanded  by  Maj.  A.  G.  Forse,  of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry, 
until  about  5.15  p.m.,  when  he  was  killed  while  directing  the  fire  of  some  of  Us 
men.  Major  Forse  was  a  brave  and  competent  o£S.cer,  and  behaved  with  great 
gallantry  during  the  day.  The  squadron  was  composed  of  Troops  A;  B,  G,  K. 
Troop  A,  commanded  by  First  Lieut.  E.  S.  Wright,  Second  Lieut.  H.  C.  Smither; 
Troop  B,  Capt.  J.  G.  Galbraith,  Second  Lieut.  Charles  Saltzman;  Troop  G, 
Capt.  B.  P.  P.  Wainwright,  Second  Lieut.  W.  M.  Whitman;  Troop  K,  First 
Lieut.  J.  D.  L.  Hartman.  The  second  squadron,  commanded  by  CM)t.  H.  E. 
Tutherly,  was  composed  of  Troops  C,  E,  D,  I.  Troop  C,  commanded  by  First 
Lieut.  Milton  F.  Davis,  Second  Lieut.  R.  C.  Williams;  Troop  D,  First  Lieut.  C. 
Overton,  Second  Lieut.  H.  D.  Berkeley;  Troop  E,  Capt.  W.  C.  Brown,  First 
Lieut.  W.  H.  Osborne;  Troop  I,  First  Lieut.  G.  W.  Goode,  Second  Lieut.  N.  D. 
Kirkpatrick. 

At  the  very  opening  of  the  action  I  was  ordered  to  advance  through  a  dense 
thicket  with  wire  entanglements,  and  this,  together  with  the  fact  that  a  number 
of  other  regiments  were  already  in  my  front,  rendered  it  impossible  to  keep  any 
formation  and  led  to  a  general  mixing  up  of  all  the  commands,  thus  throwing  a 
number  of  the  troop  commanders  to  a  great  extent  upon  their  own  resources  and 
removing  them  from  my  personal  observation.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  these  ofScers 
that  in  every  case,  where  not  otherwise  ordered  by  superior  authority,  their  troops 
were  advanced  to  the  first  line  and  the  positions  held  during  the  engagement.  In 
these  efforts  the  troop  commanders  were  ably  assisted  by  the  other  troop  officers. 
Nothing  could  be  better  than  the  courage  and  dash  shown  by  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  regiment,  and  I  cheerfully  commend  them  to  such  favorable  notice  as  may 
be  deemed  proper  by  the  division  commander. 

To  the  above  list  I  would  add  the  names  of  First  Lieut.  P.  E.  Traub,  regimental 
adjutant,  and  Lieut.  J.  F.  R.  Landis,  acting  regimental  quartermaster. 

Chas.  D.  Viele, 
lAeutenant-Colonel  First  United  States  Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Camp  First  United  States  Cavalry, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  7, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  part  taken  by  First  United  States  Cavalry  in  action  of  July  1 ,  1898: 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  the  regiment  was  posted  as  a  support  to  Grimes's 
battery,  on  a  hill  near  El  Poso.  The  battery  opened  fire  at  6.35  a.  m.,  drawing  a 
severe  fire  from  a  Spanish  position  in  our  front.  About  10  a.  m.  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  move  out  by  the  right  flank,  following  the  First  United  States  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry.  Upon  reaching  the  Aguadores  River,  about  1  mile,  I  was 
ordered  to  change  direction  to  the  right  and  cross  the  creek.  Shortly  after  cross- 
ing the  regiment  was  halted  and  shortly  afterwards  moved  back  to  the  creek  in 
our  rear,  and  remained  in  this  position  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  I  received  orders 
to  move  forward.    Knowing  that  there  were  troops  in  advance,  I  went  forward 
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of  the  line  and  found  Captain  Kerr,  commanding  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry, 
and  from  him  learned  that  the  whole  ground  in  my  front  was  occupied,  and  so 
reported  to  the  brigade  commander,  Colonel  Wood,  but  was  ordered  to  continue 
the  movement.  The  squadron  under  command  of  Captain  Tutherly  was  then 
ordered  to  deploy  and  move  forward.  Major  Forse  was  directed  to  move  forward 
in  support,  but  from  what  I  can  learn  must  have  received  orders  from  some  other 
source  to  deploy  to  the  left,  as  this  was  the  last  I  saw  of  this  squadron  untU  even- 
ing. I  advanced  with  Captain  Tutherly's  squadron,  passing  through  the  Unes  of 
the  Third  and  Sixth  Cavalry  and  a  portion  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry;  in  fact,  all  of 
these  regiments,  with  a  portion  of  the  First  United  States  Volunteers,  were 
mixed  up  with  my  line,  the  brush  and  high  grass  making  it  impossible  to  keep 
any  formation.  The  only  thin^  that  I  could  keep  ia  view  was  the  red  roof  of  a 
building  in  my  front,  upon  which  I  was  ordered  to  advance.  The  mixed  com- 
mand pushed  forward  and,  emerging  from  the  wire  entanglements  and  brush, 
made  a  rush,  carrying  the  hill  and  position  in  our  front.  Shortly  after.  Cap- 
tain Tutherly  arrived  at  this  point,  and  I  directed  him  to  assemble  all  of  the  First 
Cavalry  men.  While  we  were  so  engaged.  General  Sumner  came  up  and  directed 
me  to  gather  all  the  men  on  that  portion  of  the  line  and  hold  the  position.  Out 
of  the  400  men  collected,  there  were  but  75  of  my  own  regiment.  I  was  kept  in 
this  position  until  about  7  o'clock  p.m.,  when  I  received  orders  to  join  part  of  the 
First  Squadron  that,  under  command  of  Captain  Wainwright,  were  on  the  ridge 
to  the  left  and  front  of  my  position. 

The  troops  engaged  were  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  G,  I,  and  K.  Maj.  A.  G.  Forse  was 
killed  about  5.15  p.  m.  Lieut.  A.  L.  Mills,  First  United  States  Cavalry,  captain 
and  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  wounded. 

The  loss  in  the  regiment  is  given  below: 

Maj.  A.  G.  Forse,  killed;  Lieut.  A.  L.  Mills,  wounded;  Troop  A,  1  kUled  and  5 
wounded;  Troop  B,  3  killed  and  10  wounded;  Troop  C,  4  wounded;  Troop  D,  3 
killed  and  8  wounded;  Troop  E,  5  wounded  and  1  missing;  Troop  G,  2  killed  and 
4  wounded;  Troop  I,  3  killed  and  8  wounded;  Troop  K,  1  killed  and  3  wounded. 
Total  enlisted,  12  killed,  47  wounded,  and  1  missing. 

Owing  to  the  conditions  given,  the  troops  were  fought  principally  by  the  troop 
commanders,  who,  from  all  that  I  can  learn,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  handled  their  men  and  took  advantage  of  natural  positions.  Sergt. 
William  Brittain,  Troop  G,  First  Cavalry,  regimental  standard  bearer,  deserves 
special  mention  for  personal  bravery  and  obedience  to  orders.  When  the  charge 
was  made  up  the  hall  in  our  front,  I  ordered  the  colors  to  foUow  me,  and  Ser- 
geant Brittain  rushed  fearlessly  to  the  front  and  planted  the  regimental  standard 
on  the  crest.  A  moment  later  he  was  shot  down  and  severely  wounded  while 
waving  the  standard  to  the  men  in  the  rear, 
very  respectfully, 

Chas.  D.  Viele, 
lAeutenant-Colonel  First  United  States  Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Headqtjakters  Second  Brigade  Cavalry  Division, 

Camp  Hamilton,  Cuba,  July  S2, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  Cavalry  Division. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  July  19  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  covering  the  operations  of  this  brigade  from  July  1  to  and 
including  the  surrender,  July  1 ": 

On  the  night  of  June  30  the  brigade  camped  at  El  Poso,  about  3  miles  east  of  San- 
tiago. Camp  was  broken  at  5  a.  m.  July  1,  and  at  about  6.30  a.  m.  Captain  Grimes's 
battery  opened  fire  on  the  blockhouse  on  the  San  Juan  Hill,  about  a  mile  east  of 
Santiago.  This  fire  was  promptly  replied  to  by  the  Spaniards.  This  brigade,  with 
therestof  the  army,  was  soon  put  in  march  toward  San  Juan,  the  leading  regiment 
of  the  brigade  being  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry.  After  proceeding  about  half 
way  to  the  San  Juan  Hill  the  leading  regiment  was  directed  to  change  direction  to 
the  right,  and  by  moving  up  the  creek  to  effect  a  junction  with  General  Lawton's 
division,  which  was  then  engaged  at  Caney,  about  1\  miles  toward  the  right,  but 
was  supposed  to  be  working  toward  our  right  fiank.  After  proceeding  in  this 
direction  about  half  a  mile  this  effort  to  connect  with  General  Lawton  was  given 
up,  and  the  First  and  Tenth  Cavalry  were  formed  for  attack  on  the  East  HiU  with 
the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  for  support.  During  this  attack  on  East  Hill, 
and  as  a  continuation  of  it,  the  attack  and  capture  of  the  next  range  of  hills 
by  assault,  the  entire  brigade  became  involved.    Due  to  therank  vegetation,  more 
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or  less  mixing  of  commands  took  place  at  this  time,  but  no  confusion  resulted,  as 
each,  soldier  acted  with  such  organization  as  he  found  himself  with  until  the  action 
was  over,  when  he  joined  his  proper  command.  Firingceased  atabout7.30  p.  m., 
and  our  men  threw  up  such  intrenchments  as  were  possible  during  the  night,  our 
position  being  on  the  commanding  crest  on  which  was  located  the  San  Juan  block- 
house, and  extending  westward  and  around  the  city  of  Santiago.  This  crest  com- 
manded the  remaimng  Spanish  intrenchments  and  also  the  city.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  July  3  firing  began,  and  by  half  past  5  it  was  general.  The  position 
of  the  two  armies  remained  the  same.    Firing  ceased  at  7.30  p.  m. 

During  the  night  several  changes  in  the  position  of  regiments  were  made,  which 
left  this  brigade  as  follows:  First  Cavalry  connecting  with  General  Chaffee's 
brigade  on  the  right;  Tenth  Cavalry  connecting  with  First  Cavalry,  and  First 
Volunteer  Cavalry  connecting  with  Tenth  Cavalry,  with  First  Brigade,  Cavalry 
Division,  on  the  left  of  First  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

During  the  night  the  trenches  were  extended  and  improved.  A  determined 
attack  on  our  lines  was  made  from  10  to  10.30  p.  m.,  but  was  repulsed.  Firing 
began  at  5.45  a.  m.  on  the  3d  and  continued  until  13  m.,  when  it  was  stopped  by 
order  of  General  Shafter,  and  flag  of  truce  sent  out.  Work  on  splinter  proofs 
began  at  1  p.  m.  and  continued  until  men  were  well  protected  in  this  respect. 
Sand  bags  also  distributed  and  utilized  on  trenches  and  approaches. 

Flag  of  truce  in  effect  on  July  4  and  5,  and  until  5  p.  m.  July  6.  No  firing 
between  this  hour  and  5  a.  m.  July  7,  when  another  flag  was  sent  out.  Until  4.30 
p.  m.  July  10  there  was  no  flring,  but  intrenchments  were  improved  and  extended. 
At  4.30  p.  m.  July  10  small  arms  and  artillery  firing  was  resumed  by  our  forces 
and  continued  until  7.15  p.  m.    Eeply  of  Spaniards  slow  and  ineffective. 

On  July  11  picket  firing  began  about  5.30  a.  m.  At  6  o'clock  it  was  general  and 
continued  until  1.05,  when  "cease  firing "  was  sounded. 

Truce  in  effect  July  13,  13,  and  until  13  m.  July  14,  when  attack  was  to  begin. 
News  of  surrender  received  before  hour  for  attack,  and  work  of  improving  intrench- 
ments suspended. 

July  15  and  16  quiet. 

Command  formed  on  July  17  at  trenches  to  witness  formal  surrender  of  General 
Toral's  forces. 

Leonabd  Wood, 
Brigadier-Qeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

In  Trenches  about  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  6, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Cavalry  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  headquarters  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  the  Second  Cav- 
alry Brigade  in  the  assault  on  the  works  to  the  east  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  the 
action  on  the  heights,  during  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  1st  of  July.  The  bri 
gade  was  composed  of  troops  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  and  I,  also  headquarters  and  band, 
of  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry,  under  command  Lieut.  Col.  T.  A.  Baldwin,  Tenth 
Cavalry;  troops  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  G,  I,  and  K,  First  United  States  Cavalry,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  D.  Viele,  First  Cavalry,  and  troops  A,  B,  D,  E,  F,  G, 
K,  and  L,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Theodore  Roosevelt,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry.  On  the  morning 
of  July  1, 1898,  the  brigade  was  camped  at  El  Poso,  about  3  miles  from  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  in  support  of  Grimes's  battery  of  artillery,  which  was  in  position  on  a 
ridge  just  above  the  old  sugar  mill.  Early  in  the  morning  we  received  orders  to 
prepare  for  a  move  to  the  front  in  support  of  a  move  which  Lawton's  division 
was  making  upon  Santiago  by  way  of  Caney.  At  7  a.  m.  Captain  Grimes's  bat- 
tery opened  fire  on  the  Spanish  works,  which  fire  was  rapidly  returned  by  Spanish 
artillery  using  smokeless  powder,  with  the  result  that  they  promptly  located  our 
position  by  the  clouds  of  smoke  from  our  guns  and  inflicted  quite  a  severe  loss 
upon  both  the  brigade  and  battery,  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  being  the  princi- 
pal sufferers.  The  brigade  moved  down  the  road  toward  Santiago  in  rear  of  the 
First  Cavalry  Brigade,  with  instructions  to  deploy  to  the  right  after  crossing  the 
San  Juan,  and  continue  to  extend  to  the  right,  reaching  out  toward  General  Law- 
ton's  left,  and  holding  ourselves  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade  as  a  support.  On 
reaching  the  stream  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  which  was  in  lead,  crossed  the 
stream  with  comparatively  slight  loss,  and  deployed  to  the  right  in  good  order, 
but  at  about  this  time  a  captive  balloon  was  lead  down  the  road  in  which  the 
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troops  were  massed,  and  finally  anchored  at  the  crossing  of  the  stream,  the 
approach  and  anchoring  of  this  baUoon  served  to  indicate  the  line  of  approach  of 
onr  troops  and  to  locate  the  ford,  and  the  result  was  a  terrific  converging  artillery 
and  rifle  fire  on  the  ford,  which  resulted  in  severe  loss  of  men. 

Under  this  fire  the  First  United  States  Cavalry  and  the  Tenth  United  States 
Cavalry  crossed  the  stream  and  deployed  to  the  right,  where  they  were  placed  in 
position  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  We  lay  in  this  position  some  time,  par- 
tially covered  by  small  rises  of  ground,  but,  generally  speaking,  esgosed  to  a 
heavy  dropping  fire  from  the  forts  and  blocfiiouses.  After  remaining  in  this 
position  for  about  one  hour  and  a  half  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  and  the 
brigade  advanced  in  as  good  order  as  possible,  but  more  or  less  broken  up  by  the 
masses  of  brush  and  heavy  grass  and  cactus,  passing  through  the  lines  of  the 
First  Brigade,  mingling  with  them,  and  charging  the  hill  in  conjunction  with 
these  troops,  as  well  as  some  few  infantry  who  had  extended  to  the  right.  Our 
first  objective  was  the  hill  with  a  smaU  red-roofed  house  on  it.  This  was  promptly 
taken,  and  after  short  delay  the  brigade  went  forward  to  the  right  of  the  main 
hill,  covered  with  heavy  intrenchments,  and  took  it  under  very  heavj  fire. 
Swinging  around  to  the  right  and  flanking  and  taking  the  angle  to  the  right  of 
the  hoi,  our  right  finally  rested  about  800  yards  to  the  right  of  the  road  passing 
into  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Here  we  held  on  under  heavy  fire  all  night,  the  enemy 
making  repeated  and  fierce  attempts  to  regain  Ms  lost  position  and  works.  The 
brigade  intienched  itself  as  best  it  could,  and  before  morning  had  covered  itself 
fairly  well.  All  during  the  3d  and  a  portion  of  the  3d  the  enemy  kept  up  a 
constant  fire  and  made  repeated  attempts  to  regain  his  lost  position  on  our  front. 

In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  brigade  as  a  whole,  I  can  only  say  that  it  was 
superb.  That  dismounted  cavalry  should  have  been  able  to  charge  regular 
infantry  in  strong  position,  supported  by  artillery  and  the  general  lay  of  the  land, 
seems  almost  incredible,  yet  this  is  exactly  what  the  Cavalry  Division  of  the  Fifth 
Army  Corps  did  in  this  fight,  passing  over  a  long:  zone  of  fire  and  charging  steep 
hills  topped  with  works  and  blockhouses.  Some  idea  of  the  severity  of  the  enemy's 
fire  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  of  the  five  officers  of  the  brigade  staff  four 
were  killed  and  wounded  and  one  exhausted  by  the  intense  heat. 

In  an  action  where  everyone  so  well  performed  his  full  duty  it  is  difficult  to 
select  cases  of  especial  merit.  I  desire,  however,  to  mention  the  following:  Lieut. 
W.  E.  Shipp,  brigade  quartermaster,  killed  while  leading  a  charge;  Capt.  M.  J. 
Heney,  shot  through  tiie  leg  while  delivering  an  order;  Capt.  A.  L.  Mills,  shot 
through  the  head  while  assembling  men  for  a  second  charge;  Lieut.  J.  H. 
Parker,  Thirteenth  United  States  InJantry,  for  marked  gaUanty  while  in  charge 
of  the  GatUng-gun  battery;  Lieut.  J.  B.  Hughes,  Tenth  Cavalry,  for  conspicuous 
bravery  in  handling  his  HotchMss  battery;  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  for 
conspicuous  gallantry  in  leading  a  charge  on  one  of  the  hills;  Sergt.  William 
Brittain,  Troop  G,  Fn-st  United  States  Cavalry,  for  great  gallantry  in  supporting 
and  waving  the  regimental  standard  to  encourage  and  lead  on  the  First  under 
heavy  fire,  he  having  been  wounded;  Cadet  E.  Haskell,  United  States  Military 
Academy,  for  gallantry  in  action,  coolness,  and  courage,  after  being  shot  through 
the  body. 

lieutenant-Colonel  Viele  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin  handled  their  regi- 
ments with  skill  and  courage,  and  by  their  example  encouraged  and  steadied  their 
men.  Major  Wint,  Tenth  Cavalry,  displayed  great  courage,  and  was  severely 
wounded  while  repelling  a  charge  on  our  front  during  the  night  of  the  1st  of  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  reports  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Viele, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Roosevelt;  also  reports  from 
one  of  the  surgeons  and  various  company  commanders  of  the  regiments  compris- 
ing the  brigade.  I  desire  also  to  invite  attention  to  the  coolness,  courage,  and 
gallantry  of  Capt.  Wm.  O.  O'NeU,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  MUed 
in  action.  Maj .  Webb  Hayes,  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  temporarily  on  duty 
with  the  brigade,  did  gallant  service;  was  cool  and  collected  undor  fire;  he  was 
slightly  wounded. 

The  brigade  took  into  action  75  officers  and  1,446  men,  and  lost  31  officers 
killed  and  wounded;  317  men  killed  and  wounded;  a  loss  of  38  per  cent  of  officers 
and  15  per  cent  of  enlisted  men. 

I  desire  also  to  state  that  Captain  McCormlck,  Seventh  United  States  Cavalry, 

on  temporary  duty  with  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  rendered  efficient  and  gallant 

service  during  the  action  until  finally  overcome  by  heat.    The  intense  heat  of  the 

day  and  almost  entire  absence  of  wind  added  much  to  the  difficxdty  of  the  work. 

Very  respectfully, 

Leonaed  Wood, 
Colonel  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Divi^on. 
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Headquaetbes  Fiest  U.  S.  Volunteee  Cavalry, 

In  Camp  at  Guasavas,  Cuba,  June  25, 1898. 
Brigadier-General  Young, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  at 
Guasavas,  about  9  miles  from  Santiago,  on  the  morning  of  June  34,  1898.  I  left 
camp  at  the  seacoast  at  5.40,  proceeding  by  trail  in  the  direction  of  the  town  of 
Ceverita.  On  reaching  the  top  of  the  mesa  an  advance  guard  was  thrown  out 
and  every  precaution  taken  against  surprise,  as  we  had  positive  information  that 
the  enemy  was  ahead  of  us  in  force.  The  character  of  the  country  was  such  that 
reconnoitering  was  extremely  difiBcult,  as  the  dense  growth  of  underbrush  ren- 
dered the  rapid  movement  of  flanking  parties  practically  impossible.  At  7.10  our 
advanced  point  discovered  what  they  believed  to  be  signs  of  the  immediate  presence 
of  the  enemy.  The  command  was  halted  and  the  troops  deployed  to  the  right  and 
left  in  open  skirmish  order  and  the  command  ordered  to  advance  carefully.  The 
firing  began  almost  immediately,  and  the  extent  of  firing  on  each  fla,nk  indicated 
that  we  had  encountered  a  very  heavy  force.  Two  additional  troops  were 
deployed  on  the  right  and  left,  thus  leaving  only  three  troops  in  reserve.  It  was 
soon  apparent  that  their  lines  were  overlapping  us  on  both  flanks.  Two  other 
troops  were  rapidly  deployed,  one  on  the  right  and  one  on  the  left,  which  gave  our 
line  a  length  about  equal  to  their  own.  The  firing  about  this  time  was  exceed- 
ingly heavy,  much  of  it  at  very  short  range,  but  on  account  of  the  heavy  under- 
growth comparatively  few  men  were  injured  at  this  time.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  Captain  Capron  was  mortally  wounded.  The  firing  on  his  immediate  front 
was  terrific.  The  remaining  troop  was  sent  to  the  front  and  the  order  given  to 
advance  very  slowly. 

Men  and  officers  behaved  splendidly  and  advanced,  slowly  forcing  back  the 
enemy  on  the  right  flank.  We  captured  a  small  blockhouse  and  drove  the  enemy 
out  of  a  very  strong  position  in  the  rocks.  We  were  now  able  to  distinguish  their 
line,  which  had  taken  a  new  position  about  800  or  1,000  yards  in  len^hand  about 
800  yards  in  front  of  us.  The  firing  was  exceedingly  heavy  here  again,  and  it  was 
here  that  we  had  a  good  many  men  wounded  and  several  oficers.  Our  men  con- 
tinued to  advance  in  very  good  order  and  steadily  forced  the  Spanish  line  back. 

We  now  began  to  get  a  heavy  fire  from  a  ridge  on  our  right,  which  enfiladed 
our  line.  This  ridge  was  the  position  which  was  being  attacked  by  two  squadrons 
of  the  regular  cavalry,  and  was  held  in  very  strong  force  by  the  Spanish  in  small 
rock  forts  along  its  entire  length,  supported  by  two  machine  guns. 

Having  cleared  our  right  flank,  we  were  able  to  pay  some  attention  to  the  Span- 
ish on  the  above-mentioned  ridge,  and  centered  upon  it  the  flre  of  two  troops. 
This  fire,  with  the  attacking  force  on  the  other  side,  soon  completed  the  evacua- 
tion of  this  end  of  the  ridge,  and  the  regular  assault  completed  the  evacuation 
along  the  entire  length  of  the  ridge.  Of  the  Spaniards  who  retreated  from  the 
ridge  some  few  fell  into  line,  but  apparently  only  remained  there  a  moment,  when 
large  masses  of  them  were  seen  to  retreat  rapidly,  and  we  were  able  to  distinguish 
parties  carrying  litters  of  wounded  men. 

At  this  time  my  detached  troop  had  moved  out  to  the  left  to  take  the  right  end 
of  the  Spanish  line  in  flank.  This  was  successfully  accomplished,  and  as  soon  as 
this  troop  gained  its  position  "  Cease  flring  and  advance  "  was  ordered.  Our  men 
advanced  within  300  yatds  of  the  enemy,  when  we  again  opened  heavy  fire.  The 
Spanish  broke  under  this  fire  and  retreated  rapidly.  We  advanced  to  the  last 
position  held  by  them  and  halted,  having  estabUshed  before  this  a  connection  on 
our  right  with  the  regular  troops,  who  had  successfully  carried  the  ridge  before 
mentioned.    This  left  us  in  complete  possession  of  the  entire  Spanish  position. 

Our  troops  were  too  much  exhausted  and  overcome  with  heat  and  hard  work  of 
the  two  preceding  days  to  continue  the  pursuit.  Had  we  had  any  mounted  men 
or  even  fresh  foot  troops,  I  think  we  could  have  captured  a  large  portion  of  their 
force,  as  they  seemed  completely  disheartened  and  dispirited. 

About  thirty  minutes  after  the  firing  had  ceased  three  troops  of  the  Ninth 
United  States  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Dimmick,  reported  to  me,  and  I  advanced 
them,  forming  a  heavy  line  of  outposts,  covering  our  entire  front,  at  a  distance 
of  about  800  yards  from  our  Une.  About  two  hours  after  the  fight  was  over  a 
number  of  Cubans  came  up  and  made  a  short  reconnoissance  as  far  as  Cevitas, 
and  reported  that  the  Spanish  had  apparently  fled  into  Santiago,  as  they  found  no 
evidence  of  them.  They  reported  a  quantity  of  blood  along  the  trail  and  a  quan- 
tity of  abandoned  equipments  and  every  evidence  of  a  complete  route  from  the 
point  of  their  break  in  our  front  to  the  above-mentioned  town,  Cevitas. 

In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  I  can  only  say  that  one  and  aH 
behaved  splendidly.    Captain  Capron  died  shortly  after  the  termination  of  the 
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fight.  I  can  not  sajr  enough  in  commendation  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  this  offl- 
cer.  His  troop  was  in  advance  and  met  the  enemy  in  very  heavy  force  and  resisted 
them  and  drove  them  back,  and  it  was  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  that  the 
captain  was  mortally  wounded.  The  service  he  performed  prior  to  his  death  and 
the  work  of  his  troop  subsequently  to  it  was  or  the  very  greatest  value  in  con- 
tributing to  the  success  of  this  engagement.  Captain  Capron's  loss  is  an  irrep- 
arable one  to  this  regiment.  Major  Brodie  was  shot  through  the  arm  while  on 
the  firing  line.  Captain  McCUntock  had  both  bones  of  his  leg  broken,  also  on  the 
firing  line.  Lieutenant  Thomas,  Captain  Capron's  first  lieutenant,  was  shot 
shortly  after  the  fall  of  Captain  Capron. 

We  found  no  wounded  Spaniards,  but  all  along  the  line  we  found  their  aban- 
doned equipments,  and  there  is  every  evidence  of  a  large  number  of  wounded. 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  we  have  discovered  in  the  neighborhood  of  40  dead 
Spaniards.  There  may  be  some  mistake  in  the  figures,  owing  to  the  jungle  char- 
acter of  the  country,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  careful  search  will  reveal  many 
more.  Mi-.  Marshall,  of  the  New  York  Journal,  was  shot  through  the  spine  while 
on  the  firing  line  witnessing  the  action.  His  conduct  was  extremely  courageous. 
The  First  Squadron  was  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt 
and  the  Second  tmder  Maj.  Alex.  O.  Brodie.  Both  of  these  oflflcers  deserve  great 
credit  for  the  intelligence  and  courage  vrith  which  they  handled  their  men. 

In  this  particular  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  this  remark  would  apply  to  all  ofiB.cers. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  gallant  and  effective  services  of  Cap- 
tain McCormick,  Seventh  Cavalry,  attached  to  my  regiment,  for  any  duty  to  which 
I  might  assign  him,  also  of  Captain  Rivers  and  Lieutenant  Smedberg,  of  your 
staff,  whose  services  were  of  the  greatest  value  and  performed  under  heavy  fire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leonard  Wood, 
Commanding  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Of  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

P.  S, — Richard  Harding  Davis  was  with  Colonel  Roosevelt  during  almost  the 
entire  action. 


Headquakters  First  United  States  Cavalry, 

Camp  Hamilton,  Cuba,  July  SO,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Cavalry  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  proper  military  channels.) 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  con- 
cerning the  operations  of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry  from  July  1  until  July 
17, 1898,  the  date  of  the  surrender  of  General  Toral.  Appended  will  be  found  the 
list  of  kiUed  and  wounded,  with  the  date  of  the  casualty. 

Concerning  the  battle  of  July  1,  I  would  respectfully  invite  attention  to  my 
report  of  July  7  and  my  supplementary  report  called  for  by  the  division  com- 
mander. 

UntU  the  evening  of  July  3  the  portion  of  the  regiment  I  had  with  me  remained 
near  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  which  the  San  Juan  blockhouse  or  fort  was  located, 
the  troops  obtaining  a  much-needed  rest.  In  the  evening  the  regiment  was 
assembled  and  I  was  ordered  to  move  in  the  interval  between  the  First  United 
States  Volunteer  Cavalry  on  the  left  and  General  Chaffee's  brigade  on  the  right. 
Shortly  after  taking  position  the  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry  came  in  on  my  left, 
my  right  resting  on  the  Santiago  road.  During  the  day  two  privates  were 
wounded.    (See  appendix.) 

July  3  the  regiment  threw  up  intrenchments.  Until  noon  of  this  day  and  on 
the  preceding  day  the  fixe  of  the  Spaniards  had  been  almost  constant.  It  was 
replied  to  when  deemed  necessary,  one  private  being  wounded.    (See  appendix.) 

Until  July  10,  at  4.30  p.  m.,  and  from  1  p.  m.  July  11  until  surrender,  the  regi- 
ment performed  the  usual  duties  in  the  trenches. 

During  the  bombardment  of  Santiago  July  10  and  11  there  were  no  casualties. 

The  officers  and  the  enlisted  men  cheerfully  performed  all  the  duties  required  of 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  D.  Viele, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  First  United  States  Cavalry,  Commanding  Begiment, 
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Camp  near  Sbvilla,  Cuba, 

June  27, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 
(Througn  military  channels.) 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  the  aera- 
tions of  Troo^  A,  First  United  States  Cavalry,  in  the  engagement  with  the  Span- 
ish near  Guasimas,  on  the  34th  instant: 

While  the  troop  was  forming,  after  filling  canteens  at  the  little  creek,  the  bri- 
gade commander  ordered  me  to  advance,  with  one  platoon  thrown  out  as  skir- 
mishers, upon  a  i)osition  to  be  indicated  by  Captain  MiUs,  and  directed  me  at 
once  to  Captain  Mills,  who  stood  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  road,  near  the  corner 
of  a  small  inclosure.  He  indicated  a  hill  800  to  1,000  yards  distant  in  the  same 
general  direction  as  the  road,  telling  me  to  extend  my  skirmish  line  from  the  road 
toward  the  right,  and  that  Captain  Galbraith's  Troop  B  was  on  the  left  of  the 
road.  The  head  of  my  troop  came  up  under  cover,  and  at  the  same  moment 
Colonel  Bell  came  up  and,  with  a  caution  to  keep  under  cover,  told  me  to  make 
the  deployment  and  move  forward.  I  detached  the  first  platoon  under  Lieutenant 
Smither,  who  promptly  formed  his  skirmish  line  and  began  the  advance.  Almost 
immediately  he  received  a  volley  in  his  front,  followed  by  several  volleys  in  quick 
succession.  He  continued  his  advance,  replying  with  a  volley  after  the  third  or 
fourth  from  the  enemy.  The  second  platoon  followed  in  line  of  squads,  each 
leader  moving  in  such  formation  as  was  most  favorable  to  concealment. 

The  troop  moved  steadily  upon  the  hill  and  ascended  it,  the  firing  line  deliver- 
ing its  fire  u^on  the  crest.  This  line  crossed  the  crest  at  the  right  of  the  enemy's 
line  on  the  mil.  Captain  Wainwright's  Troop  G  extending  our  line  to  the  right. 

The  second  line  coming  up  to  support  the  left  crossed  through  dense  Spanish 
bayonet  and  over  the  rocks  at  the  point  of  the  hill.  The  enemy's  fire  from  the 
crest  ceased  suddenly.  The  first  platoon  pushed  on  to  the  next  high  crest  in  time 
to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  running  away  in  disorder.  The  second  platoon  in 
descending  beyond  the  first  crest  got  into  impenetrable  Spanish  bayonet  and  had 
to  climb  back  up  out  of  it.  I  led  it  down  into  the  ravine  and  down  the  ravine  to 
the  left  to  the  road  and  along  the  road  to  the  line  occupied  by  Colonel  Wood's 
First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  connecting  with  the  left  of  my  first  platoon.  Colonel 
Wood  had  stopped  the  firing  of  the  whole  line. 

The  troop  went  into  action  with  instructions  to  fire  deliberately  and  to  fire  only 
at  the  visible  enemy.  These  instructions  were  carried  out.  The  whole  troop 
was  almost  constantly  under  fire,  and  the  advance  was  up  a  steep  slope  impeded 
by  thick  underbrush,  high  grass,  rocks,  and  Spanish  bayonet.  One  hundred  and 
fifty-two  shots  were  fired  hy  the  troopers  of  Lieutenant  Smither's  platoon,  the 
numbers  fired  by  individual  men  varying  greatly  according  to  their  opportunities 
for  effective  fire.  His  volleys  were  delivered  by  such  men  as  could  see  the 
enemy.  No  firing  was  done  by  the  second  platoon  (First  Sergeant  Fulton), 
which  advanced  close  behind  the  firing  line  nearly  to  the  crest  of  the  hill. 

So  far  as  it  was  possible  for  me  to  observe  the  troopers  individually,  they  kept 
their  heads  and  strove  to  do  effective  work,  and  showed  considerable  endurance, 
most  of  them  carrying  their  entire  equipment  through  to  the  end. 

Lieutenant  Smither's  conduct  of  his  platoon,  which  was  advanced  directly 
upon  the  strongest  part  of  the  enemy's  defense,  was  in  every  way  commendable. 
He  held  his  line  well  in  hand,  preceded  his  men  at  times  in  order  to  direct  them 
better,  exercised  good  judgment  in  the  control  of  their  fire,  and  by  word  and 
example  encouraged  them  when  they  were  nearly  exhausted  from  fatigue.  Lieu- 
tenant Smither's  separate  report  of  the  operation  of  his  platoon,  hereto  attached, 
is  made  a  part  of  this  report. 

KespectfuUy,  E.  S.  Wright, 

First  Lieutenant,  First  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  A. 


In  the  Field,  near  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

June  27, 1898. 
The  Adjutant,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  verbal  instructions  of  this  date  I  report  as  follows  relative 
to  the  affair  of  June  34  with  the  Spaniards  at  La  Guasimas: 

Shortly  after  the  Hotchkiss  guns,  under  Captain  Watson's  direction,  opened 
fii-e  upon  the  Spanish  position  and  the  squadron  of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry 
had  been  deployed  in  front  of  the  works  occupied  by  them,  I  was  directed  to  take 
my  troop  (A,  Tenth  Cavalry)  and  proceed  to  the  left  of  Captain  Galbraith's  troop 
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of  the  First  Cavalry,  which  was  on  the  left  of  the  First  Cavalry  squadron,  and 
support  him.  This  I  immediately  proceeded  to  do.  I  found  Captain  Galbraith's 
troop,  and  after  a  short  consultation  with  him  extended  his  line  with  my  troop 
and  pushed  the  line  parallel  to  the  hill  upon  which  the  Spaniards  were  located. 
The  First  Cavalry  squadron  was  pushing  its  line  forward  in  their  front.  I  judged 
this  by  their  firing.  My  line  was  at  a  right  angle,  approximately,  to  that  of  the 
First  Cavalry  as  I  proceeded  on  the  extension  of  Galbraith's  Hne. 

Finding  that  the  hill  to  the  south  of  that  upon  which  the  Spaniards  were  located 
was,  in  my  judgment,  too  far  for  effective  carbine  firing,  I  moved  steadily  on, 
deflecting  to  the  right,  and  proceeded  on  the  southern  slope  of  the  hill  upon 
which  the  Spaniards  were  intrenched,  nearly  reaching  the  summit,  when  I  dis- 
covered the  First  United  States  Volunteers  on  my  left  and  communicated  with 
them,  stating  what  troop  I  commanded.  This  made  the  line  continuous  from 
the  right  of  the  First  United  States  Cavalry  squadron  to  the  left  of  the  First  United 
States  Volunteers.  I  continued  my  line  of  march  until  I  reached  the  summit  of 
the  hill  upon  which  the  Spaniards  were  intrenched,  to  the  south  and  west  of  their 
works.  I  sent  Lieutenant  McCoy,  of  my  troop,  along  the  ridge  to  discover  if  the 
Spaniards  stiU  occupied  their  works.    He  returned,  reporting  that  they  had  left. 

Wliile  I  was  proceeding  as  above  stated  I  heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  in 
which  I  was  pushing,  which  I  ascertained  afterwards  was  the  firing  occasioned  by 
the  attack  of  the  First  United  States  Volunteers  upon  the  Spaniards  in  their  front. 

During  my  entire  march  I  received  the  fire  from  the  enemy  at  times,  but  could 
not  see  him,  and  reached  the  point  at  which  I  was  aiming  to  intercept  the  Span- 
iards on  their  retreat  but  a  few  moments  after  they  had  fled. 

The  side  of  thehiU  was  extremely  rough,  covered  with  Spanish  daggers,  dense 
chaparral  of  all  kinds,  and  rocky,  making  it  impossible  to  see  for  any  distance. 

After  receiving  Mr.  McCoy's  report  I  crossed  the  summit  of  the  Mil  and  marched 
down  the  north  side,  thus  completely  covering  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Span- 
iards in  our  immediate  front. 

I  found  toward  the  eastern  part  of  the  summit  a  wounded  man  of  B  troop. 
Tenth  Cavalry,  and  a  number  of  stragglers  from  the  First  Cavalry,  and  troops  of 
the  Tenth  Cavalry,  whom  I  brought  in. 

I  will  add  that  the  enlisted  men  of  A  troop.  Tenth  Cavalry,  behaved  well, 
silently  and  alertly  obeying  orders,  and  without  becoming  excited  when  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  reached  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Beck, 
•   Captain,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  A. 


Camp  near  Sevilla,  Cuba, 

June  S7,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 
(Through  proper  military  channels.) 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Troop 
K,  First  Cavalry,  in  the  action  or  engagement  at  Guasimas,  near  Sevilla,  Cuba, 
on  June  24,  1898.  Inasmuch  as  I  was  not  present  with  the  troop  during  the 
engagement  this  information  can  not  be  given  from  my  personal  knowledge,  but 
it  was  furnished  to  me  by  regimental  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers  of  the 
troop  who  were  present  in  the  engagement. 

When  arriving  at  the  creek  just  in  rear  of  opening  of  engagement  information 
was  given  by  Cubans  that  Spanish  soldiers  were  in  front.  The  troop,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Thos.  T.  Knox,  First  Cavalry,  moved  up  cautiously  and  took  the 
skirmish  order,  lying  down  about  200  yards  beyond  the  creek,  on  right  side  of  and 
perpendicular  to  the  road.  At  this  point  voUeys  were  received  from  Spanish  sol- 
diers from  points  on  and  about  sunken  road,  at  a  range  of  about  200  or  250  yards. 
Privates  Emil  Bjork  and  Jack  Berlin  were  killed  at  this  point  at  about  8  o'clock 
a.  m.  Troop  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Knox  to  crawl  over  to  the  other  side  of 
the  road  and  there  take  a  position  behind  some  natural  cover.  Private  Pet,er  H. 
Dix  was  killed  in  the  road  while  crossing  over  to  left  side.  Here  orders  were  given 
to  "fire  at  will"  while  in  this  position,  troop  lying  down.  At  this  stage  Capt. 
Thomas  T.  Knox,  First  Cavalry,  commanding  troop.  First  Sergt.  Thomas  Ryan, 
chief  of  second  platoon,  Corpl.  Alex.  Slennoc,  acting  sergeant-major,  First.  Lieut. 
Geo.  L.  Byram,  adjutant,  and  Col.  Jas.  M.  Bell,  First  Cavalry,  commanding  first 
squadron,  were  wounded.  Corporal  Slennoc  died  shortly  afterwards.  Gen. 
S.  B.  M.  Young,  commanding  brigade,  here  ordered  one  squad  to  move  into  the 
bushes  to  left  and  front  of  Hotchkiss  battery,  under  command  of  Captain  Watson 
Tenth  Cavalry,  in  order  to  protect  the  battery.  ' 
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First  Lieut.  Geo.  L.  Byi-am,  First  Cavalry,  after  having  had  his  vf^ound  dressed, 
moved  up  to  this  troop  and  attempted  to  assume  command  of  the  troop,  but  was 
so  weak  that  he  staggered  and  fell,  and  then  Capt.  A.  L.  Mills,  First  Cavalry, 
United  States  Volunteers,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade,  came  by. 
Sergeant  Swift,  commanding  first  platoon,  here  reported  to  him  that  the  troop  was 
without  any  offlcer,  and  was  told  by  Captain  Mills  to  hold  the  position  then  held 
and  that  he  would  be  back  soon.  Capt.  Mills  then  returned  shortly  afterwards 
and  ordered  Sergeant  Swift  to  cross  over  to  right  side  of  road  and  attempt  to  con- 
nect with  Q-  Troop,  on  right  of  K  Troop.  Private  Gustav  Kolbe  was  killed  at 
this  point.  No  juncture  could  be  formed  with  G  Troop  because  of  jungle  of 
Spanish  daggers  (cactus) .  In  obedience  to  orders  of  brigade  commander.  Captain 
MiUs  then  gathered  all  men  of  both  First  and  Tenth  Cavalry  who  had  become 
detached  from  their  commands,  due  to  the  dense  jungle  of  underbrush,  in  all 
about  70  or  75  men,  and  moved  up  road  toward  the  Spanish  position  on  the  hiU, 
and  then  held  them  in  a  ravine  about  half  way  up  the  hill  as  a  support,  and  bo 
reported  the  party  to  squadron  commander,  so  that  they  could  be  sent  where 
needed.  The  party  was  here  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  "Williard,  Tenth  Cavalry, 
who  took  it  up  the  hill,  where  the  entire  detachment  remained  about  four  hours. 
There  was  no  further  combat  after  the  command  of  this  detachment  was  turned 
over  to  Lieutenant  Williard. 

During  the  engagement  Lieutenant  Saltzman,  of  Troop  B,  First  Cavalry,  was 
ordered  by  the  brigade  commander  to  move  the  squad  supporting  the  Hotchkiss 
battery  to  report  to  Captain  Galbraith,  First  Cavalry,  commanding  B  Troop, and 
this  was  done. 

Strength  of  troop  in  action,  1  commissioned  ofBcer  and  64  enlisted  men. 

Elled  in  action,  5  enlisted  men,  viz,  Corporal  Sleemoo,  Privates  Berlin,  Bjork, 
Dix,  and  Kolbe. 

Wounded  in  action.  Captain  Knox  and  First  Lieutenant  Byram  and  First 
Sergeant  Ryan. 

Overcome  by  heat.  Privates  Ephraim  J.  Nix  and  James  W.  Price. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  D.  L.  Habtman, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  K. 


The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
Troop  I,  Tenth  Cavalry,  under  my  command,  in  the  action  of  the  34th  of  June: 

Strength  of  troop:  Officers — First  Lieut.  R.  J.  Fleming,  Tenth  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Troop  I;  Second  Lieut.  A.  M.  Miller,  Tenth  Cavalry.  Enlisted  men- 
Sergeants,  7;  corporals,  6;  privates,  37;  total,  50.    Aggregate,  53. 

The  troop  was  on  road  leading  out  into  open  space  where  action  commenced, 
and  was  the  third  troop  in  the  Tenth  Cavalry  squadron.  In  this  position  the 
troop  was  well  protected  by  high  banks  on  either  side  of  road.  I  heard  an  order 
from  the  brigade  commander  to  the  squadron  commander.  Major  Norvell,  to  send 
forward  two  troops  of  the  Tenth.  Not  knowing  that  Captain  Beck's  troop  had 
already  gone  forward,  I  did  not  immediately  move  out,  until  B  Troop,  in  my 
front,  had  gone  about  30  yards.  Then  the  squadron  commander  informed  me 
that  I  should  also  go  forward.  I  moved  out,  with  troop  inclined  to  the  right,  into 
the  thick  underbrush  on  right  of  road,  then  moved  forward  until  left  of  my  troop 
rested  against  old  fence  where  the  hospital  was  afterwards  placed.  In  this  move- 
ment to  the  right  I  passed  beyond  B  Troop,  which  I  found  posted  just  as  I  entered 
woods  on  right  of  road.  This  troop,  as  we  moved  forward,  inclined  to  the  right, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  action  was  on  my  right.  Up  to  this  time  I  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  enemy. 

While  the  troop  was  in  this  position,  with  left  against  wooden  fence,  I  moved 
out  into  the  open  space  on  the  left  and  met  Major  Bell,  First  Cavalry,  who  informed 
me  that  the  First  Cavalry  was  in  front  of  my  left  and  cautioned  me  not  to  fire  to 
the  front.  By  this  time  I  discovered  that  the  enemy  was  posted  on  the  high  ridge 
immediately  in  front  and  to  the  right.  I  moved  back  to  the  troop,  moved  them 
to  the  right  so  as  to  uncover  the  First  Cavalry  as  much  as  possible,  and  then 
moved  directly  for  the  hill,  seeking  cover  wherever  possible,  and  advancing  on 
the  run  across  open  spaces.  On  account  of  not  knowing  the  position  of  First 
Cavalry  my  men  were  cautioned  not  to  fire  unless  by  order  of  an  officer.  After 
arriving  at  the  steep  part  of  ridge  the  ascent  was  very  difficult.  The  under- 
brush vjfas  impenetrable  in  most  places,  the  side  of  the  ridge  being  covered,  in 
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addition,  by  a  thick,  prickly  weed,  through  which  paths  had  always  to  be  cut  with 
knives  and  sabers. 

In  only  two  cases  did  I  see  any  of  the  enemy,  when  I  allowed  part  of  my  men 
to  halt  and  fire;  but  with  these  two  exceptions  we  advanced  steadily,  as  the  cover 
was  perfect.  The  advance,  however,  was  very  slow,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
getting  through.  Just  before  we  struck  the  first  fortification  of  the  Spaniards 
the  left  of  my  line  caught  up  with  the  right  of  Captain  Wainwright's  troop  of  the 
First,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Whitman,  who  reached  the  top  of  the  hill 
immediately  before  my  troop.  I  passed  along  the  top  of  the  ridge  until  I  reached 
the  descent  on  the  other  end.  The  detachment  of  First  Cavalry  passed  down  and 
joined  the  troop,  and  I  posted  outposts  05  the  ridge  in  order  to  protect  the  right 
of  our  line  in  the  valley  below. 

Shortly  after  Colonel  Wood,  of  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  came  to  my  posi- 
tion and  ordered  me  to  establish  outposts.  When  he  learned  I  had  already  done 
so  he  told  me  to  remain  until  relieved.  I  was  relieved  shortly  after,  but  remained 
in  position  until  3.30  p.  m.,  when  I  marched  back  to  camp. 

Three  men  (privates)  were  wounded  in  troop,  all  whUe  in  position  near  wooden 
fence  at  commencement  of  advance. 

Wounded — KeUey  Mayberry,  Amos  B.  Beed,  sent  to  hospital  ship;  Wesley 
Jones,  shot  in  hand,  but  remained  during  the  fight;  slight  wound. 

The  entire  troop  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  obeyed  every  order.  Owing 
to  the  underbrush  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  see  but  very  few  men  at  a  time, 
but  as  they  all  arrived  on  the  crest  about  the  time  I  did,  or  shortly  after,  they 
certainly  advanced  steadily. 

I  would  especially  like  to  mention  the  conduct  of  three  men  who  were  under 
my  personal  observation:  Farrier  Sherman  Harris,  for  unusual  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry. He  kept  constantly  in  advance  and  picked  out  the  best  cover  for  the  men 
in  his  immediate  rear.  Wagoner  John  Boland,  for  coolness  in  action.  I  think  he 
killed  the  Spaniard  found  on  crest,  as  we  could  see  one  man  standing  behind  tree 
about  400  yards  from  us,  and  Boland  coolly  fixed  his  sight  and  took  careful  aim 
and  fired,  although  the  bullets  were  falling  very  thickly  around  us,  as  the  enemy 
had  apparently  discovered  our  position.  Immediately  after  he  fired  the  Spaniard 
either  jumped  or  fell,  but  he  looked  as  though  he  fell.  Boland  remained  there 
until  the  firing  ceased.  Private  Elsie  Jones,  for  unusual  coolness  and  gallantry. 
He  has  been  only  two  months  in  the  service,  but  behaved  like  a  veteran.  I  would 
also  like  to  mention  the  conduct  of  Second  Lieut.  A.  M.  MUler,  of  my  troop.  He 
displayed  great  coolness  and  gallantry  and  used  the  best  judgment  in  directing 
the  movements  of  the  men  under  his  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

R.  J.  Fleming, 
First  lAeutenant,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop. 


Camp  near  Sevilla,  Cuba,  June  27, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Young's  Cavalry  Brigade. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  report  of  operations  of  Troop  B,  First  Cavalry, 
in  action  of  June  34, 1898.  Reference  is  invited  to  rough  sketches,  numbered  1 
and  2. 

B  Troop  left  the  road  at  the  creek  crossing  and  marched  in  single  file  up  the 
bed  of  the  creek.  As  soon  as  rear  of  troop  had  left  the  road,  halted  troop  tmiil  K, 
following  road,  was  across  creek,  then  resumed  march  up  creek.  Could  see  noth- 
ing on  account  of  dense  foliage  both  sides.  Lieutenant  Saltzman  with  12  men  was 
in  the  lead;  then  followed  the  captain,  leading  remainder  of  troop.  Believe  that 
K  Troop  kept  approximately  abreast  of  B  until  fired  upon  almost  simultaneously 
from  ambush  near  blue  gate  on  sunken  road.  Both  troops  were  also  subjected  to 
fire  from  top  of  hUl,  about  800  yards.  The  Spanish  at  cemetery  used  rapid  fire  on 
B  Troop  and  we  had  to  lie  low;  could  see  nothing. 

Second  stage. — Moved  with  three  squads  by  the  left  flank  toward  clearing,  hop- 
ing to  see,  and  to  get  higher  ground  to  fire  from. 

Detached  Saltzman  with  one  squad  and  placed  him  in  high  grass  across  creek 
to  watch  cemetery.  While  the  three  squads  were  in  this  clearing  a  hail  of  bullets 
passed  over  our  heads  from  an  unexpected  direction.  I  believed  it  was  from 
Cubans  firing  toward  the  Spanish.  I  could  not  see  them,  but  shouted  that  these 
were  United  States  troops,  and  had  trumpeter  sound  "Cease  firing."  This 
appeared  to  have  desired  effect,  but  attracted  Spanish  fire  from  near  cemetery. 
Beck's  troop  passed  up  creek  between  Saltzman  and  me. 
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Third  stage. — Fire  from  cemetery  lulled,  and  I  led  B  Troop  up  steep  incline  to 

Bound  Top.    While  crossing  clear  ground  near  summit  was  subjected  to  volleys 

.  from  point  marked  F,  andnad  two  men  hit,  one  of  whom  died  after  the  third 

wound.    Lieutenant  Saltzman  joiaed  me  with  a  detachment  of  B  and  K,  and  the 

action  ended. 

Lieatenant  Saltzman's  squad,  while  detached,  had  one  man  wounded  hy  volley 
from  cemetery. 

The  casualties  were:  Private  Otto  Krupp,  killed;  Private  William  RUey, 
wounded;  Private  Joseph  Dole,  wounded. 

All  members  of  the  command  behaved  well.  In  critical  situations,  subjected 
to  severe  fire  without  opportunity  for  a^jy  effective  reply,  they  were  at  no  time 
out  of  control. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Galbraith, 
Captain,  First  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  B. 
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Third  Stage. 


Camp  Tenth  Cavalry, 
Near  Santigo  de  Cuba,  June  S8, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-Geneeal, 

Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  connection  with  the  action  that  took  place  on  the  34th  instant  at  La 
Guasimas  "between  troops  of  the  brigade  and  Spaniards,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following,  to  accompany  the  reports  of  the  troop  commanders  of  the  first 
sqnadron,  Tenth  Cavalry: 

The  reports  referred  to  cover  the  part  taken  by  each  organization,  and  attention 
is  respectfully  invited  to  the  same. 

As  the  fight  took  place  under  the  eyes  and  direction  of  the  brigade  commander, 
I  will  only  testify  to  the  good  and  brave  conduct  of  every  officer  and  enlisted  man 
belonging  to  the  four  troops  of  the  first  squadron,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

The  designations  of  the  troops,  together  with  the  names  of  the  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  same,  who  took  part  in  the  action,  are  as  follows; 

Troop  A— Capt.  William  H.  Beck  and  Second  Lieut.  F.  R.  McCoy. 
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Troop  B— Capt.  J.  "W.  Watson  and  Second  Lieut.  H.  O.  Williard. 
Troop  E — Capt.  C.  G.  Ayres  and  Second  Lieut.  George  Vidmer. 
Troop  I — First  Lieut.  R.  J.  Flemming  and  Second  Lieut.  A.  M.  Miller. 
Attached  to  the  squadron  as  medical  officer  was  First  Lieut.  L.  A.  Fuller, 
assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  T.  Norvell, 

Major,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  First  Squadron. 


Camp  Squadron  First  Cavalry,  June  S5, 1898. 
The  Adjittant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

(Through  Headquarters  First  Cavalry.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  Troop 
G,  First  Cavalry,  during  the  engagement  of  the  34th  instant: 

The  troop  under  my  command — First  Lieut.  Peter  E.  Traub,  and  Second  Lieut. 
W.  M.  Whitman,  First  Cavalry,  and  63  enlisted  men,  being  part  of  the  first  squad- 
ron. First  Cavalry — i-eached  Guasimas,  where  the  enemy  was  first  discovered,  at 
about  7.15  a.  m.  on  the  24th. 

After  getting  water  for  the  men,  I  was  ordered  by  the  brigade  commander  to 
move  the  troop  off  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  position  of  the  Hotchkiss  guns,  and 
to  take  up  a  position  connecting  with  Troop  A,  First  Cavalry  (Wright's)  and  to 
select  and  hold  a  position  affording  cover  for  the  men.  I  moved  my  troop  as 
directed;  but  not  being  in  a  position  where  I  could  get  any  fire  on  the  enemy,  I 
moved  again  in  column  of  troopers  by  the  right  flank.  Continuing  to  move  in 
this  direction  I  soon  found  myself  on  the  right  of  Troop  A,  having  passed  by  its 
rear. 

On  entering  the  engagement,  at  7.45  a.  m. ,  Troop  A  was  on  my  right  and  Troop 
K  (Knox's)  deployed  perpendicular  to  the  road,  and  partially  in  my  front,  when  I 
faced  the  enemy.  I  found  it  necessary,  on  account  of  heavy  timber  and  under- 
brush, to  continue  this  movement  by  the  right  flank  for  between  200  and  300  yards, 
when,  having  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  good  view,  I  formed  the  troop  in  line 
of  skirmishers  and  immediately  commenced  the  advance  on  the  enemy,  who  occu- 
pied a  strong  position  on  top  of  the  ridge.  Observing  that  the  enemy  was  retiring 
along  the  ridge  in  the  direction  of  my  right  flank,  1  determined  to  move  in  the 
same  direction  and  ascend  the  hill  at  the  first  favorable  opportunity.  This  I  did, 
moving  directly  toward  the  position  which  the  Spaniards  occupied,  and  which 
proved  to  be  along  the  ridge  and  in  several  stone  barricades.  I  commenced  firing 
volleys  by  platoons  immediately  after  my  first  advance  in  skirmish  line,  and  this 
firing  was  continued  at  every  favorable  opportunity,  until  the  troop  had  reached 
a  point  about  200  yards  from  the  top  of  the  ridge,  when,  the  firing  of  the  Span- 
iards having  entirely  ceased,  and  having  taken  a  few  minutes  for  resting  the 
troop,  I  advanced  and  occupied  the  ridge,  which  was  found  to  have  been  entirely 
deserted  by  the  Spaniards.  I  then  moved  by  the  right  flank  along  the  ridge, 
throwing  out  an  advanced  party,  and  effected  a  junction  with  the  First  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Wood,  who  directed  me  to  connect  with 
his  right,  and  to  throw  out  outposts  to  my  front  and  right.  The  line  then  extended 
across  the  lower  ground  between  the  two  ridges  and  faced  west. 

A  number  of  men  being  missing,  I  sent  back  parties  to  look  for  killed  and 
wounded. 

About  twenty  minutes  after  joining  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Lieutenant 
Smither,  First  Cavalry,  with  one  platoon  of  Troop  A,  which  had  attacked  the 
ridge  on  my  left,  joined  and  reported  to  me,  and  soon  afterwards  Lieutenant 
Wright  joined  with  the  other  platoon  of  his  Troop  A.  The  ascent  of  the  ridge 
was  extremely  difficult,  owing  to  its  steepness  and  to  the  heavy  growth  of  under- 
brush and  Spanish  bayonet,  which  seriously  impeded  the  passage  of  the  men. 

During  the  ascent  of  the  ridge  the  troop  was  constantly  under  fire  from  the 
Spaniards,  but  making  good  use  of  cover,  suffered  no  loss  at  this  time.  The  large 
majority  of  the  shots  passed  over  our  heads;  in  some  instances  blanket  rolls  and 
portions  of  the  equipment  were  struck  by  bullets.  The  dead  body  of  one  Span- 
iard was  found  on  top  of  the  ridge,  and  it  was  seen  that  the  fire  of  the  Hotchkiss 
guns  and  carbines  must  have  been  very  effective. 

The  casualties  in  the  troop  were  3  men  wounded — Private  Martin  Prell  shot 
through  the  leg,  and  Private  Dennis  Watson  through  the  arm  and  across  the 
stomach.  Both  of  these  men  were  wounded  while  the  troop  was  going  into  posi- 
tion at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement. 
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The  conduct  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  troop  under  fire  and  during  the  arduous 
advance  up  the  face  of  the  ridge  was  most  creditable,  the  older  men  and  the  large 
number  of  recruits  recently  joined  rendering  prompt  obedience  to  every  command 
of  their  officers  and  keeping  their  places  on  the  skirmish  line  as  well  as  it  was 
possible  under  the  circumstances.  The  attention  of  all  the  men  to  Are  discipline 
was  excellent. 

I  desire  especially  to  call  attention  to  the  valuable  and  efficient  service  rendered 
by  Lieutenants  Traub  and  Whitman  in  conducting  and  controlling  the  men  of 
their  platoons.  They  displayed  marked  firmness  and  judgment,  and  carried  out 
my  orders  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  Page  "Wainweight, 
Captain,  First  Cavalry,  Commanding  First  Squadron. 


Before  Santiago, 

July  14, 1898. 
Brigadier-General  Wood, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
on  the  Sims- Dudley  pneumatic  gun.  The  gun  has  now  been  in  action  thi-ee  times, 
namely,  at  the  battle  of  Santiago,  on  July  1,  and  at  the  subsequent  bombardment 
of  that  city  on  July  10  and  11.  In  all  30  shots  have  been  fired,  resulting  in  the 
destruction  of  three  Spanish  guns,  the  extensive  demolition  of  trenches,  and  pre- 
sumably a  considerable  loss  of  life  to  the  enemy.  It  may  therefore  be  asserted 
that  as  a  destructive  agent  the  gun  is  a  success,  and  justifies  the  claims  made  for 
it  by  its  makers  in  this  respect.  The  test,  however,  to  which  the  gun  has  been 
put  has  been  equally  serviceable  in  laying  bare  certain  faults  in  material  and  con- 
struction, which  not  only  mar  the  efficiency  of  the  gun  but  add  greatly  to  the 
danger  attending  its  operation.    Briefly  summarized,  these  faults  are  as  follows: 

First,  the  extreme  fragility  of  the  breech  mechanism,  due  to  the  lightness  of 
construction  and  character  of  metal  used.  This  was  demonstrated  after  the  first 
shot,  when  the  extractor  failed  to  work  and  has  since  proved  useless.  This  alone 
has  been  an  effectual  bar  to  rapid  fire,  and  has  greatly  reduced  the  efficiency  of 
the  piece.  Subsequently  the  brass  handle  on  the  firing  pin  broke  off,  owing  to  a 
flaw  in  the  metal  composing  the  pin,  and  finally  the  lower  end  of  the  trigger  broke, 
owing  to  the  crystallized  condition  of  the  steel  of  which  it  was  made.  I  have 
further  noted  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  firing  tube  to  slip  back  through  the 
bands  designed  to  hold  it  in  its  position  relative  to  the  ijressure  chamber,  and 
while  I  have  retarded  this  by  tightening  the  bands,  still  it  is  a  serious  fault,  inas- 
much as  if  allowed  to  go  unnoticed  it  would  eventually  cause  a  break  at  the 
breech,  which  could  not  result  otherwise  than  in  serious  loss  of  life  to  those  in  the 
vicinity.  All  of  these  defects  can  easily  be  remedied  by  the  makers,  as  can  also 
the  defect  in  the  powder  cartridge,  the  shell  of  which  is  so  light  that  it  expands 
and  jams  on  explosion,  and  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  initial  cause  of  many  of 
the  difBculties  to  which  the  gun  has  been  subject.  These  shells  must  be  given 
more  weight  and  rigidity. 

As  to  the  equipment  of  the  gun  for  field  service,  I  would  suggest  that  it  be 
rigged  as  nearly  as  possible  like  our  light  artillery  pieces,  with  such  modifications 
as  are  necessitated  by  the  difference  in  construction  of  the  pieces.    The  small 
trail  wheels  as  at  present  arranged  are  quite  useless. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hallett  Alsop  Borkowe, 
Sergeant,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Dynamite  Oun  Detachment. 


Camp  in  Front  of  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

July  U,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  recommendation  relative  to  the 
Sims-Dudley  dynamite  gun,  and  to  request  that  three  others  be  at  once  sent  to 
the  front  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  battery  of  these  guns.  The  destructive 
and  demoralizing  effect  of  the  shells  thrown  by  the  gun  is  simply  enormous. 
Whole  trenches  were  emptied  by  the  explosion  of  one  of  these  shells  near  the 
trenches,  and  at  least  one  Spanish  battery  entirely  demolished  by  one  shot,  and 
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buildings  entirely  wrected.  It  is  safe  and  easy  to  handle,  and,  aside  from  slight 
defects  m  construction,  well  made.  This  army,  from  a  feeling  of  simple  indiffer- 
ence in  regard  to  the  gun,  is  now  strongly  for  it  and  much  impressed  by  its  work 
before  this  town.  I  desire  also  to  strongly  recommend  and  urge  the  appointment 
of  Sergt.  Hallett  A.  Borrowe  as  captain  of  this  battery  in  case  it  is  formed.  He 
has  done  most  gallant  and  efficient  service  under  fire,  and  shown  great  zeal  and 
efBciency  in  the  handling  and  transporting  of  his  piece. 

No  gun  which  could  be  furnished  would  give  greater  satisfaction  than  this 
dynamite  gun. 

Very  respectfully, 

Leonard  Wood, 
Brigadier-General  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

N.  B. — There  are  500  rounds  of  ammunition  for  this  gun  at  Tampa. 


Camp  First  Squadron,  Tenth  Cavalry, 

June  S7,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Young's  Brigade. 
(Through  squadron  commander.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  24th  instant  2  commissioned  officers 
and  53  enlisted  men  of  Troop  E,  Tenth  Cavalry,  went  into  action,  with  other 
troops  of  the  brigade,  against  the  regular  Spanish  infantry,  and  were  placed  by 
General  Young  in  person  in  support  of  Capt.  J.  W.  Watson's  (Tenth  Cavalry) 
2  HotchMss  guns,  and  also  to  support  the  troops  in  our  front  should  they  need  it. 
The  position  of  the  troop  was  in  plain  view  of  the  Spaniards,  who  occupied  a  high 
ridge  and  had  the  exact  range;  but  pursuant  to  their  instructions  they  held  their 
position  one  hour  and  a  quarter  without  firing  a  shot,  for  fear  of  firing  upon  our 
own  men.    Their  coolness  and  fine  discipline  were  superb. 

In  connection  herewith,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  call  attention  to  the  great 
gallantry  of  Second  Lieut.  George  Vidmer,  Tenth  Cavalry,  and  Privates  Burr 
Neal,  W.  R.  Nelson,  Augustus  Wallj,  and  A.  C.  White,  who,  under  a  very  heavy 
fire,  came  to  my  assistance  in  carrying  Major  BeU,  First  Cavalry,  to  a  place  of 
safety,  he  being  shot  through  the  leg  below  the  knee  and  his  leg  broken.- 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  G.  Aters, 
Captain,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  E. 

One  corporal,  W.  S.  White,  MUed,  and  Trumpeter  W.  H.  Johnson  slightly 
wounded. 

C.  G.  Aters, 
Captain,  Tenth  Cavalry. 


Port  Huron,  September  — .  1898. 
Oren.  H.  M.  Dupfibld, 

Commanding  Provisional  Brigade,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  foUovnng  on  the  expedition  or  demonstra- 
tion on  Aguadores  on  July  1, 1898: 

In  pursuance  to  verbal  order  received  from  you  the  night  of  June  30, 1  pro- 
ceeded with  my  regiment,  the  Thirty-third  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  at  5 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July  to  a  point  about  1  mile  east  of  Agua- 
dores by  train.  The  first  section  consisted  of  the  First  Battalion  and  a  number 
of  the  Second;  the  balance  of  my  regiment  came  up  on  second  section.  After 
disembarking  from  the  train  I  proceeded  to  push  on  toward  Aguadores  by  enter- 
ing the  woods  on  the  south  side  of  the  track,  and  coming  out  upon  the  track  again 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  east  end  of  the  railroad  bridge  which  crossed  the  San 
Juan  River. 

I  then  sent  Lieutenant  McDonald,  of  Company  H,  forward  with  a  squad  of 
skirmishers  to  find  out  what  they  could  of  the  enemy's  position.  They  reported 
that  the  east  end  of  the  bridge  was  torn  down,  and  that  there  were  rifle  pits  on 
both  sides  of  the  track  beyond  and  west  of  the  bridge,  all  with  artillery  above 
them,  having  a  range  directly  along  the  railroad  track. 

I  then  sent  the  First  Battalion,  consisting  of  companies  B,  H,  K,  and  G,  forward 
imder  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  F.  J.  Schmidt,  who  pushed  on  and  located  Com- 
pany K  of  his  battalion  on  the  line  shown  on  the  inclosed  map,  the  balance  of 
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the  battalion  being  put  in  position  in  tbe  woods  on  either  side  of  the  track.  The 
remainder  of  the  regiment  was  brought  up  under  cover  of  the  woods  and  disposed 
on  each  side  of  the  track  at  a  point  about  100  yards  west  of  the  water  tank. 

Firing  by  the  enemy  was  started  as  soon  as  my  men  were  seen  by  them,  to  which 
my  troops  responded  vigorously.  Owing  to  my  men  being  armed  with  the  Spring- 
field rifles  and  black  powder,  their  location  was  very  quickly  sighted  by  the  enemy, 
who  answered  their  shots  very  promptly,  with  sometimes  a  volley,  in  my  opinion,  of 
about  ten  or  fifteen  shots,  and  sometimes  singly.  The  Second  and  Third  battaUons 
were  ordered  to  keep  under  cover  on  either  side  of  the  track  in  the  woods.  As 
soon  as  my  skirmishers  opened  fire  the  enemy's  artillery  began  a  vigorous  shell- 
ing of  the  railroad  track  and  the  woods,  which  was  continued  during  the  entii'e 
engagement,  excepting  during  short  intervals  when  interrupted  by  the  firing  from 
the  ships.  This  demonstration  was  kept  up  until  about  3  in  the  afternoon,  when 
upon  your  orders  I  directed  my  First  Battalion  back  to  the  point  on  the  railroad 
track  where  we  first  entered  the  woods  in  the  morning.  In  the  meantime  I  had 
ordered  the  Second  and  Third  battalions  to  hold  that  position  until  the  First  Bat- 
talion had  withdrawn. 

The  train  which  was  used  in  the  morning  was  loaded  with  the  wounded  of  the 
Second  and  Third  battalions  and  sent  back  to  Siboney.  It  returned  soon  after  for 
the  First  Battalion  and  the  balance  of  sick  and  wounded. 

The  entire  regiment  arrived  at  Siboney  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  orders 
were  received  from  you  to  proceed  to  the  front  with  three  days'  rations  to  join 
the  main  body.  This  order  was  afterwards  changed,  and  I  was  ordered  to  send 
one  battalion  to  the  first  bridge  on  the  railroad  track  from  Siboney  to  construct 
intrenchments  and  protect  the  bridge  and  hold  that  position. 

I  sent  my  Third  Battalion,  which  consisted  of  Companies  F,  L,  M,  and  K,  under 
command  of  Major  Webb,  with  the  above  orders.  Major  Webb  proceeded  with 
his  battalion  and  got  started  about  9.30  p.  m.,  July  1,  1898.  About  10.30  p.  m.  I 
received  a  written  order  from  you  changing  the  orders  of  locating  this  battalion 
at  first  bridge  and  ordering  them  to  proceed  on  to  Aguadores  and  start  the  demon- 
stration at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  July  2,  keeping  it  up  until  12  o'clock  noon, 
then  returning  to  first  bridge  and  carrying  out  their  first  order.  Major  Webb 
reported  that  he  had  carried  out  the  above  orders  and  that  one  man  of  Company 
K  was  wounded  during  the  firing  on  the  morning  of  July  2. 

In  this  report  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  while  goinginto  the  woods  on  the 
1st  day  of  July  my  men  lost  a  great  lot  of  clothing  and  equipments.  The  under- 
brush was  very  thick  and  the  day  was  a  very  hot  one,  and  a  great  many  of  the 
company  commanders  ordered  their  men  to  leave  their  packs  in  the  brush  as  they 
entered,  thinking  they  would  be  able  to  get  them  as  they  returned,  but  when  they 
came  to  look  them  up  they  found  that  they  were  gone — ^taken  presumably  by  the 
Cubans  who  were  hanging  around  there  at  that  time. 

I  inclose  a  sketch  of  the  locality,  made  by  Lieut.  George  L.  Harvey,  my 
adjutant. 

On  July  1  my  loss  was  2  enlisted  men  killed  and  3  wounded  of  Company  L,  and 
6  enlisted  men  wounded  of  Company  K,  and  one  wounded  on  July  2  of  Company 
K,  who  subsequently  died  from  the  effects  of  wounds. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  oflcers  and  men  of  my  regiment  for  their 
effective  work  and  their  cool  action  under  fire  during  this  demonstration.  I  also 
wish  to  mention  the  work  of  my  adjutant,  George  L.  Harvey,  for  his  work  during 
this  engagement,  which  was  very  effective,  the  balance  of  my  staff  not  being 
with  me. 

Eespeotfully  submitted. 

C.   L.  BOTNTON, 

Colonel  Thirty-third  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers. 


York  Haeboe,  Mb.,  August  SO,  1898. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Coebin, 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General:  Your  letter  of  Augfust  10  is  just  received.  It  is  the  first  notice  of 
General  Orders,  No.  108,  A.  G.  O.,  July  28, 1898,  that  I  have  received.  I  submit 
herewith  report  as  requested: 

On  the  30th  day  of  June,  1898, 1  was  in  front  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  at  Gen- 
eral Shafter's  headquarters  in  command  of  a  portion  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of 
the  Thirty-third  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers  and  one  battauon  of  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers,  my  headquarters  being  at  Siboney.    In 
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the  afternoon  of  the  30th  I  relieved  General  Bates  and  assumed  command  of  the 
post  at  Siboney,  Cuba.  On  the  31st  of  July  I  was  in  quarantine  at  Egmont  Key, 
Florida,  as  a  yellcw-fever  convalescent,  having  been  sent  there  from  Santiago  by 
order  of  the  surgeon  in  charge  at  Siboney,  Maj.  L.  A.  Lagarde.  I  reported  to 
your  office  for  assignment  for  duty  on  the  13th  of  June,  1898,  and  was  ordered  to 
report  to  Major-General  Graham,  commanding  Second  Army  Corps,  -which  I  did 
on  the  14th  of  June  at  Camp  Alger,  Virginia.  June  15, 1898, 1  was  assigned  by 
General  Graham  to  the  command  of  the  Separate  Brigade,  Second  Army  Corps, 
consisting  of  the  Thirty-third  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers,  the 
Thirty-fourth  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Infan- 
try Volunteers,  with  the  Third  Virginia  Infantry  Volunteers  attached  for  dis- 
ciplinary and  administrative  purposes.  June  33, 1898, 1  was  ordered  by  General 
Graham  to  proceed  with  one  regiment  and  one  iDattalion  of  my  brigade  to  New- 
port News  and  embark  for  Santiago.  Taking  the  Thirty-third  Michigan  Infantry 
Volunteers  and  one  battalion  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers, 
I  reported  on  Monday,  the  37th  day  of  June,  at  Siboney,  Cuba,  to  General  Shaf ter, 
commanding  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  and  pursuant  to  his  direction  disembarked 
the  command  at  Siboney,  Cuba.  Prom  that  date  until  the  8th  day  of  July,  1898, 
I  served  with  the  Fifth  Corps.  On  the  1st  of  July  the  remaining  two  battalions 
of  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers  and  the  Ninth  Massachusetts 
Infantry  Volunteers  arrived  at  Siboney  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Harvard  and  reported  to 
me.  On  the  8th  day  of  July  I  was  taken  ill  with  yellow  fever  and  removed  to  the 
yellow-fever  camp,  3|-  miles  out  of  Siboney,  where  I  remained  until  the  22d  of 
July  as  a  patient.  On  the  23d  day  of  July  I  was  put  on  board  the  U.  S.  transport 
Santiago  and  taken  to  Egmont  Key,  Florida,  as  above  stated. 

As  my  of&cial  orders  and  papers  were  necessarily  left  by  me  in  Cuba,  I  am 
unable  to  refer  to  them  any  more  specifically.  I  am  here  under  S.  O. ,  185,  A.  G.  O. , 
August  8, 1898. 

I  remain.  General,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  M.  Duppield, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


In  the  Field, 
Camp  near  Sevilla,  Cuba,  June  30,  1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  M.  Duppield, 

TJ.  S.  Volunteers. 
Sir:  The  commanding  general  directs  you  go  along  the  railroad  to  Aguadores 
with  a  regiment  and  open  fire  on  the  Spaniards  across  the  bridge.     Move  at  4 
a.  m.  to-morrow  and  make  a  vigorous  attack. 

If  the  balance  of  your  brigade  arrives  in  time,  take  with  you,  in  addition  to 
the  regiment  mentioned,  the  battalion  now  at  Siboney,  or  moi-e  if  you  can,  leav- 
ing one  battalion. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  J.  McClernand, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Separate  Brigade, 
Second  Army  Corps,  September  S4.,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  J.  McClernand, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
above  command  during  the  campaign  about  Santiago,  Cuba.  I  was  taken  sick 
with  yellow  fever  and  removed  to  the  yellow-fever  hospital  from  Siboney  on  the 
10th  of  July  and  have  only  just  received  the  official  orders  and  papers  relating 
thereto,  which  is  the  reason  of  my  delay. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army,  through  Major- 
General  Graham,  commanding  Second  Axva.y  Corps,  I  arrived  on  the  U.  S.  S. 
Yale  at  Siboney,  Cuba,  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  27th  of  June,  1898,  with  the  Thirty-third 
Regiment  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers,  Col.  C.  L.  Boynton  commanding,  and 
the  -First  Battalion  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  Infantry  Volunteers,  Major 
Winans  commanding,  and  reported  to  you  on  board  the  U.  S.  transport  ^figMranza 
oflE  Baiquiri.  Debarkation  of  the  troops,  each  man  carrying  100  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition, was  completed  at  3  p.  m.,  but  the  rations  were  not  all  unloaded  until  the 
morning  of  June  39. 
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On  June  30  I  reported  to  you  at  your  headquarters  at  tlie  front  and  received 
directions  as  to  the  part  to  he  taken  by  me  with  the  Thirty-third  Michigan  in  the 
intended  battle  of  the  following  day.  These  were  to  relieve  General  Bates  in 
command  of  the  post  at  Siboney,  who  was  to  proceed  with  his  two  regiments  to 
the  front  forthwith.  On  the  next  day  (July  1)1  was  to  proceed  vrith  the  Thirty- 
third  Michigan  from  Siboney  to  the  bridge  at  Aguadores  along  the  railroad  by 
the  sea,  with  a  view  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  Spaniards  in  that  direction 
and  preventing  them  from  attacking  your  left  flank. 

It  was  late  in  the  day  when  I  returned  to  Siboney,  and  the  troops  did  not  get  the 
necessary  rations  issued  to  them  until  1.30  a.  m.  The  command  was  embarked 
on  the  railroad  train  at  3.30  a.  m.  July  1.  The  First  and  part  of  the  Second  Bat- 
talion formed  the  first  section,  as  there  were  not  sufiicient  cars  to  take  the  entire 
command  on  one  train.  On  arriving  at  a  point  about  1  mile  east  of  Aguadores 
bridge  and  out  of  view  of  the  enemy,  I  disembarked  the  troops  and  sent  back  the 
train  for  the  remainder  of  the  regiment.  I  had  never  seen  the  locality,  and  while 
waiting  for  their  arrival  I  personally  reconnoitered  the  position  with  the  captain 
of  the  Cuban  outpost  and  Private  Hines  from  the  beginning  of  the  trestle  at  the 
east  end  of  the  railroad  cut,  and  also  from  the  hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  track. 
Captain  Alger,  Captain  McMillan,  and  Lieutenant  Pound,  of  my  staff,  also  recon- 
noitered the  position  by  my  direction.  I  also  examined  the  locality  with  Cap- 
tains Alger  and  McMillan  from  the  seashore  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  I  annex 
an  accurate  sketch  of  the  locality  made  by  Lieut.  George  L.  Harvey,  adjutant 
Thirty-third  Michigan,  after  the  occupation  of  Aguadores  by  our  forces. 

The  river  Aguadores  not  far  above  this  point  joins  the  San  Juan  River,  which 
at  the  bridge  is  from  600  to  700  feet  wide  and  not  fordable.  Its  banks  on  both 
sides  are  quite  high  and  precipitous.  The  enemy,  which  I  estimated,  from  a  detail 
I  saw  forming  in  the  parade  ground  of  the  fort  while  I  was  examining  the  locality, 
to  be  about  500  strong,  were  posted  in  the  rifle  pits  along  the  bank  of  the  river  on 
both  sides  of  the  railroad  and  in  the  blockhouse  and  the  fort.  These  intrench- 
ments  were  so  strongly  made  that  the  shots  from  the  Oloucester  failed  to  dis- 
mantle or  seriously  injure  them,  and  they  were  so  placed  that  they  protected  the 
troops  in  them  from  any  fire  from  seaward.  The  ground,  like  that  about  Santiago, 
was  covered  with  heavy  underbrush  and  so  thick  that  it  was  impossible  for  troops 
to  move,  even  in  columns  of  fours.  When  this  examination  was  completed  the 
remainder  of  my  force  had  come  up,  about  9.80  a.  m. ,  making  a  force  of  about  900 
men.  I  directed  Colonel  Boynton  to  send  forward  a  line  of  skirmishers,  support- 
ing them  with  a  battalion.  The  skirmishers  went  forward  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  McDonald  and  the  battalion  in  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Schmidt,  on  each  side  of  the  railroad,  and  advanced  toward  the  river.  The 
remainder  of  the  regiment  was  put  in  position  in  the  woods  on  each  side  of  the 
track,  about  100  yards  west  of  the  water  tank.  In  crossing  the  railroad  cut  to 
take  its  position  L  Company  suffered  a  loss  of  2  killed  and  3  wounded. 

I  had  established  signal  communication  with  the  Gloucester,  which  prepared 
for  their  advance  by  rapid  firing,  which  did  not,  however,  prevent  a  vigorous 
and  effective  reply  by  the  enemy  to  the  fire  of  our  skirmishers.  Our  troops  were 
at  great  disadvantage,  because  their  Springfield  rifles  and  smoky  powder  at  once 
discovered  their  location  to  the  enemy,  while  the  latter  were  armed  with  Mausers 
and  smokeless  powder.  The  enemy's  artillery  directly  commanded  the  approach 
to  the  river  by  the  railroad  cut  and  trestles,  one  gun  being  placed  opposite  and  in 
line  with  them.  The  Aguadores  end  of  the  bridge  had  been  blown  up  for  50  feet 
or  more,  and  I  had  no  boats  or  other  mode  of  crossing.  Captain  Alger,  of  my  staff, 
volunteered  to  lead  a  party  of  men  and  swim  across;  but  in  my  judgment  this  was 
impracticable.  I  therefore  diaected  Colonel  Boynton  to  have  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Schmidt  push  his  battalion  forward  to  the  position  shown  on  the  accompanying 
map  and  open  fire  vigorously.  This  he  did  promptly.  The  enemy's  artillery 
began  shelling  the  railroad  track  and  the  woods  while  our  troops  were  getting  in 
position,  and  during  the  entire  engagement,  with  the  exception  of  a  tew  short 
intervals  when  interrupted  by  the  fire  from  the  Gloucester.  At  13.05  p.  m.  my 
skirmishers  reported  that  the  enemy  were  receiving  reinforcements.  The  demon- 
stration was  continued  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  Colonel  Schmidt's  battaUon  was 
withdrawn  and  rejoined  the  Second  and  Third  Battalions  of  the  regiment.  The 
Cuban  outpost  resumed  their  position,  and  the  train  which  was  used  in  the  morn- 
ing then  took  back  to  Siboney,  which  was  entirely  unguarded,  the  Second  and 
Third  Battalions  and  most  of  the  wounded.  It  returned  soon  after  for  the  First 
Battalion  and  the  balance  of  the  wounded.  The  entire  regiment  was  in  Siboney 
by  6  p.  m.  The  casualties  were  3  enlisted  men  killed  and  6  wounded.  The 
behavior  of  the  troops  was  most  commendable.     Although  it  was  their  first 
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experience  under  fire  and  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  fire  very  suddenly  and 
effectively,  no  one  faltered  or  turned  backward. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  following  members  of  my  staff  for  courageous  and 
eflBcient  performance  of  duty  in  this  affair:  Capt.  C.  DeWitt  Wilcox,  assistant 
adjutant-general;  Capt.  Fred  M.  Alger,  asssistant  adjutant-general,  acting  aid- 
de-camp;  Capt.  James  H.  McMillan,  assistant  quartermaster,  who  volunteered  as 
aid;  Lieut.  J.  H.  Pound,  Thirty-third  Michigan  Volunteers,  acting  aid-de-camp, 
and  Lieut.  G.  H.  Brown,  Company  F,  Thirty-third  Michigan,  acting  ordnance 
officer.  I  also  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  efficient  services  of  Maj. 
Charles  B.  Nancrede,  chief  surgeon,  who  volunteered  Ms  services,  and  Major 
Vaughn,  regimental  surgeon,  and  First  Lieutenant  Bailey,  assistant  surgeon. 
These  officers  attended  promptly  and  skillfully  to  the  wounded  where  they  fell, 
exposing  themselves  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  while  so  doing.  I  submit  in  this 
connection  the  report  of  Colonel  Boynton,  commanding  Thirty-third  Michigan 
Infantry. 

The  demonstration  was  renewed  July  3  by  a  battalion  under  command  of  Major 
Webb,  Thirty-third  Michigan,  ^vith  a  loss  of  one  fatally  wounded.  The  U.  S.  S. 
Harvard  had  on  July  1  arrived  with  the  remainder  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of 
the  Ninth  Massachusetts  and  the  remaining  two  battalions  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Michigan,  and  I  was  directed  by  you  to  "  bring  all  the  troops  at  Siboney,  recruits 
and  engineers,  to  my  camp,  where  you  saw  me  yesterday  before  daylight."  These 
directions  were  subsequently  modified  and  I  was  directed  to  send  the  Ninth  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  forward  and  remain  in  command  at 
Siboney  with  the  Thirty-third  Michigan. 

As  none  of  the  officers  of  the  two  former  regiments  were  acquainted  with  the 
locality  mentioned  in  your  order  I  sent  them  forward  under  the  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Alger. 

July  3  I  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  post  of  Siboney  by  Major-General 
Young  and  applied  to  you  for  permission  to  come  to  my  two  regiments  at  the 
front,  but  was  told  to  remain  where  I  was  until  mjr  remaining  regiments  arrived. 
General  Young  was  taken  ill  and  left  for  the  United  States  on  transport  July  4 
and  turned  the  command  over  to  me. 

July  7  Captain  Wilcox  was  taken  ill  with  yellow  fever.  Captain  Alger  took  his 
place  and  performed  its  duties  most  satisfactorily.  On  the  8th  day  of  July  I  was 
taken  ill,  but  kept  on  duty  until  the  afternoon  of  July  10,  when  Dr.  Guiteras,  the 
surgeon  in  charge,  pronounced  it  a  case  of  yellow  fever  and  sent  me  to  the  fever 
hospital.  I  therefore  turned  over  the  command  of  Siboney  to  Colonel  Boynton, 
of  the  Thirty-third  Michigan.  I  remained  in  the  yellow-fever  hospital  until  July 
22,  when  I  was  discharged  as  a  convalescent,  and  on  the  25th  of  July,  by  direction 
of  Dr.  Lagarde,  I  left  Siboney  on  U.  S.  transport  Santiago  for  Tampa,  Fla. 

The  services  of  Capt.  James  H.  McMillan  and  Capt.  Eber  B.  Fenton  in  connec- 
tion with  the  transportation  of  the  command  from  Camp  Alger  to  Siboney  and  as 
post  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  subsistence,  respectively,  at  Siboney  were 
most  efficient  and  deserve  special  mention. 

Eespectfully,  Heney  M.  Duppield, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Commanding  Separate  Brigade,  Second  Army  Corps,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  30, 1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  for  file  with  my 
report.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  General  Duffield  this  paper  was  only  received 
to-day.  This  officer,  with  a  small  command,  was  at  Siboney,  and  was  expected 
tc^make  such  a  demonstration  at  Aguadores  as  would  hold  at  that  place  all  Span- 
ish troops  occupying  it  and  prevent  their  reinforcing  the  main  body  at  Santiago. 
This  he  accomplished  perfectly  and  with  very  slight  loss.  There  was  no  intention 
of  attempting  to  capture  the  place,  as  it  would  naturally  fall  with  Santiago,  and 
besides  was  very  strong.  I  had  had  the  place  carefully  examined  by  my  engineer 
officers  and  General  Bates,  besides  personal  observation  of  it  in  passing  it,  and 
knew  it  was  no  place  to  assault  and  not  on  the  true  line  of  advances  for  Santiago. 

Wm.  R.  Shaeter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 

In  Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  15, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  72, 1  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
toUowing  report: 

We  arrived  at  Sitaoney  on  the  morning  of  July  1.  Owing  to  the  want  of  proper 
laciuties  for  unloading  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  the  entire  command 
T?Q  ^n®^™''^'''^?^,  our  baggage  and  tentage  being  left  on  board  of  the  Harvard. 
w-  i.u  V*  "^"^^  i'l  tl's  evening  I  received  orders  to  move  with  ny  regiment  and  the 
J>(inth  Massachusetts  with  all  possible  haste  and  report  to  General  Shafter.  At 
10  o  clock  we  left  Siboney  in  heavy  marf hing  order,  the  men  carrying  100  rounds 
ot  ammunition  and  three  days'  rations.  Owing  to  the  mud  and  the  horrible  con- 
dition of  the  roads,  and  the  blockade  caused  by  supply  trains  going  to  the  front 
and  ambulance  trains  carrying  wounded  to  Siboney  meeting  in  narrow  passes,  it 
was  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  2  before  I  reached  General  Shafter's  head- 
quarters. Reporting  to  him,  I  received  orders  to  continue  with  my  command  to 
the  front  to  support  General  Wheeler.  The  worn-out  condition  of  my  command 
and  the  blockages  of  the  path  made  it  impossible  forme  to  reach  General  Wheeler 
until  8  a.  m.  On  reporting  to  General  Wheeler,  we  were  ordered  to  support  Gen- 
eral Bates  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  line.  While  in  this  position  7  of  my  men 
were  wounded.  At  3  o'clock  p.  m.  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  was  ordered  back 
to  support  General  Kent  in  our  center.  The  Ninth  Massachusetts  remained  with 
General  Bates's  brigade.  At  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of  July  the  Spanish 
forces  assaulted  our  lines,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  loss. 

The  stubbornness  and  gallantry  displayed  by  the  forces  in  the  trenches  made  it 
unnecessary  for  us  to  take  any  jjart  in  the  firing,  but  the  men  showed  their  will- 
in^ess  and  eagerness  to  do  their  share.  On  the  5th  Major  Latimer  and  his  bat- 
talion (Companies  H,  E,  D.  G)  were  ordered  to  report  to  engineer  corps  to  repair 
bridges  and  road  to  Siboney,  and  also  to  do  outpost  duty.  On  the  8th  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bennett,  with  two  companies  (A  and  C ) ,  was  ordered  to  El  Caney  to  protect 
life  and  property  of  refugees  from  Santiago.  He  returned  to  the  regiment  the 
following  day.  Major  Hodskin,  with  two  companies  (B  and  M) ,  was  stationed  at 
El  Poso  as  an  outpost.  The  balance  of  the  regiment  were  ordered  to  General 
Shafter's  headquarters,  where  they  were  employed  in  helping  commissary  depart- 
ment, and  did  guard  duty.  On  July  10  I  was  ordered  to  take  six  companies  (F, 
K,  A,  B,  C,  M)  of  my  command  to  support  the  battery  under  Major  Dillenback 
and  to  guard  the  left  flank  of  the  army  against  any  flank  movement  that  might 
be  made  by  the  enemy.  From  then  until  the  surrender  of  General  Toral  these 
six  companies  were  on  outpost.  On  July  15  Major  Latimer,  with  Companies  H, 
D,  E,  G,  I,  L,  received  orders  to  report  with  my  command  to  General  Bates's  pro- 
visional division.  This  order  was  carried  out  on  the  next  day,  the  regiment  then 
being  together  again  for  the  first  time  since  July  5. 

Very  respectfully,  John  P.  Petermann, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Regiment  Infantry,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  3,  JS98. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Brigade,  etc. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
regiment  in  the  action  at  Caney  on  the  1st  instant: 

The  regiment  came  into  the  vicinity  of  Caney  at  about  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  and 
formed  line  of  skirmishers  with  the  First  Battalion,  the  Second  Battalion  beang 
in  reserve.  The  Third  Battalion  and  one  company  of  the  Second  were  held  back 
bv  the  division  commander  at  a  point  near  where  the  battery  of  light  artillery 
onened  fire,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  command  until  about  noon. 

We  advanced  in  line  of  skirmishers,  with  the  Twenty-second  Infantry  on  our 
left  until  we  reached  a  road  running  parallel  to  the  telephone  road  leading  into 
Canev  At  this  point  we  were  ordered  to  change  our  direction  of  advance  to  the 
•richt  alons  this  road  toward  Caney. 

We  advanced  along  this  road  until  we  came  to  a  road  leading  to  the  left  to  the 

+AlPTihone  road,  so  called,  at  which  point  we  developed  the  enemy,  who  opened 

firn  iirinn  our  advance  line.    At  this  time  I  received  orders  from  the  brigade  com- 

^nr  to  send  four  companies  to  the  assistance  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry, 

who  were  on  the  telephone  road.   Companies  B,  E,  K,  and  L  were  at  once  detached 
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and  sent,  under  Major  Southmayd,  to  report  to  the  commanding  of&cer  of  the 
Twenty-second  Infantry. 

I  found  that  the  fire  of  the  enemy  came  from  blockhouses,  rifle  pits,  houses,  and 
tree  tops  in  the  village  of  Caney,  across  a  level  field,  along  two  sides  of  which  ran 
the  two  roads  before  mentioned.  These  roads  were  somewhat  lower  than  the 
gi'ound  on  either  side,  so  I  directed  my  three  remaining  companies  (D,  G,  and  M) 
,  to  take  position  along  the  road  on  which  we  had  advanced  and  directly  opposite 
the  village.  Companies  E  and  L,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Twenty-second 
Infantry,  through  some  confusion  of  orders  were  sent  back,  and  I  posted  them 
along  the  crossroad  leading  to  the  telephone  road. 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  push  lines  of  skirmishers  from  these  positions 
across  the  field  toward  the  village,  but  they  were  unsuccessful,  the  men  being 
forced  back  by  the  withering  fire  of  the  enemy,  while  our  own  fire  was  not  only 
ineffectual,  but  it  revealed  the  exact  location  of  our  men  and  brought  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  the  enemy  upon  our  line  of  smoke. 

Repeated  attempts  to  force  our  line  of  skirmishers  across  the  field  in  the  face  of 
such  a  fire  without  adequate  support  demonstrated  the  uselessness  of  further 
attempts  in  that  direction,  and  I  immediately  sent  such  word  to  the  brigade  com- 
mander, and  also  the  fact  that  the  five  companies  of  my  command  which  had  been 
detained  on  the  road  in  the  morning  had  just  come  in.  In  answer  to  this  I  was 
directed  to  place  my  command  on  the  two  roads  before  occupied  by  the  five  com- 
panies and  hold  the  position.  This  disposition  of  ten  companies  of  the  regiment 
was  made  about  noon,  and  this  position  was  maintained  until  the  close  of  the 
action. 

The  two  companies  (B  and  K)  which  joined  the  Twenty-second  Infantry 
remained  with  that  command  throughout  the  entire  action. 

The  casualties  of  the  day  were  as  follows:  One  officer  killed  (First  Lieut.  Charles 
H.  Field,  Company  E) ,  and  4  men  (Privates  Arthur  H.  Packard  and  George  A. 
Richmond,  Company  G;  Frank  E.  Moody,  Company  K,  and  George  A.  Brooks, 
Company  E).  Total  killed,  5;  and  40  wounded,  among  whom  were  Capt.  W.  S. 
Warriner,  Second  Lieuts.  D.  J.  Moynihan  and  O.  D.  Hapgood. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Claek, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headqtjaktees  Eighth  Infantry,  July  S,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-Genbeal, 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  letter  from  your  headquarters  of 
this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  affair  at  El 
Caney  yesterday,  together  with  a  complete  list  of  killed  and  wounded: 

I  received  orders  at  9  a.  m.  to  proceed  along  the  Caney-Santiago  road  and  take 
up  a  position  in  front  of  the  town  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-second  United  States 
Infantry. 

Five  companies  (B,  C,  D,  E,  and  G)  of  the  command  were  at  9.20  a.  m.~ 
thrown  on  the  line  to  be  occupied  en  echelon,  the  two  remaining  companies 
(A  and  H)  being  held  as  supports  in  rear  of  the  left  center.  The  first  line  was 
gradually  advanced,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire,  until  it  occupied  a  position  500 
yards  directly  in  front  of  the  blockhouses  of  the  town,  into  which  the  enemy 
retreatfed.  Several  casualties  occurred  during  this  advance,  the  ground  being 
more  or  less  open  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  at  this  time  was 
very  heavy.  This  line  was  held  throughout  the  day  and  a  heavy  fire  kept  up  on 
the  enemy's  position.  At  about  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  evacuated  the  town,  and  a 
heavy  fire  was  poured  on  the  enemy's  column  during  its  retreat,  resulting  in 
great  damage  to  him.  At  5.30  p.  m.  the  command  was  reformed,  the  wounded 
sent  to  the  rear,  the  dead  buried,  and  the  command  joined  the  brigade  column. 

While  I  can  not  mention  special  cases  of  distinguished  action,  owing  to  the 
length  of  the  line,  from  such  observations  as  I  could  make  and  from  verbal 
reports  of  officers  I  desire  to  commend  the  entire  regiment,  the  conduct  of  the 
command  throughout,  both  individually  and  collectively,  being  most  excellent. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  Conrad, 
Major,  Eighth  Infantry,  Commanding. 
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Engagement  at  Caney  July  1, 1898,  by  Twenty-second  United  States  Infantry. 

At  about  7  a.  m.  the  First  Battalion  (Companies  A,  B,  C,  E)  deployed  2  miles 
from  Caney  and  moved  toward  road  leading  to  the  town,  the  other  battalion  being 
in  reserve.  Later  the  Second  Battalion  (Companies  D,  F,  G,  H)  pushed  across 
the  road  to  hold  a  second  road  in  case  the  enemy  attempted  to  retreat  along  that 
line.  The  Second  Battalion  slowly  moved  forward,  firing  into  town  from  the  left, 
and  established  itself  to  the  left  of  town. 

The  First  Battalion  moved  down  the  main  road,  deployed  across  it  when  about 
1 ,000  yards  away,  and  met  some  enemy  in  the  woods,  who  retired.  Sharpshooters 
(enemy)  were  located  in  trees,  and  it  is  thought  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patter- 
son was  wounded  at  this  point  by  one.  Major  Van  Home  took  command.  At  a 
point  200  yards  farther  (800  yards  from  town)  a  stand  was  made  and  firing  kept 
up  until  the  place  surrendered. 

Attention  is  invited  to  report  of  commanding  officer.  Second  Battalion,  who 
was  detached  during  most  of  engagement  (submitted  direct  to  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  brigade) .  Two  companies  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  supported  our 
right  and  rear,  but  did  little  firing  on  account  of  their  location  being  indicated 
by  their  powder. 

July  3-— night  alarm. — At  about  10  p.  m.  heavy  firing  occurred  above  our  line, 
and  the  regiment  moved  up  the  hill,  gaining  a  position  below  the  crest  to  support 
the  firing  line.     They  were  withdrawn  about  one  hour  later. 

Casualties  submitted. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  Van  Horne, 
Major,  J\uenty-second  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


North  of  Santiago,  Cuba, 

July  19, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  intermediate  commanders.) 
Sir:  Having  succeeded  Captain  Lockwood  in  command  of  the  Second  Battahon, 
Twenty-second  Infantry,  and  not  knowing  whether  or  not,  on  account  of  his  sick- 
ness, he  was  able  to  make  a  report  of  the  fight  at  El  Caney,  I  take  this  occasion  to 
recommend  to  your  consideration  two  ofl&cers  who  were  under  my  personal 
observation  during  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  viz.  First  Lieut.  W.  L.  Taylor,  who 
was  as  cool  and  collected  as  if  on  target  practice,  kept  his  company  under  perfect 
fire  discipline,  supervised  personally  the  direction  of  fire  and  the  adjustment  of 
sights,  and  Second  Lieut.  W.  H.Wassell,  who  was  equally  brave,  and  was  wounded 
while  on  the  firing  line  observing  vrith  field  glasses  the  location  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  N.  Getty, 
Captain,  Twenty-second  Infantry, 
Commanding  Second  Battalion,  Twenty-second  Infantry. 


Record  of  Company  F,  Capt.  R.  N.  Getty,  commanding.  Twenty-second  Infantry. 

At  Caney,  July  1, 1898. 
Took  position  on  the  line  of  battle  on  extreme  left  of  regiment.  Moved  for- 
ward at  6  a.  m.  through  dense  underbrush.  Marched  half  a  mile;  received  fire 
from  blockhouses  left  and  front.  Did  not  reply  to  fire.  Moved  up  to  crest  of  hill 
facing  this  blockhouse;  received  heavy  volley  from  village  to  our  right.  Found 
the  company  separated  from  line  of  battle  by  half  a  mile.  Moved  down  hill  toward 
village.  Connected  with  Company  D,  First  Battalion,  and  took  position  on  hill 
commanding  enemy's  line  of  retreat.  Joined  in  engagement.  Cut  telegraph  line. 
Fought  all  day,  silencing  repeatedly  enemy's  fire  on  company  from  entrenchments. 
About  4  p.m.  received  fire  from  enemy  on  hill  in  our  left  rear.  Faced  company 
about  and  helped,  with  other  companies,  to  drive  them  off.  At  this  time  the 
enemy  commenced  retreating.  Opened  a  heavy  fire  on  them,  completing  their 
rout.  Engagement  over  by  5  p.  m.  Companies  F  and  D  took  65  prisoners,  mostly 
wounded,  among  them  4  Spanish  officers.  Sixteen  Spanish  counted  killed,  and 
many  more  seen  along  road  to  right  and  left,   Arms  and  quantity  of  ammunition 
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captured.  After  fight  Companies  F  and  D  carried  wounded  Spanish  to  the  top  of 
hill.  Attended  to  their  wants  and  left  them  tinder  the  charge  of  a  noncommis- 
sioned ofilcer  and  6  privates.  Retired  at  6  p.  m.  and  resumed  march  toward 
Santiago. 

Highly  recommend  bravery  and  bearing  of  the  men,  especially  Sergt.  William 
Pamell  for  coolness  and  bravery  in  commanding  left  section  and  directing  their 
volleys;  also  Sergt.  Cornelius  Cullinan,  who  took  Sergeant  Parnell's  place  after 
the  latter  was  wounded.  Recommend  also  First  Sergt.  John  J.  Byrne,  who  com- 
manded right  platoon.  Privates  Martin  P.  Broberg  and  Belton  Johnson  recom- 
mended above  others  for  coolness  and  bravery  by  Sergeant  Byrne. 

The  effective  strength  of  company  in  battle  was  1  officer  and  63  men;  wounded, 
1  noncommissioned  officer  and  3  men. 

R.  N.  Getty, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


FoKT  Thomas,  Ky., 

September  S,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  supplementary  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Sixth  United  States  Infantry,  under  my  command  as  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  that  regiment,  on  July  1 ,  1898,  at  the  battle  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,,  and  to 
request  that  it  be  filed  with  my  first  report  if  that  has  been  received  at  your  office, 
and  if  not  received  that  this  be  accepted  as  my  original  report.  The  first  report 
was  written  by  me  while  in  field  hospital,  wounded,  and  was  in  pencil.  At  that 
time  I  could  not  be  in  possession  of  all  the  particulars  herein  set  down: 

On  June  30  the  regiment  was  in  the  brigade  camp,  a  field  about  41  miles  from 
Santiago,  from  which  we  started  for  the  battlefield  at  5  a.  m.  on  July  1,  in  the 
following  order:  The  Sixth  Infantry  leading,  followed  by  the  Sixteenth  Infantry 
and  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers.  After  proceeding  on  the  road  to  Santiago 
about  2  miles  the  brigade  was  halted  and  massed  until  8.30  a.  m.  in  a  field,  and 
heard  the  beginning  of  the  combat  at  El  Caney.  Resuming  the  march,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  Third  Brigade  and  the  Second  Brigade,  we  about  9  a.  m.  reached 
a  point  where  the  road  forked,  the  right  arm  leading  to  El  Caney  and  the  left  to 
the  harbor  of  Aguadores.  The  division  took  the  road  to  Aguadores,  the  Sixth 
leading,  and  halted  at  the  foot  of  El  Poso  Hill,  where  our  batteries  were  having  a 
duel  with  those  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  San  Juan  Hill,  the  shells  passing  harm- 
lessly over  our  heads.  Continuing  our  advance  on  the  Aguadores  road,  I  caused 
the  men  to  remove  and  pile  their  blanket  rolls  by  the  side  of  a  creek,  so  that  they 
now  stood  ready  for  action,  with  only  canteen,  haversack,  campaign  hat,  blue 
shirt,  canvas  leggings,  canvas  trousers,  and  300  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man. 
When  within  200  yai'ds  of  a  ford  on  a  branch  of  the  San  Juan  River  the  division 
was  halted  to  permit  the  dismounted  cavalry  division  to  pass,  which  most  of  it 
did,  and,  turning  off  to  the  right  of  the  road,  formed  line  opposite  a  hill  northeast 
of  the  San  Juan  Hill  and  engaged  its  defenders. 

It  was  now  getting  on  in  the  morning  and  was  very  hot.  Before  the  cavalry 
had  fully  passed  Lieutenant  Manning,  aid  to  General  Hawkins,  my  brigade  com- 
mander, rode  up  and  told  me  that  the  general  wanted  nae  to  bring  the  Sixth 
Infantry  up  to  him  at  once.  Pushing  everything  out  of  the  way,  I  led  the  column 
forward  on  the  road  to  the  ford  above  mentioned,  where  I  found  General  Hawkins 
and  staff.  From  this  point  we  could  get  a  partial  view  of  the  San  Juan  Hill,  and 
this  ford  was,  as  I  learned  afterward,  swept  by  the  Spanish  fire,  but  at  this  time 
it  was  peaceful. 

General  Hawkins  said:  "Somewhat  beyond  here  you  can  get  an  enfilade  fire  on 
those  works,  and  Lieutenant  Ord  will  show  you  where  to  go  in."  As  this  order 
is  the  keynote  of  the  desperate  fight  waged  by  the  Sixth  Infantry  against  the 
San  Juan  intrenchments,  I  give  it  as  literally  as  I  can  remember.  As  I  wished 
to  keep  the  regiment  from  picking  its  way  across  the  stream,  here  knee-deep,  I 
dismounted  and  walked  through,  followed  closely  by  the  two  battalions  of  the 
Sixth,  in  column  of  fours. 

On  this  Aguadores  road,  just  beyond  this  stream,  I  found  three  Hotchkiss 
mountain  rifles  and  the  dynamite  gun,  pointed  toward  the  San  Juan  Hill,  dimly 
visible  through  the  undergrowth  and  about  800  yards  away.  Lieutenant  Ord 
explained  to  me  how  the  general  wanted  me  to  fire  on  the  hill,  and  turned  me 
over  to  Major  Lebo,  who  showed  me  where  the  left  of  his  regiment  rested,  it 
being  the  left  regiment  of  the  cavalry  line,  and  in  a  millet  field  to  the  right  of 
the  road.  I  was  to  go  in  on  the  left  of  the  cavalry,  so  advancing  along  the  Agua- 
dores road  about  100  yards  farther,  which  brought  us  about  opposite  the  San 
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Juan  Hill,  I  moved  the  regiment  by  fours-right  into  this  millet  field,  the  grain 
being  up  to  the  neck.  This  placed  us  between  the  Aguadores  road  and  the  enemy. 
The  Hotohkiss  guns  now  opened  over  our  heads  on  the  San  Juan  HUl,  to  which 
the  Spaniards  replied.    This  lasted  about  five  minutes. 

As  this  field  had  never  been  examined  by  anyone,  and  as,  owing  to  the  height 
of  the  grain,  one  could  not  see  any  distance  through  it,  I  rested  the  regiment,  and, 
accompanied  by  the  regimental  adjutant,  Lieutenant  Bennett,  and  Lieutenant 
Atkinson,  the  quartermaster,  went  out  and  reconnoitered  it  to  the  left  front. 

We  found  the  battlefield  to  be  a  quadrilateral  of  about  800  yards  from  the 
Aguadores  road,  on  which  we  had  advanced  to  the  trenches  and  blockhouse  on 
the  San  Juan  Hill  and  its  ridge,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length.  It 
was  so  overgrown  by  the  grain  that  we  could  see  nothing  to  our  immediate  front, 
but  on  the  left,  at  some  distance,  appeared  a  height  and  some  of  the  gaudily  painted 
houses  of  this  region.  I  knew  that  our  cavalry  was  on  the  right,  and  from  these 
houses  many  shots  were  whistling  through  the  grain,  apparently  directed  against 
the  left  flank  of  the  cavalry. 

Before  entering  the  grain  field  I  had  been  erroneously  informed  that  a  cavalry 
screen  or  picket  line  was  in  my  front  somewhere;  therefore,  returning  to  the  reg- 
iment, I  ordered  out  two  companies,  B  and  E,  from  Captain  Crowell's  First  Bat- 
talion, and  two,  G  and  H,  from  Major  Miner's  Second  Battalion,  as  skirmishers 
to  reenforce  the  cavalry  screen  and  stop  the  fire  from  the  houses  and  vicinity. 
These  companies  encountered  a  heavy  fire  from  the  left  flank  and  front.  Lieuten- 
ant Robertson,  an  excellent  young  officer,  First  Sergeant  Farrell,  and  a  number 
of  men  were  wounded;  and,  as  no  cavalry  could  be  found  in  our  front,  two  of  the 
companies  returned  to  the  regimental  line,  while  the  other  two,  E  and  H,  remained 
out  in  our  front. 

Just  then  I  perceived  a  battalion  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  approaching  in  line 
from  the  direction  of  the  ford,  through  the  high  grain.  Seeing  that  all  of  my  force 
would  be  needed  for  the  work  in  hand,  I  at  once  advanced  the  Sixth  Regiment  to 
the  front  in  line  of  battle,  which  was  effected  in  handsome  style,  notwithstand- 
ing the  annoying  flank  flre  from  the  left.  Traversing  the  grain  field  the  regiment 
entered  a  heavy  belt  of  large  trees  and  undergrowth,  in  which  we  unexpectedly 
came  upon  the  San  Juan  River  flowing  between  high  banks  across  our  front.  The 
regiment  halted  on  the  bank  while  I,  taking  with  me  Company  E,  Captain  Ken- 
non  commanding,  plunged  into  the  stream  waist  deep,  crossed,  and  clambered  up 
the  farther  bank  and  through  the  brush,  at  the  outer  edge  of  which  I  came  to  a 
road  parallel  to  the  river  and  a  very  stiff  wire  fence  outside  theroad,  the  San  Juan 
Hill  fortifications  being  in  plain  view  about  400  yards  distant ,  while  to  our  right  and 
in  prolongation  of  the  road  on  which  we  stood  was  another  hill  surmounted  by  a 
large  painted  house.  This  is  the  hill  subsequently  captured  by  the  cavalry  divi- 
sion and  opposite  to  which  their  lines  extended,  though  they  were  not  in  sight  from 
the  road. 

Returning  to  the  river  bank,  I  called  to  the  regiment  to  come  over,  which  they 
did  with  impetuosity,  ofiicers  and  men  leaping  down  the  steep  bank  and  wading 
across  and  so  up  through  the  undergrowth,  until  I  had  assembled  at  the  wire 
fence  the  Sixth  Regiment  and  one  and  a  half  companies  of  the  Sixteenth,  com- 
manded, if  I  remember  rightly,  by  Captain  Whitall,  Sixteenth  Infantry.  The 
remainder  of  that  regiment  which  had  been  sent  by  General  Hawkins  to  support 
the  Sixth,  passed  unknowingly,  because  of  the  thicket,  by  the  point  where  we  had 
crossed,  and  continuing  down  the  river  beyond  our  left  flank,  crossed  considerably 
below,  as  I  afterwards  learned. 

This  was  the  first  opportunity  offered  to  efficiently  carry  out  General  Hawkins's 
order  to  enfilade  the  San  Juan  Hill,  upon  which  my  regiment  and  the  detachment 
of  the  Sixteenth  now  opened  a  hot  fire,  to  which  the  trenches  responded,  and  this 
continued  for  an  hour.  It  will  be  observed  that,  except  for  Captain  Whitall's  detach- 
ment of  the  Sixteenth,  the  Sixth  was  now  entirely  alone  in  its  attack  on  the  San 
Juan  Hill. 

The  remainder  of  the  Sixteenth  had  passed  far  beyond  my  left  and  was  now 
being  prepared  by  General  Hawkins  for  the  charge  to  be  subsequently  mentioned; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  division,  deterred  from  crossing  the  ford  on  the  Agua- 
dores road,  where  we  had  first  crossed  it  and  where  I  saw  the  dynamite  gun,  by  a 
very  heavy  fire  directed  by  the  Spaniards  on  that  ford,  had  taken  a  trail  300  yards 
to  the  left  of  the  Aguadores  road,  and,  making  a  cu-cuit  thereby,  was  not  yet  nearly 
in  range  of  the  hill.  Even  on  this  trail  the  troops  were  greatly  annoyed  by  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  coming  from  the  heights  far  over  beyond  my  left,  which  contin- 
uously swept  the  valley  in  rear  of  my  line,  and  caused  the  loss  of  a  most  promising 
young  officer,  Lieutenant  Benchley,  Sixth  Infantry,  whom  I  had  sent  back  across 
the  river  to  bring  up  any  men  who  might  have  scattered  in  the  underbrush.  He 
was  shot  dead. 
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Lieutenant  Parker,  a  most  efiflcient  officer  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry,  had  mean- 
while brought  up  four  GatUng  ^uns  to  the  position  of  the  dynamite  gun  on  the 
Aguadores  road,  about  400  yards  in  our  rear;  but,  as  we  were  hidden  from  him  by 
the  trees  on  the  river,  he  did  not  know  we  were  in  action,  and  did  not  open  fire 
until  the  final  charge. 

Here  the  Sixth  remained  contending  with  the  hill  for  about  an  hour;  but,  as  we 
were  partially  hidden  by  the  hedge  and  protected  by  a  road  trench,  our  casual- 
ties were  not  heavy.  At  the  same  time  I  was  not  satisfied  with  our  position  on  the 
road,  which,  being  oblique  to  the  hill,  gave  only  an  oblique  and  comparatively  not 
effective  fire.  I  therefore  concluded  to  advance  the  regiment  into  the  field  of  high 
grass  and  weeds  lying  between  our  present  position  and  tho  San  Juan  blockhouse. 
As  we  had  no  materials  for  cutting  the  stiff  wire  fence,  T  availed  myself  of  the 
services  of  a  Cuban  negro  soldier  who  had  found  his  way  alone  into  this  place 
and  who  with  his  machete  cut  quite  a  number  of  openings.  This  brave  fellow,  in 
the  subsequent  capture  of  the  hill,  went  forward  firing  with  the  Sixth  and  was 
killed  near  the  summit.  I  now  advanced  my  regiment  through  these  openings 
into  the  field  in  front,  some  50  paces,  and  formed  line  directly  facing  the  hill  at 
about  350  yards  distance,  where  we  opened  a  steady  and  concentrated  fire  upon 
the  fortifications,  some  of  the  companies  firing  by  file  and  others  by  volley.  This 
sustained  fire  from  a  force  partially  hidden  by  the  grass  seemed  at  first  to  stun 
the  enemjr.  Their  fire  slackened,  and  I  began  to  entertain  high  hopes.  But  the 
Spaniard  is  a  foe  to  be  respected  behind  breastworks.  Suddenly  the  blockhouse 
and  trenches  burst  out  with  cannon  and  musketry,  and  the  whole  fire  of  the  hill 
was  developed  on  my  regiment  at  short  range.  Here  was  to  be  seen  the  value  of 
discipline.  Our  line  was  torn  with  shot  and  shell;  men  were  falling  everywhere. 
Captain  Walker,  commanding  the  right-center  company,  andhis  lieutenant,  Gross; 
Captain  Torrey,  commanding  the  left-center  company,  and  his  lieutenant,  Purdy; 
Lieutenant  Tiirman,  of  Company  F,  and  one-quarter  of  my  men  were  down  in  ten 
minutes  from  the  time  the  heavy  fire  of  the  Spaniards  commenced.  Yet  no  one 
blenched,  and  all  kept  steadily  firing  without  any  thought  of  stopping  until  the 
order  should  come.  This  it  now  became  my  reluctant  duty  to  give.  I  saw  that 
the  force  on  the  hill,  in  its  intrenched  position,  was  entirely  too  strong  for  mine, 
and  that  if  we  remained  another  ten  minutes  the  regiment  would  be  destroyed. 
I  therefore,  with  my  adjutant.  Lieutenant  Bennett,  walked  along  the  line  and 
cautioned  the  company  commanders  to  move  by  the  flank  quietly  but  rapidly  to 
the  road  again,  which  was  done  in  excellent  order,  carrying  our  dead  and  wounded 
along  with  us.  As  soon  as  we  had  bestowed  these  in  safety  under  the  overhanging 
bank  of  the  river,  we  resumed  the  fire  from  the  road,  and  here  it  was  that  the 
brave  and  efficient  aid  of  General  Hawkins,  Lieut.  Dennis  Michie,  Seventeenth 
Infantry,  was  killed  in  my  line. 

We  were  now  unexpectedly  reenforced.  Lieutenant  Parker,  made  aware  by 
the  heavy  fire  from  the  hill  that  a  conflict  was  going  on  in  his  front,  opened  fire 
with  his  Gatlings  most  effectively  on  the  intrenchments,  while  from  far  down  on 
my  left  I  heard  cheering  and  shouts,  and  saw  coming  up  the  slope  toward  us  a 
multitude  of  skirmishers.  As  they  drew  nearer  we  distinguished  the  taU  figure 
of  General  Hawkins,  with  his  aid,  Lieutenant  Ord,  Sixth  Infantry,  charging  at 
the  head  of  the  skirmishers  and  waving  their  hats.  When  the  charge  came  up 
nearly  abreast  of  where  the  Sixth  stood  in  the  road,  I  ordered  the  companies  out 
through  the  gaps  in  the  wire  fence  to  join  in  it,  and  they  complied  with  the  same 
alacrity  and  enthusiasm  as  they  had  displayed  in  entering  this  bloody  field.  The 
Gatlings  redoubled  their  fierce  grinding  of  bullets  on  the  Spanish,  despite  which 
there  still  came  a  savage  fire  from  the  blockhouse  and  trenches.  Here  the  gallant 
Captain  Wefherill,  Sixth  Infantry,  fell,  shot  through  the  forehead,  at  the  head  of 
his  company,  and  I  received  a  Mauser  bullet  through  the  left  lung,  which  disa- 
bled me.  But  the  blood  of  the  troops  was  now  up,  and  no  loss  of  officers  or  men 
could  stop  them.  They  charged  up  the  incline  until,  coming  to  a  steep  rise  near 
the  top,  they  were  brought  to  a  stand  by  the  hail  of  bullets  from  the  Gatlings 
against  the  summit.  As  soon  as  this  could  be  stopped  by  a  signal  the  mingled 
troops  of  the  Sixth,  Sixteenth,  Thirteenth,  and  Twenty-fourth  swept  up  and  over 
the  hill  and  it  was  won,  Capt.  Charles  Byrne's  company,  F,  and  Capt.  Kennon's 
company,  E,  of  the  Sixth,  being  among  the  foremost,  if  not  actually  the  very  first, 
on  the  summit.  Lieutenant  Ord,  Sixth  Infantry,  being  shot  dead  in  advance  of 
the  charge  near  the  blockhouse,  and  Lieutenant  Simons  wounded  shortly  after 
its  capture. 

What  has  been  said  of  the  English,  "  that  they  never  fight  better  than  in  their 
first  battle,"  I  believe  I  may  justly  claim  for  the  Sixth  Infantry,  very  few  of  whom 
had  ever  before  been  under  fire;  yet  they  acted  from  first  to  last  of  this  trying  day 
like  veterans  of  many  battles.  Neither  at  Gettysburg  nor  in  the  lines  of  Spottsyl- 
vania  Court-house  have  I  ever  but  once  seen  as  hot  a  fire  as  the  ten  minutes  in  the 
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grass  field  when  tlie  Sixth  entered  it  the  fli-st  time,  and  when  the  regiment  sus- 
tained most  of  its  loss,  the  highest  in  percentage  of  any  regiment  in  the  army  of 
invasion;  yet  officers  and  men  fought  with  a  steady  and  determined  valor  worthy 
of  their  country  and  race.  The  regiment  took  into  action  463  officers  and  men, 
and  its  loss  was  11  officers  and  114  men. 

Again  referring  to  the  officers  of  this  regiment  who  fell  in  this  action — Capt. 
Alexander  M.  "Wetherill,  First  Lieut.  Jules  O.  Ord,  Second  Lieut.  Reuben  S.  Tur- 
man,  and  Second  Lieut.  Edmund  N.  Benchley— it  would  seem  to  me  a  benefit  to 
the  country  if  a  fitting  monument  could  be  erected  in  memory  of  their  valor  and 
that  of  the  officers  and  men  of  other  organizations. 

The  following  first  sergeants:  Thomas  FarreU,  Company  B;  Harold  M.  HaU- 
man,  Company  A;  James  Bennett,  Company  E;  Dick  Carter,  Company  F ;  WUham 
Wyley,  Company  D;  John  Murray,  Company  C;  andWilliamJ.  Brown,  Company 
H,  served  with  bravery  and  efficiency.  As  I  am  no  longer  with  the  regiment,  I  can 
not  obtain  the  names  of  the  many  noncommissioned  officers  and  men  who  deserve 
special  recommendation,  but  I  desire  to  mention  my  orderly,  Private  James  Mul- 
len, of  Company  P,  who  rendered  valuable  service,  and  by  his  entire  indifference 
to  danger  offered  a  most  excellent  example.  He  was  Mlled  at  my  side. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Haery  C.  Egbebt, 
Colonel  Twenty-second  Infantry,  late  lAeutenant-Colonel  Sixth  Infantry, 

Commanding  Regiment  at  battle  of  Santiago. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Santiago,  Augvst  5, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  report  of  the  battle  at  Caney,  Cuba,  dated  July  3, 1898, 
I  have  the  honor  to  mention  the  name  of  Capt.  R.  N.  Q-etty,  Twenty-second  Infan- 
try, for  conspicuous  and  meritorious  conduct  at  said  battle.  This  officer's  name 
was  inadvertently  omitted  ai  the  time,  and  I  request  that  this  paper  be  incorpo- 
rated as  a  part  of  said  report. 

Very  respectfully,  William  Ludlow, 

Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Plateau  Sueno,  July  4, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUovring  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
brigade  from  the  afternoon  of  June  30  to  include  the  assault  and  capture  of  Caney 
on  the  following  day: 

After  an  extended  reconnaissance  on  June  30  by  the  division  commander,  accom- 
panied by  those  of  the  three  brigades,  the  following  instructions  were  given: 

The  Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Chaffee  commanding,  was  to  move  out 
from  the  headquarters  camp  on  the  Sevilla  and  El  Poso  road,  deflecting  up  the 
valley  of  the  San  Juan  to  a  plateau  selected  for  an  artillery  position,  about  1^ 
miles  southward  of  Caney,  and  thence  bearing  northeastward  to  reach  a  point  on 
the  northeast  side  of  Caney.  The  First  Brigade  was  to  follow  and  lie  for  the 
night  in  the  vicinity  of  the  artillery  position,  in  readiness  for  the  combined  move- 
ment to  be  made  early  in  the  morning. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Miles  commanding,  was  to  move  to  El  Poso,  and 
thence  to  the  Decrot  hoiise,  which  was  designated  by  the  division  commander  as 
a  general  rendezvous  after  the  day's  work  had  been  completed.  The  battery  of 
light  artillery  of  four  guns.  Captain  Capron  commanding,  was  to  occupy  its  posi- 
tion after  dark,  and  be  prepared  to  open  on  Caney  as  soon  as  the  infantry  columns 
were  in  readiness  for  assault.  The  Third  Brigade  was  more  immediately  charged 
with  the  reduction  of  Caney,  supposed  to  have  a  garrison  of  from  600  to  1,000,  and 
known  to  be  defended  by  a  stone  work  on  a  commanding  elevation  eastward  of 
the  village,  three  or  four  blockhouses,  and  well-constructed  rifle  pits. 

The  First  Brigade  was  to  occupy  the  road  leading  westward  from  Caney  toward 
Santiago,  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  garrison  should  it  attempt  to  escape. 
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June  30,  the  First  Brigade  broke  camp  at  5  p.  m.,  moved  down  the  El  Posoroad, 
thence  deflected  northward,  and  lay  along  the  road  for  night  without  lights  or  calls. 
July  1,  the  men  were  axoused  at  4  a.  m.,  and  at  4.30  took  the  road  westward, 
passing  in  front  of  the  artillery  position  and  looking  for  a  road  which  would  put 
the  brigade  on  the  Caney-Decrot  road  at  a  point  about  one-third  the  distance 
between  the  two  places  and  to  the  westward  of  a  line  from  the  artillery  position 
to  Fort  San  Miguel,  a  prominent  object  on  the  summit  of  one  of  the  northern 
foothills.  This  line  was  designated  by  the  division  commander  in  order  that  the 
artillery  fire  might  not  imperii  the  troops  in  the  early  morning.  No  crossroads 
were  found,  although  several  led  toward  Caney;  but  the  command  occupied  tem- 
porarily all  of  these,  and  then  both  of  the  main  roads,  the  principal  one  being  indi- 
cated by  a  telephone  line.  Endeavor  was  made  to  find  if  there  was  a  third  road 
lying  north  of  the  Caney-Decrot  road,  but  the  Eighth  Infantry,  exploring  near 
the  Decrot  house,  and  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry,  skir- 
mishing northward,  had  found  none.  The  artillery  opened  about  6.30  a.  m. ,  and  at 
7  a.  m.  sharp  firing  to  the  eastward  clearly  indicated  that  the  Third  Brigade  was 
at  work.  The  First  Brigade  was  moved  rapidly  forward  toward  Caney,  and, 
arriving  about  1,000  or  1,300  yards  therefrom,  was  greeted  by  a  sharp  Mauser  Sie 
that  swept  the  roads  and  cut  the  leaves  from  the  trees.  The  brigade  was  imme- 
diately deployed,  the  Eighth  Infantry  on  the  left;  First  Battalion,  Twenty-second 
Infantry,  the  center;  and  the  Second  Massachusetts  on  the  right.  The  Second 
Battalion  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry  had  not  yet  come  in  from  skirmishing, 
having  been  delayed  by  thick  chaparral  and  failing  to  get  the  later  order  to  return. 
Subsequently  it  was  disposed  on  the  left  of  the  Eighth,  and  did  admirable  service. 
While  deploying  his  coiamand,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patterson,  of  the  Twenty- 
Second  Infantry  ,was  shot  in  the  groin,  and  the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved 
on  Major  Van  Home.  The  Brigade  moved  steadily  forward  under  a  scorching 
fire  that  produced  many  casualties,  although  every  endeavor  was  made  to  take 
advantage  of  cover — trees,  hedges,  grass,  bushes,  and  the  like.  The  enemy  had 
made  elaborate  preparations  to  receive  us;  and  the  blockhouses,  numerous intrench- 
ments,  and  rifle  pits,  almost  invisible,  and  multiplied  loopholes  in  the  houses 
gave  them  many  points  of  vantage,  in  addition  to  which  they  had  studied  the 
range,  and  the  shooting  was  accurate  and  incessant.  The  dash  and  intrepidity  of 
our  men,  however,  could  not  be  restrained,  although  they  were  constantly  cau- 
tioned not  to  expose  themselves,  to  aim  deliberately,  and  not  to  fire  unless  at  a 
definite  object.  They  were  almost  instructed  to  ignore  the  blockhouses  as  a  waste 
of  ammunition,  and  to  try  to  kiU  the  men  in  the  rifle  pits  or  when  exposed  outside 
of  them.  F.or  about  three  hours  the  firing  from  both  brigades  and  from  the  gar- 
rison was  very  heavy,  and  the  list  of  casualties  shows  how  severe  the  work  was. 
From  13  to  1  p.  m.  there  was  a  lull,  when  the  action  again  became  violent,  and  at 
3  p.  m.  the  Third  Brigade  captured  the  stone  fort  with  a  rush,  and  hoisted  the 
American  flag.  The  garrison  in  the  village,  however,  held  on  until  about  4.30, 
when  the  volley  firing  by  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-second  into  a  sunken  intrench- 
ment  in  their  front,  which  had  done  great  execution  among  our  people  and  which 
had  evidently  been  occupied  by  the  best  part  of  the  garrison,  compelled  its  evacu- 
ation. The  occupants,  including  many  officers  of  high  rank,  were  shot  as  they 
ran  past  the  front  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry,  and 
not  over  thirty  or  forty  of  the  entire  garrison  could  have  escaped.  Among  the 
slain  was  the  Spanish  general,  Vera  de  Eey. 

As  soon  as  the  dead  and  wounded — our  own  and  those  of  the  enemy — could 
receive  due  attention,  it  was  proposed  to  put  the  command  in  camp  after  a  day  of 
extraordinary  exertion,  but  orders  were  received  to  take  the  road  to  the  Decrot 
House,  thence  toward  Santiago.  The  brigade  lay  part  of  the  night  on  the  road 
west  of  Ducrot  House,  without  rations,  and  thence  marched  by  a  narrow,  dark 
trail  toward  Marianajay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  division  commander  to  the 
extraordinary  intrepidity,  dash,  and  persistence  of  our  men,  who  in  these  respects 
could  not  have  been  excelled  by  the  most  hardy  veterans,  while  as  a  matter  of 
fact  not  ten  men  in  the  entire  brigade  had  ever  been  under  flre.  The  men  and 
officers  behaved  with  extraordinary  coolness  and  courage,  needing  repression  and 
caution  instead  of  encouragement,  and  constant  instruction  not  to  expose  them- 
selves unnecessarily.  The  attack  of  a  fortified  place  by  infantry  is  usually 
attended  by  disaster,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  difificult  military  opera- 
tions. In  the  present  case  the  artillery  fire  was  too  distant  to  reduce  the  block- 
houses or  destroy  the  intrenchments,  so  that  the  attack  was  practically  by  infantry 
alone,  with  the  result  that  two  brigades  of  untried  and  unseasoned  troops,  led 
mainly  by  officers  of  no  war  experience,  accomplished  the  capture  of  the  place 
and  the  annihilation  of  the  garrison,  composed  of  skillful  and  determined  men 
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with  every  aid  that  military  ingenuity  could  devise,  after  eight  hours  of  almost 
constant  and  exceedingly  deadly  fighting.  The  event  stands  out  under  the  cir- 
cumstances as  an  almost  unrivaled  and  unique  performance.  The  list  of  casual- 
ties shows  how  severe  and  desperate  was  the  wort,  and  establishes  the  courage, 
resolution,  and  indomitable  persistence  of  our  troops. 

The  average  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was,  for  ofi&cers,  14  per  cent,  and  for 
the  enlisted  men  8  per  cent;  these  proportions  increasing  in  the  case  of  the 
Twenty-second  Infantry,  which  held  the  center  and  left  flank,  to  35  per  cent  for 
the  officers  and  10  per  cent  for  the  men. 

With  so  brilliant  a  record  for  all  concerned  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  discriminate 
as  to  individual  mention,  but  justice  requires  that  attention  be  called  to  the  fine 
manner  in  which  Major  Van  Home,  of  the  Twenty-second,  and  Major  Conrad, 
of  the  Eighth,  handled  their  respective  commands.  The  Second  Massachusetts 
was  handicapped  by  the  use  of  smoky  powder  and  the  inferior  range  of  its  .45 
Springfield  muskets,  but  nevertheless  in  several  respects  made  a  good  begianing. 
While  I  could  not  personally  be  present  at  all  points  of  the  action,  I  must  give 
special  mention  to  Captains  Lockwood  and  Crittenden,  of  the  Twenty-second 
Infantry,  commanding  battalions,  and  Lieutenants  Godfrey  and  Newell,  of  the 
same  regiment;  also  to  Captains  Wilson  and  Terrett,  of  the  Eighth  Infantry, 
although  I  am  conscious  that  many  others  are  hardly  less  entitled  to  mention. 

It  is  a  pity  that  in  individual  cases  there  is  so  little  opportunity  for  rewarding 
on  the  field  itself  a  special  act  of  gallantry  or  soldierly  conduct.  To  my  staff  I 
am  especially  indebted  for  most  valuable  aid  and  in  most  trying  conditions,  and 
would  mention  especially  Captain  Anderson,  Seventh  Cavalry,  my  aid,  and  Cap- 
tain Kell,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  brigade  adjutant,  who  were  everywhere  on 
the  field  and  indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  I  inclose  herewith 
reports  from  the  regimental  commanders  of  this  brigade;  also  a  list  of  killed  and 
wounded. 

Your  obedient  servant,  William  Ludlow, 

Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Report  of  hilled  and  wounded,  First  Brigade^  Second  Division 

July  1, 

1898. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Killed. 

Wounded- 

Missing. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

0 
0 
1 

1 
6 
3 

0 
0 
0 

6 
5 
4 

45 
39 
38 

0 

0 

0 

Total        

1 

10 

0 

15 

122 

0 

Aggregate  officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded,  148. 

Strength  present. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

16 
25 
43 

ilR 

TweDty-.second  Infantry 

Second  Maasaci  usetta 

436 
8a3 

6 

1 

officers  w 
officer  k 
wounded 

ounded,  43 
lied,  3  w 

men  ki] 
junded  j 

.ed  and  w( 
41  men  1 

nnded. 
dlled  and 

Average  per  cent  of  loss  for  brigade:  Officers,  14  per  cent;  enlisted  men,  8  per  cent. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  in  brigade: 

Eighth  Infantry. — Lieut.  J.  R.  Seyburn  (wounded). 

Twenty-second  Infantry. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Patterson,  Captain  Crittenden 
(present  for  duty) ,  Captain  Mosher,  Captain  Jones,  Lieutenant  Godfrey,  and 
Lieutenant  Wassell,  all  wounded. 

Second  Massachusetts.— First  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Field  killed,  and  Capt.  W.  T. 
Warner  and  Second  Lieuts.  D.  J.  Moynhan  and  Oscar  D.  Hapgood  wounded. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  Kell, 
Captain,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
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Third  United  States  Cavalry, 

Before  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  9, 1898 
Tie  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  morning  of  Jnly  1, 1898,  found  the  Third 
Cavalry  camped  at  El  Poso.  About  7.45  a.  m.  it  received  orders  to  move  out, 
which  it  did  at  8  a.  m.,  taking  the  main  road  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  in  rear  of  the 
Sixth  Cavalry.  While  following  the  road  much  delay  ensued  from  some  reason 
unknown  to  the  undersigned.  The  regiment  was  under  fire  from  8.30  a.  m.  till 
after  nightfall.  This  first  fire  was  from  shell  and  shrapnel,  and  caused  some  loss. 
About  10  a.  m.  we  reached  San  Juan  River  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  road  in 
two  lines, and  there  deposited  our  packs.  Soon  after  I  received  orders  from  the 
brigade  commander  (Colonel  Carroll)  that  when  the  regiment  moved  it  go  for- 
ward from  where  it  was  in  two  lines,  and  that  it  was  eventually  to  be  the  left  of 
the  brigade.  Afterwards  I  was  told  by  Captain  Howze  to  move  to  the  right,  and 
again  by  Colonel  CarroU  to  take  position  on  left  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry  (Major 
Lebo) .  I  was  prepared  to  do  this  when  Lieutenant  Miley  told  me  positively  that 
the  Third  Cavalry  was  to  be  north  of  the  road  and  on  the  right-hand  side,  and 
this  was  immediately  confirmed  by  General  Sumner. 

The  regiment  then  waited  in  two  lines,  with  its  left  immediately  on  the  road, 
seeking  cover,  but  still  men  were  being  shot.  About  11.45  a.  m.  we  were  ordered 
by  Captain  Howze  to  advance,  which  we  immediately  did  in  two  lines,  the  sec- 
ond squadron.  Troops  B,  H,  I,  and  K,  Captain  Morton  commanding,  in  the  first, 
and  the  first  squadron,  Troops  C,  E,  and  F,  Major  Jackson  commanding,  in  the 
second.  In  moving  forward  the  first  line  became  at  once  entangled  with  other 
regiments,  but  moved  on,  and  finally  Troops  H  and  K  reached  the  most  northern 
house.  Troop  I  went  more  to  the  left,  and  Troep  B  farther  still.  The  line  then 
moved  forward,  and  Troops  H  and  K  went  to  the  top  of  the  west  hiU  crest;  B  and 
I  went  farther  to  the  left  and  to  the  crests  of  the  hills  in  their  front.  Here  I  was 
wounded  and  left  the  field  for  about  four  hours.  On  returning  to  the  regiment 
I  found  the  second  squadron  holding  a  ridge  about  north  of  the  most  western 
house.  I  had  passed  the  first  squadron  at  the  other  house,  where  it  had  been 
stopped  by  General  Sumner,  the  brigade  commander.  Later  it  joined  the  first 
line.    The  regiment  did  its  whole  duty. 

Six  offlcers  wounded,  3  enlisted  men  killed,  1  enlisted  man  injured,  3  enlisted 
men  absent  (sick),  48  enlisted  men  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  "W.  Wessells,  Jr., 
Major,  Third  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Third  Cavalry, 
Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Vt.,  October  IS,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Abmy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  the  13th  instant  stating  that  reginiental 
reports  were  missing  from  General  Sumner's  brigade  in  connection  with  Santiago 
campaign,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  report  made  by  me  on  July  9, 
1898,  which  was  sent  to  brigade  headquarters  same  date. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  "Wessells,  Jr., 
Major,  Third  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Camp  Hamilton, 
Near  El  Caney,  Cuba,  July  SI,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  IT.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade  occupied  the 
trenches  before  Santiago,  on  the  Fort  San  Juan  hill,  from  July  3  to  the  17th,  both 
inclusive.    On  July  3  it  was  subjected  to  severe  fire  and,  at  night,  there  was  every 
indication  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy,  but  proved  to  be  the  enemy's  outpost  recon- 
noitering  to  discover  our  line  of  intrenchment.    During  the  time,  principally  at 
night,  our  original  line  of  trenches  were  corrected  and  strengthened  to  conform 
to  the  military  advantages  of  the  natural  topography.    The  heat  was  trying  on 
the  officers  and  men. 

24  Mg 
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In  the  fight  of  July  1  many  of  the  oflflcers  and  men  lost  their  blanket  rolls  and 
have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  procure  others;  consequently  they  suffered  severely 
from  the  heat,  rains,  and  cold  nights. 

All  ofllcers  and  men  fully  performed  their  duties  under  unusual  circumstances 
and  are  deserving  of  the  highest  praise  and  conamendation. 

As  to  casualties  in  the  brigade,  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to 
inclosures. 

On  July  17  the  city  and  Spanish  army  formally  surrendered,  and  on  the  18th 
the  brigade  marched  to  its  present  location  and  encamped, 
very  respectfully, 

-^  S.  S.  Sumner, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hbadquartbes  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded.  The  command  deserves  great  credit  for  their  endur- 
ance and  good  conduct  during  the  trying  times  intervening  during  the  battle  of 
July  1  and  the  surrender  on  the  17th.  The  line  defended  by  the  entire  division 
was  fully  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length.  The  men  erected  breastworks  along 
the  entire  line,  which  placed  them  in  an  impregnable  line  of  defense.  General 
Sumner  and  all  his  officers  and  men  deserve  high  commendation  for  their  service 
during  this  period. 

Jos.  Wheeler, 
Major-General,  XJ.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


First  Cavalry  Brigade — Casualties  July  1, 1898. 


Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Total. 

Killerl         

1 
12 

103 

i 

8 

115 

4 

Total           

13 

114 

127 

First  Cavalry  Brigade,  casualties  July  2 

1898. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Total. 

Killed            

ai 

2 

8 

3 

8 

Total 

1 

10 

11 

a  Acting  assistant  surgeon. 

First  Cavalry  Brigade,  casualties  July  3, 1898. 
Wounded. — 2  enlisted  men. 

First  Cavalry  Brigade,  casualties  July  10, 1898. 
Wounded. — 2  enlisted  men. 


Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  6, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Army  op  Invasion. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
SlU:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
cavalry  division  in  the  battle  of  Fort  San  Juan: 

On  June  30,  pursuant  to  verbal  instructions,  I  assumed  command  of  the  dis- 
mounted cavalry  division,  placing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carroll  in  command  of  the 
First  Brigade  and  Colonel  Wood  the  second  (Young  sick) ,  and  moved  to  El  Peso. 
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July  1,  at  7  a.  m.,  the  division  proceeded  toward  Santiago,  and  when,  at  abont 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  El  Poso,  on  narrow  road,  directly  between  the  two 
points,  my  command  was  halted  to  await  orders,  and  for  nearly  an  hour  subjected 
to  the  effects  of  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  passing  over  the 
conamand  in  column  of  twos. 

I  then  received  verbal  instructions  to  move  to  the  San  Juan  Creek  and  hold  it. 
When  the  advance  a;uard  crossed  the  creek  a  small  volley  was  fli-ed  upon  it  by  the 
enemy,  who  retreated  to  a  high  hiU  about  1,200  yards  to  my  right  front. 

After  crossing  the  creek  vsdth  sufflcient  strength  to  hold  it  and  protect  the 
crossing  I  received  verbal  orders  to  move  by  the  right  flank  to  connect  with  Law- 
ton's  left.  During  the  execution  of  this  movement  a  balloon,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Derby,  came  up  the  road,  forcing  open  "Wood's  brigade  and  cutting  it 
in  two,  thereby  delaying  the  movement.  The  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  opened 
upon  the  balloon  and  continued  for  more  than  an  hour,  thereby  subjecting  part 
of  my  command  massed  and  the  rest  moving  by  the  flank  to  long  shrapnel  fire. 
Many  officers  and  men  were  wounded  here  by  exploding  shells  and  small  arms' 
firing  of  the  enemy.  After  completing  the  deployment  the  command  was  so 
much  committed  to  battle  that  it  became  necessary  either  to  advance  or  else 
retreat  under  fire. 

Lieutenant  Miley,  representing  General  Shafter,  authorized  an  advance,  which 
was  ordered,  Carroll's  brigade  taking  the  advance,  reinforced  on  the  right  by 
Roosevelt's  regiment  and  supported  by  the  First  and  Tenth  Cavalry  of  Wood's 
brigade. 

The  advance  was  made  under  heavy  infantry  fire  through  open  flat  ground,  cut 
up  by  wire  fences,  to  the  creek,  distant  about  600  yards.  The  advance  was  made 
in  good  order,  the  enemy's  fire  being  returned  only  under  favorable  opportunities. 
In  crossing  the  flat  one  officer  (Captain  O'NeU)  and  several  men  were  killed  and 
several  officers  and  men  wounded.  Both  sides  of  the  creek  are  heavily  wooded 
for  about  200  yards.  The  creek  was  swollen,  and  the  crossing  through  this  space 
and  the  creek  was  made  with  ^eat  difficulty. 

After  passing  through  the  thick  woods  the  ground  was  entirely  open  and  fenced 
by  wire.  From  this  line  it  was  necessary  to  storm  the  hill,  upon  the  top  of  which 
is  a  house  loopholed,  etc.,  for  defense.  The  slope  of  the  hill  is  very  difficult,  but 
the  assault  was  made  with  great  gallantry  and  vfith  much  loss  to  the  enemy.  In 
this  assault  Colonel  Hamilton,  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Shipp  were  killed;  Colonel 
Carroll,  Lieutenants  Thayer  and  Myer  were  wounded.  A  number  of  casualties 
occurred  among  the  enlisted  men.  After  taking  this  hill  the  front  line  advanced 
to  take  the  Fort  San  Juan  Hill  under  fire  from  strong  force  of  the  enemy  in 
trenches  and  house  known  as  "  Blockhouse."  A  reserve  was  formed  and  held  on 
hill  already  captured. 

The  assault  was  successful,  the  line  storming  the  trenches  and  blockhouse  with 
conspicuous  gallantry  and  coolness,  capturing  three  prisoners,  wounding  and 
killing  many  of  the  enemy. 

I  gave  orders  to  hold  the  San  Juan  Hill.  To  do  this  it  was  necessary  to  clear 
the  flat  surface  to  the  west  of  the  Spanish  works  captured,  which  was  done  by 
skirmish  line,  and  took  and  held  the  advance  Une  still  occupied  by  our  forces 
intrenched.    In  holding  this  line  Major  Forse  was  killed. 

This  position  was  taken  at  about  3.30  p.  m. 

The  firing  continued  tUl  dark,  especially  bjr  the  enemy.  Immediately  after 
dark  the  command  intrenched  in  the  strong  position  now  held  by  it. 

Connected  with  nay  left,  Hawkins's  brigade  of  Kent's  division  carried  every- 
thing in  front  of  it  and  captured  the  house  and  hill  known  as  "  Fort  San  Juan  " 
proper. 

During  the  fight,  which  lasted  from  9.45  a.  m.  till  dark,  all  officers  showed 
marked  ability.    A  report  in  special  cases  will  be  made  at  a  later  date. 

The  conduct  of  the  enlisted  men,  with  few  exceptions,  is  deserving  of  the  high- 
est praise. 

A  special  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  has  already  been  submitted  to  Gen- 
eral Wheeler  by  brigade  commanders. 

Attention  is  invited  to  Colonel  Wood's  report  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

Report  of  First  Brigade  will  be  submitted  later.    Colonel  Carroll  wounded. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  S.  Sumner, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

In  front  of  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  10, 1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded.  General  Sumner  had  assumed  command  of  the  divi- 
sion on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  under  the  supposition  that  I  was  ill.  I  had  been 
directed  by  the  adjutant-general  of  the  Fifth  Corps  to  give  directions  to  both  Gen- 
eral Sumner  and  General  Kent.  I  complied  with  this  and  gave  them  directions 
in  person.  I  did  not  deem  it  best  or  kind  to  immediately  displace  General  Sumner 
from  command  of  the  division,  or  to  displace  Colonel  Carroll  irom  command  of 
the  First  Brigade.  I  therefore  gave  directions  to  the  division  through  General 
Sumner,  and,  with  the  aid  of  my  staff,  also  gave  directions  to  Colonels  Wood  and 
Carroll  until  the  afternoon,  after  which  I  gave  directions  to  General  Sumner  as 
commander  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  to  Colonel  Wood  as  commander  of  the  Second 
Brigade. 

General  Sumner  was  immediately  under  my  supervision  and  observation.  He 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  gallant  and  eflflcient  service  throughout  the  day, 
whether  in  command  of  the  division  or  brigade,  and  I  cordially  recommend  his 
promotion  to  major-general. 

Jos.  Wheelee, 
Major-General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


[Copy  of  telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  H,  1898. 
Commanding  General  United  States  Troops, 

Tampa,  Fla.: 
Secretary  War  directs  that  you  order  Lieutenant  Heard,  Third  Cavalry,  and  10 
United  States  soldiers  to  accompany  the  Wanderer  on  the  trip  she  is  ordered,  to 
represent  the  United  States;  a  report  to  be  rendered  on  his  return  of  the  infor- 
mation obtained  by  him.  The  troops  will  return  with  the  Wanderer  to  Key  West, 
where  they  can  take  a  boat  to  Tampa. 

Carter, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Abmy  Corps, 

Tampa,  Fla.,  July  H,  1898. 
Oflcial  copy  respectfully  furnished  First  Lieut.  John  W.  Heard,  quartermas- 
ter Third  Cavalry,  for  his  information  and  guidance. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Coppinger: 

Clarence  E.  Edwards, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


B. 


Bureau  op  Information, 
Tampa,  Fla.,  July  16, 1898. 


First  Lieut.  John  W.  Heard, 

Third  Cavalry,  Port  Tampa,  Fla. 
Sir:  It  is  desired  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  that  you  obtain  as  much 
information  as  you  can  relative  to  the  coast  line  of  the  part  of  Cuba  which  the 
Wanderer  will  visit,  special  reference  being  paid  to  inlets  or  bays  where  a  suitable 
landing  could  be  made.  Should  you  get  a  chance  to  venture  into  the  interior 
with  Mr.  Somerford,  information  of  the  inhabitants,  food  supply,  water  supply, 
morale  of  the  insurgent  troops,  is  especially  desired.  In  fact,  everything  that  is 
of  interest  to  the  Government  in  case  of  operations  against  Havana  will  be  of 
great  interest  t )  the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  E.  Brady,  Jr., 

Captain,  Signal  Corps,  in  Charge  of  Bureau, 
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0. 

U.  S.  S.  Marietta,  Third  Rate, 

OffBahia  Honda,  Cuba,  July  26, 1898. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  state  that  I  steamed  this  forenoon  about  10  miles  to  the  west- 
ward of  Bahia  Honda^here  the  American  steamer  Wanderer,  carrying  an  expe- 
dition Tinder  the  comiSnd  of  Lieutenant  Heard,  United  States  Army,  were  landing 
stores  on  the  33d  instant  for  the  use  of  the  Cuban  insurgent  army.  A  boat  con- 
taining a  party  of  insurgents  with  Commander  Ralph  Gutierres  y  Marin  came 
alongside  and  reported  that  he  was  directed  by  General  Diaz,  of  the  Cuban  army, 
commanding  in  this  district,  to  inform  Lieutenant  Heard,  United  States  Army, 
that  no  further  danger  of  an  attack  need  be  apprehended,  as  he  had  outposts  near 
Bahia  Honda  of  sufficient  strength  1^0  prevent  the  advance  of  a  Spanish  force  from 
that  place;  that  the  general  was  anxiously  awaiting  the  return  of  the  Wanderer 
and  the  receipt  of  the  stores  which  she  has  on  board  for  his  force,  which  his  staff 
officer  reports  to  be  2,000  in  number. 

That  officer  also  informed  me  that  all  of  the  stores  thus  far  landed  by  that  vessel 
were  safely  transported  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Diaz  in  the  mountains, 
about  5  miles  back  from  the  coast  line. 

Understanding  that  vessel  communicated  with  you  on  the  34th  instant,  I  send 
this  report  vrithout  delay  by  the  Woodbury. 

Respectfully,  F.  M.  Symonds, 

Commander,  United  States  Navy,  Com/manding. 
Commodore  J.  A.  Howell,  United  States  Navy, 

Commanding  First  Squadron,  North  Atlantic  Fleet, 

Or  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Camp  at  Montaxjk  Point,  Long  Island, 

August  21,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Aritt,  Washington,  JO.  C. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  IJ,  1898,  copy  attached,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
at  3.30  o'clock  p.  m.  July  16, 1898, 1  left  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  with  11  enlisted  men 
of  the  Third  Cavalry,  on  the  steamship  Wanderer,  to  accompany  an  expedition 
under  charge  of  Col.  Frederico  Perez,  of  the  Cuban  forces,  intended  to  land  stores 
and  munitions  of  war  for  the  insurgents  in  Cuba. 

The  crew  consisted  of  21  men,  all  told.  There  were  in  addition  on  board  34 
Cubans  and  1  American,  a  Mr.  Somerford,  an  employee  pf  the  Bureau  of  Military 
tiformation. 

The  cargo  consisted  of  800  rifles  and  carbines  (Springfield),  550,000  rounds  of 
cartridges,  1  ton  of  dynamite,  about  15,000  rations,  and  an  assorted  lot  of  stores, 
including  clothing. 

On  July  18  we  arrived  at  Key  West  and  remained  till  the  30th,  the  intervening 
time  being  spent  in  coaling  and  repairing  the  ship's  windlass.  July  21  the  ship 
reached  Leviza  Pass,  in  the  Colorado  Reefs,  some  75  miles  west  of  Havana  and 
on  the  Pinar  del  Rio  coast.  In  the  afternoon  communication  was  made  with  the 
insurgents  on  shore  and  arrangements  made  to  land  the  next  morning  a  portion 
of  the  cargo  at  the  mouth  of  the  Manimani  River,  some  6  miles  to  the  west  of  the 
town  of  Bahia  Honda.  All  day  of  the  32d  the  discharge  of  cargo  was  carried  on 
under  considerable  difficulties.  The  Wanderer  drawing  about  15  feet  of  water, 
the  stores  had  to  be  lightered  off  in  three  large  skiffs  taken  along  for  this  purpose. 
They  were  landed  on  the  east  side  of  the  Manimani  and  turned  over  to  Colonel 
Carillo,  of  the  insurgent  army.  In  the  afternoon,  after  a  reconnoissance  of  the 
terrain  and  an  investigation  of  the  shore  situation,  and  acting  for  the  United 
States,  I  declined  to  allow  any  further  discharge  of  cargo  on  the  east  shore  of  the 
river,  and  further  ordered  that  all  supplies  now  on  this  side  be  moved  immediately 
to  the  west  bank,  where  was  located  the  insurgent  forces,  in  my  opinion  about 
90  half-starved  and  badly  equipped  men,  although  they  claimed  300.  This  action 
on  my  part,  against  the  wishes  of  the  Cuban  commander,  was  taken  because  I 
had  become  convinced  that  the  Cubans,  almost  without  exception,  were  untrust- 
worthy in  their  reports  of  their  security  and  strength,  exaggeration  seeming  to  be 
a  fault  with  them  all.  Colonel  Carillo  informed  me  that  the  dense  and  scrubby 
thickets  lying  between  Bahia  Honda  and  the  beach  gust  east  of  the  Manimani's 
mouth  were  utterly  impassable  for  troops  from  the  Bahia  Honda  garrison,  but 
as  I  had  particularly  requested  it  he  had  it  thoroughly  scouted  and  picketed. 
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This  statement  I  fotmd  to  be  incorrect,  and,  as  above  mentioned,  directed  that  the 
remainder  of  the  cargo  intended  for  Pinar  del  Eio  be  placed  west  of  the  river's 
mouth.  The  river  v^as  about  150  yards  wide  and  quite  swift  and  deep  up  as  far 
as  I  was  able  to  have  it  explored,  some  3J  miles.  There  were  no  fords  in  this  dis- 
tance, and  therefore  it  became  such  a  valuable  line  of  resistance  that  I  concluded 
I  was  justified  in  overruling  the  wishes  of  the  Cubans  for  the  western  landing, 
especially  as  the  only  objection  was  that  there  would  be  about  half  a  mile  more  of 
lightering  with  the  boats  and  the  consequent  additional  manual  work.  I  believe 
it  is  the  opinion  now,  even  of  the  Cubans  themselves,  that  this  change  in  landing 
places  saved  the  cargo  from  capture  by  Spaniards.  I  am  convinced  that  this 
change  and  the  presence  of  the  11  American  sharpshooters  even  saved  the  insur- 
gents themselves  from  a  crushing  surprise  and  defeat.  I  move  the  Wanderer  so 
as  to  command  with  my  fire  the  entrance  of  the  river. 

At  9.30  o'clock  a.  m.  next  day,  July  33,  a  Spanish  force  from  Bahia  Honda  came 
through  the  thickets  to  the  identical  spot  where  the  previous  landings  had  been, 
surprised  and  Mlled  the  3  Cuban  scouts  posted  east  of  the  Manimani,  and  opened 
fire  from  the  beach  upon  the  Wanderei-,  which  lay  about  half  a  mile  off  shore.  At 
the  same  time  they  attempted  to  cross  the  river  in  order  to  reach  the  insurgents 
and  the  discharged  cargo,  the  last  boat  load  of  which,  destined  for  this  place,  had 
just  been  landed.  I  immediately  returned  their  fire  by  volleys,  drove  the  Span- 
iards off  the  beach  into  the  thick  woods  in  rear,  and  effectually  prevented  them 
from  crossing  the  river.  In  the  meantime,  keeping  up  an  individual  fire,  I 
ordered  the  ship  out  to  sea  till  out  of  range  of  the  Mauser  rifles  with  which  the 
Spaniards  were  armed.  At  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  shore  I  halted  and 
picked  up  all  boats  and  men  not  already  on  board,  with  36  Cubans  from  the  prov- 
ince who  came  to  me  for  protection.  The  Spanish  force  immediately  retreated 
to  Bahia  Honda,  carrying  off  the  field  some  of  their  men,  wounded  at  least. 

In  all,  in  addition  to  the  3  Cuban  scouts  killed  on  shore  through  their  lack  of 
vigilance,  there  were  on  our  side,  in  ship,  in  boats,  and  on  shore,  8  men  wounded — 
3  Americans,  members  of  the  crew  (Mate  William  Ross  and  Seaman  "William 
Davis),  and  6  Cubans.  None  of  the  wounds  were  fatal,  and  with  two  or  three 
exceptions  not  even  serious,  some  of  them  being  mere  scratches  and  burns.  I 
had  26  men  engaged  in  the  skirmish — 11  Americans  and  15  Cubans.  No  Ameri- 
can soldier  was  injured.  The  Spanish  loss  I  do  not  know.  They  called  across 
the  river, however, to  the  insurgents  that  they  had  "killed  all  the  American  pigs 
and  only  had  4  men  slightly  wounded."  I  remain"fed  at  anchor  about  two  hours, 
communicating  constantly  with  shore  until  I  had  assured  myself  of  the  safety  of 
the  insurgents  on  land  and  of  every  particle  of  the  cargo;  also  of  the  retreat  of  the 
Spanish,  when  I  sailed  for  Havana  to  have  my  wounded  receive  the  attention  of  the 
blockading  fleet  surgeons.  Arriving  near  Havana  about  dark,  the  surgeons  of  the 
Windom  and  Woodbury  came  aboard,  dressed  the  wounds,  and  advised  that  cer- 
tain wounded  men  (the  two  American  members  of  the  crew  being  included) ,  be 
taken  to  the  hospital  at  Key  West  as  soon  as  practicable,  in  order  to  secure 
proper  treatment.  Accordingly  next  morning  I  sailed  for  Key  West,  accompa- 
nied by  a  surgeon  from  the  flagship  San  Frandseo.  Arriving  at  Key  West 
after  night,  I  could  not  enter  the  harbor  until  the  morning  of  July  85,  when  the 
port  quarantine  officer  refused  to  permit  the  ship  to  dock,  or  even  to  allow  me  to 
land  the  wounded,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  surgeon  of  the  San  Frandseo 

fave  his  certificate  that  there  was  no  infection  on  board  ship.  It  was  only  when 
refused  to  leave  unless  the  wounded  were  landed  that  he  consented  for  them  to 
be  sent  to  the  marine  hospital,  with  the  condition  that  there  should  be  no  other 
communication  with  the  shore.  The  wounded  landed,  I  immediately,  at  13  o'clock 
noon,  stood  again  for  Bahia  Honda.  In  the  afternoon  of  July  26  I  landed  the  26 
Cubans  I  had  brought  away  from  Pinar  Del  Eio,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  37th 
put  ashore  8  horses  and  Cubans,  with  a  few  supplies  for  them,  at  Morillo  Pass,  25 
miles  west  of  Manimani.  My  landing  party  was  fired  on  by  a  large  force  of 
Spaniards,  with  the  result  that  1  man,  a  Cuban,  was  slightly  wounded.  The 
Spanish  force,  however,  was  so  far  away  that  the  Cubans  easily  escaped  on  horse- 
back in  the  woods  toward  the  insurgent  camps  in  the  mountains,  to  which  they 
belonged.  The  insurgents  had  scattered,  having  only  a  fewpaciflcos  on  the  coast 
as  guard. 

Messengers  from  the  insurgent  General  Diaz  informed  me  that,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  Spanish  commanding  general  of  the  province,  Hernandez  Velasco, 
was  within  a  few  miles  with  3,000  men,  of  all  arms  of  the  service,  and  watching 
for  this  particular  expedition,  he  could  not  now  afford  me  any  protection  in  land- 
ing, nor  would  it  be  possible  to  receive  further  supplies  in  safety;  this  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  had  previously  sent  me  word  that  he  could  himself 
raise  a  well-equipped  army  of  3,000  men  and  protect  the  expedition  against  any 
Spanish  attacking  force.     (See  letter  hereto  attached  and  marked  C.) 
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The  pacificos  also  informed  me  that  the  Spanish  loss  in  the  skirmish  of  July  33 
was  very  severe,  one  of  them  even  saying  that  it  was  100  men  killed  and  wounded. 
My  own  impression  concerning  the  Spanish  force  and  loss  July  33  at  Manimani 
River,  gained  from  actual  and  careful  investigation  and  observation,  is  totally  at 
variance  with  both  the  Spanish  and  Cuban  accounts,  and  is  that  the  Spanish  had 
from  80  to  100  regular  infantry  (I  counted  with  glasses  61) ;  that  they  had  half  a 
dozen  or  so  wounded,  among  them  being  the  only  man  on  horseback,  and  who 
was  probably  an  oflacer  of  some  rank,  possibly  in  command,  which  might  account 
for  their  sudden  retreat.  This  also  agrees  with  their  own  newspaper  dispatches 
concerning  the  afEair,  although  they  magnified  the  slight  skirmish  into  a  battle 
and  increased  the  forces  on  each  side  a  dozen  fold. 

In  this  connection  I  believe  I  can  state  positively  that,  though  there  were  15 
Cubans  engaged  in  this  skirmish  under  me  and  some  90  on  shore  pretending  to  take 
part,  not  a  Cuban  bullet  did  the  least  harm.  The  damage  inflicted  was  done  by  the 
Krag-Jorgensen  carbines  fired  by  our  American  cavalrymen.  The  Cubans  were 
excited,  and,  though  they  showed  bravery,  yet  they  were  thoroughly  rattled. 
Moreover,  their  Winchesters  and  Remingtons  had  not  sufBcient  range.  The 
Cubans  on  shore  ran  away.  I  noticed  a  number  of  their  shots  fired  from  the  top 
deck  of  the  ship  strike  the  water  within  40  yards. 

The  ship's  crew  waited  on  me  in  a  body  in  the  afternoon  of  July  27  and 
informed  me  that  they  would  not  work  the  ship  again  if  we  went  to  the  Cuban 
coast.  A  mutiny  was  only  averted  by  having  United  States  soldiers  on  board. 
The  ship's  captain  was  no  better  than  his  crew.  He  accused  them  of  cowardice, 
and  they  accused  him  in  the  same  terms.  Force  was  the  only  thing  which 
brought  them  to  reason.  There  was  no  discipline  on  board  ship  maintained  by 
the  captain,  and  at  the  same  time  there  were  constant  dissensions  and  quarrels 
among  the  Cubans  and  the  crew,  and  with  each  other,  which  were  brought  to  me 
to  settle.  I  finally  concluded  that  the  interests  of  the  Government  demanded 
that  a  different  state  of  affairs  should  exist,  and  therefore  determined  to  assume 
absolutely  the  command  of  the  ship  and  everything  connected  with  it,  and  did 
so,  to  the  relief  of  everyone  on  board. 

Upon  the  advice  of  Colonel  Perez  I  sailed  on  the  evening  of  July  27  eastward 
for  the  purpose  of  landing  the  rest  of  the  cargo  in  the  provinces  of  Puerto  Principe 
and  western  Santiago. 

On  August  1  we  landed  a  few  miles  up  the  Manati  River,  which  I  was  told 
forms  the  boundary  between  Santiago  and  Puerto  Principe.  There  was  a  fair 
harbor,  the  river  being  about  one-half  mile  wide,  with  14  feet  of  water  on  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  at  low  tide.  The  country  was  almost  deserted  of  inhabitants,  but 
was  in  the  possession  of  Cubans,  who  were  ragged  and  starved.  I  here  landed 
the  remainder  of  the  horses  and  a  few  supplies,  with  about  a  dozen  of  the  Cubans 
brought  from  the  United  States,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Puerto  Padre, 
arriving  August  2,  and  there  discharged  the  balance  of  the  cargo.  The  town  of 
Puerto  Padre  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Cubans,  and  is  situated  on  a  harbor  of  the 
same  name,  landlocked,  and  excellent  and  commodious  for  ships  of  not  more  than 
16  feet  draft.  The  harbor  is  circular  and  some  8  miles,  wide  with  13  feet  of  water 
to  the  shore.  It  is  reached  by  a  channel  some  5  miles  long  to  the  ocean,  but  wide 
and  deep.  The  entire  cargo  being  discharged,  X  sailed  August  3  for  Key  "West, 
arriving  August  5. 

The  health  authorities  again  declined  to  allow  me  to  land,  and  the  doctor 
ordered  me  to  the  quarentine  station.  I  refused  to  obey  until  I  had  jeceived 
instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  wired  accordingly.  August  6  I 
received  instructions  by  wire  to  proceed  to  Tampa  with  the  Wanderer  and  report 
direct  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  for  orders.  I  did  so  under  protest  of  the 
quarantine  authorities,  reporting  all  circumstances  to  the  Assistant  Secretary.  I 
received  orders  at  Port  Tampa  to  proceed  with  all  enlisted  men  on  board  the 
Wanderer  to  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island. 

I  arrived  at  Montauk  Point  August  12,  leaving  Port  Tampa  August  9, 1898. 

Private  McDonald,  Troop  A,  Third  Cavalry,  sick,  was  left  in  hospital  at  Port 
Tampa,  and  Private  Rodman  Butler,  Troop  D,  Third  Cavalry,  sick,  was  left  with 
his  parents  at  Jersey  City. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  morale  of  the  insurgent  forces  was  bad;  no  discipline  whatever  was  appar- 
ent. In  Pinar  Del  Rio  there  was  an  almost  total  lack  of  military  equipment,  and 
the  utmost  destitution  prevailed.  From  Spanish  prisoners  (three  were  captured 
by  scouts  I  ordered  sent  out)  it  was  learned  that  the  Spanish  troops  have  the 
greatest  contempt  for  the  Cubans,  a  common  slang  expression  being  that  the 
"  Cubans  fire  four  shots  and  run." 


376         REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

It  frequently  came  to  my  ears,  througli  the  fact  that  it  was  supposed  I  under- 
stood no  Spanish,  that  the  Cubans  had  no  love  for  the  Americans;  that  they 
expected  after  the  present  war  was  ended  a  conflict  between  themselves  and  the 
United  States;  and,  further,  they  expressed  a  readiness  to  participate  in  such  con- 
flict when  it  did  come.  The  best  educated  men,  however,  seemed  to  feel  that 
Cuba's  ultimate  destination  was  annexation,  but  as  a  whole  I  believe  there  is  a 
feeling  against  us  in  all  parts  of  the  island.  For  instance,  one  of  the  Cubans  on 
the  Wanderer  with  me.  Colonel  (or  General)  Acosta,  even  went  so  far  as  to  assert 
that  these  expeditions  to  Cuba  ought  not  to  be  accepted  by  his  people;  that  all 
supplies  would  be  charged  for  at  many  times  their  value,  and  that  thereby  an 
additional  hold  on  the  island  would  be  given  to  the  United  States. 

The  garrison  at  Bahia  Honda  consisted  of  the  "  Canarias  Battalion,"  of  about 
600  regular  infantry,  about  30  volunteers,  and  30  guerrillas,  all  under  command  of 
Colonel  Balbas,  who  has  the  reputation  among  the  Cubans  of  being  a  brave  and 
energetic  officer,  and  whom  they  were  evidently  very  much  afraid  of.  There  are 
no  defenses  worth  mentioning  on  the  south  and  west  sides  of  the  city.  An  Ameri- 
can regiment  could  easily  capture  the  town,  and  the  officers  of  the  blockading 
fleet  informed  me  that  a  gunboat  could  demolish  the  fort. 

The  harbor  being  a  most  excellent  one,  the  place  could  be  used  as  a  base  for 
operations  against  Havana.  The  Cubans  say  that  the  food  supply  of  the  Spanish 
troops  is  exhausted;  so  much  so  that  troops  are  frequently  turned  out  in  bodies 
to  hunt  crabs  and  similar  food  on  the  coast. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In  future  similar  expeditions,  if  a  convoy  be  not  provided,  that  a  faster  and 
lighter-draft  vessel  than  the  Wanderer  be  selected;  that  American  soldiers  be 
al\/ays  taken  along;  that  the  officer  representing  the  Government  be  allowed  to 
choose,  or  have  chosen  for  him,  a  ship  captain  who  can  be  depended  upon  for 
ability  and  courage;  and  that  a  fieldpiece  be  put  on  board. 

MERITOEIOUS  MENTION. 

Every  one  of  the  11  enlisted  men  conducted  himself  with  bravery,  and  person- 
ally assisted  in  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Heard, 
First  lAeutenant  and  Quartermaster,  Third  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Santiago, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  September  8, 1S98. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  telegi'am  from  your  office,  under  date  of  August  31, 1898, 1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  command 
during  the  past  year,  for  the  information  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War: 

This  department  was  organized  by  telegraphic  order,  and  on  August  14,  1898, 1 
assumed  command  of  it,  pursuant  to  telegraphic  instructions,  dated  War  Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  August  11, 1898,  and  General 
Orders,  No.  84,  current  series,  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  dated  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  August  14, 1898.  Matters  at  this  time  were  in  a  very  chaotic  condition, 
owing  to  the  movement  of 'the  Fifth  Army  Corps  to  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island, 
the  shipment  of  the  Spanish  prisoners  to  Spain,  and  the  arrival  of  new  regiments 
for  station  here.  These  matters  have  pretty  well  adjusted  themselves,  however, 
and  in  a  short  time  I  hope  to  be  able  to  return  the  few  now  remaining  of  tlie  Fifth 
Corps  to  the  United  States.  The  Spanish  prisoners  at  this  place  have  been  taken 
away,  and  those  at  Guantanamo,  Baracoa,  and  Sagua  de  Tenamo  will  not  remaiTi 
long. 

The  troops  of  this  command  have  all  arrived  in  the  department  during  the  paai 
month,  and  in  the  following  order:  Second  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry, 
August  3,  1898;  Fifth  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry,  August  12,  1898;  Eighth 
Illinoi"  "Tjlunteer  Infantry,  August  16, 1898;  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, August  17,  1898;  Ninth  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry,  August  23, 1898; 
Fifth  United  States  Infantry,  August  25,  1898;  Twenty-third  Kansas  Volunteer 
Infant''  y,  August  30, 1898,  and  have  been  stationed  as  follows:  The  Second  United 
States  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  Fifth  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  Ninth 
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United  States  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  the  Fifth  United  States  Infantry,  in  and 
about  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba;  the  Eighth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  and 
Twenty-third  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  the  country  about  San  Luis,  Cuba, 
■with  headquarters  at  that  place;  and  the  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry 
has  at  present  headquarters  and  four  companies  at  Guantanamo,  one  company  at 
Siboney,  two  companies  at  Baracoa,  and  two  at  Sagua  de  Tanamo,  Cuba.  The 
remaining  three  are  here,  but  it  is  my  intention  to  transfer  them  to  Guantanamo 
shortly. 

On  August  23,  1898,  under  the  provisions  of  Special  Orders,  No.  75,  Headquar- 
ters Fifth  Army  Corps,  dated  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  23, 1898,  Brig.  Gen.  Leon- 
ard Wood,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reported  to  me  for  duty,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  its  limits  being  defined  by  orders  here- 
with. On  August  26, 1898,  as  per  Special  Orders,  No.  9,  current  series,  these  head- 
quarters, dated  August  26, 1898,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Ewers,  U.  S.  Volimteers,  haviug 
been  relieved  from  his  special  duties  at  Guantanamo  by  the  arrival  of  Col.  P.  H. 
Ray,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  his  troops  at  that  place,  reported  for  duty  and  was 
assigned  to  command  the  troops  in  and  about  San  Luis,  Cuba. 

Everything  in  and  about  the  department  has  been,  since  its  establishment,  per- 
fectly peaceful,  and  there  have  been  no  movements  of  troops  except  those  neces- 
sary to  get  them  into  their  new  stations. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  Lawton, 
Major-Qeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Department  of  Santiago. 


[Extract.] 


Special  Orders, )  Headquarters  Department  op  Santiago, 

No.  6.  J  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  S3, 1898. 

******* 
2.  Brig.  Gen.  Leonard  Wood,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  haviag  reported  at  the  headquar- 
ters for  duty,  in  compliance  with  telegraphic  orders  from  the  A.  G.  O. ,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  dated  August  11, 1898,  and  Special  Orders,  No. 75,  Headquarters  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  dated  August  23,  1898,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  city  of 
Santiago  de  Cuba.  The  limits  of  this  command  are  defined  as  follows:  The  bay 
and  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  from  a  point  at  the  head  of  the  bay  to  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line  of  earthworks  of  the  United  States  troops;  thence  along 
such  line  of  works  to  their  crossing  with  the  Caney  road,  thence  along  such  roaa 
to  the  San  Juan  Eiver,  and  by  the  west  bank  of  the  river  to  the  ocean. 

*  *  *  «  *  *  * 

R.  G.  Mendoza, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
A  true  copy. 

C   G.  Stare,. 

Major,  Inspector-General,  Acting  Adjutant-General. 


In  Camp  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

July  W  11898\. 
General  Lawton,  Commanding  Second  Division: 

Your  instruction  by  Captain  Mendoza  just  received,  viz,  to  make  no  further 
forward  movement  for  the  present.  In  view  of  the  previous  orders  to  make  con- 
nection with  the  bay,  I  have  to  report  my  movements  and  position  as  follows: 

My  left,  the  Second  Massachusetts,  lies  across  a  field  intrenched  with  a  full 
battalion  front,  and  a  second  line  will  be  in  to-night.  My  left  is  advanced  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade,  which,  however,  is  now 
moving  forward  to  connect. 

My  center,  the  Twenty-second,  is  intrenched  with  a  full  battalion  front  and  lies 
between  two  roads  leading  to  the  city.  The  Second  Battalion  lies  behind  the  First 
vnth  the  Eighth  in  reserve .  On  the  right  of  the  Twenty-second  two  strong  lunettes 
will  be  occupied  to-night,  extending  the  line  one-fourth  of  a  mile  toward  the 
bay,  and  practically  closing  all  outlet  from  the  city.  In  addition,  General  Sanchez 
will  to-night  occupy  the  cemetery  with  a  strong  outpost  of  100  men.  My  position 
is  practically  secure  and  can  be  defended  against  a  superior  force.  It  is  prac- 
tically a  complete  execution  of  your  order  of  yesterday,  as  no  one  can  come  out 
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without  a  severe  engagement.  In  nay  front  are  numerous  intrencliments  at  dis- 
tances of  200  to  800  yards,  two  or  three  of  which  I  proposed  to  take  as  soon  as  I 
was  thoroughly  intrenched. 

As  the  order  now  stands,  I  shall  make  no  extensions,  but  make  the  present  exten- 
sions unassailable  successfully. 

Your  obedient  servant,  William  Ludlow, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 

I  may  say  that  the  success  of  my  movements  have  been  expedited  by  the  fact 
that  the  Spaniards  has  not  fired  upon  the  men  at  work. 

W.  L. 

[Indorsement.] 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general,  Fifth  Corps.  General  Ludlow, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  inclosed  report,  has  practically  executed  the  orders  com- 
municated to  him  to  move  forward,  extending  his  right  to  the  northeast  point  of 
Santiago  Bay,  thus  completely  cutting  off  the  Spaniards  from  communication  in 
that  direction.  This  movenaent  has  been  executed  during  the  night  and  under  the 
most  trying  conditions  of  weather.  Neither  of  the  other  brigades  succeeded  in 
changing  their  lines  to  the  front  right  because  of  the  terrific  storm  which  was 
experienced  last  night.  General  Ludlow  has  displayed  great  energy  and  perse- 
verance, for  which  I  heartily  commend  him,  and  request  that  it  be  given  due  con- 
sideration. It  is  none  the  less  important  and  effective  because  of  the  change  of 
orders  this  afternoon. 

H.  "W.  Lawton, 
Major-Qeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Headquaetees  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  July  IS,  1898. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Cam.p  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  3, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Fifth  Army  Corps,  near  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  the  Second  Division 
in  the  capture  of  El  Caney  on  July  1,  1898. 

The  town  of  El  Caney  is  situated  at  an  important  point  about  4  miles  northeast 
of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  on  the  main  road  from  Guantanamo  to  that  city,  where 
reenf orcements  for  the  Spanish  garrison  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  would  probably 
concentrate.  The  town  was  strongly  fortified,  with  numerous  blockhouses  within 
its  limits  and  on  the  roads  leading  thence.  On  a  prominent  hill  of  the  town  was 
a  stone  fort  surrounded,  as  is  now  known,  by  intrenchments  cut  in  solid  rock. 
The  reduction  of  El  Caney  being  determined  upon,  and  being  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  general  advance  on  Santiajgo  de  Cuba,  the  duty  devolved  on  the  Second 
Division,  to  which  was  attached  Light  Battery  E,  First  Artillery,  commanded  by 
Captain  AUyn  Capron,  First  Artillery.  After  due  reconnoissance  by  the  division 
and  brigade  commanders  the  movement  began  about  3  p.  m.  on  June  30  from  the 
division  camp,  about  4  miles  east  of  Santiago,  on  the  main  road  from  Siboney 
through  Seville.  The  position  of  the  brigades  and  the  details  of  operations  on 
July  1  are  quite  fully  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  reports  of  regimental  and 
brigade  commanders  and  in  the  sketch  herewith  submitted.  The  light  battery 
first  opened  on  a  column  of  Spanish  troops,  which  appeared  to  be  cavalry,  moving 
westward  from  El  Caney,  and  about  2  miles  range,  resulting,  as  was  afterwards 
learned,  in  killing  16  in  the  column.  The  battery  remained  during  the  action  at 
its  first  position  until  about  2.30  p.  m.,  when  it  was  moved  to  a  new  position  south 
of  and  about  1 ,000  yards  from  certain  blockhouses  in  the  town,  where  a  few  shots, 
all  taking  effect,  were  fired.  This  firing  terminated  the  action,  as  the  Spanish 
garrison  were  attempting  to  escape.  Gen.  J.  C.  Bates,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  with 
two  regiments  of  his  independent  brigade — the  Third  and  Twentieth  Infantry — 
having  been  sent  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  Cuba  to  relieve  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division,  these  holding  the 
main  road  from  El  Caney  to  Santiago,  so  as  to  permit  it  to  join  in  the  attack,  also 
came  forward,  joined  in  the  attack,  taking  position  between  the  Second  and  Third 
brigades,  and  rendered  material  assistance,  especially  in  the  assault  of  the  stone 
fort. 

I  heartily  approve  the  special  mention  of  individuals  and  recommendations  made 
in  the  reports  of  the  regimental  and  brigade  commanders,  and  regret  that  others 
who  deserve  mention  have  not  received  it,  through  circumstances. 

During  the  action  I  was  accompanied  most  of  the  time  by  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breck- 
inridge, inspector-general.  United  States  Army,  as  a  spectator,  and  had  the 
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advantage  of  his  valuable  suggestions  and  advice  during  the  day,  for  which  I 
desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation.  His  horse  was  shot  under  him  in  the 
advance  upon  Santiago  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant. 

To  Gen.  Edna  R.  ChafEee  I  am  indebted  for  a  thorough  and  intelligent  recon- 
noissance  of  the  town  of  El  Oaney  and  vicinity  prior  to  the  battle  and  the  sub- 
mission of  a  plan  of  attack,  which  was  adopted.  I  consider  General  ChafEee  one 
of  the  best  practical  soldiers  in  the  Army,  and  recommend  him  for  special  distinc 
tion  for  successfully  charging  the  stone  fort  mentioned  in  this  report,  the  capture 
of  which  practically  closed  the  battle. 

I  desire  to  invite  special  attention  to  Gen.  William  Ludlow,  commanding  the 
First  Brigade.  General  Ludlow's  professional  accomplishments  are  well  Imown 
and  his  assignment  to  command  a  brigade  in  my  division  I  consider  a  high  compli- 
ment to  myself.  In  this  battle  General  Ludlow  proved  himself  a  capable  and  able 
commander.  His  coolness,  good  judgment,  and  prompt  action  in  difficult  situa- 
tions were  remarkable.  To  this  and  his  personal  example  on  the  firing  line  was 
due  the  decisive  success  of  the  attack  on  the  part  of  the  line. 

To  Capt.  H.  C.  Carbaugh,  assistant  adjutant-general,  adjutant-general  of  the 
division,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  for  untiring  energy  and 
faithful  work  in  dangerous  positions  on  this  occasion,  and  I  desire  particularly  to 
mention  him  for  gallantry  in  volunteering  to  carry  and  carrying  to  Greneral 
ChafEee,  while  he  was  most  hotly  engaged  on  the  firing  line,  instructions  concern- 
ing the  assault  upon  the  stone  fort  mentioned  in  these  reports. 

I  desire  also  to  commend  to  favorable  consideration  Maj.  G.  Creighton  Webb, 
inspector-general  on  my  staff,  for  persistently  riding  his  horse  along  the  firing 
line  of  the  First  Brigade  in  search  of  the  brigade  commander  to  deliver  important 
instructions  when  men  of  his  escort  demurred  at  going  with  him. 

I  am  particularly  pleased  that  this  battle  gives  me  a  suitable  opportunity  to  call 
to  the  notice  of  my  superiors  Mr.  R.  G.  Mendoza,  a  volunteer  aid  on  my  staflE. 
Mr.  Mendoza  is  a  Cuban  by  birth,  an  American  citizen,  a  young  man  of  prepos- 
sessing appearance,  of  education  and  refinement.  He  joined  me  at  Tampa,  Fla., 
with  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  general  commanding  the  forces,  as  a  volun- 
teer aid.  Since  that  time  he  has  become  one  of  my  most  competent  and  reliable 
assistants,  and  has  been  untiring  in  his  labors,  both  night  and  day.  In  the  battle 
he  was  active,  energetic,  and  courageous.  He  has  my  hearty  thanks  for  his 
invaluable  assistance,  and  I  strongly  recommend  and  urge  that  he  be  offered  the 
appointment  of  captain  and  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  and  that  he 
be  left  on  duty  vsrith  me. 

I  desire  also  to  commend  for  gallantry  and  courageous  conduct  in  this  battle, 
and  for  faithful  and  valuable  services  generally,  Mr.  E.  L.  D.  Breckinridge,  a  son 
of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  Inspector-General  of  the  Army,  who  has  also  been 
on  duty  on  my  staff  during  the  campaign  as  volunteer  aid.  Mr.  Breckinridge  is 
educated  and  refined,  a  gentleman  in  every  respect,  and  has  proven  in  battle  his 
courage  and  coolness. 

To  Lieut.  H.  H.  Warren,  Second  Massachusetts,  aid-de-camp,  I  desire  to  tender 
my  thanks  for  courageous  and  efficient  performance  of  duty  in  this  battle. 

To  Surg.  H.  S.  Kilbourne,  chief  surgeon,  is  due  the  thanks  not  only  of  myself 
but  of  the  whole  division  for  faithful  and  unremitting  attention  to  the  wounded 
on  the  field  and  under  fire. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  mention  the  fact  that  Capt.  J.  C.  GUmore, 
jr.,  of  the  staff  of  the  general  commanding  the  forces,  joined  me  with  important 
instructions,  and  that  he  might  see  for  himself  the  situation,  the  better  to  inform 
the  commanding  general,  he  rode  the  firing  line  with  me,  exhibiting  a  coolness 
under  severe  fire  worthy  a  veteran. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  W.  Lawton, 

Brigadier-Qeneral,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Hbadqtjakters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp,  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  19, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  Fifth  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  inclose  supplementary  reports  of  Lieut.  Col. 
A.  S.  Daggett,  commanding  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  and  Capt.  R.  N.  Getty,  com- 
manding Company  F,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  relative  to  operations  of  their 
respective  commands  in  the  battle  of  El  Caney,  on  the  1st  instant.  Each  brigade 
and  regiment  was  not  only  given  an  opportunity  to  render  its  prescribed  report, 
but  was  specially  directed  to  do  so,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  inclosed 
reports  were  not  rendered  in  time  for  forwarding  with  my  report  of  the  battle. 
However,  it  is  requested  that  the  inclosures  be  attached  to  that  report. 


3^0  Report  op  the  secretary  ov  war. 

The  recommendations  made  are  approved,  and  it  is  suggested  that  appropriate 
rewards — certificates  of  merit  or  medals  of  honor — be  given  enlisted  men. 

I  am  sure  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  did  excellent  service,  as  reported,  though 
not  better  than  the  others  engaged.  General  Chaffee's  brigade  was  especially 
charged  with  the  duty  of  assaulting  the  stone  fort,  and  successfully  executed  that 
duty,  after  which  a  portion  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  and  a  portion  of  General 
Bates's  brigade  assisted  in  the  work,  all  of  which  is  commendable. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Daggett  deserves  special  mention  for  skiUful  handling  of 
his  regiment,  and  would  have  received  it  before  had  the  fact  been  reported  by  his 
brigade  commander. 

I  desire  also  to  thank  Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Wagner,  assistant  adjutant-general,  for 
voluntarily  being  with  me  during  part  of  the  day  and  rendering  me  assistance 
during  the  battle. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  W.  Lawton, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Seville,  Cuba,  June  S7, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  Fifth  Ahmy  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  my  division  having  captured  Juraguacito, 
Cuba,  and  taken  position  there  under  your  orders  of  June  33,  and  being  moved 
therefrom  under  orders  from  General  Wheeler  (which  have  already  been  reported 
to  you  on  the  34th  instant),  moved  forward  on  the  road  to  Seville  with  two  regi- 
ments of  the  First  Brigade,  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-second  Infantry  (the  Second 
Massachusetts  Volunteers  having  left,  holding  Juraguacito) .  The  Third  Brigade, 
Tinder  General  Chaffee,  the  Twelfth,  Seventh,  and  Seventeenth  Infantry,  moved 
on  the  same  road  to  the  point  where  General  Young's  troops  had  met  and  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  I  then  directed  the  return  of  the  Eighth  and  'Twenty-second 
Infantry  at  once  to  Juraguacito  for  rations,  where,  in  the  meantime,  the  Second 
Massachusetts  and  one  company  of  the  Eighth  Infantry  were  to  at  once  unload 
rations  for  the  First  Brigade.  The  brigade  having  concentrated,  and  being 
rationed,  moved  at  4  o'clock  toward  Seville,  General  Chaffee's  brigade  in  the 
meantime  having  advanced  about  4  miles  toward  Seville  and  about  2  miles 
beyond  where  General  Young  had  met  the  enemy.  Colonel  Miles's  brigade  (the 
Second)  had  moved  on  the  right  flank  up  the  valley  toward  Seville.  It  was 
recalled  to  Juraguacito  for  rations,  and  arrived  about  8  o'clock  at  night,  with  the 
exception  of  one  battalion  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  which  did  not  arrive 
until  next  morning,  it  having  been  cut  off  by  other  troops.  I  remained  at  the 
point  with  my  aids  and  sent  the  adjutant-general  of  the  division,  charged  with 
executing  orders  at  Juraguacito,  he  having  with  him  the  chief  quartermaster  and 
chief  commissary  and  all  headquarters  detachments  and  property. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  Second  Brigade  was  rationed  for  three  days 
and  moved  forward  to  join  me,  starting  at  about  1  o'clock,  arriving  about  4  p.  m. 
A  pack  train  of  about  15  mules,  obtained  from  Colonel  Wood,  moved  at  8  o'clock 
from  Juraguacito  with  rations  for  General  Chaffee's  brigade.  A  portion  of  the 
pack  train,  composed  of  sick  and  disabled  mules  pronounced  unfit  to  be  with  the 
main  train,  were  retained  to  bring  division  headquarters  forward,  which  move- 
ment was  started  about  1  o'clock  from  Juraguacito.  The  chief  commissary  was 
left  at  Juraguacito  in  charge  of  the  remaining  rations  of  General  Chaffee's  bri- 
gade, and  the  chief  quartermaster  dispatched  to  Baiquiri  to  obtain  a  division 
wagon  train. 

On  the  morning  of  the  36th  the  division  headquarters  was  held  until  about  4 
o'clock  where  I  had  located  in  Seville,  and  then  moved  forward  about  IJ  miles 
farther  on  the  Seville  road.  About  this  time  the  chief  quartermaster  returned 
from  Baiquiri  with  a  pack  train  loaded  with  rations  for  General  Chaffee  and 
delivered  them  to  him.  About  5  p.m., the  effective  portion  of  the  pack  train 
obtained  from  Colonel  Wood,  which  had  taken  its  second  load  of  rations  to  the 
front,  arrived  at  division  headquarters  and  it,  with  the  disabled  portion,  was  sent 
to  report  to  Captain  Cabanis.  Abotit  4  p.m.,  under  your  orders  transmitted  to 
me  by  General  Wheeler,  General  Chaffee's  brigade  was  ordered  forward  to  occupy 
the  line  of  the  Guama  River,  after  I  had  inspected  the  ground.  The  First  and 
Second  brigades  were  ordered  to  get  ready  to  move  forward  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  37th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  these  brigades  were  in  march  about  5.30  a.  m.,  and 
went  into  camp  near  the  Third  Brigade,  near  which  are  my  headquarters. 

I  inclose  also  copy  of  report  of  chief  surgeon  as  to  casualties  on  33d  instant. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  Lawton, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Division. 
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Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

July  6, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  preliminary  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Oaney,  July  1,  1898.  When  time  and 
opportunity  permits  I  desire  to  submit  a  fuller  supplementary  report  on  the  same 
subject. 

The  command,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-fifth  and  Fourth  regiments  of  infantry 
(the  First  Infantry  had  been  detached  as  support  for  Capron's  battery) ,  left  El 
Poso  at  daylight,  July  1 ,  and  halted  at  Marianahe  for  about  one  hour  (6:30  to  7.30) . 
During  that  time  the  command  felt  the  ground  toward  the  Ducrot  House,  on  the 
Caney-Santiago  road.  From  there  reconnoitering  parties  were  sent  to  the  front, 
and  on  our  right  and  left  flanks,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the  enemy  and  to 
ascertain  the  left  of  Ludlow's  brigade,  eventually  finding  the  Second  Massachu- 
setts Regiment,  with  which  I  was  ordered  to  connect  and  hold  my  command  in 
reserve.  At  the  junction  of  the  Marianhe  trail  with  the  Santiago-Caney  road  I 
remained  until  General  Lawton,  at  11.30  a.  m.,  ordered  the  brigade  to  take  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  Ludlow's  brigade.  We  were  detained  in  reaching  our  position 
by  troops  in  front  blocking  the  road.  We  came  into  action  directly  in  front  of 
the  stone  blockhouse  at  12.30,  and  from  that  hour  until  about  4.30,  when  the  com- 
mand to  "cease  flriag"was  given,  the  blockhouse  having  been  captured,  my 
brigade  was  continuously  under  fire. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  two  companies  in  each  regiment  on  the  firing  line, 
strengthened  by  supports  and  reserves  from  the  remaining  companies  until  the 
brigade  had  but  two  companies  left  in  reserve.  At  one  time  in  this  hotly  engaged 
contest  the  commanding  offlcer  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  sent  me  word  that  he 
needed  troops  on  his  right.  I  then  sent  forward  40  Cubans,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Jose  Vargas  and  Avelens  Bravo,  with  Lieuts.  Nicolas  Franco  and  Tomas 
Repelao,  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  which  was  also  the 
right  of  the  brigade.  With  these  Cubans  I  ordered  Private  Henry  Downey,  Com- 
pany H,  First  Infantry,  on  duty  as  interpreter  at  the  headquarters.  These  men 
advanced  on  the  stone  fort  with  our  line,  fighting  gallantly,  during  which  Lieut. 
Nicolas  Franco  was  mortally  wounded  and  died  soon  afterwards. 

The  brigade  advanced  steadily  with  such  scanty  cover  as  the  ground  afforded, 
maintaining  a  heavy  fire  on  the  stone  fort  from  the  time  the  fight  begun  until  it 
ended. 

As  the  brigade  advanced  across  a  plowed  field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  position, 
the  latter's  sharpshooters  in  the  houses  in  Caney  enfiladed  the  left  of  our  line 
with  a  murderous  fire.  To  silence  it  Maj.  Stephen  Baker,  Fourth  Infantry,  in 
command  of  the  battalion  of  that  regiment  on  the  left  of  our  line  of  battle, 
directed  it  to  turn  its  fire  upon  the  town.  In  so  doing  this  battalion  lost  heavily, 
but  its  steady  front  and  accurate  volleys  greatly  assisted  the  advance  of  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade  upon  the  stone  fort. 

With  regard  to  the  tactical  employment  of  the  regiments  of  this  brigade,  a  line 
of  skirmishers  was  formed  direct  from  close  order,  at  a  distance  of  about  1,600 
yards,  and  advanced  through  dense  underbrush  and  three  wire  fences  for  about 
600  yards.  During  this  advance  the  brigade  was  under  a  heavy  fire  from  an  enemy 
who  could  not  be  seen;  but  the  coolness  displayed  during  this  period  is  worthy  of 
special  mention. 

The  gallant  conduct  of  aU  offlcers  of  this  brigade,  coming  under  my  personal 
observation,  was  so  marked  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  make  special  mention  of 
any  one  of  them.  Attention  is,  however,  directed  to  the  reports  of  the  regimental 
commanders,  herewith  inclosed. 

Of  my  personal  staff,  I  desire  to  make  mention  of  Second  Lieut.  Dennis  E. 
Nolan,  First  Infantry,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  on  this  day,  for  his  ability, 
bravery,  and  untiring  energy  in  carrying  my  orders  to  exposed  points  during  the 
entire  day. 

Lieut.  Paul  A.  Wolf,  Fourth  Infantry,  acting  brigade  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary, was  absent  under  orders  during  the  battle,  engaged  in  forwarding 
supplies  to  the  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  Evan  Miles, 

Colonel  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

(Two  inclosures.) 
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Heajdquaetebs  Fiest  United  States  Infantry, 

San  Luis,  Cuba,  August  11, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  For  the  information  of  the  War  Department  as  a  matter  of  record  for  the 
regiment,  I  have  the  honor,  under  General  Orders,  No.  73,  A.  G.  O. ,  c.  s. ,  to  submit 
the  f ollomng  itinerary  of  the  First  Infantry  from  date  of  its  departure  from  the 
United  States  and  landing  in  Cuba  in  connection  with  the  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain. 

The  regiment  forming  part  of  the  Fifth  Corps  boarded  the  flagship  Seguranca 
at  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  on  the  6th  of  June,  1898,  and  departed  on  the  voyage  for 
Santiago  de  Cuba  June  14, 1898,  under  the  escort  of  the  navy. 

On  June  33,  under  cover  of  the  guns  from  the  naval  squadron,  the  troops  landed 
in  small  boats  with  three  days'  rations,  blanket  rolls,  etc.,  and  were  immediately 
placed  upon  outposts  and  scouting  duty  to  the  front  under  a  most  torrid  sun  and 
through  an  almost  impenetrable  undergrowth. 

No  transportation  for  the  troops  by  pack  or  wagon  was  furnished.  At  night  we 
rejoined  the  brigade  several  niiles  in  advance  toward  Sevilla. 

June  33.  Reveille  at  3.30.  Took  lead  in  brigade  and  marched  to  Los  Mangos, 
6  miles;  road  a  mere  trail  through  heavy  jungle,  congested  with  troops  all  along; 
encamped  in  a  cocoanut  grove;  scouting  all  day. 

June  84.  Marched  by  circuitous  route  13  miles  with  the  brigade,  passing  in  the 
evening  about  7  o'clock  the  battlefield  at  Sevilla,  and  returning  to  old  camp 
at  10  p.  m. 

June  35.  In  camp  until  1  p.  m. ,  then  advanced  4  miles  on  Santiago  road  and 
encamped  alongside. 

Outpost  duty  June  25  and  26.  On  the  27th  marched  about  3^  miles  toward  El 
Caney.    Outpost  duty  until  the  30th. 

On  June  30  ordered  to  act  as  support  and  conduct  Capron's  battery.  First 
Artillery,  to  position  2,000  yards  from  El  Caney.    Outpost  duty. 

July  1.  Battery  opened  fire  at  6.30  a.  m. ,  and  continued  till  3  p.  m.  Slight  fire 
from  spent  balls  of  the  Spaniards  during  the  day. 

Moved  nearer  with  the  battery  at  3.30  p.  m.,  by  the  Dubroix  road.  At  night, 
after  the  Spanish  troops  had  retreated,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  sup- 
port of  General  Sumner,  who  was  reported  hard  pressed.  Lay  in  the  road  all 
night  under  the  enemy's  guns  in  immediate  front  of  Santiago,  and  at  2  a.  m. 
moved  with  battery  to  help  out  at  San  Juan.  Reached  San  Juan  at  8.  a.  m.  At 
El  Poso  House  regiment  and  battery  stopped  by  General  Shaffer.  From  this 
date,  the  3d  of  July,  the  regiment  was  in  support  of  four  batteries  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  army,  posted  along  a  ridge  road  cut  through  the  timber  for  suitable 
artillery  position,  2  miles  from  water,  with  intensely  hot  and  suffocating  air. 

Several  companies  during  the  time,  July  3  to  7,  acted  as  rear  guard,  arresting 
stragglers.    One  man  of  B  Company  wounded  on  the  3d. 

The  stench  along  all  roads  from  dead  or  wounded  men  or  animals  and  general 
garbage  and  decaying  matter  was  sickening,  which,  together  with  bad  water, 
commenced  to  tell  on  the  men. 

On  July  10  regiment  relieved  by  Thirty-fourth  Michigan,  and  moved  toward 
Santiago  and  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  army.  At  4.30  p.  m.  in  rear  of  Capron's 
and  Hines's  batteries,  under  heavy  shelling;  one  man  of  E  Company  struck  by  a 
piece  of  shell.  Laid  in  trenches  during  outpost  duty  until  the  13th,  when  the  regi- 
ment advanced  with  the  Second  Division  to  a  point  about  1,000  yards  from  north 

of  the  city.    Built  intrenchments  along  the  F C ■ — de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Men  again  feeling  the  special  strain,  and  fast  going  on  sick  report  or  struggling 
along  in  a  weak  and  feverish  condition. 

On  July  14  recalled  under  terms  of  the  capitulation  to  old  works,  and  remained, 
doing  little  but  nurse  the  sick  under  trying  conditions,  until  July  35,  when  regi- 
ment departed  for  San  Luis,  Cuba,  to  act  as  guard  and  superintend  the  feeding  of 
4,000  Spanish  prisoners. 

Regular  reports  of  casualties  were  forwarded  through  proper  channels  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say,  in  brief,  that  all  oflBcers  and  men  have,  under  the 
most  trying  short  campaign  I  have  ever  experienced,  successfully  carried  out  a 
loyal  desire  to  do  their  full  duty  in  every  respect. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"William  H.  Bisbeb, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  First  U.  8.  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


MAJOR-GENEEAL   COMMANDING  THE   ARMY.  383 

On  Board  the  Gtjssib, 

May  16, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  General  Wade's  Headquarters. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

A  battalion  of  the  First  Infantry,  consisting  of  Companies  E  and  G,  First 
Infantry,  under  orders  from  regimental  commander  Col.  Evan  Miles,  left  Port 
Tampa  aboard  a  Government  transport,  the  Oussie,  as  a  guard  for  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  supplies  aboard  for  Cuban  insurgents. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Dorst  commanded  the  expedition;  Capt.  J.  J.  O'ConneU,  Company 
E,  First  Infantry,  the  troops.  The  following  offlcers  were  present  with  companies: 
Lieutenant  Crofton,  Company  E;  Capt.  N.  P.  Phister,  First  Lieut.  F.  E.  Lacey, 
Second  Lieut.  D.  E.  Nolan,  Company  G.  The  last  named  was  appointed  adjutant 
of  the  battalion.    From  Key  West  the  Manning  acted  as  an  escort. 

To  land  three  insurgents  with  horses  and  equipments,  the  transport  anchored 
within  500  yards  of  the  shore  near  Point  Arbetitus,  west  of  Cabanas  Harbor. 

To  guard  the  landing,  I  detailed  Company  E  and  three  ofSoers,  and  made  a  rather 
difficult  landing  on  account  of  the  reef  and  surf.  A  line  of  skirmishers  was  at 
once  fprmed  and  entered  the  edge  of  the  brush  about  50  feet  distant. 

About  the  time  it  was  discovered  that  we  were  on  a  peninsula  about  100  yards, 
and  covered  for  the  most  part  by  a  thick  undergrowth,  a  rapid  fire  began  on  the 
right,  enfilading  our  line,  but  high.  Some  shots  were  also  fired  at  the  troops  on 
the  boat.  The  men  on  the  right  were  directed  to  fall  back.  This  they  did,  at  the 
same  time  keeping  up  a  rapid  fire.  A  skirmish  line  was  hastily  formed  across  the 
peninsula  in  rear  and  on  the  right  of  a  partly  cleared  space  about  100  yards  in 
extent.  Lieutenant  Lacey  brought  the  remainder  of  the  company  ashore,  and 
ordered  to  withdraw  the  men  on  the  right  of  the  clearing.  This  was  done,  and 
Captain  Phister  had  his  company,  stationed  aboard  and  about  600  yards  from 
shore,  fire  six  or  seven  volleys  in  the  bushes  in  our  front.  To  prevent  reenforce- 
ments  from  reaching  the  enemy  and  to  cause  those  remaining  to  withdraw,  I 
requested  the  commanders  of  the  Manning  and  Wasp  to  shell  the  bushes  in  front 
and  on  right  of  my  position.  After  this  shelling,  which  lasted  about  twenty 
minutes,  a  skirmish  line  advanced  up  the  peninsula,  and  none  of  the  enemy  being 
observed  the  Cubans  mounted  and  rode  away. 

Three  dead  bodies  were  found,  one  that -of  a  Spanish  lieutenant  of  the  Guar  da 
Civile,  and  a  proportionate  number  wounded. 

Owing  to  the  high  and  wild  firiag  of  the  Spaniards,  none  of  my  men  were  hit. 
Mr.  James  F.  J.  Archibald,  a  correspondent  of  San  Francisco,  obtained  permission 
to  go  ashore  with  the.  troops,  and  participated  with  them  in  the  fight,  doing  good 
service,  and  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  arm. 

The  men  and  officers  acted  with  great  coolness,  considering  that  most  of  them 
were  under  fire  for  the  first  time.  Asst.  Surg.  C.  M.  Gandy  accompanied  the 
expedition  and  rendered  efficient  service. 

The  men  were  withdravsm  unmolested.    The  battalion  was  not  again  engaged, 
and  it  reached  Port  Tampa  May  18,  1898. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

John  J.  O'Connell, 
Captain,  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Infantry  Battalion. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Tampa,  Fla.,  May  16, 1898. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general  United  States  forces,  Tampa, 
Fla. 

The  conduct,  bearing,  and  spirit  of  the  officers  and  men  of  Companies  E  andG, 
First  Infantry,  in  action  and  during  the  expedition  have  been  in  every  way  most 
commendable,  and  have  called  forth  the  favorable  comment  of  the  officers  of  the 
ship  in  which  these  troops  were  carried,  and  of  other  disinterested  observers. 
Attention  is  particularly  invited  to  the  spirit  shown  by  Captain  O'ConneU,  who 
was  about  to  be  recommended  by  his  attending  surgeon  for  a  sick  leave  of  absence, 
but  who  insisted  on  joining  his  company  when  it  was  departing  on  what  was 
believed  to  be  dangerous  service.  In  the  affair  at  Point  Arbolitos  he  was  with 
the  portion  of  the  line  that  first  met  the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  not  over  30  yards 
in  brush,  and  his  promptness  of  action  led  to  the  enemy's  speedy  repulse.  I 
myself  witnessed  Captain  Phister's  quiet  coolness  and  perfect  control  of  his  men 
in  filing  volleys  at  500  and  600  yards.    Every  volley  was  excellent. 

J.   H.  DOEST, 

Captain,  Fourth  Cavalry. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquartees  Fibst  United  States  Infantry, 

Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  May  17, 1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general  Fourtli  Brigade,  United  States 
forces. 

The  indorsement  of  Capt.  J.  H.  Dorst,  Fourth  Cavalry,  commanding  expedition 
to  Cuba,  concerning  the  excellent  conduct  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of 
Companies  E  and  Or,  First  Infantry,  during  an  engagement  with  the  Spaniards 
at  Point  Arbolitos,  Cuba,  on  the  13th  instant,  and  the  favorable  comment  of  the 
officersof  the  steamship  that  transported  the  command,  and  of  other  disinterested 
observerst,  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  regimental  commander. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  First  Infantry  feel  proud  of  their  companions  in 
arms  for  having  acquitted  themselves  vyith  honor  in  the  first  conflict  between  the 
land  forces  of  the  opi)osing  armies. 

Captain  O'Connell  insisted  upon  taking  command  of  his  company  when  it  was 
detailed  to  accompany  the  expedition,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  was  suffer- 
ing from  sickness  and  had  been  sick  for  several  days  prior  to  the  departure  of  the 
expedition. 

Evan  Miles, 
Colonel  First  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  my  regiment 
in  the  engagement  at  Caney  on  July  1, 1898: 

The  regiment  became  engaged  about  noon,  the  First  Battalion,  under  Maj. 
Stephen  Baker,  consisting  *  Companies  B,  C,  E,  and  G,'forming  the  fighting 
line,  and  the  Second  Battalion,  consisting  of  Companies  A,  D,  F,  and  H,  forming 
the  reserve.  The  advance  was  over  about  1,000  yards,  the  fighting  line  becoming 
very  severely  engaged  at  once  and  losing  heavily  throughout  the  engagement. 
As  soon  as  the  supports  of  the  First  Battalion  were  absorbed,  I  went  forward 
with  companies  D  and  H,  of  the  Second  Battalion,  they  taking  the  place  of  the 
two  companies  of  the  First  Battalion  absorbed  in  the  firing  Une.  Advance  was 
made  to  within  about  300  yards  of  the  brick  fort,  and,  further  advance  becoming 
impracticable,  that  position  was  held,  fire  being  directed  on  the  fort  and  on  the 
bnudings  of  the  town  to  the  left  of  the  fort.  TMs  position  was  held  tUl  the  con- 
clusion of  the  engagement,  the  regiment  losing  1  officer  and  6  enlisted  men  killed 
and  2  officers  and  30  enlisted  men  wounded  and  1  enlisted  man  missing. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  was  everything  that  could 
be  desired,  and,  though  there  were  many  acts  of  individual  bravery,  it  would  seem 
invidious  to  make  distinctions  where  everybody  did  his  whole  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Augustus  H.  Bainbeidgb, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Fort  Sheridan,  Ii,i,.,  September  S4,  1898, 
The  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Through  military  channels,  with  request  that  this  paper  be  referred  to 
Mao. -Gen.  W.  R.  Shafter,  U.  S.  Volunteers.) 

Sir:  Under  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  72,  A.  G.  C,  o.  s.,  and  in  view  of 
the  requirements  of  General  Orders,  No.  135,  A.  G.  O.,  c.  s.;  also  because,  due  to 
the  hurry  and  hardship  of  the  campaign,  which  made  it  impossible  to  carry  record 
books,  I  can  find  nothing  in  the  regimental  records  of  any  report  of  the  action  of 
the  Fourth  Infantry  in  the  recent  campaign  in  Cuba  having  been  made  by  the 
then  regimental  commander,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  following  as  a 
supplemental  report  in  the  interests  of  the  regiment  and  the  service: 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  regiment  marched  from  bivouac  at  El  Poso  to  a  point 
about  3  miles  from  El  Caney,  where  it  rested  within  sound  of  the  guns  of  the 
battle  then  in  progress.  About  13  m.  we  received  orders  directing  us  to  take  our 
place  in  the  line  of  ibattle,  and,  arriving  at  the  proper  point,  the  regiment  was 
placed  in  line  in  the  following  order:  The  First  BattaUon  in  the  fighting  line; 
the  Second  in  support  and  regimental  reserve.  Captains  Price  and  Robinson 
pommanded  the  two  companies  in  the  fighting  line  of  the  First  Battalion;  Cap- 
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tains  Lovering  and  Browne  the  support.  In  this  orderthe  First  Battalion,  under 
my  command,  took  up  the  advance  toward  the  blockhouse,  to  our  right  southeast 
of  El  Caney.  We  had  marched  but  a  short  distance  before  we  came  under  a  heavy 
Are,  not  only  from  our  front,  but  also  from  our  left  front.  I  saw  that  to  advance 
under  such  circumstances  it  would  be  necessary  to  at  once  order  up  the  companies 
in  support.  Captain  Lovering's  was  the  fii'st  to  take  its  place  in  line,  and  shortly 
after  Captain  Browne  came  up  on  his  left.  The  position  now  was  on  or  just  below 
a  ridge  on  the  left  bank  of  a  creek,  about  200  yards  from  the  village,  and^he  fire 
became  general,  and  in  spots  withering.  Captains  Price  and  Robinson  reached 
and  held  the  bed  of  a  creek,  from  which  the  companies  fired  into  the  town  and 
also  into  the  blockhouse  until  its  fall.  Captains  Lovering  and  Browne  directed 
their  fire  at  the  town  of  El  Caney,  where  individuals  could  be  seen  and  firing  from 
loopholes  observed. 

During  this  heavy  firing  Captain  Andrus's  company,  of  the  Second  Battalion, 
took  up  its  place  on  the  left  of  my  line,  and  with  it  came  the  battalion  com- 
mander, Captain  Seton.  This  company  I  did  not  know  was  on  my  left,  but  observ- 
ing troops  firing  steadily  into  the  village,  I  started  over  to  investigate,  and  there 
found  Captain  Andrus  directing  his  men,  under  the  supervision  of  Captain  Seton, 
in  a  manner  so  particularly  cool  and  collected  as  to  immediately  attract  my  atten- 
tion. I  remained  with  that  company  for  about  fifteen  minutes  and  then  went 
back,  observing  the  whole  line,  and  quickly  perceived  that  an  advance  meant 
annihilation,  as  it  would  involve  not  only  a  frontal  but  also  a  fiank  fire  from  the 
town.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  village  of  El  Caney  was  not  charged  by  any 
troops.  Those  of  Bates's  brigade  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  after  having 
carried  the  stone  fort  (on  a  hill  some  75  feet  higher  and  to  the  east  of  the  town), 
fired  into  the  village,  and  the  Fourth  Infantry  continued  its  fire.  Nor  was  it 
charged  by  any  of  the  troops  to  our  left.  Such  a  charge  would  necessarily  have 
been  seen  by  us.  Ahout  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  capture  of  the  stone  fort  the 
Spaniards  evacuated  the  village  in  consequence  of  the  fire  above  referred  to. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  was  simply  perfect. 

First  Lietit.  W.  C.  Neary  and  Second  Lieut.  J.  J.  Bernard,  Fourth  Infantry, 
proved  their  distinguished  bravery  by  laying  down  their  lives  on  the  field. 

What  happened  in  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  I  am  unable  to  state.  The 
of&cers  were  in  theii-  proper  positions,  but  without  my  range  of  vision. 

After  this  battle  we  received  an  order  to  proceed  toward  Santiago  de  Cuba,  were 
halted  in  the  road  from  about  13  p.m.  till  3  a.m.,  when  we  were  ordered  to  retrace 
our  steps  for  some  distance  and  proceed,  via  El  Poso,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Santa 
Cruz  house,  on  the  right  of  the  position  of  the  army,  which  place  we  reached  about 
13  m.  of  the  2d,  having  been  under  fire  for  almost  all  the  time.  About  9.30  p.  m. 
of  the  3d  an  alarm  of  attack  by  the  Spaniards  was  raised,  and  three  companies  of 
the  second  battalion  (Captains  Mason,  Howland,  and  Andrus),  under  Captain 
Seton,  advanced  toward  the  Spanish  position.  But  though  the  fire  was  strong,  it 
was  high,  and  the  casualties  were  few — 1  killed  in  Captain  Andrus's  company  and 
1  wounded. 

Next  day  we  proceeded,  under  the  brigade  commander,  with  one  man  of  Cap- 
tain Robinson's  company  being  struck,  and  having  his  wounds  dressed  by  Lieu- 
tenant Dorey  under  fire,  to  the  right  of  the  El  Caney  road,  where  we  remained 
behind  a  hill  protected  from  fire  until  about  12  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  (3d) ,  when 
we  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  front  and  extreme  right  of  the  hne  and  to 
intrench.    Position  occupied  about  3  a.  m. ;  strong  trench  completed  by  daylight. 

Having  completed  the  work  of  intrenching,  the  regiment,  fatigued  and  weary, 
received  orders  to  move  further  to  the  right  and  take  up  position,  which  we  most 
carefully  constructed,  to  the  great  fatigue  of  both  men  and  ofllcers,  by  reliefs, 
working  all  day  and  part  of  the  night.  This  position  we  occupied  while  the  bom- 
bardment took  place,  on  the  10th  of  July,  during  which  Captains  Robinson's  and 
Browne's  companies,  under  my  immediate  command,  fired  about  6,000  rounds  of 
ammunition  at  Spanish  positions  whose  distances  had  been  previously  ascertained. 

During  this  bombardment  Capt.  Frank  B.  Andrus,  Fourth  Infantry,  whose 
company  was  in  support,  voluntarily  took  up  an  exposed  position  immediately  in 
rear  of  the  trench,  and  with  a  field  glass  remained  standing  observing  the  Spanish 
troops  and  informing  Captain  Robinson,  that  he  might  better  direct  the  fire  oJ 
his  men.    Such  position  he  maintained  under  fire  for  a  considerable  time. 

Moving  farther  to  the  right  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  we  took  up  our  last 
position,  overlooking  the  bay  and  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  again  constructed 
intrenchments,  although  by  this  time  the  men  were  in  an  almost  exhausted  con- 
dition from  exposure  to  the  rain  and  sun  and  from  sleeping  on  the  ground.  The 
regiment  was  to  be  in  reserve  during  an  expected  charge,  but  no  action  was  taken 
as  the  surrender  was  announced  on  July  14.  ' 

25  m  G 
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The  campaign,  from  Daiquiri  to  our  last  position  in  front  of  Santiago,  was  of 
the  most  exhausting  and  trying  nature — officers  and  men  carrying  their  own  packs 
and  food;  officers  drawing  their  rations  with  the  men,  cooking  it  as  they  could; 
all  sleeping  on  the  ground,  saturated  with  rain  or  perspiration,  made  the  cam- 
paign unique  for  hardship  and  apparently  never-ending  fatigue.  During  all  this 
time  the  number  of  men  reported  sick  did  not  exceed  20,  but  immediately  after 
the  surrender  the  number  began  to  increase  until  it  reached  145.  When  we  left 
Cuba  l.do  not  think  that  there  were  a  dozen  men  who  had  not  been  on  sick  report 
from  malarial  causes,  due  to  the  extraordinary  though  necessary  hardships  we 
were  called  upon  to  endure. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Baker, 
Major,  Fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Intebnchments  Twenty-Fifth  United  States  Infantet, 

July  6,  1898. 
Adjutant-Geneeal, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  the  1st  instant. 

The  re^ment  formed  firing  line  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Infantry,  facing  a 
Spanish  fort  or  blockhouse  about  half  a  mile  distant.  On  moving  forward  the 
battalion,  composed  of  Companies  C,  D,  E,  G,  and  H,  and  commanded  by  Capt. 
W.  S.  Scott,  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  after  advancing  about  400  yards 
was  subjected  to  a  galling  fire  on  their  left,  Finding  cover,  the  battalion  prepared 
for  an  advance  up  the  hill  to  the  fort.  This  advance  was  made  rapidly  and  con- 
ducted with  great  skill  by  company  officers. 

On  arriving  within  a  short  distance  of  the  fort  the  white  flag  was  waved  to  our 
companies,  but  a  cross  fire  prevented  the  enemy  from  advancing  with  it  or  our 
officers  from  receiving  it.  About  twenty  minutes  later  a  battalion  of  some  other 
regiment  advanced  to  the  rear  of  the  fort,  completely  covered  from  fire,  and 
received  the  flag,  but  the  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  entered  the  fort  at 
the  same  time.  All  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly.  One  officer  was  killed 
and  3  wounded;  8  men  were  killed  and  20  wounded. 

About  200  men  and  10  officers  were  in  the  firing  line.  I  attribute  the  compara- 
tively small  losses  to  the  skill  and  bravery  of  the  company  officers,  viz.  First 
Lieutenant  Caldwell  and  Second  Lieutenants  Moss  and  Hunt.  Second  Lieuten- 
ant French,  adjutant  of  the  battalion,  was  among  those  who  gallantly  entered 
the  fort. 
The  battle  lasted  about  two  hours  and  was  a  hotly  contested  combat. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  Daggett, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Headquaetees  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 

Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  16, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  near  Santiago,  Cuba. 

Sir:  Feeling  that  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  has  not  received  credit  for  the  part 
it  took  in  the  battle  of  El  Caney  on  the  first  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  facts: 

I  was  ordered  by  the  brigade  commander  to  put  two  companies  (H,  Lieutenant 
Caldwell,  and  G,  Lieutenant  McCorkle)  or  the  firing  line  in  extended  order.  The 
right  being  uncovered  and  exposed  to  the  enemy,  I  ordered  D  Company  (Captain 
Edwards)  to  deploy  as  flankers.  The  battalion  was  commanded  by  Capt.  W.  S. 
Scott.  The  battalion  advanced  about  300  yards  under  fire,  the  Fourth  Infantry 
on  its  left,  where  the  line  found  cover,  halted,  and  opened  fire  on  the  blockhouse 
and  intrenchments  in  front  of  it.  After  the  line  had  been  steadied  and  had  deliv- 
ered an  effective  fire  I  ordered  a  further  advance,  which  was  promptly  made.  As 
the  Fourth  Infantry  did  not  advance,  my  left  was  exposed  to  a  very  severe  fire 
from  the  village  on  the  left.  I  immediately  ordered  Company  C  (Lieutenant  Mur- 
dock) ,  which  was  in  support,  to  the  front  and  E  Company  (Lieutenant  Kinnison) 
from  regimental  reserve  to  take  its  place.  Thus  strengthened  the  four  companies 
moved  up  the  hill  rajjidly,  being  skillfully  handled  by  company  officers.  On 
arriving  near  the  fort  the  white  flag  was  waved  toward  our  men,  but  the  fire 
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from  the  village  on  our  left  was  so  severe  that  neither  our  officers  nor  Spanish  could 
pass  over  the  intervening  ground.  After  about  twenty  minutes  some  of  the 
Twelfth  Infantry  arrived  in  rear  of  the  fort,  completely  sheltered  from  the  fire 
from  the  village,  and  received  the  white  flag;  but  Privates  J.  H.  Jones,  of  Com- 
pany D,  and  T.  C.  Butler,  H  Company,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  entered  the  fort  at 
the  same  time  and  took  possession  of  the  Spanish  flag.  They  were  ordered  to  give 
it  up  by  an  officer  of  the  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry,  but  before  doing  so  they 
each  tore  a  piece  from  it,  which  they  now  have.     So  much  for  the  facts. 

I  attribute  the  success  attained  by  our  line  largely  to  the  bravery  and  skill  of 
the  company  officers  who  conducted  the  line  to  the  fort.  These  officers  are:  First 
Lieuts.  V.  A.  Caldwell  and  J.  A.  Moss  and  Second  Lieut.  J.  E.  Hunt.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  the  two  companies  first  deployed  could  not  have  reached  the  fort 
alone,  and  that  It  was  the  two  companies  I  ordered  to  their  support  that  gave 
them  the  power  to  reach  it.  I  further  believe  that  had  we  failed  to  move  beyond 
the  Fourth  Infantry  the  fort  would  not  have  been  taken  that  night. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  lost  1  officer  killed*  and  3  wounded  and  7  men  killed 
and  28  wotinded. 

Second  Lieut.  H.  W.  French,  adjutant  of  Captain  Scott's  battalion,  arrived  at 
the  fort  near  the  same  time  as  the  other  officers. 

I  request  that  this  report  be  forwarded  to  corps  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  Daggett, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Headquaetees  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  August  SS,  1898. 

The  Adjutant-GtENEEAL  U.  S.  Aemy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  supplementary  report  to  the  original  one 
made  on  the  19th  of  July,  1898,  of  the  battle  of  El  Caney  de  Cuba,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  part  taken  therein  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry: 

1.  I  stated  in  the  original  report  that  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  in  advancing, 
broke  away  from  and  left  the  Fourth  Infantry  behind.  This  may  inferentially 
reflect  on  the  latter  regiment.  It  was  not  so  intended,  and  a  subsequent  visit  to 
the  battlefield  convinces  me  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  regiment 
to  advance  to  the  fort,  and,  although  it  might  have  advanced  a  short  distance 
farther,  it  would  have  resulted  in  a  useless  slaughter,  and  that  the  battalion  com- 
mander exercised  excellent  judgment  in  remaining  where  he  did  and  by  his  fire 
aiding  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  in  its  advance. 

3.  Colonel  Miles,  the  then  brigade  commander,  informed  me  that  his  first  report 
of  the  battle  would  be  brief  and  that  a  later  and  full  report  would  be  made.  In 
his  former  report  I  think  he  failed  to  give  credit  to  myself  and  regiment.  As  he 
was  soon  after  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  brigade  I  assume  that  no  further 
report  wiU  be  made. 

I  have  reported  what  the  regiment  did,  but  said  nothing  about  my  own  action. 
I  must,  therefore,  report  it  myself  or  let  it  go  unrecorded.  Distasteful  as  it  is  to 
me,  I  deem  it  duty  to  my  children  to  state  the  facts  and  my  claims  based  thereon, 
as  follows: 

1.  I  was  ordered  to  put  two  companies  in  the  firing  line.  Before  this  line 
advanced  the  brigade  commander  informed  me,  and  personal  examination  veri- 
fied ,  that  my  right  was  in  the  air  and  exposed.  On  my  own  judgment  I  ordered 
a  company,  as  flankers,  to  that  part  of  the  line. 

3.  As  soon  as  the  line  had  rested  and  become  steadied  at  its  first  halt  I  ordered 
it  to  advance,  and  it  continued  to  advance,  although  it  broke  away  from  the  rest 
of  the  brigade. 

3.  As  this  exposed  the  left  to  a  galling  and  dangerous  fire,  I  ordered,  on  my 
own  judgment,  a  company  to  reenforce  that  part  of  the  line  and  a  company  from 
the  regimental  reserve  also  to  the  fighting  line. 

These  are  the  facts,  and  as  my  orders  were  to  keep  my  left  joined  to  the  right 
of  the  Fourth  Infantry,  and  received  no  further  orders,  my  claims  are  as  follows: 

1.  That  it  was  necessary  to  place  a  company  on  the  right  as  flankers. 

3.  That  the  conditions  oflEered  an  opportunity  to  advance  after  the  first  halt 
and  I  took  advantage  of  it. 

*First  Lieutenant  McCorkle  killed;  Captain  Edwards  and  First  Lieutenants 
Kinnison  and  Murdock  wounded. 
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3.  That  the  left  being  exposed  by  this  advance  of  the  line  beyond  the  rest  of  the 
brigade,  it  was  proper  and  necessary  to  reenforce  it  by  two  companies. 

4.  That  the  two  companies  first  deployed  could  not  have  reached  the  stone  fort. 

5.  That  the  three  companies  added  to  the  firing  line  gave  it  the  power  to  reach 
the  fort. 

6.  That  the  advance  beyond  the  rest  of  the  brigade  was  a  bold  and,  without 
support,  dangerous  movement,  but  that  the  result  justified  the  act.  Had  it  failed 
I  would  have  been  held  responsible. 

7.  That  I  saw  at  each  stage  of  the  battle  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  did  it. 
Results  show  that  it  was  done  at  the  right  moment. 

8.  That  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  caused  the  surrender  of  the  stone  fort. 

I  desire  to  repeat  that  it  is  ■with  great  reluctance  that  I  make  so  much  of  this 
report  as  relates  to  myself,  and  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  would  impel  me  to  do  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  Daggett, 
lAeutenant-Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

fFirst  indorsement.] 

Hbadquaeters  Second  Brigade, 

Second  Division,  Fifth  Coups, 
Camp  Wihoff,  Long  Island,  August  22, 1898. 
'    Respectfully  forwarded  to  adjutant-general  Second  Division. 

C.  McKlBBiN, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquaetees  Second  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  August  28, 1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general.  Camp  Wikoff.  The  present 
division  commander  commanded  the  Third  Brigade  at  the  battle  of  El  Caney,  and 
most  emphatically  repudiates  the  statement  that  the  Twenty-fifth  caused  the 
capture  of  the  stone  fort.  This  stone  fort  was  practically  in  the  possession  of  the 
Twelfth  Infantry  at  about  3  p.  m.  July  1,  but  the  commanding  ofQcer  of  the  regi- 
ment. Colonel  Comba,  asked  to  postpone  the  assault  until  about  3  p.  m.  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fire  of  General  Bates's  troops  onto  the  fort,  which  would  have  enfiladed 
his  regiment;  also  the  fire  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  from  the  position  it  occu- 
pied in  the  field,  onto  the  stone  fort  was  directly  in  the  face  of  the  Twelfth  Infan- 
try, and  it  is  not  believed  that  much  of  a  fire  could  have  been  directed  at  the  fort 
by  the  Twenty-fifth.  When  I  saw  the  Twenty-fifth,  as  they  emerged  from  cover 
into  the  open  before  the  town,  their  fire  seemed  to  be  directed  on  the  blockhouse 
to  the  west  of  the  stone  fort  and  the  town  itself.  It  is  not  disputed,  however,  that 
some  of  the  Twenty-fifth  fired  on  the  stone  fort.  The  troops  arriving  at  the  stone 
fort  were  there  in  the  following  order:  Twelfth  Infantry,  which  took  the  place; 
the  command  of  General  Bates,  some  minutes  later;  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 
A  captain  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  claimed  the  capture  of  the  place  from  me 
at  the  time  and  on  the  ground,  and  I  told  him  then  that  his  proposition  was 
absurd,  and  stated  to  him  the  order  in  which  the  troops  arriveu. 

Adna  R.  Chaffee, 
Major-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  15, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  upon  the  duty  performed  by  the  Signal 
Corps  in  the  operations  leading  to  and  resulting  in  the  capitulation  of  the  Span- 
ish army  commanded  by  General  Toral  and  the  occupation  of  the  city  and  prov- 
ince by  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  of  the  United  States  Army: 

The  corps  comprised  two  detachments,  with  separate  and  distinct  duties:  First, 
a  detachment  of  35  men  under  command  of  Capt.  G.  W.  S.  Stevens,  United  States 
Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  to  which  was  assigned  the  duty  of  establishing  and  main- 
taining communication  between  the  commanding  general  and  his  division  com- 
manders and  the  supply  depots;  second,  a  detachment  of  28  men  under  command 
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->f  Maj.  Joseph  E.  Maxfield,  United  States  Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  which  was 
attached  to  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  per  paragraph  31,  Special  Orders,  No.  139,  c.  s., 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  A.  G.  O. ,  equipped  with  a  balloon,  compressed  hydro- 
gen for  inflation,  and  the  necessary  paraphernalia,  to  which  was  assigned  the  duty 
of  observation  and  report  from  the  balloon  at  an  elevation  in  the  air. 

On  June  6,  30  men  from  Captain  Stevens's  detachment  were  placed  on  board 
30  transports  (1  man  to  each) ,  and  from  that  time  to  June  35,  whether  in  port,  in 
convoy,  or  in  the  debarkation  from  the  fleet,  flag  communication  was  maintained 
between  the  different  transports  and  the  flagship  of  the  commanding  general  and 
the  vessels  of  the  naval  escort  squadron,  all  necessary  orders  being  transmitted 
with  celerity  and  precision. 

On  June  35  small  details  of  signalmen,  equipped  with  flags,  heliographs, 
glasses,  etc.,  were  sent  to  report  to  headquarters  of  the  First,  Second,  and  Cav- 
alry divisions,  to  the  Independent  Brigade,  the  Light  Artillery  Battalion,  and  the 
Mounted  Cavalry  Squadron,  with  the  object  of  providing  communication  between 
separated  parts  of  the  forces;  but  the  nature  of  the  country  to  be  traversed,  with 
its  narrow  and  few  trails,  the  dense  and  high  tropical  growth  obscuring  the  vista 
in  all  directions,  and  the  absence  of  any  commanding  points  upon  which  stations 
could  be  established,  soon  demonstrated  to  me  that  visual  signaling  could  not  be 
depended  upon,  but  that  communication  could  only  be  had  and  maintained  by  tele- 
graph or  telephone,  so  the  men  were  withdrawn  from  the  commands  as  soon  as 
opportunity  offered. 

On  June  37  a  detail  under  Captain  Stevens  began  the  work  of  extending  a  tele- 
graph line  from  Siboney  toward  Sevilla,  using  for  the  purpose  a  light  rubber- 
covered  cable  having  a  core  of  seven  steel  wires  and  one  copper  wire,  happily 
provided  by  the  forethought  of  General  Greely.  The  value  of  this  wire  can  not 
be  overestimated.  Having  no  poles,  and  the  chaparral  being  too  slight  to  sustain 
the  weight  of  a  wire,  the  perfect  insulation  of  the  wire  furnished  enabled  it  to  be 
laid  upon  the  brush  as  far  back  from  the  trail  or  road  as  possible,  or  on  the  ground 
itself  where  no  other  course  was  open  and  a  clearing  back  from  the  trail  could  be 
found,  and,  so  long  as  it  was  not  cut  or  broken,  communication  by  its  means  was 
perfect.  This  work,  and  in  fact  all  the  telegraph-line  construction  and  repair 
throughout  the  campaign,  had  to  be  prosecuted  without  interruption  on  account 
of  the  state  of  the  weather,  sometimes  under  a  blazing  sun  and  at  others  under 
torrents  of  rain,  when  the  narrow,  bogg6d  road  became  a  roaruig,  knee-deep 
water  course. 

On  June  38  the  balloon  and  material  was  landed  at  Baiquiri,  placed  in  wagons, 
and  brought  to  Siboney,  thence,  on  June  39,  to  the  headquarters  camp,  about  3 
miles  west  of  Las  Guasimas.  The  telegraph  line  passing  from  Siboney  up  the  hill 
behind  the  town  by  the  blockhouse,  thence  over  the  trail,  joiningthe  main  Sevilla 
road  at  Las  Guasimas,  was  completed  to  the  headquarters  camp  on  June  39  and 
telephone  communication  established,  and  on  the  same  day  the  end  of  the  cable 
between  Santiago  and  Guantanamo,  which  had  been  cut  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Allen,  Volunteer  Signal  Corps,  was  landed  at  Siboney.  By  these  means  tele- 
graphic communication  through  the  necessary  intermediate  repeating  offices  was 
established  direct  between  Washington  and  the  headquarters  of  the  commanding 
general  at  the  front  near  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

On  June  30,  under  the  personal  direction  of  Major  Maxfield,  the  balloon  was 
inflated,  and  in  the  afternoon  after  the  daily  thunderstorm  had  passed  away 
Major  Maxfield  made  an  ascension  to  an  altitude  of  about  1,000  feet.  Several 
other  officers  ascended  afterwards. 

An  advance  upon  the  enemy  having  been  ordered  for  July  1,  small  details  of 
8  men  each,  equipped  only  with  the  flag  and  field  glass,  were  sent  the  night 
before  to  each  division  commander  and  to  the  Light  Artillery  Battalion  and  the 
mounted  squadron  of  cavalry. 

July  1,  at  4.30  a.  m..  Captain  Stevens  and  Lieutenant  Burnell,  Signal  Corps, 
with  a  detachment  of  signalmen,  began  extending  the  telegraph  line  from  the 
headquarters  camp  to  the  front,  a  work  of  great  difficulty,  as  the  single  narrow 
road  was  crowded  with  troops  marching  to  the  front;  but  by  perseverance  the  line 
was  pushed  forward  in  the  brush  well  to  one  side  of  the  road,  so  that  it  might  not 
be  disabled.  Understanding  that  the  advance  headquarters  were  to  be  located  at 
El  Poso,  I  proceeded  to  that  point  early  in  the  morning  for  the  purpose  of  locating 
the  station.  It  was  intended  to  place  the  instrument  in  the  abandoned  hacienda 
of  El  Poso,  and  by  8  a.  m.  the  wire  was  at  that  point,  but  located  as  it  was,  upon 
lower  ground,  and  some  150  jrards  in  the  rear  of  Loma  del  Poso,  upon  the  crest  of 
which  Grimes's  battery  was  in  position,  and  in  the  line  of  fire  from  the  enemy's 
battery  replying  to  Grimes's,  it  was  snon  evident  that  the  telephone  could  not  be 
maintained  there,  so  the  line  was  recovered  and  the  instrument  located  in  the  she!- 
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ter  of  the  bank  of  the  Aguadores  River,  alongside  the  Sevilla-Santiago  road, 
some  250  yards  to  the  north  of  El  Poso.  The  latter  part  of  the  work  was  per- 
formed under  a  smart  shower  of  shrapnel,  which  continued,  more  or  less,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  station  all  day.  From  this  station  orders  were  sent  and  received 
all  day,  and  the  line  was  carefully  and  constantly  patrolled  to  guard  against  inter- 
ruption. The  rapid  movements  of  the  different  divisions,  the  extent  of  ground 
covered,  and  the  unceasing  advance  ■with  the  hard  fighting  all  day  did  not  require 
the  use  of  the  signalmen,  and  I  gathered  them  in  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  have  not  received  a  report  from  Major  Maxfield,  commanding  the  balloon 
detachment  and  personally  operating  the  balloon,  but  I  know  from  my  own  obser- 
vation that  the  inflated  balloon  was  towed  along  the  road  toward  the  front  by 
wagon,  and  that  Major  Maxfield,  acting  under  orders,  very  gallantly  took  the 
balloon  upon  the  skirmish  line,  between  the  last  crossing  of  the  Aguadores  River 
and  the  Rio  San  Juan,  and  there,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Derby,  chief  engineer 
officer,  who  gave  the  orders,  ascended  and  remained  up  under  a  heavy  rifle  fire 
and  an  excellently  well-directed  fire  of  shrapnel,  until  the  balloon  was  pierced 
many  times  and  a  descent  was  unavoidable.  After  descending,  the  balloon  was 
riddled  and  rendered  totally  unserviceable  and  of  no  further  avail  during  the 
campaign.  It  is  the  first  time  a  balloon  has  taken  up  observers  on  the  skirmish 
hne,  and  will  probably  be  the  last  time. 

On  July  3  the  line  was  extended  to  the  foot  of  what  is  known  as  the  San  Juan 
Hill,  where  were  the  headquarters  of  Generals  Wheeler  and  Kent,  thence  to  the 
headquarters  of  General  Lawton,  upon  the  right  of  the  line  of  investment,  and 
subsequently  a  branch  line  built  from  General  Wheeler's  to  General  Bates's  head- 
quarters, on  the  left  of  the  line  of  investment.  The  maintenance  of  so  many  sta- 
tions, with  the  constant  patrol  and  repair  to  remedy  faults  both  of  accident  and 
malicious  disregard  of  the  value  of  these  indispensable  lines,  and  the  increasing 
sickness,  required  more  men  than  the  original  detachment,  so  men  were  taken 
from  the  balloon  detachment. 

On  July  7  I  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  Aguadores  River,  found  the  telegraph 
line  along  the  coast  between  that  point  and  Siboney  in  good  condition,  and  located 
and  established  a  station  about  one-half  mile  east  of  the  railroad  bridge,  in  a 
position  screened  from  the  fire  of  the  batteries  and  rifle  pits  upon  the  Spanish 
side  (right  bank)  of  the  river.  Afterwards,  during  every  bonabardment  of  Santiago 
by  the  fleet,  the  plottings  of  the  fall  of  the  shots  m  the  city  were  telephoned  from 
the  station  near  Loma  San  Juan  to  the  commanding  general,  whose  directions  as 
to  ra,nge  and  direction  were  in  turn  telephoned  direct  to  Aguadores  and  at  once 
flagged  to  the  admiral. 

On  July  8  I  went  to  Baiquiri,  repaired  the  telegraph  line  between  there  and 
Siboney,  and  made  ready  to  connect  this  line  to  the  United  States  Government 
cable  between  Baiquiri  and  Playa  del  Este,  better  known  as  Guantanamo,  which 
was  laid  for  use  in  the  event  of  a  denial  to  the  Government  of  further  use  of  the 
French  cable.  The  denial  did  not  take  place,  and  the  Government  cable  was  used 
only  a  very  few  times. 

Captain  Butler,  with  the  Eighth  Company,  United  States  Volunteer  Signal 
Corps,  reported  at  Siboney  on  July  9,  and  his  men  were  placed  on  duty  at 
Aguadores,  Baiquiri,  Siboney,  and  the  ammunition  camp. 

From  this  time  until  July  17  the  lines  were  constantly  maintained  in  working 
order  over  their  entire  extent,  comprising  the  line  of  investment,  with  a  line  ex- 
tending from  the  middle  thereof  through  the  corps  headquarters  and  the  different 
supply  camps  to  Siboney,  the  land  line  from  Aguadores  to  Baiquiri,  and  in  addition, 
the  French  cable  from  Siboney  to  Playa  del  Este,  which  had  been  seized  tempo- 
rarily by  the  United  States,  all  the  operators  being  soldiers  of  the  Signal  Corps. 
Those  at  the  front  worked  and  lived  in  mud  and  took  their  share  of  all  the  hard- 
ships and  exposure  to  fire  with  the  remainder  of  the  Army.  Upon  July  17, 
immediately  after  the  occupation  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  Spanish  military  tele- 
graph line  from  Santiago  was  tapped  at  the  junction  of  the  Caney  and  Sevilla 
roads  and  extended  into  corps  headqarters  and  communication  opened,  and  after- 
wards, as  required,  the  different  camps  were  connected  by  telephone. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  Geeene, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Volunteer  Signal  Corps, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
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Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  First  Division, 

Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  this  as  my  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Second 
Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  of  July, 
1898.  I  also  inclose  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders,  viz,  Lieut.  Col. 
W.  M.  Wherry,  Second  Infantry;  Lieut.  Col.  E.  R.  Kellogg,  Tenth  Infantry,  and 
Lieut.  Col.  Chambers  McKibbin,  Twenty-first  Infantry.  I  commend  these  officers 
for  efficiency. 

July  1,1898. — My  command,  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  after 
marching  about  a  mile  past  Grimes's  battery  on  a  hiU,  came  into  action  between  2 
and  8  p.  m.  It  had  been  under  artillery  fire  since  about  noon.  About  half  a  mile 
before  reaching  the  last  crossing  of  the  San  Juan  River  the  division  commander ,  Gen- 
eral Kent,  directed  me  to  cross  the  river  and  form  under  cover  of  the  bank  to  the  lef !^ 
on  the  other  side.  Proceeding  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  I  found  much  confusion 
among  troops,  who  had  attempted  to  cross  the  river  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
Spanish  position  that  commanded  the  ford.  In  view  of  this  fact  I  moved  the 
Tenth  Infantry  up,  and,  moving  by  the  left  flank,  posted  them  on  high  ground 
overlooking  the  plain,  and  prepared  to  advance  and  cross  the  San  Juan  River  in 
line  instead  of  in  column.  On  account  of  the  thick  underbrush,  the  excessive 
heat ,  and  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  men ,  it  required  some  time ,  say  half  an  hour, 
to  get  into  position.  By  that  time  the  Second  Infantry  came  up  and  was  posted  on  the 
same  high  ground  with  the  Tenth.  Finding  it  impracticable  to  advance  in  line, 
I  moved  both  regiments  by  the  road  across  the  river  and  deployed  to  the  left  of 
our  troops  already  in  action.  The  Twenty-first  Infantry  not  coming  up  by  this 
time,  I  sent  to  look  it  up  and  found  it  on  the  hill  near  the  blockhouse  in  advance, 
having  been  detached  by  the  division  commander  in  person  and  placed  on  my 
right  flank,  where  they  advanced  with  other  troops,  and  rejoined  the  other  two 
regiments  of  the  brigade  before  the  action  was  over.  The  Tenth  Infantry  advanced 
across  the  open  field  and  the  Second  Infantry  on  the  left  of  the  Tenth.  They 
drove  the  enemy  from  hill  to  hill  until  they  reached  and  occupied  the  position 
now  held  and  fortified  by  them. 

The  Twenty-first  have  trenched  about  400  yards  from  the  Spanish  lines;  the 
Tenth  on  the  right  of  the  Twenty-first,  about  500  to  1 ,000  yards  from  the  advanced 
Spanish  lines,  and  the  Second  Infantry  on  the  left,  not  more  than  1,000  yards 
from  the  Spanish  lines — all  the  regiments  in  full  view  of  the  city  of  Santiago,  or 
at  least  of  that  part  of  it  occupying  the  high  ground  above  the  harbor.  In  our 
advance  upon  the  enemy  I  realized  that  the  Second  Infantry  was  on  the  extreme 
left  of  our  forces,  and  I  ordered  the  left  battalion  to  be  kept  in  echelon  to  the 
left  and  rear.  During  the  night  of  the  1st  the  troops  employed  themselves  in 
intrenching  themselves  in  the  advanced  positions  taken  by  them. 

July ;?. — At  daylight  on  the  2d  the  enemy  opened  on  our  lines  with  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  infantry,  to  which  we  replied  with  spirit  all  day.  During  the 
afternoon  the  firing  was  done  in  a  heavy  rain,  drenching  the  troops;  but  on 
account  of  the  excessive  heat  it  was  to  some  extent  a  relief  to  them.  About  5 
o'clock  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides. 

About  9.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous  and  determined  attack  in  order  to 
drive  our  men  out  and  retake  the  positions  taken  from  them  the  day  before. 

My  brigade  repelled  them  at  every  point,  and  within  an  hour  the  enemy  was 
repulsed  and  was  again  within  his  trenches. 

July  S. — Firing  was  resumed  by  both  sides  until  about  noon,  when  flags  of 
truce  appeared,  since  which  time  hostilities  have  been  suspended. 

■Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  praise  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
brigade  during  these  three  days  of  hard  fighting  over  unknown  ground  under  a 
tropical  sun.  To  praise  one  or  more  to  the  exclusion  of  the  remainder  would  be 
invidious  where  all  have  done  so  well.  I  have  only  praise  for  everyone,  who  did 
his  full  duty. 

The  losses  of  the  brigade  were:  Killed,!  officer  and  17  men;  wounded,  10  officers 
and  114  men. 

In  these  operations  I  was  ably  assisted  by  the  officers  of  my  staff,  whom  I  beg 
leave  to  mention  by  name:  First  Lieut.  C.  J.  T.  Clarke,  adjutant  Tenth  Infantry, 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general;  First  Lieut.  E.  H.  Plummer,  Tenth  Infantry, 
brigade  quartermaster;  First  Lieut.  J.  8.  Parke,  jr..  Twenty-first  Infantry,  brigade 
commissary;  Second  Lieut.  O.  J.  Charles,  Tenth  Infantry,  aid;  Second  Lieut. 
L.  M.  Nuttman,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  aid. 

Your  obedient  servant,  E.'  P.  Pearson, 

Colonel  Tenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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In  Camp,  Second  Brigade,  June  S7, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  First  Division, 

Fifth  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  reconnoissance  made 
June  26: 

I  left  camp  at  Siboney  at  2.20  p.  m.  with  the  Second  Infantry  and  marched  west 
along  the  railroad  to  Aguadores  for  about  6  miles.  No  enemy  were  seen  at  any  time 
and  no  signs  of  recent  occupation  of  railroad  line  until  a  blocldiouse  was  reached 
6  miles  from  Siboney,  and  estimated  to  be  about  2  miles  from  Aguadores.  Here 
indications  pointed  to  retreat  of  enemy  forty-eight  hours  before.  It  being  dark,  I 
then  returned  with  my  command  to  Siboney. 

The  country  passed  over  was  such  as  to  preclude  the  use  of  flankers,  and  the 
undergrowth  was  heavy  and  close  to  track.  The  ridge  along  the  north  of  rail- 
road varied  in  height  from  400  to  800  feet,  and  its  distance  from  track  from  100 
to  800  yards.  Sides  of  ridge  were  very  steep — ^perpendicular  in  most  places.  The 
railroad  was  in  good  condition;  also  the  telegraph  and  telephone  lines  and  water 
pipe  along  the  track.  The  railroad  is  single  track;  iio  switches.  I  crossed  two 
bridges  over  tide- water  streams,  one  about  2  miles  and  the  other  about  5i  miles 
from  Siboney;  bridges  in  good  condition  and  planked  to  allow  horses  to  cross. 
Each  bridge  was  controlled  by  a  blockhouse  recently  shelled  by  warships.  They 
were  not  destroyed. 

The  accompanying  map  was  drawn  by  Lieut.  B.  H.  Wells,  Second  Infantry. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Pearson, 
Colonel,  Tenth  Infantry  Commanding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Tenth  United  States  Infantry, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  service  of  the  Tenth 
United  States  Infantry  since  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant: 

The  regiment  left  camp,  about  41  miles  from  Santiago  de  Cuba,  at  6.45  o'clock 
a.  m.  July  1,  and  marched  toward  the  city,  it  being  the  first  regiment  of  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  First  Division,  the  Second  Battalion,  Major  Lincoln,  commanding, 
leading,  left  company  in  front. 

After  marching  about  2  miles  the  brigade  commander,  about  12  m.,  ordered 
the  regiment  to  the  left,  in  column  of  twos,  up  a  ravine,  and  directed  me  to  form 
line  to  the  right  and  move  up  to  the  crest  of  the  hill — after  going  a  few  hundred 
yards. 

At  this  point  there  was  a  dense  growth  of  trees,  bushes,  and  vines,  almost 
impenetrable  in  places,  which  made  it  impossible  to  execute  the  movement  simul- 
taneously either  by  battalions  or  companies,  but  line  was  formed  on  the  crest  of 
the  ridge  as  quickly  as  was  possible,  and  fire  opened  on  the  enemy  in  front. 

The  action  at  this  place  was  not  very  severe,  more  firing  being  done  by  the  two 
leading  companies  (C  and  G)  of  Major  Lincoln's  battalion  than  by  the  others. 
Their  shots  seemed  to  be  effective. 

Our  loss  at  this  point  was  1  enlisted  man  killed  and  2  wounded. 

Between  12  and  1  p.  m.  the  brigade  commander  directed  me  to  move  back  to 
and  down  the  ravine  to  a  trail  leading  to  our  left  front.  We  soon  forded  a  creek 
and  formed  the  regiment  in  close  order  in  line,  faced  northwest. 

The  brigade  commander  then  directed  me  to  send  one  battalion  out  as  a  firing 
line,  and  to  hold  the  other  battalion  en  Echelon  to  the  left  in  rear  of  the  first.  The 
First  Battalion  moved  forward  on  the  left  of  the  troops  on  our  front,  and  the  Sec- 
ond Battalion  took  up  its  position  en  echelon  in  rear. 

The  regiment  moved  forward  in  this  formation,  making  two  partial  changes  of 
direction  to  the  right,  closing  up  to  the  troops  on  our  right.  The  leading  battal- 
ion, commanded  by  Major  Eskridge,  became  engaged  first.  Two  companies 
(E  and  D)  of  Major  Lincoln's  battalion  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  and,  sup- 
ported by  companies  G  and  C,  moved  forward,  closing  up  on  the  First  Battalion. 
The  First  Battalion  arrived  in  the  last  position  taken  up  about  2.30  p.m. ;  the  Sec- 
ond Battalion  joined  on  its  left  about  3  p.  m. 

The  regiment  moved  up  a  ridge  under  a  hot  fire,  the  enemy  was  driven  back, 
and  the  crest  gained  by  the  regiment. 

Major  Lincoln's  battalion,  the  left  of  the  brigade,  came  under  a  galling  fire 
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from  the  front  and  left.  The  line  was  also  enffladed  by  the  enemy's  artillery,  and 
Company  C  and  a  part  of  Company  G  changed  front  to  the  left,  and  by  their  fare 
action  lessened  the  eflEect  of  the  enemy's  ehots. 

Capt.  John  Drum,  a  most  gallant  officer,  was  killed  at  the  crest  of  the  hill. 

Unsupported  as  we  were,  I  thought  it  would  be  imprudent  to  attempt  a  farther 
advance  under  such  a  destructive  direct  and  cross  fire.  Fortunately  the  position 
where  we  halted  was  the  best  that  could  have  been  selected  for  prolonged  occu- 
jpation.     We  have  held  this  position  ever  since. 

Intrenchments  were  thi-own  up  during  the  night  of  the  1st,  and  have  since  been 
strengthened. 

On  the  2d  the  regiment  suffered  a  loss  of  both  battalion  commanders;  Majs. 
R.  I.  Eskridge  and  S.  H.  Lincoln  dangerously  wounded;  Capt.  R.  C.  Van  Vliet 
severely,  and  First  Lieut.  C.  Koops  slightly  wounded. 

The  whole  command,  especially  the  Second  Battalion,  suffered  severely  from  the 
heat  on  the  3d  instant,  and  many  were  prostrated  for  several  hours. 

About  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers  reported  to  me  for  duty.  They  performed  good  service  in 
making  a  covered  way,  and  also  assisted  in  other  fatigue  work.  They  returned  to 
their  regiment  on  the  evening  of  the  4th. 

I  can  not  praise  too  much  the  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  action  on  the  1st  instant.  There  were  so  many  conspicuous  instances 
of  individual  bravery  that  it  would  be  practically  impossible  for  me  to  enumerate 
them  all. 

Battalion  and  company  commanders  handled  their  commands  skillfully. 

Intrepid  and  efficient  as  all  officers  were,  in  these  qualities  no  one  excelled  the 
officers  of  my  personal  staff.  First  Lieut.  Eli  Helmick,  quartermaster,  and  Second 
Lieut.  W.  T.  Schenck,  acting  adjutant. 

The  officers  engaged  were  Majors  R.  I.  Eskridge  and  S.  H.  Lincoln;  Captains 
J.  T.  Kirkman,  Q.  Barrett,  John  Drum,  J.  F.  Stretch,  "W.  T.  Duggan,  William 
Paulding,  and  R.  C.  Van  Vliet;  First  Lieutenants  J.  Baylies,  C.  Koops,  S.  Buick- 
hardt,  T.  O.  Murphy,  and  Second  Lieutenants  M.  E.  Saville,  R.  S.  Offley,  W.  T. 
Schenck,  A.  P.  Berry,  H.  H.  Tibbetts,  B.  M.  Hartsome,  R.  P.  Walton. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  R.  Kellogg, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Tenth  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Second  United  States  Infantry, 

In  Front  of  Santiago  de  Cvba,  July  5,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  in  the  Field. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
regiment  in  the  operations  against  Santiago  de  Cuba  up  to  this  date: 

The  regiment,  comprising  two  battalions— the  First,  consisting  of  Companies 
B,  C,  D,  and  G,  commanded  by  myself,  and  the  Second,  consisting  of  Companies 
A,  E,  F,  and  H,  commanded  by  Major  Smith— was  assembled,  under  the  com- 
mand of  its  colonel,  J.  C.  Bates,  at  Chickamauga  Park  April  26,  1898.  The  next 
day  Colonel  Bates,  having  been  assigned  to  command  a  brigade,  turned  over  the 
command  of  the  regiment  to  me,  and  Maj.  Charles  A.  Dempsey,  Second  Infantry, 
fell  in  command  of  the  First  Battalion,  now  having  become  the  Second.  The  regi- 
ment remained  in  camp  at  Chickamauga  Park  from  April  36  till  May  13,  when  it 
was  marched  to  RossvUle,  Ga.,  and  put  on  the  cars  as  a  part  of  General  ChafEee's 
brigade,  destined  for  Tampa,  Pla.,  where  it  arrived  and  went  into  camp  on  the 
14th  of  May.  Here  we  remained,  engaged  in  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  equip, 
clothe  and  arm  the  recruits  arriving  almost  daily.  The  eight  companies  were 
filled  up  to  the  maximum  of  106  men,  and  Company  I  was  organized  and  filled  to 
83  men,  and  First  Lieut.  William  A.  Phillips,  Second  Infantry,  attached  to  com- 
mand it. 

Monday,  June  7,  orders  were  received  at  10.80  p.  m.  to  leave  all  unequipped 
men  behind,  the  company  tents  standing,  and  to  be  ready  to  take  train  for  Port 
Tampa  to  be  embarked  on  transports  at  daylight  the  next  day.  Cars  were  fur- 
nished at  3.30  the  morning  of  the  8th,  and  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.  the  property  and  men 
were  aboard  the  cars,  we  were  detained  on  the  railroad  spur  till  6.30,  and 
arrived  at  Port  Tampa  at  7  o'clock.  It  was  afternoon  before  I  could  ascertain  to 
which  transports  we  were  assigned.  By  5  ;p.  m.  the  property  and  men  were 
loaded,  the  First  Battalion,  under  Major  Smith,  on  the  San  Marcos,  and  head- 
quarters band  and  the  Second  Battalion,  Major  Dempsey,  under  my  immediate 
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command,  shared  the  steamer  Yticatan  with  the  First  United  States  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  Col.  Leonard  Wood  commanding.  Our  transportation — six  mule  teams — 
was  on  a  third  transport,  and  the  private  horses  of  officers  on  a  fourth.  Sunday, 
June  13,  Companies  B  and  D,  under  Major  Dempsey,  were  transferred  at  3  p.  m. 
to  the  transport  Clinton  to  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  steamer  Ykcatan. 

We  sailed  Monday,  June  13,  and  arrived  off  Daiquiri  on  the  22d,  but  remained 
on  the  steamer  till  6  a.  m.  of  the  24th,  when  we  landed  at  Siboney.  The  regiment 
was  assembled  on  the  beach  by  9  o'clock.  At  10  a.  m. ,  under  orders  from  Gen. 
H.  S.  Hawkins,  we  moved  up  to  the  support  of  troops  that  had  become  heavily 
engaged  about  SJ  miles  out.  Smith's  battalion,  the  First,  was  to  form  on  the  left 
of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  andDempsey's  held  in  reserve.  When  Smith  reached  the 
top  of  the  ridge,  on  which  he  was  to  form,  he  was  turned  back,  and  I  was  directed 
to  camp  the  regiment  on  the  beach,  whence  we  had  started. 

Sunday  afternoon,  the  26th,  I  marched  the  whole  regiment  at  2  p.  m.  as  escort 
to  the  brigade  commander  on  a  reconnoissance  dov^n  the  railroad  toward  Agua- 
dores.  The  march,  although  made  slowly,  was  very  trying  along  the  narrow 
space  occupied  by  the  railroad,  and  the  heat  was  intense,  so  that  many  of  the  men 
who  had  been  so  long  on  the  transports  fell  out,  and  First  Sergt.  Charles  Elwell,  of 
company  C,  died  from  heat  exhaustion.  The  march  extended  about  6J-  miles.  No 
enemy  was  found,  and  we  returned  to  our  bivouac  on  the  beach  at  10.15  p.  m. 

Monday,  June  37,  marched  at  10.05  a.  m.  toward  Santiago  to  a  point  about  4i 
to  5  miles  out.  Owing  to  the  congested  state  of  the  narrow  road  on  which  the 
troops  and  trains  were  moving,  did  not  make  camp  till  8.15  p.  m. 

Thursday,  June  80,  marched  at  3.35  p.  m.,  following  Tenth  Infantry,  about  Si- 
miles, and  made  bivouac  on  the  Guasamos,  a  tributary  of  the  San  Juan,  about 
8.80  p.  m. 

July  1.  The  regiment  this  day  was  composed  as  follows:  Headquarters,  band, 
First  and  Second  battalions,  1  medical  officer,  and  4  men  of  hospital  corps — 18  offi- 
cers and  601  enlisted  men.  In  obedience  to  orders  received  about  5  a.  m.  to  march 
to  the  front,  following  the  Tenth  Infantry,  the  regiment  was  placed  with  its  head 
of  column  on  the  road  leading  into  the  main  road  to  Santiago,  at  the  crossing 
of  the  stream,  and  as  soon  as  the  Tenth  Infantry  passed  followed  upon  its 
rear.  For  about  3  miles  the  march  was  inexpressibly,  but  unavoidably  slow,  and 
it  was  now  noon,  at  which  hour  the  regiment  came  first  under  fire.  Pursuing  our 
way  slowly  a  short  distance,  we  passed  under  the  position  occupied  by  the  guns 
of  Grimes's  battery,  and  we  encountered  a  stream  of  wounded  men  and  their  bear- 
ers. A  very  little  farther  along,  the  road  passed  through  a  flat  space— the  bottom 
land  of  the  stream — covered  with  dense  thickets,  and  wound  deviously  along. 
Here  we  encountered  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  occupying  much,  if 
not  quite  all,  the  roadway,  and  our  progress  through  them  was  slow  and  very 
trying,  for  the  whole  space  and  distance  was  covered  by  infantry  fire  and  occa- 
sional shots  from  artillery,  and  two  of  my  men  were  wounded — one  mortally — as 
we  passed  along. 

On  nearing  the  crossing  of  the  San  Juan,  on  the  main  road  we  were  moving 
upon,  we  were  directed  by  the  brigade  commander  to  take  the  left-hand  road  and 
form  on  the  left  of  the  Tenth  Infantry  on  a  hill  nearly  south  of  the  blockhouse 
just  being  taken  by  General  Hawkins's  brigade.  This  order  was  amended  to  put 
us  in  mass  in  rear  of  the  hill,  and  shortly  afterwards,  about  1.45,  I  was  directed 
to  follow  the  Tenth  Infantry  across  the  San  Juan.  The  head  of  column  crossed 
the  river  about  2.15  p.m.,  but  only  two  companies  were  able  to  reach  the  ford 
before  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  again  interposed  itself  in  the  road 
and  cut  off  the  remainder  of  the  column.  In  this  movement  one  man  was 
wounded.  The  regiment  was  closed  up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  about  3.15 
moved  out  in  column  of  fours,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  brigade  com- 
mander, to  prolong  the  line  of  attack  of  the  Tenth  Infantry,  moving  up  to  a  ridge 
beyond  the  blockhouse  above  referred  to  with  one  battalion,  the  other  to  move 
in  mass  as  a  reserve  and  to  be  deployed  to  the  front  or  to  the  left  as  in  my  judg- 
ment should  seem  best  as  matters  developed.  I  sent  the  First  Battalion,  under 
Major  Smith,  to  deploy  and  seize  a  prominent  and  wooded  hill  on  the  left  of  the 
ridge  the  Tenth  Infantry  was  moving  up  to,  with  directions  to  keep  in  connection 
with  that  regiment.  With  the  Second  Battalion,  under  command  of  Capt.  J.  K. 
Waring,  Second  Infantry  (Major  Dempsey  being  sick),  I  moved,  as  reserve  to  the 
First  Battalion,  about  halfway  up  bo  the  crest,  then  turned  to  the  left  to  reach  a 
ridge  on  the  other  side  of  a  road  running  toward  Santiago  from  the  river,  nearly 
east  ard  west.  On  reaching  the  road  I  sent  Captain  Pickering's  company,  G, 
directly  for  the  ridge,  with  directions  to  follow  up  the  crest  toward  the  wooded 
hill  held  by  the  First  Battalion  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  and  Captain  Waring 
was  directed  to  send  another  company  to  deploy  and  occupy  the  ridge  between 
Pickering's  company  and  the  road,  one  company  to  be  kept  in  support  of  the 


MAJOK-GENEEAL    COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  395 

two,  and  one  in  reserve.  These  movements  were  promptly  executed  and  without 
opposition,  and  just  beyond  the  crest  was  found  a  sunken  road  overlooking  the 
main  works  of  the  enemy,  about  1,000  or  1,100  yards  off.  In  this  road  I  placed, 
deployed,  three  companies,  reaching  nearly  in  connection  (about  100  yards  inter- 
vening) with  my  First  Battalion,  and  put  Pickering's  company  along  the  same 
road,  refused,  to  the  rear,  with  outposts  to  his  front  and  to  cover  the  left  of 
Waring's  line. 

Meanwhile  Major  Smith's  (the  First)  battalion  had  secured  the  wooded  hill  and 
crest  of  the  ridge,  prolonging  the  line  occupied  by  the  Tenth  Infantry,  but  not 
connecting  with  that  regiment,  so  that  two  companies  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry 
were  put  in  between  his  right  and  the  left  of  the  Tenth  Infantry,  and  the  con- 
nection made. 

The  troops  were  directed  to  at  once  begin  digging  to  strengthen  their  position, 
and  they  were  instructed  to  use  good  shots  to  the  best  advantage,  but  not  to  fii'e 
unless  they  could  see  an  enemy,  and  to  re]3el  attack  upon  themselves,  or  to  stop 
the  firing  against  our  troops  on  the  right  or  left. 

The  position  held  by  the  regiment  was  a  most  important  and  advanced  one. 
The  First  Battalion  was  more  exposed  to  fire  than  the  Second,  but  both  were  sub- 
ject to  fire  from  several  directions,  only  the  Second  Battalion,  occupying  the 
sunken  road,  was  better  protected,  and  it  was  necessary  to  construct  many  trav- 
erses in  the  First  Battalion  to  secure  cover. 

Heavy  earthworks  of  the  enemy,  occupied  by  infantry  and  artillery,  were  sit- 
uated at  points  from  800  to  1,150  yards  off,  along  our  front  and  flanks.  In  the 
desultory  firing,  at  times  quite  fierce,  that  continued  until  dark  several  men  and 
ofiScers  were  hit. 

I  was  quite  anxious  about  the  left  of  the  line,  occupied  by  the  Second  Battalion. 
It  was  out  in  air,  on  the  exteme  left  of  the  army,  and  no  troops  in  reserve — none 
within  reach — in  support.  I  directed  a  company  to  be  sent  about  4.30  o'clock 
p.  m.  to  make  a  reconnoissance  to  the  left  and  front,  and  Captain  Turner's  com- 
pany, I),was  sent  accordingly,  and  reported  no  enemy  occupying  the  ground  nearby 
in  that  direction.  Captain  'Turner  was  wounded  while  on  this  duty.  I  communi- 
cated my  position  and  situation  to  the  brigade  commander  by  letter  sent  by  one 
of  my  staff  before  dark,  and  after  dark  I  was  so  solicitous  that  I  rode  for  some 
tirae  and  over  much  gi-ound,  under  false  directions,  in  a  vain  search  for  the  bri- 
gade and  division  commanders'  headquarters,  after  which  I  returned  about 
li  p.  m.  to  my  bivouac.  The  night  passed  without  any  demonstration  from  the 
left,  and  early  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  we  were  visited  by  the  brigade  commander 
and  Gen.  J.  C.  Bates,  commanding  the  Independent  Brigade.  After  a  careful 
survey  of  the  position  it  was  decided  by  General  Bates  that  he  would  put  in  his 
brigade  in  extension  of  the  left,  and  by  2  p.  m.  the  Twentieth  Infantry  formed  on 
my  left,  enabling  me  to  put  all  my  men  of  the  Second  Battalion  into  line  and 
connect  with  the  First  Battalion.  Firing  continued  desultorily,  at  times  fiercely, 
all  the  afternoon,  but  again  ceased  at  dark.  At  9.30  p.  m.,  however,  the  enemy 
advanced  from  his  trenches  and  made  an  attack  upon  our  line,  which  extended  to 
beyond  the  center  of  my  First  Battalion.  The  firing  was  terrific  and  accompanied 
by  artillery,  but  our  fire  was  so  severe  and  continuous  that  by  10.15  p.  m.  the 
attack  was  spent  and  shortly  ceased,  and  thenceforward  we  had  a  night  of  repose. 
Major  Dempsey  resumed  command  of  his  battalion  some  time  in  the  night  of  the 
1st  of  July. 

Sunday,  July  3,  it  was  announced  at  noon  that  firing  would  cease  at  the  hour  of 
12  till  a  flag  of  truce,  sent  in,  should  be  heard  from.  We  were  then  enabled  to 
ascertain  the  cost  of  our  successes  thus  far,  and  the  result  in  this  regiment  proved 
to  be  casualties  as  follows,  viz:  Four  commissioned  officers  wounded,  6  enlisted 
men  killed,  and  48  wounded;  total,  58.  These  were  incurred  principally  on  the 
1st  and  2d,  but  a  few  on  the  3d  instant.  One  man  of  Company  C  was  killed  just 
after  the  truce  was  announced.  Lieut.  Briant  H.  Wells  was  severely  hurt,  a  flesh 
wound  in  the  thigh;  Major  Smith,  Captain  Turner,  and  Captain  Howell,  each 
slight  wounds  and  contusions. 

The  4th  and  5th  have  been  spent  in  quiet,  allowing  the  men  to  leave  the  trenches 
in  small  parties  to  procure  water,  cook,  and  bathe. 

At  early  daylight  this  morning  numbers  of  women  and  children  with  bundles 
and  parcels  appeared  moving  out  of  the  city  and  passing  toward  our  right.  This 
continued  till  about  noon. 

When  the  regiment  left  Tampa,  Company  I,  Lieut.  William  A.  Phillips,  with 
about  300  noneffective  recruits  belonging  to  the  companies  of  the  two  battalions, 
among  whom  the  measles  had  broken  out,  was  left  in  charge  of  regimental  property 
in  camp. 

On  the  4th  instant  105  of  these  recruits  joined  here. 
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I  inclose  an  amended  list  of  all  casualties  to  date,  requesting  it  to  be  sustituted 
for  incomplete  ones  previously  sent  in. 

In  the  operations  above  described  I  received  a  hearty  support  and  cheerful  com- 
pliarce  with  orders  from  all  the  ofScers  of  the  regiment  and  from  Capt.  WiUiam 
B.  Banister,  Medical  Department,  and  Post  Chaplain  Charles  S.  Walkley,  both  of 
whom  rendered  efficient  aid  to  the  wounded,  not  of  this  regiment  only,  but  other 
regiments. 

This  report  is  respectfully  submitted  at  this  time  in  compliance  with  verbal 
•directions  from  the  division  commander. 

Brief  subreports  from  the  battalion  commanders  are  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  M.  Wheeky, 
Ideuienant-Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Begiment. 


In  Front  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 
Adjutant  Second  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  vsrith  instructions  of  regimental 
•commander  (delivered  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Hines),  that  as  acting  lieutenant- 
•colonel  I  took  charge  of  First  Battalion,  composed  of  A,  E,  F,  and  H  companies, 
same  regiment.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  and  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Colonel  Wherry,  Second  Infantry,  marched  from  a  bivouac  camp  about  5 
miles  from  the  position  now  occupied  by  Second  Infantry. 

After  numerous  delays,  the  battalion  reached  a  point  in  front  of  a  blockhouse 
of  the  enemy,  and  was  placed  in  position  as  reserve  to  support  the  First  Brigade 
in  their  charge.  This  was  at  or  about  1  p.  m.  After  the  charge  the  regiment  was 
moved  by  the  left.  At  this  point  I  gave  a  little  drill  of  manual  of  arms  to  steady 
the  men  and  inspire  the  recruits  with  confidence.  After  the  colonel  had  reached 
a  point  near  enough  to  the  place  where  the  enemy  could  be  seen,  he  directed  me 
to  form  my  battalion  for  attack,  informing  me  that  the  other  would  be  the  sup- 
port. I  sent  the  colors  to  the  reserve.  All  my  companies  were  soon  deployed  as 
skirmishers  as  we  moved  forward.  My  orders  were  to  connect  my  right  with  left 
of  Tenth  Infantry.  To  comply,  it  became  necessary  to  bear  strongly  to  the  left, 
.and  this  general  movement  brought  my  battalion  in  front  of  the  present  advanced 
position,  which  was  immediately  seized  and  held.  This  occurred  about  3.30  p.  m. 
1  directed  rifle  pits  to  be  constructed  and  to  hold  the  position  at  all  hazards.  This 
was  done  by  the  battalion  in  fine  style,  but  at  considerable  loss. 

While  inspecting  the  position  I  was  struck  by  a  bullet,  and  my  wound,  although 
painful,  was  not  enough  to  force  me  from  the  field.  This  was  about  4  p.m.,  and  I 
remained  until  about  6  p.m.,  when  a  cessation  of  fire  permitted  me  to  see  Surgeon 
Banister  at  headquarters  of  the  regiment.  After  having  my  wound  dressed  by 
him,  he  accompanied  me  to  where  I  had  established  my  headquarters,  and  there  he 
decided  to  locate  his  field  hospital,  and  treated  the  wounded  during  the  night. 

In  the  early  morning  of  the  3d  of  July  the  enemy  opened  fire,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  materially  strengthen  my  position  by  intrenching.  By  9  a.  m.  I  had 
succeeded  in  having  my  command  protected  from  small-arms'  fire,  but  at  consid- 
erable loss.  In  this  engagement  First  Sergeant  Meyer,  Company  A,  was  mortally 
wounded  and  died  at  my  headquarters.  He  was  a  fine  soldier,  and  his  loss  is  a 
severe  one  to  the  regiment.  My  ammunition  having  been  almost  exhausted,  I 
was  forced  to  call  upon  the  Third  Infantry  for  either  ammunition  or  reenforce- 
ment.  A  battalion  under  Captain  Hale  was  sent  me,  and  they  went  into  our 
intrenchments  and  remained  from  about  10  a.  m.  until  7  p.  m. ,  at  which  time  I 
took  up  my  position  and  sent  the  Third  to  its  place  as  reserve. 

My  work  of  strengthening  the  works  was  begun  as  soon  as  the  battalion  was  in 
place,  and  continued  until  we  were  severely  bombarded  by  artillery  fire  and  well- 
directed  volleys  of  infantry.  This  commenced  at  between  9.30  and  10  p.  m.  The 
whole  front  of  the  line  became  engaged,  and  it  has  been  ascertained  that  it  was 
a  determined  attack  to  force  our  lines.  The  battalion  held  its  position,  and  at 
"  Cease  firing"  the  wounded  were  cared  for  by  Surgeon  Banister  and  his  able 
corps  of  assistants. 

The  first  position  of  Dr.  Banister's  hospital  became  untenable,  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  order  him  to  a  more  secure  place  in  rear  of  my  headquarters.  He  has 
performed  his  duties  gallantly  and  nobly,  remaining  at  the  front,  taking  great 
risks,  and  was  the  only  surgeon  who  remained  at  the  front  anywhere  near  the 
operations  of  the  Second  Infantry.    He  deserves  special  mention. 

From  the  night  attack  on  the  3d  instant  up  to  18  noon  of  the  3d,  when  the  truce 
was  declared,  nothing  but  desultory  firing  has  taken  place.    A  great  deal  of  work 
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has  been  performed  by  the  men,  and  now  all  are  proud  of  the  defensive  position 
made  by  the  labor  of  the  battalion  without  the  aid  of  the  Engineer  Corps.  The- 
officers  and  men  of  this  battalion  are  deserving  of  great  praise  for  their  conduct 
and  soldierly  bearing;  standing  all  the  hardships  of  heat,  lack  of  food,  etc.,  with 
fortitude,  and  uncomplaining  to  a  wonderful  degree.  My  battalion  adjutant  ren- 
dered very  efficient  services. 
I  inclose  reports  of  the  company  commanders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  A.  Smith, 

Major,  Second  Infantry. 


Camp  Second  United  States  Infantry, 
In  the  Trench  in  Front  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5, 1S98. 
Adjutant  Second  Infantry. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  of  the  regimental  commander,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  reports  of  commanding  officers  Companies  B,  D,  C, 
and  G,  Second  Infantry,  from  the  morning  of  the  1st  mstant  to  this  morning.  On 
the  1st  of  July  I  started  with  the  companies  above  mentioned,  composing  Second 
Battalion,  and  about  11  a.  m.  I  was  so  overcome  by  the  heat  I  had  to  fall  out,  and 
my  regiment  left  me  by  the  roadside  with  one  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  battalion., 
About  3  p.  m.  same  day  I  reached  the  hill  where  division  headquarters  now  are, 
but  could  learn  nothing  of  the  regiment.  I  finally  reached  this  place  that  night. 
I  am  therefore  unable  to  verify  the  inclosed  reports.  On  the  night  of  the  2d  we 
were  treated  to  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy,  but  no  casualties  occurred.  We 
have  been  more  or  less  under  fire  since  our  arrival,  strengthening  our  natural 
defenses. 
Casualties:  KiUed,  3;  wounded,  11. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  A.  Dempsey, 

Major,  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Battalion. 


Headquarters  Twenty-first  Infantry, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  6, 1898.. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  reports  of  company  commanders  in 
the  battle  of  Santiago,  July  1  to  3,  1898: 

The  regiment,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Chambers  McKibbin,  and  form- 
ing part  of  the  Second  Brigade  (Pearson's) ,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  left  it» 
camp,  near  El  Peso,  about  8.30  a.  m.  July  1,  marching  along  on  the  Santiago 
road.  The  rate  of  march  was  very  slow  owing  to  repeated  blocking  of  the  road 
in  front.  About  noon  we  crossed  the  San  Juan  River.  Here  we  first  came  into 
the  zone  of  fire,  several  men  of  the  regiment  being  wounded  by  rifle  buUets. 
Shells  from  the  enemy's  artillery  were  flying  over  us,  but  exploded  too  far  beyond 
to  do  damage.  The  regiment  was  at  this  time  marching  in  column  of  twos,  being 
the  rear  regiment  of  the  brigade. 

The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  (Second  and  Tenth  Infantry)  had  been 
directed  to  take  a  road  to  the  left  from  the  river  crossing,  but  as  this  regiment 
arrived  the  division  commander  (General  Kent)  directed  the  regimental  com- 
mander to  follow  the  main  road  to  the  support  of  Hawkins's  brigade,  then  engaged 
in  the  attack  on  San  Juan  Hill.  The  division  commander  in  person  led  the  regi- 
ment some  distance  in  the  direction  he  desired  to  go.  Proceeding  through  what 
is  now  termed  "  the  bloody  lane,"  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  we  crossed 
the  Aguadores  River,  officers  and  men  jumping  into  the  water  from  a  steep  bank 
at  least  10  feet  high  and  wading  through  water  waist  high  to  the  other  bank. 
Passing  through  the  thick  underbrush  lining  the  banks  of  the  stream,  a  wire  fence 
blocked  progress,  which  was  cut  down  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  command 
passed  into  an  open  meadow,  where  line  of  skirmishers  was  formed  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  regiment,  with  colors  flying,  passed  across  the  meadow  in  double 
time  and  ascended  to  the  top  of  San  Juan  Hill,  then  in  possession  of  our  troops. 
Reaching  the  hilltop  the  regiment  moved  by  the  left  flank  toward  the  next  hill  in 
direction  of  Santiago,  pressing  back  the  retreating  enemy  and  descending  again 
into  a  depression  and  crossing  a  muddy  slough  knee-deep,  ascended  the  next  hill 
beyond;  one  battalion,  under  Captain  Ebstein,  passing  around  the  left  and 
ascending  this  hUl  from  the  south  side. 
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The  Tenth.  Infantry  at  this  time  was  advancing  on  our  right  and  in  line  with 
ns,  -wliile  the  Second  Infantry  came  up  over  the  high  ridge  on  the  left  of  Captain 
Ebstein's  battalion.  On  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  we  found  ourselves  within 
400  yards  of  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  and  received  a  heavy  fire  of  infantry  and 
artillery,  which  was  returned  by  company  volleys.  The  enemy  endeavored  by 
heavy  fire  from  artillery  and  infantry  to  dislodge  us,  but  we  held  tenaciously  to 
our  positions.  Individual  rifle  pits  were  ordered  dug,  and  with  the  aid  of  bayonets 
and  meat-ration  cans  a  fair  amount  of  shelter  was  obtained. 

The  enemy's  fire  ceased  at  dark.  Our  loss  had  been  5  killed  and  26  wounded 
(including  in  the  latter  Second  Lieut.  Francis  Key  Meade) .  During  the  night 
intrenchments  were  thrown  up  with  the  aid  of  some  picks  and  shovels  that  had 
been  obtained.  At  5  a.  m. ,  July  3,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  our  line  with  infan- 
try and  artillery.  The  fire  was  promptly  replied  to  by  volleys  by  squads  and  firing 
by  individual  sharpshooters,  directed  principally  upon  the  enemy's  artillery  and 
the  intrenchments  near  by.  The  engagement  continued  without  interruption  till 
7  p.m.,  the  regiment  being  fourteen  hours  under  continuous  fije.  The  heat  on 
this  day  was  so  great  that  many  men  were  overcome  in  the  trenches  and  had  to 
be  removed.  Firing  ceased  at  7  p.  m.  Pickets  had  been  posted  as  usual,  when 
:shortly  after  9  p.  m.  fire  was  opened  by  the  enemy  with  artillery  and  infantry  in 
an  attack  upon  our  position.  The  pickets  withdrew  inside  our  lines  and  a  terrific 
exchange  of  fire,  lasting  about  forty  minutes,  ensued.  The  enemy  failed  in  the 
attempt  to  drive  us  from  our  position,  and  withdrew  to  his  trenches. 

Casualties  July  2:  Killed,  1;  wounded,  8,  and  Acting  Hosp.  Steward  William 
Machon,  United  States  Army. 

About  6  a.m.,  July  3,  firing  again  began,  and  continued  until  3  p.m.,  when 
orders  were  received  to  discontinue  all  firing,  as  a  flag  of  truce  had  been  sent  into 
.enemy's  lines. 

The  conduct  of  offlcers  and  men  throughout  these  trying  engagements  can  not 
be  too  highly  praised.     Individual  cases  of   special  meritorious  conduct  have 
already  heen  communicated  to  higher  authority. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred.  H.  E.  Ebstein, 
Captain,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Headquarters  Second  United  States  Infantry, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  New  York,  August  S7, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
xegiment  in  the  operations  subsequent  to  the  5th  July,  when  the  last  report  was 
made. 

On  that  date  the  regiment  occupied  the  same  position  in  front  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba  it  had  taken  and  defended  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d.  The  truce  declared  about 
noon  of  the  3d  continued  from  day  to  day,  but  the  men  were  required  to  remain  in 
■the  trenches  and  on  the  alert  all  the  while,  for  it  was  understood  that  at  anytime 
after  noon  of  the  4th  the  enemy  was  at  liberty  to  resume  hostilities.  They  were 
seen  constantly  strengthening  their  works,  and  we  were  not  idle  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. We  built  traverses,  strengthened  parapets,  constructed  interior  trenches 
on  points  of  vantage  and  covered  ways  to  reach  points  on  the  line  over  exposed 
ground,  calculated  and  fixed  ranges  of  the  various  batteries  and  points  on  the  line 
of  the  enemy,  and  dug  bombproofs,  so  that  in  case  of  attack  we  were  secure,  and 
in  the  event  of  a  prolonged  siege  the  casualties  would  be  lessened.  Efforts,  too, 
were  made  to  recover  packs  piled  up  on  the  line  of  march  when  we  went  into  action, 
but  notwithstanding  small  guards  had  been  left  in  charge,  much  pillaging  had 
teen  done  and  many  packs  and  necessaries  were  irrecoverably  lost.  No  cooking 
utensils  had  been  brought  ashore,  and  the  coffee  and  food  could  only  be  made 
and  heated  in  cups  and  the  cans  in  which  the  food  came.  For  days  the  men  had 
only  hard  bread,  often  soured  by  the  rains,  canned  beef,  and  coffee,  and  the  oflScers 
fared  no  better. 

On  the  6th,  through  the  energy  of  the  division  commissary,  Captain  Taggart, 
a  limited  supply  for  sale  and  some  components  of  the  field  rations  got  to  our 
front.  The  men  and  officers  suffered  intolerable  discomforts  in  the  trenches  from 
the  weather,  without  sufficient  food,  covering,  blankets,  and  clothing.  Wood 
was  scarce,  and  fires  could  not  be  made  at  night  for  warmth  nor  in  the  day  to  dry 
clothing.  Water  had  to  be  fetched  from  the  stream  a  mile  away,  and  but  limited 
01  portunities  could  be  obtained  to  go  there  to  bathe.    So  that  when,  on  the  9th, 
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it  was  announced  that  the  truce  would  surely  end  next  day  and  hostilities  be 
resumed,  it  was  hailed  with  delight,  although  coupled  with  the  announcement 
was  the  information  that  the  bombardment  would  be  followed  by  an  assault. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  at  4.45  p.  m.,  the  firing  began  along  the  line,  and  was  con- 
tinued with  enormous  vigor,  completely  overwhelming  the  Spaniards  in  their 
trenches.  The  artillery  fire  was  begun  shortly  after  the  infantry,  and  seemed  to 
be  effective  over  to  the  right. 

The  firing  of  our  sharpshooters,  led  and  directed  in  a  great  measure  by  Lieuten- 
ant Muir,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  kept  down  the  fire  of  the  6-inch  gun  on  our 
left  front  that  had  been  so  annoying;  but  about  6  p.  m.  the  enemy  took  renewed 
courage  and  fired  two  shots  from  that  piece.  One  knocked  several  sand  bags  from 
the  parapet  in  fi'ont  of  Company  A,  commanded  by  Capt.  O.  W.  Eowell,  Second 
Infantry,  and  while  the  captain  was  superintending  the  replacing  of  the  bags  and 
looking  through  the  aperture  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy  a  second  shell  passed 
through  the  same  opening  and  literally  cut  him  in  twain,  also  killing  Private 
Nelson  of  the  company  and  felling  another  of  the  men.  These  were  the  only 
shots  fired  from  that  piece  during  that  day.  Shortly  after  infantry  firing  ceased 
and  we  had  a  night  of  comparative  repose. 

On  the  11th  firing  was  resumed  about  daylight  and  was  kept  up  in  a  desultory 
way  tiU  about  2  p.  m. ,  when  a  fiag  of  truce  was  sent  in. 

A  fierce  rain  storm  occurred  that  night  and  continued  more  or  less  during  the 
forenoon  of  the  12th. 

The  truce  was  continued  on  the  13th  July  and  the  men  occupied  their  trenches 
quietly,  details  only  being  allowed  to  go  out  for  water  and  wood  and  to  bathe. 
During  the  entire  period  of  these  operations  efforts  were  made  to  direct  attention 
to  the  advantageous  positions  along  our  line  for  artillery  and  the  desirability  of 
having  the  assistance  and  moral  effect  of  the  presence  of  that  arm;  but  it  was 
persistently  held  that  the  positions  were  too  far  within  the  zone  of  infantry  fire, 
and  notwithstanding  the  enemy's  artillery  was  kept  in  position  at  the  same  dis- 
tance from  us  and  we  offered  to  dig  emplacements  for  the  guns,  it  was  not  until 
the  forenoon  of  the  14th  that  it  was  decided  to  bring  artillery  onto  that  line.  Then 
I  had  emplacements  dug  and  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  batteries,  but 
events  traveled  so  fast  that  the  end  came  and  no  artillery  ever  did. 

On  the  15th  it  was  announced  that  the  capitulation  had  been  signed  and  on  the 
16th  July,  the  next  day,  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  army  would  take  place, 
the  city  would  be  turned  over,  and  the  United  States  flag  hoisted  over  the  govern- 
ment building  in  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The  men  were  ordered  to  line  up  on  the 
parapet  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  17th  and  be  held  there  till  9.45  during  the  surrender,  and 
again  at  11.45  and  until  12  m.  during  the  hoisting  of  the  flag  and  firing  of  the 
salute.    These  ceremonies  were  performed. 

As  early  as  July  5  I  had  invited  attention  to  the  desirability  of  giving  the  men 
and  officers  some  respite  from  the  trenches  if  it  could  be  done,  so  as  to  leave  to  the 
regiment  the  positions  it  had  won  and  held  by  its  valor  and  at  the  cost  of  some 
of  its  best  blood,  and  the  works  it  had  constructed  at  such  cost  of  labor  and  expo- 
sure, and  it  was  promised.  However,  it  so  happened  that  the  regiment,  except 
the  First  Battalion,  which  was  out  of  its  trenches  ten  hours  on  the  2d  July, 
remained  in  the  trenches  continuously  from  the  night  of  July  1  till  the  morning 
of  July  14,  when  it  was  camped  in  shelter  tents  about  20  to  50  paces  in  rear  of 
the  line  it  had  held  for  fourteen  days. 

July  18  orders  were  received  to  move  the  regiment  the  next  morning  to  a  point 
about  2  miles  northeast  of  Fort  San  Juan,  to  be  designated  by  a  staff  officer. 
Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  regiment  moved  at  8  a.  m.  and  went 
into  camp  on  the  hills  just  east  of  El  Caney  road. 

Up  to  this  time  malarial  fever  had  been  on  the  increase  since  about  the  10th  of 
July.  The  march  in  changing  camp  developed  many  new  cases,  and  from  that 
time  on  the  increase  was  so  rapid  as  to  become  alarming. 

The  tents  and  kitchen  outfits  for  the  companies  were  procured  between  the  22d 
and  24th,  and  the  men  were  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  under  the  circum- 
stances. A  slight  improvement  in  diet  was  made  by  the  issue  of  fresh  bread  and 
beef,  but  in  their  weakened  condition  the  men  could  not  resist  the  fatal  climate 
and  unhealthy  surroundings.  Daily  the  sick  list  increased,  until  by  the  end  of 
the  first  week  in  August  scarcely  one-half  the  regiment  could  do  duty,  and  there 
being  no  hospital  accommodations  or  supplies,  the  well,  or  rather  the  less  sick, 
were  taxed  to  their  utmost  strength  in  caring  for  their  feeble  and  sicker  comrades. 

August  9  the  medical  officers  inspected  for  yellow  fever,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th  orders  were  received  to  march  to  Santiago  and  embark  on  transports. 
Twenty-nine  men,  too  sick  to  accompany  the  command,  or  suspects,  were  left  in 
camp.    Many  more  were  too  sick  to  march  to  the  landing,  and  some  of  them 
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should  have  been  left  back  also,  but  buoyed  up  by  the  hope  of  getting  away  from 
the  malaria-stricken  island  to  their  homes  all  made  a  brave  effort  to  reach  the  place 
of  embarkation.  One  man  collapsed  at  the  dock  and  had  to  be  sent  to  hospital. 
The  troops  and  impedimenta  were  conveyed  by  lighters  to  the  Berkshire  and  put 
aboard.  We  waited  in  the  bay  for  a  pilot  all  night,  and  at  6  a.  m.  of  the  11th  sailed 
to  Guantanamo,  arriving  about  noon.  We  were  there  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  S. 
St.  Paul,  Captain  Sigsbee;  but  here  57  sick  men,  whose  nervous  energy  had  sus- 
tained them  to  endure  all  in  their  efforts  to  get  home,  were  ordered  back  on  the 
Berkshire  to  the  camp  of  the  sick  at  Santiago.  We  sailed  August  11,  at  10  p.  m., 
and  reached  Fort  Pond  Bay,  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  August  15,  about 
9  a.  m. 

On  the  16th  we  disembarked  and  went  into  the  detention  camp,  and  on  the  19th 
instant  were  removed  to  this  camp. 

I  refrain  from  any  details  of  the  hardships  the  troops  have  had  to  endure  from 
lack  of  the  ordinary  supplies  and  comforts,  including  nourishing  food,  medicines, 
medical  attendance,  nursing,  and  accommodations  generally  provided  for  sick 
men,  the  whole  regiment  being  in  a  measure  sick. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  M.  Wheret, 
lAeutenant-Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Begiment. 


Headquarters  Twenty-first  Infantry, 

Jb  the  Field  near  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagements  before 
Santiago  de  Cuba  on  July  1,  2,  and  3,  1898,  in  which  the  Twenty-first  Infantry  took 
part: 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  the  brigade  commander,  Colonel  Pearson,  the  regiment 
started  with  the  brigade  from  camp  near  General  Shafter's  headquarters  (marked  1 
on  the  accompanying  map),  and  proceeded  slowly,  due  to  the  blocked  condition  of 
the  road,  along  the  road  leading  toward  Santiago.  At  the  second  crossing  of  the  Eio 
Aguadores  we  came  within  the  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery  fire ;  shortly  after  this 
crossing  (at  3  on  map)  the  packs  were  discarded,  and  at  this  point  I  received  orders 
from  General  Kent  temporarily  detaching  the  regiment  from  the  brigade,  and  directiDg 
me  to  immediately  reeuforce  our  firing  line,  now  already  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
After  the  crossing  (at  4),  where  the  regiment  came  under  the  enemy's  rifle  fire,  I 
turned  to  tlie  left  and  proceeded  through  a  narrow  lane  closed  on  both  sides  by  thick 
brush.  Here  Lieutenant  Meade  and  a  number  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Twenty-first 
Infantry  were  wounded.  From  this  lane  my  route  led  into  the  open  to  the  crossing 
of  the  San  Juan  (at  5).  At  this  crossing  the  banks  were  almost  precipitous  10  or 
12  feet  into  water  waist  deep.  Proceeding  in  the  direction  of  the  tiring  two  barbed- 
wire  fences  were  encountered  (at  6),  and  the  regiment  filed  through  two  cuts  made 
in  the  same,  and  as  quickly  as  possible  the  two  leading  companies  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  facing  the  blockhouse  on  the  hill  (marked  7),  and  moved  forward  at  a 
double  time.  Arriving  at  the  blockhouse,  which  had  by  this  time  beep  captured 
and  the  enemy  driven  back,  I  was  directed  to  move  to  the  left  and  up  the  slope. 
After  crossing  the  ravine  (at  8),  three  companies  were  placed  in  succession,  Compa- 
nies 6,  D,  and  E,  on  the  left  of  Major  Eskridge's  battalion  of  the  Tenth  Infantey, 
and  kept  up  a  fire  on  the  enemy  retreating  and  in  the  trenches  and  houses  (at  9) .  Com- 
panies A,  B,  C,  F,  and  H  were  kept  in  rear  in  reserve.  In  this  position  the  line  was 
exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  from  the  southeast  of  the  city,  which  had  as  yet  not  been 
developed.  Companies  G,  D,  and  E,  in  the  order  named  advanced,  and  took  position 
on  the  crest  and  slope  of  the  hill  (at  10)  north  of  the  ravine  facing  the  enemy's 
works,  and  fired  volleys  at  them.  This  position  was  taken  up  about  4  o'clock  p.  m. 
Two  companies  of  the  Tenth  Infantry,  under  Captain  Dngan,  took  position  on  my 
left,  and  extended  the  line  across  the  ravine.  The  other  five  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment, A,  B,  C,  F,  and  H,  under  Captain  Ebstein,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  moved  by 
the  fiank,  and  after  crossing  the  barbed- wire  fence,  formed  line  about  100  yards  in 
rear  of  the  companies  of  the  Tenth  and  Twenty-first  already  in  line.  For  nearly  an 
hour  constant  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy's  works ;  about  5  o'clock  rifle  pits  were 
dug  with  the  bayonets  and  after  dark  these  pits  were  enlarged  to  the  shelter  trench, 
kneeling.  In  this  position  the  regiment  was  subjected  to  severe  direct,  cross,  and 
reverse  fires,  both  rifle  and  artillery,  until  about  7  p.  m.,  when  the  firing  ceased  on 
both  sides.  Six  companies  of  the  regiment  were  placed  on  the  line  and  intrenched 
themselves.    The  other  two  companies  were  kept  in  rear,  under  shelter,  as  support. 

Casualties  for  the  day :  Killed,  5;  wounded,  26. 

During  the  night  outposts  were  kept  out  till  daylight. 
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July  2,  1898. — At  3  o'clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  started  rifle  fire,  but  stopped  in  a  few- 
minutes.  At  5  a.  m.  the  enemy  started  heavy  rifle  and  artillery  fire  from  their 
earthworks  and  kept  it  up  almost  without  intermission  until  7  p.  m.,  when  the  firing 
ceased.  During  this  time  the  lire  of  the  regiment  was  under  complete  control,  and 
was  directed  upon  the  shelter  trenches  of  the  enemy  on  the  north  and  west  sides  of 
our  position.  About  9p.m.  firing  started  on  the  line  of  outposts,  and  almost  imme- 
diately the  enemy  opened  with  a  terrific  rifle  and  artillery  fire.  We  returned  with 
a  heavy  rifle  fire  for  a  few  minutes  until  it  was  evident  that  there  was  no  advance 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  when  the  regiment  ceased  firing.  The  enemy  kept  up 
his  fire  for  about  an  hour,  when  the  firing  ceased.  In  this  night  firing  no  casualties 
occurred.    The  rest  of  the  night  was  without  incident. 

Casualties  for  the  day :  Killed,  1 ;  wounded,  7. 

July  3,  1898. — The  firing  started  on  the  enemy's  side  at  daybreak,  but  was  prin- 
cipally from  sharpshooters,  with  an  occasional  volley  and  shot  from  the  artillery, 
this  keeping  up  till  about  3  p.  m.,  when  a  truce  was  announced.     Casualties,  none. 

From  early  in  the  morning  of  July  1,  1898,  until  July  3  the  troops  were  subjected 
to  the  severest  strain,  under  a  continuous  fire,  exposed  to  a  fierce  tropical  sun,  which 
exhausted  and  prostrated  the  men  by  scores,  and  to  the  drenching  showers  of  this 
region.  It  being  impessible  to  make  fires,  officers  and  men  for  forty-eight  hours 
subsisted  on  a  limited  ration  of  hard  bread  and  raw  bacon.     Sleep  was  impossible. 

The  regiment  was  under  a  continuous  fire  for  seven  hours  on  July  1,  and  was 
exposed  to  an  unceasing  fire  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  sharpshooters  for  fourteen 
hours  on  July  2. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was  in  the  highest  degree  commendable. 

A  sketch  of  the  route  and  position  accompanies  this  report. 

Ch.  McKibbin, 
lAeutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Tweniy-firat  Infantry. 


Camp  near  Santiago,  Cuba,  Julu  SO,  1898. 
The  Adjutant  Twenty-pirst  Infautrt. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  72,  H.  Q.  A.,  A.  G.  O.,  June  21, 1898, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  that  which  concerns  Company  A, 
Twenty-first  Infantry,  in  the  battle  of  Santiago  during  the  period  from  July  1  to 
July  4,  1898: 

Rejoining  the  regiment  at  about  8.30  a.  m.  July  1,  from  outpost  to  the  brigade 
(Second,  of  First  Division)  on  hills  north  of  camp  about  3  miles  east  of  Santiago,  we 
were  fairly  on  the  march  to  the  front  at  about  10.30  a.  m.  I  will  endeavor  to  con- 
fine myself  to  the  sequence  rather  than  exact  hours  of  circumstances  and  events, 
which  may  contribute  to  the  correct  filling  iu  of  the  interstices,  so  to  speak,  between 
the  matters  of  greater  magnitude  dwelt  upon  by  commanders  of  higher  organizations . 

At  the  beginning  of  the  march,  A  Company  was  at  rear  of  the  regimental  column. 
As  we  approached  the  zone  of  the  enemy's  fire  orders  were  received  to  remove  and 
leave  by  the  roadside  all  articles  which  would  impede  the  freedom  of  movement, 
excepting  arms,  ammunition,  and  canteens.  This  necessary  step  resulted  in  the  loss, 
by  most  men  in  the  company,  ot  Government  and  private  property.  Wounded  men 
were  now  being  met. 

Crossing  the  stream,  the  company  found  itself  second  from  the  rear.  The  under- 
growth was  so  dense  as  to  render  the  formation  of  a  connected  line  impossible,  and 
we  became  detached  for  a  short  time.  We  were  now  in  that  fatal  space  so  well  com- 
manded by  the  Spaniards  on  the  hills  in  front,  and  such  was  the  nature  of  the 
remarks  from  troops — apparently  stragglers  from  commands  iu  front— which  we 
passed,  that  I  ordered  the  advance  by  platoon  rushes.  This  soon  brought  us  to  a 
high  bank  above  the  creek  under  opposite  bank  of  which  the  regiment  was  assem- 
bling for  re-formation,  and  a  number  of  wounded  had  taken  refuge.  Plunging 
through  water  waist  deep,  we  joined  the  regiment. 

I  here  learned  that  Sergt.  William  Moore  and  Private  Charley  Dahlberg  had  been 
wounded,  and  had  gone  or  been  taken  to  the  rear.  Privates  Edward  A.  Garfield, 
Robert  Spann,  and  Frederick  H.  Clark  were  missing  from  this  time,  reports  regarding 
them  being  conflicting.  Second  Lieutenant  Martin  was  reported  to  have  assisted 
the  wounded  to  the  rear  and  was  missing  until  nearly  6  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  regftnent  now  formed  line,  A  Company  resting  across  the  road  on  the  left. 
Here  cries  were  raised  that  we  were  being  shot  by  our  own  troops. 

Moving  by  the  right  flank  (column  of  files),  the  regiment  was  soon  ascending  the 
hill.  Inclining  to  the  left,  and  later  to  the  right  under  the  crest  of  the  hill,  we 
found  ourselves  by  a  sort  of  movement  "on  right  into  line"  in  front  of  Santiago 
and  facing  the  enemy  in  their  trenches  at  distances  varying  from  400  yards  upward. 
My  company  with  its  left  retired  50  yards  or  more  beyond  what  is  now  distinctly 
26  Ma 
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mapped  as  the  salient  near  junction  of  the  positions  held  by  the  Twenty-first  and 
the  Tenth  Infantry.  Here  Private  Fred.  Weisheit  was  killed,  and  Privates  Barnard, 
Jensen,  and  others  wounded,  the  nature  of  the  wounds  (Jensen  being  shot  through 
both  thighs)  indicating  clearly  that  the  shots  came  from  the  trenches  on  hill  in 
direction  of  the  city  on  our  left  flank. 

My  position  was  so  exposed  that  I  retired  the  company  toward  the  crest,  and  on 
order  of  the  regimental  commander  (Lieutenant-Colonel  McKibben)  took  position  on 
right  of  the  regiment  (just  to  right  of  salient  mentioned),  and  proceeded  to  intrench. 
With  but  bayonets  and  the  hands  (cups  and  plates  having  been  left  by  the  roadside) 
this  was  slow  work.  This  position  (connecting  with  the  Tenth  Infantry)  the  company 
held  until  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  July  2. 

When  night  came  I  had  the  following  casualties  to  report:  Killed,  2;  wounded, 
9 ;  missing,  2 ;  total,  13.     Strength  on  entering  fight,  52. 

The  night  was  passed  in  improving  the  trenches,  a  few  tools  having  reached  the 
regiment  for  this  purpose. 

July  2. — The  battle  was  resumed  by  a  sharp  fusillade  from  the  enemy's  trenches  at 
5  o'clock.  Constant  firing  was  kept  up  throughout  the  day.  This  portion  of  the 
line  was  such  that  no  further  approach  could  be  made  except  by  charge — a  charge 
without  hope  of  success.  It  was  the  advanced  position  of  the  entire  line,  and  was 
held  throughout  the  day.  That  portion  occupied  by  A  Company  was  without  shade, 
and  by  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the  men  in  such  numbers  were  threatened  with 
heat  exhaustion  and  thirst  that  it  became  necessary  to  relieve  the  company,  which 
was  ordered  by  the  regimenial  commander. 

Company  H,  Lieut.  Pannester,  took  its  place.  Company  A  was  then  placed  in 
reserve  near  left  of  the  regiment.  Private  Michael  O'Mealey  was  wounded  while 
this  change  was  being  made. 

Subsequent  to  night  of  July  2,  with  its  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  the  company  was 
not  under  fire  during  my  command  of  it,  which  terminated  by  my  being  detailed 
brigade  quartermaster  per  Special  Orders,  No.  6,  Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First 
Di\  ision.  Fifth  Army  Corps,  camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4,  1898 

On  July  4,  details  were  sent  to  bring  up  the  property  left  on  the  Ist.  Little,  how- 
ever, was  recovered,  and  the  men  were  left  hopelessly  beyond  reach  or  promise  of 
dry  clothing  or  adequate  shelter. 

I  commend  Lieut.  W.  H.  MuUoy  for  his  untiring  energy  in  keeping  the  men  at 
their  night  work  on  the  trenches,  for  his  assistance  in  calming  the  men  at  several 
times  under  excitement,  especially  on  night  of  July  2,  and  for  his  soldierly  behavior 
throughout  the  fight. 

Private  John  C.  Barnard  is  to  be  specially  commended  for  remaining  in  action  after 
having  been  wounded  through  the  arm. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  in  Company  A,  Twenty- first  Infantry: 
Killed^Private  William  Davis,  Private  Fred.  Weisheit;  total,  2.  Wounded — Sergt. 
William  Moore,  Corpl.  Chauncey  Minkler,  Private  Michael  O'Mealey,  Private  John 
C.  Barnard,  Private  Robert  Cartan,  Private  Ctarley  E.  Dahlberg,  Private  Henry 
S.  Seymour,  Private  Otto  Derr,  Private  Edward  A.  Garfield,  Private  Rudolph  Jensen; 
total,  10.  Missing — Private  Frederick  H.  Clark,  Private  Robert  Spann;  total,  2. 
Aggregate,  14. 

Whereabouts  of  these  men  now  unknown.     Possibly  sick. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  A.  Williams, 
Captain,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 


Camp  neak  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  30,  1898. 
The  Regimental  Adjutant, 

Twenty-first  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  your  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report: 

On  July  1,  1898,  Company  B,  a  part  of  the  Second  Battalion,  Twenty-first  Infan- 
try, took  part  in  the  battle  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  as  follows :  Leaving  bedding  rolls 
and  haversacks,  about  noon,  at  a  designated  place,  the  company  soon  crossed  the 
Aguadores  River  and  took  position,  on  the  left  of  the  regiment,  in  the  brush  on  the 
river  bank.  The  fire  was  heavy,  and  as  the  enemy  could  not  be  seen  from  this  posi- 
tion the  company  was  withdrawn.  As  the  company  moved  forward  Lieutenant 
Conley,  Corporal  Loomis,  and  Private  Mulford  were  detached  to  take  charge  of  an 
abandoned  Hotchkiss  gun,  which  they  did,  dragging  it  through  the  open  under 
heavy  fire. 

The  company  passed  through  the  "  bloody  lane,"  out  through  the  open,  and  across 
the  San  Juan  River,  where,  under  a  out  bank,  they  rested  an  instant.  Shortly  after  the 
regiment  formed  and  advanced  toward  Fort  San  Juan,  which  had  just  then  been 
taken  by  the  Sixth,  Sixteenth,  and  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  and  others,  and  we 
hastened  across  the  meadow  and  up  the  hill.    The  company  in  ascending  the  hill 
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became  detached  for  a  short  time,  having  inclined  too  far  to  the  right,  but  upon 
roaohing  the  crest  moved  around  toward  the  left,  joining  the  regiment. 

Moved  with  rewiment  to  a  hill  on  the  left  of  Fort  San  Juan,  taking  a  position 
which  received  a  are  from  both  north  and  west.  The  company  being  unable  to  find 
a  place  from  which  the  enemy  could  be  seen,  by  reason  of  dense  underbrush,  I 
obtained  permission  to  go  up  a  hill  to  the  left.  Here  a  battalion  of  the  Second 
Infantry,  under  Major  Miller,  held  all  the  open  ground.  While  on  the  rear  slope  of 
the  hill  Private  Harry  Holcomb  was  wounded  in  arm  by  a  bullet  from  the  cross 
fire.  There  being  here  no  opportunity  to  get  on  the  line,  the  company  returned  to 
its  place,  and  was  compelled  to  remain  inactive  under  cross  fire  until  dark.  The 
lines  were  then  completed,  B  Company  joining  the  lefb  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry, 
to  the  right  of  the  Second  Infantry,  and  with  bayonets  and  such  few  tools  as  could 
be  obtained  intrenched  the  position,  working  nearly  all  night. 

During  July  2  the  company  remained  under  heavy  cross  fire  for  fourteen  hours, 
unable  to  return  a  shot,  and  at  dark  went  on  outpost. 

The  firing  on  the  right  of  the  line  at  the  beginning  of  the  so-called  sortie  came  on 
so  quickly  that  the  outpost  could  not  be  entirely  brought  in,  and  Privates  Flynn, 
Glenning,  and  Depew  remained  out  in  front  of  the  trenches  during  the  furious  firing 
that  followed.  On  the  cessation  of  firing  the  company  resumed  outpost  duty,  whence, 
at  daylight,  they  took  position  in  ravine  in  reserve. 

During  the  firing  of  Sunday,  July  10,  B  Company  occupied  the  portion  of  the 
trenches  facing  north,  about  350  yards  from  the  enemy,  and  alternately  fired  volleys 
and  did  sharpshooter  firing  until  dark.  The  company  went  on  outpost  that  night 
and  reserve  next  day. 

Casualties:  Private  Daniel  F.  Barber,  overcome  by  heat  July  1,  left  by  roadside, 
picked  up  by  ambulance;  Private  Edward  L.  Carey,  gunshot  wound  leg,  July  1, 
went  to  rear  alone :  Private  Harry  Holcomb,  gunshot  wound  upper  arm,  went  to  rear 
alone. 

Very  respectfully,  Willis  Wittich, 

Captain,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  B. 


Camp  Twenty-first  Infantry, 
Hear  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  SO,  1898. 
Adjutant  Twenty- first  Infantry. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  participation  of  Com- 
pany C,  Twenty -first  Infantry,  at  the  battle  of  Santiago : 

The  company  marched  with  the  regiment  (from  its  camp  of  .fnne  30)  on  the  morn- 
ing of  July  1,  reaching  a  point  near  the  fighting,  where  the  rolls  and  haversacks 
were  deposited,  about  1  p.  m.  From  here  the  regiment  marched  under  fire,  making 
some  halts.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  Fort  San  Juan  is  located  (then  cap- 
tured) the  regiment  formed  in  line  and  ascended  the  hill.  Company  C  extended  the 
left  of  the  line,  being  next  to  troops  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  I  think.  Now  the  regi- 
ment was  moved  forward,  and  soon  occupied  the  ground  it  held  to  the  end  of  the 
battle.  During  this  last  move  Private  Brownell  was  slightly  wounded  by  a  bullet  in 
the  cheek.  The  position  occupied  by  the  regiment  was  such  that  only  about  five  or  six 
men  of  this  company  found  places  on  the  line,  and  as  they  could  not  return  fire,  and  were 
under  heavy  fire  themselves — Privates  Ryan  and  McClatchey  being  wounded,  their 
rifles  being  struck — the  battalion  commander  directed  me  to  withdraw  these  men 
and  keep  the  company  sheltered.  Soon  after.  Private  McClatchey,  already  slightly 
wounded,  was  killed  by  a  bullet  in  the  head.  The  firing  ceased  for  the  day  at  about 
7  p.m. 

The  company  performed  outpost  duty  100  yards  in  front  of  the  line  during  the 
night,  and  in  the  morning  withdrew  to  the  rear  of  the  line,  where  it  remained  dur- 
ing the  day,  being  occupied  securing  and  distributing  water  to  the  firing  line.  That 
night  (July  2)  the  company  occupied  the  trenches  of  B  Company,  the  latter  going 
on  outpost  duty.  Private  McLaughlin  accidentally  shot  himself  in  the  side.  Dur- 
ing the  night  attack  of  the  Spanish  Private  Ritter,  who  was  in  rear  cooking  his 
supper,  was  wounded  in  the  side. 

Firing  ceased  July  3.  Company  occupied  trenches  until  night  (9th),  when  it  went 
on  outpost  for  the  night.  The  lOth-llth  the  company  remained  in  rear,  resuming 
place  in  the  trenches  on  the  evening  of  the  11th,  which  it  occupied  until  the  day 
after  the  surrender,  July  18. 

Principal  Musicians  William  Fritz  and  Gustav  Prefer,  of  the  band.  Twenty-first 
Infantry,  were  attached  to  the  company.     The  former  gave  out  about  noon  July  1, 
and,  I  understand,  made  his  way  to  a  hospital.    Sergeant  Prefer  served  efficiently 
with  the  company.     The  behavior  of  the  company  has  been  most  excellent. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Sol  E.  Sparrow, 
Captain,  Twenty-fi/rat  Infantry. 
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In  Camp  Near  Santiago  be  Cuba,  July  SO,  1898. 
Adjutant  Twenty-first  Infantry, 

In  Camp,  near  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
brief  report  of  the  operations  of  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  in  the  battle  of 
Santiago  from  July  1,  1898,  to  July  17,  1898,  the  formal  surrender : 

The  company  left  camp  July  1,  1898,  with  the  First  Battalion,  Twenty-first  Infan- 
try, as  fourth  company,  and  about  1  p,  m.  left  the  rolls  and  haversacks  by  the  side 
of  the  road,  by  order  of  the  regimental  commander,  and  afterwards  marched  to  the 
front  up  the  hill  to  the  San  Juan  blockhouse,  the  third  company  (following  the 
colors),  and  was  finally  put  in  position  on  the  left  of  Company  E,  Twenty-first 
Infantry,  and  intrenched  on  hill  facing  the  enemy's  intrenchments  (some  900  yards 
distant  and  on  the  right  of  the  line  about  400  yards  distant),  in  which  vicinity  the 
company  remained  and  took  part  in  the  battle,  which  was  terminated  by  a  formal 
surrender  July  17,  1898. 

A  rough  sketch  of  the  hill  and  vicinity  and  Company  E's  position  has,  I  believe, 
been  submitted  by  the  commanding  officer  of  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 

There  were  five  men  wounded  July  1,  1898. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  E.  Eltonhbad, 

Captain,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  D. 


In  Camp  Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  30, 1898. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  of  General  Orders,  No.  72,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  June  21,  1898,  and  further  instructions  from  headquarters  First  Division, 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  July  1,  1898,  this  company  (E, 
Twenty-first),  as  part  of  the  regiment,  broke  camp  about  8  a,  m.  and  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

As  I  understand,  the  Twenty-first  Infantry  was  the  reserve  regiment  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  which  was  composed  of  the  Second, 
Tenth,  and  Twenty-first  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  E.  P.  Pierson,  Tenth  Infantry. 

About  noon,  while  the  regiment  was  resting  beside  the  road,  heavy  firing  was 
beard  in  our  front.  Word  was  received  to  move  forward,  and  almost  immediately 
after  starting  many  wounded  being  conducted  to  the  rear  were  passed.  At  this  time 
Company  E,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  was  the  leading  company  of  the  regiment. 
Crossing  the  Aguadores  Kiver  at  a  point  near  the  position  of  Grimes's  Battery,  we 
were  ordered  along  the  bank  of  the  river  into  a  small  opening,  where  we  encountered 
a  severe  fire,  and  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  when  we  countermarched  and  were 
ordered  on  right  into  line,  in  a  lane  extending  in  the  direction  of  our  ultimate  front, 
which  was  swept  by  heavy  fire,  a  number  being  wounded,  among  them  Lieutenant 
Meade,  Twenty-first  Infantry.  General  Kent  appeared  in  person  and  ordered  the 
regiment  along  a  path  running  at  right  angles  to  the  lane,  and  to  the  right.  Pro- 
ceeding a  short  distance  the  San  Juan  River  was  reached,  and  into  it  the  company 
plunged — the  depth  in  most  places  being  to  the  arm  pits.  Struggling  up  the  steep 
banks  we  proceeded  forward,  and  but  a  few  steps  brought  us  to  a  slightly  sheltered 
spot  crowded  with  wounded  men.  At  this  point  the  company  was  joined  by  several 
men  of  other  regiments.  From  here  on  to  San  Juan  Hill  was  a  thick  chaparral  and 
meadow,  through  which  we  passed  and  formed  a  line  of  skirmishers.  Before  reach- 
ing the  hill  Lieutenant-Colonel  MoKibbin,  whom  the  company  was  closely  following, 
called  for  some  one  to  cut  a  wire  fence  which  impeded  our  progress,  and  it  was  out 
by  Private  Moncton,  who  had  carried  a  pair  of  private  wire  cutters.  We  reached 
the  bill  of  Fort  San  Juan  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  crest  and  crossed  foothills  to  the 
left  to  our  position,  which  at  that  time  was  the  most  advanced  in  the  direction  of 
Santiago.  I  submit  herewith  a  sketch  made  by  Lieutenant  Springer.  The  company 
on  reaching  its  position  fired  volleys  from  the  position  indicated  by  the  angle  in  the 
map  facing  Santiago.  Company  G  at  this  time  was  on  my  left,  also  firing  volleys. 
About  half  an  hour  after  taking  our  position  the  Second  Infantry  was  observed  to 
our  left  and  rear,  and  finally  took  position  on  our  left.  G  Company  changed  its  posi- 
tion to  my  right  in  the  evening.  While  under  fire  the  company  intrenched  itself  as 
well  as  possible  with  their  bayonets,  and  during  the  night  strengthened  these 
intrenchments  with  the  pick  and  shovel. 

First  Lieutenant  Crawford  and  Second  Lieutenant  Springer  showed  great  energy 
and  ability  and  an  utter  absence  of  fear  under  the  continuous  fire  to  which  we  were 
subjected.  The  noncommissioned  officers  of  the  company  were  most  energetic  and 
fearless  during  the  whole  action.  The  whole  company,  in  fact,  showed  the  greatest 
bravery  and  utter  absence  of  fear.  Two  men.  Privates  McMahon  and  Zuck,  who 
claim  to  have  been  with,  other  oiganizations,  were  not  present  on  either  the  first  or 
second  day. 
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Ou  the  2d  of  July  the  company,  as  part  of  the  regiment,  was  under  fire  of  small 
arms  and  artillery  for  almost  fourteen  conaeoutive  hours,  during  which  fire  bravery, 
endurance,  obedience,  and  clieerfulness  were  displayed. 

The  firing  again  opened  at  dawn  July  3,  and  continued  until  10  a.  m.,  when  hostil- 
ities were  suspended  by  flag  of  truce  and  not  resumed  until  4.30  p.  m.  on  the  10th. 
I  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  company  and  placed  in  command  of  Second 
Battalion  on  July  10,  1898,  Lieutenant  McCaskey  succeeding  me  as  company 
coinnuinder. 

During  the  fighting  on  July  1  Private  Edward  Plonde  was  killed  and  Musician 
William  H.  Churchill  and  Private  Jonas  Hansson  wounded. 

J.  W.  Duncan, 
Captain,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Seturn  of  oaauallies  in  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  action  near  Santiago,  Cuba, 

'on  July  1,  S,  and  S,  1898. 


Enlisted 
men. 


KiUed 

"Wounded . 


Total., 


In  Camp  Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  SO,  1898. 
At  about  4.30  p.  m.  July  10,  1898,  after  an  extended  fiag  of  truce,  hostilities  com- 
menced and  continued  until  darkness.     The  company  during  this  time  kept  pouring 
volleys  into  the  enemy's  trenches  and  batteries  from  our  advanced  position,  about 
400  yards  from  their  lines. 

Firing  started  with  daylight  July  11  and  continued  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  the 
white  flag  went  up. 

The  company  continued  the  firing  at  the  Spanish  trenches  and  batteries,  as  on  the 
previous  day,  with  good  ett'ect. 

No  casualties  in  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  during  the  two  days'  engage- 
ment. 

E.  "W.  McCaskey, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Commanding.. 


Camp  Twenty-fikst  Infantry, 
Before  Santiago  de  Cuia,  West  Indies,  August  Zl,  1898. 
Regimental  Commander  Twenty-first  Infantry, 

Camp  Near  Santiago  de  Cuta,  Went  Indies. 

Sir:  Obedient  to  verbal  instructions  under  General  Orders,  No.  72,  current  series, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  touching  the  part 
taken  by  my  company  (F,  Twenty-first  Infantry)  in  the  battle  of  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
July  1  to  17,  1898. 

The  company  was  second  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  regiment.  We  left  camp 
on  the  Sevilla  road  or  trail  about  9.30  a.  m.  July  1. 

The  march  was  necessarily  by  twos  and  files,  and  very  much  impeded  by  reason  of 
narrowness  of  the  road  and  crowding  due  to  wounded,  bad  pieces  of  road,  returning 
couriers,  delayed  artillery,  etc.  When  within  about  a  mile  of  the  first  blockhouses 
of  the  enemy  the  company  was  halted  by  orders  to  give  way  to  the  artillery.  The 
men  had  to  crowd  back  into  the  high,  thick  brush  to  make  room.  The  wounded 
were  now  all  along  the  trail.  Shot  and  shell  were  crashing  through  the  brush  all 
along  this  section. 

Without  my  knowledge,  though  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  company,  the  leading 
company  of  the  battalion  was  carried  on  ahead,  leaving  my  company  and  H  and  A 
waiting.  Finally  orders  came  by  Lieutenant  O'Connell,  battalion  adjutant,  to  move 
to  the  front  notwithstanding  the  artillery.  We  wound  in  and  out  and  through  the 
brush,  and  when  near  the  open  ground  in  front  of  the  blockhouse  were  ordered  to 
throw  down  our  packs  and  take  "double  time."  While  moving  at  double  time  I 
was  met  by  Capt.  A.  C.  Sharp,  adjutant-general  of  the  division,  who  directed  that 
double  time  was  unnecessary,  as  the  front  was  blocked.    The  heat  was  intense.    The 
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company  soon  reached  the  rest  of  the  regiment  and  exeonted  "  on  right  into  line," 
wading  partly  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 

Very  little  later  my  company  was  called  by  letter  and  by  my  name  by  the  regi- 
mental commander,  and  I  led  the  company  by  file,  first  to  the  right,  then  to  the  left, 
and  finally,  at  the  heels  of  the  regimental  commander,  the  division  commander,  and 
Captain  Hearn,  through  a  hedge  and  wire  fence  into  a  grassy  meadow.  Mr.  Clark, 
leader  of  tbe  regimental  band,  joined  me  here.  We  had  passed  crowds  of  men  in  the 
wooded  trail,  and  many  were  behind  the  hedges  we  had  just  left.  I  noticed  a  few 
bullets  cutting  the  grass  from  our  right  rear.  Bullets  from  the  enemy  were  coming 
all  the  time,  but  from  over  the  hills.  No  enemy  was  in  sight.  We  saw  men  (our 
own)  on  the  blockhouse  hill.  The  general  left  us  with  orders  to  wait  further  instruc- 
tions. My  second  lieutenant  (F.  H.  La^wton)  was  at  the  rear  of  the  column,  to  see 
that  all  the  men  came  on  safely  or  were  cared  for  if  hurt.  He  reported  all  present 
at  this  time.  AH  followed  with  great  promptness  and  eagerness.  Not  one  man 
lagged.  All  were  now  in  the  open,  and  some  asked  to  charge  the  hill,  but  1  had 
recognized  our  own  men  tliere.  1  held  the  men,  though  it  was  but  a  few  minutes, 
when  came  the  cry,  "  This  way ;  here  they  are ! "  and  my  first  sergeant  and  myself 
led  at  a  run  directly  to  the  river  at  our  left  (to  the  west).  The  sergeant  and  myself, 
followed  by  Private  Kerigan,  Sergeant  Pearson,  and  the  rest  of  the  company,  plunged 
5  or  6  feet  down  a  bank  waist  deep  into  the  stream  and  were  soon  on  the  partly  pro- 
tected shelf  beyond,  surrounded  by  wounded  and  their  escorts.  The  whole  regiment 
was  very  soon  assembled  at  the  same  place.  We  were  then  led,  more  or  less  under 
cover,  near  to  the  edge  of  the  large  meadow  overlooked  by  the  two  blockhouses. 
The  regiment  was  re-rormed,  getting  the  companies  into  their  proper  places  again. 

The  plain  was  then  crossed,  my  company  climbing  to  the  trench  on  the  south  hill, 
when  I  saw  that  part  of  the  regiment  had  cut  to  the  left.  I  led  to  join  until  ordered 
by  the  regimental  commander  to  support  his  left  flank  in  a  forward  movement  he 
was  making  toward  the  second  line  of  intrenchments.  Soon,  however,  a  general 
movement  was  made  to  the  left.  All  this  time  we  were  under  fire,  mostly  dropping 
from  over  the  hills.  Finally  the  company,  with  companies  B  and  H,  was  halted  by 
the  battalion  commander  in  the  ravine  just  below  our  final  intrenched  positions  on 
the  crest  near  the  enemy's  works.  The  fire  of  shot  and  shell  was  continuous  all  the 
rest  of  the  day  till  dark,  though  mostly  high.  In  the  evening  the  company  was 
taken  up  the  crest,  where  room  had  been  made  for  it  an<l  the  others,  and  we  dug 
trenches  with  bayonets  until  about  3.30  a.  m.  July  2.  The  men  and  officers  had  no 
coats,  blankets,  nor  rations.  The  water  was  exhausted,  and  none  to  be  had  except 
a  mile  or  two  to  the  rear  in  the  last  river  we  had  waded.  All  were  soaked  with 
muddy  water  to  the  middle  of  the  thighs  and  some  almost  all  over.  Lieutenant 
Lawton  was  sent  with  a  detail  to  get  rations  from  our  haversacks  where  they  had 
been  thrown  in  the  wooded  lane.  A  detail  also  was  sent  for  water  with  canteens. 
The  night  was  passed  in  darkness  except  for  the  moonlight.  All  were  given  severe 
chills  by  th'>  cold  of  the  morning. 

Firlno;  opened  by  the  enemy  very  severely  at  5  a.  m.  July  2.  By  constant  care  I 
kept  my  men  from  tiring,  except  a  little  sharpshooting,  as  our  position  gave  us  a  poor 
view  of  the  enemy's  works  on  account  of  trees.  Our  trench  was  in  the  head  of  the 
ravine,  and  the  enemy  evidently  was  firing  over  this  low  cut  of  the  heights  to  catch 
our  troops  while  debouching  from  the  "bloody  lane." 

There  was  also  continual  firing  over  us,  though  high,  from  our  right  rear  over  our 
regimental  headquarters,  and  the  companies  on  tbe  right  facing  the  trench  325 
yards  from  them. 

Having  experimented  with  the  sounds  of  the  new  bullets  as  to  their  sounds  in  the 
air,  I  knew  that  most  of  the  enemy's  fire  was  too  high,  yet  I  constantly  made  the 
men  keep  shelter.  However,  it  was  necessary  for  men  to  go  for  water,  for  details  of 
various  kinds,  to  escort  wounded,  and  always  when  they  crossed  from  the  trenches 
they  brought  an  extra  fusilade  from  the  enemy. 

The  heat  in  the  unshaded  trenches  was  like  the  torments  of  fever.  The  fire  was 
unceasing,  and  Private  B.  F.  Bowling,  having  been  ill,  though  without  complaint, 
lay  down  under  a  tree  in  the  afternoon  near  the  trench,  and  was  shot  in  the  head 
and  instantly  killed. 

Private  Thomas  McDonald,  while  going  down  the  ravine  for  water,  was  wounded 
in  the  ankle  and  carried  in  the  hospital  (and probably  later  to  the  United  States). 

In  the  afternoon  a  heavy  rain  and  thunder  storm  occurred,  during  which  the  fire  of 
shot  and  shell  seemed  to  increase  in  intensity.     Firing  ceased  about  6.45  p.  m. 

After  dark,  while  the  pickets  were  out,  I  heard  a  challenge  in  front  of  the  Second 
Infantry,  right  near  our  left,  "Halt!  Who  is  there?  Fire!"  A  shot  was  fired. 
Our  pickets  (Company  B)  ran  in,  all  but  3  men  it  was  reported.  Soon  the  firing 
became  general.  My  company  was  at  post  almost  instantly.  Some  of  the  men  fired 
about  30  shots.  I  noticed  the  fire  while  watching  for  a  rush  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
flashes  almost  without  exception  were  level  to  the  front.  The  fire  was  terrific. 
The  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy  was  also  terrible  and  well  directed,  though 
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mainly  high,  as  always.  To  save  reserve  ammunition  and  to  gain  possible  knowl- 
edge of  the  enemy's  movements  I  ordered,  "  Cease  firing."  The  order  was  quickly 
obeyed  by  the  company.  A  number  of  shells  burst  very  near  in  front  of  and  above 
the  company.  Thisnight  attack  was  said  to  be  disastrous  to  the  enemy,  both  soldiers 
and  citizens. 

On  the  3d  the  firing  began  at  about  5  a.  m.  There  was  light  firing  until  about 
noon.  On  this  day  appeared  the  first  flag  of  truce.  It  rained  on  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and 
5th,  and  nearly  everyday  we  were  in  the  trenches. 

The  company  did  picket  duty  on  the  night  of  the  5th.  Though  there  were  several 
alarms,  which  were  investigated,  the  camp  was  not  disturbed  on  this  night.  It  was 
similar  in  the  company's  picket  duty  on  the  night  of  the  13th. 

On  the  10th  there  was  firing  from  4.30  to  7  p.  m.  Private  Gelbert  was  slightly 
wounded  on  the  scalp. 

On  the  11th  there  was  firing  from  6  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m. 

In  the  firing  of  the  10th  and  11th  the  company  was  in  the  trenches  on  the  hill  to  the 
right  of  its  first  position.     On  the  6th  and  14th  it  was  in  reserve  in  the  ravine. 

Private  W.  B.  Williams  was  detailed  July  4  for  duty  with  the  pioneer  corps,  and 
next  day  was  sent  to  hospital  with  fever.  He  has  probably  been  sent  to  the  United 
States. 

Private  Hogan,  after  going  through  the  battle  in  Company  B,  Twenty-first  Infan- 
try, -was  discharged  on  the  5th  and  enlisted  in  the  company  on  the  6th,  and  has 
continued  on  duty  since. 

Sergt.  Charles  R.  Burr  reenlisted  on  the  field  of  battle  on  the  14th. 

The  late  Private  Bowling  had  been  discharged  from  Company  H,  Twenty-first 
Infantry,  on  June  26,  and  reenlisted  in  my  company  on  the  27th. 

Sergt.  Charles  F.  Pearson  did  good,  courageous  work  as  a  sharpshooter ;  also  on 
picket  duty. 

First  Sergt.  P.  Rosat  has  already  been  reported  for  special  mention  for  bravery 
and  coolness. 

Private  HaferMauz  was  notable  in  going  at  risk  of  life  for  rations  and  water  under 
fire;  also  Private  Oscar  Moody,  who  is  in  his  twenty-second  year  of  service. 

In  prompt,  brave  response  to  duty  I  feel  that  every  man  did  his  best  and  did 
well.  I  desire  particularly  to  mention  Lieut.  F.  H.  Lawton  for  constant,  brave 
efi^ort  to  do  even  more  than  his  share  of  the  dreadful  trials  and  sufferings  of  the  long 
strain,  although  it  was  his  first  trial  under  tire. 

Lieut.  A.  L.  Parmerter,  my  first  lieutenant,  was  on  detached  service,  in  command  of 
Company  H,  in  the  same  action,  and  did  not  fall  under  my  particular  notice. 

The  sufferings  of  the  men  from  the  heat  by  day  and  cold  by  night,  in  wet  clothing, 
without  bedding,  almost  daily  soaked  by  rain  and  sticky  mud,  from  cramped  posi- 
tions in  the  trenches  without  exercise,  from  sickness,  from  constant  strain,  can  not 
be  described,  yet  there  was  not  a  murmur  of  complaint.     They  were  ideal  soldiers. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  L.  Bailey, 
Captain,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Commanding  Company. 


In  Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Jnly  SO,  1898. 
Adjutant-Gkneeal  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sib:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  General  Orders, No.  72,  dated 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  June  21,  1898, 
and  further  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
on  July  1,  1898,  while  marching  along  the  road  in  the  direction  of  Santiago  we 
heard  firing  to  our  front;  wounded  men  were  carried  past  us,  and  at  a  point  near 
the  Aguadores  Ri%'er  orders  were  given  for  all  blanket  rolls  and  haversacks  to  be 
taken  off.  On  moving  again  to  the  front  and  approaching  the  Aguadores  River  the 
regiment  was  under  a  heavy  fire,  which  was  too  high  to  do  much,  if  any,  damage. 
On  crossing  the  river  the  regiment  executed  on  "right  into  line"  along  the  bank 
nearest  the  enemy.  After  remaining  a  very  few  moments  here  we  again  moved  out 
along  a  road  at  right  angles  to  the  river.  Here  we  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  and 
at  this  place  Lieutenant  Meade  was  wounded  in  the  rear  of  my  company.  General 
Kent  then  came  up  and  led  us  still  farther  to  the  front.  On  reaching  the  San  Juan 
River  the  companies  without  hesitation  plunged  in,  the  river  at  this  point  being 
3  or  4  feet  deep,  and  having  crossed,  did  not  again  halt  till  some  of  tbe  companies 
on  the  right  had  reached  the  San  Ju:in  hill.  The  colors  were  ordered  out  from  my 
company  and  joined  Colonel  (General)  MoKibbin,  who  was  on  top  of  the  hill. 
During  this  time  some  officer  on  the  hill  was  frantically  waving  bis  hat  to  the  left 
and  calling  out  to  us  to  move  to  the  left  to  protect  his  left  or  the  left  of  tbe  line 
then  on  the  hill.    My  company  happened  for  the  moment  to  be  at  the  head  of  the 
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column,  moving  in  this  direction.  We  continued  around  the  left  of  the  San  Juan 
hill,  and  proceeded  to  the  left  and  front  several  hundred  yards  beyond  the  San  Juan 
blockhouse,  in  the  direction  of  Santiago,  the  Tenth  Infantry  being  on  our  right. 
By  this  time  I  was  somewhat  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  command,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding up  a  hill  with  the  company  iu  extended  order,  which  formation  they  kept 
as  perfectly  as  though  at  drill,  while  the  bullets  and  shells  seemed  to  be  flying  in 
every  direction.  When  near  the  crest  of  the  hill,  there  being  no  troops  in. front  of 
me  except  the  Spaniards,  E  Company,  of  the  Twenty-first,  being  a  few  yards  to  my 
right,  with  no  United  States  troops  in  their  front.  Lieutenant  Murray,  the  regimental 
adjutant,  came  to  me  and  said  that  in  moving  in  the  direction  I  was  then  going  that 

1  would  be  exposed  to  a  flank  fire  from  the  enemy's  rifle  pits  and  a  battery,  caused 
me  to  give  the  command  to  change  direction  to  the  left.  After  having  made  this 
change  of  direction  I  closed  intervals,  and  on  the  very  crest  of  the  hill  halted  and 
began  firing  volleys  at  the  rifle  pits,  at  first  under  my  command,  and  later,  my  voice 
having  failed  me  on  account  of  a  severe  cold,  by  commands  given  a  few  times  by 
Lieutenant  Hearn  and  later  by  Lieutenant  Spurgin,  the  second  lieutenant  of  the 
company.  These  movements  of  the  company  and  the  execution  of  the  commands 
were  all  done  with  the  same  precision  as  though  the  company  had  been  on  the  drill 
grounds  at  Plattsburg  Barracks,  the  officers  keeping  their  places  in  rear  of  the  com- 
pany, standing  up  and  giving  every  encouragement  and  instruction  as  to  range  and 
the  result  of  each  volley,  while  immediately  in  rear  men  were  falling  dead  and 
wounded.  Later,  the  position  of  the  company  was  changed  to  a  point  where  the 
crest  of  the  hill  formed  a  right  angle,  the  company  being  around  the  point.  Here 
we  threw  up  individual  rifle  pits  under  fire,  and  during  the  night,  having  obtained 
picks  and  shovels,  strengthened  them,  and  in  the  morning  we  found  ourselves 
facing  the  enemy's  rifle  pits,  about  400  yards  away  in  one  direction  and  1,500  in 
another,  and  several  batteries  within  easy  rifle  range;  and  here,  the  nearest  point 
to  the  enemy,  the  flag  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry  was  planted.    The  days  of  July 

2  and  3  were  uneventful  save  for  the  killing  and  wounding  of  some  of  our  men. 
That  we  escaped  without  more  serious  loss  was  due,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  fact  that 
we  were  so  close  to  the  enemy  that  they  shot  over  us. 

On  July  11,  during  an  animated  artillery  duel,  a  3-inch  shell  penetrated  the  rifle 
pit  behind  which  G  Company  was  stationed,  passing  directly  over  a  man's  head  who 
was  lying  down  and  within  a  couple  of  feet  of  Lieutenant  Spurgin.  It  burst  on 
the  inside  of  the  trench,  the  combination  fuse  falling  almost  at  my  feet. 

During  all  these  days,  while  exposed  to  great  danger  and  being  deprived  of  every- 
thing which  tends  to  make  life  pleasant,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  company 
endured  their  life  in  the  trenches  without  a  murmur,  conscious  of  doing  their  duty 
as  soldiers  should. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  H.  Bonbstebl, 

Captain,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  O. 


In  Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  SI,  1898. 
Adjtjtant-Genkrai,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  72,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated 
June  21,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  company  which  I  command  (H,  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry)  is  part  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July  we  broke  camp  and  moved  toward  the  front, 
where  firing  had  been  going  on  from  early  morning.  In  the  original  arrangement 
of  the  troops  for  battle  the  Twenty-first  Infantry  constituted  a  part  of  the  reserve, 
but  early  in  the  day  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  the  reserve  into  the  fighting  line. 
My  company,  forming  part  of  the  regimental  line,  was  moved  down  the  road  and 
across  the  stream  leading  to  Fort  San  Juan.  We  took  up  a  battle  formation  under 
the  bank  of  the  stream,  near  the  open  field  in  front  of  San  Juan  hill;  this  was, 
probably,  between  1  and  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  We  then  moved  across  the  open 
space  and  up  the  hill  at  the  San  Juan  blockhouse,  which  had  already  been  taken  by 
United  States  troops.  We  then  moved  to  the  left  toward  another  line  of  hills,  from 
which  a  strong  fire  was  coming.  In  this  moveinent  we  crossed  a  swampy  valley  and 
moved  up  a  hill  in  front  taking  up  a  position  on  the  latter  to  the  left  of  the  Tenth 
Infantry.  This  position  we  held  during  the  balance  of  the  day,  exposed  to  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy.  During  the  night  of  the  1st  the  position  was  intrenched,  and 
was  held  from  that  time  until  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  intrenchments, 
after  the  surrender  of  Santiago. 

The  position  held  by  the  regiment  was  the  salient  portion,  nearest  the  enemy's 
intrenchments.  The  salient  held  by  us  was  about  a  right  angle.  The  Tenth  Infan- 
try was  on  our  immediate  right  and  the  Second  Infantry  on  our  left. 
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During  the  fight  of  the  1st  and  2d  of  July  I  had  1  officer  (Second  Lieut.  F.  K. 
Meade)  and  5  men  wounded  and  1  man  killed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  Pakmertbk, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  M. 


Hkadquarters  Battalion  Siege  Artillery, 

Before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  15,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  termination  of  the  truce  between  the 
two  armies  .1  iily  10,  1898,  this  battalion,  consisting  of  batteries  G  and  H,  Fourth 
Artillery,  was  in  action  with  the  enemy  before  Santiago  de  Cuba.    Fire  was  opened 
at  4  p.  m.  from  four  3  6-inch  mortars.    Nineteen  shrapnel  were  expended. 
There  were  no  casualties  in  the  battalion. 

Very  respectfully,  William  Ennis, 

Captain,  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding. 


In  the  Field,  before  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

July  17,  1898. 
Adjutant  Light  Artillery  Battalion. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  commanding  officer  Light  Artil- 
lery Battalion,  of  the  15th  instant,  to  submit  report  of  the  operations  of  my  battery, 
commencing  with  Tiimpa  and  ending  with  the  fall  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following : 

The  battery  arrived  at  Port  Tampa,  Fla. ,  May  1,  1898,  and  went  into  camp  near 
the  beach.  The  equipment,  consisting  of  4  guns,  4  caissons,  and  battery  wagon  and 
about  1,200  rounds  of  shell  and  shrapnel,  were  June  2  and  3  loaded  on  the  transport 
Iroquois.  On  Jnne  6  the  personnel,  consisting  of  3  officers,  80  men,  75  horses,  baggage 
and  camp  equipage,  were  loaded  on  the  transport  Berkshire. 

On  June  9  the  horses  were  put  ashore  and  again  put  on  board  June  13,  on  which 
date  the  "army  of  invasion"  sailed  for  Cuba.    Two  horses  died  at  sea. 

The  expedition  arrived  off  Santiago  June  20.  The  horses  were  disembarked  June 
23  at  Daiquiri,  the  guns  on  the  25th,  and  the  men  and  ammunition  on  the  26th. 
Six  hundred  and  seventy-two  rounds  were  put  in  the  chests  in  the  proportion  of  one 
common  shell  to  three  shrapnel,  and  thirty-two  canister  were  carried  in  boxes. 
Orders  to  proceed  toward  Santiago  were  given  and  the  battery  marched  out  of  Dai- 
quiri a' out  4  p.  m.  and  camped  near  Siboney  about  7  p.  m. 

The  march  was  resumed  the  following  morning  at  6  a.  m.  and  continued  to  a  point 
near  corps  headquarters  (Sevilla),  making  camp  about  3  p.  m.  on  the  27th.  The 
march  from  Daiquiri  to  this  latter  point  was  conducted  by  Lieutenant  Conklin,  I 
being  overcome  by  the  heat  and  exhaustion  at  Daiquiri  and  unable  to  travel.  I  re- 
joined the  battery  on  the  28th. 

On  the  30th  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Shafter  at  7  a.  m.,  and  a  little  later 
I  accompanied  him  to  El  Poso,  where,  on  a  ridge  near  by,  I  was  directed  to  prepare 
and  occupy  with  my  battery  on  the  following  day.  The  battery  was  brought  to  El 
Poso  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  arriving  about  4  p.  m. 

At  dawn  July  1  gun  pits  were  dug  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  fronting  a  blockhouse 
on  San  Juan  Hill.  The  guns  were  in  position  about  7  a.  m.  About  8  a.  m.  I  received 
orders  from  Colonel  McClenard,  adjutant-general  Fifth  Army  Corps,  to  open  fire 
on  the  blockhouse.  The  range,  about  2,600  yards,  was  quickly  found,  and  very  soon 
a  Spanish  field  battery  returned  our  fire.  They  promptly  got  our  range  and  their 
shrapnel  was  soon  bursting  near  the  battery.  The  duel  continued,  with  brief  pauses, 
until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  our  troops  were  seen  ascending  the  San  Juan  Hill  near  the 
blockhouse.  The  Spanish  battery  was  apparently  silenced  quite  early  in  the  engage- 
ment. The  balloon,  which  ascended  between  the  lines  and  close  to  our  line  of  tire 
on  the  blockhouse,  attracted  the  fire  of  the  Spanish  guns  and  prevented  me  from  re- 
turning it  until  the  balloon  descended. 

The  action  of  the  battery  throughout  the  engagement  was  directed  against  the 
enemy's  guns  near  the  blockhouse.  Later  in  the  engagement  the  enemy's  artillery 
opened  on  our  troops  from  a  position  on  the  ridge  on  our  right  of  San  Juan  block- 
honse,  and  my  fire  was  directed  on  these  guns  and  on  the  trenches  along  and  in  front 
of  this  ridge  until  firiL^  ceased,  about  2  p.  m.  The  battery  was  at  no  time  under 
small-arm  fire.    The  casualties  in  the  battery  for  the  day  were: 

Killed. — Artificer  Victor  Helm,  Private  Asa  B.  Underwood. 

Wounded. — First  Sergt.  George  C.  Kenry,  Sergt.  Charles  E.  Veite,  Sergt.  William 
E.  Cornford,  Corpl.  Herbert  D.  Keene,  Private  Samuel  Barr. 
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Three  horses  were  also  wounded.    About  160  projectiles  were  fired  during  the  fight. 

About  7  p.  m.  July  1  orders  were  received  from  Colonel  McClenard  to  move  ttom 
El  Poso  to  the  front  and  report  to  Major  Dillenback,  commanding  the  Artillery  Bat- 
talion. I  reported  to  him  about  10  p.  m.  near  General  Wheeler's  headquarters  (near 
San  Juan  Hill),  and  was  ordered  to  bivouac. 

About  1.30  a.  ra.  July  2  I  was  called  to  accompany  Major  Dillenback,  Captain 
Best,  First  Artillery,  and  Captain  Parkhurst,  Second  Artillery,  to  find  positions  for 
batteries  K,  First  Artillery,  and  A  and  F,  Second  Artillery.  The  batteries  were  put 
in  position  before  daylight  on  ridge  near  (to  the  right  of)  the  San  Juan  blockhouse. 
I  put  my  guns  in  the  trenches  dug  by  the  infantry  the  day  before.  About  dawn 
bullets  began  to  fly  about  the  battery  and  orders  were  given  for  the  batteries  to  open 
fire.  Nothing  whatever  could  be  seen  through  the  darkness,  mist,  and  smoke,  but 
in  accordance  with  orders  1  directed  my  fire  on  the  town.  After  firing  about  30 
rounds  orders  were  given  to  withdraw,  which  was  done  with  difficulty  under  heavy 
small-arms  fire  and  some  shots  from  field  guns.  Private  Jesse  F,  Gates,  A,  Second 
Artillery,  was  severely  wounded  in  this  affair. 

The  batteries  returned  to  El  Poso  and,  all  four  of  the  batteries  of  the  battalion 
being  now  together  again,  were  intrenched  along  the  ridge  occupied  by  my  battery 
in  the  action  of  July  1.  On  the  road  to  El  Poso  from  the  second  position  on  San 
Juan  Hill  we  were  subjected  to  guerrilla  fire  from  trees  along  the  road.  Lieutenant 
Conklin  narrowly  escaped  receiving  a  severe  wound,  a  shot  passing  close  to  his  knee 
and  through  his  saddlebag  and  wounding  his  horse  in  the  side. 

The  battery  remained  in  position  at  El  Poso  until  July  5,  when  it  was  conducted 
to  a  commanding  position  on  the  left  overlooking  the  trenches  occupied  by  General 
Bates's  division.  The  position  was  prepared  and  gun  pits  were  dug,  and  the  battery 
remained  here  with  nothing  of  interest  occurring  until  about  5  p.  m.  July  10,  when 
orders  were  given  by  Major  Dillenback,  commanding  light  artillery  battalion,  to 
look  for  and  fire  on  any  target  of  the  enemy  which  might  present  itself.  We  fired 
about  60  rounds  at  field  guns  in  three  different  points  in  our  front  and  which,  I 
believe,  our  own  guns  started  into  activity,  as  there  was  no  firing  until  Captain 
Best's  and  mine  began  to  fire.  The  firing  was  kept  up  as  long  as  we  could  see.  No 
shots  from  the  enemy's  artillery  reached  the  battery,  though  some  shrapnel  were 
seen  to  burst  near  our  infantry  trenches. 

Sergt.  James  C.  Skidmore  and  Private  Charles  Richter,  A,  Second  Artillery,  were 
slightly  wounded  by  small-arms  fire  in  this  affair. 

On  July  11  orders  were  given  to  fire  on  any  target  presenting  itself  by  Major 
Dillenback.  I  fired  about  20  rounds  during  the  morning  at  a  gun  located  in  what 
appeared  to  be  a  cemetery.  The  range  was  about  3,700  yards.  We  could  not 
observe  the  effect  of  our  fire,  but  the  gun  stopped  firing  after  a  few  shots,  being 
seemingly  overpowered  by  the  fire  from  Captain  Best's  and  my  battery.  All  firing 
ceased  about  12.30  p.  m.  on  announcement  of  renewal  of  truce,  which  had  been 
pending  on  and  off  since  July  3. 

In  all  the  operations  of  the  campaign  now  terminated  our  artillery,  while  appar- 
ently always  superior  to  the  enemy's  in  point  of  number  of  guns,  has  been  at  a  great 
disadvantage  in  the  matter  of  powder.  The  enemy's  artillery  used  for  the  most  part 
smokeless  powder.  We  still  cling  to  black  powder.  We  should  be  supplied  with 
smokeless  powder  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

I  desire  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  battery  throughout  the  campaign  has 
been  excellent,  every  man  responding  with  promptness  and  zeal  to  the  demands 
made  upon  him  and  enduring  exposure  and  privation  without  a  murmur  of  discon- 
tent or  complaint. 

I  desire  especially  to  commend  the  conduct  of  Corpl.  Herbert  D.  Keene,  who, 
although  wounded  in  two  places  in  the  action  of  July  1,  returned  to  the  battery  after 
his  wounds  were  dressed  and  continued  serving  his  gun  throughout  the  day. 

I  desire  also  to  record  uiy  appreciation  of  the  zeal  and  good  conduct  exhibited  by 
First  Lieut.  John  Conklin,  jr.,  and  ISecond  Lieut.  Otho  W.  B.  Farr,  Second  Artillery, 
throughout  the  campaign,  and  to  commend  especially  the  skillful  and  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  they  directed  the  fire  of  their  platoons  in  the  action  of  July  1. 

First  Lieut.  W.  W.  CJuinton,  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Private  Michael 
J.  Gresham,  Hospital  Corps,  have  been  on  duty  with  the  battery  throughout  the 
campaign,  and  have  'lischarged  their  duties  in  an  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  S.  Grimes, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Battery  A. 


Camp  Light  Aktilleky  Battallion, 

Near  Santiago,  July  IS,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

(Through  commanding  otSHcer  Artillery  Brigade.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  light  artillery 
battalion,  consisting  of  Batteries  E  and  K,  First  Artillery,  and  A  and  P,  Second 
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Arillery,  under  my  command,  from  its  departure  from  Tarapa,  Fla.,  the  afternoon 
of  June  13,  1898,  to  the  14th  of  July,  1898,  the  en*  of  the  campaign  which  resulted 
in  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  forces  at  Santiago,  Cuba. 

The  battalion  arrived  otf  the  town  of  Daiquiri,  Cuba,  June  23,  and  the  horses 
■were  unloaded  from  the  ships  by  swimming  them  ashore,  and  the  guns,  ammunition, 
and  material  by  means  of  lighters — a  tedious  and  delicate  means  of  disembarking, 
requiring  the  greatest  care  and  attention,  but  which  was  successfully  accomplished 
without  accident. 

Under  orders  of  the  commanding  general.  Light  Battery  K,  First  Artillery,  was 
disembarked  on  the  night  of  June  24,  and  proceeded  the  next  morning,  as  soon  as 
rations  and  forage  could  be  drawn  and  ammunition  packed  in  chests,  toward  the 
front.  The  guns  of  Light  Batteries  A  and  F,  Second  Artillery,  were  disembarked 
the  following  day,  and  on  the  26th,  as  soon  as  supplied  as  above  and  orders  received, 
the  batteries  moved  to  the  front  and  reported  to  General  Wheeler  for  instructions. 

On  June  28  Light  Battery  E,  First  Artillery,  came  up,  and  the  battalion  of  four 
batteries  was  complete. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  of  June  30  Capron's  battery  (E,  First  Artillery)  and  Grimes's 
battery  (A,  Second  Artillery)  were,  by  the  commanding  general,  detached,  the  for- 
mer to  report  to  General  Lawton,  on  the  right  of  our  line,  and  the  latter  to  General 
Wheeler,  on  the  left. 

On  the  morning  of  July  1  I  was  ordered  to  take  the  two  remaining  batteries  to 
the  front  and  assist  Grimes's  battery  that  was  engaged  at  El  Poso  in  shelling  the 
enemy's  works,  and  was  under  a  hot  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns.  The  enemy  used 
smokeless  powder  and  the  position  of  the  guns  was  hard  to  locate.  I  placed  Best's 
and  Parkhurst's  batteries  on  Grimes's  left,  and,  after  a  vigorous  shelling  of  the 
enemy's  works  on  the  ridge  by  all  three  batteries,  the  position  was  occupied  by  our 
infantry. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  of  July  1  Best's  battery  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  front 
and  placed  on  the  firing  line,  but  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  could  not 
be  located,  and  a  very  severe  fire  from  intrenched  infantry,  caused  it  to  withdraw  to 
a  hill  a  few  hundred  yards  in  rear,  where  I  joined  it  with  Parkhurst's  battery  at 
about  4  o'clock.  About  6  o'clock  I  received  information  that  Grimes's  and  Capron's 
batteries  had  been  ordered  up,  and  I  was  ordered  by  the  commanding  general  to 
shell  the  city  of  Santiago  with  the  four  batteries  at  daybreak. 

During  the  night,  in  company  with  the  three  battery  commanders  (Captain  Capron 
did  not  report  from  the  right  until  the  next  day),  I  thoroughly  examined  the  ground 
for  a  suitable  position  for  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  general  commanding,  and  the 
only  place  possible  at  our  extreme  front  was  the  position  occupied  by  Best's  battery 
in  the  afternoon.  The  rest  of  the  time  before  dawn  was  occupied  in  getting  into 
position  and  erecting  hasty  cover  for  our  men  and  guns,  which  was  far  from  com- 
plete and  did  not  afford  a  suitable  position. 

When  the  batteries  commenced  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  artillery  and 
infantry  from  intrenched  lines  and  sharpshooters  but  a  few  hundred  yards  away, 
and  the  men  were  unable,  owing  to  the  severe  fire,  to  properly  serve  the  guns.  The 
enemy  were  so  near  at  one  time  that  canister  was  used  upon  them.  That  there  were 
not  more  casualties  was  due  to  a  steep  slope  from  the  ridge  which  afforded  protec- 
tion to  the  drivers  and  also  to  the  cannoneers  when  not  serving  the  guns.  Ammu- 
nition was  obtained  by  the  men  crawling  to  the  limbers  on  their  hands,  knees  and  bel- 
lies, and  returning  to  the  guns  in  the  same  way.  Our  guns  were  on  our  extreme  front, 
and  in  some  cases  in  front  of  our  intrenched  infantry  line.  After  remaining  in  that 
position  about  an  hour,  firing  when  possible,  the  situation  as  stated  above  having 
been  communicated  to  General  Wheeler's  aid.  General  Wheeler  authorized  me  to 
withdraw  the  batteries  to  El  Poso,  where  Capron's  battery  reported  to  me  at  8.30 
a.  m  and  was  placed  on  the  line  with  the  other  batteries. 

On  the  3d  of  July  Capron's  battery  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Lawton,  on 
the  right  of  the  line,  and  on  the  7th  Parkhurst's  battery,  now  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Hinds  (Captain  Parkhurst  having  been  wounded  on  the  morning  of  the  2d 
instant),  was  also  directed  to  report  to  General  Lawton.  Both  batteries  since  that 
time  have  been  on  that  line,  and  not  under  my  immediate  personal  supervision,  as  I 
remained  on  the  left  with  the  other  two  batteries. 

On  July  3  and  4  the  remaining  batteries  were  withdrawn  from  El  Poso  and  placed 
on  prominent  ridges  on  the  left  nearer  the  city,  overlooking  the  enemy's  position 
an(l  within  easy  range  of  the  same. 

The  four  batteries  of  the  battalion  shelled  the  intrenchments  and  guns  of  the 
enemy  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  July,  and,  it  is  believed  by  those  engaged,  very  suc- 
cessfully. 

Orders  were  received  the  evening  of  the  13th  to  move  Grimes's  and  Best's  batteries 
to  the  extreme  front  on  our  left  and  intrench  them  there.  Intrenchments  were  pre- 
pared for  one  battery  early  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  and  Best's  battery  was  on 
the  march  to  occupy  them  when  oiders  met  us  directing  iis  to  go  into  camp  elsewhere. 

During  the  campaign  just  endeil  the  artillery  suffered  the  disadvantage  of  having 
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alarge  extent  of  territory  to  cover  with  a  totally  inadequate  number  of  guns,  there 
being  only  about  one  to  every  thousand  men,  whereas  our  drill  regulations  and  the 
best  military  writers  recommend  at  least  three  or  four  for  that  number  of  men, 
whereverthe  terrane  will  permit  of  their  use.  The  close  country  through  which  the 
troops  have  advanced,  and  bad  roads,  and  the  weakened  condition  of  the  horses, 
due  to  a  long  sea  voyage,  and  the  limited  number  of  guns  (16),  and  scarcity  of  posi- 
tions obtainable,  and  the  inability,  for  the  above  reasons,  to  maneuver  rapidly  on 
the  scene  of  operations,  rendered  it  impossible  to  give  support  to  the  other  arms  at 
all  parts  of  the  extended  line  that  encircled  Santiago.  Wherever  a  position  bearing 
on  the  enemy  where  artillery  could  be  maintained  was  found,  it  performed  excellent 
work,  and  is  believed  to  have  inflicted  serious  injury  upon  the  enemy.  Single  bat- 
teries from  time  to  time  have  been  detached,  and  their  work  while  so  detached  has 
not  come  under  my  personal  observation,  but  on  all  occasions  where  I  have  been 
present  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command,  under  fire  and  on  all  other  occasions, 
have  performed  their  whole  duty  bravely,  cheerfully,  and  well.  Had  positions  been 
obtainable  and  the  country  been  of  such  a  nature  that  the  battalion  could  maneuver 
rapidly,  the  guns  would  have  been  more  frequently  heard  and  support  would  have 
been  given  to  different  parts  of  the  line  not  attainable  during  the  recent  engage- 
ments. During  a  state  of  siege,  which  did  not  exist  on  July  1  and  2,  time  permits 
the  intrenchment  of  batteries,  and  positions  can  be  held  when  so  intrenched  at  the 
extreme  front,  even  on  the  firing  line,  but  time  and  much  labor  are  necessary  to  make 
this  possible. 

During  the  campaign  just  ended  the  casualties  in  the  battalion  I  commanded  were 
as  follows:  Killed — 1  sergeant,  1  artificer,  and  1  private;  wounded — 1  officer,  5  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  5  privates. 

I  would  respectfully  invite  attention  to  reports  of  battery  commanders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  W.  Dillbnback, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Artillery  Battalion. 


Light  Battbky  E,  First  Artilleky, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  7, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  pursuance  to  instructions ; 
The  battery  left  camp  near  Sevilla  about  2  p.  m.  June  30,  and  went  into  camp 
about  8  p.  111.,  about  2,500  yards  from  Caney.     The  battery  formed  for  action  at  day- 
break July  1,  and  opened  fire  under  personal  orders  of  the  major-general  in  conmiand 
about  6.15  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  continued  its  fire  against  specified  objectives  intermit- 
tently throughout  the  day  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  division  commander. 
The  results  against  visible  targets  were  satisfactory  and  the  action  of  the  projectiles 
appeared  uniform  and  effective.     The  projecting  charges  varied  somewhat,  as  is 
usual,  but  not  enough  to  seriously  affect  the  ballistic  results. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Allyn  Capron, 
Captain,  Mrst  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Battery  E. 


In  Camp,  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  IB,  1898. 

Respectfully  submit  the  following: 

June  IS. — Left  slip  at  Port  Tampa  on  board  steamer  Comal. 

June  SO. — Arrived  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  about  11.20  a.  m. 

June  SS. — Anchored  off  Daiquiri. 

June  SS.' — Began  unloading  horses. 

June  S4. — Finished  unloading  horses. 

June  25. — Men  of  battery  came  ashore  at  Daiquiri. 

June  Z6. — Material  of  battery  unloaded. 

June  27. — Left  Daiquiri  9.30  a.  m. ;  arrived  at  Siboney  2  p.  m. 

June  28. — Left  Siboney  6  a.m.;  arrived  at  camp  near  Sevilla  10  a.  m. 

June  SO. — Left  camp  near  Sevilla  3.30  p.  m.  and  took  position  near  El  Caney  8.30 
p.  m.  to  fire  on  El  Caney  the  following  day. 

July  1. — Fired  shell  and  shrapnel  into  El  Caney  (range,  2,400  yards)  6.15  a.  m.  to 
11.30  a.  m.  Recommenced  12.30  a.  m.,  continuing  until  2.10  p.  m.  Changed  position 
for  one  1,000  yards  from  El  Caney  and  fired  into  two  blockhouses.  Battery  marched 
toward  Santiago  and  about  dark  halted  on  road  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  about 
1  mile  from  Santiago. 

July  2. — Orders  received  to  move  about  2  a.  m.  July  2.  Reached  a  position  on  left 
of  line  8.30  a.  m.  with  the  other  three  batteries.     Gun  pits  dug  there  (El  Poso). 
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— j  3. — ^Left  for  position  on  the  right  of  the  line.  Went  into  camp  near  firing 
line  6.30  p.  m.  At  11.30  p.  m.  left  camp  and  camped  back  of  protecting  hill  with 
Fourth  Infantry. 

July  S. — Left  that  camp  at  9  a.  m.  Arrived  at  position  overlooking  Santiago  10 
a.  m.  Threw  up  intrencbments  to  include  9th  instant.  Range  from  1,200  to  2,500 
yards. 

July  10. — Began  firing  on  enemy's  lines  and  batteries  in  front  of  Santiago  at  4.30 
p.  m.,  continuing  until  dark. 

July  11. — Opened  fire  on  enemy's  lines  and  batteries  at  about  6  a.  m.,  continuing 
intermittently  until  1  p.  m. 

The  firing  has  been  active,  accurate,  and  destructive.  The  men  behaved  well  and 
did  all  that  was  expected  of  them. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Allyn  Capkon, 

Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Battery  E. 

Major  DiLLBNBACK,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 


Camp  Light  Battery  K,  First  Artillery, 
One  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  15, 1898. 
Maj.  John  W.  Dillbnback, 

Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Artillery  Battalion. 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  this  date,  I  respectfully  report  as 
follows  regarding  the  movements  of  this  battery : 

The  battery  embarked  from  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  on  the  transport  Comal  June  6; 
debarked  the  horses  the  8th  of  June,  reloading  them  on  the  13th.  The  Comal  reached 
Daiquiri,  Cuba,  June  23.  The  horses  were  swam  ashore  on  the  24th  and  25th.  Orders 
were  received  late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  to  debark  the  men  and  carriages  and 
proceed  to  the  front,  pushing  at  least  one  platoon  on  as  soon  as  possible.  By  about 
8  a.  m.  of  the  26th  the  right  platoon  was  started,  the  rest  of  the  battery  following 
about  10  a.  m.  The  entire  battery  encamped  at  Siboney  during  the  night  of  June  26. 
No  forage  was  procurable  at  Siboney  during  the  forenoon  of  the  27th  and  it  was 
understood  that  none  had  gone  to  the  front.  Lieutenant  Lassiter  rode  forward  to 
General  Wheeler's  headquarters  (about  6  miles  beyond  Siboney)  and  explained  the 
forage  condition.  General  Wheeler  sent  word  by  Mr.  Lassiter  that  the  battery  might 
come  up  by  easy  stages.  No  forage  having  reached  shore  by  3.30  p.  m.  (I  had  a 
party  on  ship  since  about  9  a.  m.  endeavoring  to  procure  it)  I  marched  back  about 
a  mile  and  encamped  in  a  cocoanut  grove  as  the  camp  ground  at  Siboney  I  considered 
to  be  unhealthy. 

March  was  resumed  the  next  day,  the  battery  reaching  Se'N'illa  (about  6  miles  north 
of  Siboney)  and  camping  there  till  July  1. 

On  July  1  about  2  p.  m.  the  battery  took  station  on  a  ridge  just  to  the  left  of 
Light  Battery  A,  Second  Artillery,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Canosa  and  trench  in 
front.  In  a  few  moments  our  troops  were  in  possession  of  those  points  and  firing  by 
the  battery  ceased.  In  a  short  time  the  battery  was  ordered  forward  and  took 
station  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  about  200  yards  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Canosa, 
and  while  there  was  in  the  front  line  of  the  battle,  our  infantry  that  lay  a  few  yards 
behind  the  crest  before  the  battery  reached  there,  retiring  about  50  yards  as  soon  as 
the  gnus  were  in  firing  position.  A  rifle  gun  (about  5-inch  caliber)  concealed  in 
trees  just  in  front  of  the  large  building  at  the  north  end  of  Santiago  (a  building 
showing  a  number  of  Red  Cross  flags)  opened  on  the  battery,  and  the  small- arms  tire 
of  the  enemy  became  exceedingly  vigorous  from  a  stretch  of  rifle  pits  about  800 
yards  from  our  crest.  Because  of  intervening  trees  only  a  stretch  of  about  30  or  40 
yards  of  these  trenches  could  be  seen.  Several  ranging  shots  were  fired  at  the  puffs 
of  emoke  given  oft'  by  the  enemy's  guns  mentioned,  but  because  of  trees  lying 
between  it  and  us  we  could  not  get  the  range,  as  the  bursts  of  our  ranging  shells 
could  not  be  seen.  Because  of  the  intensity  of  the  enemy's  musketry  fire,  to  work 
guns  where  ours  were  was  not  deemed  practicable  and  I  ordered  them  withdrawn. 
Sergeant  McCarthy  being  killed  near  the  right  flank  just  before  the  order  to  retire 
was  given.    The  battery  was  in  action  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 

The  battery  retired  to  a  crest  about  500  yards  in  rear  of  Fort  Canosa  hill.  About 
2  a.  m.  July  2  the  battery  again  took  station  on  the  crest  to  the  north  of  Fort 
Canosa,  Light  Battery  F,  Second  Artillery,  being  on  its  right  flank.  Light  Battery 
A,  Second  Artillery,  being  on  the  right  of  F.  The  battery  intrenched  somewhat. 
Our  infantry  was  in  trenches  about  25  yards  in  front  of  the  battery.  The  enemy 
opened  on  us  about  daylight  with  artillery  and  infantry.  After  being  in  action  for 
half  an  hour  or  less  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  retire  and  took  post  at  about  the 
first  position  of  July  1,  and  in  trenched. 
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On  July  3  the  battery  took  position  on  a  crest  about  1,200  yards  east  of  Port 
Canoaa ;  opened  fire  at  about  4.30  p.  m.  July  10,  ceasing  about  6  p.  m.  Opened  fire 
again  the  next  morning  and  continued  till  2  p.  in.  i  a  trace  had  been  declared  to 
commence  at  1  p.  m.,  but  this  was  not  known  by  me  till  2  p.  m.). 

On  the  14th  the  battery  broke  camp  to  take  position  south  of  the  city  on  the  crest 
occupied  by  General  Bate's  command.  While  en  route  to  that  poiut  the  surrender 
of  the  Spanish  forces  was  announced  and  the  battery  returned  to  the  camp  it  had 
just  left. 

Total  number  of  rounds  fired  from  July  1  to  July  15,  about  130. 
Very  respectfully, 

Clermont  L.  Best, 
Captain,  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Battery  E. 
I  would  add  that  since  landing  the  battery  has  been  without  wheeled  or  pack 
transportation  of  any  sort,  using  its  horses  for  getting  both  rations  and  forage. 
About  500  pounds  of  hay  have  been  drawn,  and  on  an  average  about  half  ration  of 
grain. 

Clermont  L.  Best, 

Captain,  First  Artillery. 


In  Camp  near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  16, 1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Light  Artillery  Brigade. 
(Through  Maj.  J.  W.  Dillenbaok,  Second  Artillery,  commanding  battalion.) 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions  given  me  by  the  commanding  gen- 
eral Light  Artillery  Brigade,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

I  left  Tampa,  Pla.,  on  the  steamer  Louisiana,  June  27,  1898,  under  orders  to  join 
Light  Battery  F,  Second  Artillery;  landed  at  Daiquiri  at  about  4.30  p.  m.  July  1. 
Left  there  at  about  5.30  p.  m.  with  Assistant  Surgeon  Kennedy,  Medical  Department, 
U.  S.  Army,  who  furnished  me  transportation  to  Siboney.  Arrived  at  that  place  at 
about  7.30  p.  m.  Tried  to  procure  transportation  to  the  front,  and  not  being  able  to 
do  so  I  started,  at  10.30  p.  m.,  with  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan,  to  march  to  the  front. 
Reached  General  Shafter's  headquarters  at  daylight  July  2,  just  before  firing  began 
at  the  front. 

About  one-half  mile  after  passing  El  Peso  I  met  Lieutenant  Aultmau,  Second 
Artillery,  who  reported  to  me  that  Captain  Parkhurst  had  just  been  wounded,  and 
that  he  had  been  directed  by  Major  Dillenbaok  to  take  an  order  to  Captain  Capron 
not  to  bring  his  battery  up  on  the  line ;  and  also  that  the  three  batteries  on  the  line 
were  ordered  withdrawn.  A  few  minutes  later  I  met  Major  Dillenbaok  and  reported 
to  him  as  being  in  command  of  Battery  P,  Second  Artillery.  He  informed  me  that 
the  battery  which  was  at  the  head  of  the  column  was  stalled  in  the  San  Juan  River, 
and  directed  me  to  get  it  out  and  bring  it  back  to  El  Poso,  which  was  done.  The 
battery  was  under  the  fire  of  sharpshooters  for  about  half  of  the  distance  to  El  Poso. 
I  took  command  of  the  battery  at  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.  July  2.  On  reaching  El  Poso 
I  was  ordered  to  go  into  position  on  the  hill  at  that  place  where  we  remained  until 
July  7.  Captain  Parkhurst  and  Privates  Wass  and  McCay  were  wounded  in  the 
action  on  the  morning  of  July  2. 

On  July  7  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Lawton,  who  assigned  me  a  position 
at  the  extreme  right  of  our  own  line,  to  the  left  of  the  railway  leading  into  vSantiago. 
During  the  night  of  the  7th,  and  during  the  8th  and  9th,  the  battery  was  thoroughly 
intrenched  in  this  position,  which  was  a  very  commanding  one,  overlooking  the 
Spanish  trenches  at  about  1,200  yards  and  their  forts  at  slightl.y  greater  ranges.  On 
the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  10th,  at  about  4.45,  we  opened  fire  at  the  "Three  Palm 
Battery."  For  a  short  while  the  atmosphere  was  very  quiet,  and  our  smoke  inter- 
fered greatly  with  aiming  and  observation  of  the  effects  of  our  fire ;  but  after  a  short 
while  the  wind  began  to  clear  the  smoke  away,  and  after  a  few  shots  we  silenced 
this  battery  (1  gun).  We  then  fired  at  the  infantry  trenches  in  our  front,  and  after- 
wards at  the  blockhouses  and  artillery  on  our  left  front,  extending  our  fire  finally 
across  to  the  blockhouses  beyond  Fort  Canosa.  Before  dark  all  the  enemy's  artillery 
fire  and  practically  all  his  infantry  fire  had  ceased.  Our  fire  ceased  at  7.15  p.  m. 
upon  orders  from  the  division  commander. 

At  sunrise  Monday,  the  11th,  we  opened  fire,  which  was  continued  slowly  until  1 
p.  m.,  when  orders  were  received  to  stop  firing.  We  did  considerable  damage,  appar- 
ently, by  bursting  shell  and  shrapnel  in  the  trenches  and  blockhouses.  There  was 
no  reply  to  our  fire  on  this  day  except  that  of  a  few  sharpshooters.  We  had  no  cas- 
ualties during  the  two  days'  action. 

I  desire  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  skill  and  coolness  with  which  Lieut.  D.  E. 
Aultman  directed  the  fire  of  his  platoon  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  while  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry.     1  wish  also  to  commend  First  Ser- 
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geant  Hidlund,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  left  platoon,  and  whose  services  were  most 
satisfactory  indeed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Erkest  Hinds, 
First  Lieutenant,  Seoond  Artillery,  Commanding  Light  Battery  F,  Hecond  Artillery. 


In  Camp  near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  16,  1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Light  Artillery  Brigade. 

(Through  commanding  officer.  Light  Artillery  Battalion,  Fifth  Corps.) 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  movements  and  engage- 
ments of  Light  Battery  F,  Second  Artillery,  from  its  departure  from  Port  Tampa, 
Fla.,  until  I  turned  over  the  command  to  First  Lieut.  Ernest  Hinds,  Second  Artillery, 
on  the  morning  of  July  2,  1898. 

We  left  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  on  the  transport  Berkshire  at  3  p.m.,  June  13,  1898, 
under  command  of  Capt.  C.  D.  Parkhurst,  Seoond  Artillery ;  lay  at  Egmont  Key  till 
4  p.m.  on  the  following  day,  when  we  proceeded  on  the  voyage.  We  arrived  off 
Santiago  de  Cuba  on  Juue  20,  1898,  and  remained  in  the  vicinity,  laying  in  by  day 
and  cruising  by  night,  and  started  to  unload  at  Daiquiri  on  June  24,  1898. 

One  liorse  died  during  the  voyage.  The  horses  were  landed  by  being  thrown  over- 
board toward  ashore,  and  landed  in  the  surf.  Two  horses  were  drowned  in  landing, 
the  rest  landed  safely,  and  picketed  near  the  shore  under  guard  of  a  commissioned 
ofBcer  and  one  platoon  of  the  battery.  On  the  night  of  the  25th  the  battery  fur- 
nished two  outposts,  one  between  the  cliffs  and  the  seashore,  and  the  other  on  the 
mad  to  Siboney. 

On  June  26,  1898,  the  guns,  ammunition,  and  equipments  were  unloaded  from  the 
transport  Iroquois,  the  battery  was  hitched  in,  and  we  marched  to  Siboney  and 
camped  in  a  cocoanut  grove  for  the  night.  Early  the  next  morning  we  marched  on  to 
Sevilla,  where  we  camped  till  the  morning  of  July  1,  1898,  when  we  moved  out, 
leaving  behind  the  battery  wagon  and  forge.  We  took  position  on  the  left  of  Light 
Battery  A,  Second  Artillery,  C'apt.  G.  S.  Grimes  commanding,  on  the  hill  above 
El  Poso,  and  opened  fire  on  the  trenches  and  blockhouse  of  San  Juan.  Four  shots 
were  fired  by  the  battery  when  the  United  States  forces  were  observed  going  up  the 
hill  on  which  the  blockhouse  was  situated,  and  the  order  was  given  to  cease  firing. 

That  afternoon  at  about  3  p.m.  we  were  moved  up  to  a  hill  in  rear  of  San  Juan, 
where  we  dug  gun  pits  and  held  ourselves  in  readiness  to  support  our  forces  if  com- 
pelled to  withdraw.  While  on  this  hill  we  were  subjected  to  an  unaimed  infantry 
fire,  but  no  casualties  occurred . 

We  remained  there  until  about  3  a.m.,  July  2,  1898,  when  we  were  ordered  to  go 
forward  to  the  crest  to  the  right  of  San  Juan  blockhouse.  We  arrived  there  at  about 
4  a.m.  and  started  to  intrench,  but  were  able  to  dig  but  a  shallow  pit  before  day- 
break, when  at  about  5  a.m.  we  opened  fire  on  the  city  of  Santiago.  Our  smoke 
hung  in  the  air,  obscuring  our  view  absolutely,  and  we  were  instantly  subjected  to 
a  strong  infantry  fire  from  the  Spanish  trenches.  Capt.  C.  D.  Parkhurst,  Second 
Artillery,  the  battery  commander,  was  wounded  early  in  the  fire,  and  Private  Wass 
soon  after.  We  kept  up  a  fire,  frequently  using  canister  and  shrapnel  cut  at  zero 
against  the  locality  from  which  the  infantry  fire  seemed  to  come,  and  occasionally 
throwing  a  shell  in  the  direction  of  the  city.  We  were  under  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery  also,  one  gun  being  struck  without  serious  damage,  and  one  horse  being 
killed  by  it.  Our  fire  was  unaimed  and  the  results  could  neither  be  observed  nor 
ascertained,  as  our  view  was  absolutely  obscured  by  our  own  smoke.  After  some- 
thing less  than  an  hour  we  were  ordered  by  Maj.  J.  W.  Dillenback,  Second  Artillery, 
commanding  Light  Artillery  Battalion  to  cease  firing  and  bring  the  guns  down  by 
hand  from  the  crest,  limber  np,  and  move  to  the  rear.  This  was  done  under  my 
command,  and  the  battery  moved  back  on  the  road  toward  El  Poso.  I  was  leading 
the  battery  when  we  were  stalled  in  the  ford  of  the  San  Juan  River.  While  waiting 
there  Private  McCoy  was  wounded,  it  was  reported,  by  a  sharpshooter  in  a  tree.  Soon 
after  I  was  detached,  by  Major  Dillenback's  order,  to  stop  Captain  Capron's  battery, 
coming  up  with  General  Lawton's  division.  On  the  way  I  met  First  Lieut.  Ernest 
Hinds,  Second  Artillery,  on  foot,  coming  up  to  join  the  battery.  Captain  Capron 
was  far  in  the  rear,  it  was  reported,  and  as  there  was  no  commissioned  officer 
present  with  my  battery  I  returned  with  Lieutenant  Hinds  to  where  it  was  and 
turned  over  the  command  to  him  at  about  8  a.m.  July  2,  1898. 

I  desire  to  report  by  name  Sergt.  John  O'Brien  and  Corpl.  William  Underwood 
for  their  coolness  and  courage  in  serving  their  guns  under  tire,  and  Lance  Corpl. 
William  R.  Logan,  who,  though  seriously  ill,  persisted  in  staying  by  his  gun  till 
compelled  by  weakness  and  nausea  to  withdraw. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DwiGHT  E.  Aultman, 
Second  lAeutenant,  Second  Artillery. 
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Light  Battery  E,  First  Artillery,  Capt.  Allyn  Capron. 

Opened  fire  July  1  with  shell  and  shrapnel  at  6.15  on  Canejr;  range,  2,400  yards; 
continued  until  11.30  a.  m. ;  recommenced  12.20  p.  m.  and  continued  until  2.10  p.  m. 
Moved  to  within  1,000  yards  of  Caney  and  opened  fire  on  two  blockhouses.  About 
dark  marched  and  took  position  about  8.30  a.  m.,  July  2,  with  other  three  batteries 
near  El  Peso  and  dug  gun  pits. 

July  3  took  position  on  right  of  line  and  went  into  camp  near  firing  line  6.30 
p.  m.    At  11.30  p.  m.  retired  behind  hill  near  Fourth  Infantry. 

July  5  to  9  in  intrenohments  overlooking  Santiago;  range,  1,200  to  2,500  yards. 

July  10  opened  fire  at  4.30  p.  m. ;  continued  until  dark. 

July  11  commenced  fire  at  6  a.  m.,  continuing  until  1  p.  m. 

Firing  reported  active. 

Light  Battery  F,  Second  Artillery. 

July  1  took  position  during  afternoon  on  left  of  Grimes ;  firea  4  shots  on  block- 
house. Movement  of  our  troops  up  San  Juan  Hill  caused  this  to  stop.  About  3  p.  m. 
moved  up  near  San  Juan  Hill,  dug  trenches,  and  remained  in  readiness  to  support 
troops  if  they  were  driven  back. 

About  4  a.  m.,  July  2,  took  position  on  crest  to  right  of  San  Juan  blockhouse, 
where  battery  was  subjected  to  infantry  fire  at  5  a.  m.  Returned  with  canister  and 
shrapnel  cut  at  zero.  Captain  Parkhurst  and  one  private  wounded.  Major  Dillen- 
back  withdrew  battery  about  6  a.  m.,  the  smoke  and  situation  rendering  efficiency 
impossible.  Dwight  E.  Aultman,  second  lieutenant.  Second  Artillery,  turned  over 
battery  to  Hines  at  San  .Juan  River,  en  route  to  El  Peso. 

July  7  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Lawton,  who  assigned  position  near  right 
of  line  to  left  of  San  Luis  Railroad,  commanding  position  1,200  yards  from  enemy's 
trenches  and  slightly  greater  ranges  from  battery. 

July  10,  4.45  p.  m.,  opened  on  Three  Palm  Battery  and  silenced  it.  Continued  fire 
until  7.15  p.  m. 

■    On  11th,  at  sunrise,  commenced  fire  at  trenches  and  blockhouses  until  1  p.  m.    No 
rep  ly  except  that  of  a  few  sharpshooters. 

Ernbst  Hinds, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Artillery. 

Light  Battery  K,  First  Artillery,  Clermont  L.  Best. 

At  2  p.  m.,  July  1,  took  position  at  El  Poso,  just  to  left  of  Grimes,  and  opened  fire 
on  Fort  Canosa,  but  our  troops  soon  gaining  that  point,  ceased  firing.  Shortly  after 
was  ordered  forward  and  took  position  on  cres'  about  200  yards  north  of  Fort 
Canosa  with  firing  line,  subject  to  infantry  fire  and  i5-inch  gun.  Remained  tenor 
fifteen  minutes  and,  the  position  and  rimge  being  unsuitable,  withdrew — one  ser- 
geant killed.  Morning  of  2d  again  took  position  on  crest,  but  after  half  an  hour's 
action  was  withdrawn  with  A  and  F  to  El  Poso.  July  3  took  position  on  hill  about 
1,200  yards  east  of  Fort  Canosa.  At  4.30  p.  m.  on  lOtli  opened  fire,  ceasing  at  6  p.m., 
and  next  morning  until  2  p.  m.,  not  previously  having  learned  of  the  truce,  which 
commenced  at  1  p.  m.    Total  rounds  fired  July  1  to  15, 130. 

July  1. — Captain  Grimes's  Light  Battery  A,  Second  Artillery,  arrived  at  El  Poso 
4  p.  m.,  June  30. 

At  dawn  July  1  gun  pits  were  dug.  Guns  in  position  about  7  a.  m.  About  8 
a.  m.  received  orders  from  Colonel  MoClernand  to  open  fire  on  the  San  Juan  block- 
house ;  range,  2,610  yards.  Soon  fire  was  returned  by  Spanish  battery,  which  appar- 
ently knew  the  range  of  our  position,  jis  shrapnel  burst  at  once  near  the  battery. 
Duel  continued  with  brief  intervals  until  2  p.m..  when  our  troops  were  seen  ascend- 
ing San  Juan  Hill,  and  firing  had  to  be  stopped  for  fear  of  hitting  them.  Fire 
mainly  directed  on  San  Juan  blockhouse,  trenches,  and  artillery  near  by.  Loss,  2 
killed  and  5  wounded ;  160  projectiles  fired. 

About  7  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  near  San  Juan  blockhouse;  took  position  during 
night  in  infantry  trenches.  About  dawn,  July  2,  enemy  opened  with  small-arms 
tire.  Ordered  to  open  fire,  but  enemy  could  not  be  seen  through  the  darkness  and 
smoke;  but  in  accordance  with  orders  directed  my  fire  on  city.  In  half  an  hour  I 
was  ordered  to  withdraw.  One  private  (Gates)  wounded.  Then  returned  to  El 
Poso.    Guerrilla  fire  opened  from  San  .fuan  Hill  to  El  Poso. 

Remained  at  El  Poso  until  July  5,  when  it  (battery)  took  a  commanding  position 
on  the  extreme  left,  overlooking  the  trenches  occupied  by  General  Bates's  left. 

On  July  10,  at  5  p.  m.,  opened  fire  by  Major  Dillenback's  order  to  look  for  any  tar- 
get, and  fired  about  60  shots;  continued  firing  on  enemy's  field  artillery  until  dark. 
No  shots  from  the  enemy's  artillery  reached  us.  Two  men  wounded  slightly  by 
small-arms  fire  in  this  affair. 

On  morning  of  11th  fired  about  20  shots  at  a  gun  in  cemetery,  about  3,700  yards 
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range.    It  was  apparently  overcome  by  fire  from  Captain  Best's  battery  and  mine. 
Firing  ceased  about  12.30,  on  announcement  of  flag  of  truce. 

Ttie  advantage  to  tlie  enemy  in  using  smokeless  powder  was  very  apparent,  and 
we  should  adopt  it  with  least  possible  delay. 

Corporal  Keene,  although  wounded  twice  July  1,  returned  and  served  with  his 
gun  throughout  the  day.  Lieutenants  Conltliu  and  Farrar  are  especially  commended 
for  skillful  and  efficient  service.  The  conduct  of  the  battery  throughout  was 
excellent. 

Major  Dillenbaclc. 

All  batteries  up  near  Sevilla  on  June  28.  Grimes  and  Capron  were  ordered  for- 
ward on  afternoon  of  June  30.  Morning  of  July  1  I  was  ordered  up  with  two 
remaining  batteries  to  join  Grimes.  Enemy  used  smokeless  powder  and  the  posi- 
tion of  their  guns  was  hard  to  locate.  On  morning  of  2d  all  but  Capron's  battery 
were  on  the  firing  line,  but  for  lack  of  shelter  and  because  of  the  enemy's  artillery, 
and  more  especially  his  Infantry  fire  at  close  range  and  from  trenches,  the  position 
was  seen  to  be  untenable  and  was  abandoned.  The  only  reason  the  loss  was  not 
greater  was  due  to  a  steep  incline  to  the  rear,  sheltering  drivers.  Ammunition  had 
to  be  brought  by  men  crawling.  On  the  34th  arrangements  were  being  made  to 
move  Best  and  Grimes  to  position  on  Bates's  line,  and  only  stopped  because  of 
enemy's  surrender. 

Total  killed,  3 ;  wounded,  1  officer,  5  nonoombatants,  and  5  privates. 


New  London,  Conn.,  September  1^,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-Generai,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  service  of  my  bat- 
tery (P,  Second  Artillery)  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  covering  the  expe- 
dition to,  and  operations  about,  Santiago  de  Cuba: 

I.  The  horses,  men,  personal  baggage,  and  camp  equipment  of  the  battery  were 
loaded  upon  the  transport  Berkshire,  in  connection  with  Battery  A,  Second  Artillery, 
prior  to  June  13,  1898,  and  the  transport  hauled  out  into  the  stream;  but  the  ship 
came  into  the  slip  again  and  the  horses  were  unloaded  and  sent  up  to  camp,  await- 
ing the  final  departure  of  the  expedition. 

On  June  13  the  horses  were  reloaded,  and  the  transport  hauled  out  and  proceeded 
to  the  lower  bay  to  await  the  assembling  of  the  fleet. 

The  guns,  carriages,  caissons,  harness,  and  general  battery  equipment  had  all  been 
previously  loaded  and  stowed,  in  connection  with  Battery  A,  Second  Artillery,  upon 
the  lower  afterdeck  of  the  transport  Iroquois,  it  being  possible  to  load  and  stow 
without  dismounting  any  of  the  battery.  The  ammunition,  and  also  that  of  Battery 
A,  Second  Artillery,  was  all  stowed,  under  my  personal  supervision,  in  the  forward 
lower  hold  of  the  same  transport. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  impossible  to  have  loaded  the  complete  battery 
upon  any  one  transport;  but  owing  to  the  character  and  arrangements  of  these 
transports,  taken  as  they  were  where  they  could  be  found,  such  an  arrangement  was 
impossible.  On  the  Iroquois  there  was  room  available  forguns  and  carriages,  but  none 
for  the  horses.  On  the  Berkshire  horses  and  men  could  be  taken,  but  there  was  no 
room  for  guns,  etc.  Hence,  the  separation  of  the  men  and  horses  from  the  guns 
etc.,  appeared  unavoidable,  even  though  undesirable. 

On  June  14,  at  about  3  p.  m.,  the  fleet  had  got  into  position  and  proceeded  to  sea. 

The  trip  at  sea  was  without  particular  incident  of  interest.  Though  somewhat 
crowded,  and,  from  the  construction  and  nature  of  the  transport,  without  much 
accommodation  in  the  way  of  cooking,  the  men  got  along  very  comfortably.  They 
were  allowed  to  occupy  nearly  the  whole  ship  by  day  and  to  sleep  anywhere  at  night. 
The  saloon  staterooms  were  allotted  to  the  noncommissioned  officers.  There  was  no 
sickness,  and,  so  far  as  the  men  were  concerned,  nothing  better  could  have  been 
expected  under  the  circumstances. 

As  to  the  horses,  they  stood  the  confinement  and  heat  of  the  horse  deck  much 
lietter  than  had  been  anticipated.  It  was  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  horse 
deck,  being  of  iron,  necessitated  a  temporary  wooden  covering  upon  which  to  fasten 
the  stanchions  for  the  stalls  and  the  cleats  to  prevent  slipping.  This  wooden  cov- 
ering and  the  cleats  formed  a  regular  openwork  grill,  into  which  chaff  and  manure 
would  pack  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  the  contrary.  The  build  of  the  ship,  too,  was 
such  that  no  gangways  could  be  provided  in  rear  of  the  horses,  there  being  barely 
room  for  one  gangway  at  their  heads ;  hence  the  manure  was  difficult  to  be  got  at 
and  removed.  All  of  this  made  it  next  to  impossible  to  keep  the  horse  deck  as  clean 
as  it  should  have  been. 

As  there  were  but  two  small  scuppers — one  on  each  side — on  this  deck,  and  as  the 
deck  was  said  not  to  be  tight  and  the  hold  beneath  was  full  of  cargo,  no  cleaning  by 
flushing  out  with  hose  was  permissible. 

27  m  G 
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The  ventilation  was  defective,  but  through  the  fault  of  no  one,  being  the  best 
possible  from  the  construction  of  the  ship.  Fresh  air  was  admitted  through  two 
large  wind  sails  in  the  forward  hatches,  and  also  through  the  deadlights  upon  each 
side  of  the  ship.  The  side  ports,  one  forward  and  one  aft  on  each  side  of  the  ship, 
were  so  constructed  that  they  could  not  be  opened  generally  with  safety ;  hence  there 
was  no  proper  exit  for  the  foul  and  heated  air,  or  any  chance  to  cause  a  strong  draft 
throughout  the  horse  deck. 

The  small  side  ports,  or  deadlights,  were  quite  numerous,  and  could  generally  be 
kept  open.  They  were  fitted  with  extemporized  hoods  of  tin,  made  by  the  battery 
blacksmith,  and,  with  these  hoods,  admitted  a  good  deal  of  fresh  air  while  the  ship 
was  under  way. 

By  shifting  the  horses  about  continuously  in  a  regular  order,  so  as  to  bring  them 
all  in  turn  into  the  cooler  and  fresber  part  of  the  deck,  they  were  kept  in  fair  condi- 
tion, with  but  one  or  two  exceptions.  One  horse  became  sick  and  exhausted,  and 
died ;  another  was  about  gone  when  we  were  ready  to  unload,  and  died  before  reach- 
ing the  shore,  and  another  was  overheated,  and  drowned  from  spasms  while  swim- 
ming ashore.     With  these  exceptions,  the  horses  were  landed  in  very  fair  condition. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  no  criticism  or  fault-finding  is  intended  by  the  above 
report  as  to  the  horse  deck.  It  is  well  known  and  understood  that  transports  had  to 
be  taken  as  they  could  be  found  and  the  best  possible  use  be  made  of  them.  It  is 
not  to.be  supposed  that  a  vessel  built  for  a  horse  transport  would  have  the  many 
faults  of  the  Berkshire,  but  horse  transports  were  not  to  be  had,  and  it  is  fully  con- 
ceded that  the  best  possible  arrangements  were  made  to  convert  the  Berkshire  into  a 
transport  upon  which  horses  could  be  sent  with  but  small  risk  of  disaster. 

The  same  is  to  be  said  as  to  the  limited  arrangements  for  cooking  and  messing  for 
the  men.  The  Berkshire,  from  her  build  and  previous  trade  in  the  merchant  service, 
had  simply  a  forward  galley  of  size  commensurate  for  her  limited  crew,  and  aft  a 
small  pantry  for  a  limited  number  of  passengers;  hence  nothing  better  could  have 
been  provided. 

As  the  men  had  travel  rations,  the  main  thing  was  to  provide  coffee.  This  was 
arranged  for  by  the  provision  of  some  large  barrels  with  a  steam  coil  within,  in 
which  barrels  the  coffee  could  be  made  by  steam  heat.  By  amicable  arrangements 
with  the  ship's  cook  and  captain  I  obtained  the  use  of  the  cook  s  galley  when  not  in 
use  for  the  crew,  and  by  cooking  at  night  was  thus  enabled  to  give  the  men  extra 
food  above  the  travel  ration  from  stores  brought  along  for  the  purpose. 

Taken  all  in  all,  the  trip  by  sea  was  by  no  means  a  great  hardship ;  the  men  were 
cheerful  and  contented ;  there  was  no  sickness,  and  nothing  happened  to  in  any  way 
mar  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

II.  After  arriving  at  the  coast  of  Cuba  the  artillery  was  not  landed  for  a  day  or 
two  after  the  infantry  had  about  all  landed.  Finally  the  order  was  received,  and 
the  Berkshire  moved  in  and  anchored  within  about  400  to  500  yards  of  tlie  beach. 

Contrary  to  the  teachings  of  the  books,  the  horses  would  not  swim  ashore  unaided. 
At  first  they  were  sent  overboard  loosely,  expecting  that  they  would  swim  ashore; 
but  this  was  at  once  found  to  be  an  impracticable  method,  for  they  would  swim  back 
to  the  ship,  or  to  sea — anywhere  but  ashore. 

Consequently  the  ship's  boats  had  to  be  used  to  tow  the  horses  ashore,  or  to  the 
edge  of  the  surf,  and  then  to  drive  them  ashore,  or  keep  them  from  swimming  to  sea. 
But  two  horses  could  be  taken  at  a  time,  and  this  made  many  trips;  especially  tire- 
some because  of  rough  water,  and  because  even  then,  when  turned  loose,  some  of 
the  horses  refused  to  go  ashore  and  had  to  be  caught  up  and  again  brought  back. 

The  ship's  crew  was  but  limited  in  number,  and  could  not  manage  the  boats  all 
day.  They  were  assisted  as  best  possible  by  detail  of  men  from  the  batteries.  But 
soldiers  are  not  necessarily  sailors,  or,  as  a  general  rule,  taught  a  sailor's  duty,  even 
in  rowing  a  boat;  hence  Ihe  men  available  for  boats'  crews  were  but  few  in  num- 
ber, greatly  handicapping  us  in  this  work.  We  did  the  best  we  could,  everyone 
working  faithfully  and  zealously  to  get  done  with  a  long,  tedious,  and  hard  job. 

As  it  was  my  fortune  to  be  one  of  the  last  to  unload  my  horses,  I  could  profit  from 
observation.  I  therefore  sent  a  trumpeter  and  a  heavy  detail  of  men  ashore,  some  of 
whom  were  fearless  swimmers.  By  this  means  I  got  my  horses  ashore  without  much 
trouble.  After  they  were  turned  loose  from  the  boats  the  trumpeter  would  sound 
some  familiar  call  and  the  men  would  rush  in  to  catch  up  some  horse  about  to  turn 
back,  frightened  by  the  surf.  The  trumpet  appeared  to  attract  their  attention  and 
give  them  confidence,  and,  a  bunch  of  horses  being  purposely  kept  in  sight  on  the 
beach,  the  most  of  them  would  come  through  the  surf  to  the  trumpet  to  join  those 
in  sight. 

Unfortunately,  as  I  began  unloading  late  in  the  afternoon,  darkness  prevented  its 
full  accomplishment  that  day,  and  it  had  to  be  finished  the  next  morning;  but  the 
last  horse  was  unloaded  and  all  in  camp  at  the  picket  line  before  8  a.  m. 

After  the  horses  were  all  on  shore  one-half  of  the  battery  was  sent  on  shore  under 
the  orders  received  to  care  for  them,  the  rest  being  held  on  board  to  be  available  for 
unloading  the  battery  whenever  this  became  possible. 
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On  June  25  a  boat  came  alongside  to  take  the  men  to  the  Iroquois  for  this  purpose. 
I  went  in  charge  of  my  men,  and  the  unloading  was  begun  at  once. 

Everything  had  to  be  hoisted  up  through  the  hatches  and  lowered  onto  the  barge 
alongside.  This  was  successfully  accomplished  by  my  battery  in  exactly  one  hour 
and  three-quarters.  On  this  barge  was  Battery  A,  Second  Artillery,  as  well  as 
my  own,  and  everything  belonging  to  the  battery  equipment,  except  the  ammuni- 
tion, was  uuloaded  on  June  25.  There  was  no  room  for  this  ammunition  after  the 
two  batteries  were  unloaded,  and,  furthermore,  a  tug  came  along  to  take  the  barge 
to  the  dock  just  as  the  loading  of  the  harness  was  completed,  and  would  not  have 
w  aited  for  any  further  loading ;  hence  the  ammunition  was  not  touched.  It  is  to  be 
remarked  that  all  of  this  unloading  by  my  battery  was  with  my  own  men,  assisted 
by  the  iirst  and  second  mates  of  the  ship,  and  wholly  unassisted  by  any  stevedores. 

By  daylight  on  June  26  a  detail  was  sent  to  the  Iroquois  to  break  ont  and  begin  load- 
ing the  ammunition  on  the  barge  to  send  ashore.  This  barge  had  been  sent  back  to 
the  Iroquois  some  time  during  the  night,  after  the  batteries  nad  been  unloaded  from 
it  to  the  shore.  It  was  long  after  dark  before  I  finished  unloading  my  battery  to 
the  shore,  as  I  was  prevented  from  working  except  when  the  track  was  clear  from 
its  then  use  in  unloading  small-arms  ammunition  from  small  boats.  The  ofBcer  in 
charge  of  this  work  permitted  me  to  unload  so  long  as  such  unloading  did  not  stop 
his  work ;  hence  there  were  times  when  I  had  to  wait  and  do  nothing,  waiting  for 
the  one  track  and  only  road  to  be  clear  to  permit  me  to  run  a  gun  or  a  caisson  on 
shore. 

This  is  only  mentioned  as  a  sample  of  the  difficulties  under  which  we  worked. 

On  June  26,  while  one  detail  was  at  work  unloading  ammunition  from  the  Iroquois, 
the  rest  of  the  men  on  the  Berkshire  were  hard  at  work  stowing  away  and  arrang- 
ing the  property  to  be  left  back  and  packing  up  their  own  kits  and  rations  pre- 
paratory to  going  ashore.  While  so  engaged,  a  steam  launch  came  alongside  and 
General  Shatter  in  person  ordered  everybody  and  everything  on  board  said  launch  to 
go  on  shore. 

It  is  not  the  place  here  to  mention  what  transpired  before  we  got  on  shore :  that 
can  be  made  the  subject  of  a  special  report  if  necessary.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  finally 
the  ammunition  came  on  shore,  and  everyone  went  zealously  to  work  to  load  up  the 
battery  with  ammunition,  draw  rations  and  forage,  and  get  in  shape  to  move  to  the 
front. 

The  battery  was  in  shape  and  pulled  out  by  3  p.  m.,  June  26,  and  marched  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  Siboney,  and  there  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  June  27  we  were  again  on  march  shortly  after  daylight,  passed  by  Siboney,  and 
thence  on  to  the  front,  camping  near  General  Wheeler's  headquarters  beyond  Sevilla. 
June  28, 29,  and  30  were  passed  in  this  camp. 

On  June  29,  in  the  evening,  orders  were  received  to  he  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice  in  the  morning.  At  daylight,  July  1,  we  were  therefore  harnessed  up  and 
ready  to  move.  At  about  7  a.  m.  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to  and  report  at 
General  Shafter's  headquarters  at  the  front.  This  order  was  complied  with,  and  my 
battery,  in  compauy  with  Battery  K,  First  Artillery  (Captain  Best's),  was  parked 
just  off  the  road  near  these  headquarters,  and  were  here  held  in  reserve  for  some 
hours,  the  exact  time  not  taken.  Finally,  about  noon,  orders  were  received  to  move 
to  the  front.     We  then  proceeded  to  and  took  position  upon  the  hill  near  El  Poso. 

Prom  this  position  we  could  see  San  Juan  Hill,  and  we  were  given  it  as  our  objec- 
tive. Captain  Best's  battery,  on  my  right,  followed  by  my  battery,  opened  upon  the 
entrenchments  and  so-called  blockhouse  upon  the  extremity  of  the  hiU,  all  clearly  to 
be  seen  from  our  position. 

At  this  time  our  own  line  of  infantry  was  clearly  to  be  seen  lying  down  near  the 
foot  of  San  Juan  Hill,  and  the  enemy's  fire  was  plainly  seen  with  field  glasses  com- 
ing from  the  entrenchments  and  blockhouse. 

My  first  shot  was  fired  with  a  range  of  2,450  yards,  and  was  plainly  seen  to  land  in 
the  enemy's  entrenchments;  following  this  with  another  shot,  at  2,475  yards,  the 
shell  again  landed  beyond  the  first,  but  in  the  entrenchments ;  the  next  shot,  at  2,500 
yards  range,  hit  the  blockhouse,  and  my  last  shot,  at  the  same  range,  also  hit  the 
blockhouse.  This  firing  was  slow  and  deliberate,  to  be  sure  of  the  right  range,  and 
every  shot  was  carefully  watched  to  see  it  land ;  hence  the  knowledge  as  to  just  what 
each  shot  did. 

In  the  meantime  Captain  Best's  battery  also  landed  four  shell  in  the  intrench- 
ments.  I  had  ohtainefl  the  range  at  which  he  intended  to  fire  and  purposely 
increased  it  so  as  to  shoot  and  hit  in  some  place  beyond.  These  eight  shots  were  all 
that  were  known  to  have  been  fired,  as  Captain  Grimes's  battery,  on  the  right  of 
Captain  Best's,  was  busy  in  refilling  ammunition  chests  at  the  time,  and  was  not 
firing. 

After  my  fourth  shot  I  received  the  order  to  cease  firing,  and  running  out  of  the 
smoke  again  to  get  a  clear  view,  I  saw  with  my  glasses,  and  also  with  the  unaided 
eye,  that  our  infantry  had  rushed  upon  and  captured  the  position,  and  were  swarm- 
ing abont  the  blockhouse.    As  I  had  stepped  back  into  the  smoke  to  reload  after  the 
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fourth  shot,  and  was  busy  reloading,  I  did  not  see  the  enemy  abandon  the  position, 
nor  our  infantry  when  they  made  the  charge  up  the  hill.  But  it  was  all  apparently 
done  in  but  the  few^oments  required  for  me  to  superintend  the  loading  for  the  sec- 
ond round,  the  signal  "cease  firing"  being  given  within  but  a  moment  or  two  after 
my  last  shot. 

Our  infantry  having  captured  the  extremity  of  the  hill  and  the  blockhouse,  there 
was  no  further  firing  possible  at  this  objective. 

Orders  were  at  first  received  to  prepare  for  camp  in  this  position  upon  El  Poso 
Hill,  and  they  were  made  aocordinsly.  The  guns  were  put  in  better  position,  the 
caissons  parked  under  the  protection  of  the  hill,  and  a  picket  line  was  being  pre- 
pared for  the  horses. 

Before  this  was  finished,  however,  orders  were  received  to  move  up  to  the  front 
and  take  position  with  Captain  Best's  battery,  which  had  been  previously  moved  to 
the  front,  and  liad  gone  into  action  from  the  top  of  San  Juan  Hill. 

The  battery  was  at  once  moved  to  the  front,  but  before  arriving  there  word  was 
received  to  take  another  road,  leading  us  finally  to  a  ridge  in  rear  of  San  Juan  Hill. 
Here  Captain  Best's  battery  was  found  upon  this  ridge,  and  my  battery  went  into 
position  upon  his  left. 

The  name  of  this  ridge  is  unknown  It  had  evidently  been  the  siene  of  an  engage- 
ment earlier  in  the  day,  as  dead  bodies  and  spent  shells  were  found  upon  it.  Upon 
its  crest  to  the  right  was  a  house,  and  near  my  position  were  two  large  iron  cauldruns 
with  a  pipe  line  leading  thereto.  Under  the  hill  was  another  house,  in  which  were 
some  of  our  killed  and  wounded,  and  behind  it  a  small  clearing  in  the  woods,  within 
which  our  horses  and  caissons  were  located. 

From  this  ridge  it  was  impossible  for  our  guns  to  be  of  any  service.  San  Juan  Hill 
was  higher  and  but  a  short  distance  in  our  front,  and  completely  hid  the  enemy. 
Consequently  nothing  could  be  done  from  this  position. 

The  battery  remained  in  this  position  until  shortly  after  midnight,  and  was  then 
moved  forward  to  the  crest  of  San  Juan  Hill  at  its  right-hand  end,  and  there  took 
position  in  company  with  Battery  A,  Second  Artillery,  on  my  right,  and  Battery  K, 
First  Artillery,  on  my  left.  Infantry  rifle  pits  had  been  dug  upon  the  crest  of  this 
ridge,  and  we  were  ordered  to  dig  gun  pits  and  be  ready  to  bombard  Santiago  by 
daylight. 

These  gun  pits  were  dug,  and  the  guns  were  in  position  according  to  orders  long 
before  daylight. 

As  daylight  opened  and  it  was  just  about  light  enough  to  distinguish  Santiago  in 
the  distance,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us  in  our  front,  and  the  batteries  replied 
with  a  fire  of  canister  as  long  as  it  lasted,  and  then  in  my  battery  with  shrapnel 
cut  to  zero.  It  was  perfectly  evident  that  the  enemy  had  advanced,  during  the  night 
or  early  dawn,  under  cover  of  the  undergrowth  and  jungle  that  covered  the  Santiago 
Bide  of  San  Juan  Hill,  and  from  this  cover  was  pouring  in  a  tornado  of  lead. 

Within  a  very  short  time  after  the  opening  of  this  fire  I  was  twice  wounded,  and 
after  the  second  wound,  which  broke  my  arm,  was  taken  to  a  dressing  station  under 
the  hill. 

After  having  my  arm  dressed,  and  being  unable  to  go  back  to  the  battery,  I  remained 
at  the  dressing  station  until  the  firing  was  over. 

From  my  position  I  could  and  did  watch  the  burst  of  shrapnel  from  the  enemy's 
gnus.  This  shrapnel  fire  was  all,  or  nearly  all,  too  high,  and  with  fuses  cut  too 
M)ng,  as  it  all  burst  beyond  the  crest  of  the  hill  where  the  batteries  were  placed. 
The  bursts  were  about  on  a  line  with  the  dressing  station ;  hence  the  fragments  all 
passed  beyond,  and  no  fragments  were  heard  to  strike  anywhere  near  us.  Their  only 
effect  was  to  make  the  road  from  the  rear  dangerous  to  those  advancing. 

After  the  firing  was  over  I  proceeded  to  the  rear  to  the  division  hospital,  had  my 
arm  dressed,  and  from  there  was  sent  to  Siboney.  At  Sibouey,  finding  the  hospital 
crowded,  I  was  sent  on  board  the  Iroquois  with  a  party  of  officers  and  men  able  to 
travel,  and  proceeded  to  Key  West,  and  fmm  Key  West  to  Port  Tampa,  and  thence 
home  upon  leave  of  absence.  Hence,  I  am  unable  to  give  anything  further  as  to  the 
operations  of  my  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  D.  Park  HURST, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Light  Battery  F. 


Fort  Porter.  N.  Y.,  Sepfember  4,  189S. 
Adjutant  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  the  battle  of  Santiago,  July  1  and  2, 
1898,  I  was  directed  by  the  regimental  commander,  Maj.  William  Auman,  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  to  make  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  company  which  I  commanded, 
up  till  1.30  p.  m.  July  1,  and  also  the  part  taken  by  the  battalion  of  which  I  was  in 
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command,  from  that  time  up  to  July  8,  In  the  military  operations  before  Santiago, 
Cuba. 

As  I  was  taken  sick  with  yellow  fever  soon  after  the  principal  engagement,  I 
requested  and  obtained  permission  to  delay  making  my  report  until  I  should  reoovur 
from  my  illness.  As  I  was  removed  to  the  yellow  fever  hospital  and  afterwards 
sent  back  to  the  United  States,  on  account  of  sickness,  I  did  not  submit  the  required 
report,  but  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  company.  Lieutenant  (Captain)  Sample,  was 
called  upon  for  a  report  covering  the  period  that  he  was  with  the  company.  This 
report  was  made  by  him,  and  the  statements  made  therein  are  entirely  concurred  in 
by  me,  but  I  desire  to  submit  this  report  in  addition,  in  order  to  refer  to  some  things 
not  mentioned  in  his  report. 

On  the  night  of  June  30  and  July  1  we  were  encamped  on  the  road  from  Siboney 
to  Santiago,  and  ab  rat  4  miles  from  the  enemy's  works.  When  the  column  of  march 
was  formed  after  breaking  camp  after  breakfast  on  the  morning  of  July  1  (about  7 
a.  m.),  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  regiment  was  in  the  lead  and  my  company  (G) 
was  the  fourth  or  last  company  of  that  battalion.  We  proceeded  with  frequent  halts 
and  delays  along  tbe  Santiago  road  toward  l<'ort  San  Juan — a  strong,  intrenched 
position  with  large  blockhouse — the  assault  on  which  the  regiment  was  destined  to 
take  a  prominent  part  in. 

The  delays  were  caused  by  a  generally  congested  condition  of  the  narrow  road 
which  was  blocked  by  troops  in  front  of  us,  by  wagons,  and  by  parties  conveying 
wounded  to  the  rear.  We  had  not  proceeded  far  until  heavy  volleys  and  continuous 
infantry  fire  mingled  with  the  booming  of  artillery  to  our  front  and  right  told  us 
plainly  that  the  battle  of  El  Caney  was  on.  During  one  of  our  halts  in  the  road  at  a 
point  something  over  2  miles  from  camp.  Captain  Grimes's  battery  op^ened  fire  on  the 
enemy  from  a  position  slightly  to  our  left  and  only  a  short  distance  in  our  rear  on  a 
slight  eminence,  so  that  their  projectiles  passed  immediately  over  our  heads.  This 
fact  alone  showed  that  the  position  we  were  in  was  directly  in  the  line  of  fire, 
hence  the  enemy  in  replying  to  tbe  tire  of  Grimes's  battery  could  not  very  well 
avoid  hitting  us  in  the  road  immediately  under  the  battery.  The  result  was  that 
shells  from  the  enemy's  guns  began  to  drop  close  to  us  with  unpleasant  rapidity; 
men  began  to  drop  from  wounds  inflicted  by  Mauser  bullets,  and  in  fact  it  became 
evident  that  the  artillery  was  at  this  time  doing  us  much  more  harm  than  good,  by 
attracting  fire  which  otherwise  we  would  probably  have  escaped,  for  the  time  being 
at  least.  At  this  point  I  noticed  that  Maj  or  Ellis,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  was  wounded 
by  a  fragment  of  one  of  the  bursting  shells.  Two  of  these  shells  exploded  within  30 
yards  of  my  company.  Farther  on  in  the  road  the  regiment  underwent  another 
experience  of  having  the  fire  of  the  enemy  unnecessarily  drawn  upon  it,  this  time 
the  balloon  being  the  offender.  It  hovered  along  the  road  not  over  150  feet  above 
us,  all  this  time  the  enemy  keeping  up  a  vigorous  fire  of  all  kinds  at  the  balloon, 
which  fire  eventually  brought  it  down.  The  last  we  saw  of  the  balloon  was  when 
it  was  being  fished  out  of  the  creek  by  some  members  of  the  Signal  Corps.  It  was  a 
relief  to  know  that  it  was  crushed  to  the  earth,  never  to  rise  again.  Soon  after  this 
the  march  to  the  front  was  resumed.  The  road  was  hemmed  in  on  both  sides  by  the 
most  dense  and  impenetrable  thickets  of  trees  and  undergrowth,  this  fact  rendering 
extended-order  formation  or  anything  in  the  nature  of  scouts  or  flankers  out  of  the 
question.  The  fire  from  an  unseen  enemy  grew  more  intense  as  we  moved  toward 
the  front,  and  blanket  rolls  and  other  impedimenta  were  discarded — left  in  piles 
under  guard  at  the  side  of  the  road. 

At  the  last  halt  made  by  the  regiment  before  reaching  the  crossing  of  the  San 
Juan  River  the  men  were  allowed  to  sit  down  in  the  shade  at  the  side  of  the  road,  as 
had  been  customary  all  along  the  march,  to  enable  the  men  to  get  as  much  respite 
as  possible  from  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun.  Each  company  usually  waited  till  the 
next  company  in  front  of  it  moved  on,  and  took  that  as  a  signal  to  move  itself.  At 
this  halt  there  was  a  slight  bend  in  the  road  a  few  yards  in  front  of  my  company. 
At  the  bend  of  this  road  a  number  of  the  pioneer  corps  had  placed  themselves,  and 
they  were  mistaken  by  us  for  the  rear  portion  of  the  third  company  of  the  battalion 
(mine  being  the  fourth),  I  waited  some  time  for  these  to  move  on,  and,  finally,  the 
delay  seeming  greater  than  usual  at  such  halts,  I  sent  an  officer  to  ascertain  what 
the  cause  of  the  delay  was.  He  hurried  back  and  informed  me  that  the  squad  of  men 
we  had  mistaken  for  the  third  company  was  a  body  of  about  20  pioneers,  of  which, 
owing  to  the  bend  of  the  road,  only  a  portion  was  visible  to  us.  I  saw  from  this 
that  the  other  companies  of  the  battalion  had  gone  forward.  I  did  not  know  how 
far  they  were  in  advance,  so  I  moved  my  company  along  the  road  at  double  time,  as 
fast  as  possible,  in  single  file,  toward  the  crossing  of  the  San  Juan  River.  This 
portion  of  the  road  was  occupied  by  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  which, 
unable  to  face  the  enemy's  terrific  fusilade  that  was  concentrated  upon  the  point, 
where  this  road  crosses  the  creek  in  front  of  the  Spanish  works  on  San  Juan  Hill, 
fell  back  in  disorder.  It  was  a  rout,  and  I  was  afterwards  informed  that  the  offi- 
cers of  that  regiment  had  to  let  the  men  lie  down  under  cover  along  the  road  in 
order  to  prevent  the  demoralization  from  becoming  complete.     Some  time  before  we 
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came  up  with  the  Seventy-first  I  met  the  adjutant-general  of  our  division,  whom  I 
knew  well,  and  he  said  the  national  guard  had  disgraced  themselves  and  had  taken 
to  their  heels  at  the  first  fire.  Three  officers  were  seen  huddled  together  under  the 
bushes,  and  their  only  concern  seemed  to  be  with  reference  to  their  personal  safety. 

The  division  adjutant-general  warned  me  that  our  regiment  was  to  pass  down  a 
narrow  road  to  the  left  toward  the  crossing,  saying  that  if  the  enemy  discovered 
when  we  arrived  at  the  crossing  we  would  be  slaughtered.  From  this  we  knew  very 
well  what  we  were  going  into.  His  prediction  was  entirely  borne  out  by  events 
that  followed  soon.  The  men  of  the  Seventy-first  were  lying  flat  on  the  ground, 
along  the  underbrush  bordering  the  road,  with  their  feet  toward  the  middle  of 
the  road.  This  made  considerable  of  an  obstruction  to  our  passage  and  compelled 
us  to  move  in  single  file.  From  the  remarks  they  made  to  us  all  along  the  line  as 
we  passed  them  at  a  run,  I  inferred  that  they  were  in  this  prostrate  formation  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  exposure  to  bullets.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  hot 
along  this  portion  of  the  road,  and,in  fact  it  was  so  from  this  time  on  till  nightfall. 
In  our  efforts  to  get  to  the  front  as  quickly  as  possible,  our  pace  was  such  that  as  we 
approached  the  river  crossing  I  was  so  overcome  with  heat  and  exhaustion  that  I 
was  unable  to  proceed,  at  the  time,  farther,  and  I  directed  First  Lieut.  W.  R.  Sam- 
ple to  take  command  of  the  company  until  I  should  recover  my  strength  and  wind 
sufficiently  to  rejoin  the  company.  I  stopped  at  the  crossing,  a  noncommissioned 
officer  remaining  with  me.  After  wading  through  the  water  and  resting  for  a  few 
minutes  I  was  refreshed  sufficiently  to  go  forward  and  join  my  company,  which  by 
that  time  had  formed  in  the  line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  a  large  open  field,  which 
was  directly  in  front  of  and  under  the  fire  of  the  works  on  San  Juan  Hill.  This 
field  was  about,800  yards  wide  in  the  direction  of  the  front,  and  was  studded  here 
and  there  with  small  clumps  of  trees. 

The  line  soon  moved  forward  by  rushes  about  100  yards  to  a  shelf  of  land  in  the 
open  field,  which  for  the  time  being  afforded  good  protection  to  the  men.  A  heavy 
fire  was  kept  up  by  us  all  the  time  after  entering  the  field.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  increasing  in  intensity  and  was  coming  from  front,  flanks,  and  rear.  That  from 
the  flanks  and  rear  was  delivered  by  numerous  Spanish  sharpshooters  posted  in  the 
thickfoliage  of  the  surrounding  trees.  I  think  some  of  this  sharpshooter's  fire  might 
have  been  silenced  if  heavy  volleys  had  been  fired  in  the  general  direction  from 
which  the  shots  came.  One  of  these  sharpshooters  was  shot  out  of  a  tree  right  in 
our  front,  in  the  middle  of  the  field.  These  sharpshooters  tried  to  kill  as  many  offi- 
cers as  possiljle,  and  this  accounts  for  the  large  percentage  of  ofiioers  killed  and 
wounded  very  soon  after  our  entrance  into  the  open  field.  We  had  four  different 
brigade  commanders  in  the  space  of  half  an  hour.  Wikoff,  Worth,  Liscum,  and 
Ewers,  the  first  three  being  shot  down  immediately  after  taking  command.  I  had 
only  one  man  killed  at  this  time,  but  25  per  cent  of  the  company  were  wounded. 
When  the  command  was  given  to  move  forward  and  charge  the  enemy's  works,  the 
whole  line  rose  from  its  sheltered  position  and  rushed  forward,  our  fire  being  kept 
up  at  various  halts.  As  we  neared  the  base  of  the  San  Juan  Hill  I  observed  three 
shots  from  one  of  our  batteries  drop  close  to  the  blockhouse  on  the  hill.  The  bat- 
tery of  the  Gatling  guns  under  Lieutenant  Parker,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  was  open- 
ing fire  on  the  enemy's  trenches  from  a  position  on  our  right  and  rear.  This  fire  had 
a  magical  effect,  and  the  Spaniards  were  seen  getting  out  of  their  works  with  a  rush 
and  disappearing  rapidly  over  the  ridge  toward  Santiago.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
the  timely  aid  given  by  Lieutenant  Parker's  guns,  our  loss  would  have  been  terrible 
during  the  remainder  of  the  attack. 

When  the  line  reached  the  base  of  San  Juan  Hill  the  battle  was  practically  won, 
for  our  fire,  together  with  that  of  the  artillery  and  Gatling  guns,  had  driven  most 
of  the  enemy  out  of  the  blockhouse  and  trenches  on  the  hills,  although  the  enemy 
directed  a  heavy  tire  from  other  positions  held  by  them  upon  us  when  we  reached 
the  top  of  the  hill.  At  the  base  of  the  hill  I  spent  five  minutes  or  more  in  endeav- 
oring to  assemble  my  company.  The  men  were  all  cheering  loudly,  and  there  was 
such  a  din  of  all  kinds  of  noises  that  it  was  difficult  to  make  oneself  heard  or  attract 
attention  by  any  means.  I  finally  got  about  one-half  of  the  company  together  and 
charged  up  the  hill.  When  the  regiment  first  came  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  while 
passing  along  the  road,  it  was  about  11  a.  m.  When  we  reached  the  top  of  San  Juan 
Hill  it  was  about  1.30  p.  m.  At  this  hour  I  relinquished  command  of  my  company 
and  assumed  command  of  the  First  Battalion,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

All  the  members  of  the  company  acquitted  themselves  with  the  greatest  credit 
throughout  the  entire  engagement.  I  did  not  observe  a  single  instance  of  flinching 
or  any  evidence  of  a  desire  to  shirk  the  perilous  duty  that  confronted  them.  Indeed, 
if  any  of  them  erred  at  all,  it  was  on  the  side  of  unnecessary  exposure  to  the  fire  of 
the  enemy.  As  an  instance  of  this,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  brought  to  bear  upon  us 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  immediately  after  it  was  stormed  was  so  effective  that  several 
officers  and  a  large  number  of  enlisted  men  were  killed  or  wounded  at  that  time.  Yet 
in  all  of  my  efforts  to  get  my  men  together  I  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting 
them  away  from  places  where  they  were  momentarily  in  danger  of  being  killed.    As 
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I  assembled  them  I  made  them  sit  down  in  a  shallow  trench  near  the  blockhouse,  so 
as  to  be  under  some  sort  of  cover.  Even  the  men  who  had  been  in  the  company  less 
than  a  year,  and  who  from  their  short  service  might  have  been  expected  to  show 
some  signs  of  timidity,  were  bold  and  regardless  of  self. 

The  regiment  having  been  quickly  assembled  on  the  San  Juan  Hill,  was  at  once 
ordered  to  take  up  a  position  about  a  half  mile  on  the  left  of  the  blockhouse  to  reen- 
force  the  line,  which  was  weak  at  that  point.  We  had  scarcely  arrived  at  the  new 
position  when  orders  were  received  to  proceed  immediately  to  a  point  about  1  mile  to 
the  right  of  the  blockhouse,  where  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  was  said  to  be  in 
danger  of  having  its  flank  turned  by  the  enemy.  Arriving  at  this  point,  we  took  up 
a  position  on  a  ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  position  held  by  the  volunteer  cavalry 
(Rough  Riders),  and,  my  battalion  being  in  front  on  the  march  to  that  place,  it  was 
thrown  out  on  the  extreme  right. 

We  took  shelter  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  by'lying  down  in  rear  of  the  crest  of 
the  ridge.  I  liad  one  man  killed  at  this  point,  I'rivate  Julius  B.  Weil,  Company  G, 
Thirteenth  Infantry.  All  that  afternoon  the  battalion  was  subjected  not  only  to  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  front,  but  also  to  au  enfilading  tire  along  the  rear  slope  of  the 
ridge  on  which  we  were  posted.  This  fire  came  from  a  distant  position  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  and  was  exceedingly  heavy,  dangerous  also  because  the  shots  seemed  to 
all  pass  at  about  the  height  of  a  man,  making,  with  their  flat  trajectories,  a  very 
large  dangerous  space.  During  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  up  to  dark  the  only 
thing  we  could  do  was  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  watch 
out  for  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  turn  our  right  flank.  At  dark  Cossack  posts 
were  thrown  out  a  shott  distance  to  the  front,  and  the  men  not  so  occupied  were  put 
to  work  digging  trenches  in  preparation  for  the  fighting  of  the  next  day.  On  account 
of  the  enfilading  fire  before  mentioned  it  was  necessary  also  to  build  traverses. 
By  11  p.  m.  the  command  was  securely  intrenched.  Firing  began  at  daylight  the 
next  morning.  During  the  night  provisions  and  coffee  for  the  men  had  been  procured 
through  the  efforts  of  our  regimental  commander,  Major  Auman. 

At  11  a.  m.  ou  the  2d  we  were  relieved  by  the  Twelfth  Infantry  and  rejoined  our 
brigade  on  the  left  of  the  blockhouse,  where  it  remained  in  reserve  in  the  rear  of 
the  Tenth  and  Twenty-first  Infantry  till  the  5th  of  July.  We  then  relieved  the 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry  at  the  blockhouse.  My  battalion  was  posted  in  the  trenches 
immediately  on  the  left  of  the  blockhouse.  The  battalion  remained  in  this  position 
during  the  remainder  of  the  time  that  I  was  with  it,  which  was  up  to  July  8,  when 
on  account  of  sickness  I  was  sent  to  the  hospital. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  B.  GoE, 

Captain,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 


Hbadquartees  Thirteenth  Inpantky, 
Fort  San  Juan,  near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  6, 1898. 

ADJUTAliTT-GENERAI,, 

Th  ird  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  and  move- 
ments of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  from  July  1  to  5,  1898. 

The  regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Worth,  with  Major  Ellis  com- 
manding First  Battalion  and  myself  commanding  Second  Battalion,  was  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  encamped  near  the  road  from  Siboney  to  Santiago,  about  4  miles  from 
the  latter  place.  Broke  camp  about  7.30  a.  m.  and  marched  on  the  road  leading  to 
Santiago.  This  road  ran  through  a  wood  with  very  dense  underbrush,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  to  send  troops  in  extended  order  on  either  side.  Some  troops  being  in  front 
of  the  regiment  retarded  our  movements  so  that  but  slow  progress  was  made,  and 
by  11  a.  m.  we  had  gone  but  about  2J  miles.  During  this  time  some  artillery  on  our 
left  began  firing,  and  the  Spanish  guns  replied,  wounding  several  men  of  the  regi- 
ment. The  regiment,  with  my  battalion  in  advance,  was  moved  to  the  left  on  a  road 
on  which  was  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  lying  in  line.  After  passing  to 
the  left  of  their  line  the  road  turns  due  west,  crosses  a  stream  of  water  about  2  feet 
deep,  and  then  turns  north.  My  battalion,  by  order  of  the  brigade  commander, 
Colonel  Wikoif,  marched  over  this  road  for  a  distance  of  about  200  yards,  then  turned 
about  and  marched  back  to  and  south  of  the  ford  behind  a  wire  fence  running  parallel 
with  the  front  of  the  Spanish  fortification  on  a  steep  elevation  about  800  yards  to 
our  right.  My  battalion  was  then  moved  by  the  right  flank  through  the  wire  fence, 
and  formed  line  to  attack  the  fortified  height.  During  all  this  time  the  regiment 
was  under  artillery  fire,  and  as  soon  as  my  battalion  crossed  the  fence  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us  with  a  severe  and  effective  infantry  fire.  In  the  meantime  the  First 
Battalion  of  the  regiment  was  crossing  the  stream  and  began  to  cross  the  wire  fence 
to  form  on  the  right  of  my  battalion ,  and  soon  companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infan- 
try passed  by  our  rear  and  began  lorniing  on  our  left.  Colonel  Wikoff  then  ordered 
my  battalion  forward,  and  it  advanced  about  50  yards,  lay  down,  and  began  firing. 
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The  fire  of  the  enemy,  while  the  First  Battalion  was  getting  into  ]ine,  killed  the 
brigade  commander,  Colonel  Wikoff  Twenty-second  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Sater, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  adjutant  First  Battalion,  and  a  number  of  men,  and  wounded 
Lieutenant-Colouel  Worth,  Captains  Guthrie  and  Fornance,  and  Lieutenant  Scott, 
and  wounded  many  men. 

My  battalion  was  then  moved  forward  about  100  yards  to  a  shelf  of  land  in  the 
open  field,  where  they  were  somewhat  protected,  and  where  it  was  soon  joined  by 
the  First  Battalion.  Beins  the  senior  officer  present,  I  then  assumed  command  of 
the  regiment.  A  part  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  formed  on  our  left,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Liscum.  The  line  remained  in  this  position  about  twenty  minutes; 
then  I  observed  some  troops  some  distance  to  our  right,  which  I  afterwards  learned 
were  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  advancing  against  the  enemy's  works,  and  a 
portion  of  my  own  regiment  began  to  move  forward.  I  then  ordered  the  line  to 
advance,  which  it  did  in  a  very  gallant  manner,  closely  followed  on  our  left  by  the 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum,  who  was  conspicuous  in 
his  efforts  to  advance  the  line  and  for  his  fearless  exposure  of  himself  while  encour- 
aging his  men,  but  he  was  soon  wounded  and  then  his  line  did  not  advance  as  rapidly 
as  tlie  Thirteenth  Infantry.  The  assault  was  continued  without  Ijalt,  though  the 
line  was  much  broken  up.  The  height,  which  ascends  at  an  angle  of  at  least  50 
degrees,  was  climbed,  the  wire  entanglements  torn  down,  and  the  men  rushed  over 
the  brow  of  tlie  hill,  where  they  captured  two  prisoners  and  a  Spanish  flag.  The 
latter  was  hanging  from  the  blockhouse  and  was  first  secured  by  Private  Agnew,  Com- 
pany H,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  who  carried  it  to  the  front  of  the  blockhouse,  where  our 
men  had  began  firing  at  the  Spaniards  who  were  retreating  ddwn  the  road  towad  the 
city.  The  Spanish  troops  in  the  intrenchments  near  the  large  building,  on  which 
were  a  number  of  Red  Cross  flags,  returned  the  fire,  and  two  of  the  men  being 
wounded  near  the  flag  the  men  said,  "The  flagisaJonah,"andtoreitto  shreds.  Some 
of  the  shreds  were  gathered  by  men  of  the  Thirteenth,  to  be  kept  as  souvenirs. 
These  I  have  collected,  as  far  as  possible,  and  send  herewith.  Before  my  line  reached 
the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  were  the  enemy's  works,  I  observed  that  the  line 
advancing  from  the  east  had  climbed  halfway  up  the  hill  and  halted  there,  I  sup- 
pose to  avoid  the  fire  of  our  batteries.  A  squad  of  Company  H,  Thirteenth  Infan- 
try, under  Second  Lieut.  I.  M.  Anderson,  were  the  first  men  to  reach  the  top.  All 
of  these  men  state  that  there  were  no  men  of  any  other  regiments  there  when  they 
arrived,  but  when  I  reached  the  top,  which  was  less  than  a  minute  after,  the  men  of 
the  Sixth,  Sixteenth,  and  Twenty-fourth  were  swarming  over.  After  taking  a  view 
of  the  situation  from  the  front,  I  walked  back  to  the  blockhouse  toward  the  south 
side,  and  then  I  saw  General  Hawkins  coming  up  by  the  intrenchments.  I  then  gave 
command  "Form your  companies"  several  times,  and  the  General  repeated  this  com- 
mand. Having  gathered  together  all  the  men  of  my  regiment  on  the  hill,  I  marched 
them  to  the  left  under  cover  and  awaited  orders. 

The  Spanish  works  were  captured  about  12.30  p.  m.  At  about  1.15  I  received  an 
order  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewers,  the  senior  officer  of  the  brigade  present,  to 
march  the  regiment  by  the  left  to  a  position  that  would  be  pointed  out  to  me.  We 
moved  along  the  ridge  and  had  partially  crossed  the  bog  to  the  left  of  the  position 
now  occupied  by  the  Sixth  Infantry,  when  a  staff  officer  (Lieutenant  Preston,  Six- 
teenth Infantry,  acting  aid  to  General  Hawkins)  said,  "General  Hawkins  directs 
you  to  move  your  regiment  to  the  right  of  the  blockhouse  and  support  the  Rough 
Riders."  I  replied  that  I  was  directed  by  the  brigade  commander  to  march  to  the 
left.  This  officer  replied,  "  General  Hawkins  gave  this  order  in  the  presence  of  Gen- 
eral Kent,  therefore  it  is  all  right."  I  then  marched  the  regiment  to  the  right, 
around  the  captured  blockhouse,  and  connected  on  the  right  of  the  First  Volunteer 
Cavalry  (Rough  Kiders),  who  were  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  town.  The  regi- 
ment was  under  fire  all  night  and  were  digging  intrenchments  along  the  line.  Here 
one  man  was  killed  and  two  wounded.  During  the  night  I  secured  some  provisions 
and  coffee  for  my  exhausted  men.  About  11  a.  m.  on  the  2d  my  regiment  was  relieved 
by  the  Twelfth  Infantry,  of  General  Chaffee's  brigade,  and  I  was  ordered  to  join  my 
brigade,  which  I  found  in  its  present  position  on  the  loft  of  the  blockhouse.  The 
regiment  remained  in  reserve  until  the  5th,  when  it  relieved  the  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry  in  the  trenches  around  the  blockhouse. 

The  casualties  in  the  regiment  during  this  time  were  2  officers  killed,  5  wounded, 
16  enlisted  men  killed,  and  85  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  regiment  during  the  battle  of  the  Ist  was  noble  and  gallant, 
the  officers  were  cool  and  conspicuous  to  get  the  men  in  line  while  under  a  destruc- 
tive fire,  and  the  men  vied  with  each  other  in  conspicuous  acts  of  bravery. 

The  detailed  reports  of  company  commanders  have  not  yet  been  received.  They 
will  be  forwarded  later. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Auman, 
Captain,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 
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In  the  Field,  Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  7, 1898. 
Adjutant  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  concerning  the  movements  of 
C  Company  from  the  1st  to  the  5th  of  July,  both  dates  inclusive. 

The  company  brolje  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.  July  1,  with  09  men,  noncommissioned  officers 
and  privates,  and  2  officers,  Lieutenant  Scott  and  the  undersigned.  The  march  was 
made  for  some  three  hours  without  the  occurrence  of  any  event  of  importance.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  a  halt  of  considerable  extent  was  made  on  the  side  of  the  stream 
toward  Siboney.  At  a  few  moments  after  11  o'clock  the  march  was  again  resumed. 
After  proceeding  for  a  short  distance  we  were  placed  immediately  in  the  line  of  Are 
of  our  artillery,  and  a  shell,  evidently  falsely  timed,  exploded  immediately  in  front 
of  our  company,  doing  considerable  damage,  the  extent  of  which  I  do  not  know,  in 
the  company  in  our  front.  We  were  likewise  in  the  most  dangerous  zone  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire,  and,  being  the  foremost  company  of  Major  Ellis's  battalion, 
both  the  company  commander  and  myself  were  much  surprised  to  see  the  major 
struck  in  the  left  knee  by  a  bullet  from  the  enemy's  shrapnel.  We  had  a  short  time 
before  laid  aside  our  blanket  rolls,  and  we  now  rushed  rapidly  forward  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Guthrie,  who  had  replaced  Major  Ellis.  We  arrived  shortly 
at  the  entrance  to  the  field  which  lay  between  our  position  at  the  creek  and  the 
enemy's  line.  The  company  was  directed  to  cut  the  wire  fence  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  passage  of  G  Company.  The  company  was  then  directed  by  Captain  Guthrie 
to  take  a  position  about  25  or  30  yards  beyond  the  wire  fence.  Here  Lieutenant 
Scott  was  severely  wounded  by  a  shot  through  the  jaw,  and  the  command  of  the 
company  devolved  upon  the  undersigned.  Several  casualties  occurred  between  this 
position  and  the  next,  which  was  likewise  taken  up  by  direction  of  Captain  Guthrie. 
First  Sergeant  Sydon  was  here  overcome  by  the  heat,  and,  having  lost  consciousness, 
we  were  deprived  of  his  services.  We  then  joined  the  line  on  the  left  of  B  Company. 
We  suffered  considerable  loss  between  this  position  and  the  lop  of  the  hill,  which 
was  soon  gained,  the  company  arriving  there  with  2  sergeants,  1  corporal,  and  17 
privates.  I  learned  afterwards  that  4  lives  were  lost,  the  killed  being  Privates 
Arms,  Redinger,  Doran,  and  Kiernan.  There  were  8  men  wounded  and  17  missing, 
the  latter  having  fallen  out  to  assist  the  wounded.  Of  this  number  1  was  a  sergeant 
and  3  were  corporals.  In  a  subsequent  talk  to  the  company  I  strongly  condemned 
the  practice  of  noncommissioned  officers  falling  out  to  assist  the  wounded,  when 
others  are  available,  as  their  services  may  be  of  great  value  in  the  firing  line.  After 
having  gained  the  position  sought,  the  company  was  formed  in  the  regiment,  which 
finally  took  up  its  position  for  the  night  on  the  right  of  our  lines,  forming  a  support 
to  the  cavalry  division.  We  assumed  a  position  behind  a  hill,  and,  being  exposed 
to  the  enemy's  direct  and  enfilading  fire,  we  constructed  a  strong  trench,  further 
protection  being  secured  by  the  construction  of  a  traverse.  We  spent  the  night  and 
a  part  of  the  next  day  in  these  trenches. 

We  left  our  position  here  at  about  10  a.  m.  on  July  2,  and  proceeded,  under  fire, 
to  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines,  and  pitched  a  camp  in  rear  of  the  Sixth  Infan- 
try. We  laid  in  camp  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  night,  the  fire  being 
kept  up  during  most  of  this  time  by  both  sides. 

Owing  to  an  attempted  attack  by  night,  the  company  was  first  formed  near  its 
position  in  camp,  and  afterwards  in  its  position  in  the  battalion,  but  was  not  called 
into  action.  On  July  3  we  remained  in  the  same  camp,  firing  being  kept  up  xmtil 
about  12  m.,  when  a  truce  was  effected.  By  this  time  all  the  missing  had  been 
accounted  for.  The  truce  continued  during  this  day  and  on  July  4  and  5.  Noth- 
ing of  importance  occurred  on  these  days,  and  at  12.30  p.  m.  on  July  5  we  moved  to 
our  present  position.  Camp  was  pitched,  and  at  5.30  we  took  our  position  in  the 
trenches,  relieving  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  While  I  can  not  recommend  any 
especial  act  on  the  part  of  any  member  of  my  company  as  being  especially  heroic 
and  daring  or  worthy  of  any  special  recognition,  I  can  not  allow  this  opportuuity 
to  pass  without  expressing  my  warmest  admiration  of  the  courage  and  fidelity  of 
those  men,  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates,  who  remained  with  the  company 
in  the  gallant  advance  across  the  deadly  field.  Their  courage  is  especially  worthy 
of  admiration  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  so  many  casualties  occurred  in  the  company 
so  early  in  the  action. 

The  casualties  resulting  from  the  actions  in  which  the  company  was  involved 
were  as  follows : 

Lieutenant  Scott,  seriously  wounded  by  shot  through  the  jaw;  4  men  killed;  8 
men  wounded. 

Present  strength :  1  officer,  4  sergeants,  4  corporals,  41  privates. 

Kespeotfully  submitted. 

Harvey  W.  Miller, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company. 
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FoKT  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  9,  1898. 
Adjutant  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instrnctions  from  the  regimental  commander,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  concerning  the  operations  of  Company  A,  Thir- 
teenth Infantry,  from  July  1  to  5,  1898,  inclusive : 

The  company  left  camp  on  July  1  at  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  J.  B.  Guthrie,  and  marched  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment  down  the  valley  to  a 
ford  in  the  river,  where  the  regiment  was  halted  with  the  rest  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
awaiting  orders ;  while  halted  here  the  war  balloon  passed  us.  The  first  lieutenant 
of  the  company  (Ferguson)  was  then  in  command  of  the  pioneer  detachment  of  the 
brigade.  The  second  lieutenant  (Sater)  was  battalion  adjutant.  After  waiting  at 
this  ford  for  some  time  the  brigade  moved  forward,  under  a  strong  hostile  tire  of 
shell  and  rifle  ballets.  The  brigade  commander  ordered  the  blanket  rolls  to  be  taken 
off  and  the  pioneers  to  report  for  duty  with  their  companies.  Captain  Guthrie,  in 
command  of  the  Second  Battalion,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  since  the  wounding  of  Major 
Ellis,  then,  directed  me  to  take  command  of  Company  A,  relieving  Second  Lieut.  F. 
W.  Feuger,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  which  was  done,  and  the  battalion  moved  forward, 
turning  from  the  main  road  to  the  left  past  General  If  ent  and  the  Seventy-first  New 
York  Volunteers.  The  regiment  halted  here  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  for  some 
time,  awaiting  further  orders,  under  a  severe  fire  from  the  Spanish  infantry  in  Fort 
San  Juan.  The  order  was  finally  passed  back,  "Thirteenth  Infantry,  forward," 
when  the  company  advanced,  crossing  the  river  waist  deep,  and  formed  under  some 
tall  trees,  where  Lieutenant-Colonel  Worth  was  standing,  directing  the  deployment 
of  the  regiment.  In  front  of  Fort  San  Juan  lies  a  large  open  grass  field  about  500 
yards  wide,  fronting  a  steep  hill  over  100  feet  high,  at  the  top  of  which  stands  the 
blockhouse  and  trenches  of  Fort  San  Juan.  The  regiment  started  from  the  far  edge 
of  this  field,  with  Guthrie's  battalion  on  the  right  and  Auman's  on  the  left.  Com- 
pany A  formed  the  left  supporting  company  of  Guthrie's  battalion,  and  was  ordered 
to  move  forward  to  the  line  formed  by  a  few  scattering  trees  in  front.  Captain 
Guthrie  had  scarcely  finished  giving  me  this  order  when  he  was  shot  on  the  knee. 
Company  A  moved  from  a  wire  fence  across  the  field,  as  directed,  halting  at  the  line 
of  trees,  when  we  found  a  sort  of  bench  40  or  50  yards  from  the  starting  point.  After 
resting  here  a  few  moments  I  gave  the  command,  "A  Company,  forward,"  and  all 
those  men  of  the  company  who  heard  the  order  advanced.  A  squad  or  two  of  the 
company  on  the  right  never  heard  the  command,  but  under  the  first  sergeant  moved 
forward  and  joined  that  portion  of  the  firing  line.  The  main  body  of  the  company 
with  me  advanced  about  100  yards,  reenforcing  the  firing  line  and  carrying  that  part 
of  it  forward  some  distance.  At  the  next  halt  I  was  able  to  order  the  fire  at  will,  as 
no  troops  were  in  front  of  us.  Volleys  were  impossible,  as  my  portion  of  the  liue 
was  mixed  with  Company  0,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  and  with  some  colored  soldiers  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  one  of  whom  was  shot  through  the  head  as  he  lay  at 
my  feet.  The  firing  line  now  got  very  thin  until  when  I  reached  the  dead  space  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  only  a  few  squads  were  left  and  no  one  was  in  front  of  us.  This 
remnant  of  the  company  advanced  up  the  steep  slope,  and  within  a  few  yards  ftom 
the  crest  a  shout  went  up  from  our  left,  "They  are  running."  Wishing  to  know  the 
exact  time  when  the  enemy  broke,  I  looked  at  my  watch  and  found  it  was  just  2 
minutes  before  1  o'clock.  Our  Gatling  gun  began  playing  on  the  blockhouse,  so  we 
kept  down  the  crest  for  some  minutes.  After  going  up  to  the  top,  as  soon  as  the 
Gatling  gun  ceased  firing,  the  company  was  assembled.  First  Sergeant  Nagel  and 
Sergeant  Dillman,  with  the  remnant  of  the  right  squads,  jained  the  main  body  of 
the  company,  which  then  numbered  1  officer  and  27  enlisted  men,  3  sergeants,  and  2 
corporals.  They  had  reached  the  blockhouse  from  the  right  side  ahead  of  us.  The 
regiment  was  then  assembled,  marched  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  left,  when  we 
were  ordered  some  800  yards  over  to  occupy  the  right  of  our  line  in  support  of  the 
Rough  Riders.  Here  Company  A  held  a  hill,  where  we  were  partially  enfiladed  by 
a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  trenches  in  front  of  Campo  del  Marti,  which  killed  1 
man.  That  night  the  company  dug  a  strong  trench  with  a  traverse  on  its  left,  work- 
ing till  1.30  a.  m.  One  volley  was  fired  at  us  during  the  work.  While  lying  on  the 
slope  that  afternoon,  while  the  fire  was  hottest,  an  order  came  to  send  two  men  to 
the  highest  point  at  the  right  for  o'jservation  of  the  enemy.  This  was  very  danger- 
ous service,  as  the  Spanish  sharpshooters  in  our  front  fired  on  all  who  exposed  them- 
selves, 80  I  called  for  two  volunteers.  Privates  John  Davis  and  Frederick  Anthony 
eagerly  asked  to  go,  and  immediately  afterwards  several  others  spoke  out.  Davis 
and  Anthony  were  sent,  remaining  on  observation  from  3  p.  m.  until  dark. 

Next  day,  the  2d  of  July,  about  noon,  the  company  was  relieved  from  its  position, 
and  the  regiment  moved  down  to  the  left  of  the  line,  where  we  remained  until  11.30 
a.  m.  of  July  5,  when  we  were  moved  to  our  present  camp  at  the  blockhouse  of  Fort 
San  Juan.  Two  members  of  the  company  on  detached  service  and  several  who  had 
been  assisting  the  wounded  joined  us  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  July,  so  that  the  present 
strength  is  41. 

The  company  suffered  the  following  losses :  Killed,  Corpl.  Paul  Rutledge  and  Pri- 
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vates  Thomas  Wright  and  Fred  Rote :  wounded,  Sergt.  William  Buctalew,  Corpl. 
John  Devlin,  Musician  Charles  L.  Finch,  and  Privates  Jerome  Russell,  Isidor  Weis- 
haar,  Alexander  Keen,  Charles  Muller,  and  Ignatz  Dekarz.  Total  enlisted  killed,  3 ; 
wounded,  8.  Present  for  duty  morning  of  July  1,52;  detached,  2.  Engaged  in 
fight,  50.  Killed  and  wounded,  11,  or  22  per  cent. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  T.  Ferguson, 
First  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A. 


Fort  San  Juan, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  6,  IS98. 
Adjutant  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  Company  H,  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  covering  the  time  between  the  1st  and  5th  of  July,  inclusive: 

We  broke  camp  about  7.30  a.  m.,  on  the  1st,  on  the  creek,  and  continued  the  march 
down  the  stream,  which  we  crossed  at  a  point  where  some  soldiers  were  repairing 
the  crossing.  We  halted  after  crossing  until  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  we  again 
took  up  the  march.  We  soon  came  under  the  tire  of  the  enemy,  and  Sergt.  Fredrick 
C.  Boelsen  was  wounded  in  the  foot  and  Recruit  Frank  Lohmar  was  wounded  in  the 
back  by  a  piece  of  shell. 

At  this  time  we  were  in  a  narrow  road,  with  a  thick  undergrowth  on  both  sides  of 
it.  The  enemy  could  not  be  seen.  Blanket  rolls  were  piled  and  the  command  went 
forward,  crossing  the  creek  and  taking  position  in  the  edge  of  some  grass  on  the  bank 
of  the  creek,  it  being  necessary  to  cut  a  wire  fence  to  do  so.  Company  H  went  to 
the  left,  with  Company  G  on  the  right.  Line  of  skirmishers  was  formed  and  the 
advance  soon  began  in  the  grass,  the  men  tiring  as  they  advanced.  Private  Daniel 
Lonergan  was  shot  in  the  head  and  killed  about  this  time.  A  short  halt  was  made 
at  the  ridge,  about  150  yards  in  front,  and  then  the  troops  moved  forward  again, 
the  company  taking  part  in  the  assault,  some  of  them  being  among  the  first  on  the 
hill.  Private  Arthur  Agnew  capturing  a  Spanish  flag,  which,  unfortunately,  was 
torn  up. 

The  following  men  were  wounded  in  the  assault  while  crossing  the  field : 

Corpl.  George  Gilbert,  Privates  George  M.  Bleser,  Adam  Coski,  Walter  Evans,  Dun- 
can Kirkland,  Frank  L.  Lake,  Joseph  F.  Phelan,  and  Frank  W.  Winter,  and  Recruit 
Frank  Bratton. 

After  the  capture  of  the  position  the  company  was  formed  iu  the  regiment  and 
marched  to  the  left  flank ;  then  countermarched  and,  passing  the  blockhouse,  took 
position  on  the  right,  taking  position  behind  the  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry. Firing  was  kept  up  in  front  most  of  the  afternoon  and  night,  and  Privates  Ball 
and  Oakes  were  wounded. 

During  the  lught  intrenchments  were  thrown  up.  We  remained  here  till  about 
11  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  2d,  when  we  came  back  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  the 
blockhouse,  where  we  supported  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

About  noon  of  the  3d  there  was  a  truce  announced  and  all  firing  ceased. 

About  1  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  5th  the  regiment  moved  up  near  the  blockhouse,  and 
at  5.30  p.  m.  relieved  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  in  the  trenches. 

W.  N.  Hughes, 
First  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  M. 


Camp  op  Thirteenth  United  States  Infantry, 

Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  August  1,  1898. 
Adjutant- General  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  your  letter  dated  July  28,  1898,  directing 
me  to  submit  a  report  of  the  action  taken  by  my  company  in  the  battle  of  July  1,  2, 
and  3,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

About  8  a.  m.  on  July  1,  Company  C,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  commanded  by  First 
Lieut.  A.'  B.  Scott,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  with  Second  Lieut.  Harvey  Miller,  Thir- 
teenth Infantry,  second  in  command,  left,  with  the  regiment  of  the  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  the  camp  on  the  road  leading  from  Sevilla  to  Santiago,  Cuba,  about  2 
miles  from  the  crossing  of  the  same  over  the  San  Juan  River,  which  camp  they  had 
reached  about  9  o'clock  p.  m.  on  June  30. 

Company  C  was  the  leading  company  of  the  First  Battalion,  Maj.  P.  H.  Ellis, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  commanding,  which  was  in  column  of  fours  in  rear  of  the  Second 
Battalion. 

The  regiment  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Worth,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

The  San  Juan  River  was  reached  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  at  a  point  southeast  of 
Fort  San  Juan  and  about  600  yards  distant  therefrom. 

After  crossing  the  river  the  company  was  inclined  to  the  left  iu  column  and  formed 
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on  right  into  line,  in  rear  of  the  barbed- wire  fence,  which  ran  close  to  the  west  bank 
of  the  stream.  The  barbed  wire  was  cut  away  in  places  and  the  company  moved 
forward,  inclining  to  the  right,  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Battalion  in 
the  open  field  east  of  the  blockhouse  of  the  fort. 

Soon  after  entering  this  field  Lieutenant  Scott  was  seriously  wounded,  and  the 
command  of  the  company  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Miller,  who  moved  the  company 
forward  and  assisted  in  capturing  the  blockhouse,  moving  up  almost  directly 
toward  but  slightly  to  the  right  of  same. 

Shortly  after  the  capture  of  the  blockhouse  the  company  was  assembled  and  took 
its  place  in  the  regiment,  which  was  then  in  command  of  Maj.  William  Auman,  Thir- 
teenth Infantry,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Worth  and  Major  Ellis  were  both  seriously 
wounded  early  in  the  action. 

Soon  after  the  regiment  assembled  it  was  ordered  to  the  left,  but  had  not  pro- 
ceeded more  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile  when  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to 
the  right  to  reenforce  the  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  which  was  done, 
the  regiment  arriving  about  3.30  p.  m.,  and  took  position  on  their  right  across  the 
main  road  to  Santiago,  about  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  captured  blockhouse,  the 
First  Battalion  on  the  right  and  the  Second  Battalion  on  the  left  of  the  road. 

Company  C  was  placed  on  the  crest  of  a  ridge  which  was  exposed  to  an  enfilading 
fire  from  the  left,  and  required  intrenching. 

This  was  done  by  the  company,  though  they  had  had  no  food  since  6  o'clock  a.  m., 
the  haversacks  having  been  ordered  left  behind,  and  though  they  were  exhausted  by 
the  great  heat  and  fatigue  of  the  battle,  and  the  strain  of  being  under  fire  while  at 
work.     The  work  was  not  completed  till  late  at  night. 

The  company  lay  under  arms  all  night,  sending  an  outpost  to  the  front,  and  was 
attacked  about  11  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  again  about  daylight  the  next  morning,  but 
both  attacks  were  repulsed. 

About  10  o'clock  a.  m.  July  2  the  regiment  was  relieved  and  ordered  about  a  half 
mile  to  the  left  of  the  blockhouse  and  placed  under  partial  cover  in  rear  of  the  Sixth 
United  States  Infantry,  where  it  remained  daring  July  2  and  3. 

The  casualties  in  the  company  were :  Killed  in  action  July  1 — Artificer  Nelson  C. 
Arms;  privates  John  Doran,  John  J.  Kiernan,  Clemenee  Eedinger.  Wounded  in 
action  July  1 — First  Lieut.  A.  B.  Scott;  Sergeant  Patrick,  Company  K,  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  attached  to  Company  C;  Corporals  Karl  J.  A.  Ljuug,  Christopher  Lang, 
Gotlieb  Kellenbenz ;  privates  John  Casey,  Denis  Kelly,  John  Loser,  Jerry  Sullivan. 
Total  killed,  4  men ;  total  wounded,  1  officer  and  8  men. 

Lieutenant  Miller  remained  in  command  of  the  company  until  July  18,  when  he 
went  to  the  hospital  with  the  fever  and  has  not  yet  rejoined,  having  returned,  I  am 
informed,  to  the  United  States. 

Lieutenant  Miller,  on  July  9,  submitted  the  report  called  for  in  your  letter,  but  as 
the  company  had  no  means  of  keeping  any  records  I  am  unable  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
report. 

I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  company  on  July  24,  and  on  July  1  I  waa 
battalion  adjutant  of  the  Second  Battalion;  hence  I  have  little  personal  knowledge 
of  the  part  this  company  took  in  the  fight  of  July  1,  but  I  have  obtained  my  infor- 
mation from  other  officers,  and  from  the  first  sergeant  of  the  company,  Otto  Sydow, 
who  was  overcome  by  heat  when  about  half  way  across  the  field  on  July  1,  and  joined 
that  evening,  and  from  the  second  sergeant,  John  A.  Heller,  who  acted  as  first  ser- 
geant after  Sergeant  Sydow  was  disabled,  and  who  informs  me  that  Lieutenant 
Miller  said  all  the  men  of  the  company  acted  well  under  fire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  Threlkeld, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  G. 


Camp  Thirteenth  Infantry, 

Front  of  Santiago,  July  7,  1S98. 
The  Adjutant  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  additional  report  of  the  part  taken 
and  the  casualties  suffered  by  Company  B,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  in  the  fighting  before 
Santiago  on  July  1  and  the  days  immediately  following: 

The  company  left  camp  with  the  regiment,  being  the  second  company  of  the  lead- 
ing battalion,  at  about  7.30  a.  m.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  crossing  of  the  creek, 
and  before  reaching  it,  the  company  came  under  fire  and  had  2  men  hit.  One  was 
shot  through  the  hand  and  ordered  to  the  rear,  the  other  received  a  slight  wound 
in  the  head  from  the  explosion  of  a  shell  .and  continued  with  the  company. 

After  crossing  the  creek,  the  company  was  marched  with  the  battalion  a  short  dis- 
tance up  the  road  skirting  to  the  east  the  field  across  which  the  attack  on  the  Span- 
ish works  was  made.  It  then  returned,  and  after  changing  direction  was  formed  on 
the  right  of  the  firing  line  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry,  which  was  on  the  side  of  the 
creek  toward  the  enemy's  position,  having  been  all  this  time  under  fire.    It  then 
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advanced,  firins;  on  the  enemy  in  the  blockhouse  called  "Fort  San  Jnan"  and  the 
trenches  in  front  of  it  and  kept  up  the  advance,  halting  under  orders  at  the  bench  in 
the  field  about  50  yards  north  of  the  creek  and  toward  the  enemy,  and  advancing  from 
there  when  the  order  was  given.  This  last  advance  was  kept  up,  the  men  only  halt- 
ing to  fire,  until  the  position  was  taken.  The  company  was  in  front  of  the  firing 
line  and  among  the  first  upon  the  hill  which  the  enemy  held.  The  men  continued 
firing  from  the  top  of  the  hill  at  the  retreating  enemy  and  at  those  who  were  still 
firing  from  positions  in  the  rear.  There  was  a  mixture  of  organizations  and  a  great 
deal  of  confusion  on  thehil],  but  when  I  succeeded  in  assembling  the  company  under 
orders  from  the  regimental  commander  I  found  35  men  present.  Two  men  reported 
later  in  the  day,  having  lost  the  company  and  joined  other  organizations.  The 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing  numbered  20,  and  1  man  had  been  left  in  the  camp 
to  look  after  rations,  which  makes  up  the  strength  of  the  company  present  for  duty 
that  morning  58  men. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows : 

Killed. — Corporal  Bartholomew  Collery,  Privates  Charles  Conselyea,  William  O. 
Showalter,  Harry  C.  Striokler. 

Wounded. — First  Pergeant  Murtha  Hennessey,  Sergeant  Lawrence  Dinneren,  Cor- 
poral Michael  Grogan,  Corporal  Hans  J.  Petersen,  Musician  William  Ferrell,  Artifi- 
cer Joseph  Swift,  Privates  George  W.  Blankenshlp,  George  T.  Burgess,  George 
Graham,  John  E.  Johnson,  John  Markham,  Samuel  C.  Middleton,  John  H.  Moulton, 
Samuel  Olkin. 

Missing. — Privates  John  Keller  and  Paul  Newman. 

The  men  who  were  missing  have  been  reported  to  me  as  being  around  the  hospital 
at  Siboney  unhurt  and  without  authority,  and  I  have  applied  to  the  corps  commander 
for  their  arrest. 

The  company  has  since  been  on  duty  along  the  captured  position  and  has  been 
under  fire  until  all  firing  ceased  on  account  of  the  truce. 

Capt.  B.  H.  Gilman  was  left  at  Siboney  sick,  and  rejoined  the  company  at  11.30 
a.  m.  July  2. 

Second  Lieut.  H.  L.  Threlkeld  has  been  all  this  time  on  duty  as  battalion  adjutant. 

Second  Lieut.  T.  M.  Andersou,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  commanded  the  company  from 
the  time  I  was  put  in  command  of  the  Second  Battalion  to  the  return  of  Captain 
Gilman. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  B.  Saffold, 
First  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  B. 


Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

July  31,  1S98. 
The  Adjutant  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  letter  from  division  headquarters,  dated  July  28,  1898,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Company  D, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  in  the  engagement  before  Santiago  July  1,  2,  and  3 : 

On  July  1,  upon  arriving  at  the  ford  of  San  Juan  Creek,  I  was  directed  by  Captain 
Guthrie,  commanding  First  Battalion,  to  move  Company  D  to  a  point  in  the  field  in 
front  of  the  works  to  be  taken  and  50  yards  in  rear  of  Company  F,  supporting  that 
company.  This  brought  me  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  in  the 
battle  formation  and  about  75  yards  to  the  right  of  the  crossing  of  the  creek.  I 
occupied  the  position  indicated  and  remained  there  a  few  minutes,  until  Captain 
romance  came  up  and  suggested  that  I  take  my  company  on  the  front  line  in  a  gap 
then  existing  between  Company  F  and  the  regiment  on  our  right.  I  did  so  and 
advanced  across  the  open  field  in  the  first  line. 

Upon  reaching  the  foot  of  the  hill  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  enemy  I  halted 
my  company  and  moved  it  back  a  short  distance,  to  prevent  anyone  from  being  struck 
by  shells  from  our  batteries,  which  were  still  striking  in  the  hillside.  AJter  the 
shelling  ceased  I  moved  up  the  hill  with  my  company. 

The  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  company  was  good.  No  one  could  be  mentioned 
as  deserving  of  more  praise  than  another.  My  loss  was  1  killed  and  12  wounded  on  July 
1  and  2  wounded  slightly  on  the  2d  while  going  to  the  rear  with  wounded.  After 
arriving  on  the  hill  (Fort  San  Juan)  the  regiment  was  formed  and  marched  about  1 
mile  to  the  north,  where  it  took  position,  supporting  the  First  United  States  Volun- 
teer Cavalry.     While  here  a  private  of  my  company  was  wounded  by  a  spent  ball. 

Shelter  trenches  were  constructed  and  my  company  remained  in  them  that  night 
and  until  relieved  by  a  company  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry,  about  10  a.  m.  July  2. 
The  company  then  marched  in  the  regiment  to  the  support  of  the  line  in  rear  of  the 
Sixth  Infantry,  where  the  company  remained  until  the  5th  of  July. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  GosB, 
First  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Compang  D. 
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FoBT  San  Juan, 
Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  5,  1898. 
The  Adjutant  Thirteenth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Company  6  of  the 
regiment  in  the  action  which  resulted  in  the  taking  and  holding  of  Fort  San  Juan. 

The  company  was  the  fourth  company  in  column  of  the  Second  Battalion,  which 
was  the  leading  battalion  of  the  regiment  and  brigade.  After  forming  line  of  skir- 
mishers to  the  left  of  the  road,  before  reaching  San  Juan  Creek  and  while  under  the 
fire  of  the  hidden  euemy,  the  company  became  separated  from  the  leading  companies, 
and  in  single  file,  at  a  run,  the  company  gained  the  lost  distance  and  overtook  the 
battalion  in  time  to  ford  the  creek  and  take  its  place  in  the  column  then  moving  to 
the  left.  After  going  about  company  distance  to  the  left  I  ordered  the  company  by 
the  right  flank  through  the  wire  fence,  which  was  then  beiniftorn  down,  and  after  a 
moment's  pause  without  firing  began  the  advance  by  direction  of  the  battalion  com- 
mander. Major  Annan,  through  the  high  grass,  and  by  a  continuous  rush  reached  a 
protected  ridge  about  100  yards  from  the  wire  fence  and  with  about  two-thirds  of 
the  men  of  the  company.  Second  Lieut.  C.  A.  Read,  a  graduate  of  this  year's  class 
from  West  Point,  closely  followed  this  advance  ahead  of  the  remainder  of  the  men,  and 
from  the  ridge  the  whole  company  poured  in  a  rapid  and  well-aimed  fire  on  the  enemy's 
trenches  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  some  of  the  best  shots  vieing  with  one  another  in  pick- 
ing oif  individuals  exposing  themselves  on  the  enemy's  works.  After  a  halt  of  nearly 
five  minutes,  during  which  time  the  company  was  joined  by  Capt.  J.  B.  Goe,  who 
had  been  compelled  to  fall  out  from  heat  and  exhaustion  prior  to  crossing  the  creek, 
the  company  participated  in  the  general  advance  by  the  whole  line  and  was  well 
represented  in  the  final  assault  on  the  hill. 

Rallying  and  assembling  the  comiiany  on  the  top  of  the  hill  after  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  to  cover  beyond,  about  one-half  of  the  company  was  present. 

With  the  regiment  the  company  was  moved  a  few  hundred  yards  west  of  the  block- 
house on  the  hill,  and  later  as  a  part  of  the  support  to  the  First  United  States  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  where  it  remained  until  nearly  noou 
of  the  next  day,- July  2,  when  it  was  moved  with  regiment  to  the  rear  of  line  occu- 
pied by  the  Sixth  Infantry  and  as  a  support  to  this  line,  where  it  remained  until  noon, 
July  5,  when  it  was  moved  with  regiment  to  the  line  of  trenches  to  the  right  of  block- 
house. 

The  company  went  into  action  July  1  with  3  officers  and  52  enlisted  men.  During 
the  attack  on  Fort  San  Juan  1  enlisted  man,  Private  Elmer  Wood,  was  killed  and  9 
wounded,  viz,  Musician  Davitt  and  Privates  Frank  Bryant,  Charles  Kinsler,  James 
McCutcheon,  Michael  McQuinney,  Fred  Russ,  Louis  Salendar,  Frederick  Thorpe,  and 
Rec.  Woods. 

The  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  company  were  directed  chiefly  in  keeping  the  men 
properly  in  line  and  from  bunching,  and  preventing  a  waste  of  ammunition  in  the 
early  part  of  the  engagement.  The  men  responded  promptly  to  every  order  to 
advance  and  all  missing  men  not  wounded  were  promptly  accounted  for. 

On  the  evening  of  July  1,  while  in  support  of  the  line  occupied  by  the  First  United 
States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Private  Julius  Weil  was  instantly  killed  by  an  enemy's 
rifle  ball. 

Considering  the  intensity  of  the  fire  and  the  exposed  position  while  making  the 
attack,  every  man  who  passed  over  the  600  yards  from  the  creek  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill  deserves  praise  for  his  valor  and  loyalty. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  R.  Sample, 
First-Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company. 


In  the  Field  at  Fort  San  Juan, 

Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  8,  1898, 
The  Adjutant  Thirteenth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  account  of  the  action  near  this  place 
from  July  1  to  3,  inclusive,  participated  in  by  Company  E,  Thirteenth  United  States 
Infantry. 

The  company,  consisting  of  52  enlisted  men  and  1  officer,  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  H.  G.  Cavenaugh,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  left  camp  south  of  El  Peso  about  7.45 
a.  m.  July  1,  being  the  first  company  of  the  Second  Battalion.  According  to  the 
formation  for  march  that  morning  the  Second  Battalion  was  in  front.  Company  E 
was  thus  the  leading  company  in  the  Thirteenth  Infantry.  The  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  followed  the  Thirteenth  Infantry.  Orders  had  been  received  for  the  company 
to  act  as  the  right  support  of  the  Second  Battalion  when  the  regiment  should  take 
the  battle  formation. 
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After  crossing  the  ford  below  El  Poso  Hill,  about  10.30  a.  m.,  the  company  rested 
for  an  hour.  Firing  was  plainly  heard  to  the  front,  and  for  some  time  previous 
wounded  men,  principally  Cubans,  had  been  passing  on  their  way  to  the  hospital  in 
rear.  After  leaving  the  ford  the  line  of  march  led  along  a  narrow  road  bordered  by 
impenetrable  brnsh,  the  slope  being  down  toward  San  Juan  Creek.  The  company 
came  under  artillery  fire  about  one-half  mile  northmost  of  El  Poso  Hill,  on  the  main 
road  from  Siboney  to  Santiago,  our  own  batteries  firing  over  our  heads  in  reply. 
Upon  reaching  a  point  about  1  mile  from  San  Juan,  long-range  infantry  fire  began 
to  be  felt,  but  it  was  not  damaging.  The  heat  became  very  oppressive,  aud  many 
men  suffered  severely.  About  this  time  blanket  rolls  and  haversacks  were  ordered 
to  be  taken  off  and  piled  along  the  side  of  the  road,  a  guard  of  6  recruits  being  left 
in  charge.    Recruit  Harper  was  here  shot  in  the  neck  later  in  the  day. 

Alter  leaving  this  point  the  enemy's  infantry  fire  from  the  front  and  both  flanks 
became  stronger,  but  the  men  remained  cool  and  there  was  no  disorder.  Due  to  the 
heavy  foliage,  there  was  cover  from  right,  but  none  from  the  enemy's  fire,  of  whose 
source  we  were  at  that  time  ignorant,  as  we  could  not  see  his  position.  Private 
Griffin  was  here  wounded  in  the  face. 

Upon  reaching  the  lower  ford  over  San  Juan  Creek  the  leading  battalion  changed 
direction  to  the  right,  in  column  of  files,  under  cover  of  the  creek  bank,  and  upon  facing 
to  left  Company  E  found  the  right  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  in  front  of  Fort  San  Juan. 
Before  the  whole  regiment  had  crossed  the  order  for  deployment  was  changed,  and 
the  leading  battalion  moved  by  the  left  flank  down  the  creek.  Company  E  passed 
beyond  the  other  companies  and  took  position  under  cover  of  the  high  bank  of  the 
creek,  constituting  the  left  company  of  the  Second  Battalion  and,  consequently,  the 
left  of  the  regiment. 

Directly  to  our  front  was  the  enemy's  position — a  brick  house  prepared  for  defense 
and  having  rifle  pits  in  front  and  on  the  flanks.  The  house  was  on  a  steep  hill  about 
250  feet  high,  this  being  the  highest  point  of  a  ridge  running  parallel  to  the  creek. 
From  the  foot  of  the  ridge  a  level  meadow,  with  grass  knee-high  and  some  scattered 
trees,  extended  to  the  creek.  A  barbed-wire  fence  ran  along  the  top  of  the  creek 
bank,  another  ran  parallel  to  it  halfway  up  the  hill,  while  a  third  started  about  50 
yards  south  of  the  blockhouse  and  ran  straight  down  the  hill.  These  fences  consti- 
tuted an  effective  entanglement  and  offered  considerable  obstruction  to  advancing 
troops.  A  number  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  posted  in  the  trees  to  the  front  in 
the  meadow  and  also  on  both  flanks  of  the  company,  poured  in  a  very  destructive 
fire.  The  fire  from  the  position  on  the  hill  was  incessant.  Private  Daniel  F.  Proud 
was  here  shot  through  the  groin. 

The  right  platoon  was  now  advanced  about  100  yards  to  the  front  to  cover  behind 
a  slight  rise  of  ground.  The  left  platoon  had  advanced  farther  down  the  creek  and 
had  not  yet  come  np  on  the  line.  Second  Lieut.  L,  H.  Bash,  of  the  company,  was 
ordered  back  to  the  creek  to  bring  up  this  platoon  and  all  stragglers,  and  also  to 
warn  organizations  in  the  rear  to  cease  firing  on  account  of  the  danger  to  our  own 
men. 

The  conduct  of  Artificer  Samuel  W.  Hilyard  was  at  this  time  especially  praise- 
worthy. Upon  Captain  Cavenaugh  calling  for  a  man  to  go  back  to  the  creek  in 
order  to  stop  the  firing  of  the  troops  there  in  our  rear,  he  volunteered  for  the  duty 
without  hesitation,  and  crossed  an  open  space  of  more  than  100  yards  entirely  exposed 
to  the  enemy's  fire,  returning  and  reporting  without  having  suffered  any  injury. 
The  example  had  a  splendid  effect  on  the  morale  of  the  men. 

Lieutenant  Bash  found  the  second  platoon  under  the  command  of  Q.  M.  Sergt.  L. 
Vestergaard,  and,  bringing  it  up,  the  entire  company  was  formed  in  one  line  of  skir- 
mishers under  cover  of  the  slight  rise  of  ground  referred  to.  The  company  was  now 
ordered  forward  and  crossed  the  open  field,  a  distance  of  about  400  yards,  by  two 
rushes.  There  were  no  casualties  from  fire,  although  2  men  were  overcome  by  heat 
exhaustion. 

While  crossing  the  field  some  of  the  enemy  were  seen  evacuating  the  position  in 
front,  although  the  fire  from  the  rear  was  still  galling.  Upon  reaching  the  top  of 
the  hill,  about  100  feet  southeast  of  the  blockhouse,  some  of  the  enemy  were  still  in 
the  trenches.  I  did  not  notice  the  presence  of  any  organizations  but  those  of  the 
Thirteenth  Infantry  until  later.  Just  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill  Capt.  H.  G. 
Cavenaugh  was  shot  in  the  thigh.  He  was  taken  to  the  rear,  and  Second  Lieut.  L.  H. 
Bash  took  command  of  the  company. 

The  enemy  was  seen  retreating  across  the- valley  and  up  the  slope  of  an  opposite 
hill,  about  800  yards  distant,  and  hot  individual  fire  had  been  maintained  on  him. 
The  steadiness  and  discipline  of  the  men  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  the 
excitement  attending  the  capture  of  a  position  by  assault  Lieutenant  Bash  collected 
several  squads  of  Company  E  and  some  scattered  men  from  other  organizations  and 
without  difficulty  delivered  a  number  of  excellent  volleys.  During  this  firing  a 
group  of  men  who  had  come  up  later  were  assaulting  two  of  the  enemy  left  in  the 
trenches.     The  prompt  and  courageous  action  of  Artificer  Samuel  W.  Hilyard  and 
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Private  Samuel  Crowter,  Company  E,  in  personally  interfering  between  the  pris- 
oners and  their  assailants  undoubtedly  saved  the  lives  of  these  two  men. 

The  enemy  having  finally  disappeared  behind  his  second  line  of  intrenchments, 
the  company  was  assembled,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  company  in  the 
regiment  to  be  re-formed.  The  roll  call  showed  31  men  in  ranks,  15  men  who  started 
In  the  action  being  absent  wounded  or  missing.  It  was  now  about  12.45  p.  m.,  the 
advance  from  the  creek  having  occupied  twenty  minutes.  After  resting  a  short  time 
the  regiment  was  formed,  with  Company  E  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Battalion,  and 
was  marched  southeast  behind  the  crest  of  the  ridge  for  aboiit  one-fourth  of  a  mile. 
While  on  the  march  orders  were  received  to  return  and  proceed  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  to  the  north  and  support  the  First  Regiment  United  States  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  who  were  heavily  engaged  on  the  right  of  the  line.  The  company  was 
posted  just  in  rear  of  the  same  ridge,  about  100  yards  to  the  right  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

The  company  remained  here  in  shelter  trenches,  with  absolutely  no  protection  from 
sun  or  rain,  until  the  afternoon  of  July  2,  having  Ijeen  constantly  under  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  front  and  left  flank  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  being  deprived 
of  rations  for  about  twenty-four  hours. 

On  tbe  morning  of  July  2  the  company  was  ordered  to  the  left  of  Fort  San  Juan, 
and  camped  on  the  side  of  the  ridge  as  part  of  the  support  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

About  11  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  the  lines  in  our  front.  The  company 
was  formed  under  fire  without  confusion,  and  marched  to  its  position  in  regiment. 
During  most  of  the  attack,  which  lasted  about  an  hour,  the  company  lay  on  the  side 
of  a  ridge,  which  is  here  very  low,  and  gave  slight  protection  from  a  heavy  artillery 
and  infantry  fire.  Sergt.  Thomas  Dolin  was  shot  through  the  buttock  while  lying 
here.  Firing  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  all  night  and  until  noon  July  3.  The  com- 
pany, however,  had  no  chance  to  reply,  as  our  own  troops  masked  the  position. 
Until  July  6  the  company  remained  in  camp  at  this  place,  but  there  was  no  further 
firing  on  either  side. 

During  the  entire  three  days'  fight  the  company  deserves  great  credit  for  the  cour- 
ageous and  soldierly  manner  in  which  every  individuiil  performed  his  duty.    No 
better  state  of  discipline  could  have  been  displayed  by  any  body  of  men. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Loais  H.  Bash, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  E. 


Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  7, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  verbal  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing: 

On  the  morning  of  the  Ist  instant,  when  the  regiment  proceeded  to  the  front  about 
8  o'clock,  Company  F,  under  command  of  Captain  Fornance,  was  the  third  com- 
pany of  the  Second  Battalion.  About  10  o'clock  we  crosseda  stream,  and  after  doing 
so  the  men  took  off  their  equipments  and  rested.  We  could  hear  the  firiiig  distinctly. 
About  11  o'clock  the  regiment  started  to  the  front  again.  Shortly  after  leaving  tfie 
creek  our  men  began  to  suffer  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Each  time  we  were  com- 
pelled to  halt.  We  moved  off  the  road  into  the  bushes  so  as  to  protect  ourselves. 
We  then  removed  our  blanket  rolls,  haversacks,  and  canteens,  and  left  a  man  in 
charge.  We  again  moved  on,  taking  the  road  to  our  left,  and  passed  the  Seventy-first 
New  York  lying  iu  the  bushes  along  the  road.  When  we  halted  the  men  lav  down 
and  sought  what  cover  they  could.  When  we  started  on  again  Private  Luty  fell  out, 
apparently  affected  by  the  heat.  As  we  approached  the  second  or  last  crossing  the 
company  was  subjected  to  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  crossing  was  nearly 
waist  deep,  and  the  men  crossed  in  single  file,  the  captain  in  the  lead,  while!  brought 
up  the  rear  of  the  company. 

From  this  time  the  men  began  being  hit  very  rapidly.  Corporal  Derr  was  badly 
wounded  In  the  back  just  as  he  crossed  the  stream.  I  was  very  sorry  to  seethe 
corporal  so  badly  wounded,  as  he  had  up  to  this  time  shown  great  courage  and  effi- 
ciency in  keeping  his  squad  together,  and  I  know  his  services  would  have  been  very 
valuable. 

As  near  as  I  can  remember,  I  heard  Captain  Guthrie  say  that  Company  F  and  Com- 
pany C  would  be  iu  the  firing  line,  and  A  and  D  in  support,  and  that' he  should  go 
up  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry.  Captain  Fornance 
moved  the  company  up  from  the  creek  along  the  road  to  the  hill  in  single  file,  and 
then  by  the  right  flank  across  the  grass  field.  This  subjected  the  company  to  a 
heavy  flanking  fire  from  tlie  enemy.  After  moving  abont  25  yards  we  got  a  good 
deal  of  cover  tiom  a  perceptible  rise  in  the  ground.  We  had  already  a  number  of 
men  wounded. 

When  we  advanced  again  the  captain  changed  direction  half  left,  so  as  to  come 
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up  on  tlie  left  of  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth,  and  at  the  same  time  suffer  less  from  the 
flanking  fire  of  the  enemy  at  Fort  San  Juau.  About  this  time  the  captain  was 
wounded,  also  the  first  sergeant.  I  kept  pushing  the  company  forward,  notwith- 
standing that  the  men  were  being  hit  very  rapidly. 

The  left  of  the  line  of  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  began  falling  back  quite 
rapidly,  but  firing,  and  when  I  reached  the  line  with  about  30  of  ray  men  I  was 
not  able  to  hold  them,  and  we  fell  back  with  them  into  the  road  south  of  the  hill. 
In  the  roadway  were  parts  of  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  and  Third  and  Sixth 
Cavalry  badly  demoralized.  There  were  a  great  many  wounded  men  in  the  road- 
way, and  some  of  my  wounded  men  who  were  able  crawled  through  the  grass  into 
the  road.  The  men  in  the  road  were  still  under  heavy  fire,  and  I  told  the  officers  I 
saw  we  had  better  get  out  and  try  and  make  the  hill,  among  them  Lieutenants 
Chrisman  and  Evans,  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

The  firing  seemed  to  come  from  all  directions,  and  I  thought  our  own  men  farther 
down  the  road  were  firing  on  us,  but  I  believe  now  the  firing  was  from  the  Spanish 
sharpshooters  in  the  trees  along  the  creek. 

After  caring  for  the  wounded,  I  told  my  men  and  the  others  who  had  no  officer  over 
them  that  we  must  get  up  the  hill.  Men  from  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry  and 
Third  and  Sixth  Cavalry  were  very  quick  to  respond,  saying,  "Go  on.  Lieutenant; 
we  will  follow  you."  I  picked  out  openings  in  the  fence  and  placed  several  men 
opposite  each  opening,  and  at  a  signal  from  my  whistle  we  broke  through  and 
started  through  the  grass  for  the  right  of  the  hill.  The  men  opened  out  in  good  shape 
and  formed  a  line  of  skirmishers.  We  advanced  by  short  rushes  without  firing. 
Lieutenant  Ord,  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  was  a  little  in  advance  of  me  and  to  my  right. 
A  number  of  men  of  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth,  who  were  lying  in  the  grass,  came  for- 
ward with  my  line.  Onr  men  being  slightly  in  front  of  me  and  to  the  right,  and 
others  lying  in  the  grass,  having  stayed  there  when  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  rell  back 
in  the  road,  I  thought  if  I  fired  I  might  hit  my  own  men. 

Lieutenant  Ord  was  killed  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill,  I  believe  by  a  wounded 
Spaniard  in  the  trench.  I  lost  a  number  of  men  while  coming  up  the  hill;  I  can  not 
tell  exactly  how  many.  After  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill  the  men  kept  on  and  fired 
on  the  retreating  Spaniards.  After  a  little  I  tried  to  stop  the  firing,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  do  so.  I  also  had  several  men  throw  the  gnns  of  the  wounded  Span- 
iards down  the  hill.  I  believe  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  was  the  first  regiment  up 
the  hill. 

It  must  have  been  after  10  o'clock  when  I  reassembled  the  company.  I  had  only 
17  men.  I  moved  around  the  left  of  the  hill  and  joined  the  rest  of  the  regiment. 
About  3  o'clock  the  regiment  was  moved  around  to  the  right  to  occupy  a  part  of  the 
line.  Although  we  could  not  see  the  enemy,  we  were  subjected  to  their  fire  most  of 
the  afternoon. 

During  the  night  we  threw  out  an  outpost  and  the  rest  of  the  men  intrenched 
themselves.  About  3  o'clock  Sergeant  Touhey  and  7  men  joined  from  caring  for  the 
wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  our  outpost  was  driven  in,  and  we  were  again  subjected 
to  fire  off  and  on  till  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  we  were  relieved  by  the  Seventh  Infan- 
try.   We  were  then  brought  back  to  the  left  in  rear  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  the  company  fell  in  with  the  regiment.  We  were  moved  to 
the  right,  and  then  brought  back  and  moved  column  left  across  the  field  to  repulse  a 
possible  flank  attack.  Although  the  men-were  subjected  to  fire  most  of  the  time,  they 
behaved  very  well.     Shortly,  we  were  brought  back  in  rear  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  Sergeant  McManes  was  wounded  very  badly  in  the 
shoulder.  I  also  learned  that  Captain  Fornance  died  that  morning  from  a  wound  in 
his  side.  At  noon  a  truce  was  declared,  and  I  sent  a  searching  party  over  the  battle- 
field.   They  found  Private  Dowling  dead,  and  buried  him. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  we  moved  around  to  our  present  position  to  the  right 
of  the  blockhouse  (Fort  San  Juan).  On  the  3d  4  more  men  joined  from  the  rear, 
and  on  the  4th  8  more  men,  making  the  strength  of  the  company  37. 

In  the  action  of  the  1st,  Captain  Fornance,  First  Sergeant  Kleine,  Sergeant  Mur- 
ray, Corporal  Craddock,  Corporal  Knowles,  Corporal  Patjens,  Corporal  Derr,  Musi- 
cian Gezey,  and  Privates  Byrne,  Emery,  Hand,  O'Brien,  Kothert,  Smith,  Segen,  and 
Wagner  were  wounded,  and  Private  Dowling  killed. 

Sullivan,  2d,  is  still  missing.  He  was  seen  up  the  hill  after  it  was  taken,  and  said 
he  was  going  back  to  look  after  Private  Byrne,  who  was  wounded.  On  the  same  day 
Private  Barker  saw  him  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  going  to  the  rear.  I  do  not 
believe  he  is  killed  or  wounded.  All  wounded  men  of  F  Company  are  in  the  rear 
receiving  care,  although  Private  Derr,  who  was  wounded  very  badly,  was  not  taken 
back  till  about  10  a.  m.  on  the  2d. 
Very  respectfully, 

Frederick  W.  Fucer, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  F, 
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Headquarters  Twenty-pobrth  Infantry, 

Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  5,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General 

Tliird  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  this  regiment,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col. 
E.  H.  Liscum,  Twenty- fourth  Infantry,  went  into  action  about  10  a.  m.,  July  1, 1898, 
assisting  in  the  capture  of  this  fort,  marching  westerly  in  column  of  twos  past  divi- 
sion headquarters,  turning  to  the  right  and  crossing  a  creek  in  a  woods  (about 
one-fourth  mile)  near  the  tile  factory,  taking  position  and  opening  fire  behind  a  wire 
fence.  The  leading  company,  G  (Captain  Brereton),  formed  on  left  into  line  under 
a  severe  fire  from  in  front  and  a  fire  in  the  rear,  which  was  not  noticed  at  first.  I 
commanded  the  leading  battalion. 

When  the  company  was  about  two-thirds  on  the  line  the  men  began  to  come  over 
the  creek  in  ones  and  twos,  some  companies  being  delayed  for  some  reason.  At  the 
same  time  Captain  Brereton  called  my  attention  to  a  man  shot  in  the  back,  when  I 
first  noticed  the  reports  of  rifles,  showing  quite  a  heavy  fire  in  the  rear.  There  was 
a  great  deal  of  other  noise  and  confusion  by  other  regiments.  I  reported  this  to 
Colonel  Liscum,  and  he  sent  an  oflBcer  to  stop  it  and  to  bring  up  the  other  companies 
(also  orderlies).  I  returned  to  my  place,  when  Captain  Brereton  reported  that 
another  man  had  been  killed  by  a  ball  from  the  rear.  I  reported  this  to  Colonel 
Liscum,  and  he  ordered  me  to  go  back  and  send  up  the  other  companies  and  to  stop 
the  firing  in  the  rear,  supposed  to  be  by  our  own  troops.  I  found  the  companies, 
which  were  delayed  by  no  fault  of  their  own,  and  telling  the  officers  to  hurry  up, 
hastened  to  find  the  troops  who  were  firing  on  us,  supposing  they  must  be  on  a 
parallel  road  in  the  chaparral;  but  have  since  found  it  was  the  enemy's  soldiers  hid- 
den in  tree  tops  in  a  thicket  of  thorns,  and  finally  gave  up  after  calling  to  them 
until  I  was  hoarse,  and  returned  to  my  regiment,  which  in  the  meantime  had 
changed  places  with  other  troops,  which  I  joined  and  went  forward  with  until  I 
found  the  adjutant.  Lieutenant  Tayman,  with  whom  I  went  to  the  top  of  the  hill; 
but  seeing  some  of  my  regiment  on  the  right,  went  around  to  them  and  joined  with 
Lieutenants  Lyon  and  Murphy,  and  thus  got  separated  from  the  regiment,  which 
had  charged  up  the  hill  to  the  left,  and  being  requested  by  Colonel  Wood,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  to  hold  a  place  in  his  line,  did  not  return  to  my  regiment  (because  none 
of  the  officers  knew  where  it  was)  until  about  an  hour  after  the  action.  The  part 
of  the  regiment  with  me  were  engaged  also. 

In  this  action  2  officers  were  killed  (Lieutenants  Gurney  and  Augnstin)  and  4 
wounded  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum,  Captains  Brereton  and  Ducat,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Brett),  and  7  men  killed  and  74  wounded,  3  of  whom  have  since  died. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  C.  Marklky, 
Captain,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Begiment. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Infantry, 

Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  7,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  addition  to  the  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  battle  of  July  1,  1898: 

A  brief  statement  of  tlie  part  this  regiment  took  in  the  battle,  with  all  the  essen- 
tials and  of  what  it  would  like  to  be  credited  with,  is  this: 

On  the  march  to  the  front  this  regiment  was  the  rear  one  of  the  three  in  its  bri- 
gade After  coming  under  fire,  it  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left,  and 
marched  about  1  mile  by  the  flank,  under  fire,  to  its  place ;  advanced  over  the  flat 
the  same  as  other  regiments,  assisting  in  the  capture  of  Fort  San  Juan,  getting  on 
top  of  the  hill  among  the  first,  with  a  creditable  number  of  men  of  its  small  com- 
panies, and  in  time  to  get  men  till  and  to  silence  one  gun  by  volley  fire. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  C.  Markley, 
Captain,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Begiment. 


Fort  San  Juan,  July  5, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-Gbnekal 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  adjutant  Twenty-fourth  Infantry.) 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  your  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

On  tlie  morning  of  July  1  the  regiment  (Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infantry) 
left  camp  at  about  7.30  a.  m.  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  H.  Liscum,  Twenty- 
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fourth  Infantry,  for  the  front.  I  had  command  of  the  Second  Battalion,  composed 
of  Companies  H,  D,  B,  and  C.  On  reaching  a  point  in  a  sunken  road  running  west- 
ward on  the  river,  the  regiment  encountered  a  number  of  troops  lying  alongside  of 
the  road,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  a  blockhouse  and  intrenchment  on  the  north,  where 
it  was  halted,  and  instructed  to  lie  down  for  shelter.  My  orders  were  to  conform  to 
the  movements  of  the  First  Battalion,  which  had  also  halted  and  sought  shelter. 

The  company  immediately 'in  my  front  of  the  leading  battalion  was  still  in  the 
road  (which  was  full  of  troops  in  confusion),  when  hearing  the  heavy  firing  in  my 
front  increasing,  I  concluded  to  move  my  battalion  in  that  direction.  Passing  this 
company  of  the  other  battalion,  I  discovered  that  the  rest  of  that  battalion  had 
gone  on.  I  crossed  the  ford  of  the  river  which  was  struck  soon  after,  resuming  the 
forward  under  a  destructive  fire,  and  was  unable  to  seethe  rest  of  my  regiment. 
Ordering  my  battalion  to  follow  me,  I  turned  through  a  gap  in  a  wire  fence  where  I 
saw  some  companies  of  the  regiment  under  a  slight  rise,  sheltered  from  the  direct 
fire  from  the  blockhouse  and  intrenchments  on  the  hill  to  their  right.  I  reported  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum,  who  was  with  these  troops,  and  informed  him  that  my 
battalion  was  behind  me. 

I  waited  for  a  few  moments  for  the  head  of  the  battalion  to  appear.  Finding  that 
they  were  not  yet  visible,  I  went  back  to  the  creek,  where  I  found  that  they  had 
passed  the  place  where  I  had  turned  off  and  had  gone  too  far  to  join  with  the  First 
Battalion,  and  seeing  other  troops  forming  for  the  charge,  I  formed  on  the  west 
bank. 

As  the  battalion  emerged  from  the  creek  the  fire  was  exceedingly  severe,  and  men 
were  dropping  on  all  sides  from  its  effects.  As  soon  as  a  line  was  formed  I  gave  the 
order  to  charge. 

The  advance  was  made  across  an  open  meadow,  subjected  to  heavy  and  effective 
fire  from  the  enemy.  There  were  with  the  battalion  at  this  time  the  greater  part  of 
Companies  H,  B,  and  C,  commanded  by  Capt.  A.  A.  Augur,  First  Lieut.  J.  D.  Leitch, 
and  Capt.  Charles  Dodge,  respectively,  D  Company,  commanded  by  Capt.  A.  C. 
Ducat,  having  left  the  column  and  charged  on  my  right,  as  they  recrossed  the  stream 
before  the  rest  of  the  battalion.  There  was  some  delay  in  getting  up  on  the  bank 
of  the  creek,  which  was  quite  steep,  on  account  of  a  wire  fence  at  the  top. 

Captain  Dodge,  who  commanded  Company  C,  had  provided  his  company  with  some 
wire  cutters,  which  were  very  useful  at  this  time,  and  as  this  work  was  done  by  him 
and  his  company  under  this  fire,  it  was  an  extremely  hazardous  task. 

The  battalion  re-formed  under  the  shelter  of  the  hill  after  crossing  the  meadow, 
and  then  charged  the  intrenchments  on  the  hill,  tearing  down  wire  fences  and  spring- 
ing over  obstructions  as  they  went.  When  crossing  the  meadow  I  was  some  distance 
ahead  of  my  battalion,  but  was  unable  to  keep  up  with  them  going  up  the  hill;  so 
that  part  of  the  battalion  arrived  at  the  crest  before  me.  Those  who  had  arrived 
were  engaged  in  firing  upon  the  retreating  Spaniards,  and  in  this  firing  each  com- 
pany of  my  battalion  was  represented.  Captain  Ducat  was  wounded  while  standing 
on  the  crest.  Upon  finding  that  I  was  the  ranking  officer  of  my  regiment  upon  the 
ground,  I  assumed  command  of  the  same  and  assembled  it,  assigning  each  company 
to  its  place. 

The  brigade  commander  ordered  me  to  dispose  my  regiment  so  as  to  hold  this  crest, 
ordering  C  and  G  companies  to  the  firing  line.  Capt.  J.  J.  Brereton  was  wounded 
while  on  this  dangerous  duty. 

About  an  hour  after,  an  officer  senior  to  me  having  arrived,  I  relinquished  com- 
mand. 

The  gallantry  and  bearing  shown  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regiment  under 
this  trying  ordeal  was  such  that  it  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  record.  The 
losses  of  the  regiment,  which  are  shown  by  the  official  records,  show  the  fire  they 
were  subjected  to.  The  casualties  were  greater  among  the  officers  than  the  men, 
which  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had  posted  in  the  trees  sharp- 
shooters, whose  principal  business  was  to  pick  them  off. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Wygant, 
Captain,  Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infantry,  Commanding  Second  Battalion. 


Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  9, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-Generax, 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on 
July  1,  1898,  having  reported  to  you  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum,  you  directed 
me  to  proceed  to  the  division  commander  for  reenforcements,  at  the  same  time  telling 
me  to  hurry  up  all  troops  in  rear.  I  cleared  the  road  for  some  little  distance  from  the 
ford  and  proceeded  up  the  path  along  the  stream  for  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter.     I 
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met  Major  Reade,  of  General  Kent's  staff,  to  whom  I  delivered  the  message  and  who 
directed  me  to  return,  ordering  all  troops  I  might  find  on  the  way  to  the  front 
and  engage  the  enemy.  On  my  return  I  directed,  by  General  Kent's  order,  a  field 
officer  of  the  Second  Infantry  to  more  down  the  path  with  his  command  rapidly, 
which  he  did.  I  then  directed  the  colonel  of  che  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers 
to  do  the  same,  but  on  reaching  the  head  of  the  regiment  I  found  the  road  blocked 
by  other  troops  and  the  regiment  turning  up  the  hill  to  the  left.  I  again  directed 
the  colonel  of  this  regiment  to  move  down  the  path,  and  he  replied  that  he  would  as 
soon  as  the  regiment  could  be  moved.  At  this  time  and  point  there  was  great  con- 
fusion, the  road  being  completely  blocked — the  troops  seeminrfy  not  knowing  where 
to  go.  The  congestion  of  the  road  and  the  very  severe  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  hill 
and  sharpshooters  in  the  trees  added  to  this  panicky  condition;  in  fact,  they  were 
at  this  place  turning  out  of  the  main  road  into  a  side  space  leading  up  the  hill  to  the 
left. 

After  some  difficulty  I  succeeded  in  getting  troops  to  move,  and  in  speaking  to  the 
Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  several  captains,  notably  Captain  Rafferty,  volun- 
teered to  move  forward  if  I  would  show  the  way,  which  I  did,  leaving  the  command 
(three  companies,  I  believe)  with  Captain  Rafferty  in  the  stream,  directly  in  front  of 
the  blockhouse  on  the  hill,  from  which  they  emerged  into  the  second  line,  moving 
toward  the  hill.  I  then  proceeded  to  join  my  regiment,  but  noticing  a  great  many 
men  under  the  bank  in  the  stream,  just  opposite  the  brickyard,  I  went  back  into  the 
stream  and  succeeded  in  getting  them  out  and  started  across  the  field,  after  which  I 
joined  my  regiment. 

Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  E.  Tayman, 
First  lAeutenant  and,  Adjutant,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 


Report  of  D  company.  Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infantry,  engagement  July  1, 1S98. 

The  regiment  marched  down  road  toward  Santiago  and  entered  part  of  road  sur- 
rounded by  brush  (very  thick).  Company  D  was  in  second  battalion  of  regiment. 
The  regiment  had  not  marched  very  far  along  this  narrow  road  (11  a.  m.)  when  it 
was  subjected  to  fire,  which  apparently  came  from  all  sides.  Men  lay  down  in 
road,  none  being  wounded  here.  Shortly  afterwards  an  order  came  to  move  across 
a  small  stream  (San  Jnan  River).  Captain  Ducat  led  his  company  across,  Second 
Lieutenant  Gurney  keeping  them  closed  up.  The  fire  here  was  terrific  from  Fort 
San  Juan  on  right,  and  from  sharpshooters  (Spanish),  whom  we  found  afterwards  in 
trees. 

The  company,  after  advancing  about  10  yards  beyond  stream,  went  through  barbed 
wire  fence  to  right  and  advanced  to  a  small  embankment  in  open  field  20  yards  to 
right  of  stream,  all  company  well  in  hand  at  this  point.  Captain  Ducat  here  gave 
command  to  advance,  and  the  whole  company,  in  good  order  in  line  of  skirmishers, 
followed  the  brave  example  of  its  captain  and  second  lieutenant.  The  company 
advanced  rapidly  over  open  ground  toward  Fort  San  Juan,  a  high  hill  in  front  of 
them,  and  arrived  at  bottom,  the  fire  killing  or  wounding  men  on  all  sides. 

Second  Lieut.  John  A.  Gurney,  shot  in  breast,  advancing  across  open,  died  shortly 
afterwards.  He  fought  with  extreme  bravery,  and  fell  due  to  exposure  in  keeping 
men  in  order  and  encouraging  them  on. 

First  Sergt.  Merriman  H.  Ellis,  shot  in  foot,  in  open. 

Corpl.  Pat  Keyes,  shot  both  legs,  in  open. 

Privates  Mason  Robinson,  shot  in  open,  back;  and  William  Johnson,  shot  in  open, 
arm. 

The  company  was  almost  exhausted  when  it  arrived  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  but 
it  continued  to  follow  the  courageous  and  determined  example  of  its  brave  com- 
mander, and  advanced  rapidly  up  the  hill.  The  Spaniards  broke  and  fled  from 
trenches.  Firing  continued  from  sharpshooters  (Spanish)  in  trees.  The  top  of  hill 
was  reached  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  and  tired  on  fleeing  Spaniards,  the  captain  himself 
taking  a  gun,  and  after  firing  two  shots  was  hit  by,  supposedly,  a  Spanish  sharp- 
shooter in  tree.  The  brave  company  commander  was  carried  from  field  with  wound 
in  hip.  Company  assembled  by  battalion  commander.  Compa.ny  D  was  first  com- 
pany of  regiment  to  arrive  on  hill  (Fort  San  Juan),  and  was  led  by  its  company  com- 
mander. 

After  fleeing  Spaniards  had  gotten  clear  of  hill  firing  commenced  from  Spanish 
trenches  in  front  and  about  800  yards  away.  This  was  kept  up  all  rest  of  day,  but 
company  lay  down  under  cover  of  hill  and  suffered  no  loss.  After  dark  trenches 
were  dug. 

The  whole  company  fought  bravely. 

Casualties,  July  1. — Capt.  Arthur  C.  Ducat,  jr.,  hip;  Second  Lieut.  John  A. 
Gurney,  breast,  died  in  twenty  minutes ;  First  Sergt.  Merriman  H.  Ellis,  foot ;  Corpl. 
Pat  Keyes,  legs;  Private  Mason  Robinson,  back;  Private  William  Johnson,  arm. 
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This  report  is  made  in  the  absence  of  D  company's  officers — Capt.  A.  C.  Ducat, 
wounded,  and  Second  Lieut.  John  A.  Gurney,  dead — from  close  inquiries  and  from 
my  personal  observation. 
Very  respectfully, 

Arthur  E.  Kerwin, 
Second  lAeutenanl,  Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infantry ,  Commanding  Company  J) , 


Tort  San  Juan, 
Province  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  IS,  1898. 
The  Adjutant  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  fighting  of  July  1  and  2  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  relative  to  my  company : 

At  about  12  o'clock  noon  on  the  1st  instant  my  company,  with  the  entire  regi- 
ment, was  halted  in  the  road  on  the  near  side  of  the  San  Juan  River  and  lay  there 
for  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  under  the  galling  fire  of  a  lot  of  expert  sharp- 
shooters. Our  orders  forbade  any  reply,  although  the  sharpshooters  were  in  the 
trees  near  us  across  the  river.  Under  this  fire  Corpl.  Aaron  Black  was  mortally 
wounded — shot  in  the  head — and  Privates  Samuel  Bridgewater  and  Pearl  Bonnselor 
were  shot  in  the  foot  and  leg,  respectively.  There  is  a  bend  in  the  road  to  the  front 
of  where  my  company  lay.  No  orders  reached  me  here  except  that  to  not  reply  to 
any  of  the  enemy's  fire. 

Lieutenant  Keene,  commanding  Company  E,  came  back  and  reported  to  me  for 
orders  as  the  senior  officer  with  the  battalion.  The  fire  had  affected  him  as  it  had 
me,  and  he  wanted  to  put  his  men  where  they  could  either  get  cover  or  reply  to  the 
fire.  I  thus  discovered  that  part  of  the  regiment  was  gone,  and  went  to  the  ford 
and  called  across  to  the  brigade  adjutant-general,  asking  for  orders  to  advance. 
He  directed  me  to  move  forward  across  the  stream. 

I  gave  this  instruction  to  Lieutenant  Keene,  who,  under  my  advice  and  instruction, 
took  a  left-hand  trail  under  cover.  Seeing  that  this  trail  woald  likely  become  con- 
gested if  I  tried  to  follow,  I  decided  to  push  directly  across  at  the  ford,  which  I  did. 

I  was  here  instructed  that  my  company  was  to  take  its  place  on  the  left  of  Com- 
pany E,  so  I  moved  down  the  creek  under  cover  of  the  bank  toward  my  place  in 
line.  I  was  moved  back  and  forth  in  the  stream  several  times,  and  finally  was  ordered 
to  move  on  to  the  left  and  try  to  get  the  enemy  in  flank. 

In  the  movements  across  the  stream  and  back  and  forth  in  its  bed  most  of  my  com- 
pany became  separated  from  me.  I  went  through  two  wire  fences  (across  the 
stream)  and  went  up  on  the  bank,  to  the  left  of  the  company  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Noyes,  Ninth  Infantry,  through  a  wire  fence  diagonally  across  the  field, 
through  two  more  wire  fences  (all  this  under  heavy  fire),  then  through  two  more 
fences  (at  the  foot  of  the  hill),  and  up  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  extreme  left. 

I  did  not  discover  the  smallness  of  my  command  until  after  I  debouched  into  the 
first  field.  When  I  went  up  the  hill  my  idea  was  to  get  a  flanking  fire  on  the  enemy. 
When  I  reached  the  top  he  had  retired.  My  command  (of  14  men)  was  under  fire 
from  two  houses  to  our  right  and  front  and  from  small  parties  of  the  enemy  across 
on  the  hill  beyond  our  line.  My  men  reported  seeing  Spaniards  in  these  two  houses, 
BO  I  fired  three  volleys  at  them,  which  caused  a  decided  commotion  among  them. 
Firing  was  then  begun  upon  them  from  the  blockhouse,  now  in  our  possession. 

Major  Boyle,  Ninth  Infantry,  here  came  up  and  I  reported  to  him  for  orders.  He 
directed  me  to  have  my  men,  in  connection  with  his  own,  throw  up  temporary  forti- 
fications (hasty  intrenchments),  which  I  did.  During  all  this  time  every  time  one  of 
onr  men  showed  himself  he  was  greeted  by  shots  from  the  enemy. 

The  Ninth  Infantry  having  taken  position,  I  went  to  get  permission  from  the  bri- 
gade commander  to  return  to  my  regiment  and  report  for  duty. 

The  following  named  men  were  killed :  Corpl.  Aaron  Black,  Private  Richard  Bis- 
sell.  Wounded — Corpl.  William  Tate,  Privates  George  Baylor,  Charles  Pope,  Frank 
Hill,  Samuel  Bridgewater,  Harry  Moore,  Henry  Miller,  and  Pearl  Bonnselor. 

On  the  night  of  the  1st  the  company  worked  under  my  supervision,  throwing  up 
intrenchments,  until  3  a.  m.  Much  of  the  work  was  done  with  bayonets,  the  com- 
pany tools  having  been  taken  away  from  us.  The  company  lay  in  the  trenches  all 
day  and  was  relieved  by  the  Seventy-first  New  York.  At  10.30  the  alarm  was  given 
and  we  moved  into  the  trenches  among  the  Seventy-first  New  York,  under  heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy.  Sergt.  Frank  Banks  was  shot  at  my  side  (and  has  since  died) 
as  we  were  moving  to  the  trenches.  We  poured  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  enemy  until 
the  "cease  firing"  was  sounded,  and  then  lay  in  the  trenches  until  (half  an  hour 
later)  the  enemy's  fire  stopped,  when  we  returned  to  our  places. 

During  the  whole  of  the  two  days  my  only  officer.  Lieutenant  Kerwin,  behaved  him- 
self with  coolness,  courage,  and  energy,  which  entitle  him  to  the  greatest  credit. 

It  would  be  hard  to  particularize  in  reporting  upon  the  men  of  the  company.  All — 
noncommissioned  officers,  privates,  even  newly  joined  recruits — showed  a  desire  to 
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do  their  duty,  yea,  more  than  their  duty,  -which  would  have  done  credit  to  seasoned 
veterans.    Too  much  can  not  be  said  of  their  courage,  willingness,  and  endurance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben.  W.  Leavbli,, 
Captain,  Tioenty-fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A. 


Camp  before  Santiago,  Cuba, 

July  IS,  1898. 
Adjutant  Twenty-fourth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  as  directed,  relating  to  the 
part  taken  by  Company  C,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  in  the  assault  on  Fort  San  Juan, 
before  Santiago,  Cuba,  on  July  1,  1898: 

The  company  left  camp  about  7.30  a.  m.  July  1,  1898,  and  marched  with  the  regi- 
ment to  the  front,  being  the  fourth  company  in  the  Second  Battalion,  which  was 
commanded  by  Capt.  Henry  Wygant,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  There  were  2  officers 
and  59  enlisted  men  who  marched  with  the  company. 

Just  before  reaching  the  San  Juan  River  the  battalion  was  ordered  to  lie  down  in 
the  road  under  cover  of  the  brush  and  jungle  to  escape  the  terrific  fire  that  was 
being  poured  in  from  the  right  flank.  This  road  was  occupied  by  a  great  number  of 
the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  who,  I  presumed,  like  ourselves,  were  wait- 
ing orders  to  move  to  the  front.  One  man  of  my  company  (Private  Augustus  Snoten) 
was  wounded  here  and  I  sent  him  to  the  rear  under  the  care  of  Sergeant  Staff.  This 
sergeant  subsequently  joined  the  company  and  participated  in  the  tight.  The  shoot- 
ing from  our  right,  while  in  the  road,  was  said  to  be  from  sharpshooters,  who  were 
firing  on  the  Thirteenth  Infantry,  immediately  on  our  right  and  front;  consequently 
my  company  was  not  allowed  to  fire,  and  at  this  time  it  was  well  in  hand.  The 
rapidity  of  the  firing  increasing  in  our  immediate  front,  and  believing  that  the 
services  of  my  company — the  last  in  column  in  the  regiment — were  needed,  and  not 
knowing  the  whereabouts  of  the  regiment  or  battalion  commander,  I  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  ordering  my  company  (C)  to  the  front  in  double  time,  and  passed 
on  the  road  a  portion  of  Company  H,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  under  command  of 
Second  Lieut.  C.  H.  Miller,  who  asked  me  what  he  should  do,  and  I  told  him  to  fol- 
low along.  My  company  soon  reached  the  crossing  in  the  San  Juan  River,  and  find- 
ing it  much  crowded  by  the  intermixing  of  troops,  I  pushed  it  to  the  left  down 
the  stream  for  about  100  yards,  and  here  we  found  a  barbed- wire  fence  which  cut  us 
off  from  the  field  over  which  we  had  to  advance.  The  fence  was  cut,  however,  by 
the  cutters  the  company  had  been  provided  with,  and  the  men  passed  in,  taking 
position  on  the  right  of  a  line  of  infantrymen — I  think  the  Ninth  Infantry— under  a 
bench  of  ground  found  at  this  point.  Company  B,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  com- 
manded by  First  Lieut.  J.  D.  Leitoh,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  followed  the  com- 
pany out  of  the  river.  All  this  time  the  company  was  under  a  very  severe  fire,  and 
the  men  behaved  splendidly. 

On  emerging  from  the  San  Juan  River  and  after  taking  position  in  the  open  field, 
I  met  Captain  Wygant,  who  ordered  me  to  withdraw  my  company  and  follow  him. 
This  I  did  by  passing  again  to  the  stream  with  my  company  and  marching  down  it 
to  a  point  that  brought  the  battalion  led  by  Captain  Wygant  to  a  point  in  the  open 
field  about  200  yards  farther  on  the  left  flank  of  the  firing  line.  Here  Captain 
Wygant  led  the  advance  and  commanded  the  movement  in  person.  In  this  march 
to  the  extreme  left  a  second  wire  fence  w^as  encountered,  but  this  also  we  were  able 
to  cut.  I  mention  the  cutting  of  the  wire  fences,  because  I  believe  that  each  com- 
pany should  be  provided  by  the  Government  with  a  suitable  number  of  cutters,  as  in 
this  instance,  at  least,  they  were  found  invaluable. 

In  the  charge  across  the  open  field  parts  of  Companies  C,  B,  and  H  participated, 
but  the  intermixing  of  all  troops  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  keep  all  of  my 
company  as  an  organization  together.  I  have,  however,  the  names  of  20  men  who 
actually  reached  the  trenches  at  Fort  San  Juan,  and  who  took  part  in  the  firing. 

The  company  was  assembled  by  order  of  Captain  Wygant,  the  battalion  com- 
mander, just  in  rear  of  the  crest  of  the  hill  (San  .Tuan),  and  Brigadier-General 
Hawkins  ordered  me  to  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill  with  my  company,  C,  and  this  I 
did  at  a  point  just  south  of  the  blockhouse,  which  was  still  under  fire.  I  was  subse- 
quently relieved  from  this  duty  by  order  of  Captain  Wygant,  the  battalion  com- 
mander, and  replaced  by  Company  B,  Twenty-fourth,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Leitoh. 

In  this  engagement  the  company  lost  among  the  enlisted  men,  1  killed;  6  wounded, 
and  1  missing  in  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Dodge, 
Captain,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  C. 
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Headquarters  Third  Brigade, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Fort  San  Juan,  before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5,  1898. 
Adjutant-Gbneral  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  commauding  officer,  Third  Brigade.) 

Sir  :  Inasmuch  as  the  Third  Brigade  had  no  commander  at  the  time  of  the  assault 
on  Fort  San  Juan,  July  1,  1898,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  three  senior  officers  fell 
within  a  space  of  about  ten  minutes,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  day's  engagement: 

The  brigade  left  camp,  as  hort  distance  east  of  the  divisionhospital,  at  about  7  a.  m., 
under  orders  delivered  to  me  by  an  aid  of  the  division  commander.  These  orders 
were  to  proceed  on  the  Santiago  road,  passing  the  Second  Brigade  In  camp,  catch 
up  with  the  rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  already  on  the  road,  and  follow  said  brigade 
until  further  orders.  The  road  was  evidently  badly  congested  somewhere  at  the 
front,  for  our  progress  was  slow.  When  the  head  of  the  brigade  was  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  westward  of  the  position  of  Captian  Grimes's  Battery  it  was 
absolutely  blocked  by  the  congestion  in  front,  and  we  found  we  were  under  fire. 
Several  men  of  the  Third  Brigade  and  of  the  troops  immediately  in  front  were  here 
wounded,  and  one  man  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  killed. 

At  this  point  1  was  directed  by  the  brigade  commander.  Colonel  Wikoff,  to  ride 
rapidly  to  the  rear,  iind  the  division  commander  if  possible,  report  the  condition  of 
affairs,  and  ask  for  directions  for  getting  the  brigade  into  line  where  they  could 
move  to  the  front  and  return  the  lire  they  were  receiving.  The  brushwood  was  so 
dense  to  the  front  and  on  the  flanks  of  the  brigade  that  no  idea  could  be  formed 
as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy  or  the  ground  to  be  occupied  by  the  brigade. 

I  rode  rapidly  to  the  rear  to  a  point  opposite  the  battery  on  the  hill,  where  I  found 
Colonel  McClernand,  adjutant-general  of  the  corps,  and  reported  to  him  the  situation 
and  the  purpose  for  which  I  had  been  sent  to  the  rear.  Colonel  McClernand  replied 
that  General  Kent  was  at  some  point  toward  the  front  ahead  of  the  Third  Brigade; 
that  the  brigade  should  move  to  the  left,  cross  the  creek,  and  form  line  where  they 
could  return  the  fire,  and  that  he  had  a  note  to  send  to  General  Kent  on  tliis  sub- 
ject. He  prepared  the  note  and  directed  me  to  ride  rapidly  forward  and  deliver  it 
to  General  Kent. 

I  found  General  Kent  at  a  point  on  the  road  where  a  trail  branches  toward  the 
left,  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek  (the  point  where  Colonel  Wikoff  has  since  been 
buried).  The  General  told  me  that  Colonel  Wikoff  had  turned  to  the  left  with  the 
head  of  the  brigade.  He  read  the  note  and  promptly  gave  me  the  following  instruc- 
tions :  "Hurry  forward  to  your  brigade  commander ;  tell  him  to  move  across  the  creek 
by  the  trail,  put  the  brigade  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  trail,  and  begin  the  attack  at 
once."  As  I  was  mounting  the  General  pointed  toward  the  trail,  where  members  of 
the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  were  lying  thickly  in  the  brushwood, 
and  said  to  me:  "Tell  the  brigade  to  pay  no  attention  to  this  sort  of  thing;  it  is 
highly  irregular." 

I  galloped  forward  to  the  creek,  crossing  over  hundreds  of  the  Seventy-flrst  New 
York  who  were  lying  in  the  road,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Wikoff,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  creek,  where  he  was  establishing  a  line  with  two  companies  of  the  Thirteenth 
Infantry,  which  had  already  crossed  the  creek.  The  First  Battalion  of  the  Thir- 
teenth infantry  was  almost  immediately  in  line  under  the  creek  bank  and  proceeded, 
under  the  personal  direction  of  Colonel  Wikoff,  to  cut  away  the  wire  fence  in  their 
front,  using  bayonets  for  the  purpose.  The  Second  Battalion  of  the  Thirteenth  was 
similarly  formed  to  the  left  of  the  First  Battalion.  The  First  Battalion  moved 
promptly  forward  into  the  long  grass  by  successive  lines  of  skirmishers  and  rushes. 
The  first  line  upon  reaching  a  slight  ridge  in  the  field,  100  yards  from  the  creek  bank, 
took  position  lying  down  and  was  rapidly  joined  by  the  other  lines  in  succession. 
The  Second  Battalion  pushed  promptly  forward,  prolonging  the  line  to  the  left.  A 
terrific  fire  was  continuously  poured  from  the  entire  line  upon  the  works  on  the  top 
of  the  hill  in  front — Fort  San  Juan. 

Just  as  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Thirteenth  had  formed  under  the  bank  of  the 
creek,  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  appeared  at  tlie  crossing,  and 
orders  were  delivered  by  me  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewers,  commanding,  to  cross  the 
creek,  hurry  to  the  left  under  cover  of  the  right  bank  of  the  creek,  put  the  regi^ 
ment  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  Thirteenth,  and  push  forward  at  once.  After  one 
battalion  of  the  Ninth  had  crossed  and  proceeded  to  the  left  the  head  of  the  column 
of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  appeared  at  the  crossing,  and  orders  were  delivered 
by  me,  exactly  the  same  as  those  delivered  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewers,  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Liscum,  commanding  the  regiment,  except  that  he  was  directed  to 
put  his  regiment  in  to  the  left  of  the  Ninth.  After  the  First  Battalion  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  had  crossed  the  creek  there  was  a  slight  delay  in  the  arrival  of  more 
troops  at  the  crossing,  and  Lieutenaut  Tayman,  adjutant  Twenty-fourth  Infantry, 
having  reported  to  me  with  a  message  from  liieutenant-Colonel  Liscum,  I  directed 
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him  to  proceed  back  on  the  trail  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  hurry  forward  to  the 
crossing  the  other  battalion  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  and  the  other  battalion  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 

It  was  just  at  this  stage  of  the  action  that  Colonel  Wikoff  received  a  bullet  wound 
through  the  chest  from  side  to  side,  which  caused  his  death.  He  had  daringly 
exposed  himself  from  the  beginning  of  the  action,  moving  about  well  up  on  the  high 
ground,  superintending  in  person  the  formation  and  advance  of  the  first  line.  He 
was  not  only  exposed  to  the  fire  delivered  to  the  line  in  front  of  him,  but  to  a  hot 
fire  being  constantly  directed  at  the  creek  crossing  in  front  of  which  he  stood  most 
of  the  time.  As  soon  as  I  could  move  Colonel  Wikoff  to  the  cover  of  the  creek  bank, 
secure  first  aid  for  him,  and  receive  his  messages,  I  reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Worth,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  that  Colonel  Wikoff  had  fallen,  and  that  he  (Colonel 
Worth)  was  the  senior  officer  of  the  brigade,  and  asked  him  if  he  did  not  desire 
some  other  officer  to  act  as  assistant  adjutant-general.  He  replied,  "  Oh,  no.  Go 
right  on." 

While  I  had  been  attending  to  Colonel  Wikoff  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Ninth 
Infantry  had  arrived,  crossed  the  creek,  and  lay  in  line  under  cover  of  the  right 
bank,  directly  in  rear  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry;  I  have  never  known  whether  by 
anyone's  order  or  not. 

The  Second  Battalion  of  the  Twenty-fourth  were  arriving  at  the  crossing,  and 
were  hurrying  down  the  creek  bottom  to  the  left.  At  this  time,  about  five  minutes 
after  I  had  reported  to  Colonel  Worth,  he  (Colonel  Worth)  was  seriously  wounded, 
and  I  hurried  toward  the  left  to  find  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lisoom  to  inform  him  that 
he  was  the  senior  officer  of  the  brigade.  Failing  to  find  Colonel  Liscom,  I  notified 
all  troops  I  passed  that  the  movement  was  to  be  forward  over  the  field  at  once. 
The  whole  line  moved  rapidly  across  the  field  and  up  the  hill,  the  Thirteenth 
Infantry  somewhat  in  advance,  well  toward  the  right,  and  directly  toward  the  block- 
house and  trenches.  I  went  up  the  hill  just  to  the  left  of  the  blockhouse,  just  in 
front  of  the  troops  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  I  passed 
General  Hawkins  midway  on  the  hill,  and  reported  to  him  that  the  Third  Brigade 
was  advancing  rapidly,  and  that  we  had  no  commanding  officer — I  had  learned  in 
the  meantime  from  an  officer  of  the  Twenty  fourth  Infantry  that  Colonel  Liscom  had 
fallen  and  had  been  sent  to  the  rear.  Again,  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill,  I 
reported  to  General  Hawkins  for  orders,  and  he  directed  me  to  have  the  regiments 
formed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  along  and  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  wait  for 
further  orders.  While  the  formation  was  in  progress  I  found  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ewers,  Ninth  Infantry,  reported  to  him  as  senior  officer  of  the  brigade,  and  he  at 
once  assumed  command. 

The  following  are  the  losses  in  the  brigade  during  the  action  as  determined  to  this 
date  (July  5).  All  but  a  very  few  of  the  casualties  occurred  before  the  brigade 
reached  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  exact  number  of  casualties  after  reaching  the  top  of 
the  hill  can  be  readily  ascertained. 


Organization. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Aggre- 

Killed. 

"Wounded. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

gate. 

Colonel  "Wikoff,  Twenty-second  Infantry  . . . 

1 
1 
2 
2 

3 

16 
15 

27 
84 
76 

1 
3 
5 

32 

Thirteenth  Infantry 

5 
6 

110 

Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

104 

Total 

6 

11 

34 

m 

9 

246 

ADDITIONAL  rNPOEMATION. 

The  main  road  for  some  distance  before  reaching  the  trail  turning  to  the  left,  and 
this  trail  down  the  left  bank  of  the  stream,  were  both  through  dense  underbrush,  and 
one  could  see  nothing  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  nor  form  any  idea  of  the  direc- 
tions to  be  followed  for  line  of  battle  until,  having  crossed  the  creek,  he  came  onto 
■  the  open  ground  above  the  right  bank  of  the  stream.  I  was  assisted  most  materially 
in  comprehending  the  situation,  and  consequently  in  directing  troops  to  their  posi- 
tions, by  a  message  received  from  Colonel  Liscom  and  a  note  from  Lieut.  C.  R.  Noyes, 
Ninth  Infantry,  both  to  the  effect  that  if  more  troops  could  be  thrown  to  tlieir  left 
the  position  for  a  flank  movement  up  the  hill  would  be  secured.  The  position 
attacked  and  assaulted  by  the  Third  Brigade  consists  of  a  large  brick  house  heavily 
fortified  with  earth  and  rook,  four  trenches  of  considerable  length  each,  and  several 
short  trenches.  The  works  are  located  at  the  top  of  a  hill,  the  average  slope  of  which 
is  about  45  degrees  from  the  horizontal.  The  average  slant  height  of  the  hill  is 
estimated  at  110  yards.    The  shortest  distance  passed  over  by  troops  in  open  ground 
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between  the  creek  bank  and  base  of  the  hill  is  550  yards.  The  space  covered  on  the 
hillside  by  the  ascent  of  the  Third  Brigade  is  from  a  point  directly  below  the  block- 
house to  the  left  of  tiie  spur  leading  toward  the  pond,  to  a  point  about  100  yards  to 
the  left  of  the  junction  of  road  with  base  of  hill.  This  road  may  be  described  as 
first  main  road  leading  from  creek  to  base  of  hill  left  of  fortiiied  position  and  con- 
necting with  ramp  road  to  top  of  hill.  There  seems  to  have  been  difficulty  in  trans- 
mitting to  organizations  the  orders  delivered  to  the  regimental  commanders,  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  officers  had  to  be  sent  to  the  rear  to  communicate  these  orders  to 
troops  after  heads  of  regiments  had  crossed  the  creek  and  passed  to  the  left,  and 
to  the  fact  that  company  commanders  reached  the  crossing  and  called  across  for 
orders.  This  state  of  affairs  can  be  easily  understood  when  the  tliickness  of  the 
brushwood  is  considered,  and  the  fact  that  the  entire  brigade  stumbled  through  and 
over  hundreds  of  men  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  invite  special  attention  to  the  promptness  and  order  with 
which  the  first  regiment  on  the  ground  (the  Thirteenth  Infantry)  formed  line  and 
moved  to  the  front,  and  to  the  gallant  and  heroic  attack  made  by  this  regiment  from 
the  open  ground  while  the  other  two  regiments  were  being  crossed  and  moved  to 
the  left. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscom  and  Lieuteuant-Colonel  Ewers  displayed  great  energy 
and  promptness  in  placing  troops  to  the  left  of  the  Thirteenth.  By  an  error  in  judg- 
ment of  distance,  or  some  other  cause.  Colonel  Liscom's  First  Battalion  was  in  the 
immediate  left  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry,  with  Colonel  Ewers's  First  Battalion 
immediately  to  Colonel  Liscom's  left.  This  brought  a  part  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry  under  a  very  galling  fire  as  they  crossed  the  field,  and  no  doubt  accounts, 
to  a  great  extent,  for  the  heavy  loss  in  this  regiment.  The  First  Battalion  of  the 
Ninth  Infantry,  being  a  little  farther  to  the  left,  was  not  so  much  exposed  to  the 
direct  fire  of  the  enemy  and  the  losses  were  lighter.  After  the  Thirteenth  Infantry 
moved  forward  to  ascend  the  hill  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  moved 
out  from  behind  the  creek  bank  across  the  field  and  up  the  hill  directly  toward  the 
blockhouse.  Organizations  of  the  brigade  along  its  entire  length  reached  the 
crest  of  the  hillln  time  to  j oin  with  the  Thirteenth  in  a  fire  against  the  retreating 
Spaniards. 

When  the  head  of  the  brigade  reached  the  creek  crossing  there  was  firing  to  the 
right  and  slightly  to  the  front,  evidently  from  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
The  firing  at  the  creek  crossing  from  the  enemy  was  very  hot  from  the  time  the  head 
of  the  brigade  reached  that  point  until  the  troops  had  all  crossed. 

Lieutenant  Koehler,  Ninth  Infantry,  Lieutenant  Malone,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  of 
the  brigade  staff,  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  transmitting  orders,  both  to  the 
line  in  front  and  to  the  troops  coming  up,  repeatedly  exposing  themselves  to  the 
murderous  fire  being  directed  against  our  line  and  at  the  crossing.  Lieutenant 
Tayman,  adjutant  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  rendered  valuable  service  in  communi- 
cating instructions  to  the  troops  on  the  trail,  thus  insuring  their  prompt  arrival  at 
the  crossing.  Lieutenant  Tayman  reports  to  me  that  after  delivering  these  messages 
he  rallied  a  battalion  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  from  the  trail  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  creek,  brought  them  across  the  creek  and  to  the  top  of  the  hill. 
I  saw  Lieutenant  Tayman  and  a  battalion  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  at  the  top 
of  the  hill  a  few  minutes  after  the  Third  Brigade  had  reached  the  top.  I  have 
invited  Lieutenant  Tayman  to  make  a  brief  report  of  what  he  did  under  the  orders 
to  go  back  on  the  trail  with  nxessages.    This  report  will  be  forwarded  if  received. 

The  following  is  the  order  of  march  of  the  Third  Brigade  on  July  1  in  proceeding 
to  the  front:  Thirteenth  Infantry  at  head  of  column ;  Ninth  Infantry  next ;  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry  at  rear. 

The  following  is  the  order  in  which  the  troops  arrived  at  the  crossing  and  crossed 
the  creek:  The  Thirteenth  Infantry;  First  Battalion  of  the  Ninth  Infantry;  First 
Battalion,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry;  Second  Battalion,  Ninth  Infantry  ;  Second  Bat- 
talion, Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  This  alternating  of  battalions  of  the  Ninth  Infantry 
and  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  may  have  been  due  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  instruc- 
tions to  the  rear,  and  to  the  incumbrance  and  confusion  on  the  trail  caused  by  the 
Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers. 

The  officers  sent  with  orders  to  the  rear  to  the  troops  on  the  trail  were  directed, 
in  addition  to  delivering  these  messages,  to  caution  the  Seventy-first  not  to  fire,  as 
our  troops  were  in  their  front. 

Some  systematic  firing  was  heard  during  the  action  from  a  hill  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  creek.    This  is  supposed  to  have  been  from  troops  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

There  were  occasionally  shots  which  came  from  the  rear,  without  doubt,  and  were 
not  directed  over  our  troops.  Casualties  caused  by  shots  from  sharpshooters  in  trees 
seem  beyond  question  to  have  occurred. 

A  sketch  of  the  battle  ground  is  being  prepared  to  append  to  this  report.  If  not 
completed  in  time  to  accompany  the  report  it  will  be  submitted  later. 

Aside  &om  officers  who  carried  orders  and  directions  directly  from  me  and  the 
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officers  to  wliom  I  directly  commanicated  orders,  I  have  not  considered  it  within  my 
province  to  make  direct  personal  mention.  This  I  have  left  for  regimental  and  bat- 
talion commanders,  as  they  had  better  opportunities  for  continued  observation  of 
the  troops  of  their  commands. 

The  points  on  the  hill  at  which  each  company  of  the  brigade  made  the  ascent  have 
been  respectively  established,  but  as  I  was  a  witness  to  the  arrival  at  the  summit  of 
less  than  one-third  of  these  companies,  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  enumerate 
them. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  brigade  is  bounded  on  the  loft  by  the  road  heretofore 
described  as  leading  from  the  creek  to  the  ramp  road  up  the  hill,  and  this  road  is 
bounded  on  either  side  by  barbed- wire  fence.  The  direction  of  this  road  is  such  that 
the  space  was  rapidly  contracted  as  the  line  moved  forward  to  the  base  of  the  hill. 
In  this  move  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  obliqued  considerably  to  the  right,  thus  giving 
space  for  the  other  regiments  to  move  forward  without  undue  crowding.  The  space 
was  further  extended  by  three  companies  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  breaking  through 
the  road  fences  near  the  base  of  the  hill  and  moving  up  the  hill  to  the  left  of  the 
road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wendell  L.  Simpson, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Ninth  Infantry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  7, 1898. 
The  Brigade  Commander, 

Hiird  Brigade,  First  Division,  Vifth  Army  Corps. 
Sir:  One  item,  inadvertently  omitted  in  my  report;  of  the  5th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  supply,  and  request  that  it  be  forwarded  with  your  report,  viz : 

When  I  reached  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  Third  Brigade,  bearing  orders  for 
the  brigade  commander  from  General  Kent,  Colonel  Wikotf  had  crossed  the  creek 
and  turned  to  the  right  with  the  iirst  battalion  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry.  Upon 
joining  Colonel  WikofF,  I  told  him  that  General  Kent's  orders  were  to  put  the  bri- 
gade into  line  on  the  left  of  the  trail,  and  that  I  believed  he  was  then  in  rear  of  the  Six- 
teenth Infantry  and  in  front  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York.  Colonel  Wikoff  at  once 
moved  the  battalion  back  to  the  left  of  the  trail  and  formed  the  line,  as  described  in 
my  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wendell  L.  Simpson, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Aid-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Infantry, 

Fort  Sail  Juan,  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  Third  Brigade, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Ninth 
Infantry  in  the  capture  of  Fort  San  Juan  on  the  1st  of  July,  1898: 

Marching  toward  the  enemy's  position,  the  regiment  came  under  fire  of  their  bat- 
teries at  about  9.30  a.  m.  and  a  few  minutes  later  under  fire  of  their  small  arms.  The 
regiment  was  halted  facing  the  left  of  the  road  and  blanket  rolls  removed.  After 
this  halt  of  a  few  moments,  during  which  such  cover  from  the  enemy's  fire  as  was 
possible  was  taken,  the  regiment  again  moved  forward.  During  this  time  the 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry  continued  its  march  and  one  battalion  came  alongside  of 
the  second  battalion  of  my  regiment.  Captain  Bowman,  Ninth  Infantry,  command- 
ing the  battalion,  reports  that  he  was  ordered  by  the  divisiou  commander.  General 
Kent,  to  allow  the  first  battalion  of  the  Twenty -fourth  to  pass  him.  This  caused  a 
considerable  distance  between  battalions.  The  march  of  the  regiment  was  also 
impeded  by  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  which  was  halted  in  and  along- 
side the  road.  When  nearing  the  crossing  of  the  San  Juan  River,  the  first  battalion 
was  closed  upon  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  and  orders  were  sent  to  the  rear  to  hurry 
forward  the  second  battalion. 

As  the  head  of  the  regiment  crossed  the  San  Juan  River  it  was  ordered  by  Colonel 
Wikoff,  commanding  brigade,  to  turn  to  the  left  and  move  down  the  right  bank. 

The  second  battalion  soon  arrived,  but  in  the  meantime  the  position  it  was  to  take 
was  occupied  by  other  troops. 
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The  order  to  advance  was  given  and  the  first  battalion,  under  direction  of  Lieut. 
Col.  E.  P.  Ewers,  Ninth  Infantry,  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  by  me,  and  advanced 
rapidly  upon  the  enemy,  charging  his  works  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill  to  the  left  of 
the  blockhoiise.  The  second  battalion,  under  Capt.  A.  H.  Bowman,  Ninth  Infantry, 
was  formed  as  support  to  the  first  line  and  followed  it  closely  to  the  enemy's  works. 
The  regiment  was  under  a  heavy  fire  during  the  march  and  halts  for  at  least  thirty 
minutes  on  a  road  inclosed  by  dense  undergrowth  without  knowing  the  enemy's 
position. 

The  officers  behaved  with  coolness  and  gallantry  and  there  was  no  timidity  or 
shirking  on  the  part  of  the  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Boyle, 
Major,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Fort  San  Juan,  July  11,  1898. 
ADJtlTANT,  Ninth  United  States  Infantry. 

SiK;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Com- 
pany B,  Ninth  Infantry,  during  the  engagement  of  July  1,  1898. 

Camp  was  broken  a.  m.  and  the  battalion  formed.  Company  B  being  the  second 
company  in  line  of  Second  Battalion.  We  marched  southwest,  and  when  under 
Posen  Hill  came  under  the  outer  fringe  of  the  enemy's  fire.  Marching  a  few  hundred 
yards  farther  blanket  rolls  were  taken  off.  The  march  was  resumed  for  a  few  hun- 
dred yards,  when  a  halt  was  ordered  and  the  company  formed,  facing  to  the  left  on 
the  edge  of  the  road,  by  order  of  the  battalion  commander.  Scouts  were  sent  for- 
ward to  the  left.  No  enemy  being  found  in  that  direction  the  company  was  again 
ordered  forward,  and  now  came  under  fire  (infantry)  more  or  less  severe.  We  were 
again  halted  and  ordered  to  take  cover  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road,  which 
was  done.  Here  Private  Thomas  Longway  was  killed  and  Private  Louis  Caulfield 
and  Corporal  James  O'Eeilly  wounded.  Orders  then  came  from  the  regimental  com- 
mander to  move  forward  immediately,  and  the  company  started  at  the  double  time 
and  crossed  the  San  Juan  River.  We  were  then  halted  and  placed  under  cover  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river.  The  enemy's  fire  here  was  very  severe,  but  the  company 
sustained  no  loss.  In  about  five  minutes  the  position  of  the  company  was  changed 
in  order  to  form  the  battalion  in  line  of  battle.  At  this  time  an  officer,  representmg 
Brigadier-General  Hawkins,  brought  a  request  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  troops 
moving  upon  San  Juan  Hill.  I  asked  the  battalion  adjutant  for  orders.  He  replied 
there  were  none.  The  above-mentioned  officer  again  made  a  most  urgent  request, 
saying  that  troops  were  needed  to  move  up  the  hill.  I  at  once  moved  the  company 
up,  as  requested,  charging  across  the  field  and  up  the  hill.  During  the  charge  the 
troops  already  on  the  enemy's  works,  and  to  whose  support  I  took  the  company, 
made  urgent  appeals  to  me  to  hurry,  calling  out  that  the  enemy  was  returning.  On 
arriving  at  the  crest  of  the  hill  I  put  the  company  in  the  trench  to  the  left  of  the 
blockhouse  on  Fort  San  .Juan  and  delivered  fire  on  some  retreating  Spaniards.  There 
were  but  few  troops  surrounding  the  fort  when  the  company  arrived,  not  more 
than  two  squads  on  the  works  to  the  left  of  the  blockhouse.  The  company  was  soon 
withdrawn  from  this  position  and  placed  on  a  ridge  some  200  yards  farther  to  the 
front,  and  remained  there  until  after  sunset  putting  up  hasty  intrenohments  with 
the  bayonet  and  meat  cans. 

The  men  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  bravery. 

Lieut.  L.  B.  Lawton,  Ninth  Infantry,  on  duty  as  assistant  quartermaster,  Ninth 
Infantry,  joined  the  company  near  the  crossing  of  the  San  Juan  and  remained  with 
the  company  during  the  rest  of  the  fight. 

While  under  my  command  he  (Lieutenant  Lawton)  behaved  with  great  coolness 
and  greatly  assisted  me  in  keeping  the  company  in  good  order. 

The  march  from  the  Posen  Hill  to  the  San  Juan  River  was  made  under  great  diffi- 
culty, owing  to  seemingly  stampeded  squads  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volun- 
teers returning  from  the  front. 

KBCAPITULATION. 

Killed:  Officers,  none;  noncommissioned  officer,  1;  private,  1.  Wounded:  Offi- 
cers, none;  noncommissioned  ofiScer,  1;  private,  1. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Brewster, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry. 
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Fort  San  Juan, 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  11,  1898. 
Adjutant  Ninth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir;  In  compliance  with  iDstructions  from  yonr  office  of  this  date  regarding  the 
part  taken  by  my  'ompany  (A)  in  the  action  at  this  point  on  July  1,  1898,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  July  1  the  company  left  camp  midway  between  Sevilla  and 
Fort  San  Juan,  and  proceeded  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment  toward  the  front. 

It  soon  came  within  the  zone  of  the  small-arm  and  shrapnel  fire  of  the  enemy, 
from  whose  sight  it  was  as  yet  hidden  by  the  dense  foliage. 

The  rolls  and  haversacks  were  removed  near  El  Poso,  after  which  the  second  bat- 
talion formed  a  skirmish  line  facing  the  hills  to  the  south. 

The  company  sent  out  scouts  into  the  brush  and  advanced  a  short  distance. 

The  battalion  was  then  again  re-formed  on  the  road  and  proceeded  to  the  front, 
Company  A  following  Company  B.  It  was  halted  in  the  lane  leading  to  the  ford, 
and  remained  here  for  some  time  under  a  severe  and  galling  fi.re,  to  which  it  was 
totally  unable  to  reply.  Private  Walker  was  killed  at  this  point.  Seeing  Company 
B  move  to  the  front,  I  ordered  Company  A  forward  at  a  run  in  single  tile,  halting 
this  side  the  ford,  and  called  to  the  battalion  adjutant  if  the  company  was  to  cross. 

On  his  affirmative  reply,  I  moved  the  company  across  the  river,  taking  shelter 
under  the  overhanging  bank,  and  remained  for  some  time  under  a  heavy  fire. 

I  was  finally  ordered  by  the  regimental  commander,  Major  Boyle,  to  move  down 
the  bed  of  the  river,  then  by  the  right  flank,  and  then  formed  line  of  skirmishers  to 
the  left  front,  Company  B  being  on  my  right.  The  company  moved  forward  in 
excellent  order  toward  the  hill,  advanced  up  the  hill,  and,  on  reaching  the  crest, 
was  at  once  sent  to  the  left  of  the  ridge  and  ordered  to  intrench  its  position.  Work- 
ing zealously  1o  obtain  cover,  the  men  displayed  great  cheerfulness  and  coolness. 

The  men  can  nob  be  too  highly  commended  for  their  coolness  and  discipline  under 
trying  circumstances. 

Private  Spicer  has  been  missing  since  July  1,  and  it  is  conjectured  that  he  was 
also  killed  before  we  crossed  the  stream. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.   H.    SCHOEFFEL, 

First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A. 


San  Juan  Hili,,  July  11, 1898. 
Regimental  Adjutant  Ninth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Com- 
pany C,  Ninth  Infantry,  in  the  action  of  July  1,  1898 : 

The  company  marched  with  the  regiment  from  its  camp  of  the  preceding  night, 
second  in  column  and  following  Company  H ;  came  under  fire  soon  after  crossing  a 
stream,  near  which,  on  the  left  of  the  road,  one  of  our  batteries  was  engaging  the 
enemy's  artillery.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  on  company  was  halted  and  ordered 
to  pile  the  blanket  rolls.  At  this  time  we  were  in  a  narrow  road  bordered  with  thick 
underbrush.  After  piling  blanket  rolls,  company  lay  in  the  bushes  a  few  minutes, 
and  received  what  appeared  to  be  a  volley  of  musketry.  Sergt.  John  W.  Lattimore 
was  wounded  in  the  leg.  Company  moved  forward  a  short  distance,  and  then, 
under  orders  of  regimental  or  battalion  commander,  formed  line  to  the  left,  advanced 
a  short  distance,  breaking  through  the  brush,  and  lying  down  in  a  partially  cleared 
space,  facing  rising  ground.  Scouts  were  ordered  forward,  but  almost  immediately 
the  line  was  moved  to  the  rear  into  a  deep  wash  on  the  right  of  the  road.  Was  then 
ordered  to  move  forward,  i.  e.,  in  the  direction  of  the  road,  and  began  marchingdown 
dry  wash,  but  soon  climbed  up  to  the  road.  The  column  turned  to  the  left  at  the  forks 
of  the  road,  where  the  division  commander  was  standing,  and  found  the  Seventy-first 
New  York  Regiment  scattered  along  the  right  side  of  road  or  path,  lying  on  the  ground, 
close  to  the  bushes.  Wounded  of  that  regiment  were  being  carried  to  the  rear.  I 
supposed  the  regiment  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers ;  and  when  the  leading  com- 
pany of  our  regiment  halted,  a  few  minutes  later,  I  imagined  we  would  form  "  On 
right  into  line"  as  skirmishers,  facing  woods  on  right.  I  therefore  marched  into  or 
through  Company  H  part  way,  but  was  immediately  ordered  back  by  its  commander. 
Captain  Foote.  The  company  crowded  back  a  short  distance,  became  somewhat 
mixed  with  Company  H,  and  lay  in  the  bushes,  which  were  thick  on  both  sides. 
Were  under  fire  at  this  time,  bullets  apparently  coming  from  trees  across  the  creek. 
While  lying  there  a  company  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  marched  up  into  our 
column ;  it  also  halted  and  became  mixed  with  ours.  In  very  few  minutes  I  heard 
an  order  given  by  Lieutenant  Koehler,  of  Colonel  Wikoflf's  staflf,  and  repeated  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewers,  for  the  Ninth  Infantry  to  move  forward.  Jumping  up,  I 
called  to  Company  C  to  move  forward  and  hasten  to  overtake  Company  H,  which 
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■was  closing  up.  At  this  time  a  portion  of  rear  of  Company  C  got  separated  from 
rest  of  company,  but  followed  as  soon  as  the  forward  movement  was  discovered, 
■without,  however,  overtaking  the  part  of  the  company  with  me.  It  joined  in  the 
advance  with  other  companies  of  the  regiment.  Coming  to  the  crossing  of  the  San 
Juan  River,  and  following  closely  on  Company  H,  I  crossed  and  conducted  the  com- 

gany  to  the  left  of  that  company,  which  apparently  formed  line,  facing  the  block- 
ouse  called  Fort  San  Juan,  which  was  now  in  full  view  across  an  open  field.    Privates 
Leary  and  McAllister  were  wounded  during  this  advance. 

The  company  was  now  on  the  left  of  Company  H  and  on  the  extreme  left  of  the 
line  of  troops  facing  the  fort,  and  was  concealed  from  fire  of  fort  by  lying  in  tall 
grass  and  behind  the  high  bank  of  the  stream  (San  Juan  River).  Private  Henry, 
2d,  was,  however,  wounded  at  this  tiuii;.  I  was  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
extending  the  line  to  the  left,  as  I  observed  but  little  fire  from  the  hill  immediately 
in  our  front,  and  wrote  a  note  to  the  brigade  commander  to  that  effect,  sending  it 
to  him  by  Private  Savage,  who  went  unhesitatingly  under  fire  and  delivered  it  to 
Lieutenant  Simpson.  For  about  ten  minutes  the  fire  was  incessant  from  troops 
which  had  crossed  the  river  and  gone  into  action  immediately  in  advance  of  the 
crossing.  But  observing  that  those  troops  were  beginning  to  move  forward  in  large 
groups,  I  ordered  Company  C  to  advance.  The  company  crossed  the  field  under 
lire,  being  partially  concealed  by  scattered  trees  and  tall  grass.  Private  Tryouwas 
wounded  in  tlie  leg  during  this  advance.  Inclining  slightly  to  the  left  tbe  company 
passed  through  two  wire  fences  bordering  on  road  which  ran  toward  the  base  of  the 
hill,  then  pulled  down  a  section  in  each  of  two  wire  fences  at  the  base  of  the  hill, 
and  forming,  with  scouts  ahead,  moved  up  the  slope,  which  was  very  steep,  about 
150  feet  high.  There  was  no  return  fire,  and  the  crest  was  attained  without  casualty 
about  150  yards  to  the  left  of  the  blockhouse,  at  a  point  near  which  headquarters  of 
the  Third  Brigade  was  afterwards  established.  Arriving  on  the  crest,  volleys  were 
fired  at  the  enemy,  who  were  seen  retreating  down  the  road. 

The  company  was  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  with  which  it  advanced,  except- 
ing a  small  detachment  of  Captain  Leavell's  company,  which  was  led  down  the 
stream  by  him  to  our  left  and  then  forward.  The  troops  on  the  right  appeared  to 
be  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  but  I  was  too  far  from  them  so  see  exactly  who  they 
were. 

That  night  and  the  following  day  the  company  was  on  picket  in  advance  of  the 
line,  and  lay  in  shelter  trenches  which  were  constructed  by  aid  of  the  bayonets. 
The  fire  from  the  enemy  was  almost  continuous  ou  the  2d.     Two  men  were  wounded, 
viz,  Privates  Quirk  and  Dunford. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.   R.  NOYES, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  C. 


Headquarters,  Third  Brigade, 

First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  7,  1S98. 
Adjutant-General  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  the  attack  and 
assault  upon  Fort  San  Juan,  July  1,  1898,  and  the  continued  action  of  July  1,  2, 
and  3. 

Upon  proceeding  forward  to  position  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  I  was  m  command 
of  the  Ninth  Infantry.  The  conditions  under  which  the  forward  movement  was 
made  and  the  time  occupied  are  sufficiently  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  reports 
of  battalion  and  regimental  commanders,  herewith  inclosed.  Upon  reachmg  the 
creek  crossing  on  the  trail  leading  down  the  left  bank  of  the  creek,  I  received  orders 
from  the  brigade  commander,  delivered  by  the  acting  assistant  adjutant-genera! — 
Lieutenant  Simpson — to  proceed  down  the  creek  bottom  and  put  the  regiment  in  to 
the  left  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry.  The  First  Battalion  of  my  regiment,  commanded 
by  Major  Boyle,  under  my  direction,  complied  promptly  with  these  directions ;  but 
upon  forming  line  and  moving  to  the  front  found  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum 
and  a  part  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  had  been  wedged  in  between  the  First 
Battalion  and  the  Thirteenth  Infantry.  The  First  Battalion  therefore  gave  way 
somewhat  to  the  left,  to  avoid  a  crowding  of  the  lines  and  massing  of  the  men,  and 
moved  forward  with  the  general  line  across  the  field  and  up  the  hill. 

The  Second  Battalion  of  the  Ninth  Infantry,  Captain  Bowman,  commanding,  hav- 
ing been  separated  from  the  First  Battalion — as  I  have  learned  since  by  the  interven- 
tion of  other  troops — I  sent  an  officer  back  on  the  trail  to  hurry  it  forward.  After 
reaching  the  top  of  the  hill  I  ascertained  that  this  battalion,  after  crossing  the  creek, 
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formed  line  in  reserve  under  the  right  bank  of  the  creek  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
the  Thirteenth  Infantry,  and  moved  forward  from  this  position  when  the  general 
forward  movement  up  the  hill  commenced. 

A  short  time  after  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  I  found  I  was  the  senior  officer 
present  with  the  brigade,  and  I  at  once  assumed  command. 

As  I  was  not  in  command  of  the  brigade  until  after  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill, 
I  am  necessarily  unacquainted  with  all  of  the  orders,  directions,  and  movements  of 
the  various  parts  of  the  brigade  prior  to  that  time,  excepting  only  those  of  my  own 
regiment.  Upon  my  invitation.  Lieutenant  Simpson  has  submitted  a  report  in 
regard  to  the  movement  of  the  troops  of  the  brigade,  based  upon  information  and 
observations  gained  as  acting  assistant  adjutant-general. 

This  report  has  already  been  forwarded  by  my  indorsement,  adopting  the  same  as 
a  portion  of  the  brigade  report,  and  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  here  repeat  or 
duplicate  the  facts  therein  set  forth. 

Immediately  after  assuming  command  of  the  brigade,  I  had  the  regiments  formed 
along  and  in  rear  of  the  crest  of  the  hill  from  the  blockhouse  toward  the  left,  and 
hasty  Intrenohments  along  the  crest  were  at  once  commenced.  The  formation  of 
the  brigade  at  this  time  was — Twenty-fourth  Infantry  on  the  right,  Ninth  Infantry  in 
the  center.  Thirteenth  Infantry  on  the  left.  Early  in  the  afternoon,  under  directions  of 
the  division  commander,  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  was  sent  to  the  right  to  support  the 
First  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry  (Rough  Eiders'),  and  was  not  returned  to  the 
brigade  until  the  2d  instant. 

The  fighting  continued  the  balance  of  the  day  until  dark,  all  day  on  the  2d,  and  on 
the  3d  until  nearly  noon.  Although  under  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  both  artillery 
and  infantry,  the  fire  from  the  Third  Brigade  was  confined  to  a  limited  number  of 
men  from  each  regiment. 

During  the  attack  made  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  the 
enemy  was  located  and  fired  upon  by  portions  of  the  Ninth  and  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  to  the  brigade  on  the  2d  instant,  the 
regiment  was  located  on  the  flat  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  there  held  in  reserve 
unti  1  the  evening  of  the  5th,  when  they  were  sent  to  relieve  the  Twenty-fourth  Infan- 
try in  the  trenches. 

Lists  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  by  regiments,  and  reports  of  battalion  and 
regimental  commanders  accompany  this  report. 

As  regimental  commander  of  the  Ninth  Infantry  up  to  the  time  the  brigade  reached 
the  top  of  the  hill,  I  wish  to  say  that,  within  the  scope  of  my  knowledge  and  obser- 
vation, there  was  in  all  cases,  both  on  the  part  of  officers  and  men,  most  attentive 
and  prompt  obedience  to  all  instructions  and  orders. 

As  brigade  commander  at  the  present  time  I  find  it  difficult  to  express  in  proper 
terms  the  commendation  due  the  brigade  for  the  persistent,  heroic,  and  gallant 
attack  against  an  apparently  impregnable  position,  and  for  the  important  victory 
which  they  so  bravely  helped  to  win. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Ewers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


Camp  ndar  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  11, 1898. 
Adjutant  Ninth  Infantry. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing concerning  the  participation  of  my  company  in  the  engagement  of  the  1st 
instant : 

July  1  the  company  left  camp  at  an  early  hour  and  proceeded  with  the  remainder 
of  the  regiment  in  the  direction  of  Santiago,  its  position  in  column  being  last.  The 
road  was  overcrowded  and  progress  slow.  Near  the  position  taken  up  by  the  light 
battery,  on  the  left,  packs  were  deposited.  Here  one  man  was  wounded  in  the  foot, 
probably  by  shrapnel  from  the  enemy.  A  short  time  after  leaving  this  point  we 
came  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  Several  hundred  yards  before  reaching 
the  San  Juan  River  the  column  again  halted.  The  road  was  here  occupied  by  the 
Seventy-first  New  York  Infantry.  To  lessen  confusion  and  prevent  unnecessary 
intermingling  I  requested  an  officer  of  that  regiment  I  found  near  to  keep  his  com- 
mand on  one  side  of  the  road,  leaving  me  the  other.  This  he  declined  to  do.  From 
this  point  I  could  see  the  blockhouse  in  our  present  vicinity,  looking  over  the  road 
to  our  front.  Here  1  observed  a  number  of  casualties  in  my  immediate  neighborhood, 
though  none  in  my  company.  An  officer,  I  think  Lieutenant  Koehler,  Niiith  Infantry, 
rode  back  from  the  direction  of  our  front  and  stated  that  we  were  needed  at  once. 
I  started  forward  promptly,  at  a  rapid  gait,  moving  over  some  men  of  the  Seventy- 
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first  who  were  lying  along  the  road.  On  getting  close  I  observed  that  all  my  com- 
pany was  not  with  me,  and  sent  Lieut.  T.  F.  Dwyer  of  my  company  to  the  rear  to 
bring  up  the  remainder.  He  soon  joined  me  at  double  time.  A  few  of  the  men  left, 
but  later  joined  other  commands  and  went  into  action.  The  company  proceeded 
forward  rapidly,  crossed  the  San  Juan  River,  and  took  position  with  the  Second 
Battalion  of  the  regiment  on  the  west  bank,  where  it  was  ordered  into  action  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewers,  Ninth  Infantry.  I  proceeded  forward,  passing  in  single 
file  through  an  opening  in  a  wire  fence,  aud  quickly  formed  in  line  of  skirmishers 
to  the  right,  the  company  in  advance  of  me  forming  to  the  left.  The  line  then 
moved  forward  at  double  time  for  the  crest  crowned  by  the  blockhouse.  We  had  no 
opposition  in  our  ascent,  and  on  reaching  the  crest  I  took  position  In  the  trenches 
recently  vacated  by  the  enemy,  to  the  left  of  the  blockhouse,  one  other  company 
being  on  my  right.  From  this  point  I  observed  the  enemy  in  scattered  groups  rapidly 
retreating  along  the  road.  The  morning  report  shows,  July  1,  1  captain,  1  second 
lieutenant,  and  53  enlisted  men  present. 

Respectfully,  T.  S.  McCaleb, 

Captain,  -Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  F. 

Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  11, 1898. 
Adjutant  Ninth  United  States  Infantrt. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  instructions  of  thisdate,  I  have  the  honor  to  submitthe  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  Company  D,  Ninth  United  States  Infantry,  in  the 
battle  of  Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898: 

The  position  of  Company  D  in  regiment  on  the  day  of  the  battle  was  left-center 
company  of  the  First  Battalion,  or  third  company  from  head  of  column.  The  com- 
pany came  under  fire  in  the  vicinity  of  the  first  artillery  position,  about  1^^  miles 
Irom  the  crest  now  occupied  by  our  regiment.  A  little  farther  forward  tbe  blanket 
rolls  were  placed  by  the  side  of  the  road  and  the  company  moved  forward  in  single 
file.  We  underwent  a  lively  tire  as  we  marched  down  the  narrow  passage  between 
thick  bushes  until  we  arrived  at  the  crossing  of  the  San  Juan  River,  where  we  waded 
the  stream  under  a  shower  of  bullets.  Just  to  our  front,  say  450  yards,  was  the 
blockhouse,  south  of  which,  along  the  crest  and  clearly  outlined  against  the  skj',  was 
a  swarm  of  Spaniards.  From  these  latter  and  from  troops  in  the  trenches  around 
the  blockhouse  the  tire  was  ftirious.  The  ground  to  the  right  of  the  crossing  being 
occupied,  I  requested  and  was  granted  permission  to  move  the  company  down  the 
creek  and  deploy  on  the  left.  The  water  up  to  our  waists  and  treetop  entanglements 
in  our  front  compelled  us  to  cut  through  the  barbed- wire  fence  on  the  bank,  where 
we  quickly  got  into  a  line  of  skirmishers  and  moved  forward  to  the  elevated  posi- 
tion that  the  company  now  occupies.  We  delivered  several  volleys  on  retiring 
Spaniards.  After  arriving  at  the  crest  only  one  man  was  wounded,  notwithstanding 
the  bullets  whistled  over  us.  We  held  our  position,  as  directed,  during  the  hot  after- 
noon. In  the  evening,  with  bayonets  as  picks  and  the  hands  as  shovels,  began  the 
hasty  intrenchments  since  developed  into  the  works  now  occupied. 

The  march  down  that  valley  of  death  and  subsequent  trying  service  has  demon- 
strated that  these  are  brave  men .  They  need  no  higher  encomium.  Second  Lieut. 
Warren  S.  Barlow,  Fifteenth  United  States  Infantry,  First  Sergeant  Bailey,  and  the 
other  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  company  performed  their  duties 
well. 

Hat  of  wounded. 

Corpl.  Edward  Gorman,  shot  in  hand;  continued  on  duty. 
Corpl.  Clarence  L.  Adams,  in  hospital;  no  report  from  surgeon. 
Private  Jeff  D.  Miller,  said  to  be  shot  in  foot;  no  report  from  surgeon. 
Private  Phillip  H.  Schermerhorn,  seriously  wounded. 
Recruit  Walter  Weichert,  shot  in  hand. 

Present  in  engagement. 

First  lieutenant,  commanding  company;  1  second  lieutenant,  attached,  1  first  ser- 
geant, 1  quartermaster-sergeant,  4  sergeants,  6  corporals,  2  musicians,  1  wagoner,  1 
artificer,  35  privates,  1  recruit.    Total,  2  officers,  and  52  enlisted  men. 
List  of  names  attached. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

John  M.  Sigworth, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  D. 
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In  Fkont  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  11, 1898. 
Adjutant  Ninth  Infantry. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  Company  E,  Ninth  Infantry,  left  camp  on 
the  evening  of  July  1,  1898,  proceeding  with  it  to  the  front.  At  the  point  in  the 
lane  leading  to  the  crossing  at  the  San  Juan  River,  where  the  First  Battalion  was 
halted,  the  company  failed  to  move  forward  with  the  rest  of  the  battalion,  owing  to 
a  misunderstanding  of  orders.  The  error  was  soon  corrected,  and  the  company  joined 
the  battalion  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  where  it  was  held  under  cover  for  about 
fifteen  minutes.  It  was  then  ordered  to  move  down  the  river  under  cover  of  the 
bank,  and  had  proceeded  about  .50  yards  when  it  was  ordered  by  the  regimental 
commander  to  move  to  the  front  at  once.  After  climbing  out  of  the  river  and  through 
a  barb- wire  fence,  the  company  was  formed  and  deployed  as  skirmishers  at  the  edge 
of  the  grain  field  and  moved  forward,  joining  the  line  already  formed  and  moving 
across  the  field  and  through  several  barb-wire  fences  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  running 
southwest  from  Fort  San  Juan,  where  it  was  placed  in  position  and  began  intrench- 
ing. First  Sergeant  Root,  Sergeant  Hicks,  and  Privates  Crogin  and  Ives,  Company 
A,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  joined  the  company  at  the  river  and  con- 
tinued on  duty  with  it  until  late  in  the  afternoon. 

The  casualties  were :  Corpl.  John  Joyce,  killed ;  Private  Henry  H.  Conover,  wounded 
in  shoulder;  Private  Francis  Craig,  slightly  wounded  in  finger,  but  continued  on 
duty.     Several  men  were  bruised  with  bullets  from  shrapnel,  but  not  injured. 

I  wish  to  commend  Lieut.  H.  D.  Wise  and  all  the  men  of  the  company  for  their 
coolness  and  good  discipline  under  trying  circumstances,  the  battalion  of  which  the 
company  was  a  part  having  been  three  times  halted  and  held  waiting  under  a  hot 
fire  from  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  B.  Robertson, 

Captain,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  E, 


Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  11, 1898. 
AD.TUTANT  Ninth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  hand.  Ninth  Infantry, 
in  action  July  1,  1898 : 

The  band  on  this  day  marched  at  the  rear  of  the  regiment.  They  were  ordered 
during  action  to  report  to  Dr.  Calhoun,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  and  to  perform 
such  duties  in  oaring  for  the  wounded  as  he  should  require. 

Dr.  Calhoun  informs  me  that  all  members  of  the  band  worked  zealously,  carrying 
wounded  men  and  rendering  first  aid  almost  continuously  during  July  1,  2,  and  3. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  BOOKMILLEE, 

First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Acting  Adjutant. 


July  11,  1898. 
Adjutant  Ninth  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  company,  on  July  1,  was  under  fire  a 
mile  from  the  crossing  of  the  San  Juan.  At  the  latter  place  fire  was  fierce  and  rapid, 
and  it  was  here  where  Lieutenant  Lewis  was  killed  while  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
pany with  me.  Here  the  company  formed  the  right  of  the  regiment,  which  formed 
the  left  of  the  brigade,  in  the  charge  on  Fort  San  Juan,  after  the  taking  of  which 
the  company  participated  in  the  fight  all  the  day  of  the  1st,  and  also  on  the  2d,  and 
until  noon  of  the  3d,  against  Spaniards  holding  line  in  advance  of  Santiago. 
Yours, 

James  Regan, 
Captain,  Ninth  Infantry. 


Near  Fort  San  Juan,  Cuba,  July  11, 1898. 
Adjutant-General, 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 
(Through  Adjutant  Ninth  Infantry.) 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

I  commanded  the  right  company  of  the  First  Battalion  of  my  regiment  on  the  Ist 
instant.    My  company  came  under  fire  in  its  place  at  the  head  of  the  regiment  I 
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think  about  10.30  a.  m.  After  some  time  the  regiment  was  ordered  forward,  moving 
by  ttie  flank.  I  crossed  the  San  Juan  River  and  formed  in  an  open  field  to  the  left 
of  the  crossing,  finding  some  of  the  Thirteenth  and  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  mixed 
there  with  me.  When  I  crossed  I  infer  that  our  forward  movement  was  suspended 
for  a  while,  as  the  second  platoon  of  my  company  did  not  follow  at  once,  and  no 
other  company  of  the  regiment  came  over  then,  except  a  part  of  Company  C,  the 
second  company  of  the  battalion.  I  sent  back  for  the  rest  of  my  company,  which 
joined  me  under  the  first  sergeant.  My  second  lieutenant,  H.  F.  Rethers,  was  with 
me,  commanding  the  first  platoon,  and  was  cool  and  collected.  We  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy  on  the  hill  in  our  front  until  an  order  to  cease  firing  was  passed  along  the  line. 
I  then  formed  my  company  ready  to  advance,  and  an  ofBcer,  who  was  evidently  an 
aid  to  General  Hawkins,  said  that  the  general  wished  all  the  troops  to  move  forward. 
I  said  that  I  did  not  like  to  move  without  any  orders  from  my  battalion  or  regimental 
commander ;  but  after  a  few  minutes  this  officer  came  and  repeated  the  order  to  move 
forward,  and  I  did  so,  directing  my  advance  on  the  blockhouse  or  fort  on  the  top  of 
the  hill  in  front.  A  few  men  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  joined  the  right  of  my 
company,  but  most  of  this  regiment  seemed  to  be  on  my  left.  I  moved  in  open  order 
as  fast  as  possible  across  the  open  field  and  up  the  hill.  I  found  Lieutenant  Simpson, 
acting  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade,  well  up  on  the  hill;  he  helped  me  cut  the 
wire  fence  so  my  company  could  pass  through.  As  I  passed  on  to  the  crest  the 
enemy  seemed  to  be  '■etreating.  I  could  see  some  of  the  companies  of  my  regiment 
coming  up  on  my  right  and  rear.  My  company  was  the  first  one  of  the  regiment  up 
on  the  hill  at  the  fort.  I  then  placed  my  men  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  to  the  left  of 
the  fort  and  opened  fire  on  the  retreating  enemy.  As  the  regiment  formed  upon  the 
crest  my  company  was  placed  on  the  left. 

The  casualties  in  my  company  were  as  follows :  Killed,  none ;  wounded,  1  corporal 
and  2  privates.     Second  day,  wounded,  2  privates. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MOBRIS    C.   FOOTB, 

Captain,  Ninth  Infantvy,  Commanding  Company  H, 


Madison  Barracks, 
Sacketta  Sarbor,  N.  Y.,  September  19,  1898. 
Adj0tant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  regimental  headquarters. ) 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  supplementary  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Ninth  United  States  Infantry,  under  my  command  from  the  1st  to 
the  10th  of  July,  1898,  during  the  battle  of  the  1st  of  July  and  the  subsequent  days 
while  serving  in  the  trenches  before  Santiago,  and  to  request  that  it  may  be  filed  with 
my  first  report,  which  was  written  in  haste  and  while  I  was  employed  with  other 
important  duties.  I  could  not  at  that  early  date  be  in  possession  of  all  the  particu- 
lars that  have  since  been  brought  to  my  knowledge. 

The  regiment,  breaking  camp  early  on  July  1,  was  en  route  to  the  battlefield  about 
5  a.  m.,  being  preceded  by  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  and  followed  by  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry.  The  balloon,  so  often  mentioned,  came  into  prominence  almost  in 
our  immediate  front,  and  very  soon  after  a  battery  on  our  left  began  firing  nearly 
parallel  to  our  line  of  march.  The  regiment  came  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  batter- 
ies about  9.30  a.  m.,  and  a  few  minutes  later  under  the  fire  of  his  small  arms.  About 
this  time  the  regiment  halted,  faced  to  the  left,  and  the  blanket  rolls  were  removed 
and  placed  by  the  roadside.  The  battle  was  now  well  on,  as  several  men  in  the  reg- 
iment were  hit  and  the  wounded  from  the  organizations  which  preceded  us  were 
coming  along  the  road.  Just  before  reaching  the  lane  road,  the  First  Battalion  of 
the  regiment  received  orders  to  line  up  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  send  out  scouts, 
but  the  order  was  no  sooner  given  than  countermanded.  This  order  was  also  given 
to  the  Second  Battalion.  The  regiment  again  moved  forward,  but  during  this  halt 
the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  continued  its  march  and  one  of  its  battalions  came 
alongside  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  my  regiment,  the  two  battalions  marching  side 
by  side  until  they  came  to  the  junction  of  the  lane  with  the  main  or  Aguadores  road. 
Major  Bowman,  commanding  battalion,  reports  that  at  that  point  they  met  General 
Kent,  division  commander,  and  he  ordered  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  regiment  to 
halt  to  allow  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  to  pass  into  the  lane 
road.  This  caused  a  considerable  distance  between  the  battalions.  The  march  of 
the  regiment  was  also  impeded  by  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  which 
were  halted  in  and  alongside  of  the  road,  thereby  blocking  the  way  to  the  crossing 
of  the  San  Juan  River.  After  crossing  the  river,  the  First  Battalion  of  my  regiment 
was  closed  upon  the  Thirteenth  Infantry,  and  orders  were  sent  to  the  rear  to  hurry 
forward  the  Second  Battalion. 
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The  Second  Battalion  of  the  regiment,  following  the  First  Battalion  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  as  already  referred  to,  passed  through  the  Seventy-first 
New  York  Volunteers  squatted  on  each  side  of  the  path,  and  finding  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry  halted  and  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  path,  the  Second  Battalion 
halted,  but  had  no  sooner  done  so  than  it  received  orders  to  cross  the  ford  and  join 
the  First  Battalion.  The  Second  Battalion  rose  and  rapidly  went  down  the  lane, 
passing  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  lined  up  on  the  right  side 
of  the  path,  and  joined  the  First  Battalion  of  the  regiment  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
San  Juan  River.  It  was  about  25  yards  from  this  crossing  to  the  spot  where  Second 
Lieutenant  Lewis  was  killed  while  at  the  head  of  his  company.  The  forward  move- 
ment of  the  regiment  was  somewhat  retarded  in  consequence  of  the  delay  of  the 
Second  Battalion,  the  First  being  under  6re  of  the  enemy  and  returning  it  all  this 
time.  Soon  after  the  regiment  was  thus  united  Colonel  Wikoflf  was  killed  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Worth  was  wounded.  The  wounding  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum 
was  not  known  for  some  time  after;  in  fact,  as  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  my 
regiment  and  the  other  two  regiments  of  the  brigade,  the  Third,  moved  forward  to 
the  assault  of  the  San  Juan  Hill  without  a  brigade  commander,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ewers  not  realizing  that  he  was  the  senior  officer  until  after  the  hill  had  been  car- 
ried. There  was  some  little  confusion  at  the  ford  on  account  of  the  rapid  change 
of  brigade  commanders,  but  through  my  eflorts  and  those  of  the  other  subordi- 
nate commanders,  and  the  splendid  initiative  of  company  commanders,  the  Third 
Brigade  moved  forward  to  the  assault,  passing  over  the  open  or  level  space,  about 
500  yards,  under  heavy  fire  in  an  unbroken  line.  The  direction  of  the  assault  would 
have  brought  my  regiment  on  the  hill  at  the  blockhouse  known  as  Fort  San  Juan, 
but  a  slight  change  of  direction  to  the  left,  ordered  by  me  and  promptly  executed  by 
the  regiment,  prevented  congestion  at  that  point  and  brought  the  regiment  so  that 
it  occupied  the  hill  from  the  blockhouse  to  the  end  of  the  crest,  thus  securing  a 
commanding  frontal  position,  in  a  word  the  key  point  to  the  whole  line,  which  it 
held  tenaciously  to  the  surrender.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of 
Generals  Kent  aud  Hawkins  to  me,  "  that  this  particular  position  must  be  held  at 
all  hazard." 

The  discipline  of  the  regiment  was  excellent,  and  this  was  in  evidence  from  the 
first  moment  it  came  under  fire,  again  during  ihe  assault,  and  its  splendid  control  of 
fire  in  the  trenches.  It  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  regiment  selected  to 
be  present  in  Santiago  at  the  ceremony  of  raising  the  American  flag  over  the  gov- 
ernor's palace.  General  Shatter  in  his  report  pays  the  regiment  a  compliment  when 
he  says :  "  The  Ninth  Infantry  immediately  took  possession  of  the  city,  and  perfect 
order  was  maintained."  The  officers  and  men  were  cool  and  collected  under  fire, 
and  the  officers,  by  their  excellent  leadership,  fearless  bravery,  and  initiative,  set 
their  men  a  fine  example. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Boyle, 
Major,  Ninth  United  States  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Infantry, 

Camp  Wikoff,  N.  T.,  September  18,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  a  tonr  of  duty  of  the 
'.  .yenty-fourth  Infantry  at  Siboney,  Cuba,  believing  that  a  report  is  justified  by  the 
Uijusual  nature  of  the  service  performed  and  the  qualities  shown  by  the  officers  and 
men  in  performing  it : 

I  beg  to  say  first  that  after  many  attempts  to  write  this  report  in  usual  official 
form  I  find  from  the  nature  of  what  ought  to  be  said  that  I  can  not  do  it.  I  will 
therefore  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Department  and  do  the  best  I  can,  simply  desir- 
ing to  do  justice  to  the  regiment,  particularly  to  the  enlisted  men,  for  the  nobility 
of  character  displayed  by  them. 

The  regiment  had  participated  in  the  campaign  before  Santiago,  Cuba,  and  in  the 
capture  of  Fort  San  Juan,  which  it  had  the  honor  of  holding  after  capture  until 
July  9,  when  moved  to  the  trenches  on  the  left. 

Va  July  15,  hostilities  having  ceased,  the  regiment  was  ordered  out  of  the  trenches 
and  put  its  camp  in  order  for  sleep  and  rest.  On  that  day  was  first  heard  the  start- 
ling news  that  yellow  fever  had  broken  out  in  the  Army,  and  that  Siboney  was  a 
great  hospital,  with  a  pest  camp  in  addition.  This  had  a  visibly  depressing  effect 
upon  officers  and  men,  run  down  and  weakened  physically  and  mentally,  all  regi- 
ments alike,  by  the  unavoidable  hardships  of  a  campaign  in  Cuba  in  its  hottest  and 
most  unhealthy  season. 

About  4  p.  m.  an  order  was  received  directing  me  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  regi- 
ment and  report  for  duty  to  Colonel  Greenleaf,  Medical  Department,  at  Siboney, 
reporting  hour  of  departure.    The  regiment  marched  at  5,30  p.  m.,  by  which  time 
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all  had  legalned  their  composure  and  were  in  better  spirits  to  face  the  14-niile  night 
march  over  that  bad  road  and  the  serions  business  at  the  end  of  it. 

In  darkness  the  tired  troops  toiled  in  single  file  through  the  mud  puddles,  unbridged 
streams,  and  thorny  thickets,  arriving  on  the  hill  at  Siboney  at  3.30  a.  m.  with  8 
companies,  15  officers,  and  456  enlisted  men.  At  daylight  I  went  down  into  the  camp 
to  get  an  idea  of  the  situation,  finding  some  600  patients  packed  closely,  with  insuf- 
ficient protection  and  attendance,  unavoidable  and  the  fault  of  no  one  at  that  time, 
there  being  also  the  large  pest  camp  about  a  mile  out  on  the  railroad.  The  state  of 
affairs  was  very  plain. 

Some  time  later  I  met  Colonel  Greenleaf  and  informed  him  that  I  had  arrived  at 
Siboney  with  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry.  Colonel  Greenleaf,  who  left  Siboney 
that  day,  most  courteously  told  me  the  needs  of  the  place,  which  I  had  by  that  time 
plainly  seen  myself,  and  referred  me  to  his  successor.  Major  La  Garde,  Medical 
Department,  who  showed  the  delight  he  felt  at  seeing,  in  the  assistance  sent  him, 
his  old  friends,  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 

The  sight  of  such  misery  as  I  had  never  before  seen  impressed  me  deeply.  I  told 
Major  La  Garde  that  I  had  but  one  idea,  and  that  was  to  help  him  take  care  of  the 
sick,  sinking  every  other  consideration,  and  that  I  believed  the  regiment  would  feel 
the  same  way,  in  which  I  was  not  disappointed. 

Returning  to  the  regiment,  officers'  call  was  sounded  and  consultation  held,  great 
liberty  of  action  being  offered  the  officers.  What  occurred  need  not  be  stated;  but 
it  did  not  take  the  officers  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  long  to  decide  what  they 
would  do,  which  was  to  camp  with  the  sick.  The  courage  and  cheerfulness  of 
Major  La  Garde  had  a  good  effect. 

Here  it  should  be  said  that  camping  space  is  restricted  at  Siboney  to  a  small  strip 
of  rocky  ground  between  the  clifiEs  and  sea,  and  much  of  this  is  made  untenable  by 
the  presence  of  a  reeking  lagoon  and  by  infected  ground.  Each  company  had  to 
clear  away  and  pile  the  debris  of  burned  buildings  for  its  camp,  while  subsequently 
with  new  arrivals,  officers,  men,  surgeons,  civilian  nurses,  and  sick  were  all  huddled 
together. 

The  regiment  then,  on  Sunday,  July  16,  went  into  camp  and  the  details  required 
were  then  announced. 

First,  the  rather  staggering  demand  for  65  nurses  for  the  pest  camp,  the  others 
being  for  nurses,  cooks,  burial  parties,  attendants,  etc.,  for  the  hospital  proper — 
about  70  men.    Volunteers  for  the  service  were  then  called  for. 

This  was  the  crucial  test  of  the  mettle  of  the  men,  and  an  anxious  moment  indeed. 
In  preparation  for  it  an  interview  had  been  had  with  Capt.  A.  A.  Augur,  command- 
ing Company  H,  a  man  of  high  and  strong  character,  and  a  course  of  action  decided 
on.  Captain  Augur  then  explained  matters  to  his  men  and  called  for  volunteers  for 
the  pest  camp.  Fifteen  gallant  fellows  responded  from  his  company,  and  this  fine 
example  soon  produced  more  than  were  needed  for  all  purposes. 

It  is  now  well  to  give  an  account  of  Siboney. 

The  troops  at  Siboney  at  this  time  were  mostly  volunteers — the  Thirty-fourth 
Michigan,  twelve  companies ;  a  battalion  each  of  two  other  regiments  and  of  the 
the  Signal  Corps  and  United  States  Engineers,  together  with  detachments,  large  or 
small,  from  most  of  the  regiments  "at  the  front"  in  charge  of  stores  and  baggage 
left  behind,  about  3,000  in  all ;  the  two  supply  depots — quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary— of  the  army  at  Santiago;  over  200  Spanish  prisoners  of  war,  and  the  two  hos- 
pitals already  named,  with  corps  of  attendants. 

The  Juragua  Railroad  to  Santiago  was  part  of  the  command. 

This  important  place  was  a  separate  command  under  Brigadier-General  Duffield, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  then  present  sick,  whom  I  practically  succeeded,  governing  by 
tacit  consent,  until  the  major-general  commanding  ordered  the  Thirty-fourth  Mich- 
igan a  few  miles  out,  leaving  me  the  important  separate  command  of  Siboney,  an 
honor  conferred  by  Major-General  Shafter. 

My  staff  consisted  of  one  officer,  who  also  commanded  a  company,  and  was  some- 
times sick. 

The  camp  was  so  crowded,  so  full  of  rubbish,  and  in  such  filthy  condition  from 
previous  occupancy  by  Spanish,  Cubans,  volunteers,  and  by  other  hospitals,  that 
large  fatigue  details  were  necessary.  But  large  details  for  loading  and  unloading 
transports  in  the  harbor  and  the  railroad  were  also  made,  and  the  sick  list  of  the 
troops  began  to  be  large.  The  volunteers  were  unskilled,  needing  the  presence  of  a 
regular  officer,  who  could  not  be  spared.  The  officers  of  my  regiment  were  rapidly 
falling  sick  from  disease  contracted  in  the  trenches,  and  the  other  battalions  were 
wisely  ordered  away.  It  was  found  best — in  fact  necessary — to  command  all  fatigue 
parties,  big  and  little,  myself,  this  labor  being  an  important  feature,  too  long  to 
explain  why.  Besides,  there  was  not  enough  officers  to  command  companies  and  do 
the  regimental  work.  As  the  cooks,  etc.,  were  mostly  from  my  regiment,  with  Major 
La  Garde's  approval,  I  took  charge  of  the  kitchens,  laundry,  etc.,  and  of  all  disci- 
plinary matters,  in  hospital  and  out. 

With  the  depletion  of  the  working  force  came  daily  increase  of  patients  from  the 
front  and  from  our  own  men,  until  it  seemed  hopeless  to  try  to  make  any  headway. 
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The  troops  at  Santiago  being  in  a  distressing  condition,  the  general  commanding 
giving  me  all  assistance  in  his  power,  I  endeavored  to  avoid  adding  to  his  burdens. 

No  report  of  the  nature  of  a  reproach  or  accusation  against  anyone,  as  stated  in  a 
recent  newspaper  article,  was  ever  made  by  me. 

By  the  end  of  July  yellow  fever  had  overrun  all  the  hospitals,  including  a  new 
one  established  in  a  large  railroad  shed.  All  was  pest  camp;  even  separation  of 
cases  was  impossible.  All  wards  had  it.  Surgeons,  nurses,  and  hospital  stewards 
were  now  among  the  patients;  and  so  it  continued  to  about  August  20,  when  deter- 
mined steps  were  taken  to  break  up  the  place. 

Of  this  regiment,  Captain  Dodge  had  died ;  2  officers  were  expected  to  die ;  3  were 
dangerously  ill,  and  5  more  or  less  so.  Out  of  16  present,  10  were  in  hospital,  3  well, 
3  sick,  but  doing  well;  sick  and  well  living  mostly  within  a  radius  of  50  feet.  Offi- 
cers kept  up  when  they  should  have  gone  into  hospital,  making  it  worse  for  them 
when  they  did  give  up. 

Not  ajar  occurred.    The  officers  of  this  regiment  were  a  unit,  as  usual. 

Of  the  65  enlisted  men  sent  as  nurses  to  the  pest  camp  July  16,  most  had  suc- 
cumbed, their  places  being  filled  by  others.  When  these  went  down,  the  gaps  were 
filled,  and  the  same  was  the  case  in  all  the  hospitals  and  the  whole  camp  the  whole 
time. 

Day  and  night  would  come  appeals  to  me  from  the  surgeons  and  others  for  men  to 
replace  those  stricken  down,  which  was  met  by  my  appeal  in  turn  to  the  companies, 
which  would  be  answered  by  some  who  had  been  sick  and  not  yet  well  coming  for- 
ward and  offering  to  fill  the  places  "  till  you  can  get  somebody  else."  Often  out  of 
the  whole  regiment  it  would  be  impossibie  to  get  12  men  for  fatigue  duty,  and  those 
who  reported  were  not  really  fit  to  work,  but  would  rarely  avail  themselves  of  the 
permission,  always  given,  to  be  excused  if  not  able,  but  would  keep  at  it  until  they 
had  to  give  up.  A  trouble  was  that  those  who  recovered  did  not  get  strong.  All 
worked  in  some  way  regardless  of  rank. 

The  labor  required  was  taking  down  and  putting  up  tents,  changing  to  new 
grounrl,  ditching  tents,  moving  the  sick,  unloading  stores,  digging  graves,  cleaning 
up  filth  for  the  multitude  of  sick,  and  innumerable  other  things,  Working  con- 
valescents was  tried  until  unexpected  deaths  warned  us  to  stop.  Major  La  Garde 
and  myself  worked  together  as  one  man. 

Out  of  the  456  men  who  marched  to  Siboney  only  24  men  escaped  sickness.  All 
were  not  down  at  one  time,  of  course,  but  on  one  day  241  were  on  sick  report, 
although  death  and  "sending  North"  had  reduced  the  regiment  in  uumbers. 

It  is  a  notable  fact  that  in  these  forty  days  not  even  a  murmur  was  heard  from  a 
soldier  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry  (or  officer  either),  I  am  sure.  Though  disci- 
pline was  enforced  with  strictness,  not  an  Infraction  worth  noticing  occurred. 

These  men  are  usually  light-hearted  and  noisily  merry  in  camp  in  a  pleasant  way, 
but  this  camp  was  silent;  no  amusements — nothing  to  lighten  the  dead  weight  on 
their  minds  day  and  night — during  this  long  and  dreary  time.  Having  no  proper 
cooking  utensils,  their  meals  were  not  even  a  pleasure  and  a  distraction.  But  they 
bore  all  bravely  and  patiently,  faithfully  doing  what  they  could,  showing  in  these 
colored  soldiers  unexpected  qualities  of  the  highest  order. 

About  August  8  Major  La  Garde  himself,  broken  down  and  worn  out,  was 
attacked  with  j'ellow  fever. 

A  detachment  of  over  200  men  of  the  First  Illinois  Volunteers  was  on  duty  at 
Siboney  all  of  this  time,  camped  first  out  on  the  railroad  near  the  pest  camp,  then  a 
mile  northeast  of  Siboney.     The  officers  were  Captain  Whygara,  commanding.  Captain 

,  soon  taken  sick  and  sent  north,  and  Lieutenant  Pollock,  able,  fearless,  and 

zealous  officers  deserving  great  credit.  This  command  did  valuable  service  loading 
bridge  timbers  and  handling  stores,  the  men  being  faithful  and  willing,  but  its 
enormous  sick  list  of  190  men  soon  made  it  cease  to  be  a  factor. 

This  command  went  north  with  the  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 

By  August  22  such  progress  had  been  made  in  breaking  up  the  hospitals  that  the 
welcome  order  was  received  fur  the  regiment  to  prepare  to  go  north. 

Six  officers  were  in  the  hospital,  4  of  whom  were  sent  home  on  the  hospital  ship 
Serkahire,  and  2  were  left  behind  by  theregiment,  being  too  ill  for  removal.  Eleven 
officers  and  289  men  were  able  to  go  with  the  regiment  on  the  transport,  but  many 
were  too  sick  to  attempt  to  march  in  ranks,  so  on  August  26,  its  forty-first  day  at 
Siboney,  the  regiment  marched  to  the  train,  band  playing  and  colors  flying,  with  9 
officers  and  198  men. 

Proceeding  by  rail  to  Santiago,  the  regiment,  with  the  battalion  of  the  First  Illi- 
nois before  named,  embarked  on  the  transport  Nueoes,  and  sailed  the  same  day, 
August  26;  arriving  at  Montauk  Point,  N.  Y.,  September  2,  with  considerable  sick, 
including  2  officers,  but  no  deaths,  and  one  of  the  cleanest  ships  that  came  to  that 
place. 

The  regiment  went  into  Camp  Wikoff,  the  finest  camp  in  every  respect  that  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  with  the  most  excellent  hospitals  possible,  in  my  opinion.     Yet  not- 
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■withstandina:  all  this  and  the  fine  weather,  the  men  began  to  fall  sick  in  great 
numbers,  several  dying. 

One  officer  became  sick,  but  the  sick  officers  improved,  one  getting  well. 
The  regiment  lost  in  this  service  1  officer  (so  far)  and  about  30  men,  and  effectually 
showed  that  colored  soldiers  were  not  more  immune  from  Cuban  fever  than  white. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Markley, 
Major,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Camp  of  Squadron,  Second  Cavalry, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  31,  1898. 
Adjutant-Gbneral  XJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(Through  adjutant-general  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Santiago  de  Cuba.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows,  in  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No. 
72,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  series  1898: 

My  squadron  of  Second  Cavalry  (Troops  A,  C,  D,  and  F,  Second  United  States 
Cavalry)  was  placed  under  the  immediate  and  direct  orders  of  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  this  army. 

On  the  30th  June  the  squadron  was  encamped  about  5  miles  from  Siboney  on  the 
Siboney-Sautiago  de  Cuba  road.  On  the  afternoon  of  June  30,  Troop  D  (Lieutenant 
Allen  and  Lieutenant  Leary)  was  ordered  to  escort  a  light  battery  and  left  the 
squadron  for  this  purpose,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  squadron  till  the  3d  instant.  At 
7  a.  m.  July  1  the  squadron  was  ordered  to  report  at  General  Shafter's  headquarters. 
It  did  so  and  was  directed  to  remain  there  for  various  duties  that  might  be  neces- 
sary. Captain  Brett,  with  10  or  12  men  of  Troop  F,  was  sent  by  General  Shafter  to 
communicate  with  General  Lawton,  whose  division  was  engaged  near  the  town  of 
Caney.  For  details  see  his  report.  One  troop,  C  (Lieutenants  Clark  and  Christian), 
was  sent  to  report  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  corps  at  El  Poso  House  for  use  as 
orderlies.  lu  the  afternoon  one  troop,  A  (Captain  Lewis  and  Lieutenant  Pope),  was 
sent  to  see  that  all  men  bringing  in  wounded  promptly  returned  to  the  front.  After 
executing  this  duty  and  being  near  El  Poso  House,  it  received  orders,  about  the 
tinie  of  the  assaults  and  many  charges  on  the  heights  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  toward 
sunset,  to  escort  a  light  battery  to  a  suitable  position  a  mile  in  front.     It  did  so. 

Lieutenant  Kochersperger,  with  a  part  of  F  Troop,  was  employed  during  the 
day  in  escorting  ammunition  and  furnishing  messengers,  etc.  Lieutenant  Hanna, 
squadron  adjutant,  rendered  most  efficient  aid  in  various  capacities  during  the  day. 
Acting  Asst.  Surg.  Arthur  Jordan  accompanied  Captain  Lewis's  troop  in  escorting 
the  battery  to  the  front  about  sunset.  The  duties,  such  as  were  assigned  us,  were,  I 
believe,  executed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  general. 

On  the  2d  of  July  Troop  A,  Captain  Lewis,  gathered  up  the  wounded  of  July  1  on 
the  battlefield  of  Caney  and  brought  them  into  the  division  field  hospital.  At  the 
same  time  the  squadron  organized  the  many  army  wagons  near  headquarters  into 
trains  aud  furnished  escorts,  and  caused  to  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  at  Siboney  very 
many  wounded  after  the  surgeons  had  dressed  their  wounds  and  pronounced  them  fit 
for  transportation.  It  was  also  engaged  in  a  multiplicity  of  duties  that  day,  as  order- 
lies, escorts,  messenger/j,  etc.  On  the  3d  and  4th  the  forwarding  of  the  wounded  to 
Siboney  continued.  On  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  our  surgeon.  Dr.  Arthur  Jordan, 
volunteered  his  services  in  the  large  field  hospital  near  our  camp,  and  rendered  much 
aid  to  the  w^ounded. 

Being  the  only  mounted  cavalry  of  the  army,  the  foregoing  duties  were  assigned 
it  by  the  general.  All  officers  and  men  discharged  their  duties  to  my  entire  satisfac- 
tion. 

The  reports  of  Troops  F  and  D  are  inclosed.  The  reports  of  Troops  A  and  C  will  be 
forwarded  for  file  with  this  report  when  they  return  from  the  detached  service  they 
are  now  on. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  A.  Rafferty, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Squadron. 


Palma  Soriano,  Cuba,  August  4,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  A.  Rafferty, 

Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Squadron. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  part  taken  by 

Troop  A,  Second  Cavalry,  in  the  engagement  of  July  1,  2,  3,  1898.     On  July  1,  by 

order  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rafferty,  Second  Cavalry,  reveille  was  sounded  at  3 

a.  m.,  camp  was  broken,  and  preparations  were  taken  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice. 
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About  7.30  a.  m.  an  order  was  brought  by  Lieutenant  Wright,  aid-de-oamp  to  Gen- 
eral Bates,  for  the  squadron  to  report  at  once  at  General  Shafter's  headquarters. 
Upon  reporting,  the  squadron  was  ordered  to  remain  in  readiness  for  any  duty  the 
corps  commander  might  require.  The  squadron  dismounted,  the  saddles  were 
unpacked,  and  the  horses  were  unbridled.  About  9  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Pope  was 
directed  by  General  Shafter  to  procure  a  wagonload  of  artillery  ammunition  and 
report  with  it  to  Captain  Grimes,  Battery  A,  Second  Artillery,  at  El  Poso.  Having 
secured  the  ammunition  and  taken  it  to  El  Poso,  he  reported  in  person  to  Captain 
Grimes  at  10  a.  m.  to  inquire  as  to  its  disposition.  Following  Captain  Grimes's 
instructions,  he  conducted  the  wagon  to  a  position  convenient  to  the  battery  and 
secure  from  the  enemy's  fire.  Lieutenant  Pope  then  returned  to  General  Shafter's 
headquarters.  At  noon  the  troop,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  commanding 
general,  performed  provost-guard  duty  on  the  road  from  corps  headquarters  to  El 
Poso,  sending  to  the  front  stragglers  and  persons  who  were,  without  authority,  away 
from  their  organizations.  Arriving  at  El  Poso,  the  troop  was  posted  there,  while 
Captain  Lewis,  with  a  patrol,  searched  for  stragglers  in  the  vicinity  of  a  division 
hospital.  About  3  p.  m.  the  troop  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCIernand, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  to  escort  Parkhurst's  Battery  F,  Second  Artillery,  to  the 
front  and  report  it  to  General  Wheeler,  upon  completion  of  which  it  was  to  return 
to  corps  headquarters.  The  troop  was  accompanied  by  Dr.  Arthur  Jordan,  acting 
assistant  surgeon.  On  the  road  to  the  front,  and  especially  from  the  San  Juan  ford 
to  a  point  about  one-half  mile  in  advance,  the  troop  and  battery  were  under  a  drop- 
ping fire  from  the  Spanish  lines.  On  account  of  the  character  of  the  road  the  troop 
was  obliged  to  remain  in  close  order  in  column  of  twos,  and  the  rate  of  march  was 
fixed  by  that  of  the  battery.  There  were,  however,  no  casualties.  Upon  arriving 
at  the  knoll  near  the  San  Juan,  General  Sumner,  who  was  in  command,  ordered  the 
battery  into  position  on  the  left  of  Best's  battery  (K,  First  Artillery,)  which  was 
posted  on  the  right  of  the  knoll.  By  command  of  General  Sumner,  the  troop  formed, 
dismounted,  skirmish  line  on  the  right  of  the  batteries  and  acted  as  support  in  con- 
junction with  a  portion  of  C  Troop,  Second  Cavalry  (Lieutenant  Clark),  until  8 
p.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered  by  General  Sumner  to  carry  out  the  original  instructions, 
i.  e.,  to  return  to  General  Shafter's  headquarters. 

During  the  time  the  troop  was  on  the  hill  it  was  subjected  to  a  heavy  small-arm 
fire,  which  seemed  to  be  directed  at  the  batteries  to  keep  the  cannoneers  away  from 
the  guns.  The  artillery  fired  no  shots.  There  were  no  casualties.  On  the  return 
march,  upon  arriving  at  El  Poso,  the  troop  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
McCIernand,  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  escort  Grimes's  battery  (A,  Second  Artil- 
lery,) to  the  artillery  position  in  advance.  Upon  completing  this  duty  the  troop 
returned  to  General  Shafter's  headquarters,  arriving  there  at  1  a.  m.  On  July  2 
the  troop  was  engaged  from  3  a.  m.  until  12  midnight  in  conveying  wounded  from 
the  field  hospital,  about  1  mile  south  of  El  Caney,  to  the  division  hospital  at 
corps  headquarters.  About  4  p.  m.,  while  escorting  twenty  wagons  to  the  field  hos- 
pital near  El  Caney,  tbe  train  was  reported  to  have  been  fired  upon  by  the  Spanish. 
After  a  careful  reconuoissanoe,  however,  iio  enemy  was  found. 

On  July  3  the  troop  proceeded  to  Siboney  in  the  morning  to  act  as  escort  to  Admi- 
ral Sampson.  He  being  engaged  in  destroying  the  Spanish  fleet,  the  troop  was 
ordered  about  noon  to  return  to  camp.  In  the  afternoon  the  troop  was  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Lawton,  who,  upon  its  arrival,  directed  it  to  return  to  corps  head- 
quarters. 

A  small  detail  from  the  troop  was  also  engaged  all  day  in  escorting  wounded  to 
Siboney. 

On  July  4  a  detail  from  the  troop,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Pope,  was  engaged 
the  entire  day  searching  the  battlefield  for  the  dead  and  wounded  that  might  have 
been  overlooked.    The  result  was  the  finding  of  but  oue  dead  man  and  no  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  J.  Lewis, 
Captain,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  A. 


Camp  Near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  S8, 1898. 
Adjutant  Squadron  Second  Cavalry. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my 
troop  (F,  Second  Cavalry)  had  reveille  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  1,  and  held 
itself  in  readiness  for  orders,  that  in  obedience  to  such  it  moved,  with  two  other 
troops  of  the  squadron,  to  General  Shafter's  headquarters  and  there  removed  all  packs 
and  saddlebags. 

Soon  thereafter  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Shafter  with  a  detail  from  my 
troop,  and  was  directed  by  him  to  make  my  way  to  General  Lawton,  whose  firing  at 
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El  Caney  had  just  commenced,  and  deliver  to  him  a  message.  I  found  General  Law- 
ton  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  town  and  directing  the  fire  of  Capron's  light  battery. 
I  delivered  General  Shafter's  message,  and  in  retnrn  took  a  request  for  certain  troops 
proffered  and  an  additional  supply  of  ammunition  both  for  artillery  and  small  arms. 

I  was  ordered  by  General  Shafter  to  escort  the  ammunition  to  the  front  with  my 
detachment  and  place  it  where  needed.  After  performing  this  duty  I  reported  my 
action  to  General  Lawton  and  asked  for  additional  instructions.  The  General 
directed  me  to  remain  with  him,  which  I  did,  and  accompanied  him  with  my  detach- 
ment to  various  parts  of  the  field.  After  the  fall  of  El  Caney,  which  took  place  at 
4.30  in  the  afternoon.  General  Lawton  wrote  the  announcement  of  the  fact  to  the 
commanding  general,  and  directed  me  to  deliver  the  same,  which  I  did  at  5.30. 

I  learned  thatthe  remainder  of  my  troop,  under  Lieutenant  Kochersperger,  had 
been  doing  duty  as  messengers  to  different  parts  of  the  field,  and  as  escort  to  train 
loads  of  ammunition  for  troops  at  the  front. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  take  the  men  of  my  troop  and  minister  to  the  wounded.  In 
this  sad  task  my  men  occupied  the  night  carrying  the  helpless,  providing  shelter, 
cooking  and  distributing  food,  and  in  a  hundred  ways  being  of  service  to  the  surgeons 
in  their  work  of  mercy. 

In  compliance  with  orders,  the  troop  saddled  and  reported  at  4.30  a.  m.  July  2  to 
army  headquarters  as  escort,  and  accompanied  the  headquarters  to  the  El  Poso  Hill, 
in  which  vicinity  the  troop  remained,  performing  mounted-messenger  service  until 
4  p.m.  At  this  hour  I  was  directed  to  take  my  troop  and  drive  back  to  their  regi- 
ments at  the  front  all  stragglers.  This  duty  I  performed,  and  returned  to  the  El 
Poso  in  time  to  escort  General  Shafter  to  his  headquarters,  which  was  reached  about 
10.40  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Brbtt, 
Captain,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  F. 


Camp  of  Troop  D,  Second  United  States  Cavalry, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  SO,  1S9S. 
Adjutant-General  op  the  Army. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  First  Lieut.  H.  T.  Allen,  Second  Cavalry,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops  at  the  time,  now  sick  in  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Troop  D,  Second  United  States 
Cavalry,  in  the  operations  around  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  30  to  July  3,  1898: 

In  the  afternoon  of  June  30  the  troop  broke  camp  on  Aguadores  Creek,  and  accom- 
panying Capron's  battery  and  most  of  Lawton's  division,  proceeded  to  the  knoll, 
about  2,300  yaffls  from  El  Caney,  selected  to  be  the  artillery  position  in  the  morrow's 
attack. 

Here  was  General  Lawton's  headquarters,  to  which  the  troop  was  attached  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  open  the  communications  between  the  different  parts  of  the 
division  during  the  fight.  The  troop  bivouacked  without  fire.  At  6.10  a.  m.  the  first 
gun  of  the  artillery  opened  on  the  town,  this  being  the  signal  for  the  attack  to 
begin.  An  hour  or  so  later,  I  with  a  patrol  of  8  men,  was  sent  to  get  a  message 
through  to  Colonel  Miles,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  who  was  expected  to 
reach  the  Du  Curot  house  at  6  a.  m.,  but  who  had  not  yet  come  up.  After  quite  a  bit 
of  hunting  and  reconnoitering  for  by-roads  along  the  Caney-Santiago  road  I  fortu- 
nately encountered  his  advance  in  one  of  these,  delivered  my  message,  and  returned 
with  his  report  at  9  a.  m. 

Other  details  of  the  troop  accompanied  staff  officers  in  carrying  messages  to  different 
parts  of  the  fighting  line.  Corporal  Longbine's  horse  was  slightly  wounded.  We 
had  a  very  fine  view  of  the  fight,  and  our  troops  were  fighting  beautifully.  A  shot 
from  a  gun  in  Lieutenant  Kenley's  platoon  of  the  battery  knocked  down  the  Spanish 
flagfromthe  "stone  fort."  Itwas  neveragainputup.  Another  shot  tore  a  large  hole 
in  the  walls  of  the  fort.  Later,  with  part  of  Troop  F,  Second  Cavalry,  Captain 
Brett,  Troop  D  accompanied  General  Lawton  to  a  point  on  the  Caney-Santiago  road 
near  the  village. 

Captain  Brett  twice  asked  permission  for  us  to  j  oin  in  the  fin  al  charge  on  the  village, 
even  dismounted,  but  we  had  to  remain  where  we  were  and  hear  the  renewed  cheers 
as  our  comrades  carried  one  after  another  of  the  enemy's  works. 

At  length  the  troop  proceeded  to  the  stone  fort,  after  the  town  was  taken,  and 
assisted  Captain  Evans's  company  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry  in  receiving  Spanish 
prisoners,  wounded,  and  in  burying  17  Spanish  dead  there. 

The  second  platoon,  under  First  Sergeant  Bhegnato,  was  sent  through  El  Caney, 
where  21  prisoners  were  taken  and  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Baker,  Twelfth  Infan- 
try, and  Spanish  wounded  to  the  number  of  more  than  250  were  found  in  the  houses 
and  in  the  road  leading  to  the  mountain  trail  to  Santiago. 
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The  troop,  at  about  6  p.  m.,  proceeded  to  General  Lawton's  headquarters,  near 
the  Du  Curot  house,  and  went  into  bivouac. 

At  about  2.30  a.  m.,  July  2,  the  troop  marched  with  General  Lawton  back  around 
to  the  rear  of  General  Wheeler's  division,  alter  furnishing  messengers  to  recall  the 
regiments  of  the  division  farther  down  on  the  road  toward  Santiago.  During  the 
day,  the  division  being  pushed  out  to  the  right  of  General  Wheeler,  the  troop  fol- 
lowed suit,  and  moving  rapidly  over  exposed  places  where  it  found  infantry  lying 
down,  pashed  well  out  to  the  right  and  found  General  Lawton's  headquarters,  whither 
Lieutenant  Allen  and  a  few  men  had  preceded  it.  The  troop  was  more  or  less  under 
fire  during  the  entire  trip,  but  no  one  was  hit.  Private  Debussere,  of  this  troop, 
volunteered,  and  went  farther  on,  mounted,  under  fire,  to  find  the  Seventeenth  Infan  - 
try  for  a  wounded  man  of  that  regiment. 

This  camp  was  a  regular  poclset  for  all  bullets  coming  over  the  hills  during  the 
day,  and  at  10.10  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  an  attack  by  moonlight,  supported  by 
one  gun,  on  the  rifle  pits  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  and  Eighth  Infantry,  about 
250  yards  in  our  front  and  a  little  to  our  right.  We  awoke  from  sound  sleep  and  it 
was  so  bright  that  for  a  time  we  thought  the  enemy  was  making  his  regular  reveille 
attack.    The  horses  were  gotten  ready  and  the  troop  prepared  for  action. 

I  was  sent  forward  to  the  trenches  to  observe  the  morale  of  tlie  troops  there.  I 
found  them  ready  and  eager  for  the  enemy  to  come  on.  Nor  were  they  waiting  for 
that.  In  fact,  recall  was  sounded  to  prevent  them  pursuing  the  enemy  beyond  reach. 
One  man  grazed  by  bullet  on  left  temple  and  one  horse  shot  in  knee  were  our  casual- 
ties here.  One  of  our  horses  (Sergeant  Parson's,  on  duty  at  General  Wheeler's  head- 
quarters this  day)  was  shot  in  the  hip. 

July  3,  no  attack.  The  troop  moved  out  early  to  make  a  reeonnoissance  around 
our  right  flank,  but  was  recalled,  and  I  with  10  men  sent  to  reconnoiter  El  Caney 
road,  then  to  carry  a  message  to  General  Shatter ;  did  so,  and  was  ordered  to  remain 
there.  The  rest  of  the  troop  came  in,  and  later  we  escorted  Capron's  battery  by  a 
new  road  from  Peso  to  Santa  Cruz,  where  we  went  into  camp. 

The  truce  evidently  began  this  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  Leary, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  'Iroov  D. 


Beport  of  operations  of  Troop  C,  Second  Cavalry,  July  1,  S,  3,  and  4,  1893. 

July  1. — At  8  a.  m.  the  troop,  after  marching  about  5  miles,  reported  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McClernand,  assistant  adjutant-general,  at  El  Peso  house,  4  men  having 
been  sent  ahead  to  report  for  duty  as  orderlies. 

The  troop  was  stationed  at  crossing  about  225  yards  to  the  right  of  Captain 
Grimes's  battery. 

Oue-half  the  troop  was  employed  as  couriers,  carrying  messages  to  various  brigade 
and  division  commanders. 

A  detachment  under  Lieut.  J.  B.  Christian  was  employed  escorting  ammunition 
trains  to  the  front  and  gathering  up  stragglers. 

About  2  p.  m.  a  detachment  of  20  men,  under  troop  commander,  escorted  Capt.  Best's 
battery  to  position  south  of  San  Juan  Hill,  where  the  latter  opened  lire.  The  detach- 
ment was  dismounted,  the  horses  being  left  under  cover  of  hill. 

After  a  time  the  battery  stopped  firing  on  account  of  small-arms  fire  of  enemy. 

Detachment  was  unable  to  fire,  as  our  advance  line  remained  in  front  of  battery. 

Shortly  before  sundown  detachment  escorted  battery  to  San  Juan  Hill. 

The  detachment  remained  on  outpost  duty  all  night. 

The  remainder  of  the  troop,  except  a  noncommissioned  officer  and  4  men  detailed 
as  orderlies  for  General  Wheeler,  returned  to  camp  at  General  Shafter's  headquar- 
ters shortly  after  dark. 

Corporal  Cotner  had  a  horse  killed  under  him  by  a  shell  and  was  himself  rendered 
insensible  for  a  time. 

Private  Yeltman's  horse  was  wounded  twice.  Orderlies  and  detachments  were 
exposed  to  artillery  and  small-arms  fire  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  The  men  acted 
with  coolness,  judgment,  and  resoliition. 

July  Z. — The  detachment  in  camp  constructed  shelters  for  the  wounded  during  the 
forenoon.  In  the  afternoon,  under  Lieutenant  Christian,  they  escorted  a  wagon 
train  of  wounded  to  Siboney  and  returned  to  camp,  16  miles. 

The  outpost  was  withdrawn  at  daybreak  and  about  7.30  a.  m.  escorted  battery 
back  to  El  Poso  house.  Upon  arriving  there,  was  ordered  to  go  to  camp  at  head- 
quarters to  feed  men  and  horses,  5  miles. 

At  1  p.  m.  took  154  Spanish  prisoners  to  Siboney,  turned  them  over  to  General 
DufSeld,  and  returned  to  camp,  16  miles. 


Major-general  coMMANDme  the  army.  457 

July  S. — Scouted  roads  leading  from  El  Poso  house  for  sharpshooters. 
July  4. — Scouted  over  trail  to  Siboney  via  Sevilla;   distance  by  trail,  14  miles. 
Returned  to  camp  by  road,  8  miles.    No  signs  of  enemy.    Trail  impracticable  for 
pack  train. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  F.  Clark, 
Fii-st  Lieutenant,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop. 


Bivouac  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  S3, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  tJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels. ) 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  my  command,  "the  Gatling-gun  detachment.  Fifth  Army  Corps,"  covering  its 
operations  from  organization  down  to  the  present  time : 

I.  ORGANIZATION. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  from  General  Shafter,  I  was  given  a  detail  of  2  sergeants 
and  10  privates  on  the  2t>th  of  May,  1898,  from  the  Thirteenth  United  States  Infan- 
try, then  in  camp  near  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  directed  to  report  to  First  Lieut.  John  T. 
Thompson,  ordnance  department,  ordnance  officer,  Tampa,  "for  duty  with  Gatling 
guns.'"'  I  was  placed  in  charge  of  4  guns,  model  1895,  caliber  .30,  and  at  once  began 
instruction  of  the  detachment. 

On  June  1 1  received  verbal  instructions  to  assist  Lieutenant  Thompson  in  his  work 
at  the  ordnance  depot,  and  performed  this  duty,  in  addition  to  my  duties  with  the 
guns,  until  June  6,  superintending  issues  to  the  expedition  (Fifth  Corps)  then  fitting 
out  for  Cuba.  On  June  6  I  took  my  men  and  guns  aboard  the  transport  CAerofcee, 
and  on  June  11,  per  Special  Orders,  No.  16,  Fifth  Corps,  of  that  date,  my  detail  was 
increased  to  37  men  all  told,  of  whom  1  was  left  sick  in  hospital  at  Tampa.  Twelve 
of  these,  however,  did  not  join  me  until  after  debarkation  at  Daiquiri. 

On  June  25  I  received  verbal  instructions  from  General  Shafter  to  disembark  at 
once,  select  the  necessary  number  of  mules,  and  get  to  the  front  as  soon  as  possible, 
reporting  on  arrival  there  to  General  Wheeler,  then  in  command  of  all  the  troops  at 
the  front.  I  was  unable  to  obtain  any  tentage  for  myself,  and  had  only  shelter  tents 
for  my  men. 

I  was  joined  on  June  25  by  Capt.  Henry  Marcotte,  U.  S.  A.,  retired,  regularly 
authorized  correspondent  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal,  who  has  been  with  me 
ever  since,  enduring  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  season  with  Spartan  fortitude, 
although  equally  as  destitute  of  cover  as  myself  and  60  years  of  age.  I  desire  to 
express  here,  officially  and  fully,  my  great  appreciation  of  the  valuable  advice  and 
assistance  which  he  has  continually  given.  His  large  experience  of  war,  his  clear 
head  and  good  judgment,  have  always  been  at  hand  to  aid,  and  his  cool  example  to 
myself  and  my  men  under  fire  did  much  to  steady  us  and  keep  us  up  to  our  work 
when  we  first  were  called  upon  to  face  that  ordeal. 

All  the  members  of  the  detachment  who  had  not  previously  done  so  joined  me  on 
June  26,  on  which  day  I  reached  the  extreme  front  and  reported  to  General  Wheeler. 
The  guns  were  posted  by  his  direction  in  a  position  to  sweep  the  neighboring  hills 
toward  the  enemy,  and  I  went  into  camp,  remaining  there  untQ  July  1. 

Summing  up  the  organization,  it  should  be  stated  here  that  this  detachment  was 
organized  at  the  first,  and  has  ever  since  remained,  an  independent  command,  receiv- 
ing its  orders  directly  from  the  corps  commander.  It  has  had  its  own  records, 
returns,  rolls,  etc.,  has  been  rationed  separately  all  the  time,  and  is  composed  of  men 
selected  by  myself  from  various  regiments. 

II.    the  battery   of   GATLINGS  in  ACTION. 

On  the  morning  of  July  1 1  broke  camp  at  4.30  a.  m.  and,  pursuant  to  instructions 
from  General  Shafter,  proceeded  to  El  Poso,  placing  my  battery,  as  I  shall  hence- 
forth call  it,  in  support  behind  the  position  taken  by  a  battery  of  artillery  later.  I 
took  this  position  about  6  a.  ra.  Soon  after  the  artillery  arrived,  went  into  battery, 
and  opened  fire  at  Santia,go,  the  range  being  2,600  yards.  After  some  time  the 
enemy  replied  with.a  well-directed  fire,  the  second  shell  bursting  directly  over  my 
battery,  in  the  rear  of  the  artillery.  Neither  my  men  nor  mules  showed  anv  signs 
of  disturbance,  and  we  remained  in  our  perilous  position  nearly  twenty  minutes  the 
enemy's  shell  bursting  all  around  us,  until  ordered  to  the  rear  by  the  chief  of  staff. 
The  Gatling  battery  then  went  quietly  to  the  rear,  under  fire  until  out  of  range,  and 
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remained  there  until  the  artillery  fire  ceased,  at  about  9  a.  m.  Private  Hoft,  Com- 
pany D,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  a  member  of  the  detachment,  who  had  been  detailed  to 
guard  the  camp  equipage^  at  El  Peso,  remained  at  his  post  during  the  whole  of  the 
artillery  fight,  and  deserves  great  credit  therefor,  his  battery  having  been  ordered 
to  the  rear. 

At  9  a.  m.  I  returned  to  El  Poso,  and  there  received  the  following  instructions  from 
Colonel  McClernand,  assistant  adjutant-general  Fifth  Corps :  "  Find  the  Seventy- 
first  New  York  Volunteers  and  go  in  with  them,  if  you  can.  If  this  is  not  practicable, 
find  the  best  position  yon  can  and  use  your  guns  to  the  best  advantage." 

Pursuant  to  these  instructions  I  went  forward  about  a  half  mile  and  found  the 
Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  halting  to  learn  what  their  instructions  were.  I 
could  get  no  clear  idea  of  what  they  were  going  to  do,  but  waited  about  fifteen  min- 
utes in  their  rear  to  find  out. 

Meantime,  troops  continually  passed  us  toward  the  front.  Then,  about  10.15  a.m., 
firing  began  in  front.  I  rode  forward  alone  along  the  road,  which  was  a  narrow 
defile  through  a  jungle,  and  found  that  about  half  a  mile  in  front  was  a  creek,  upon 
the  crossing  of  which  the  enemy's  fire  seemed  to  be  concentrated.  In  front  of  this 
crossing  seemed  to  be  a  level  plain  for  about  400  to  800  yards,  beyond  which  was  a 
semicircular  ridge  crowned  with  Spanish  trenches,  from  which  the  fire  seemed  to 
come.  Men  were  being  hit  continually  at  this  place  (the  ford),  but  it  seemed  to  me 
to  be  a  good  place  to  work  my  battery  efiectively.  I  rode  back,  finding  the  Seventy- 
first  New  York  Volunteers  still  lying  beside  the  road,  without  any  apparent  inten- 
tion of  moving.  I  determined  to  leave  them  and  go  into  action,  and  moved  the  bat- 
tery forward  at  a  gallop  to  within  about  150  yards  of  the  ford,  where  I  met  Colonel 
Derby,  of  General  Shafter's  staff,  who  informed  me  that  the  troops  were  not  yet  suf- 
ficiently deployed  to  take  advantage  of  my  fire  and  advised  me  to  wait.  The  bullets 
were  cutting  through  all  around,  and,  as  we  learned  afterward,  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters were  actually  in  the  woods  near  us,  up  in  tall  trees,  picking  off  officers  and 
men.  There  was  also  a  sudden  increase  of  fire  by  the  enemy  at  this  moment,  caused 
by  a  wild  cheering  set  up  by  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  as  the  battery 
passed  them  on  its  way  to  the  front.  This  cheering  located  our  position  for  the 
enemy  and  drew  his  fire.  Many  a  brave  soldier  who  had  gone  to  the  front  was  put 
forever  beyond  the  possibility  of  cheering  by  this  outburst  of  ignorant  enthusiasm. 

I  acted  on  Colonel  Derby's  advice,  and  he  promised  to  send  me  word  when  the 
proper  moment  for  action  came.  This  wait  was  necessary,  as  I  knew  only  part  of 
the  plan  of  battle  and  might  have  jeopardized  other  parts  by  prematurely  exposing 
our  strength  at  this  point.  The  gun  crews  lay  down  under  their  guns  and  steadily 
remained  at  their  posts.  The  fire  finally  grew  so  hot  that  I  moved  about  100  yards 
back,  at  about  12  noon.  At  about  1  p.  m.  I  received  a  message,  sent  by  Colonel 
Derby,  I  think,  as  follows :  "  General  Shafter  directs  that  you  gi  ve  one  of  your  guns 
to  Lieutenant  Miley,  take  the  others  forward  beyond  the  ford  where  the  dynamite 
gun  is,  and  go  into  action  at  the  best  point  you  can  find."  I  obeyed  the  order, 
giving  Lieutenant  Miley  Sergeant  Weigle's  gun  and  crew,  and  moving  the  rest  for- 
ward at  a  gallop  to  the  point  beyond  the  ford  which  I  had  already  selected  as  a  good 
place.  The  battery  opened  with  3  guns  simultaneously  at  1.15  p.  m.,  using  ranges 
of  600  to  800  yards.  'The  enemy  at  first  concentrated  his  fire  upon  us,  but  soon  weak- 
ened, and  in  five  minutes  was  clambering  from  his  trenches  and  running  to  the  rear. 
We  fired  as  rapidly  as  possible  upon  the  groups  thus  presented  until  I  saw  a  white 
handkerchief  waved  by  someone  of  my  own  regiment,  the  Thirteenth  Infantry,  and 
at  the  same  moment  Captain  Landis,  First  United  States  Cavalry,  who  had  volun- 
tarily assisted  me  throughout,  said:  "Better  stop;  our  own  men  are  climbing  up 
the  ridge."  I  ordered  the  fire  to  cease  at  1.231  p.m.,  and  a  moment  later  saw  our  own 
troops  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill.  The  firing  had  been  continued  by  the  battery 
until  our  own  troops  were  within  150  yards  of  the  enemy's  trenches — a  fact  made 
possible  by  the  steep  slope  of  the  hill  upon  which  the  enemy  had  been. 

At  the  time  when  my  battery  went  into  action  I  had  no  support,  and  the  position 
I  took  was  at  least  100  yards  in  front  of  any  of  our  troops  along  this  part  of  the  line. 
About  the  time  I  ceased  firing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin,  Tenth  Cavalry,  put  two 
troops  in  support  of  my  battery. 

I  have  advanced,  in  a  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army  from 
Fort  Leavenworth,  dated  January  1,  1898,  the  theory  that  such  guns  as  these 
can  be  used  on  the  offensive.  The  conditions  of  this  assault  were  favorable,  the 
morale  of  my  men  superb,  and  the  use  made  of  the  guns  followed  the  theory  set 
forth  in  the  letter  referred  to  with  the  exactness  of  a  mathematical  demonstration. 
The  infantry  and  cavalry  had  been  pounding  away  for  two  hours  on  these  positions. 
In  eight  and  one-half  minutes  after  the  Gatlings  opened  the-  works  were  ours. 
Inspired  by  the  friendly  rattle  of  the  machine  guns,  our  own  troops  rose  to  the 
charge,  while  the  enemy,  amazed  by  our  sudden  and  tremendous  increase  of  fire, 
first  diverted  his  fire  to  my  battery  and  then,  unable  to  withstand  the  hail  of  bullets, 
augmented  by  the  moral  effect  of  our  battery  fire  and  the  charging  line,  broke  madly 
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from  his  safe  trendies  and  was  mercilessly  cut  by  the  fire  of  these  gnns  during  his 
flight. 

1  at  once  limbered  np  and  took  stock  of  my  losses.  One  man  was  killed,  one  badly 
wounded,  one  mule  hit  twice,  but  not  badly  injured,  and  several  men  were  missing. 

Suddenly  the  fire  was  resumed  at  the  front.  I  moved  my  three  pieces  forward  at 
a  gallop  and  went  into  action  on  the  skirmish  line  on  top  of  the  captured  position 
with  two  pieces  to  the  right  and  one  to  the  left  of  the  main  road  from  El  Poso  to 
Santiago.  I  was  compelled  to  make  the  skirmishers  give  way  to  the  right  and  left 
in  order  to  get  room  for  my  guns  on  the  firing  line,  and  had  to  'mpress  stragglers  to 
carry  ammunition.  Captain  Ayres,  Tenth  Cavalry,  gave  me  a  detail  of  1  sergeant 
and  2  privates,  all  of  whom  did  fine  service.  It  seemed  to  me  the  enemy  was  trying 
to  retake  the  position.  About  4  to  4.15  p.  m.  I  saw  a  body,  apparently  about  400,  of 
the  enemy  to  the  right  front  of  my  position  and  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by 
Colonel  Roosevelt  with  the  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry.  I  turned  a  Gat- 
ling  on  them,  using  600-yard  range,  and  they  disappeared.  Soon  after  the  firing 
sensibly  slackened  all  along  the  line.  In  the  r(ipid  fire  on  this  last  body  of  the 
enemy  I  had  overheated  one  piece  and  it  went  temporarily  out  of  action.  I  went 
over  to  Colonel  Roosevelt's  position,  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  to  the  right  on  a 
salient,  and  reconnoitered.  While  there  Sergeant  Weigle  reported  to  me  with  his 
piece,  informing  me  that  Lieutenant  Miley  had  not  put  it  into  action,  and  asked  for 
instructions.  This  was  about  5  p.  m.,  and  the  fire  became  warmer  at  that  moment. 
I  directed  Sergeant  Weigle  to  run  his  piece  up  on  the  firing  line  and  report  to  the 
officer  in  charge  thereof;  he  did  so,  and  went  into  action  at  once.  Colonel  Roose- 
velt, who  was  and  remained  present.  Informs  me  that  this  gun  was  very  effectively 
used.  I  rejoined  my  other  two  guns  and  put  both  of  them  on  the  firing  line  at  the 
left  of  the  El  Poso  road.  At  sundown  the  enemy  made  a  sharp  attack,  and  all  three 
of  my  guns  were  effectively  used. 

During  this  fight  a  battery  in  the  city  opened  on  my  guns,  firing  16-centimeter 
shell.  I  at  once  turned  my  guns  on  it,  and  kept  up  so  warm  a  fire  that  the  cannoneers 
left  their  battery  and  did  not  return.  In  all,  they  had  fired  three  16-centimeter  shells 
at  us,  all  of  which  broke  just  over  or  just  beyond  my  battery.  I  secured  the  fuse  of 
one,  still  warm,  and  after  the  surrender  visited  the  battery  which  had  fired  at  us, 
and  examined  the  gun.  It  is  a  16-centimeter  (6.2992  inches)  bronze  rifled  gun,  in 
barbette  on  a  pintle.  This  is  probably  the  first  time  in  land  fighting  that  such  a 
piece  was  ever  silenced  by  machine-gun  fire.  The  range  I  used  was  2,000  yards 
(estimated). 

My  gnns  were  used  during  the  remainder  of  the  fighting  in  the  trenches  at  the 
salient  occupied  by  Colonel  Roosevelt.  I  took  off  the  wheels  and  put  the  guns,  on 
the  carriages,  in  emplacements,  erecting  sand-bag  parapets  in  front  as  cover,  during 
the  night  of  July  4.  The  disabled  gun  was  brought  up  and  repaired,  subsequently 
participating  in  the  fighting.  The  "dynamite  gun"  (Sims-Dudley),  under  Sergeant 
Barrowe,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  cooperated  with  the  battery  thus 
formed;  and  the  whole  battery  thus  formed,  including  two  Colt's  automatic  rapid- 
fire  guns  under  Lieutenant  Tiffany,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  did  good 
work  in  all  the  subsequent  fighting.  I  supplied  about  8,000  rounds  of  captured  Mauser 
cartridges  to  Tiffany,  which  had  been  captured  by  my  battery,  and  which  he  used 
effectively  in  his  Colt  guns. 

During  all  the  subsequent  fighting  I  had  a  strong  fire  directed  upon  the  battery  of 
the  enemy  previously  mentioned,  whenever  any  attempt  was  made  to  use  it.  I  found 
in  this  battery  after  the  surrender  7  pieces  of  artillery,  as  follows :  One  16-centimeter 
gun,  4  gnns  of  about  3-inclj  caliber,  and  2  mountain  guns,  all  in  good  working 
order,  plentifully  supplied  with  ammunition.  The  16-centimeter  gun  was  actually 
loaded.  This  battery  did  not  participate  in  the  firing  by  the  enemy  after  my  battery 
was  ordered  to  make  a  target  of  it.  The  conclusion  is  that  my  machine  guns  kept 
out  of  action  this  battery  of  the  enemy,  as  no  other  organization  in  our  line  had 
orders  to  pay  especial  attention  to  it.  If  we  had  done  nothing  else  during  the  cam- 
paign our  organization  would  be  justified. 

My  loss,  as  footed  up  on  the  night  of  July  1,  was  33J  per  cent  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing — the  largest  loss  recorded  of  any  organization  in  this  army  corps.  The 
efficiency  of  our  service  has  been  attested  to  me,  not  only  by  scores  of  our  own 
officers  who  were  on  the  firing  line,  but  also  by  many  Spanish  officers  since  the  sur- 
render. The  favorite  expression  of  the  latter  is:  "It  was  terrible  when  your  guns 
opened — always.  They  went  b-r-r-r,  like  a  lawn  mower  cutting  the  grass  over  our 
trenches.  We  could  not  stick  a  finger  up  when  you  fired  without  getting  it  cut 
off— so." 

in. 

The  work  of  this  experimental  battery  proves  that  in  this  arm  we  have  a  new 
weapon,  supplementary  to  infantry  and  cavalry,  independent  of  both  as  one  arm  is 
of  another,  and  more  nearly  capable  of  independent  action  than  any  other  arm  of 
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the  service.  It  is  equally  demonstrated  that  this  new  arm  is  entirely  different  from 
artillery  in  its  functions  and  can  live  where  the  latter  is  compelled  to  retire.  It 
should  therefore  he  organized  as  a  separate  arm.  I  have,  at  the  request  of  General 
Wheeler,  drawn  up  a  scheme  of  such  organization  and  submitted  it  to  him. 

Experience  shows  me  that  the  carriage  is  too  heavy.  I  can  only  renew  the  repre- 
sentations contained  in  my  letter  of  January  1, 1898,  to  the  Adjutant-General,  accom- 
panying drawings,  etc.,  of  my  proposed  carriage  for  machine  guns.  I  would  now, 
based  on  experience,  modify  my  theory  of  organization  as  then  proposed,  and  would 
make  several  changes  in  the  model  of  carriage  then  proposed,  without  departing 
from  the  general  principle. 

If  any  expression  of  such  views  is  desired,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  submit  them 
when  called  upon  by  the  War  Department  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  John  H.  Parker, 

Second  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantiy, 
Commanding  Galling  Gun  Detachment,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


REPORT  OF  MAJ.  GEN.  WILLIAM  MONTROSE  GRAHAM. 

Headqtjakteks  Second  Akmt  Corps, 
Gamp  George  Gordon  Meade,  Near  Middletown,  Pa.,  Sept.  15,  1898. 
To  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  your  telegram  of  August 
30, 1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  affairs  in  the  Department  of  Texas,  embracing  the  State 
of  Texas,  and  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  embracing  the  States  of 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas ;  also  the  operations  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  at  Camp  Eussell 
A.  Alger,  Va.,  and  Camp  George  Gordon  Meade.  Pa. 

INDIAN  SCOUTS. 

The  number  of  Indian  scouts  varied  from  15  to  20. 

AWARDING   OP  MEDALS   TO   SUCCESSFUL   CONTESTANTS. 

Accompanied  by  my  junior  aid-de-camp.  First  Lieut.  George  F.  Bar- 
ney, Second  Artillery,  I  visited  Fort  Clark  between  the  14th  and  16th 
of  October  for  the  purpose  of  awarding  medals  to  the  successful  con- 
testants in  the  deiiartment  infantry  competition  announced  in  General 
Orders,  Ko.  23,  Headquarters  Department  of  Texas,  October  15, 1897; 
Special  Orders,  Bo,  115,  par.  4,  Department  of  Texas,  October  12, 1897. 

AN  UNUSUAL    AND    EXTRAORDINARY  EPIDEMIC    OF   DENGUE    FEVER. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  and  the  early  part  of  the  fall 
months  all  the  posts  in  the  department  suffered  from  an  extraordinary 
epidemic  of  dengue  fever,  prevalent  in  San  Antonio  and  throughout 
the  State  of  Texas. 

CHANGES   OP   STATIONS  RECOMMENDED   OCTOBER  16,  1897. 

Headquarters,  band,  and  two  troops  Fifth  Cavalry  from  Fort  Sam 
Houston  to  Fort  Clark,  Tex.,  exchanging  with  two  troops  there. 

Headquarters,  band,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  four  companies  Twenty- 
third  Infantry  to  Fort  Sam  Houston,  exchanging  with  four  companies 
Eighteenth  Infantry. 
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Two  troops  Fifth  Cavalry,  at  Forts  Brown  and  Einggold,  and  three 
companies  Twenty-third  Infantry,  at  Forts  Brown,  Ringgold,  and  Mcin- 
tosh, to  be  relieved  by  an  equal  number  of  troops  and  companies  of 
these  regiments,  respectively — proper  consideration  to  be  given  to  pre- 
vious stations  and  service. 

The  following  considerations  governed  largely  in  the  above  recom- 
mendations : 

Of  the  companies  recommended  for  Fort  Sam  Houston,  A,  G,  and  H 
were  at  the  time  stationed  at  Forts  Mcintosh,  Einggold,  and  Brown, 
while  the  other  three  were  never  at  Fort  Sam  Houston. 

O,  recommended  to  Fort  Einggold,  had  never  been  on  lower  river,  and 
had  been  two  years  or  more  at  Fort  Sam  Houston. 

Of  the  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  recommended  to  Fort 
Clark  and  Eagle  Pass,  B,  G,  E,  F,  and  A  were  then  stationed  at  Fort 
Sam  Houston.  Previously  E  had  been  at  Einggold,  F  at  Fort  Mcin- 
tosh, and  the  others  at  Clark  and  Bliss. 

C,  recommended  to  Fort  Mcintosh,  was  then  stationed  at  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  previously  stationed  at  Bliss. 

D  and  H  to  Fort  Bliss,  their  station  at  the  time. 

Troops  B,  C,  I,  and  G,  recommended  to  Fort  Sam  Houston,  had  never 
been  there. 

Of  Troops  H  and  K,  recommended  to  Port  Clark,  H  was  at  Einggold 
and  had  been  previously  stationed  at  Sam  Houston ;  K,  then  at  Sam 
Houston,  had  been  previously  stationed  at  Fort  Brown. 

Troop  E,  recommended  to  go  to  Fort  Mcintosh,  was  then  stationed 
at  Sam  Houston,  and  had  been  previously  stationed  at  Ringgold. 

Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  relieved  September  21. 

The  brigade  is  now  composed  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  Fifteenth 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  Third  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry  was  assigned  to  this  divi- 
sion by  General  Orders,  No.  34,  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
June  27. 

The  First  Connecticut  Volunteer  Infantry  assigned  by  verbal  orders 
from  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  July  27. 

These  regiments  were  framed  into  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Divi- 
sion, by  General  Orders,  No.  59,  Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
August  2,  but  carried  on  the  returns  of  the  First  Division  until  the 
ordering  of  these  regiments  to  their  States  September  6  and  7,  1898. 

It  will  be  observed  that  during  the  month  of  September  the  entire 
composition  of  the  division  was  changed  with  the  exception  of  two  regi- 
ments— Eighth  and  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  The 
Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  First  Maryland  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
Thirty-fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  have  replaced  the  First  'New 
Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry,  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
Sixty-fifth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  First  Brigade. 

The  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  Two  hundred  and  second  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry  have  replaced  the  Sixth  Illinois,  Sixth  Massachusetts, 
and  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  ordered  to  Cuba.  In  the  Third 
Brigade  the  Fifteenth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  has  replaced  the 
Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  general  discipline  of  this  division  is  fairly  good,  but  the  internal 
discipline,  instruction,  and  economy  in  regimental  caraps  and  companies 
is  far  below  the  standard,  as  compared  with  regular  troops.    This  I 
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believe  is  the  natural  result  of  familiar  association  and  aflSliation  of  the 
commissioned  officers  with  the  enlisted  men  when  not  on  duty  under 
arms.  The  fault  primarily  is  believed  to  be  in  the  composition,«forma- 
tion,  and  organization  of  the  companies  and  regiments.  There  seems 
to  be  good  ground  for  assuming  tljat  comparatively  few  of  the  officers 
have  been  selected  and  commissioned  on  account  of  fitness  and  efficiency. 

In  order  to  properly  discipline  and  instruct  the  troops  of  this  com- 
mand it  is  essential  to  have  an  experienced  and  efficient  staff.  Four 
staff  positions  are  still  vacant,  viz,  chief  quartermaster,  acting  judge- 
advocate,  engineer  officer,  and  chief  surgeon.  My  senior  aid.  First 
Lieut.  T.  E.  Elvers,  Third  United  States  Cavalry,  is  at  present  acting 
as  chief  quartermaster,  and  Maj.  Walter  K.  Wright,  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, United  States  Volunteers,  chief  commissary  of  the  division,  is 
acting  judge-advocate.  Major  de  Neidman,  chief  surgeon,  United 
States  Volunteers,  in  charge  of  First  Division  hospital,  is  acting  as 
chief  surgeon  of  the  division. 

Application  has  been  made  for  the  assignment  of  a  designated  oflScer 
as  aid,  to  complete  my  complement.  There  is  abundance  of  work  for 
all  the  members  of  a  complete  staff.  My  personal  aids  and  division 
staff'  are  all  efficient  officers. 

The  dissatisfaction  with  the  service  caused  by  the  desire  to  be  mus- 
tered out,  existing  to  a  high  degree  a  fortnight  since,  seems  to  have 
largely  abated;  although  many  individual  applications  for  discharge 
have  been  received  daily.  The  idea  seemed  to  prevail  that  any  regi- 
ment having  a  political  influence  at  home  could  be  furloughed  for 
thirty  days  and  then  be  mustered  out;  and  when  a  regiment  was 
selected  and  designated  to  be  mustered  out,  the  knowledge  of  the  fact 
among  surrounding  camps  ot  other  regiments  caused  great  discontent 
and  unmilitary,  unsoldierly  proceedings.  To  such  an  extent  was  this 
the  case  that  the  corps  commander,  in  the  interest  of  good  order  and 
military  discipline,  deemed  it  wise  and  expedient  to  move  regiments 
designated  to  be  furloughed  and  mustered  out  to  other  camps,  in  order 
to  separate  them  from  the  regiments  that  were  retained. 

It  is  a  gratification  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  discipline  of  the  com- 
mand has  shown  marked  improvement  during  the  past  week. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  camps  are  as  good  as  can  be  made 
with  surface  drainage,  which  is  excellent.  Strict  attention  is  paid  to 
the  preparation  and  cooking  of  the  food,  and  all  of  the  officers  with 
whom  I  have  talked  on  this  subject  seem  strongly  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  a  rigid  enforcement  of  all  sanitary  measures,  though  their 
ideas  of  rigid  enforcement  vary.  The  sick  list,  however,  has  steadily 
decreased  up  to  the  past  four  days.  This  is  in  a  measure  due  to  the 
fact  that  many  men  go  home  on  a  twenty-four-hour  pass  or  a  seven-day 
furlough,  and  instead  of  returning  at  the  termination  of  their  granted 
period  of  absence,  send  in  a  certificate  of  sickness  signed  by  someone 
as  attending  physician,  and  for  fear  of  doing  injustice  in  a  deserving 
case  these  applications  for  extension  are  as  a  rule  granted,  and  the 
absentees  transferred  to  the  list  of  "  absent,  sick." 

The  regimental  battalion  and  company  drills  show  a  degree  of  effi- 
ciency far  surpassing  the  standard  of  discipline. 

I  left  Fort  Einggold  on  the  26th  by  ambulance,  for  which  relays  had 
been  provided,  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Mcintosh,  where  I  arrived  on  the 
27th  of  the  month.  For  inspection  and  exercises  thereat,  see  Appen- 
dix 0. 

I  attended  session  of  officer's  lyceum  March  2.  The  subject  for  gen- 
eral discussion  was  "The  transportation  for  an  army,"  participated  in 
by  all  officers. 
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The  appearance  of  the  command  and  the  condition  of  the  post  were 
entirely  satisfactory.  The  execution  of  the  evolutions  showed  thor- 
ough and  careful  training,  aud  was  most  creditable  to  both  the  officers 
and  enlisted  men  of  the  troops  stationed  there. 

From  this  point  I  returned  to  Fort  Sam  Houston  and  inspected  that 
post.    The  inspection  occupied  three  days. 

The  first  day  I  held  a  review  of  the  entire  command  in  full  dress 
uniform,  inspected  the  barracks,  books  and  papers,  the  hospital,  bakery, 
post  exchange,  and  the  consolidated  mess. 

The  condition  of  the  barracks  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Every- 
thing was  neat  and  clean,  there  was  plenty  of  room  for  the  men,  and 
the  buildings  were  in  good  condition. 

The  books  were  properly  kept  and  up  to  date. 

The  hospital  was  in  excellent  condition,  and  there  were  very  few 
patients.    Those  present  were  doing  well  and  comfortably  situated. 

The  bakery  was  in  good  condition  and  meeting  all  demands  on  it. 

The  exchange  was  in  successful  operation,  and  accomplishing  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  the  objects  for  which  it  had  been  instituted. 

The  consolidated  mess  was  found  in  a  most  excellent  condition.  It 
reflected  credit  on  the  officer  in  charge  of  it  in  every  detail,  and  clearly 
demonstrated  that  at  least  at  large  posts  a  consolidated  mess  can  be 
made  to  add  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  men. 

The  march  in  review  was  executed  in  quick  time  by  the  infantry  and 
by  the  mounted  troops  at  a  walk,  trot,  and  gallop.  At  the  increased 
gaits  the  horses  showed  the  want  of  training  in  maintaining  the  gaits, 
some  being  at  a  gallop  while  others  were  at  a  trot.  Otherwise  the 
marching  was  very  creditable  to  the  troops. 

The  results  of  the  second  and  third  days'  inspections  (see  Appendixes 
D  and  E)  were  highly  satisfactory,  evidencing  great  interest  and  excel- 
lent care  and  training. 

The  posts  of  Fort  Bliss,  El  Paso,  Tex.,  Fort  Clark,  and  Camp  Eagle 
Pass  having  been  inspected  within  the  year,  had  not  been  again  visited 
up  to  the  time  I  was  ordered  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  I  was  about  to  make  this 
inspection  when  the  orders  changing  the  limits  of  the  department  were 
received.  From  that  time  until  I  relinquished  the  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf  to  assume  command  of  the  Second  Army  Corps 
there  was  no  opportunity  offered, 

PROGRESSIVE  MILITARY  MAP   OF   THE  UNITED   STATES. 

WorK  on  the  progressive  military  map  of  the  United  States,  which 
was  in  progress  in  the  Department  of  Texas,  was  stopped  by  letter  of 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  dated  March  10,  1898,  and  the  offi- 
cers on  the  work  in  the  field  connected  therewith  were  recalled. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   TEXAS. 

The  following  staff  officers  served  at  the  headquarters  Department 
of  Texas  between  September  1,  1897,  and  March  12,  1898,  when  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf  was  formed : 

GENERAL  STAFF. 

1,  Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  MacArthur,  assistant  adjutant-general,  relieved 
from  duty  as  adjutant-general  headquarters  Department  of  Texas 
October  9, 1897. 
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2.  Lieut.  Ool.  William  P.  Hall,  assistant  adjutant  general,  reported 
for  duty,  and  was  announced  adjutant-general  Department  of  Texas 
November  12, 1897. 

3.  Capt.  F.  L.  Dodds,  acting  judge-advocate,  judge-advocate. 

4.  Lieut.  Ool.  John  Simpson,  deputy  quartermaster- general,  chief 
quartermaster. 

5.  Capt.  E.  E.  Stevens,  acting  quartermaster,  reported  for  duty,  and 
was  assigned  as  quartermaster  at  Fort  Sam  Houston  November  1, 1897. 

6.  Capt.  Isaac  W.  Littell,  assistant  quartermaster,  relieved  from  duty 
as  quartermaster  at  Fort  Sam  Houston  November  1, 1897. 

7.  Oapt.  Edward  E.  Dravo,  commissary  of  subsistence,  chief  commis- 
sary. 

8.  Lieut,  Col.  Peter  J.  A.  Cleary,  deputy  surgeon-general,  chief 
surgeon, 

9.  Maj.  F.  S.  Dodge,  paymaster,  CJ.  S.  Army,  chief  paymaster. 

10.  Maj,  Clarence  E.  Dutton,  chief  ordnance  officer. 

11.  First  Lieut,  Samuel  Eeber,  Signal  Corps,  chief  signal  officer. 

PERSONAL  STAFF. 
y 

1.  First  Lieut.  T.  E.  Adams,  Fifth  Artillery,  aid-de-camp  and  in- 
spector of  small-arms  practice. 

2.  First  Lieut,  George  F,  Barney,  Second  Artillery,  reported  for  duty, 
and  was  announced  aid-de-camp  and  acting  engineer  officer  of  the 
department  September  13,  1897. 

DEPARTMENT   OP   THE   GTTLF. 

The  following  staff  officers  served  at  headquarters  Department  of  the 
Gulf  from  the  12th  of  March  until  I  relinquished  command,  May  18. 

GENERAL  STAFF. 

1.  Lieut.  Ool.  William  P.  Hall,  assistant  adjutant-general,  adjutant- 
general. 

2,  Lieut.  Ool.  Peter  D.  Yroom,  inspector-general,  TJ.  S.  Army,  reported 
for  duty,  and  was  announced  inspector- general  of  the  department  April 
27, 1898. 

3,  Capt.  Frank  L,  Dodds,  acting  judge-advocate,  TT.  S.  Army,  judge- 
advocate. 

4,  Lieut,  Col.  John  Simpson,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief 
quartermaster. 

5.  Oapt,  Guy  Howard,  assistant  quartermaster,  reported  for  duty 
March  27,  and  was  assigned  as  assistant  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of 
the  department  March  29, 

6,  Capt,  Edward  E,  Dravo,  commissary  of  subsistence,  chief  commis- 
sary of  subsistence, 

7,  Lieut.  Ool,  Peter  J.  A.  Cleary,  deputy  sugeon-general,  chief 
surgeon. 

8.  Maj,  F,  S,  Dodge,  paymaster,  TJ.  S.  Army,  chief  paymaster. 

9.  First  Lient.  Samuel  Eeber,  Signal  Corps,  chief  signal  officer. 
Believed  from  duty  in  the  department  May  13. 

10.  Lieut.  Col,  Frank  G,  Smith,  Sixth  Artillery,  reported  for  duty, 
and  was  assigned  as  inspector  of  artillery  and  chief  ordnance  officer  of 
the  department  April  26, 
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PKT5S0NAL   STAFF. 

1.  Capt.  Thomas  E.  Adams,  Fifth  Artillery,  aid-de-camp  and  in- 
spector of  small-arms  practice;  relieved  from  duty  ou  his  promotion, 
April  12. 

2.  First  Lieut.  W.  W.  Galbraith,  Fifth  Artillery,  reported  for  duty 
and  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  and  inspector  of  small-arms  practice 
April  27. 

3.  First  Lieut.  George  F.  Barney,  -Second  Artillery,  aid-de-camp  and 
engineer  ofBcer;  relieved  at  his  own  request,  April  7,  to  enable  him  to 
accept  the  appointment  of  regimental  quartermaster  in  his  regiment. 

4.  Second  Lieut.  Charles  P.  Summerall,  Fifth  Artillery,  reported  for 
duty  and  ^was  assigned  as  aid-de-camp  and  announced  engineer  ofBcer 
of  the  department  April  9. 

PAY  DEPARTMENT. 

At  the' time  of  relinquishing  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf  the  Pay  Department  was  represented  by  Uol.  George  E.  Glenn, 
assistant  paymaster-general,  chief  paymaster,  who  was  assisted  by 
Majs.  0.  O.  Sniflen,  Francis  S.  Dodge,  Charles  McClure,  William  F. 
Tucker,  George  R.  Smith,  Elijah  W.  Halford,  William  H.  Hamner,  and 
John  L.  Bullis,  Pay  Department,  United  States  Army. 

It  is  only  just  to  record  the  fact  that  I  am  highly  appreciative  of  the 
services  of  my  staff  in  the  Department  of  Texas  and  later  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf.  Their  several  duties  were  ably  and  satisfactorily  per- 
formed, and  my  relations  with  the  heads  of  departments  will  always  be 
pleasantly  remembered. 

The  members  of  the  clerical  force  performed  their  different  duties  in 
a  manner  which  deserves  recognition,  and  the  chief  clerk  and  his  assist- 
ants are  highly  commended  for  the  promptness,  ability,  and  accuracy 
which  characterized  their  work. 

CHANGE   IN   LIMITS   AND   NAME    OF   DEPARTMENT. 

On  the  11th  of  March  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  War  Department 
informing  me  of  the  creation  of  the  new  Department  of  the  Gulf,  com- 
posed of  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Texas,  directing  me  to  take  command  from 
San  Antonio  and  later  to  proceed  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  establish  the 
headquarters  of  the  department  there. 

I  assumed  command  of  this  department  in  General  Orders,  No.  1, 
Headquarters  Department  of  the  Gulf,  March  12, 1898. 

The  name  was  changed  to  "The  Department  of  the  South"  March 
12,  but  it  was  constituted  of  the  same  States,  and  on  the  18th  of  March 
it  was  changed  back  to  the  "Department  of  the  Gulf,"  and  General 
Orders,  No.  2,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  March  19, 
announced  the  name  and  limits,  as  well  as  my  personal  and  depart- 
ment staff.  ' 

On  the  14th  of  March  I  proceeded  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  accompanied  by 
my  chief  quartermaster,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Simpson,  deputy  quartermaster- 
general,  United  States  Army,  and  my  junior  aid,  First  Lieut.  George  F, 
Barney,  Second  Artillery. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  train  in  Atlanta,  March  16,  the  chief  quar- 
termaster proceeded  at  once  to  examine  and  inspect  several  buildings 
30  m  g 
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in  tlie  city  ■which  were  offered  as  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
headquarters  of  the  department.  This  inspection  and  examination 
continued  for  a  week,  until  on  the  23d  the  Austell  Building  was  selected 
as  being  the  most  eligible  in  the  city  for  the  purpose. 

During  this  time  a  room  in  the  Aragon  Hotel  was  occupied  for  office 
purposes  and  the  necessary  administration  work  of  the  department 
was  conducted  there. 

On  the  increase  of  the  artillery  and  the  consequent  ordering  of  a 
certain  number  of  men  from  the  old  batteries,  I,  on  the  18th  of  March, 
ordered  that  each  heavy  battery  should  furnish  1  sergeant,  1  corporal, 
and.  5  privates,  of  which  4  should  be  first  and  2  second  class  gunners. 
The  Light  Battery  was  similarly  instructed  for  1  sergeant,  1  corporal, 
and  7  priviates. 

These  assignments  were  made  by  telegraph  and  the  detachments 
organized  and  gotten  under  way  within  a  few  hours  of  the  receipt  of 
the  telegram,  with  the  exception  of  that  from  Fort  Pickens,  which  was 
delayed  twenty-four  hours,  due  to  the  unreliable  telegraphic  communi- 
cation of  that  command,  it  being  dependent  upon  the  auxiliary  assist- 
ance of  the  naval  authorities  at  the  Pensacola  Navy- Yard,  the  experi- 
ence of  which  proved  the  rule  that  "divided  responsibility  means  no 
responsibility." 

This  subject  was  represented  at  the  time  and  an  effort  made  to 
remedy  the  matter.  The  chief  signal  oflScer  of  the  department  was 
sent  to  Pensacola  to  examine  into  the  connections  and  ascertain  what 
was  necessary  to  insure  direct  and  immediate  communication  with  the 
troops  at  that  post.  This  effort  I  regretted  was  not  successful,  as  it 
was  decided  by  the  Signal  Bureau  that  the  existing  method  of  com- 
munication was  all  sufficient.  On  several  subsequent  occasions  the 
same  difficulty  was  experienced  in  communicating  promptly  with  that 
command  (Fort  Pickens),  whereas  prompt  communication  was  essential 
to  the  ])ublic  interests.  Had  there  been  an  attack  by  the  enemy's  fleet, 
as  was  apprehended  might  occur  at  the  time,  this  lack  of  communica- 
tion might  have  led  to  disastrous  results. 

1  had  ordered  Lieutenant  Eeber,  chief  signal  officer  of  the  depart- 
meat,  to  visit  all  the  stations  occupied  by  troops,  and  to  install  a  sys- 
tCDi  of  direct  and  rapid  communication  by  wire  with  department  head- 
quarters, which  was  successfully  accomplished,  with  the  exception 
noted  and  that  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  where  telegrams  were  received  by  a 
boat  which  brought  them  from  a  point  5  miles  distant. 

The  usual  estimates  for  repairs  to  rifle  ranges,  which  could  not  be 
made  with  troops,  were  called  for  March  22. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  accompanied  by  First  Lieut.  George  F.  Barney, 
Second  Artillery,  aid-decamp,  I  left  Atlanta  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of 
the  fortifications  of  the  coast  line  of  my  department  between  the  bat- 
teri(is  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  those  at  Galveston,  Tex.  I  inspected 
the  works  thoroughly  and  gave  verbal  orders  for  the  correction  of  all 
defects  which  could  readily  be  remedied,  and  gave  such  orders  as 
would  insure  their  being  placed  in  as  defensible  condition  as  possible 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  first  visited  Sullivans  Island,  Fort  Sumter  and  the  mine  fields  at 
the  latter  work  forming  an  important  defense.  From  there  I  went  to 
Tybce  Island  and  inspected  the  batteries  at  the  latter  place;  then  to 
St.  Augustine  by  the  Peninsular  Eailroad;  thence  to  Miami,  where, 
finding  I  could  not  get  to  Key  West  by  that  route  without  much  delay, 
I  returned  to  Jacksonville  and  went  to  Port  Pickens  from  that  point. 
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Thence  I  went  to  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.,  Mobile,  Mobile  Bay;  thence  to 
Forts  St.  Philip  and  Jackson,  on  the  Mississippi  River;  thence  to  the 
batteries  at  Galveston,  Tex.  Having  completed  iny  inspection  at  Gal- 
veston, I  returned  to  Atlanta,  where  I  arrived  on  the  6th  of  April. 

For  the  results  of  this  inspection  in  detail  I  refer  to  my  report  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War,  forwarded  on  the  8th  of  April.  (Sea- 
coast  defenses.) 

Referring  to  this  report,  I  would  say  that  the  deficiencies  noted 
therein  have  been  gradually  supplied,  some  as  late  as  August,  and 
needed  improvements  have  been  made  except  in  the  matter  of  trans- 
portation at  Sullivans  Island.  The  mine  fields  that  have  not  been 
placed  under  the  control  of  post  commanders  at  the  different  points 
where  they  are  located  near  artillery  commands,  are  under  charge  of 
the  Engineer  Department. 

I  was  accompanied  as  far  as  Mobile  by  Lieut.  Samuel  Reber,  Signal 
Corps,  chief  signal  ofScer  of  the  department,  whom  I  took  along  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  electrical  connections  necessary  for 
installing  a  system  of  "fire  control."  At  Mobile  I  ordered  him  to 
return  to  Pensacola.  Having  learned  that  my  instructions  in  reference 
to  preparing  a  plan  to  complete  the  telegraphic  communications  with 
Fort  Pickens  had  not  been  carried  out,  I  directed  him  to  go  back  and 
devise  a  plan,  which  he  submitted  on  my  return  to  Atlanta.  This  plan 
was  not  favorably  considered  by  the  Signal  OfQce  in  Washington. 

On  the  25th,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, post  commanders  were  required  to  submit  a  monthly  statement 
of  the  number  and  kind  of  guns  at  their  several  posts  and  the  amount 
of  ammunition  on  hand  for  each  gnn. 

In  accordance  with  authority  from  the  War  Department,  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  was  notified,  March  26, 
that  his  headquarters  and  Companies  D  and  H  of  his  regiment  would 
be  ordered  from  Fort  Bliss  to  Fort  Sam  Houston,  one  company  of  the 
Twenty-third  Infantry  to  be  ordered  to  Fort  Bliss.  These  orders  were 
suspended  on  the  28th  by  orders  from  Washington. 

On  the  27th  of  March  the  commanding  officers  of  all  artillery  posts 
were  ordered  to  submit  confidentially  a  plan  of  "  fire  control"  for  their 
respective  posts.  These  plans  were  ultimately  received  and  met  with 
approval. 

.  On  the  28th,  Battery  G,  First  Artillery,  was  ordered  to  start  to  Fort 
Point,  Galveston,  Tex.,  from  Jackson  Barracks,  and  Company  E  of  the 
Twenty-third  Infantry  from  Fort  Clark  to  Fort  Bliss  by  rail.  The  same 
day  instructions  were  received  from  the  War  Department  suspending 
the  movement  of  troops  of  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-third  Infantry 
already  referred  to. 

April  2,  Battery  D,  First  Artillery,  was  ordered  from  Jackson  Bar- 
racks to  Fort  St.  Philip  under  Lieutenant  Heiner.  This  was  modified 
later  so  that  Lieutenant  Snow  went  with  the  battery.  The  change  was 
eff'ected  April  4.  The  post  commander  at  Fort  St.  Philip  requested 
permission  to  fire  the  guns  at  that  post  to  enable  him  to  obtain  data 
needed  in  connection  with  their  use.  This  permission  was  refused, 
unless  it  was  found  absolutely  essential  to  their  effective  use,  and  in 
that  case  the  firing  was  limited  to  one  round. 

On  the  2d  of  April  I  also  received  instructions  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  ])lace  the  infantry  in  my  department  in  readiness  to  move  on 
short  notice.  Orders  were  issued  accordingly,  and  the  action  taken 
reported  to  the  War  Department  on  the  4th. 
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Ou  the  latter  date  small-arms  target  practice,  wLiclil. ad  been  ordered 
for  artillery  during  the  month  of  Ax)ril,  was  postponed,  to  enable  the 
men  to  work  uninterruptedly  on  the  artillery  defenses. 

Steps  were  taken  on  the  6th  of  April  looking  to  the  supplying  of  all 
artillery  posts  with  Lewis  range  finders  both  of  the  emergency  and  reg- 
ular types. 

Attention  is  invited  to  my  report  to  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army 
on  the  9th  of  April  as  to  the  number  of  infantry  required  to  support 
batteries  in  the  department  against  landing  parties;  also  to  letter  of 
same  date  to  the  commanding  officer,  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.,  setting  forth 
the  system  of  signal  instruction  in  vogue  in  the  Departments  of  Texas 
and  the  Gulf,  and  to  my  report  on  the  11th  as  to  the  fitness  of  all  the 
colonels  in  the  department  for  discharge  of  all  duties  which  they  might 
be  called  upon  to  perform  in  time  of  war. 

All  aparejos  and  pack  saddles  in  the  department  were  ordered 
shipped  to  St.  Louis  on  the  13th  of  April. 

First  Lieut.  James  E.  Normoyle,  Fifth  Infantry,  was  ordered  on  the 
9th  of  April  to  make  an  inspection  of  Dry  Tortugas  and  report  as  to  its 
fitness  for  occupation  by  troops.  He  found  it  absolutely  unfit  in  its 
then  existing  condition  and  that  extensive  repairs  would  be  necessary 
to  make  it  habitable  and  tenable. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  War  Department  of  April  13 
I  proceeded  that  day,  accompanied  by  Second  Lieut.  0.  P.  Summerall, 
Fifth  Artillery,  aid-decamp,  to  inspect  the  defenses  of  Charleston  and 
Savannah  on  Bullivans  and  Tybee  islands,  returning  to  Atlanta  on  the 
16th. 

The  works  on  Tybee  Island  were  inspected  on  the  14th  and  those  on 
Snllivans  Island,  Charleston  Harbor,  the  next  day. 

These  orders  were  given  under  the  following  authority,  contained  in 
a  telegram  from  the  Adjutant-General  of  April  14: 

In  the  inspection  of  posts  in  your  department  it  is  desired  that  you  give  correction 
to  any  defects  you  may  find  to  exist.  To  this  end  the  Major-General  Commanding 
the  Army  desires  me  to  inform  you.  that  the  Secretary  of  War  approves  in  advance 
any  orders  you  may  give  looking  to  the  more  perfect  condition  of  the  fortifications, 
guns,  and  garrisons  in  your  department.  Early  report  by  telegraph  will  be  made  of 
any  action  taken. 

On  the  same  date  I  received  the  following  assurance  from  Brig.  Gen. 
John  M.  Wilson,  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

Upon  receipt  of  a  telegraphic  request  from  you  at  any  time  I  will  instantly  give 
any  order  in  reference  to  permanent  defenses  that  is  within  my  power  and  the  funds 
at  my  command.     Rely  ou  my  prompt  assistance. 

At  this  time  work  on  these  defenses  was  being  carried  on  day  and 
night,  the  garrisons  working  in  three  reliefs.  Infantry  was  sent  to 
artillery  posts  to  do  guard  and  other  ordinary  post  duty,  in  order  that 
the  regular  garrisons  would  be  free  to  spend  all  their  energies  on  the 
works.  Special  instructions  were  given  looking  to  the  careful  guarding 
of  the  high-power  guns,  the  magazines,  and  casemates  against  destruc- 
tion or  injury  by  Spanish  spies  or  sympathizers.  At  Savannah  it  was 
found  possible  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  derricks  and  steam  power, 
which  greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  mounting  the  heavy  guns. 

Tents  were  floored  and  transportation  furnished  these  commands  at 
once,  as  far  as  the  resources  of  the  department  allowed.  Every  effort 
was  made  to  secure  a  supply  of  good  drinking  water,  and  sanitary 
measures  were  invariably  kept  in  view. 

One  company  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  with  full  equipage  and  thirty 
days'  rations,  was  ordered  to  Sullivans  Island  April  15. 
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On  the  same  date  all  available  troops  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  at 
Forts  Sam  Houston  and  Bliss,  with  transportation,  harness,  equipage, 
tents,  and  thirty  days'  field  rations,  were  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  La. 

All  of  the  Twenty- third  Infantry  at  Fort  Clark ;  Company  G,  Fort 
Einggold;  Company  A,  Fort  Mcintosh;  Company  H,  Fort  Brown,  and 
Company  D,  from  Camp  Eagle  Pass,  were  ordered  to  New  Orleans,  and 
the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  from  Fort  McPherson  the  same  day. 

Light  batteries  were  ordered  to  Tybee  Island,  New  Orleans,  and  Gal- 
veston to  protect  those  places  from  attack  by  small  vessels  mounting 
rapid-fire  guns  of  light  caliber  only,  and  also  to  protect  the  mine  fields 
at  these  points,  and  it  was  reported  that  these  points  would  be  left 
practically  defenseless  under  instructions  if  not  repealed. 

A  second  comprehensive  inspection  of  the  seacoast  defenses  In  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf  was  made  between  the  19th  of  April  and  the  2d 
of  May,  to  learn  what  progress  had  already  been  made  and  to  deter- 
mine "how  best  to  make  them  effective  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

Accompanied  by  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Summerall,  I  left  Atlanta 
April  19  for  Key  West,  which  I  reached  on  the  21st.  I  spent  three 
days  there,  noted  all  deficiencies,  and  gave  such  orders  as  were  neces- 
sary to  correct  them  as  far  as  possible  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

I  inspected  at  Pensacola  (Forts  Barrancas  and  Pickens)  on  the  26th, 
and  reached  New  Orleans  on  the  27th,  from  which  point  I  inspected 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

At  Fort  St.  Philip  the  men  were  sent  to  the  10-inch  high-power  guns, 
disappearing  carriages,  for  inspection.  It  was  discovered  that  the  guns 
could  not  be  thrown  all  the  way  into  battery,  the  lever  jamming  about 
3  degrees  short  of  the  normal  position  when  "in  battery."  It  was 
supposed  at  the  time  that  this  was  due  to  the  impure  character  of  the 
oil  in  the  cylinder,  which  might  have  clogged  in  the  piston  heads.  I 
therefore  ordered  the  oflflcer  in  charge  to  dismount  the  gun,  empty  the 
cylinder,  and  thoroughly  clean  all  the  parts,  and  I  would  have  him 
supplied  with  the  proper  kind  of  oil.  Under  the  authority  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  a  telegram  from  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army, 
of  April  14, 1  directed  Major  Quinn,  the  engineer  ofBcer  at  New  Orleans, 
to  obtain  by  purchase  in  open  market  the  kind  of  oil  necessary  and  for- 
ward it  to  Fort  St.  Philip. 

I  reached  Galveston  on  the  28th,  and  inspected  the  works  at  Fort 
Point  the  same  day. 

On  the  23d  of  April  all  light  batteries  in  the  department — K  of  the 
First,  B  of  the  Fourth,  and  F  of  the  Fifth — were  ordered  to  Ohioka- 
mauga. 

On  the  same  day  the  chief  signal  of&cer  of  the  department.  First 
Lieut.  Samuel  Keber,  Signal  Corps,  was  ordered  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  Key  West.    This  order  was  revoked  the  next  day. 

On  the  23d  of  April  a  battery  of  the  Sixth  Artillery  was  ordered  to 
Fort  Clinch,  Fla.,  or  to  such  point  as  I  should  direct.  Battery  A 
(Honeycutt's)  was  afterwards  sent,  and  ordered  to  Fort  Clinch,  April  26. 

On  the  25th  of  April  I  was  informed  that  120  Spanish  seamen,  crews 
of  prize  vessels,  were  at  Key  West,  and  I  was  directed  to  provide  quar- 
ters and  rations  for  them  there  until  further  orders. 

The  commanding  officer  of  that  post  reported  that  if  these  prisoners 
were  landed  the  water  would  be  exhausted  in  about  twenty-five  days, 
and  that  he  would  be  deprived  of  the  services  on  the  fortifications  of 
the  guard  which  would  be  rendered  necessary,  which  would  greatly 
retard  the  completion  of  the  work  there.  I  telegraphed  the  Adjutant- 
General  earnestly  urging  that  these  prize  crews  should  not  be  turned 
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adrift  on  that  island  and  gave  reasons  which  were  apparently  convinc- 
ing, as  these  Spaniards  were  ordered  to  Fort  McPherson  May  4,  where 
they  arrived  under  charge  of  Lieut.  J.  A.  Moss,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
on  the  10th  of  May. 

On  the  27th  of  April  were  issued  General  Orders,  No.  8,  Department 
of  the  Gulf,  promulgating  the  directions  of  the  Commanding  General 
of  the  Army  in  the  matter  of  the  orientation  of  guns,  position  finding, 
etc.,  and  instructions  to  the  commanding  officers  of  artillery  posts, 
making  effective  the  orders  of  the  Commanding  General. 

From  time  to  time  all  available  information  which  would  enable  them 
to  distinguish  the  enemy's  vessels  was  furnished  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  coast  defenses. 

On  the  28th  of  April  I  requested  that  two  companies  of  the  Fifth 
Infantry  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  guard  duty  at  Galveston  and 
Fort  St.  Philip,  the  jetties  also  to  be  protected  from  injury  by  the  troops 
sent  to  the  latter  post. 

For  this  duty,  two  companies  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  were 
ordered  on  the  30th. 

By  telegram  of  the  same  date  the  MajorGeneral  Commanding  the 
Army  desired  report  as  to  the  earliest  moment  the  company  of  the  Fifth 
Infantry  ou  duty  at  Tybee  Island  could  be  spared  from  that  point  and 
join  its  regiment.  In  reply,  I  was  able  to  report,  oq  the  2d  of  May,  that 
the  last  8-iDch  gun  would  be  mounted  at  Tybee  on  Friday,  May  6,  but 
suggested  that  if  the  infantry  should  then  be  relieved,  it  would  leave 
inadequate  guard  for  the  battery,  magazines,  and  mining  casemates 
against  Spanish  miscreants. 

The  company  was  relieved  and  ordered  on  the  4th  of  May  to  proceed 
to  Tampa  May  6,  but  the  order  was  rescinded  the  same  day. 

On  the  3d  of  May  I  telegraphed  the  artillery  inspector  of  the  depart- 
ment, Lieut.  Col.  Frank  G.  Smith,  Sixth  Artillery,  then  at  Charleston 
on  a  tour  of  inspection,  specific  and  detailed  instructions  for  minute 
inspection  of  batteries  and  all  appliances  used  therewith. 

May  4  Lieutenant-Colonel  Daggett  and  two  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Infantry  were  ordered  from  Key  West  to  Fort  Jefferson,  Dry  Tor- 
tugas,  for  station,  taking  prisoners  of  war  with  them.  Thiswasrescinded 
on  the  5th,  under  orders  from  tlie  War  Department,  and  that  command 
ordered  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  instead,  upon  being  relieved  by  two  companies 
of  the  Fifth  Infantry.  This  was  further  modified  the  same  day,  direct- 
ing it  to  go  to  Tampa  without  waiting  for  the  companies  of  the  Fifth 
Infantry. 

Under  date  of  May  4  I  requested,  by  telegram  to  the  Adjutant- 
General,  that  a  launch  with  a  capacity  for  60  men  be  supplied  Fort 
Pickens,  and  reported  that  telegraphic  communication  with  that  place 
should  be  completed. 

I  was  notified  on  the  4th  of  May  that  five  troops  of  Eough  Eiders 
were  to  reach  San  Antonio  the  next  day,  and  I  directed  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Fort  Sam  Houston  to  select  a  proper  location  for  them. 
If  it  was  not  practicable  to  have  their  camp  on  the  reservation,  to  select 
some  other  place  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

My  appointment  as  major-general  of  volunteers  was  received  May 
8.    It  was  accepted  and  the  oath  of  office  taken  the  same  day. 

May  11  all  available  troops  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry  were  ordered  to 
New  Orleans,  La. 

May  12  the  3.6-inch  guns  and  the  mortars  that  had  been  sent  to  the 
different  posts  for  purposes  of  instruction,  with  their  ammunition,  were 
ordered  by  fast  freight  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  on  the  14th  the  following 
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shipment  Lad  been  made:  3.6-incli  guns,  Fort  Pickens  and  Sullivans 
Island,  2  each;  3.6-inch  mortars,  St.  Francis  Barracks,  Jackson  Bar- 
racks, Fort  Pickens,  and  Sullivans  Island,  1  each. 

May  17  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Falls  Church,  Va.,  and  take 
command  of  the  Second  Army  Corps.  I  left  Atlanta,  Ga.,  accompanied 
by  my  aids.  Lieutenants  Galbraith  and  Summerall,  on  the  19th,  reached 
Washington  the  next  morning,  and  at  once  went  out  to  Falls  Church 
to  the  locality  selected  for  the  camp  of  the  Second  Army  Corps. 

When  I  reached  tlie  ground  I  found  no  staff  and  that  no  means  nor 
machinery  had  been  provided  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Where- 
upon 1  returned  to  Washington  and  wrote  letters  to  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  informing  him  of  my  arrival  and  the  result  of  my  visit 
to  the  camp  grounds,  and  also  requesting  the  assignment  of  certain 
staff  oflflcers. 

Bach  day  except  Saturday,  when  I  was  engaged  till  day  at  the  War 
Department,  I  went  to  the  camp  to  look  after  the  troops,  and  gave  such 
orders  direct  as  might  become  necessary,  until  on  the  morning  of  tihe 
23d,  still  without  an  officer  of  the  general  staff  departments  for  ihe 
transaction  of  necessary  official  business,  except  Major  Ladd,  quarter- 
master, U.  S.  Volunteers,  who  had  reported  to  me  on  the  21st,  I  direct  ed 
my  senior  aid  to  take  charge  of  the  adjutant-general's  office  and  issued 
the  first  paragraph  of  General  Orders,  ^o,  1.  That  afternoon  Major 
Heistand  and  Captain  Ueichmann,  of  the  Adjutant-General's  Depart- 
ment, reported  to  me  for  temporary  duty  and  I  issued  paragraphs  2,  3, 
and  4  of  the  same  order. 

On  the  following  day,  the  24th,  I  issued  General  Orders,  No.  2,  cur- 
rent series,  organizing  the  troops  into  brigades  and  divisions  and 
assigning  their  commanders;  forming  a  squadron  of  the  New  York 
cavalry;  providing  for  the  succession  of  command  in  case  of  the  tem- 
porary absence  of  the  commanding  officer  of  any  organization;  provid- 
ing a  temporary  method  for  the  promulgation  of  orders ;  directing  divi- 
sion and  brigade  commanders  to  furnish  my  headquarters  with  copies 
of  all  orders  issued  by  them ;  calling  attention  to  the  Articles  of  War, 
and  directing  their  publication  so  that  all  men  ^-oald  be  certain  to  hear 
them ;  providing  for  the  transfer  of  sick  to  the  hospital,  reports  to  be 
made  and  directing  that  descriptive  lists  and  transfer  slips  be  made 
out;  directing  that  an  inspection  be  made  by  tht)  surgeons  of  the  regi- 
ments, and  a  report  be  made  in  the  matter  of  vaccination;  directing  a 
report  to  be  made  of  all  cases  of  contagious  diseases;  and  detailing 
brigade  surgeons. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d,  about  9  o'clock,  the  two  troops  of  New  York 
cavalry  arrived  from  New  York  and  marched  up  i'rom  Dunn  Loring. 

Accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Menoher,  of  General  Guenther's  staff, 
having  no  staff' officers  present,  I  went  to  the  grounds  selected  for  their 
eucampment,  but  finding  it  too  dark  to  pitch  the  tents,  and  rain  having 
commenced  to  fall,  I  put  them  for  the  night  in  the  tents  which  had 
been  pitched  that  day  for  my  headquarters,  and  the  next  morning  had 
their  camp  duly  established. 

On  May  25  General  Guenther  was  reported  absent,  sick,  and  I  then 
issued  General  Orders,  No.  3,  requiring  the  brigade  commanders  of  his 
division  to  report  directly  to  me.  This  order  also  defined  the  duties  of 
brigade  commanders,  published  the  article  of  war  forbidding  a  soldier 
to  be  1  mile  from  camp  without  leave  from  his  commanding  officer,  and 
established  hours  for  roll  calls,  police,  meals,  exercises,  theoretical 
instruction,  etc. 
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On  May  26 1  issued  General  Orders,  No.  4,  publishing  rules  governing 
passes;  publishing  the  sixty-sixth,  sixty-seventh,  sixty-eighth,  sixty- 
ninth,  and  seventieth  articles  of  war,  ordering  trial  or  release  of  soldiers 
charged  with  crimes,  governing  the  provost-marshal  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  requiring  charges  to  be  preierred  within  twenty- four 
hours  or  prisoners  to  be  released,  forbidding  the  release  of  prisoners  by 
oflScers  without  jjroper  authority,  and  prohibiting  the  arrest  of  officers 
or  the  confinement  of  enlisted  men  for  more  than  eight  days,  etc.,  and 
establishing  rules  for  the  government  of  provost  and  other  guards,  the 
arrest  of  officers,  and  the  confinement  of  enlisted  men ;  also  the  method 
of  bringing  enlisted  men  to  trial,  etc. 

On  the  liTth  I  published  General  Orders,  No.  6,  regulating  the  intro- 
duction of  intoxicating  liquor  of  any  kind  into  Camp  Alger.  The 
county  was  prohibition  and  it  became  the  duty  of  the  military  authori- 
ties to  sustain  and  obey  the  civil  law  in  that  respect,  the  which  I 
endeavored  conscientiously  to  enforce  in  my  corps,  and  I  believe  with 
a  fair  degree  of  success. 

On  the  28th  of  May  I  issued  General  Orders,  No.  G,  on  the  subject  of 
musters,  rules  governing  licensed  traders,  for  the  protection  of  the 
soldiers,  and  governing  the  promulgation  of  orders  when  new  com- 
mands were  attached  to  brigades. 

On  the  '29th  Maj.  Fred  S.  Strong,  assistant  adjutant- general,  U.  t^. 
Volunteers,  reported  for  duty  with  my  corps,  and  I  issued  General 
Orders, No.  7,  assigning  him  as  adjutant-generalof  the  First  Division; 
also  organizing  the  Second  Division  and  assigning  Brig.  Gen.  George 
W.  Davis,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  the  command;  requiring  the  publica- 
tion of  orders,  circulars,  etc. ;  announcing  Lieut.  Gol.  0.  S.  Roberts, 
adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  as  adjutant-general  of  the  corps, 
and  relieving  Maj.  H.  O.  S.  lleistand,  assistant  adjutant-general,  TJ.  S. 
Army,  which  latter  officer  had  displayed  the  highest  order  of  capacity 
in  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  which  the  adjutant-general's 
office  had  to  perform,  keeping  officers  and  clerks  steadily  at  work 
from  7  a.  m.  to  7  p.  m.,  and  frequently  till  12  p.  m.,  in  order  not  to  fall 
behind.  It  was  with  sincere  regret  that  I  saw  him  sever  his  connection 
with  the  Second  Army  Corps. 

On  the  28th  of  May  the  President  of  the  United  States,  accompanied 
by  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy  aiitl  other  members  of  his 
Cabinet,  as  well  as  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army,  honored  the 
troops  of  my  command  by  reviewing  them  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  ground  not  admitting  of  the  usual  tactical  formation  for  tbe 
entire  command,  consisting  of  one  division  and  a  separate  brigade,  it 
was  formed  in  line  of  regimental  masses,  with  distance  between  com- 
panies of  3  paces;  distance  between  battalions,  5  paces;  intervals 
between  regiments,  15  paces;  intervals  between  brigades,  30  paces; 
and  an  interval  of  CO  paces  between  the  First  Division  and  the  separate 
brigade.  Forming  column  for  passing  in  review,  the  extreme  limit  of 
the  field  being  occupied  by  the  right,  the  companies  of  the  first  regi- 
ment, preceded  by  the  band,  moved  directly  to  the  front,  taking  full 
distance  on  moving  out.  The  companies  of  the  other  regiments  took 
full  distance  on  moving  out,  changed  direction  to  the  right,  and  fol- 
lowed in  the  trace  of  the  preceding  regiment. 

The  movement  was  found  entirely  practicable,  was  well  executed, 
and  it  is  believed  this  is  the  only  formation  that  would  have  proved 
feasible,  it  being  possible  to  get  more  troops  on  the  same  ground,  with- 
out masking  some  of  the  organizations,  in  this  than  in  any  other  way. 
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At  this  time  the  troops  were  neither  fully  armed  uor  uniformed,  but 
individually  presented  a  good  appearance  and  showed  evidences  of  the 
progress  obtained  by  the  constant  drill  in  which  they  were  occupied. 

May  31  General  Orders,  No.  9,  assigned  medical  officers  to  the  First 
and  Second  divisions  as  chief  surgeons  and  to  the  brigades  as  brigade 
surgeons  on  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps. 

On  the  1st  of  June  General  Orders,  No.  10,  directed  that  the  division 
guards  should  be  mounted  at  the  same  hour,  and  regulated  the  guard 
duty  between  these  guards;  established  a  corps  officer  of  the  day  and 
prescribed  the  officers  available  for  this  duty,  as  well  as  for  field  officer 
of  the  day;  ordered  that  furloughs  and  passes  should  be  submitted 
through  prescribed  channels,  and  indicated  them ;  directed  the  change 
of  camps  of  the  Sixth  Illinois,  First  New  Jersey,  Sixty-fifth  New 
York,  Seventh  Ohio,  Fourth  Missouri,  Sixth  Pennsylvania,  and  First  ' 
Ehode  Island  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  set  aside  suitable  ground  for 
drill  purposes,  parades,  and  reviews. 

On  the  2d  of  June  the  Ninth  Battalion,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  was 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  and  that 
brigade  was  completed  by  the  assignment  of  the  Seventh  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  Marcus  Kavanaugh  commanding. 

Orders  were  issued  June  5,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  sur- 
geon, concerning  the  care  to  be  taken  la  the  use  of  and  in  obtaining 
water:  Not  to  be  taken  freely  during  the  day,  especially  on  the  march; 
a  supply  of  boiled  water  to  be  kept  by  each  company  (except  that  when 
the  water  is  obtained  from  an  artesian  well,  this  precaution  is  unneces- 
sary); water  barrels  to  be  rinsed  out  alternately  every  second  day  with 
boiling  water,  and  to  be  filled  by  a  detail  after  taps,  to  avoid  trouble 
and  crowding  at  the  source  of  supply;  and  attention  was  called  to 
army  regulation  1241,  regarding  the  transfer  of  subsistence  supplies, 
the  steps  to  be  taken  if  they  were  not  in  a  proper  condition,  etc. 

June  4  orders  were  issued  in  regard  to  enlisted  men  desiring  trans- 
fer to  the  hospital  corps,  directing  them  to  report  to  the  chief  surgeon 
for  the  completion  of  the  examination  for  form  and  outline  figure  cards; 
that  details  to  receive  fresh  meat  from  the  depot  commissary  be  accom- 
panied by  a  commissioned  officer  to  receipt  for  it;  that  the  "Star 
Spangled  Banner"  and  "America"  shall  not  be  played  in  whole  or  in 
part  in  medleys  or  as  light  music,  but  shall  be  played  in  their  original 
forms,  and  may  form  concluding  numbers  of  programmes. 

June  7  orders  were  issued,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  sur- 
geon, publishing  general  and  comprehensive  sanitary  rules,  forbidding 
the  frying  of  fresh  meat,  suggesting  proper  ways  for  its  prejjaration ; 
giving  a  diet  table  for  the  day;  on  the  subject  of  latrines  in  camp  and 
sanitary  precautions  on  the  same  subject  on  the  march;  the  disposal  of 
refuse;  detailed  instructions  in  regard  to  the  water  supply  and  care  of 
it  from  pollution;  care  of  clothing  and  tents,  and  directing  regimental 
surgeons  to  send  all  hospital  tents  except  one  to  their  respetitive  divi- 
sion hospitals,  keeping  only  medical  and  surgical  chests  and  medicines 
issued  them  to  treat  men  sick  in  quarters. 

These  sanitary  regulations,  if  followed,  might  possibly  have  prevented 
all  forms  of  infectious  diseases. 

On  the  8th  the  Ninth  Battalion,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Maj.  Charles 
Young  commanding,  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  First 
Division. 

June  9  the  Thirty-third  and  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  and  Ninth  Massa- 
chusetts were  constituted  a  separate  brigade  under  Col.  Fred.  B.  Bogan, 
Ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry, 
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June  10  commissaries  of  musters  were  appointed  for  the  First  and 
Second  divisions, 

Jane  11  commanding  generals  of  divisions  and  separate  brigades  were 
authorized  to  issue  furloughs,  for  not  to  exceed  seven  days,  to  as  many 
as  5  per  cent  of  their  enlisted  men  at  any  one  time;  the  Third  Virginia 
Volunteer  Infantry  was  temporarily  attached  to  the  separate  brigade 
for  disciplinary  purposes  only,  and  Maj.  Francis  O.  Maguon,  Mnth 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  assigned  as  acting  brigade  surgeon, 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

June  1 1  Lieut.  Ool. Peter  D.  Vroom  was  relieved  from  duty  as  inspector- 
general,  and  the  corps  was  without  the  services  of  an  experienced 
inspector- general  until  the  25th  of  the  month,  at  a  time  when  he  was 
most  urgently  needed. 

*  June  15  General  Duflfteld  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  separate 
brigade;  the  existing  custom  of  men  not  belonging  to  the  hospital  corps 
(litter  bearers)  wearing  theited  Cross  brassard  was  ordered  discontinued ; 
tlieamountof  moneyvalueof  clothingdrawn  to  be  noted  on  the  descrip- 
tive list  of  men  transferred  to  the  hospital  corps;  ordnance  ofBcers  of 
regiments  to  be  excused  from  regimental  and  company  duty,  iand  to  be 
provided  with  wall  tents  and  office  furniture  and  a  paulin  for  the  pro- 
tection of  surplus  ordnance  property;  Dunn  Loring  was  announced  as 
the  station  to  be  useil  by  the  command,  and  the  company  commanders 
were  ordered  to  inspect  every  meal  and  at  once  report  all  deficiencies 
to  the  corps  commander  through  the  proper  <:hannels. 

June  15  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bnrnham,  of  tlie  Fourth  Missouri  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  was  ainiouuced  as  acting  inspector-general  of  the  corps. 

June  20  the  instruction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  12  coi'porals 
were  allowed  to  a  company  of  106  men  was  published,  and  attention 
called  to  the  importance  of  the  transfer  of  the  best  men  (not  to  exceed 
2  per  company)  to  the  hospital  corps,  and  directions  given  that  no 
objections  should  be  raised  to  such  transfers  except  for  valid  reasons, 
which  should  be  stated.  _ 

June  21,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  surgeon,  the  sale  of  ice 
cream,  pies,  cakes,  and  sandwiches  was  forbidden,  and  the  provost-mar- 
shal was  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  order. 

June  23  a  statement  of  the  number  of  regimental  or  company  oflQcers 
absent  and  present  for  duty  was  required  on  indorsements  forwarding 
applications  from  regimental  or  company  officers  for  leaves  of  absence; 
directions  were  given  which  would  insure  the  issue  of  complete  rations 
to  the  command  as  well  as  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  purchase  of 
reasonable  amounts  of  stores  by  ofBcers  and  enlisted  men  from  the  sub 
sistence  department;  the  quartermaster's  department  was  ordered  to 
supply  necessary  materials  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  sup- 
plies; Gen.  J.  P.  S.  Gobin  reported  and  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Brigade  of  the  First  Division;  and  the  Ninth  Bat- 
talion, Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade  of 
the  First  Division,  instead  of  the  Second. 

The  badly  needed  inspector-general  of  the  corps  reported  on  the  25th 
of  June,  and  the  line  officer  acting  as  such  was  returned  to  duty  with 
his  regiment,  where  his  services  had  been  illy  spared.  Orders  were 
issued  this  date  intended  to  prevent  the  semblance  of  necessity  and 
remove  every  excuse  for  any  encroachments  on  the  private  property  of 
citizens,  of  which  much  complaint  had  commenced  to  be  made. 

June  25  the  Third  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry  was  assigned  to  tlie 
First  Divisou  of  the  corps;  the  detachments  of  the  Ninth  Massachu- 
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setts,  Thirty-third  and  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  Yolunteer  Infantry, 
which  had  been  left  behind  when  those  regiments  left  Cuba,  were 
assigned  to  the  Second  Division ;  attention  was  called  to  the  Manual 
for  Courts-Martial  issued  by  the  War  Department,  and  instructions  for 
courts-martial  issued. 

June  28  the  provost-marshal  was  charged  with  the  preservation  of  a 
proper  police  throughout  the  corps,  and  the  corps  officer  of  the  day  was 
ordered  to  report  to  him  and  to  execute  his  orders  through  the  brigade 
and  regimental  officers  of  the  day;  the  common  hour  for  guard  mount- 
ing was  designated  as  immediately  after  parade;  orders  for  muster  were 
issued  and  instructions  as  to  the  making  out  of  the  muster  rolls  and  their 
importance  were  published;  instructions  as  to  the  making  out  and  dis- 
posal of  pay  rolls  were  given;  dealers  doing  business  at  booths  around 
the  camp  were  ordered  off  and  the  issuance  of  permits  for  such  persons 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  provost-marshal,  under  the  commanding 
general. 

June  30  General  Sheafe  reported  and  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the 
First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

The  irregular  methods  practi(;ed  in  the  performance  of  guard  duty  by 
the  various  organizations  made  it  necessary  to  issue  a  stringent  order 
on  the  1st  of  July  enjoining  a  systematic  course  of  instruction  in  the 
requirements  laid  down  in  the  Army  and  Drill  Itegulations  ana  the 
Guard  Manual;  commanding  officers,  officers  of  the  day,  and  officers  of 
the  guard  were  directed  in  the  performance  of  their  several  duties,  and 
the  inspector-general  charged  with  the  duty  of  informing  himself  by  fre- 
quent inspections  as  to  the  way  the  order  was  being  executed,  reporting 
all  irregularities  to  my  headquarters  from  time  to  time. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  Fourth  was  announced  as  a  holiday  and  duties 
not  absolutely  necessary  were  suspended ;  the  regulation  of  the  hours 
of  drills  and  other  duties  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  division  command- 
ers, it  having  been  temporarily  assumed  by  me  for  the  purpose  of  sys- 
tematizing them  on  the  establishment  of  the  corps ;  guards  were  ordered 
off  the  roads,  where  they  had  been  placed  without  authority  as  the 
camp  was  being  established,  and  the  free  use  of  the  roads  assured  to 
all  who  had  a  right  thereto. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  W.  Plume,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reported  on  the  16th 
of  July  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division.  The  same  day  chief  surgeons  of  divisions  were  directed  to 
render  the  usual  reports  of  troops  in  the  field  of  their  respective  division 
commanders,  and  the  chief  surgeon  on  the  completion  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  hospital  troops,  returns  showing  on  separate  horizontal  lines 
the  staff,  field  hospital,  and  ambulance  company,  and  set  forth  fully  other 
statistics  which  they  were  to  contain  and  the  manner  of  their  prepara- 
tion. The  War  Department  having  adopted  the  Vermont  bread  ovens, 
and  a  supply  having  been  furnished  for  the  use  of  this  command,  their 
distribution  and  manner  in  which  advantages  should  be  derived  from 
their  use  was  set  forth  in  the  same  order,  which  also  placed  them  under 
charge  of  Captain  Landstreet  and  provided  for  the  detail  of  bakers  and 
others  to  operate  them. 

July  17  Maj.  Samuel  A.  Price,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 
was  appointed  inspector  of  small-arms  practice,  and  steps  were  taken 
looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  target  range  and  target  practice  at  an 
early  date. 

July  22  General  Orders,  No.  49,  was  published,  promulgating  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  commanding  officers  of  organizations 
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leaviDg  the  United  States  shall  furnish  the  proper  officers  with  descrip- 
tive lists  of  men  not  accompanying  their  respective  commands,  and 
division  commanders  were  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  the  order. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  surgeon  milk  venders  were  on  the 
25th  of  July  required  to  report  at  the  hospital  of  the  division  throughout 
which  they  proposed  selling,  with  their  milk,  in  order  that  a  sanitary 
examination  of  it  might  be  made,  and  the  means  for  the  examination 
were  provided.  It  was  further  directed  that  this  examination  should  be 
made  so  as  not  to  be  onerous  to  the  vender  of  the  milk. 

The  consulting  and  operating  staff  of  the  division  was,  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  chief  surgeon,  designated  as  the  board  of  medical 
officers  (referred  to  in  General  Orders,  No.  100,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  current  series),  and  the  constitution  of  the  staff  was  set  forth. 

In  order  to  simplify  the  proceedings  preparatory  to  the  discharge  of 
enlisted  men  for  disability,  it  was  ordered  on  July  26  that  the  certifi- 
cates should  not  be  referred  to  brigade  and  division  surgeons  on  their 
way  to  corps  headquarters,  bub  be  referred  to  tlie  chief  surgeon,  who 
would  send  them  to  the  consulting  staffs  of  division,  through  the  chief 
surgeon  thereof,  and  returned  to  the  chief  surgeon  for  completion; 
attention  of  regimental  and  other  commanders  was  directed  to  the  dress 
of  men  on  pass  and  it  was  ordered  that  men  be  not  allowed  to  leave 
camp  unless  in  proper  uniform;  and  that  the  number  of  prisoners  under 
charges,  without  charges,  tried  and  awaiting  sentence,  and  undergoing 
sentence,  be  submitted  each  morning  with  the  morning  report. 

July  27  regimental  commanders  were  required  to  see  that  the  proper 
entries  were  made  on  their  muster  and  pay  rolls  to  enable  their  ord- 
nance sergeants  to  secure  the  pay  allowed  them  under  the  decision  of 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury;  and  the  carrying  of  pistols  or  other 
unauthorized  weapons  was  prohibited,  with  instructions  to  the  provost 
marshal  on  the  subject. 

July  28  the  decision  allowing  acting  assistant  surgeons  to  wear  the 
undress  uniform  of  the  Medical  Oor])s  of  the  Army  bereft  of  all  marks 
and  insignia  was  published;  and  directions  given  for  the  monthly 
return  of  hospital  to  be  made  out  on  company  instead  of  regimental 
monthly  returns. 

July  28  orders  were  issued  forbidding  the  wearing  of  portions  of  dif- 
ferent uniforms,  though  any  authorized  uniform  was  allowed. 

July  31  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  requiring  soldiers  to 
be  held  in  camp  twenty-four  hours  after  receiving  their  final  statements 
were  published. 

August  2  a  brigade  to  consist  of  the  First  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Infantry  and  the  Third  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  be  known  as 
the  "Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,"  was  organized,  and  the  senior 
officer  placed  in  command  and  ordered  to  report  to  Major-General  But- 
ler for  temporary  duty  with  the  First  Division;  to  avoid  inexcusable 
errors,  it  was  ordered  that  discharges  and  final  statements  be  submitted 
to  the  commissary  or  an  assistant  commissary  of  musters  for  any  nec- 
essary revision. 

On  the  11th  of  August  an  order  was  issued  calling  attention  to  the 
danger  from  typhoid  fever,  which  had  appeared  in  the  corps,  and  set- 
ting forth -in  detail  the  means  by  which  its  spread  from  fecal  matter 
might  be  effectually  prevented,  directing  that  sinks  be  made  more  com- 
fortable than  the  open  ground  or  woods,  that  officers  be  detailed  in 
each  company  to  look  after  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  company  sinks, 
and  that  guards  be  placed  to  see  that  the  regulations  for  covering  all 
fecal  matter  were  carried  out,  a  roster  being  kept  so  any  neglect  might 
be  traced.    Eegimental  surgeons  were  required  to  explain  orally  to 
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the  men  of  eacli  company  the  insidious  character  of  the  disease  and  the 
various  ways  in  which  the  germs  might  be  transplanted. 

On  the  13th  of  August  orders  were  issued  that  orderlies  should  not 
ride  their  horses  faster  than  a  gentle  trot,  and  regulations,  based  on  tlie 
recommendation  of  the  chief  surgeon,  were  made  for  the  use  of  the 
MaignoD  and  Berkefelt  Alters  issued  to  each  company  in  the  command 
for  further  guarding  against  infectious  diseases. 

August  ]4  orders  were  issued  requiring  descriptive  lists  to  be  fur- 
nished enlisted  men  on  their  transfer  to  other  commands,  enjoining  care 
in  their  preparation  and  directing  attention  to  the  importance  of  the 
matter. 

Pursuant  to  instrucfons  from  the  War  Department,  orders  were 
issued  on  the  15th  of  August  for  the  transfer  of  the  corps  to  Middle- 
town,  Pa.,  the  movement  to  commence  with  headquarters  staff  and  the 
Ninth  Battalion^  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  be  followed  by  the  Second 
Division  and  then  the  First  as  rapidly  as  transportation  could  be  fur- 
nished and  preparations  made  to  receive  them. 

The  encampment  at  Middletown  was  named  "  Camp  George  Gordon 
Meade,"  in  honor  of  the  hero,  of  Gettysburg,  an  illustrious  son  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  who  so  valiantly  defended  the  cause  of  his 
country  on  the  soil  of  his  State. 

For  sanitary  purposes  orders  were  issued  on  the  19th  of  August  pro- 
hibiting the  men  from  bathing  in  the  canal  or  using  its  water  for  any 
purpose;  forbidding  the  indiscriminate  use  of  spring  water,  and  desig- 
nating the  Susquehanna  River  as  the  proper  bathing  place,  where  con- 
veniences would  be  prepared  as  far  as  practicable  by  the  chief  engineer 
officer;  the  existing  arrangement  of  camps  was  modified  so  as  to  remove 
the  kitchens  farther  from  the  sinks,  and  directions  that  the  latter  should 
be  well  screened  and  protected  were  given. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of  typhoid  fever  by  milk,  orders  were 
issued  on  the  22d  of  August  regulating  its  sale  and  prescribing  in 
detail  the  means  to  be  taken  to  insure  its  purity,  and  the  action  to  be 
taken  should  any  sample  prove  otherwise,  and  regulating  the  licensing 
of  venders. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  surgeon,  orders  were  issued 
August  26  relative  to  the  care  of  the  sick  on  the  departure  of  the  First 
Division  from  near  Dunn  Loring.  Maj.  J.  L.  Phillips,  brigade  surgeon 
Volunteers,  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  which  was  designated 
"First  Division  Hospital,  l^o.  1,"  to  distinguish  it  from  the  hospital  of 
the  First  Division  at  Camp  Meade,  and  Major  Parke  was  orderea  to 
report  to  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps  at  this  place.  Locations  and 
distances  for  latrines  and  urinals  in  camps  were  also  prescribed. 

As  a  means  of  preventing  trespassing  on  private  property  it  was 
ordered,  on  the  27th  of  August,  that  soldiers  desiring  to  bathe  should 
be  marched  under  charge  of  commissioned  officers  to  places  on  the 
river  banks  which  had  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  by  the  Engineer 
Department. 

August  31  it  was  ordered  that  all  enlisted  men,  against  whom 
charges  had  been  preferred  by  the  provost-marshal,  should  be  brought 
to  trial  by  regimental  and  other  commanders  and  the  result  reported 
to  corps  headquarters  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  trial;  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  chief  surgeon  further  extensive  restrictions 
were  placed  on  the  sale  of  articles  of  diet  or  taking  them  into  camp,  and 
the  provost-marshal  and  regimental  and  company  commanders  made 
responsible  for  their  enforcement;  it  was  directed  that  sick  and  con- 
valescent soldiers  going  on  furlough  should  be  furnished  commutation 
of  rations  and  transportation  at  the  hospitals,  and  that  ofEieers  from  the 
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quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  should  be  in  attendance 
there  daily  for  the  purpose,  at  10  a.  m.  at  the  First  Division  and  at  11 
a.  ui.  at  the  Second  Division  hospital;  transportation  to  the  station 
and  any  necessary  medical  attendance  for  these  persons  was  also 
ordered ;  regiments  were  assigned  to  brigades  to  take  the  place  of  those 
that  had  been  ordered  home  to  be  mustered  out,  and  the  report  of  the 
board  of  inquiry  convened  by  paragraph  4,  Special  Orders,  Ifo.  79,  cur- 
rent series,  from  corps  headquarters,  was  published. 

September  1  regimental  commanaers  were  authorized  to  grant  passes 
to  as  many  as  5  per  cent  of  their  commands,  but  enjoined  not  to  issue 
them  to  men  whose  character  for  sobriety  and  good  conduct  was  not 
well  established — the  passes  to  be  printed  and  supplied  by  the  provost- 
marshal  ;  guards  were  ordered  to  examine  them  carefully  and  men  enjoy- 
ing the  privilege  were  to  be  in  proper  uniform ;  routes  for  travel  between 
the  railway  station  and  the  different  camps  were  prescribed  and  guards 
instructed  to  enforce  them,  but  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
free  passage  of  any  citizen  over  the  roads. 

September  2  an  order  was  issued  directing  routes  of  travel  in  modi- 
fication of  that  previously  issued,  on  account  of  the  reported  insecurity 
of  canal  bridges;  enlisted  men  leaving  camps  were  required  to  have 
passes  properly  signed  and  their  congregation  about  Camp  Meade  sta- 
tion and  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  depot,  unless  on  business, 
prohibited ;  in  view  of  the  fact  that  soldiers  who  have  been  ill  and  were 
on  their  way  to  their  homes,  have  been  taken  ill  en  route,  a  llsoldiers 
traveling  home  were  enjoined  to  exercise  their  best  judgment  and  deny 
themselves  everything  except  the  necessary  and  simplest  food  to  prevent 
a  relapse,  and  it  was  ordered  that  proper  instructions  as  to  safe  diet 
should  be  given  them  before  they  left  the  hospitals. 

It  being  noticed  that  water  barrels  were  being  covered  with  bagging 
to  prevent  splashing  while  hauling  water,  the  practice  was  ordered  dis- 
continued September  3,  as  being  unsanitary,  and  better  measures  sug- 
gested. 

September  7  regimental  commanders  were  ordered  to  report  the  names 
of  all  men  in  their  regiments  enlisted  as  bakers,  one  name  for  each  com- 
pany being  required.  It  had  become  difficult  to  obtain  the  necessary 
number  of  men  to  operate  the  corps  bakery. 

On  the  8th  of  September  it  was  ordered  that  tent  floors  be  raised  at 
least  once  a  week  on  sunny  days  and  that  the  tents  be  proijerly  ditched. 
Saturday  was  designated,  except  in  case  of  inclement  weather,  when 
they  would  be  raised  on  the  first  fair  day  thereafter. 

On  September  9, 1898,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  was  at  Camp 
Meade,  arriving  at  corps  headquarters  about  8.30  a.  m.  A  review  of 
the  troops  of  the  corps  was  held  and  the  Secretary  departed  about 
11  a.  m. 

It  having  come  to  my  notice  that  officers  had  been  sent  to  Washing- 
ton and  other  distant  places  without  authority  from  my  headquarters, 
the  practice  was,  on  the  9th  of  September,  ordered  discontinued;  it 
having  proved  difficult  to  get  descriptive  lists  sent  with  the  sick  to  the 
hospitals  and  received  there,  attention  was  called  again  to  the  matter 
and  those  interested  were  notified  that  any  further  neglect  of  this  kind 
would  be  punished  by  arrest  and  trial  by  court-martial;  paragraph  1, 
General  Orders,  No.  19,  current  series,  was  amended  so  as  to  allow 
division  commanders  to  grant  furloughs  for  seven  days  to  not  exceed- 
ing 10  per  cent  of  the  enlisted  men  of  their  commands. 

September  10  orders  were  issued  requiring  the  action  of  boards  of 
survey  in  case  of  loss  or  damage  to  public  property  as  required  by 
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army  regulation,  708,  a  course  which  had  not  been  taken  in  all  cases ; 
the  condition  of  certain  bridges  having  been  improved,  the  order  pre- 
scribing certain  routes  to  the  different  camps  was  modified  accordingly. 

On  the  11th  of  September  I  ordered  that  three  escort  wagons,  with 
four  mules  each,  should  be  furnished  each  regiment  then  in  camp,  if 
not  already  so  supplied,  and  that  all  regiments  reporting  hereafter 
should  be  provided  with  this  transportation  upon  its  arrival  without 
further  orders,  these  teams  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  regiments  for 
hauling  water  and  supplies  without  interference  on  the  part  of  anyone. 
This  was  made  necessary  by  the  fact  that  it  frequently  happened  that, 
when  all  the  teams  were  in  the  division  corral,  a  regiment  was  left 
without  transportation  absolutely  necessary  at  this  particular  time. 
Kegimental  commanders  and  quartermasters  were  to  be  held  responsible 
that  this  transportation  was  properly  taken  care  of,  kept  in  good  order, 
and  not  used  for  any  improper  purposes. 

September  12  an  order  was  published  prohibiting  the  granting  of 
leaves  of  absence  to  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the  commissioned  ofiScers 
of  a  regiment  at  one  time. 

September  15  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  and  the 
Thirty-fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  were  assigned  to  the  First 
Division  for  medical  administration  and  hospital  care;  greater  care  in 
the  making  out  of  certificates  of  disability  and  an  effort  made  to  recon- 
cile differing  opinions  of  medical  officers  and  company  commanders  was 
enjoined  when,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  they  do  not  harmonize  in  the 
first  instance;  the  attention  of  regimental  commanders  was  called  to 
the  carelessness  of  their  commissaries  in  transporting  fresh  bread  and 
beef,  for  which  they  would  hereafter  be  held  responsible. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  0.  Gates,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reported  for  duty  Sep- 
tember 16,  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of 
the  First  Division  and  ordered  to  report  to  the  division  commander. 

September  17  those  regiments  not  previously  assigned  to  brigades 
were  brigaded,  and  Colonel  Axline  was  placed  in  command  of  the  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  and  Colonel  Corby  in  command  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  they  being  the  senior  colonels  of  their  respec- 
tive brigades;  directions  were  again  given  in  regard  to  the  course  to 
be  taken  when  supplies  of  any  kind  were  received  in  a  damaged  condi- 
tion ;  xjrovision  was  made  for  the  compensation  of  the  trolley  line  for 
carrying  prisoners  and  provost  guards;  attention  was  called  to  the 
instructionsfromthe  War  Department  for  the  continuanceof  enlistments 
of  cooks  until  the  authorized  number  was  obtained,  and  detailed  state- 
ments of  the  manner  in  which  General  Orders,  No.  94,  current  series, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  had  been  put  in  operation  were  called  for. 

September  18  the  quartermaster's  department  was  ordered  to  issue 
two  wagon  sheets  for  each  regiment,  one  to  cover  bread  and  one  to  cover 
meat  while  they  are  being  hauled  to  camp  from  the  depots;  detailed 
instructions  for  the  orderlies  were  issued  as  to  the  hours  required  of 
them  and  the  manner  in  which  their  duties  were  to  be  performed. 

September  19  detailed  instructions  for  the  provost  guard  were  pub- 
lished looking  to  a  more  thorough  and  satisfactory  performance  of  that 
duty.  In  addition  to  the  directions  for  the  efficient  discharge  of  their 
duties  and  carrying  out  the  existing  orders,  these  guards  are  cautioned 
as  to  the  amount  of  force  that  may  be  used,  and  cautioned  particu- 
larly in  regard  to  interference  with  civilians. 

September  20  attention  was  called  to  Army  Regulations  762  and  765, 
on  the  subject  of  military  correspondence  and  the  requirements  in 
forwarding  communications. 
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The  organization  of  the  corps  was  seriously  impeded  by  the  lapse  of 
time  between  its  organization  and  the  reporting  of  the  general  and 
general  staff  officers.  Attention  is  particularly  invited  to  the  compre- 
hensive statistics  on  this  subject  in  the  report  of  the  adjutant-general. 
At  best  there  was  a  great  deal  of  work  necessary  to  instruct  the  newly 
appointed  officers,  generally  entirely  inexperienced,  and  the  duties 
being  performed  in  the  meanwhile  by  officers  equally  inexperienced, 
made  it  essential  to  have  other  officers,  already  fully  occupied,  repeat 
their  instructions  more  than  once,  while  the  men  were  not  getting  the 
rations  to  which  they  were  entitled  nor  the  instructions  that  they 
needed  at  once.  The  lack  of  general  officers  took  colonels  away  from 
their  regiments  and  discipline  suffered;  besides  which  it  all  threw  an 
unnecessary  amount  of  work  on  those  who  were  properly  equipped, 
while  it  was  not  possible  to  complete  the  organization  as  rapidly  as  1 
wished  and  had  hoped.  I  desire  to  give  proper  credit  to  the  untiring 
energy  and  zeal  of  the  officers  who  made  possible  the  success  attained 
in  such  a  short  time. 

It  was  not  felt  that  all  the  cavalry  assigned  to  a  corps  in  our  organi- 
zation was  available  under  the  circumstances,  and  application  was 
never  made  for  more  than  seemed  absolutely  necessary  for  mounted 
duty  and  mounted  patrols.  As  to  the  lack  of  artillery,  it  has  always 
been  my  belief  that  some  of  tbe  artillery  massed  at  Chickamauga 
would  be  ordered  to  the  corps  in  case  of  active  operations. 

In  other  respects  the  corps  has  been  thoroughly  organized  as  an 
infantry  corps,  both  tactically  and  for  the  purposes  of  administration, 
and  is  and  has  been  for  some  time  past  as  efficient,  in  my  judgment, 
as  any  body  of  volunteer  troops  of  its  numbers  in  the  country.  If  it 
had  been  its  good  fortune  to  have  been  actively  employed  in  the  enemy's 
country  I  am  confident  it  would  have  acquitted  itself  with  credit. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  corps  that  it  may  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  Cuba  with  its  present  organization  intact,  whenever  a 
volunteer  force  is  thrown  into  that  country,  in  which  case  I  am  confi- 
dent it  would  perform  valuable  service  there. 

SICKNESS. 

In  my  judgment  the  sickness  has  been  more  especially  due  to  the 
carelessness  of  the  young  men,  their  lack  of  prudence  and  the  excessive 
indulgence  of  their  appetites  in  every  possible  way,  and  their  utter  dis- 
regard of  even  the  most  ordinary  sanitary  measures.  The  impossi- 
bility of  impressing  them  with  the  need  of  observing  regulations  made 
solely  for  their  benefit  can  not  be  appreciated  where  it  has  not  been 
experienced. 

From  time  to  time  orders  were  published,  sometimes  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  chief  surgeon,  intended  to  protect  them  from  infec- 
tious diseases,  malarial  complaints,  and  bowel  troubles,  but  it  is  impos- 
sible to  enforce  orders  in  an  army  corps  unless  the  men  understand 
their  importance  and  willingly  obey  them,  or  all  officers  appreciate  the 
absolute  necessity  of  caring  for  ahd  disciplining  their  men  as  well  as 
drilling  them.  Here  again  is  felt  tbe  need  of  an  efficient  staff  for  corps, 
divisions,  and  brigades,  as  well  as  experienced  officers  of  strong  charac- 
ter and  great  energy  for  these  commands.  The  assistance  to  be  desired 
in  this  direction  I  at  no  time  had.  The  staff"  at  cor])s  headquarters 
was  a  shining  exception  to  the  general  condition  prevailing,  and  in  this 
connection  I  desire  to  emphasize  the  remarks  made  elsewhere  poorly 
expressing  my  arppreciation  of  the  services  of  the  officers  comprising 
this  staff.    They  were  indefiitigable  as  well  as  able. 
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lean  not  agree  with  the  chief  surgeon  in  his  statement  that  "the 
water  supply  was  at  no  time  sufficient."  The  report  of  the  cliief  engi- 
neer officer,  Lieut.  Col.  James  L.  Lusk,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  sets  forth  my 
views  fully  in  this  matter. 

The  water  set  aside  for  drinking  purposes  at  Camp  Alger  was  at  all 
times  wholesome,  and  the  troops  were  enjoined  to  use  no  other  supply 
for  drinking  and  cooking  purposes,  but  unfortunately  only  a  few  of  the 
commissioned  officers  seemed  to  appreciate  the  incalculable  importance 
of  matters  of  this  kind,  as  well  as  others  hardly  secondary  to  them. 
So  men  drank  where  they  found  water,  without  regard  to  anything 
except  their  thirst,  the  heat,  and  the  possession  of  means  to  alleviate 
what  they  regarded  as  their  sufferings. 

In  the  first  instance  at  least  typhoid  fever  was  carried  to  Camp  Alger. 
The  first  case  occurred  in  a  Pennsylvania  regiment  that  had  been  at 
Mount  Gretna.  On  my  first  visit  to  the  camp  ground.  May  20, 1  met  a 
surgeon  who  was  trying  to  communicate  with  the  surgeon- general  in 
regard  to  this  patient,  and  expedite  his  removal  to  the  hospital  at  Fort 
Myer.  Another  case,  occurring  almost  immediately  after,  and  perhaps 
the  second  in  the  camp,  was  that  of  Captain  Badgely,  commanding 
Troop  A,  Squadron  New  York  Cavalry.  He  also  was  sent  to  Fort  Myer, 
a  rule  that  was  followed  as  long  as  possible,  and  everything  was  done 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  But  many  men  arriving  had 
evidently  been  infected  with  it,  and  the  number  of  cases  increased. 

While  no  time  was  being  lost  in  organizing  the  corps  into  brigades 
and  divisions,  and  preparing  it  tactically  to  take  the  field  at  the  first 
opportunity,  every  effort  was  being  made  to  uniform,  arm,  and  equip 
the  men. 

Many  men  had  not  a  single  article  of  uniform,  and  not  a  single  regi- 
ment, except  the  First  Ehode  Island,  was  fully  uniformed.  It  was  the 
same  in  the  matter  of  arms  and  equipments. 

The  chief  ordnance  officer  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  arm  and 
equip  the  command;  his  hours  were  long  and  his  methods  excellent. 

Forms  were  simplified  and  great  personal  efforts  were  made  in  the 
quartermaster's  department  to  get  clothing  and  equipage  into  the  hands 
of  the  men,  who  in  many  instances  needed  it  badly,  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment. 

The  results  achieved  in  thoroughly  preparing  the  brigades  of  Gen- 
erals Duffield  and  Garretson  for  the  field  are  fair  evidence  of  the  success 
attending  the  work  done  in  these  departments. 

There  never  was  a  lack  of  good  and  sufficient  food.  The  commissary 
department  met  the  demands  made  upon  it  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
The  difficulty  was  to  get  the  rations  to  the  soldiers.  The  regimental 
commissaries  had  not  learned  what  the  men  were  entitled  to  nor  how  to 
get  it.  For  a  long  time  there  were  no,  or  few,  brigade  commissaries, 
and  when  they  did  report  they  were  generally  civil  appointments,  and 
until  all  could  be  properly  educated  the  same  trouble  continued  to  exist. 

There  was  delay  in  the  arrival  of  a  chief  signal  officer,  but  after  he 
came  a  very  thorough  system  of  communication  throughout  the  corps 
was  Installed,  as  well  as  with  the  War  Department,  and  all  messages 
were  quickly  and  promptly  transmitted,  which  materially  aided  in  the 
success  of  the  administration. 

In  addition  to  the  supply  of  good  and  sufficient  water  the  engineer 
department  had  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do  in  repairing  roads  and 
bridges,  making  maps,  surveying  and  locating  camps,  which  were  all 
successfully  accomplished  under  the  able  and  efficient  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  department.  Great  credit  is  due  Colonel  Lusk  for  the  manner  iu 
31  MG 
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which  camps  were  laid  out.    His  efforts  were  most  indefatigable,  and 
the  work  performed  by  him  was  of  a  most  arduous  and  exacting  nature. 

The  selection  of  this  locality  by  Col.  James  M.  Moore,  Assistant 
Quartermaster-General,  United  States  Army,  was  most  judicious,  and 
reflects  most  creditably  on  his  judgment  and  foresight.  I  stated  in 
my  telegram .  to  the  Secretary  of  War  after  my  arrival  here  that  the 
location  was  an  ideal  one.  I  believe  its  healthfulness  to  be  beyond 
criticism.  The  camps  have  been  located  only  on  the  best  sites  to  be 
found,  and  in  all  cover  an  area  of  12  square  miles. 

As  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer  officer  the  plan  of 
regimental  camp  adopted,  while  it  differs  from  that  laid  down  in  the 
tactics,  gives  far  better  sanitary  conditions — the  sinks  being  placed  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  camp  from  the  line  of  the  company  kitchens,  and 
at  a  distance  of  at  least  150  feet  from  the  nearest  tent.  The  company 
kitchens  being  on  the  opposite  flank  and  directly  in  front  of  the  com- 
pany officers'  tents,  they  are  brought  directly  and  constantly  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  these  officers.  This  arrangement  throws  the 
whole  mass  of  tentage,  300  tents  or  thereabouts,  between  the  kitchen 
and  sink,  the  tendency  being  to  prevent  the  flies  from  passing  to  and 
fro  between  the  two  places. 

The  area  of  the  regimental  and  company  camps  was  largely  increased, 
the  minimum  distance  between  tents  being  5  feet  and  as  much  more  as 
the  ground  admitted  of,  and  between  tents,  back  to  back,  7  feet  or  more. 
The  company  streets  were  made  40  feet  wide. 

Guards  were  placed  at  the  sinks  and  each  man  was  required  to  cover 
his  feces;  all  of  which  I  have  no  doubt  added  very  much  to  the  health 
of  the  camp.  • 

The  transportation  has  never  been  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  whole 
corps.  It  has  been  utilized  with  excellent  judgment  under  the  able 
management  of  my  chief  quartermaster,  so  as  to  accomplish  the  work 
necessary  for  transporting  one  division  from  Camp  Alger  to  Thorough- 
fare, a  distance  of  29  miles,  and  the  transportation  of  the  entire  corps 
from  the  point  of  debarkation  at  the  railroad  to  the  various  camps  at 
Camp  Meade,  at  the  same  time  transporting  the  rations  and,  until  the 
pipe  line  was  completed,  hauling  the  water  to  the  various  regimental 
camps. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  the  pipe  sys- 
tem has  been  extended  to  include  all  the  camps,  and  water  is  delivered 
through  hydrants  to  all  the  kitchens.  I  consider  this  to  be  as  perfect 
a  system  as  any  that  could  have  been  adopted.  The  supply  of  water  is 
unlimited  and  is  of  the  very  best  quality,  coming  from  the  wells  at  a 
temperature  of  52°  F. 

Under  the  direction  of  LieutenaTit-Colonel  Girard,  chief  surgeon,  the 
water  for  drinking  is  filtered  through  two  filters,  one  removing  the 
mechanical  impurities  and  the  other  being  germ  proof.  This  system  is 
in  use  in  all  the  camps. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Butler,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reported  at  Camp  Alger, 
Va.,  June  6,  and  was  assigned  to  the  First  Division,  which  he  com- 
manded ably  and  efficiently  from  that  time  until  August  19,  when  he 
was  relieved  to  go  to  Cuba  as  a  member  of  the  commission  on  occu- 
pation. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  B.  M.  Young,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reported  at  Camp 
Meade,  Pa.,  September  15,  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
First  Division.  This  command  he  continues  to  exercise,  and  the 
organization  is  reflecting  credit  on  his  able  administration. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Davis,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reported  at  Camp 
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Alger  May  29,  and  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Second  Division  upon 
its  organization,  which  is  still  under  him.  He  was  earnest  in  his 
endeavors  and  methodical  in  his  efforts,  rendering  valuable  assistance 
in  the  organization  and  equipment  of  his  division. 


STAFF. 


The  staff  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  since  its  organization  has  com- 
prised the  following  offlcers: 


staff  officers. 


Reported.    ^.^'^^^ 


GENEEAL  STAFF. 

1.  Maj.  H.  O.  S.  Heiatand,  asaistant  acljuiant-general,  TT.  S.  Army,  aasistant  adju- 

tant-general   

2.  Capt.  Carl  E,eichmann,  aasistant  adjutant- general,  IT.  S.  Volnnteera,  assistant 

adjutant-general 

3.  Lieut.  Col.  Cyrua  S.  Eoberts,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  ad- 

jutant-general  

4.  Capt.Wifliam  J.  Sewell,  jr.,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  "Volunteers,  assist- 

ant adj  utant-general 

5.  Capt.  Arthur  F.  Cosby,  assistant  adj  utant-general,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  assistant 

adjutant-general 

6.  Lieut.  Col.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  inspector-general,  U.  S.  Army,  inspector-geueral. . . 

7.  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Burnham,  Fourth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  acting 

inspector-general 

8.  Lieut. Col.  "winfield  S. Edgerly, inspector-general,  0.  S.  Volunteers,  inspector- 

general 

9.  Lieut.  Col.  Edgar  S.Dudley,  judge-advocate,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  judge-advocate.. 

10.  "Maj.  Steven  W.  Groesbeck,  judge- advocate,  U.  S.  Army,  judge-advocate 

11.  Lieut.  Col.  Guy  Howard,  quartermaster,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  quartermaster. 

12.  Maj.  Eugene  F.  Ladd„  quartermaster,  U.S.  Volunteers,  acting  chief  quarter- 

master  

13.  FirstLieut.  John  F.Barnard,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  act- 

ing assistan  t  quartermaster ". 

14.  First  Lieut.  "Winthrop  M.  Tuttle,  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  acting  assist- 

ant quartermaster 

15.  Maj.  Frederick  Von  Schrader,  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  aasistant  quar- 

termaster  _. 

16.  Capt.  William  C.  R.  Colquhoun,  assistant  quartermaster,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers, 

assistant  quartermaster 

17.  Lieut.  Col.  James  N.  Allison,  commissary  of  subsistence,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers, 

chief  commissary ". 

18.  Capt.  John  Little,  commissary  of  subsistence,  TJ.  S.  Army,  acting  chief  com- 

misaary 

19.  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  C.  Girard,  surgeon,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  surgeon 

20.  Capt.  Ogden  Kafferty,  assistant  surgeon,  TJ.  S,  Army,  assistant  surgeon 

21.  M^'.  John  L.  Philips,  surgeon  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  assistant  surgeon 

22    Maj.  Marlborough  C.  Wyeth,  surgeon,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  assistant  surgeon 

23.  Majj.  David  C.Peyton,surgeon,Tjrs.  Volunteers,  assistant  surgeon 

24.  Lieut.  Col.  James  L.  Lusk,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  engineer  officer 

25.  Second  Lieut.  George  D.  Snyder,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 

assistant  engineer , 

26.  First  Lieut.  A.  H.  Ide,  Sixty -fifth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  assistant 

engineer 

27.  Capt.  A.  H.  Weber,  TJ.  S.  Volunteer  Engineers,  acting  chief  engineer  of&cer 

28.  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Duvall,  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief 

ordnance  oflBcer 

29.  Lieut.  Col.  RichardP.  Strong,  Signal  Corps,  TJ.  S.  Volnnteera,  chief  signal  ofacer. 

30.  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  V.  Ives,  Signal  Cbrpa,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  signal  ofiicer. . 

31.  Maj.  Edward  VoUrath,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  provost-marshal- 

general 

32.  Maj.  William  T.  Channon,  Sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  provost-marshal- 

general 

33.  Lieut.  Col.  William  M.  Kirby,  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  provost- 

marshal-general  

34.  Lieut.  Col.  T.  E.  Patterson,  Second  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  provost- 

marshal- general 

35.  Capt.  William  R.  Conrad,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  assistant 

provost-marshal 

36.  First  Lieut.  John  J.  Dufiy,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  aasistant 

provost-marshal 

37.  Second  Lieut.  George  W.  Flood,  Sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  assistant 

provost-marshal 

38.  First  Lieut.  F.  J.  Miller,  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  assistant  pro- 

vost-marshal   

39.  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Duvall,  Ordnance  Department,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  chief 

mastering  officer 

40.  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Burnham,  Fourth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  chief 

mustering  cfflcer 


1898. 

May  23 

,...do... 

May  29 

June    4 

Sept.  15 
May  27 

June  13 

June  25 
June  5 
Sept.  21 
June    1 

May  21 

May  26 

June    3 

Aug.  26 

Aug.  19 

June    7 

May  18 
May  20 
June  8 
June  ]5 
July  17 
Aug.  29 
May  27 

May  29 

July  15 
Sept.  17 

June  4 
June  9 
Aug.  19 

May  24 

June  17 

July    5 

Sept.    3 

June  25 

June  26 

June    7 

Aug.    1 

Aug.  24 

Sept.    2 
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staff  offioerB. 


Eeported. 


Re- 
lieved. 


PEESONAL  STAFF. 

1.  First  Lieut.  "W.  W.  Galbraith,  Fifth  Artillery,  aid-de-camp 

2.  Second  Lieut.  Charles  P.  Suramerall,  Fifth  Artillery,  aid-de-camp 

3.  Seconjd  Lieut.  James  Malcolm  G-raham,  Eleventh  Infantry,  aid-de-camp. 


1898. 
May  20 
do  .-. 

July  23 


111  conclusion  I  desire  to  testify  to  the  efficiency,  zeal,  and  faithfulness 
with  which  the  staff  officers  have  performed  their  duties  under  condi- 
tions which  were  frequently  trying  and  always  exacting. 

There  was  a  vast  amount  of  work,  and  little  or  no  trained  clerical 
service  was  available.  The  volunteers  had  to  be  taught  and  shown  the 
same  thing  over  often  many  times.  The  amount  of  work  entailed  on 
the  staff  in  consequence  was  incalculable. 

Whatever  efficiency  was  obtained  in  the  corps  was  largely  due  to  the 
energy  and  professional  ability  displayed  in  their  several  spheres  by  my 
staff  officers. 

William  Montrose  Graham, 
Major- General,  Volunteers,  Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL  TO  THE  MAJOR-GENERAL  COMMANDING 

THE  ARMY. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  22,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  returns  of  the  Regular 
Army  and  of  the  Volunteer  Army  of  the  United  States,  called  into  the 
service  by  the  President's  proclamations  dated,  respectively,  April  23 
and  May  25, 1898,  including  the  brigade  of  volunteer  engineers  and  the 
additional  volunteer  force  (immunes)  authorized  by  the  act  of  May  11, 
1898. 

THE   REGULAR   ARMY. 

The  strength  of  the  Regular  Army,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1898,  just 
before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  was  as  follows : 


Officers. 


Enlisted 
men. 


General  officers  and  staff  corps.. 

Cavalry 

Artillery 

Infantry 

Miscellaneous 


532 
437 


Total  . 


2,U3 


2,026 
6,047 
4,486 
12, 828 
653 


26, 040 


By  the  act  of  March  8, 1898,  the  artillery  arm  was  increased  by  two 
regiments,  the  additional  organizations  to  be  composed  of  twelve  bat- 
teries each,  two  of  which  in  each  regiment  to  be  organized,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President,  as  field  artillery.  These  regiments  were 
designated  in  orders  as  the  Sixth  and  Seventh,  respectively,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Sixth  established  at  Eort  McHenry,  Md.,  and  those  of 
the  Seventh  at  Fort  Slocum,  N.  Y. ;  the  nucleus  of  each  battery  to  be 
formed  by  the  detail  of  15  enlisted  men  obtained  by  transfer  from  exist- 
ing batteries,  other  than  those  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  regulated  by 
the  proper  department  commanders. 

Under  General  Orders,  K'o.  21,  dated  April  20, 1898,  the  equipment 
of  each  battery  of  light  artillery  was  directed  to  include  6  guns  and 
caissons,  1  combined  forge  and  battery  wagon,  and  100  horses. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  April  22, 1898,  constituted  the  Regular 
Army  one  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in 
time  of  war,  the  second  branch  being  designated  as  the  Volunteer 
Army. 
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April  26, 1898,  Congress  passed  a  law  prescribing  the  peace  organi- 
zation of  each  regiment  of  infantry — to  consist  of  two  battalions  of  four 
companies  each  and  two  unmanned  companies— and  authorized  the 
President,  upon  a  declaration  of  war,  to  establish  a  third  battalion  of 
four  companies  each  in  the  infantry  arm,  and  increased  the  enlisted 
strength  of  a  company  of  infantry  to  106;  that  of  a  troop  of  cavalry  to 
100;  of  a  battery  of  heavy  artillery  to  200;  of  each  battery  of  light 
artillery  to  173;  of  each  company  of  engineers  to  150,  and  of  the  Signal 
Oorj)s  by  the  addition  of  10  corporals,  100  first-class  privates,  and  40 
second-class  privates.  Under  the  authority  thus  given  a  third  battal- 
ion was  established  for  each  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take  effect  from  the 
date  of  the  law,  and  a  sufacient  number,  not  less  than  20,  of  noncom- 
missioned officers  and  men  selected  with  reference  to  their  ability  to 
assist  in  the  instruction  of  the  recruits,  ordered  to  be  transferred  to  the 
new  companies  from  other  companies  of  the  same  regiment;  and  the 
company,  troop,  and  battery  organizations  provided  for  in  that  act  were 
ordered  recruited  to  their  war  strength. 

Under  the  authority  conferred  upon  the  President  by  section  4  of  the 
act  approved  April  26, 1898,  to  add  1  second  lieutenant  to  each  battery 
of  artillery  when  recruited  to  its  war  strength,  he  directed,  July  13, 1898, 
an  increase  of  the  artillery  arm  of  the  service  by  the  addition  of  84  sec- 
ond lieutenants  over  and  above  the  number  provided  for  by  the  act  of 
March  8,  1898. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  strength  of  the  Eegular  Army  for 
each  of  the  four  months  following  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain, 
as  shown  by  the  latest  returns  on  file  in  this  office : 


May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

Organization. 

Offi- 
cers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Offi- 
cers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Offi- 
cers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Offi- 
cers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

G-eneral  officers  and.  staffs 

535 
435 
305 
916 

2,674 
7,835 
7,560 
15, 296 
8,569 

535 
430 
317 
916 

5,012 
9,912 
9,065 
17, 333 
8,191 

550 
419 
369 
989 

6,553 
10, 691 
11,  308 
18,  883 

6,496 

648 
419 
369 
987 

7,980 
11,  594 

12,454 

Infant^v 

22, 458 

1,879 

2,191 

41,934 

2,198 

49,  513 

2,327 

53,  931 

2,323 

56,365 

Enlistments  in  Eegular  Army. 

9,569 

9,311 

6,586 

3,400 

Includes  5,365  men  of  Hospital  Corps  wMch  are  exclusive  of  authorized  strengtli. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  officers  of  the  Eegular  Army  were 
nominated  and  confirmed  in  the  several  grades  in  the  Volunteer  Army, 
indicated  below : 


15  major-generals. 
45  brigadier-generals. 
58  assistant  adj  utant-generals. 

16  inspector-generals. 
3  judge-advocates. 

43  quartermasters. 

21  commissaries  of  subsistence. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  posts  and  camps  in  the  several  military 
departments  garrisoned,  October  13,  1898,  by  troops  of  the  Eegular 
Army: 


44  surgeons. 

1  paymaster. 
22  engineers. 
21  ordnance  officers. 
12  signal  officers,  and 
86  field  officers  of  volunteer  regiments. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  BAST. 


Fort  Adams,  Newport,  R.  I. :  Headquarters  and  Batteries  B  and  D,  Second  Artillery; 

Batteries  F,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  H,  Seventh  Artillery. 
Battery  Point,  Delaware  City,  Del. :  Batteries  L  and  M,  Fourth  Artillery. 
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Fort  Caswell,  Southport,  N.  C. :  Batteries  I,  Second  Artillery,  and  C,  Sixth  Artillery. 

Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y. :  Compauies  B,  D,  and  F,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Fort  Constitutioii,  Newcastle,  N.  H. :  Battery  K,  Second  Artillery. 

Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Essex  Junction,  Vt. :  Third  Regiment  of  Cavalry. 

Fort  Greble,  Jamestown,  R.  I. :  Battery  A,  Seventh  Artillery. 

Grovers  Cliff,  Massachusetts :  Batteries  M,  Second  Artillery,  and  F,  Seventh  Artillery. 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. :  Batteries  A,  F,  H,  aud  I,  Fifth  Artillery. 

Fort  Hancock,  N.  J. :  Batteries  C  and  L,  Fifth  Artillery,  and  M,  Sixth  Artillery. 

Long  Island  Head  Battery,  Boston,  Mass. :  Battery  6,  Second  Artillery. 

Madison  Barracks,  Sacketts  Harbor,  N.Y. :  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md.:  Batteries  C  and  D,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Head- 
quarters and  Battery  B,  Sixth  Artillery. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va. :  Batteries  B,  Third  Artillery,  E  and  H,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  F, 
H,  I,  and  K,  Sixth  Artillery. 

Fort  Mott,  Salem,  N.  J. ;  Battery  I,  Fourth  Artillery. 

Fort  Niagara,  Youngstown,  N.  Y. :  Companies  E,  I,  K,  L,  and  M,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Plattsburg  Barracks,  N.  Y. :  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Fort  Porter,  Buffalo,  N,  Y. :  Headquarters  and  Companies  A,  C,  6,  and  H,  Thirteenth 
Infantry. 

Portland  Head,  Portland,  Me. .  Batteries  E,  Second  Artillery,  andD,  Seventh  Artillery. 

Fort  Preble,  Portland,  Me. :  Battery  E,  Seventh  Artillery. 

Fort  Schuyler,  West  Chester,  N.  Y  ;  Battery  L,  Second  Artillery. 

Sheridans  Point,  Riverside,  Va. :  Battery  K,  Fourth  Artillery. 

Fort  Slocum,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. :  Headquarters  and  Batteries  B,  I,  andL,  Seventh 
Artillery. 

Snllivans  Island,  S.  C. :  Headquarters  and  Batteries  C  and  M,  First  Artillery. 

Fort  Totten,  Willets  Point,  N.  Y. :  Battery  K,  Seventh  Artillery. 

Fort  Trumbull,  New  London,  Conn. :  Battery  H,  Second  Artillery. 

Fort  Wadsworth,  Rosebank,  N.Y. :  Headquarters  and  Batteries  E  and  M,  Fifth  Artil- 
lery; Battery  L,  Sixth  Artillery. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. :  Batteries  C,  Second  Artillery,  and  G,  Seventh  Artillery. 

Fort  Washington,  Md.  -.  Battery  A,  Fourth  Artillery. 

Washington  Barracks,  Washington,  D.  C. :  Headquarters  and  Battery  G,  Fourth 
Artillery;  Batteries  K,  Fifth  Artillery,  and  E,  Sixth  Artillery. 

West  Point,  N.  Y. — Company  E,  Battalion  of  Engineers. 

Willets  Point,  N,  Y, — Headquarters  and  Companies  B,  C,  and  D,  Battalion  of  Engi- 
neers. 

DEPARTMENT    OK    THE   I.AKES. 

Fort  Brady,  Sault  Ste.  Mane,  Mich.— Companies  D,  K,  L,  and  M,  Seventh  Infantry. 
Columbus  Barracks,  Columbus,  Ohio. — Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
Fort  Sheridan,  111. — Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
Fort  Thomas,  Newport,  Ky. — Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Fort  Wayne,  Detroit,  Mich. — Headquarters  and  Companies  A,  B,  C,  E,  F,  G,  H,  and  I, 
Seventh  Infantry. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    GULF. 

Camp  at  Anniston,  Ala. — First  and  Second  Regiments  of  Infantry. 

Fort  Barrancas,  Warrington,  Fla.— Batteries  H  and  L,  First  Artillery. 

Camp  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C  — Battery  B,  P'irst  Artillery. 

Camp  at  Huntsville,  Ala.— Headquarters  and  Troops  A,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  K,  L,  and  M, 
Second  Cavalry ;  Fifth  Regiment  of  Cavalry ;  headquarters  and  Troops  A,  B,  C, 
D,  E,  F,  G,  I,  K,  L,  and  M,  Sixth  Cavalry ;  Seventh,  Eighth,  and  Tenth  Regiments 
of  Cavalry;  Batteries  A  and  F,  Second  Artillery;  headquarters  and  Companies 
A,  B,  C,  D,  F,  G,  H,  I,  K,  L,  ana  M,  Eighth  Infantry;  Tenth,  Fifteenth,  and  Six- 
teenth Regimentj  of  Infantry. 

Fort  Morgan,  Herndon,  Ala. :  Battery  I,  First  Artillery. 

Camp  at  Newman,  Ga. :  Battery  D,  First  Artillery. 

St.  Francis  Barracks,  St.  Augustine,  Fla. :  Batteries  A,  First  Artillery,  and  A,  Sixth 
Artillery. 

Fort  Sam  Houston,  San  Antonio,  Tex. :  Battery  K,  First  Artillery. 

Tybee  Island,  Ga. :  Battery  F,  First  Artillery. 

DEPARTMENT  OF   THE  MISSOURI. 

Camp  at  Ardmore,  Ind.  T. :  Battery  G,  First  Artillery. 

Fort  Crook,  Nebr. :  Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. :  Battery  E,  First  Artillery;  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kana. :  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Regiments  of  Infantry. 
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Fort  Niobrara,  Neljr. :  Troop  K,  First  Cavalry. 

Fort  Riley,  Kans. :  Headquarters  and  Troops  A,  B,  I,  and  L,  First  Cavalry, 

Fort  Robinson,  Nebr. :  Troop  C,  First  Cavalry. 

For  Sill,  Okla. :  Troops  H,  First  Cavalry,  and  H,  Ninth  Cavalry. 

DEPARTMENT  OF   THE   DAKOTA. 

Fort  Keogh,  Mont. :  Troop  F,  First  Cavalry. 

Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak. ;  Troops  G  and  M,  First  Cavalry. 

Fort  Snelling,  Minn. :  Third  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Fort  Yates,  N.  Dak. :  Troop  D,  First  Cavalry. 

Fort  Yellowstone  (via  Cinnabar,  Mont.),  Wyo. .  Troops  D  and  H,  Fourth  Cavalry. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  COLORADO. 

Fort  Apache,  Ariz. :  Troops  E  and  G,  Ninth  Cavalry,  and  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry. 

Fort  Bayard,  N.  Mex. :  Company  F,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  Wyo. :  Companies  C,  E,  F,  and  I,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 

Fort  Douglas,  Utah :  Headquarters  and  Companies  A,  B,  D,  G,  H,  K,  L,  and  M,  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry. 

Fort  Duchesne,  Utah:  Troops  C  and  I,  Ninth  Cavalry. 

Fort  Grant,  Ariz. :  Headquarters  and  Troops  A,  B,  D,  and  M,  Ninth  Cavalry;  Com- 
panies D  and  G,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Fort  Huachuca,  Ariz.:  Troops  F,  K,  and  L,  Ninth  Cavalry;  Companies  A  and  H, 
Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Fort  Logan,  Colo. :  Headquarters  and  Companies  I,  K,  L,  and  M,  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry. 

San  Carlos  (subpost  of  Fort  Grant),  Ariz. :  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

Fort  Washakie,  Wyo. :  Troop  E,  First  Cavalry. 

Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex. :  Company  E,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Angel  Island,  Cal. :  Headquarters  and  Battery  I,  Third  Artillery. 

Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal. :  Battery  E,  Third  Artillery. 

Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal. :  Headquarters  and  Troops  B  and  M,  Fourth  Cavalry. 

San  Diego  Barracks,  San  Diego,  Cal. :  Battery  D,  Third  Artillery. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. :  Companies  I,  K,  L,  aud  M,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 

Boise  Barracks,  Boise,  Idaho :  Troop  F,  Fourth  Cavalry. 

Camp  at  Dyea,  Alaska:  Company  B,  Fourteenth  Infantry. 

Fort  St.  Michael,  Alaska:  Battery  A,  Third  Artillery. 

Fort  Stevens,  Hammond,  Oreg. :  Battery  M,  Third  Artillery. 

Fort  Walla  Walla,  Walla  Walla,  Wash. :  Troop  A,  Fourth  Cavalry. 

Fort  Wrangel,  Alaska:  Company  H,  Fourteenth  Infantry. 

IN   SERVICE   AT   FOREIGN   STATIONS. 

Santiago,  Cuba:  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Porto  Rico:  Troops  B,  Second  Cavalry;  A,  Fifth  Cavalry,  and  H.  Sixth  Cavalry; 
Batteries  C*  and  F,*  Third  Artillery;  B,*  Fourth  Artillery;  B,  D,*  and  G, 
Fifth  Artillery,  and  C  and  M,  Seventh  Artillery.  Company  F,  Eighth  Infantry; 
Eleventh  and  Nineteenth  Regiments  of  Infantry. 

Manila,  Philippines  (Eighth  Array  Corps) :  Company  A,  Engineer  Battalion ; 
Troops  C,  E,  G,  I,  K,  and  L,  Fourth  Cavalry ;  Batteries  G,  H,  K,  and  L,  Third 
Artillery  ;  D  and  G,  Sixth  Artillery.  Headquarters  and  Companies  A,  C,  D,  E, 
F,  G,  I,  K,  L,  and  M,  Foilrteenth  Infantry;  Eighteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry; 
Headquarters  and  Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  and  H,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 

THE   VOLUNTEER   ARMY. 

The  joint  resolution,  approved  April  20,  1898,  demanding  that  Spain 
relinquish  its  authority  and  government  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  with- 
draw its  land  and  naval  forces  from  Cuba  and  Cuban  waters,  authorized 
the  President  to  use  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  the  resolve  into  effect.    Congress  followed  this  pregnant  step  by 

*  Under  orders  to  return  to  the  United  Stases. 
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the  passage  of  an  act,  approved  April  22,  1898,  providing  for  the  tem- 
porary increase  of  the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States. 

By  this  law  the  organized  and  active  land  forces  were  declared  to  con- 
sist of  the  Eegular  Army  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States  when 
called  into  service,  constituting  two  branches  designated,  respectively, 
as  the  Kegular  Army  and  the  Volunteer  Army  of  the  United  States. 
Section  6  provided  that — 

when  the  members  of  any  company,  troop,  battery,  battalion,  or  regiment  of  the 
organized  militia  of  any  State  shall  enlist  in  the  Volunteer  Army  in  a  body,  as  such 
company,  troop,  battery,  battalion,  or  regiment,  the  regimental,  company,  troop, 
battery,  and  battalion  officers  in  service  with  the  militia  organization  thus  enlisting 
may  be  appointed  by  the  governors  of  the  States  and  Territories,  and  shall  when  so 
appointed  be  officers  of  corresponding  grades  in  the  same  organization  when  it  shall 
have  been  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a  part  of  the  Volunteer 
Army. 

The  same  section  further  provided  that  the  President  may  authorize — 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  organize  companies,  troops,  battalions,  or  regiments,  pos- 
sessing special  qualifications,  from  the  nation  at  large  not  to  exceed  three  thousand 
men,  under  such  rules  and  regulations,  including  the  appointment  of  the  officers 
thereof,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Section  7  authorized  the  recruitment  to  their  maximum  strength  of 
all  the  accepted  organizations  in  the  volunteer  force  and  provided  for 
the  organization  of  regular  and  volunteer  troops  into  divisions  of  three 
brigades,  each  brigade  to  be  composed  of  three  or  more  regiments,  and 
authorized  the  President,  whenever  three  or  more  divisions  are  present 
in  the  same  army,  to  organize  them  into  army  corps,  each  corps  to  con- 
sist of  not  more  than  three  divisions.  By  section  13  not  more  than  one 
officer  of  the  Eegular  Army  could  hold  a  commission  in  any  one  of  the 
regiments  of  the  Volunteer  Army  at  the  same  time. 

Finally,  by  the  act  approved  May  11, 1898,  Congress  authorized,  in 
addition  to  the  volunteer  forces  provided  by  the  act  of  April  22,  the 
organization  of  a  volunteer  brigade  of  engineers  from  the  nation  at 
large,  to  consist  of  not  more  than  three  regiments,  and  not  more  than 
3,500  men,  possessing  the  special  qualifications  for  engineer  troops;  the 
offlcers  of  this  brigade  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The 
same  act  authorized  also  the  organiza;tion  of  an  additional  volunteer 
force,  not  exceeding  10,000  men,  possessing  immunity  from  disease  inci- 
dent to  tropical  climates,  the  officers  of  this  force  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate. 

Under  the  authority  conferred  upon  him  by  the  joint  resolution  of 
April  20  and  the  act  of  April  22, 1898,  the  President  issued  a  procla- 
mation, dated  April  23, 1898,  calling  -for  volunteers  to  the  number  of 
125,000  men,  to  be  apportioned,  as  far  as  practicable,  among  the  several 
States,  Territories,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  according  to  popula- 
tion, to  serve  for  two  years  unless  sooner  discharged. 

The  apportionment  under  this  call,  aggregating  5  regiments  and  17 
troops  of  cavalry,  16  batteries  of  light  artillery,  1  regiment  and  7  bat- 
teries of  heavy  artillery,  119  regiments  and  10  battalions  of  infantry, 
was  as  follows : 

Alabama:  Two  regiments  and  1  battalion  of  infantry. 

Arkansas :  Two  regiments  of  infantry. 

California :  Two  regiments  and  2  battalions  of  infantry,  i  batteries  of  heavy  artillery. 

Colorado :  One  regiment  of  iiifantry. 

Connecticut:  One  regiment  of  infantry,  1  battery  of  light  artillery,  and  2  batteries 

of  heavy  artillery. 
Delaware :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
Florida:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Georgia :  Two  regiments  of  infantry  and  2  batteries  of  light  artillery. 
Idaho :  Two  battalions  of  infantry.  ^ 
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Illinois :  Seven  regiments  of  infantry,  1  battery  of  light  artillery,  and  1  regiment  of 

cavalry. 
Indiana:  Four  regimenta  of  infantry  and  2  batteries  of  light  artillery. 
Iowa :  Four  regiments  of  infantry. 
Kansas :  Three  regiments  of  infantry. 

Kentucky :  Three  regiments  of  infantry  and  2  troops  of  cavalry. 
Louisiana :  Two  regiments  of  infantry. 

Maine:  One  regiment  of  infantry  and  1  battery  of  heavy  artillery. 
Maryland :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Massachusetts :  Four  regiments  of  infantry  and  1  regiment  of  heavy  artillery. 
Michigan :  Four  regiments  of  infantry. 
Minnesota:  Three  regiments  of  infantry. 
Mississippi :  Two  regiments  of  infantry. 

Missouri :  Five  regiments  of  infantry  and  1  battery  of  light  artillery. 
Montana :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
Nebraska :  Two  regiments  of  infantry. 
Nevada :  One  troop  of  cavalry. 
New  Hampshire :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
New  Jersey:  Three  regiments  of  infantry. 

New  York :  Twelve  regiments  of  infantry  and  2  troops  of  cavalry. 
North  Carolina:  Two  regiments  and  one  battalion  of  infantry. 
North  Dakota :  Two  battalions  of  infantry. 
Ohio :  Eight  regiments  of  infantry  and  8  troops  of  cavalry,  4  batteries  of  light 

artillery. 
Oregon :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
Pennsylvania :   Fifteen  regiments  of  infantry,  3  batteries  of  light  artillery,  and  3 

troops  of  cavalry. 
Rhode  Island :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
South  Carolina:   One  regiment  and  1  battalion  of  infantry,  1  battery  of  heavy 

artillery. 
South  Dakota:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
Tennessee :  Three  regiments  of  infantry. 

Texas :  Three  regiments  of  infantry  and  1  regiment  of  cavalry. 
Utah :  Two  batteries  of  light  artillery  and  1  troop  of  cavalry. 
"Vermont:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
Virginia:  Three  regiments  of  infantry. 
Washington :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
West  Virginia :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 
Wisconsin:  Three  regiments  of  infantry. 
Wyoming:  One  battalion  of  infantry. 
District  of  Columbia:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

May  25,  1898,  the  President  issued  a  proclamation  calling  for  an 
additional  force  of  75,000  men.  For  controlling  military  reasons  it  was 
determined  to  utilize  so  much  of  this  additional  force  as  was  necessary 
to  bring  up  the  several  State  organizations  in  service  to  the  full  legal 
strength,  the  remainder  to  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
and  Territories  according  to  their  respective  quotas  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble. The  apportionment  under  this  second  call  is  indicated  below,  and 
comprised  16  batteries  of  light  artillery,  3  battalions  of  heavy  artillery, 
and  22  regiments,  10  battalions,  and  46  companies  of  infantry: 

Alabama:  Two  battalions  of  infantry. 

California :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Colorado:  One  battery  of  light  artillery. 

Connecticut:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Georgia:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Illinois :  Two  regiments  of  infantry. 

Indiana :  One  regiment  and  2  companies  of  infantry. 

Iowa:  Two  batteries  of  light  artillery. 

Kansas:  Two  battalions  of  infantry. 

Kentucky:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Louisiana :  Three  batteries  of  light  artillery. 

Maine :  Three  batteries  of  heavy  artillery. 

Maryland:  One  battalion  of  infantry. 

Massachusetts :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Michigan :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Minnesota:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Miasisaippi :  Six  companies  of  infantry. 
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Missouri:  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Nebraska :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Nevada^:  Four  companies  of  Infantry. 

New  Jersey  :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

New  York :  Three  regiments  of  infantry  and  3  batteries  of  light  artillery. 

North  Carolina:  Seven  companies  of  infantry. 

Ohio :  One  regiment  and  9  companies  of  infantry. 

Oregon:  Two  batteries  of  light  artillery. 

Pennsylvania:  Eleven  companies  of  infantry. 

Ehode  Island :  Two  batteries  of  light  artillery. 

South  Carolina:  Two  battalions  of  infantry. 

Tennessee :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Texas :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Utah:  One  battery  of  light  artillery. 

Virginia:  Two  battalions  of  infantry. 

Washington :  One  battalion  of  infantry. 

West  Virginia :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

Wisconsin :  One  regiment  of  infantry  and  1  battery  of  light  artillery. 

Wyoming:  One  battery  of  light  artillery. 

Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Indian  Territory :  One  regiment  of  infantry. 

In  view  of  the  imminence  of  war  with  Spain  resulting  from  the  deplor- 
able condition  of  affairs  in  Cuba,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  action  of 
Congress  and  of  the  call  of  the  President  for  volunteers,  carefully  pre- 
pared regulations  were  issued,  April  22,  1898,  for  the  guidance  and 
government  of  the  numerous  prospective  mustering  of&cers,  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  critically  inspect  the  volunteer  organizations  that  would 
be  offered  for  muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  general 
orders,  circulars,  etc.,  attached  to  this  report  in  Appendix,  exemplify 
the  thoughtful  care  and  foresight  of  the  War  Department  in  providing 
for  the  muster,  instruction,  health,  welfare,  and  even  comfort  of  the 
volunteers  whether  in  the  field,  in  camps,  in  hospitals,  on  furlough,  etc., 
in  fact  under  all  conceivable  conditions,  from  the  date  of  their  recep- 
tion into  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  their  final  discharge  from 
military  duty. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  strength  of  the  Volunteer  Army  at 
the  several  periods  indicated : 


Organization. 


Major-generals 

Brigadier-generals 

Adjutant-General's  TDepartment- 

Inspector-General's  Department 

Jndge-AdTOoate-Generars  De- 
partment   

Quartermaster-General's  De- 
partment   

Subsistence  Department , 

Medical  Department 

Pay  Department 

Corps  engineers 

Ordnance  Department 

Signal  Corps 

Engineers 

Cavalry 

Heavy  artillery 

Light  artillery 

Infantry 


Total 6,224 


Strength  of  the  Volunteer  Army. 


May. 


Offl-     Enlisted 
cers.        men. 


285 
83 


5,972 

1,836 

1,706 

109, 066 


118,  580 


June. 


Offi-      Enlisted 
cers.        men. 


101 
81 

292 

83 

84 

5,069 


7,169 


897 

704 

6,920 

2,010 

2,979 

139,  845 


153,  365 


July- 


August. 


Offi-    Enlisted    Offl-    Enlisted 
cers.       men.       cers.       men. 


18 
70 
100 
27 


114 
106 
99 
80 
28 
20 
112 
108 
292 
93 
120 
7,238 


8,1 


1,089 
2,458 
7,221 
2,540 
4,405 
185, 748 


203,461 


121 

108 

113 

86 

28 

24 

111 

160 

289 

92 

120 

7,319 


8,785 


1,173 
3,286 
7,003 
2,570 
4,265 
188, 947 


207, 244 


The  activity  of  the  officers  detailed  for  duty  in  mustering  troops  is 
sufficiently  indicated  by  the  fact  that  by  May  31, 1898,  a  little  more 
than  a  month  after  the  President's  call  for  volunteers,  nearly  125,000 
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men  had  been  mustered  into  service.  The  muster  in  of  the  three  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  was  completed  by  May  30 ;  that  of  the  ten  regiments 
of  infantry  (immunes)  by  July  30;  that  of  the  three  regiments  of  engi- 
neers by  August  20,  the  last  volunteer  organization  being  mustered  in 
August  24, 1898. 

The  aggregate  strength  of  the  Eegular  and  of  the  Volunteer  armies 
for  each  of  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August  was  as  follows: 


May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

>t 

>. 

g- 

t^ 

g 

h 

S 

1 

l>i 

9 

?. 

^ 

?. 

■5 

<l 

f. 

■< 

<1 

^1 

1 

1 

< 

1 

53 

s 

1 

■4 

1 

i 

s 

& 

1 

E 

a 

y 

M 

I 

1 

E 

M 

> 

<l 

w 

.  > 

-aj 

rt 

> 

< 

w 

l> 

■< 

Oflficera   - 

2,191 
41,  934 

6,224 
118,  580 

8,415 
160,  514 

2,198 
49,513 

7,169 

9,367 
202,  868 

2  827 

8,633 
203, 461 

10  960 

9.  a9.3 

8,785 
207,  244 

11, 108 
263, 609 

Enlisted  men 

153,355 

53,931 

257,89266,865 

Grand  total- 

44,125 

124,  804 

163,929 

51,  711 

160,524 

212,  235 

56,  258 

212,094  268,85258,688 

216,029 

274,717 

The  suspension  of  hostilities,  resulting  from  the  short  but  brilliant 
operations  of  the  Army  against  Santiago,  Cuba,  leading  to  its  capture 
and  of  that  of  the  Spanish  forces  defending  the  city;  the  surrender  of 
Spanish  troops  in  Porto  Eico,  no  less  than  the  successful  operation  of 
our  troops  in  the  Philippines,  Jed  to  the  determination  to  muster  out 
100,000  men,  nearly  one-half  of  the  entire  Yolunteer  force,  and  the  first 
order  looking  to  that  end  was  issued  on  the  18th  of  August  last. 

In  the  performance  of  the  delicate  duty  of  selecting  the  organizations 
to  be  mustered  out  of  service,  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  state  that 
in  this  case,  as  in  that  of  the  apportionment  of  the  volunteers  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  has  been  impossible,  for  obvious 
reasons,  to  preserve  the  absolutely  correct  arithmetical  proportion,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  the  State  quotas,  and,  in  the  second,  to  the  actual 
number  of  troops  from  the  several  States,  accepted  and  mustered-in  the 
service  of  the  IFnited  States. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  several  organizations  desig- 
nated for  muster-out,  the  station  opposite  each  organization  being  the 
State  rendezvous  to  which  the  organizations  were  ordered  prior  to 
final  discharge: 


state. 

Organization . 

State  rendezvous. 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

Montgomery.  Ala . 
Fort  Logan  H.  Roots,  Arlc. 
San  Francisco,  Gal. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

California      

6th  Regiment  of  Infantry 

1st  Colorado  Battery 

Company  stations. 

Light  Battery  A 

Bridgeport  and  N e-ff 

Haven,  Conn. 
Wilmington,  Del. 
Tallahassee,  Ha. 
Macon,  G-a. 
Company  stations. 

1st  Kegiment  of  Infantry. 

Florida 

1st  and  2d  Battalions  of  Infantry 

2d  Regiment  of  Infantry 

XllinoiB 

Ist  and  7th  Regiments  of  Infantry 

Chicago,  ni. 
Springfield,  ni. 
Fort  Sheridan,  111, 
DauyiUe,Ill. 

Ist  Remmeut  of  Cavalry  (mustered  out  Oct.  11) 

Light  Battery  A 
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State. 

Organization. 

State  rendezvous. 

157th,  158th,  and  159th  Regiments  of  Infantry,  27tli 
and  28th  Independent  Batteries,  and  14tTi  volun- 
teer Signal  Company. 

5th  and  6th  Batteries  (mustered  out  Sept.  5, 1898)  and 
SOth  and  52d  Regiments  of  Infantry. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

2d  Regiment  oflnfantry  and  Troops  AandBof  Cavalry 
1st  Regiment  of  Infantry  (mustered  out  Oct.  3) 

Lexington,  Ky. 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Company  stations. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Massachusetts 

2d  an^  9tli  Regiments  of  Infantry;  1st  Regiment  of 

Heavy  irtiilery. 
32d,  33d,  and  34th  "Regiments  of  Infantry 

Company  stations. 
Company  stations. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Mississippi 

1st  Regiment  of  Infantry  and  Light  Battery  A 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Carson  City,  Nev. 
Concord,  N.  H. 

New  Hampshire  .  - . 
New  Jersey 

8th  and  9th  Regiments  of  Infantry;   4th  and  5th 
Light  Batteries;  Troop  A,  Cavalry. 

New  York  City,  N.  T. 

Armory,  New  York  City, 
N.Y. 

14th  Regiment  of  Infantry ;  Troop  C,  Cavalry 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Company  stations. 
Buflalo,  N.  Y. 

7th  LiffhtBatterv                                 

Rochester  N.  T. 

Company  stations. 

3d  and7th  Regiments  of  Infantry  and  1st  Battalion 
Light  Artillery. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

8th  Regiment  of  Infantry             

Wooster  Ohio 

Light  Battery  A                      

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Wash. 
Portland,  Ores. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Company  stations. 

Pennsylvania 

Ist,  2d,  and  3d  Regiments  of  Infantry ;  Philadelphia 
City  Troop ;  Ligit  Battery  A. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

18th  Regiment  of  Infantry ;  Light  Battery  B 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Tyrone,  Pa. 

Quonsett  Point,  E.  I. 
Columbia  S  C 

Company  Stations. 
Company  stations. 
Richmond,  Va. 

Virginia       

Wash. 

Camp  Douglas,  "Wis. 
"Washington,  D.  C. 
Montaut  Point,  N.  T. 

Seventh   Corps,   Jackson- 
ville. Fla. 
Chickamauga,  6a. 
Galveston  Tex 

Dist  of  Columbia 

United  States  Vol- 
unteers. 

Ist  Regiment  of  Cavalry  (mustered  out  Sept.  15) 

3d  Regiment  of  Cavalry  (mustered  out  Sept.  8) 

Ist  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Augusta,  Me. 
New  York  City. 
Boston,  Mass. 
"Washington   Barracks, 

D.  C. 
Chicago,  ni. 

9th  Volunteer  Signal  Corps  Company       .  . 

494         REPOET  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  "WAR. 

The  following-named  regiments  are  under  orders  to  return  from  Porto 
Eico  to  the  United  States  and  rendezvous  at  the  place  opposite  their 
respective  designation : 


Organization. 

State  rendezvous. 

Springfield.  111. 

South  Framingham.Mass. 

16th  Pennsylvania  Infantry ^ 

Mount  Gretna,  Pa. 

The  several  military  posts  and  camps  occupied  October  13  by  the 
troops  of  the  Volunteer  Army  are : 

DEPARTMENT  OF   THE   EAST. 

Augusta,  Me. :  Batteries  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  Maine  Heavy  Artillery. 

Port  Griswold,  Conn. :  Battery  B,  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 

Camp  Meade,  Middletown,  Pa.,  Second  Army  Corps:  Third  Connecticut,  First 
Delaware,  First  Maryland,  Fifth  Massachusetts,  Thirty-fifth  Michigan,  Fifteenth 
Minnesota,  Fourth  Missouri,  Fourth  New  Jersey,  Two  hundred  and  first,  Two  hun- 
dred and  second,  and  Two  hundred  and  Third  New  York,  Ninth  and  Tenth  Ohio, 
Eighth,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  First  Rhode  Island, 
Second  Tennessee,  and  Second  West  Virginia  Infantry. 

Montauk  Point,  N.  Y. ;  Headquarters,  and  Companies  A,  B,  C,  E,  F,  G,  and  H,  Second 
United  States  Volunteer  Engineers. 

Pompton  Lakes,  N.  J. :  Third  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

Fort  Slooum,  N,  Y. :  Twenty-second  New  York  Infantry. 

DEPARTMENT  OV   THE   GULF. 

Anniston,  Ala. :  Third  Alabama,  Second  Arkansas,  Fourth  Kentucky,  Third  Ten- 
nessee, and  Fourth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Port  Clark,  Tex. :  Third  Texas  Infantry. 

Griffin,  Ga. :  Third  Georgia  Infantry. 

Fort  Houston,  Tex. :  Fourth  Texas  Infantry. 

Huntsville,  Ala.,  Fourth  Army  Corps :  First  Florida  and  Sixty-ninth  New  York 
Infantry. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Seventh  Army  Corps;  Second,  Fourth,  and  Ninth  Illinois,  One 
hundred  and  sixty-first  Indiana,  Forty-ninth  Iowa,  Second  Louisiana,  Sixth  Mis- 
souri, Third  Nebraska,  First  North  Carolina,  Second  South  Carolina,  Pirst  Texas, 
and  Fourth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Sullivans  Island,  S.  C, :  Battery,  South  Carolina  Heavy  Artillery. 

DEPARTMENT  OF   THE   LAKES. 

Chickamauga,  Tenn. :  Companies  A  and  B,  Pirst  Indiana  Infantry,  Eighth  United 
States  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps :  Thirty-first  Michigan,  Third 
North  Carolina,  Second  and  Sixth  Ohio,  Pourtli  Tennessee,  Sixth  Virginia,  and  First 
West  Virginia  Infantry. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps :  Third  United  States  Volunteer 
Engineers,  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  Indiana,  Third  Kentucky,  Eighth  Massachu- 
setts, Third  Mississippi,  Second  Missouri,  Twelfth  New  York,  Seventh  and  Tenth 
United  States  Volunteers,  and  Territorial  Regiment  United  States  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   CALIFORNIA. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. :  First  Troop  Nevada  and  First  Troop  Utah  Cavalry ;  Bat- 
teries B  and  C,  California  Artillery;  Battery  C,  Utah  Artillery,  and  Pirst  Wyoming 
Battery. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  COLUMBIA. 

Vancouver  Barracks,  Wash. :  Eighth  California  Infantry. 
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FOREIGN  STATIONS. 

Department  of  Santiago,  Cuba:  Twenty-tlaird  Kansas,  Eighth  Illinois;  Second, 
Third,  Fifth,  and  Ninth  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Manzanillo:  Fourth  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers. 

Department  of  Porto  Rico :  First  Kentucky,  Forty -seventh  New  York,  and  Sixth 
United  States  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Houoluln,  Hawaiian  Islands:  Companies  I,  K,  L,  and  M,  and  First  New  York  Vol 
uuteer  Infantry;  Second  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers. 

MILITARY   GEOGBAPHICAL   DEPAETMBNTS. 

Important  considerations  led,  early  in  the  year,  to  a  comprehensive 
rearrangement  of  the  several  geographical  departments  into  which,  for 
facility  of  military  administration,  the  country  is  divided.  Two  new 
departments — those  of  the  Lakes  and  of  the  Gulf — were  created;  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri  was  reconstituted;  the  departments  of  the 
Platte  and  of  Texas  discontinued,  and  the  geographical  limits  of  other 
departments  were  rectified  by  General  Orders,  No.  7,  Headquarters  of 
the  Army,  dated  March  11, 1898. 

DEPARTMENT    OF   THE   EAST.  • 

The  southern  and  southwestern  portion  of  this  departmentwas  erected 
into  a  new  department,  that  of  the  Gulf,  and  the  States  of  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Tennessee  were  transferred  to  the  new  Department  of  the 
Lakes.  The  present  department  consists  of  the  New  England  States, 
the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, West  Virginia,  Virginia,  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  declaration  of  war  with  Spain  made  the  defense  of  the  entire 
Atlantic  seaboard  against  possible  attack  a  question  of  the  utmost 
importance.  With  this  object  in  view  the  governors  of  the  several 
littoral  States  were  freely  consulted  and  their  active  cooperation  enlisted 
in  favor  of  providing  temporary  garrisons,  drawn  from  the  State  militias, 
for  those  exj)osed  points  where  no  defenses  containing  heavy  gunsexisted, 
or  where  the  defenses  had  either  no  garrisons  or  only  small  ones.  Infan- 
try supports  were  drawn,  while  war  was  in  progress,  from  some  of  the 
volunteer  infantry,  heavy  artillery,  and  light  batteries  organized  under 
the  first  call  tor  troops,  and  the  organizations  were  recruited  to  war 
strength  of  twelve  companies.  The  number  of  men  so  utilized  was, 
approximately,  12,000.  The  troops  while  employed  as  garrison  supports 
were  constantly  drilled,  and  the  discipline  and  efficiency  attained  by 
them  was  very  creditable  to  the  character  and  length  of  service  of  the 
several  organizations.  Pollowing  the  suspension  of  hostilities  in  July 
last,  the  infantry  supports  were  transferred  to  inland  camps,  the  with- 
drawal being  completed  t»  September  1. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   LAKES. 

This  department  consists  of  the  States  of  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
Illinois,  and  Indiana,  taken  from  the  old  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
and  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  taken  from  the 
Department  of  the  East.  The  concentration,  at  an  early  date,  of  most 
of  the  military  organizations  in  this  department  almost  stripped  it  of 
troops,  leaving  but  one  ofScer  and  a  small  detachment  at  each  Post  to 
guard  public  property.  Later,  however,  the  Fourth,  Sixth,  and  Seven- 
teenth Infantry  were  ordered  back,  and,  with  8  companies  of  the  Seventh 
Infantry  designated  to  garrison  Fort  Wayne,  Mich.,  represent  the 
present  military  strength  in  the  Department  of  the  Lakes. 


496  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


DEPARTMENT  OP  THE   GULF. 


This  new  departmeut,  created  for  the  more  direct  control  of  the  troops 
about  to  be  concentrated  at  camps  in  the  Southern  States,  consists  of 
the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Missis- 
sippi, taken  I'rom  the  Department  of  the  East,  and  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
which  constituted  the  Department  of  Texas,  discontinued. 


DEPARTMENT   OF   DAKOTA. 


This  department  consists  of  the  States  of  Minnesota,  North  and 
South  Dakota,  Montana,  and  so  much  of  Wyoming  and  Idaho  as  is 
embraced  in  tlie  Yellowstone  National  Park.  Part  of  the  State  of 
South  Dakota  and  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  were  added  to  this 
department  from  the  discontinued  Department  of  the  Platte. 


DEPARTMENT  OP  THE   MISSOURI. 


The  old  Department  of  the  Missouri  was  dismembered,  the  States  ot 
Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Arkansas,  and  the  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Terri- 
tories being  consituted  part  of  the  new  department  of  the  same  name, 
and  the  States  of  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  trans- 
ferred to  the  newly  created  Department  of  the  Lakes.  The  States  of 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  now  in  this  department,  were  taken  from  the 
Department  of  the  Platte,  which  was  abolished. 


DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  COLORADO. 


This  department  consists  of  the  States  of  Wyoming  (except  so  much 
thereof  as  is  embraced  in  the  Yellowstone  National  Park),  Colorado, 
and  Utah,  and  the  Territories  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  The  State 
of  Wyoming,  as  described  above,  was  taken  from  the  Department  of 
the  Platte. 


DEPARTMENT  OF   CALIFORNIA. 

The  states  of  California  and  Nevada  constituted  this  departmeut 
until  July  12,  1898,  when,  by  a  Presidential  order  of  that  date,  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  and  their  dependencies — annexed  to  the  United 
States  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  approved  July  7,  1898 — were 
attached  to  and  included  in  the  Department  of  California. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  COLUMBIA. 

The  territorial  limits  of  this  department  were  extended  eastward  by 
tlie  addition  of  so  much  of  the  State  of  Idaho  as  had  heretofore  been 
included  in  the  Department  of  the  Platte.  On  the  declaration  of  war 
with  Spain  the  Fourteenth  Infantry,  except  two  companies  left  in 
Alaska,  and  four  troops  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  were  withdrawn  from 
this  department  to  form  part  of  the  Philippines  expedition,  while  the 
Sixteenth  Infantry  was  ordered  to  the  camp  established  at  Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 

DEPARTMENT  OP   SANTIAGO. 

This  department,  created  by  General  Orders  No.  118,  War  Depart- 
ment, Adjutant- General's  Office,  consists  of  all  that  part  of  the  Island 
of  Cuba  and  the  islands  and  keys  adjacent  and  belonging  thereto,  or 
which  have  or  may  hereafter  come  under  the  control  of  the  United 
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States.  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Lawton,  United  States  Volunteers,  was 
assigned,  in  the  same  orders,  to  the  command  of  this  department,  with 
headquarters  in  the  city  of  Santiago. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PORTO  BICO. 

Created  October  1,  by  General  Orders  No.  158,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  consists  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Eico 
and  the  islands  and  keys  adjacent  and  belonging  thereto.  Maj.  Gen. 
John  E.  Brooke,  United  States  Army,  was  assigned  by  the  order  above 
cited  to  the  command  of  this  department  and  was  authorized,  for  the 
present,  to  establish  his  headquarters  at  such  points  as  he  may  select. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PACIFIC. 

Created  by  General  Orders,  No.  46,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  May 
16,  1898,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  United  States  Army,  was 
assigned  by  this  order  to  the  command  of  the  department. 

AEMY   CORPS  AND    PORTO   RIOAN   EXPEDITION. 

On  April  15,  1898,  the  regiments  of  the  Eegular  Army,  with  few 
exceptions,  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  designated  points  in  the  South, 
viz :  Chickamauga,  Ga. ;  New  Orleans,  La. ;  Mobile,  Ala. ;  and  Tampa, 
Fla.  The  regiments,  under  orders,  came  from  Waslaington,  Idaho,  Cal- 
ifornia, Wyoming,  Montana,  the  Dakotas,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Okla- 
homa, Arkansas,  and,  in  fact,  from  nearly  all  the  forts  then  occupied, 
some  30  in  number.  April  23  the  troops  assembled  in  the  Chickamauga 
National  Park,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  were  constituted  a  Provi- 
sional Army  Corps  under  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Brooke. 

By  direction  of  the  President,  May  7, 1898,  seven  army  corps  were 
constituted,  embracing  both  the  Eegular  and  Volunteer  branches  of  the 
Army,  and  later,  June  21,  the  forces  comprising  the  Philippine  expedi- 
tion were  constituted  an  army  corps  to  be  known  as  the  Eighth. 

FIRST  AND   THIRD   ARHY   CORPS. 

[Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  Maj.  Gen.  James  F. 
Wade,  United  States  Volunteers,  respectively,  commanding,  headquarters  at  Camp 
Thomas,  Ga.] 

These  corps  were  organized  at  Camp  Thomas,  Ga.  Their  combined 
strength  on  the  last  day  of  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  July,  and 
August  was  as  follows : 


Month. 


Enlisted 
men. 


April 383  6,328 

May 2,191  42,036 

June 2,004  66,544 

July 1,663  42,260 

August 436  12,726 

In  July  the  First  Division  of  the  First  Corps,  under  General  Wilson, 
was  detailed  for  duty  in  Porto  Eico,  and  August  21-22  the  Second  and 
Third  divisions  of  that  corps  were  sent  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  respectively. 
32  MG 
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The  Third  Army  Corps  was  transferred  early  in  September  to  the 
camp  established  at  Anniston,  Ala.,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  but 
a  small  detachment  remained  at  Gamp  Thomas,  Ga. 

SECOND   ARMY   CORPS. 

[Maj.  Gen.  William  M.  Graham,  United  States  Volunteers,  headquarters  at  Falls 

Church,  Va. 

The  Second  Corps  was  organized  at  Camp  Alger,  near  Falls  Church, 
Va.  It  having  been  determined  in  the  latter  part  of  July  to  discontinue 
Camp  Alger,  a  new  site  for  a  camp  was  selected  near  Middletown,  Pa. 
(called  "Camp  Meade"),  the  Second  Division  of  the  corps  commenced 
to  move  about  August  2,  and  early  in  September  the  remainder  of  the 
corps  left  the  first-named  camp.  The  strength  of  the  corps  for  the 
months  from  May  to  August  is  given  below,  the  figures  for  the  last 
month  including  the  troops  at  Camp  Meade: 


Montli. 


May  - . . 
June.-. 
July.... 

August 


Enlisted 
men. 


FOURTH  ARMY   CORPS. 

fMai.  Gen.  John  J.  Coppingee,  United  States  Volunteers,  headquarters  at  Mobile, 

Ala.] 

The  organization  of  this  corps  was  begun  at  Mobile,  Ala.  June  2  the 
Fourth  Corps  commenced  the  march  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  July  23  the 
Third  Division  of  the  corps  was  transferred  to  Fernandina,  Fla.  The 
corps  having  been  ordered  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  the  movement  was  begun 
August  11,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  the  only  troops  of  the  corps 
remaining  at  Tampa  was  1  officer  and  29  men  of  the  Signal  Corps.  The 
strength  present  on  the  last  day  of  each  month  was  as  follows : 


Month. 


Enlisted 
men. 


June 

July.... 

August 


7,466 
20, 053 
13, 485 

9,933 


FIFTH   ARMY   CORPS. 

[Maj.  Gen.  William  E.  Shaftee,  United  States  Volunteers;  headquarters  at 

Tampa,  Fla.] 

This  corps  was  organized  at  Tampa,  Fla.  On  June  7  the  corps 
embarked  on  transports  for  Santiago,  Cuba,  the  fleet  sailing  June  14, 
and  the  troops  commenced  to  disembark  on  June  22. 

After  the  short  but  brilliant  campaign,  which  resulted  in  the  surren- 
der of  Santiago,  it  was  decided,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  disease 
which  infected  the  whole  army  there,  to  withdraw  the  troops  that  had 
been  operating  in  Cuba.  The  repatriation  of  the  United  States  troops 
was  commenced  August  7,  and,  excepting  the  sick  in  hospitals,  was 
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completed  by  August  24,  when  General  Shafter  and  his  staff  sailed  for 
the  United  States. 

The  strength  present  of  this  corps,  for  the  months  indicated,  was  as 
follows : 


Months. 


Enlisted 
men. 


May... 
June... 
July... 
August 


15, 657 
14,  945 
18, 619 
14,  347 


SIXTH  AEMT   CORPS. 

[Maj.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  United  States  Volunteers;  headquarters  at  Camp 

Thomas,  Ga.] 

The  Sixth  Corps  failed  of  organization,  and  General  Wilson  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Division  of  the  First  Corps. 

SEVENTH  AKMY  CORPS. 
[Maj.  Gen.  FiTZHUGH  Lbe,  United  States  Volunteers;  headquarters  at  Tampa,  Fla.] 

This  corps  was  organized  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  on  May  29.    General  Lee 
having  been  authorized  to  estabUsh  his  headquarters  at  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  the  corps  removed  to  that  place  May  31,  with  the  exception  of ' 
the  First  Division,  which  remained  at  Tampa,  Fla. 

A  division,  General  Schwan's,  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  at  Mobile, 
Ala.,  was  transferred  June  20  to  the  camp  at  Miami,  Fla.,  and  on  the 
23d  of  same  month  was  designated  as  the  First  Division  of  the  Sev- 
enth Army  Corps.  This  division  was  subsequently  (July  31)  trans- 
ferred from  Miami  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

The  following  is  the  present  strength  of  this  corps  on  the  last  day  of 
the  months  named : 


Enlisted 
men. 


May  ... 
June . .  - 
July  . . . 
August 


8,847 
18,  375 
23, 193 
27,  817 


EIGHTH  ARMY   CORPS. 


[Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Mbrkitt,  United  States  Army.] 

This  corps  embraced  the  forces  comprising  the  Philippine  expedition, 
the  troops  being  concentrated  at  San  Francisco  and  forwarded  to  Manila 
at  different  dates. 

The  first  expedition  for  Manila,  under  command  of  Gen.  T.  M.. 
Anderson,  United  States  Volunteers,  consisting  of  the  First  California 
Infantry,  Second  Oregon  Infantry,  five  companies  Fourteenth  United 
States  Infantry,  and  a  detachment  of  California  artillery — 115  offlcers 
and  2,386  enlisted  men — sailed  May  25,  arriving  off  Manila  June  30. 

The  second  expedition,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  F.  Y.  Greene, 
United  States  Volunteers,  sailed  June  15,  and  consisted  of  the  First 
Colorado,  First  Nebraska,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  four  companies 
Eighteenth  and  four  companies  Twenty- third  United  States  Infantry, 
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two  batteries  Utah  artillery,  and  detachment  of  United  States  Engi- 
neers— a  total  of  158  oflcers  and  3,428  enlisted  men — arriving  at  their 
destination  July  17, 

The  third  expedition,  under  the  command  of  Generals  Merritt,  United 
States  Army,  commanding  corps,  and  MacArthur,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, sailed  June  27  and  29,  and  consisted  of  four  companies  of 
Eighteenth  and  four  companies  of  Twenty-third  United  States  Infan- 
try, four  batteries  of  Third  United  States  Artillery,  one  company 
United  States  Engineers,  First  Idaho,  First  Wyoming,  Thirteenth 
Minnesota  and  First  North  Dakota  Infantry,  the  Astor  Battery,  and 
detachments  of  the  Hospital  and  Signal  Corps — a  total  of  197  ofiicers 
and  4,650  enlisted  men — which  arrived  at  their  destination  July  25 
and  31. 

The  fourth  expedition,  under  command  of  Gen.  B.  S.  Otis,  United 
States  Yolunteers,  sailed  July  1 5,  and  consisted  of  six  troops  Fourth 
United  States  Cavalry,  two  batteries  Sixth  United  States  Artillery, 
five  companies  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry,  and  detachments  of 
recruits — a  total  of  42  ofQcers  and  1,640  enlisted  men — and  arrived  at  its 
destination  August  21. 

The  fifth  expedition,  under  command  of  Col.  H.  C.  Kessler,  of  First 
Montana  Infantry,  sailed  July  19,  and  consisted  of  the  First  Montana 
Infantry  and  detachment  of  recruits — a  total  of  54  ofiicers  and  1,294 
enlisted  men. 

The  sixth  expedition,  under  command  of  Gen.  H.  G.  Otis,  United 
States  Volunteers,  sailed  July  23,  and  consisted  of  eight  companies  of 
the  First  South  Dakota  and  detachments — a  total  of  60  ofQcers  and  846 
enlisted  men. 

The  seventh  expedition,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Lee  Stover, 
First  South  Dakota  Infantry,  sailed  July  29,  and  consisted  of  four 
companies  of  First  South  Dakota  and  detachment  of  recruits — a  total 
of  25  offlcers  and  814  enlisted  men. 

The  total  forces  of  the  seven  expeditions  made  a  grand  total  of  641 
officers  and  15,058  enlisted  men. 

The  number  of  troops  present,  remaining  at  San  Francisco  after 
sailing  of  the  expeditions,  and  who  had  been  designated  for  the  Philip- 
pines, was  on  the  last  day  of  each  month  as  follows : 


Month. 


Enlisted 
men. 


,  May 

June 

July 

Au|!;uBt. 


10,  793 
11,660 
7,478 
5,983 


PORTO   RIOAN  EXPEDITION. 

The  Major-General  commanding  the  Army  sailed  from  Guantanamo, 
Cuba,  July  21  with  a  force  of  3,554  officers  and  men,  and  landed  at 
Guanica,  Porto  Eico,  July  25. 

The  troops  sailing  with  him  were  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  and  Sixth 
Illinois  Infantry,  batteries  of  regular  artillery,  a  provisional  battalion 
of  engineers  formed  from  Company  H,  First  District  of  Columbia  Vol- 
unteers, a  provisional  company  formed  from  the  First  Illinois  Volun- 
teers, and  a  detachment  of  34  privates  of  the  battalion  of  engineers. 
United  States  Army,  and  detachments  of  recruits,  signal  and  hospital 
corps.  By  July  31  he  was  reenforced  by  General  Schwan's  Brigade  of 
the  Fourth  Army  Corps  and  by  part  of  General  Wilson's  Division  of 
the  First  Corps. 
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The  strength  present  *or  July  31  and  August  31  was  as  follows : 


Month. 


Enlisted 
men. 


Jnly 

Aagnst- 


9,084 
16, 332 


The  subjoined  table  exhibits  the  strength  and  distribution  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States : 

BiaumA  of  strength  and  distribution  of  troops. 


May. 

June. 

Jnly. 

Angnst. 

Command. 

Offi- 
cers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Offi- 
cers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Offi- 
cers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Offi- 
cers. 

EnUsted 
men. 

Department  of  California 

Department  of  the  Colorado . . . 
Department  of  the  Columbia . . 

Department  of  Dakota 

Department  of  the  East 

Department  of  the  Gulf 

Department  of  the  Lakes 

Department  of  the  Missouri. . . 

98 

46 

21 

24 

530 

230 

18 

23 

2,191 

903 

342 

769 

496 

636 

2,176 

956 

431 

662 

12,  093 

4,921 

221 

757 

42,036 

17,406 

7,456 

15,  657 

8,847 

13, 179 

87 

39 

38 

16 

586 

232 

31 

20 

2,004 

867 

763 

791 

781 

865 

1,716 

1,250 

997 

722 

15,  576 

5,792 

697 

591 

56,  544 

22,624 

20, 058 

14,  946 

18,  375 

22, 124 

70 

41 

41 

67 

577 

249 

28 

20 

1,563 

802 

548 

890 

909 

917 

377 

1,746 

1,329 

1,256 

2,056 

17,240 

7,228 

646 

698 

42,260 

21,  378 
13,486 
18, 619 
23,193 

22,  536 
9,084 

100 

40 

43 

32 

804 

280 

20 

19 

438 

768 

413 

518 

1,025 

899 

641 

299 

4,771 

2,390 

1,516 

1,416 

956 

23,248 

7,262 

185 

522 

12,725 

20, 688 

9,933 

14, 347 

27,  817 

22,  046 

16, 332 

6,748 

95,479 

Fifth  Corps 

Eighth  Corps (Dept.  Pacific)... 

Department  of  Santiago 

At  State  camps,  en  route,  at 
recruiting  stations,  on  fur- 

2,089 

33,  716 

2,227 

20, 957 

3,861 

74,  739 

8,415 

160,  514 

9,367 

202,  868 

10,  960 

257,  392 

11, 108 

CASUALTIES. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  several  actions  in  which  United 
States  troops  were  engaged  during  the  war  with  Spain  and  of  the 
losses  sustained  by  them  &om  April  21  to  August  13, 1898: 


Operations  in  Cuba. 

May  12,  Point  Arbolitos. — CompanieB  E  and  O,  First  Infantry,  under  Capt.  J.  H. 
Dorst,  Fourth  Cavalry.     No  casualties. 

SIEGE   AND   SURRENDER  OF   SANTIAGO. 

(Jvme  22  to  July  17.) 

Maj.  Gen.  William  E.  Shafter,  commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

June  24,  La  Quasima. — Cavalry  division,  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler,  commanding. 
Second  Cavalry  brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  S.  B.  M.  Young. 

Present  for  duty  June  20:  74  ofiScers  and  1,067  enlisted  men;  tilled,  1  officer  and 
15  enlisted  men;  wounded,  6  officers  and  44  enlisted  men. 

Officers  killed  and  wounded  (7). — Killed:  Capt.  A.  K.  Capron,  First  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry.    Wounded :  Majs.  J.  M.  Bell,  First  Cavalry,  and  A.  O.  Brodie 
First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry;  Capts.  T.  T.  Knox,  First  Cavalry,  and  J.  h! 
McClintook,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry;    First  Lients.  G.  L.  Byram 
First  Cavalry,  and  J.  E.  Thomas,  jr.,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry.  ' 
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July  1-lZ. — Operations  against  Santiago,  embracing  the  actions  at  San  Juan,  El 
Caney,  and  Aguadores,  July  1-3,  and  actions  around  Santiago,  July  10-12. 

Present  for  duty,  June  30:  858  officers  and  17,358  enlisted  men;  killed,  22  officers 
and  222  enlisted'men ;  wounded,  93  officers  and  1,288  enlisted  men. 

Officers  killed  andwounded(lSS). — Killed:  Col.  C.  A.Wikoff,  Twenty-second  Infantry; 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Hamilton,  Ninth  Calvary;  Maj.  A.  G.  Forse,  First  Cavalry;  Capts. 
G.  W.  Rowell,  Second  Infantry,  A.  M.  Wetherill,  Sixth  Infantry,  John  Drum,  Tenth 
Infantry,  T.  W.  Morrison,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  and  William  O'Neill,  First  United 
States  Volunteer  Cavalry ;  First  Lieuts.  W.  E.  Shipp  and  W.  H.  Smith,  Tenth  Cavalry, 
J.  G.  Ord,  Sixth  Infantry,  and  G.  H.  Field,  Second  Massachusetts  Infantry;  Second 
Lieuts.  J.  J.  Bernard,  Fourth  Infantry,  E.  N.  Benchley,  Sixth  Infantry,  T.  A.Wansboro, 
Seventh  Infantry,  L.  H.  Lewis,  Ninth  Infantry,  W.  A.  Sater,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  D. 
M.  Mlchie,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  J.  A.  Gurney  and  J.  N.  Augustin,  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry,  H.  L.  McCorkle,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  and  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  H.  W.  Dan- 
forth,  who  was  on  duty  with  Ninth  Cavalry.  Wounded:  Brig.  Gen.  H.  S.  Hawkins; 
Lieut.  Cols.  Henry  Carroll,  Ninth  Cavalry,  H.  C.  Egbert,  Sixth  Infantry,  W.  S.  Worth, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  J.  T.  Haskell,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  E.  H.  Liscum, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry,  and  J.  H.  Patterson,  Twenty-second  Infantry;  Majs.  H.  W.  Wessells,  Third 
Cavalry,  T.  J.  Wint,  Tenth  Cavalry,  J.  H.  Smith,  Second  Infantry,  A.  W.  Corliss, 
Seventh  Infantry,  S.  H.  Lincoln  and  R.  I.  Eskridge,  Tenth  Infantry,  P.  H.  Ellis,  Thir- 
teenth Infantry,  and  W.  C.  Hayes,  First  Ohio  Cavalry;  Capts.  H.  L.  Mills,  Asst.  Adjt. 
Gen.  Volunteers,  (First  Lieut.  First  Cavalry),  G.  K.  Hunter  and  G.  A.  Dodd,  Third 
Cavalry,  J.  B.  Kerr  and  A.  P.  Blocksom,  Sixth  Cavalry,  C.  W.  Taylor,  Ninth  Cavalry, 
John  Bigelow,  jr..  Tenth  Cavalry,  C.  D.  Parkhurst,  Second  Artillery,  W.  J.  Turner, 
Second  Infantry,  Z.  W.  Torrey  andG.  B.Walker,  Sixth  Infantry,  J.  B.  Jackson,  Seventh 
Infantry,  R.  C.  Van  Vliet,  Tenth  Infantry,  James  Fornance,  J.  B.  Guthrie,  and  H.  G. 
Cavanaugh,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  William  Lassiter,  W.  C.  McFarland,  and  T.  C.  Wood- 
bury, Sixteenth  Infantry,  H.  B.  Moon  and  J.  B.  Rodmand,  Twentieth  Infantry,  F.  B. 
Jones,  J.  J.  Crittenden,  and  Theodore  Mosher,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  A.  B.  Dacat, 
and  J.  J.  Brereton,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  W.  S.  Warrener,  Second  Massachusetts 
Infantry,  and  M.  J.  Henry,  United  States  Volunteers ;  First  Lieuts.  Arthur  Thayer, 
A.  C.  Merrillat,  and  0.  B.  Meyer,  Third  Cavalry,  W.  S.  Wood,  Ninth  Cavalry,  R.  L. 
Livermore,  E.  D.  Anderson,  and  M.  H.  Barnum,  Tenth  Cavalry,  W.  C.  Neary,  Fourth 
Infantry,  J.  S.  Grissard,  Seventh  lufantry,  J.  R.  Seyburn,  Eighth  Infantry,  CarlKoops, 
Tenth  Infantry,  A.  B.  Scott,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  S.  W.  Dunning,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
W.  M.  Dickinson,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  G.  J.  Godfrey,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  H.  6. 
Lyon  and  J.  E.  Brett,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  R.  C.  Day  and  J.  A.  Carr,  First  United 
States  Volunteer  Cavalry;  Second  Lieuts.  W.  C.  Short,  Sixth  Cavalry,  F.  E.  McCoy, 
T.  A.  Roberts,  H.  C.  Whitehead,  and  H.  O.  Williard,  Tenth  Cavalry,  B.  H.  Wells  and 
W.  J.  Lutz,  Second  Infantry,  J.  H.  Hughes,  Fourth  Infantry,  L.  H.  Gross,  C.  N.  Purdy, 
John  Robertson,  R.  S.  Turman,  and  W.  H.  Simons,  Sixth  Infantry,  H.  A.  LaHerty, 
Seventh  Infantry,  M.  C.  Saville,  Tenth  Infantry,  W.  E.  Dove  and  Clark  Churchman 
Twelfth  Infantry,  L.  S.  Sorley  and  R.  E.  Spence,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  B.  F.  Hardaway, 
Seventeenth  Infantry,  F.  R.  Meade,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  W.  H.  Wassell,  Twenty- 
second  Infantry,  AlbertLaws,  Twenty- fourth  Infantry,  J.  S.  MurdockandH.  L.  Kinni- 
son.  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  D.  J.  Moynehan  and  C.  D.  Hapgood,  Second  Massachusetts 
Infantry,  W.  E.  Trull,  Seventy-first  New  York  Infantry,  D.  J.  Leahy  and  H.  K.  Deve- 
reaux.  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  Acting  Second  Lieut.  (Cadet  M,  A.) 
Ernest  A,  Haskell,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Operations  in  Porto  Rico. 

[July  25  to  August  13.] 
Maj.  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Milbs,  commanding. 

July  S5,  Guanica  Boad. — One  officer  and  3  enlisted  men  wounded. 

August  5,  Guayamo. — Four  enlisted  men  wounded. 

August  8,  4  miles  north  of  Guayamo. — Five  enlisted  men  wounded. 

August  9,  near  Coamo. — Six  enlisted  men  wounded. 

August  10,  Horniigueros. — One  enlisted  man  killed;  1  officer  and  15  enlisted  men 
wounded.  Officer  wounded :  First  Lieut.  J.  C.  Byron,  Eighth  Cavalry,  aid-de-camp 
to  General  Schwan. 

August  IS, pass  near  Arionito. — Two  enlisted  men  killed;  2  officers  and  3  enlisted 
men  wounded.  Officers  wounded:  Capt.  F.  T.  Lee,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and 
Lieut.  J.  P.  Plains,  Third  Artillery. 

August  IS,  at  crossing  of  the  Bio  Prieto,  near  Las  Marias. — No  casualties. 

The  total  casualties  in  Porto  Rico  were  3  enlisted  men  killed ;  4  officers  and  36 
enlisted  men  wounded. 
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Operations  in  Manila,  Philippines. 

[July  —  to  August  13.] 
Maj.  Gen.  Weslet  Mereitt,  commanding. 

July  SO-Auguet  5,  in  the  trenches  before  Manila. — Thirteen  enlisted  men  killed;  7 
ofBcers  and  57  enlisted  men  wounded.  Officers  -wounded:  Capts.  C.  V.  Hobbs,  Third 
Artillery,  Eeinhold  Eichter,  First  California  Infantry,  and  J.  A.  Loar,  Tenth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry ;  First  Lieuts.  E.  F.  Davis,  First  California  Infantry,  and  E.  D. 
Laird,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry;  Second  Lieuts.  A.  J.  Buttennore  and  G.  L. 
Gordon,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

August  IS,'  assault  on  Manila. — Four  enlisted  men  killed ;  3  officers  and  32  enlisted 
men  wounded.  Officers  wounded:  Capts.  Oscar  Seabach,  A.  W.  Bjornstad,  and  First 
Lieut.  C.  G.  Bunker,  Thirteenth  Minnesota  Infantry. 

The  total  casualties  in  Manila  were  17  enlisted  men  killed;  9  officers  and  96 
enlisted  men  wounded. 

Grand  total  of  casualties  in  Mlled  and  wounded  during  the  war  with  Spain. 


KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Locality. 

Ofloers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

OfScers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Cuba 

23 

237 
3 
17 

99 
4 
10 

1,332 
36 

96 

Total     

,23 

2S7 

113 

1,464 

The  number  of  deaths,  from  all  causes,  between  May  1  and  Septem- 
ber 30,  inclusive,  as  reported  to  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  up  to 
October  3,  were — 


Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Killed 

23 
4 
80 

61 

2,485 

Total 

107 

2.803 

being  an  aggregate  of  2,910  out  of  a  total  force  of  274,717  officers  and 
men,  or  a  percentage  of  1.059. 

Prindjpal  camps  of  United  States  troops,  dates  of  establishment,  and  number  of  deaths 
by  diseases,  accidents,  etc.,  at  each  to  September  30,  as  reported  to  the  Adjutant-General's 
Office. 


Camps. 


Date  of 
establish- 
ment. 


Deaths. 


Camp  Thomas,  Ghickamauga  Fark,  Ga 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Jacksonville,  Fla 

Tampa,  Fla 

Cuba  (not  including  killed  or  died  of  wounds)  . 

At  sea,  en  route  from  Cuba  to  Montauk 

Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  S.Y , 

Kanila,  Philippine  Islands 

Porto  Rico 

Camp  Alger,  near  Falls  Church  and  vicinity — 

Camps  in  San  Francisco 

Camp  Poland,  Knoxville,  Tenn 

Camp  Shipp,  Anniston,  Ala 

Camp  Meade,  near  Middletown,  Pa 

Camp  Hamilton,  Lexington,  Ky 

Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  A  la 

At  posts,  minor  camps,  etc 


Apr.  14  ... 
May  26  ... 

May  2 

June  22... 
Aug.-Sep. 
Aug.7.... 
June  30... 
July  25  . . . 
May  18.... 

May7 

Aug.  21... 
Sept.3.... 
Aug.  24... 
Aug.  23  . . . 
Aug.  17  . . . 


425 

246 

56 

427 

87 

257 

63 

137 

107 

139 

23 

12 

64 

29 

35 

378 
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THE   BBCEUITING   SERVICE. 

Regular  Army. — During  the  past  year  the  system  of  sending  recruits 
enlisted  at  the  various  stations  to  regiments  and  posts  with  the  least 
practicable  delay  has  been  adhered  to  as  far  as  permitted  by  the  changed 
conditions  resulting  from  a  state  of  war,  and  the  departure  of  many 
regiments  from  the  United  States  as  integral  parts  of  the  expeditionary 
forces  organized  for  service  at  different  and  distant  points. 

Prior  to  the  existence  of  hostilities  with  Spain,  assignments  were 
regularly  made  every  ten  days  from  the  several  recruiting  stations  and 
rendezvous,  and  a  very  large  portion  of  the  men  enlisted  at  city  ren- 
dezvous were  sent  direct  from  the  places  of  enlistment  to  the  posts 
where  they  were  to  serve. 

When  it  became  necessary  to  collect,  at  some  convenient  points,  the 
recruits  for  regiments  on  foreign  service,  Fort  McPherson,  Ga.,  was 
selected  as  the  rendezvous  for  the  recruits  destined  for  regiments  serv- 
ing in  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico,  and  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco  for  those 
assigned  to  troops  that  had  been  sent  to  the  Philippines.  The  exigen- 
cies of  the  service,  however,  having  required  that  Fort  McPherson  be 
surrendered  to  the  Medical  Department  for  exclusive  use  as  a  general 
hospital,  the  recruits  at  the  posts  were  withdrawn  to  camps  established 
in  neighboring  sections  of  Georgia,  where  those  who  could  not  conven- 
iently be  forwarded  to  their  commands  in  the  iield  accumulated  under 
the  care  of  such  officers  as  were  available  for  the  purpose.  Most  of  the 
recruits  for  regiments  in  Porto  Eico  and  the  Philippines  have  now  been 
forwarded  to  those  places,  while  the  recruits  destined  for  the  regiments 
withdrawn  from  Cuba  have  joined  their  respective  commands. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  garrison  force  of  most  of  the  military  posts 
in  the  several  geographical  departments  has  consequently  largely 
reduced  the  number  of  enlistments  heretofore  made  at  those  staticms, 
but  in  all  cases  where  a  commissioned  officer  was  left  with  a  detach- 
ment such  post  continued  to  be  a  general  recruiting  station. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  8, 1898,  provided  for  the  organ- 
ization of  two  additional  regiments  of  artillery,  thereby  increasing  the 
authorized  enlisted  strength  of  the  Army  by  1,610  men.  Instructions 
were  issued  March  11, 18'J8,  for  manning  these  additional  regiments 
and  their  recruitment  to  the  full  number  .authorized  by  the  above  law 
of  April  26, 1898,  "for  the  better  organization  of  the  line  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States"  authorized  the  expansion  of  these  and  of  all 
other  regiments  of  the  Eegular  Army  to  war  strength. 

As  Congress  had  already  declared  that  war  existed  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  orders  were  at  once  issued  requiring  that 
every  proper  efibrt  be  made  by  the  several  regimental  commanders  to 
recruit  their  respective  commands  to  their  legal  strength  on  a  war  basis, 
and  they  were  authorized  to  send  out  regimental  recruiting  parties  for 
this  purpose.  At  the  same  time  instructions  were  given  to  general 
service  recruiting  officers  at  posts  and  city  stations  with  a  view  to  sup- 
plementing regimental  enlistments,  by  assignments  of  general  service 
recruits,  each  general  service  recruiting  officer  being  authorized  to  for- 
ward recruits  to  his  own  regiment  to  fill  vacancies  therein,  when 
requested  to  do  so  by  his  regimental  commander. 

While  the  two  new  artillery  regiments  were  being  recruited,  the  num- 
ber of  enlistments  increased  from  725  in  February  to  1,439  in  March, 
and  2,085  in  April.  Under  the  stimulus  of  war,  25,500  enlistments  were 
made  for  the  Kegular  Army  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  during  all  this  time  the  organization  and 
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recruitment  of  volunteers  were  actively  progressing  under  the  Presi- 
dent's calls  for  200,000  volunteers  and  the  act  of  Congress,  dated  May 
11, 1898,  authorizing  the  organization  of  a  volunteer  brigade  of  engi- 
neers, and  an  additional  infantry  force  (immunes)  of  10,000  men.  By 
the  end  of  August,  the  Eegular  Army,  exclusive  of  the  Hospital  Corps, 
had  been  recruited  to  an  enlisted  strength  of  about  61,000  men. 

Most  of  the  regular  infantry  and  cavalry  regiments  were  included  in 
the  expeditionary  forces  sent  out  of  the  United  States.  This  fact  and 
the  scarcity  of  line  offtcers  (many  of  whom  were  necessarily  eagaged  in 
mustering  volunteers,  or  had  received  staff  appointments  in  the  Eegu- 
lar Army,  or  had  been  commissioned  in  the  Volunteer  force)  made  it  not 
always  practicable  for  regimental  commanders  to  comply  fully  with  the 
instructions  given themforrecruitingtheirrespective  regiments.  Those, 
however,  who  were  able  to  detail  a  number  of  recruiting  officers  soon  had 
their  commands  filled  to  the  maximum  strength.  The  need  of  artillery 
officers  with  their  regiments  was  so  great  that  the  recruitment  of  these 
regiments  was  seriously  interfered  with. 

In  April,  1898,  there  was  but  1  special  regimental  recruiting  station 
in  operation;  in  May  there  were  126  stations  in  operation  during  the 
whole  or  a  portion  of  that  month;  in  June,  120;  in  July,  85,  and  in 
August  the  number  was  reduced  to  58. 

A  lack  of  officers  for  the  purpose  prevented  also  any  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  city  recruiting  stations  of  the  general  serv- 
ice. The  number  of  such  stations  in  October,  1897,  was  15;  in  April, 
1898,  it  was  increased  to  22,  and  this  number  has  been  about  the  aver- 
age since  that  date.  Eecruiting  officers  at  some  of  these  stations  have 
conducted  branch  stations  or  have  been  ordered  from  time  to  time  to 
other  points  for  the  purpose  of  making  enlistments.  Instructious  have 
been  given  for  opening  six  additional  recruiting  stations,  to  be  in  charge 
of  artillery  officers. 

The  total  number  of  enlistments  and  reenlistments  in  the  Eegular 
Army  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  exclusive  of  the  hos- 
pital corps,  was  29,521,  classified  as  follows: 

For  the  general  service 19,  988 

For  the  special  recruiting  service 9, 219 

29,  207 

For  staff  departments 314 

Total 29,521 

Of  the  29,521  accepted  applicants  24,490  were  native  born  and  5,031 
of  foreign  birth;  27,140  were  white,  2,345  colored,  and  36  Indians 
(scouts).  The  enlistments  numbered  24,248  and  the  reenlistments 
5,273,  Excluding  reenlistments  the  percentage  of  native-born  appli- 
cants for  original  enlistment  was  87,  the  balance  being  naturalized  citi- 
zens. The  reports  show  that  the  recruiting  officer  making  the  29,207 
enlistments  embraced  in  the  first  two  items  of  the  foregoing  list 
rejected  98,277  applicants,  a  little  over  77  per  cent  of  the  number  seeking 
enlistment,  as  lacking  in  legal,  mental,  moral,  or  physical  qualifications; 
5,209  of  these  were  rejected  as  aliens  and  4,788  for  illiteracy. 

Volunteer  Army. — Under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  President's  procla- 
mation of  May  25, 1898,  calling  forth  volunteers  to  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  75,000,  and  of  section  7,  of  the  act  of  April  22, 1898,  providing 
that  no  new  organizations  shall  be  accepted  into  the  service  from  any 
State  unless  the  organizations  already  in  service  from  such  State  are  as 
near  to  their  maximum  strength  as  the  President  may  deem  necessary, 
general  rules  were  formulated  for  accomplishing  the  objects  of  said 
proclamation,  and  were  published  in  General  Orders  dated  June  1, 1898. 
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These  instructions  provided  for  recruiting  to  maximum  strength  the 
volunteer  organizations  already  accepted  and  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  excepting  the  organizations  from  certain  States 
and  Territories  that  had  already  received,  under  the  President's  first 
call,  an  apportionment  to  the  exteht  of  their  combined  quotas  under 
the  first  and  second  calls. 

Eecruiting  parties  from  the  various  volunteer  organizations  were 
sent  to  the  localities  where  the  troops  had  been  raised,  enlistments 
being  also  made  at  State  camps  ajj^  in  the  field,  and  recruiting  pro- 
gressed rapidly,  with  the  result  that  the  greater  number  of  these 
organizations  were  rapidly  filled  prior  to  the  signing  of  the  protocol  as 
a  basis  for  negotiations  looking  to  the  reestablishment  of  peace  between 
the  two  countries. 

Following  this  action  instructions  were  given  to  suspend  volunteer 
recruiting,  except  the  enlistment  of  cooks,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  July  7, 1898,  for  organizations  to  remain  in  the  United  States 
service. 

The  total  number  of  individual  volunteer  enlistments  made  were 
sUghtly  over  40,000. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.   0.    OOEBIN, 

Adjutant-  General. 
The  Major-Geneeal 

Commanding  the  Army. 


APPENDIX. 

War  Department,  April  $2,  1898. 
The  following  instructions  to  mustering  officers  are  approved  and  will  be  strictly 
observed. 

R.  A.  Algbr,  Secretary  of  War. 

DETAIL  OF   MUSTERING  OFFICERS,   ETC. 

1.  Only  officers  of  the  Regular  Army  (except  in  case  of  necessity)  will  he  detailed 
to  muster  troops  into  and  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  no  officer  will 
make  such  musters  unless  detailed  for  that  duty  by  the  War  Department. 

2.  For  all  musters  of  troops  in  the  field,  a  mustering  officer  will  be  detailed  by  the 
department  or  corps  commander  for  their  respective  commands,  and  also  one  for  each 
division  or  district.  All  rolls  and  communications  sent  to  and  ftom  officers  on  this 
duty  at  division  or  district  headquarters  will  be  through  the  office  of  the  mustering 
officer  of  the  department  or  corps,  who  will  exercise  a  supervision  over  the  whole 
subject  of  the  musters  of  the  command. 

As  soon  as  the  mustering  officers  are  detailed  as  herein  directed  their  names  will 
be  reported  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

Mustering  officers  are  empowered  to  administer  oaths  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
enlistment  and  mustering  of  volunteers. 

3.  Each  mustering  offiper  of  a  district  or  division  will  report  without  delay  to  the 
mustering  officer  at  the  next  superior  headquarters  all  musters  made  by  him,  forward- 
ing two  copies  of  the  muster-in  and  four  copies  of  the  muster-out  rolls,  and  deliver- 
ing the  third  and  fifth  copies,  respectively,  to  the  individual  officers  or  company 
commanders  concerned.  These  rolls  and  reports  will  be  forwarded  by  the  mustering 
officer  of  a  department  or  corps,  who  will  add  his  own  report  of  such  musters  as  he 
may  have  made  and  forward  them,  with  one  copy  of  the  muster-in  and  muster-out 
rolls,  in  each  case,  direct  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  disposing  of  the  other 
copies  of  the  rolls  as  prescribed  in  the  directions  printed  on  the  blanks  for  muster  in 
and  out  rolls. 

4.  Mustering  officers  will  not  be  relieved  from  this  duty  or  transferred  to  another 
command  without  authority  from  the  War  Department. 

MUSTERING  IN  A   REGIMENT  OR  OTHER  FORCE. 

5.  An  officer  who  is  appointed  to  make  a  muster  of  any  force  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  on  arriving  at  the  place  designated  in  his  instructions,  will,  if 
the  name  of  the  commander  and  captains  be  not  given  in  his  order,  obcain  the  infor- 
mation from  the  proper  authority,  generally  from  the  executive  of  the  State.  And 
he  must  be  satisfied  that  the  whole  number  of  companies  for  the  designated  command 
are  present  or  on  their  way  there,  with  organization  complete,  unless  otherwise 
directed,  before  he  commences  the  muster. 

6.  The  organization  of  regiments,  battalions,  and  companies  of  volunteers  or 
militia  will  be  as  authorized  bylaw,  or  by  regulations  made  by  the  War  Department, 
of  which  the  mustering  officer  and  all  concerned  will  be  duly  advised  by  the  Adj  utant- 
General  of  the  Army. 

7.  Field  and  staff  officers  of  regiments  may  be  mustered  into  service  upon  comple- 
tion of  the  organization  of  regiments  or  companies,  as  follows : 

Cavalry. — Colonel  and  chaplain — when  an  entire  regiment  is  organized.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel— when  six  troops  are  organized.     Majors — one  for  every  four  troops. 

Artillery. — Colonel  and  chaplain — when  an  entire  regiment  is  organized.  Lien- 
tenant-colonel — when  six  batteries  are  organized.  Majors — one  for  every  four 
batteries. 

Infantry. — Colonel  and  chaplain — when  an  entire  regiment  is  organized.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel— when  six  companies  are  organized.  Major — when  four  companies 
are  organized. 

Engineers. — Colonel  and  chaplain — when  an  entire  regiment  is  organized.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel— when  six  companies  are  organized.  Majors — one  for  every  four 
companies. 
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During  the  organization  of  a  volunteer  regiment,  the  adjutant,  quartermaster, 
and,  when  absolutely  necessary,  the  medical  ofiBcers  thereof  may  be  mustered  into 
service,  to  aid  in  recruiting  the  regiment,  and  for  the  prompt  transaction  of  all 
other  public  business.  The  noncommissioned  staff  will  in  no  case  be  mustered  in  till 
the  regiment  is  complete. 

8.  After  a  regiment  has  been  mustered  into  service  no  commissioned  officer  will  be 
mustered  in  before  producing  a  commission  from  the  governor  of  his  State.  After 
the  commission  has  been  exhibited  the  mustering  officer  will  satisfy  himself  that  a 
vacancy  exists,  in  which  case  only  can  he  make  the  muster.  The  muster-in  roll 
must  show,  over  the  certificate  of  the  mustering  officer,  that  the  vacancy  existed, 
and  how  it  occurred.    For  example,  if  the  vacancy  resulted  from  death,  the  remark  will 

be,  "vice  Captain ,  deceased;"  if  from  resignation,  "vice  Lieutenant , 

resigned." 

9.  When  volunteers  are  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  they 
will  be  minutely  examined  by  a  medical  officer  of  the  Army  detailed  for  that  purpose, 
when  practicable,  to  ascertain  whether  they  have  the  physical  qualifications  neces- 
sary for  the  military  service.  Medical  officers  before  being  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  will  be  required  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  as  to  char- 
acter and  professional  ability  before  a  board  of  Army  or  civilian  surgeons,  or  both, 
designated  by  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army.  If  there  be  no  medical  officers, 
duly  appointed,  present,  the  mustering  officer,  on  consultation  with  the  regimental 
commander,  will  select  and  engage  the  services  of  one  or  more  physicians,  having, 
diplomas  and  of  well-established  capacities  and  character,  to  assist  him  in  inspect- 
ing the  officers  and  men  to  be  mustered,  and  to  attend  upon  and  accompany  the 
troops  on  their  march  till  relieved  by  others  regularly  appointed.  They  will  be 
borne  on  the  muster  roll  of  field  and  staff  as  acting  surgeon  and  acting  assistant 
surgeon  (not  embraced  in  recapitulation),  with  dates  and  place  of  commencement 
of  service,  and  in  the  column  of  remarks,  say,  "Engaged  at  Baltimore,  July  25,  by 
mustering  officer,  with  approval  of  the  regimental  commander,  to  serve  as  acting 
surgeon  (or  acting  assistant  surgeon)  in  the  regiment  temporarily,  and  provisionally 
mustered  at  the  rate  of  pay  and  allowances  of  that  grade  while  serving,  and  for 
mileage  from  place  of  discharge  to  his  home,  or  the  place  of  general  rendezvous." 

10.  Volunteers  and  militia  are  not  to  be  less  than  18  nor  more  than  45  years  of  age. 
Some  exceptions  may  be  admissible  for  overage  in  commissioned  officers  who  are 
otherwise  well  qualified,  but  in  this  the  mustering  officer  must  exercise  a  sound  and 
rigid  judgment. 

11.  The  men  having  been  accepted  by  the  surgeon  the  company  will  be  formed  and 
faced  to  the  right.  The  mustering  officer,  accompanied  by  the  surgeon,  after  inspect- 
ing and  accepting  the  captain  and  lieutenants,  will  place  himself  about  a  dozen 
paces  from,  and  nearly  in  front  of,  the  first  sergeant,  with  the  captain  near  him,  on 
his  right,  to  call  the  names.  The  second  lieutenant  will  place  himself  by  the  left  of 
the  first  sergeant,  with  directions  to  keep  the  right — now  front — file  of  the  company 
(not  called)  closed  up  to  his  front,  and  to  see  that  each  man,  when  his  name  is 
called,  personally  answers  "Sere"  in  a  tone  to  be  heard  distinctly  by  the  mustering 
officer.  At  the  instant  of  answering  the  man  will  step  off  briskly  to  and  in  front  of 
the  mustering  officer,  and  pass  on  to  join  the  first  lieutenant,  who  will  form  the 
company  in  the  same  order  as  before,  see  that  the  rear-rank  men  cover  those  in  front, 
and  intervals  preserved  between  the  grades,  so  ttiat  the  number  in  each  may  be 
easily  distinguished  and  counted. 

12.  The  mustering  officer  will  be  careful  that  men  from  one  company  or  detachment 
are  not  borrowed  for  the  occasion,  to  swell  the  ranks  of  others  about  to  be  mustered 
in.  To  this  end,  he  will,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  muster-in  of  each  battalion  or 
regiment  (whether  mustered  in  by  companies  or  not),  cause  the  entire  force  to  be 
paraded  for  inspection ;  and  in  case  any  deception  or  fraud  is  discovered  to  have  been 
practiced,  he  will  immediately  report  the  fact  to  the  Adjutant- General,  that  the 
guilty  parties  may  be  dismissed  the  service.  No  volunteer  will  be  mustered  into 
the  service  who  is  unable  to  speak  the  English  language. 

13.  If  the  company  be  a  mounted  organization  the  men  will  be  on  horseback,  in 
one  rank,  and  the  mustering  officer  will  require  them  to  move  out  of  the  rank  for 
inspection.  The  horses  will  also  be  examined  for  soundness  and  adaptability  for 
servrice.  No  horse  under  5  nor  over  9  years  old  should  be  received.  In  addition  to 
the  usual  examination  of  officers  and  men  a  test  of  horsemanship  must  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  mustering  officer;  and  no  person  shall  be  mustered  into 
the  mounted  service  who  does  not  exhibit  good  horsemanship  aud  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  ordinary  care  and  treatment  of  horses. 

14.  Much  will  depend  on  the  efficiency  of  the  animals,  and  if  the  mustering  officer 
is  not  a  good  judge  of  horses  in  the  qualities  mentioned  he  must  obtain  the  services 
of  some  reliable  disintprested  person  who  is. 

15.  The  horse  equipments  will  consist  of  a  saddle,  saddle  blanket,  bridle  with  curb 
bit,  and  tie  rope  or  halter,  all  strong,  well  fitting,  and  in  excellent  condition;  but 
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no  equipment  will  be  accepted  unless  of  pattern  adopted  for  use  in  the  United  States 
Army  for  lilse  purposes.  Valuation  of  equipments  shall  not  exceed  the  United  States 
ordnance  price  for  same,  and  the  valuation  of  horses  shall  not  exceed  the  Govern- 
ment contract  price  for  animals  for  like  use  and  purposes. 

16.  The  mustering  ofiBoer  and  captains  of  companies  will  select  three  impartial 
men  of  good  standing  who  are  judges  of  the  value  of  horses,  and  not  members  of 
any  company,  nor  owning  or  having  interest  in  any  horse  therein,  to  appraise  the 
horses  and  horse  equipments.  The  valuation  will  be  the  fair  cash  price  at  the  place 
and  time — what  the  judges  would  be  willing  to  give  were  they  purchasing  for  them- 
selves. And  the  assessed  value  for  horses  and  horse  equipments,  subject  to  the  limi- 
tation stated  in  paragraph  15  of  these  instructions — the  two  separate — will  be  put 
on  the  muster-in  roll  opposite  the  owners'  names,  and  the  appraisers,  being  swoin 
by  the  mustering  ofSeers,  will  sign  the  certificate  for  that  purpose  on  the  muster-in 
roll.    And  the  valuation  will  be  continued  on  the  subsequent  rolls. 

17.  Every  officer  and  man  should  be  the  owner  of  the  horse  in  his  use ;  no  officer 
or  other  person  belonging  to  the  command  (company  or  regiment)  can  be  the  owner 
of,  or  in  any  manner  have  interest  in,  the  horse  in  use  by  another. 

18.  When  all  the  men  have  been  called  and  accepted,  the  mustering  officer,  accom- 
panied by  the  captain,  will  count  the  number  in  each  grade,  and  see  that  they 
correspond  with  the  number  of  names  on  the  muster-in  roll,  and  agree  with  the 
prescribed  organization. 

19.  The  mustering  officer  will  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  prescribed  in 
the  second  Article  of  War  to  insure  subordination  and  faithful  service  on  the  part 
of  officers  and  men  who  have  by  enrollment  and  muster  enlisted  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  The  company  will  be  directed  to  uncover  heads  and  hold  up 
right  hands,  and  then  in  a  loud,  distinct,  and  impressive  manner  the  following  oath 
will  be  administered : 

"All  and  each  of  you  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  will  bear  true  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America,  that  you  will  serve  them  honestly 
and  faithfully  against  all  their  enemies  whomsoever,  and  that  you  will  obey  the 
orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  orders  of  the  officers  appointed 
over  you,  according  to  the  Eules  and  Articles  of  War." 

The  oath  having  been  administered  the  mustering  officer  will  cause  the  officers 
and  enlisted  men  to  subscribe  to  the  same  by  signing  their  names  in  the  appropriate 
column  on  the  muster-in  roll. 

20.  Three  copies  of  the  muster-in  roll  will  be  made  and  as  soon  as  possible  after 
muster  in  the  mustering  officer  will  forward  one  copy  to  the  Adjutant-General  of 
the  Army,  one  copy  to  the  adjutant-eeneral  of  the  State,  and  the  third  copy  will  be 
returned  to  the  regimental,  company,  or  detachment  commander. 

MUSTERING   OUT  A  KEGIMENT  OR  OTHER  FORCE. 

21.  The  rolls  for  this  purpose  will  bs  compared  with  the  muster-in  rolls.  All  per- 
sons on  the  muster-in  rolls,  and  absent  at  the  final  muster,  must  be  accounted  for, 
whether  dead,  captured,  discharged,  or  otherwise  absent;  and  if  the  mustering 
officer,  in  any  particular  case,  shall  have  cause  to  doubt  the  report  entered  on  the 
rolls,  he  shall  demand  the  oath  of  one  or  more  persons  to  prove  the  fact  to  his  satis- 
faction. The  rolls  will  also  contain  the  names  of  all  persons  who  have  been  borne 
on  all  muster  rolls  subsequent  to  the  muster-in  rolls,  and  the  mustering  officer  will 
see  that  no  more  persons  of  the  several  ranks  or  grades  are  mustered  out  of  service 
than  were  mustered  in,  unless  fully  satisfied  that  any  excess  was  regularly  author- 
ized and  at  the  time  entered  on  the  rolls. 

22.  Five  copies  of  the  muster-out  roll  will  be  made  and  disposed  of  by  the  muster- 
ing officer  as  follows :  One  to  be  sent  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  two  to 
the  paymaster  by  whom  the  troops  are  to  be  paid,  one  to  the  adjutant- general  of  the 
State,  and  the  fifth  to  the  company  commander,  who  will  retain  the  same. 

23.  Whenever  volunteers,  or  militia,  are  mustered  for  final  discharge,  on  the  expi- 
ration of  their  term  of  service,  a  discharge  will  be  furnished  for  each  officer  and 
enlisted  man,  whether  present  or  absent,  except  deserters.  The  blank  discharges 
will  be  carefully  flUed  in,  signed  by  the  commanding  officer  for  the  field,  staff,  and 
band,  by  the  captains  for  their  respective  companies,  and  all  countersigned  by 
the  mustering  officer  and  by  him  returned  to  those  officers  for  delivery  to  the 
individuals. 

GENERAL  DIRECTIONS. 

24.  No  officer  of  the  general  staft'  of  the  militia  force  will  be  mustered  into  the 
service  without  special  authority  from  the  War  Department. 

25.  No  muster-in  shall  be  dated  back  without  authority  from  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, except  upon  proof  that  it  could  not  have  been  made  at  an  earlier  date,  which 
proof  shall  consist  of  the  affidavit  of  the  officer,  accompanied  by  that  of  his  regi- 
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meBtal  or  detachment  commander,  setting  forth  that  he  has  made  all  proper  eliorts 
to  have  himself  mustered  in,  but  without  success,  before  the  time  at  which  he  now 
presents  himself.  These  affidavits  must  he  attached  to  the  copy  of  the  muster-in 
roll  intended  for  the  Adjutant-General. 

26.  No  officer  shall  be  mustered  in  to  date  prior  to  the  time  that  he  has  actually 
been  performing  the  duties  of  the  grade  into  which  he  desires  to  be  mustered,  nor 
prior  to  the  time  at  which  a  vacancy  is  proved  to  have  existed  by  the  regimental  or 
company  records.  If  on  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  the  applicant  appears  mustered 
for  pay  in  one  grade,  he  can  not  be  mustered  into  the  service,  to  cover  the  same 
period,  as  of  any  other. 

27.  When  an  officer  or  enlisted  man  receives  a  commission  or  appointment  advanc- 
ing him  to  a  higher  grade,  and  has  not  an  opportunity  of  being  mustered  in,  so  as 
to  appear  on  the  next  muster  rolls  as  of  the  grade  to  which  he  is  commissioned  or 
appointed,  he  shall  be  mustered  on  the  next  master  roll  in  his  proper  grade,  accord- 
ing to  previous  muster  in,  and  a  remark  to  the  following  effect  made  on  the  muster 
rolls  opposite  his  name :  "Received  commission  (or  appointment)  from  the  governor 

of  the  State  of ,  as ,  in  the regimen*  of volunteers,  on 

day  of ;  waiting  muster-in  since  that  date." 

28.  Musters  into  the  new  and  out  of  the  old  grade  must  be  made  for  each  appoint- 
ment of  a  commissioned  officer,  as  well  as  when  enlisted  men  are  appointed  commis- 
sioned officers.  A  discharge  in  orders,  or  by  order  of  the  proper  authority,  is  in  all 
eases  a  muster  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  no  muster-out  rolls  wiU 
be  furnished  in  such  cases. 

29.  Individual  musters  in  and  musters  out  must  be  made  on  separate  rolls,  and  a 
separate  roll  must  be  made  for  each  individual.  Officers  or  enlisted  men  of  different 
organizations  must  not  be  mustered  in  or  out  on  the  same  rolls. 

30.  A  muster  once  made  will  in  no  case  be  altered,  except  by  authority  from  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  and  all  applications  for  alterations  must  pass  through 
the  mustering  officer,  if  possible. 

31.  Enlisted  men  having  received  commissions  or  appointments  will  not  be  mus- 
tered in  as  commissioned  officers  until  they  shall  have  been  discharged  as  soldiers 
by  the  department  or  corps  commander. 


General  Okdbes,  )  Hbabquaeters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-Genbral's  Office, 

No.  26.  )  Washington,  April  27,  189S. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  is  published  to  the  Army  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned : 

All  absolutely  necessary  expenses  for  the  subsistence,  transportation,  sheltering, 
and  generally  the  maintenance  of  volunteers  during  the  interval  between  their  enrofl- 
ment  (enlistment)  and  their  muster  (or  being  sworn)  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  also  all  incidental  expenses  connected  therewith,  such  as  the  hire  of  offices, 
clerks,  messengers,  etc.,  for  mustering  officers,  will  be  met  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  from  the  proper  appropriation  at  the  disposal  of  the  several  staff 
departments  of  the  Army.  Certified  vouchers  for  all  expenditures  herein  authorized 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  War  Department  for  audit  and  payment.  The  vouchers 
should  be  certified  by  officers  of  the  proper  staff  departments  and  approved  by  the 
mustering  officers. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  .  Adjdtant-Genbral's  Office, 

No.  31.  )  Washington,  April  30,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  instructions  governing  the 
arming  and  equipping  of  volunteer  troops  called  into  service  under  the  President's 
proclamation  of  April  23,  1898,  and  providing  for  the  proper  accountability  for  the 
arms  and  equipments,  are  published  for  the  information  and  government  of  all 
concerned : 

1.  As  soon  as  a  regiment  has  been  mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  detail  a  lieutenant  to  perform  the  duties 
of  acting  ordnance  officer  for  the  regiment. 

2.  As  soon  as  a  regiment  or  other  organization  has  been  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service,  the  governor  of  the  State  is  to  invoice  to  the  ordnance  officer  of  a 
regiment,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  an  oreanization,  all  the  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  which  are  furnished  to  the  regiment  or  organization  by  the  State. 
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3.  The  acting  ordnance  officer  of  a  regiment,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  other 
organizations,  will,  immediately  on  receipt  of  this  invoice,  forward  to  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance  a  requisition,  on  blank  form  22  to  be  furnished  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance, 
United  States  Army,  for  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  required  to  complete  the 
armament  and  equipment  of  the  regiment  or  organization.  This  requisition  shall 
state : 

(a)  The  number  of  men  mustered  into  the  regiment  or  organization. 
(6)  The  total  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  required  for  the  full  armament  and 
equipment  of  the  regiment  or  organization. 

(c)  The  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  received  from  the  governor  of  the  State. 

(d)  The  difference,  or  the  stores  to  be  furnished  to  the  regiment  or  organization  by 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

(e)  On  receipt  of  stores  from  the  Ordnance  Department,  the  ordnance  officer  of  a 
regiment  or  the  commanding  officer  of  an  organization  will  send  receipts  therefor  to 
the  issuing  officer. 

4.  On  receipt  of  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  both  from  the  State  and  from 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  the  acting  ordnance  officer  will,  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  turn  over  to  each  company 
or  troop  commander  the  stores  required  by  each  company  or  troop,  taking  receipts 
therefor,  which  receipts  will  be  filed  as  vouchers  with  the  next  return  to  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance.  Company  or  troop  commanders  are  then  held  accountable  for  prop- 
erty turned  over  to  them,  and  must  make  returns  for  such  property  to  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  in  accordance  with  existing  law  and  Army  Regula- 
tions. The  acting  ordnance  officer  will  account  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  for  the 
surplus  stores  left  in  his  hands  and  for  the  armament  and  equipment  of  the  non- 
commissioned staff  and  band. 

5.  On  receipt  of  the  stores  invoiced  to  the  ordnance  officer  of  a  regiment  or  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  an  organization  from  the  governor  of  the  State,  said  officer 
will  furnish  the  usual  receipts  to  the  governor  of  the  State  for  property  received, 
which  receipts  will  be  used  as  vouchers  with  the  State's  next  property  return  to  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance. 

6.  The  Chief  of  Ordnance  will  keep  an  exact  account  of  all  the  stores  turned  over 
to  each  regiment  or  organization  by  each  State,  as  provided  for  herein,  with  a  view 
to  making  provisions  for  future  settlement  with  the  State  therefor. 

7.  All  necessary  blanks  will  be  furnished  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  upon  applica- 
tion, and  such  application  should  be  made  at  once.  The  forms  at  first  needed  will 
be  sent  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  to  the  different  regiments  and  organizations  as 
soon  as  it  is  ascertained  where  they  are  located. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


Generai  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

No.  33.  )  Washington,  May  5,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  instructions  governing  the 
arming  and  equipping  of  volunteer  troops  called  into  service  under  the  President's 
proclamation  of  April  23,  1898,  and  providing  for  the  proper  accountability  for  the 
arms  and  equipments,  are  published  in  addition  to  those  contained  in  General  Orders, 
No.  31,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  Office,  April  30,  1898,  for  the 
information  and  government  of  all  concerned: 

1.  As  soon  as  a  regiment  has  been  mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  shall  appoint  a  regimental  quartermaster  for 
the  regiment. 

2.  As  soon  as  a  regiment  or  other  organization  has  been  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  the  governor  of  the  State  is  requested  to  invoice  to  the  quarter- 
master of  the  regiment,  or  of  the  organization,  all  clothing,  equipage,  and  quarter- 
master's supplies  which  were  supplied  and  furnished  the  State  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  Should  the  clothing,  equipage,  and  quartermaster's  supplies 
furnished  to  the  States  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  insufficient  for 
the  complete  equipment  of  the  regiments  or  organizations,  then  the  clothing,  equip- 
age, and  quartermaster's  supplies  which  have  been  supplied  and  furnished  by  the 
State  should  be  utilized,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  equipment  of  the  several  regi- 
ments or  organizations,  and  a  separate  invoice  of  such  clothing,  equipage,  and 
qua.rtermaster'e  supplies  should  be  made  by  the  governor  to  the  quartermaster  of  the 
regiment  or  organization  stating  its  condition. 

3.  The  quartermaster  of  a  regiment,  or  of  other  organizations,  will,  immediately 
on  receipt  of  this  invoice,  forward  to  the  Quartermaster-General  requisitions,  on 
blank  forms  53  and  60  to  be  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster-General,  United  States 
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Aimy,  for  the  clothing,  equipage,  and  other  quartermaster's  supplies,  required  to 
complete  the  equipment  of  the  regiment  or  organization.  This  requisition  shall 
state : 

(a)  The  number  of  men  mustered  into  the  regiment  or  organization. 

(6)  The  total  of  clothing,  equipage,  and  other  quartermaster's  supplies  required  for 
the  full  equipment  of  the  regiment  or  organization. 

(c)  The  clothing,  equipage,  and  other  quartermaster's  supplies  received  from  the 
governor  of  the  State. 

(d)  The  difference  to  be  furnished  to  the  regiment  or  organization  hy  the  Quarter- 
master-General. 

(e)  On  receipt  of  stores  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  the  quartermaster 
of  a  regiment  or  other  organization  will  send  receipts  therefor  to  the  issuing  oflScer. 

4.  On  receipt  of  the  clothing,  equipage,  and  other  quartermaster's  supplies,  both 
from  the  State  and  from  the  Quartermaster-General,  United  States  Army,  the  quar- 
termaster will,  under  the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  turn 
over  to  each  company  or  troop  commander  the  stores  required  by  each  company  or 
troop,  taking  memorandum  receipts  therefor  as  provided  in  Army  Regulation  1053, 
but  the  quartermaster  will  continue  to  carry  said  supplies  on  his  returns  until  they 
have  been  transferred  or  expended  and  duly  accounted  for  as  required  by  Army 
Regulations. 

5.  On  receipt  of  the  stores  invoiced  to  the  quartermaster  of  a  regiment  or  of  an 
organization  from  the  governor  of  the  State,  said  officer  will  furnish  the  usual  receipts 
to  the  governor  of  the  State  for  property  received,  which  receipts  will  be  used  as 
vouchers  with  the  State's  next  annual  property  return  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

6.  The  Quartermaster-General  will  keep  an  account  of  all  the  stores  turned  over 
to  each  regiment  or  organization  by  each  State,  as  provided  for  herein,  with  a  view 
to  making  provision  for  future  settlement  with  the  State  therefor. 

7.  All  necessary  blanks  will  be  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster-General  upon 
application,  and  such  application  should  be  made  at  once.  The  forms  at  first  needed 
will  be  sent  by  the  Quartermaster-General  to  the  different  regiments  and  organiza- 
tions as  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  where  they  are  located. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles. 

H.  C.  COEBIN,  Jdjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Armt, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  47.  )  Washington,  May  17,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following  instructions  from  the  treaty 
articles  of  the  Geneva  Convention,  together  with  regulations  for  their  observance, 
are  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  TREATY  ARTICLES  OF  THE  GENEVA  CONVENTION. 

Article  I.  Ambulances  and  military  hospitals  shall  be  acknowledged  to  be  neuter, 
and,  as  such,  shall  be  protected  and  respected  by  belligerents  so  long  as  any  sick  or 
wounded  may  be  therein. 

Such  neutrality  shall  cease  if  the  ambulances  or  hospitals  should  be  held  by  a  mili- 
tary force. 

Art.  II.  Persons  employed  in  hospitals  and  ambulances,  comprising  the  staff  for 
superintendence,  medical  service,  administration,  transport  of  wounded,  as  well  as 
chaplains,  shall  participate  in  the  benefit  of  neutrality  while  so  employed  and  so  long 
as  there  remain  any  wounded  to  bring  in  or  to  succor. 

Art.  III.  The  persons  designated  in  the  preceding  article  may,  even  after  occupa- 
tion by  the  enemy,  continue  to  fulfill  their  duties  in  the  hospital  or  ambulance  which 
they  serve,  or  may  withdraw  in  order  to  rejoin  the  corps  to  which  they  belong. 

Under  such  circumstances,  when  these  persons  shall  cease  from  their  functions, 
they  shall  be  delivered  by  the  occupying  army  to  the  outposts  of  the  enemy. 

Art.  IV.  As  the  equipment  of  military  hospitals  remains  subject  to  the  laws  of 
war,  persons  attached  to  such  hospitals  can  not,  in  withdrawing,  carry  away  any 
articles  but  such  as  are  their  private  property. 

Under  the  same  circumstances  an  ambulance  shall,  on  the  contrary,  retain  its 
equipment. 

*  *  #  k  *  *  * 

Art.  VI.  Wounded  or  sick  soldiers  shall  be  entertained  and  taken  care  of,  to 
whatever  nation  they  may  belong. 

Commanders  in  chief  shall  have  the  power  to  deliver  immediately  to  the  outposts 
of  the  enemy  soldiers  who  have  been  wounded  in  an  engagement,  when  circum- 
stances permit  this  to  be  done,  and  with  the  consent  of  both  parties. 
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Those  who  are  recognized,  after  their  -wounds  are  healed,  as  incapable  of  serving, 
shall  be  sent  back  to  their  country. 

The  others  may  also  be  sent  back,  on  condition  of  not  again  bearing  arms  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Evacuations,  together  with  the  persons  under  whose  direction  they  take  place, 
shall  be  protected  by  an  absolute  neutrality. 

Art.  VII.  A  distinctive  and  uniform  flag  shall  be  adopted  for  hospitals,  ambu- 
lances, and  evacuations.  It  must,  on  every  occasion,  be  accompanied  by  the  national 
Hag.  An  arm  badge  (brassard)  shall  also  be  allowed  for  individuals  neutralized, 
but  the  delivery  thereof  shall  be  left  to  military  authority. 

The  flag  and  the  arm  badge  shall  bear  a  red  cross  on  a  white  ground. 


ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

Article  I.  The  persons  designated  in  Article  II  of  the  convention  shall,  after  the 
occupation  by  the  enemy,  continue  to  fulfill  their  duties,  according  to  their  wants, 
to  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  ambulance  or  the  hospital  which  they  serve.  When 
they  request  to  withdraw,  the  commander  of  the  occupying  troops  shall  fix  the  time 
of  departure,  which  he  shall  only  be  allowed  to  delay  for  a  short  time  in  case  of 
military  necessity. 

*****  JC  * 

Art.  III.  Under  the  conditions  provided  for  in  Articles  I  and  IV  of  the  convention, 
the  name  "ambulance"  applies  to  field  hospitals  and  other  temporary  establish- 
ments, which  follow  the  troops  on  the  field  of  battle  to  receive  the  sick  and  wounded. 
*  jt  *  *  *  *  » 

Art.  V.  In  addition  to  Article  VI  of  the  convention,  it  is  stipulated  that,  with  the 
reservation  of  officers  whose  detention  might  be  important  to  the  fate  of  arms  and 
within  the  limits  fixed  by  the  second  paragraph  of  that  article,  the  wounded  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  shall  be  sent  back  to  their  country,  after  they  are  cured, 
or  sooner  if  possible,  on  condition,  nevertheless,  of  not  again  bearing  arms  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war. 

regulations. 

1.  All  persons  connected  with  the  medical  department  of  the  Army  in  the  field,  or 
referred  to  in  Article  II  of  the  treaty,  shall  wear  habitually  during  the  war,  on  the 
left  sleeve  of  the  coat,  midway  between  the  shoulder  and  elbow,  a  brassard  or  arm 
badge,  consisting  of  a  red  cross  on  a  white  ground. 

2.  All  hospitals,  ambulances,  and  field  stations  of  the  medical  department  will 
habitually  display  the  Red  Cross  flag  accompanied  by  the  national  flag. 

3.  Permits,  in  duplicate,  for  civilians  to  be  present  with  the  Army,  in  the  service 
of  the  medical  department,  may  be  given  by  authority  of  a  division  commander; 
one  copy  of  the  permit  will  be  retained  by  the  person  neutralized,  and  its  duplicate 
should  be  forwarded  promptly  to  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  Army. 

4.  Persons  neu  tralized  under  this  authority  will  report  themselves  at  once  to  the 
chief  surgeon  of  division  for  instructions. 

5.  The  wearing  of  the  arm  brassard  by  any  person  not  officially  neutralized  is 
prohibited. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  54.  )  Washington,  May  Z5,  1898. 

The  following  standard  of  supplies  and  equipment  for  field  service  is  published  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  troops  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  allowance  is  regarded  as  the  minimum  for  field  service: 

Headquarters  of  an  army  corps. — Three  wagons  for  baggage,  etc.,  or  8  pack  mules ; 
1  two-horse  wagon ;  1  two-horse  spring  wagon ;  10  extra  saddle  horses  for  contingent 
wants;  2  wall  tents  for  commanding  general;  1  wall  tent  for  every  two  officers  of 
his  staff. 

Headquarters  of  a  division. — Two  wagons  for  baggage,  etc.,  or  5  pack  mules ;  1  two- 
horse  spring  wagon ;  1  two-horse  wagon ;  5  extra  saddle  horses  for  contingent  wants ; 
1  wall  tent  for  commanding  general;  1  wall  tent  for  every  two  officers  of  his  staff. 

Headquarters  of  a  brigade. — One  wagon  for  baggage,  or  5  pack  mules ;  1  two-horse 
spring  wagon;  2  extra  saddle  horses  for  contingent  wants;  1  wall  tent  for  the  com- 
manding general;  1  wall  tent  for  every  two  officers  of  his  staff. 

33  MG 
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Allowance  of  transportation  for  regiment  of  cavalry,  49  wagons  or  144  pack 
itnimals. 

Allowance  of  transportation  for  battery  light  artillery,  4  wagons. 

Allowance  of  transportation  for  regiment  of  infantry,  25  wagons. 

Supplies  to  he  carried  in  wagons  per  company:  Ten  days'  field  rations  per  man; 
100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  soldier ;  250  pounds  of  officers'  baggage  and  supplies ; 
tentage ;  grain  for  animals ;  utensils  for  each  company  mess,  not  to  exceed  350  pounds 
for  each  troop,  battery,  or  company;  horseshoes,  nails,  tools,  and  medicines  for 
cavalry  horses,  not  to  exceed  300  pounds;  to  each  soldier  or  civilian  employee  (com- 
pactly rolled  in  one  piece  of  shelter  tent),  1  blanket,  1  poncho,  and  1  extra  suit  of 
ander-garments. 

Whenever  the  amount  of  rations  or  grain  varies  from  the  above,  the  weight  to  be 
carried  per  6-mule  wagon  may  be  increased  or  diminished,  but  should  not  exceed 
4,000  pounds,  and  for  4-mule  wagon  3,000,  and,  if  possible,  should  be  less  per  wagon. 

Whenever  obtainable  on  line  of  march,  full  forage  will  be  allowed  all  animals,  the 
rate  of  purchase  to  be  regulated  by  the  Qnartermaster's  Department. 

To  be  carried  on  the  person  or  horse :  One  overcoat,  1  piece  of  shelter  tent,  50 
rounds  of  rifle  or  carbine,  and  24  rounds  of  revolver  ammunition  per  soldier. 

Supplies  to  be  carried  on  pack  mules  for  one  troop  of  cavalry :  Five  days'  field 
ra^iions  per  man ;  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  soldier. 

rbe  utensils  for  each  troop  of  cavalry  must  not  exceed  350  pounds. 

The  weight  of  load  per  aperejo  must  never  exceed  250  pounds,  and  should,  if 
jiossible,  be  less  than  200  pounds. 

Troop  of  cavalry,  company  of  infantry,  or  light  battery. 


Troop 
of 

cavalry. 


Company 
of 

infantry. 


Light 
battery. 


yield  rations,  10  days:  Cavalry,  100  men ;  infantry,  106 ;  artillery,  125.. 

Ammunition,  100  rounds:  Cavalry,  100  men;  infantry,  106  men 

Officers'  baggage  and  supplies 

Tentage  (7  conical  wall  for  cavalry  and  infantry,  each;  9  for  light 
battery) 

Grain  for  animals,  10  days,  6  lbs. :  Cavalry,  115;  infantry,  12;  artillery, 
126 

Utensils  for  each  company  mess 

Horseshoes,  nails,  tools,  and  medicines  for  cavalry  and  artillery  horses. 

Soldiers'  baggage :  Each  1  blanket,  1  poncho,  1  extra  suit  of  under- 
garments, anal  piece  shelter  tent 

Total 


Pounds. 

3,640 

725 

260 

854 

6,900 
350 
300 


Pounds. 

3,858 

769 

250 

854 

720 
350 


Pounds. 
4,550 


8,562 


7,560 
350 
325 

2,078 
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By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 


H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutani-General, 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

}  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  55.  >  Washington,  May  S!6,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  law  and  the  regulations  estab- 
lished by  the  President  to  carry  the  same  into  effect  are  published  for  the  informa- 
tion and  guidance  of  all  concerned: 

"Be  it  enacted  iy  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled.  That,  in  addition  to  the  volunteer  forces  provided  for 
by  the  act  of  April  twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  entitled  'An 
act  to  provide  for  temporarily  increasing  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States  in  time  of  war,  and  for  other  purposes,'  the  President  may  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  organize,  under  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  aforesaid  act,  a 
volunteer  brigade  of  engineers  from  the  nation  at  large,  to  consist  of  not  more  than 
three  regiments  and  not  more  than  three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  possessing  the 
special  qualifications  necessary  for  engineer  troops,  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions, including  the  appointment  of  the  ofdcers  thereof,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War :  Provided,  That  not  to  exceed  three  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers of  the  Regular  Army  may  hold  volunteer  commissions  in  any  one  regiment  of 
the  volunteer  brigade  of  engineers  at  the  same  time:  Jnd  provided  further,  That  all 
officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  an<l  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 
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"  Sec.  2.  And  the  President  is  furthei  empowered,  during  the  present  -war,  under 
the  act  of  April  twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  organize  an  additional  volunteer  force  of  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  enlisted  men  possessing  immunitj  from  diseases  incident  to  tropical  cli- 
mates; the  officers  thereof  to  he  appointed  by  the  President,  hy  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

"Sbc.  3.  The  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  which  provides  that  volunteers  called  out  hy  proclamation  of  the 
President  shall  he  apportioned  to  the  several  States,  and  the  provisions  of  said  act 
which  provides  that  the  governor  of  the  States  shall  appoint  officers  shall  not 
apply  to  this  act. 

"Approved,  May  11,  1898." 

I.  Volunteer  Engineer  Brigade. 

1.  The  brigade  of  engineers  provided  for  in  the  above-cited  act  of  Congress  will 
comprise  three  regiments,  to  be  designated,  respectively,  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
regiments.  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers. 

Each  regiment  will  consist  of  1  colonel,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  first  lieutenant 
(adjutant),  1  first  lieutenant  (quartermaster),  1  surgeou,  2  assistant  surgeons,  1 
chaplain,  1  sergeant-major,  1  quartermaster-sergeant,  1  chief  musician,  2  principal 
musicians,  and  three  battalions. 

Each  battalion  will  consist  of  1  major,  1  first  lieutenant  (adjutant),  1  first  lieu 
tenant  (quartermaster),  1  sergeant  major,  1  quartermaster-sergeant,  1  hospital 
steward,  and  four  companies. 

Each  company  will  consist  of  1  captain,  1  first  lieutenant,  1  second  lieutenant, 
eight  sergeants,  eight  corporals,  2  musicians,  45  first-class  privates,  and  28  second- 
class  privates. 

For  each  regiment:  Total  commissioned,  53:  total  enlisted,  1,106:  aggregate, 
1,159. 

2.  The  officers  will  be  selected  for  their  skill  as  military,  civil,  electrical,  mechan- 
ical, or  topographical  engineers.  An  eifort  will  be  made  to  recruit  the  enlisted  men 
from  every  branch  of  the  engineering  profession  and  of  mechanical  skill.  Machin- 
ists, steam  engineers,  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  plumbers,  telegraphers,  topographers, 
draftsmen,  photographers,  railroad  men,  riggers,  boatmen,  and  those  skilled  in  the 
use  of  explosives  are  especially  desired. 

3.  Volunteer  engineer  troops  will  be  armed  and  equipped  as  infantry.  Their  uni- 
form will  conform  to  that  prescribed  for  the  use  of  engineer  troops  of  the  Regular 
Army. 

II.  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

1.  The  force  provided  for  in  the  second  section  of  the  afore-quoted  act  of  Congress 
will,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  made  up  of  officers  and  men,  who,  owing  to  their  origin, 
the  places  of  their  residence,  and  other  circumstances  affecting  their  physical  char- 
acteristics, possess  immunity,  or  are  likely  to  be  exempt  from  diseases  incident  to 
tropical  climates. 

It  will  be  organized  into  ten  regiments  of  infantry  by  the  Adjutant'General  of 

the  Army,  who  will  designate  each  regiment  " Regiment  of  United  States 

Volunteer  Infantry."    At  least  five  of  the  regiments  will  be  composed  of  white  per- 
sons and  the  other  regiments  of  persons  of  color. 

2.  Each  regiment  will  consist  of  1  colonel,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  2  majors,  12  cap- 
tains, 14  first  lieutenants  (including  1  adjutant  and  1  quartermaster),  12  second 
lieutenants,  1  surgeon,  2  assistant  surgeons,  1  chaplain,  1  sergeant-major,  1  quarter- 
master-sergeant, 1  chief  musician,  2  principal  musicians,  and  3  hospital  stewards, 
and  of  three  battalions  composed  each  of  four  companies. 

The  enlisted  strength  of  each  company  will  not  exceed  1  first  sergeant,  1  quarter- 
master-sergeant, 4  sergeants,  8  corporals,  2  musicians,  1  artificer,  1  wagoner,  64  pri- 
vaties;  aggregate,  82.     The  minimum  enlisted  strength  i»  fixe'i  at  75. 

For  each  regiment:  Total  commissioned,  46;  total  enlisted,  992;  aggregate,  1,038. 

III.  General  Provisions. 

1.  A  board  will  be  instituted  for  each  regiment  of  engineers  and  regiment  of  vol- 
unteer infantry,  consisting  of  the  colonel  and  one  officer  of  the  Regular  Army  not 
connected  with  the  organization,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  such  applicants  for 
commissions  in  the  regiment  as  have  been  invited  by  the  War  Department  to  present 
themselves  for  examination  and  as  have  been  pronounced  by  a  medical  officer  of  the 
Army  to  be  free  from  bodily  defects  that  would  disqualify  them  for  the  military 
service.    The  board  will  submit  their  reports  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army 
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specifying  the  grade  of  commission  which  each  candidate  found  qualified  is  deemed 
fit  to  hold,  and,  when  necessary,  authority  to  recruit  will  he  given  accordingly. 

In  order  to  expedite  the  organization  and  equipment  of  each  regiment,  the  regi- 
mental quartermaster  and  adjutant  selected  may  be  at  once  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenants, but  the  commissions  of  the  other  oificers  as  prescribed  by  the  law  will  not 
be  issued  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  until  the  established  number  of  men  are 
ready  for  muster  into  service.  Authority  to  recruit  will  not  be  given  to  any  person 
who  has  not  been  passed  upon  by  a  board.  Regulations  for  the  guidance  of  exam- 
ining boards,  and  establishing  the  scope  of  the  examination  for  applicants  for  com- 
missions for  each  of  the  branches  of  the  service  herein  provided  for,  will  be 
announced  hereafter. 

2.  Noncommissioned  officers  will  be  selected  and  appointed  in  accordance  with 
the  Army  Regulations.  Such  of  them  as  show  aptitude  in  the  handling  of  men  and 
can  demonstrate  in  other  regards  their  fitness  for  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  an  exam- 
ining board  will  be  entitled  to  promotion  to  commissioned  rank. 

3.  All  applications  for  commissions  in  regiments  of  either  branch  of  the  force,  or 
for  information  concerning  them,  will  be  addressed  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
Army  and  be  marked  "United  States  Volunteer  Engineers"  or  "United  States  Vol- 
unteer Infantry."  Each  applicant  will  state  his  age,  where  born,  whether  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  his  residence,  and  educational  qualifications.  If  an  applicant 
for  appointment  in  the  engineer  brigade,  his  special  technical  qualifications;  if  for 
appointment  in  a  regiment  of  volunteer  infantry,  his  educational  qualifications 
must  be  staled. 

4.  The  officers  designated  to  organize  regiments  under  these  rules  will  at  the  proper 
time  make  requisitions  on  the  several  staff  departments  for  arms,  equipments,  cloth- 
ing, and  camp  equipage,  indicating  the  point  to  which  supplies  are  to  be  sent;  and 
they  will  keep  the  Adjutant-General  of  th  e  Army  advised  as  to  progress  of  the  recruit- 
ment and  organization  of  their  several  commands. 

5.  The  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  26,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  1898,  for 
meeting  expenses  connected  with  the  raising  of  volunteers  under  said  quotas  are 
hereby  made  applicable  to  the  recruitment  of  regiments  of  this  force.  Expenditures 
of  this  account  must  be  limited  to  cases  of  absolute  necessity.  Special  care  will  he 
observed  that  no  man  be  enrolled  who  lacks  the  requisite  moral  and  physical  quali- 
fication. To  this  end  and  to  facilitate  the  mustering  of  companies  into  the  United 
United  States  service,  a  form  of  enrollment  paper  containing  the  certificate  of  the 
recruiting  agent  that  the  man  enrolled  fulfills  all  physical  requirements  will  be  sup- 
plied by  this  office.  Subsequent  rejections  on  account  of  physical  defects  are  to  be 
explained  by  the  enrolling  agent. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


Circular  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

\  Adjutant- General's  Office, 

No.  14.   .)  Washington,  May  Z7, 189S. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following  letter  of  the  First  Assistant 
Postmaster-General,  in  regard  to  the  franking  of  letters  mailed  by  soldiers  in  the 
field,  is  published  for  the  information  of  the  armies  in  the  field : 

Post-Opfice  Department, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 

Division  op  Correspondence, 

Washington,  May  U,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  your  reference,  dated  May  20,  and  mailed 
May  23  at  1.30  p.  m.,  of  a  telegram  from  General  Shafter  in  regard  to  the  franking 
of  letters  mailed  by  soldiers  in  the  field.     The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 
1879,  contains  the  following  provision  : 

"The  Postmaster-General  may,  however,  provide,  by  regulation,  for  transmitting 
unpaid  and  duly  certified  letters  of  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  to  their  destination,  to  be  paid  on  delivery." 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  act  the  Postmaster-General  has  issued  the  fol- 
lowing regulation : 

"Letters  written  by  officers,  commissioned  or  noncommissioned,  and  privates  in 
the  military,  naval,  or  marine  service  of  the  United  States,  to  be  transmitted  unpaid 
must  be  plainly  marked  'Soldier's  letter,'  '  Sailor's  letter,'  or  'Marine's  letter,'  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  signed  thereunder  with  his  name  and  official  designation  by  a  field 
or  staff  officer,  post  or  detachment  commander  to  whose  command  the  soldier  be- 
longs, or  by  a  surgeon  or  chaplain  at  a  hospital  where  he  may  be,  and  in  the  Navy 
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and  Marine  service  by  the  ofiScer  in  command  of  the  vessel,  or  surgeon  on  board,  or 
officer  commanding  naval  hospital  or  detachment  on  shore.    Letters  so  certified  will 
be  forwarded  charged  with  postage  due  at  single  rates  only,  to  be  collected  on 
delivery." 
I  presume  that  this  will  cover  the  inquiry  made  by  General  Shafter. 
Very  respectfully, 

Perby  S.  Heath, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster- General. 
The  Secretary  op  War. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

}  Adjutant-General's  Oppick, 

No.  57.  )  WasUngton,  May  SO,  1898. 

After  a  prolonged  period  of  peace  our  Army  is  once  more  called  upon  to  engage  in 
war  in  the  cause  of  justice  and  humauity.  To  bring  the  military  forces  to  the  highest 
state  of  efficiency  and  most  speedily  accomplish  what  is  expected  should  be  the 
earnest  effort  and  call  forth  the  best  energies  of  all  its  members,  of  whatsoever 
station. 

The  laws  and  regulations  which  govern  military  bodies  in  civilized  countries  have 
been  developed  to  their  ]iresent  perfection  through  the  experience  of  hundreds  of 
years,  and  the  faithful  observance  of  those  laws  and  regulations  is  essential  to  the 
honor  and  efficiency  of  the  Army. 

All  anthority  should  be  exercised  with  firmness,  equity,  and  decorum  on  the  part 
of  superiors,  and  should  be  respected  by  implicit  obedience  and  loyal  support  from 
subordinates. 

Every  officer  of  whatever  grade  will,  so  far  as  may  be  in  his  power,  guard  and  pre- 
serve the  health  and  welfare  of  those  under  his  charge.  He  must  labor  diligently 
and  zealously  to  perfect  himself  and  his  subordinates  in  military  drill,  instruction, 
and  discipline ;  and,  above  all,  he  must  constantly  endeavor,  by  precept  and  example, 
to  maintain  the  highest  character,  to  foster  and  stimulate  that  true  soldierly  spirit 
and  patriotic  devotion  to  duty  which  must  characterize  an  effective  army.  The 
major-general  commanding  confidently  trusts  that  every  officer  and  soldier  in  the 
service  of  the  Republic,  each  in  his  proper  sphere,  will  contribute  his  most  zealous 
efforts  to  the  end  that  the  honor  and  character  of  the  Army  may  be  preserved  untar- 
nished and  its  best  efforts  crowned  with  success. 

This  order  is  given  upon  a  day  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  heroic  dead,  whose 
services  and  sacrifices  afford  us  CKample  and  inspiration,  and  it  is  expected  that  all 
will  be  fully  impressed  with  the  sacred  duty  imposed  upon  the  Army  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  our  beloved  country. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CORBlN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  i  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Opfice, 

No.  58.  >  Washington,  May  31,  1898. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  is  published  to  the  Army 
for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned: 

Enlisted  men  of  the  volunteer  organizations  may  be  transferred  to  the  Hospital 
Corps  of  the  Regular  Army  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  army  corp  in  which 
the  soldier  is  serving,  iTpon  the  recommendation  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps. 

The  provisions  of.  Army  Regulations  governing  the  Hospital  Corps,  so  far  as  they 
are  inapplicable  in  time  of  war  and  with  troops  in  the  field,  are  hereby  suspended 
during  the  existence  of  such  conditions. 

The  commander  of  an  army  corps,  or  of  a  division  or  brigade  acting  Independently 
of  a  corps,  is  charged  with  the  full  control  of  the  transfer  from  the  line,  the  enlist- 
ment, reenlistment,  and  discharge  of  members  of  the  hospital  corps  of  his  command, 
with  the  detail  of  acting  hospital  stewards  andthe  appointment  of  hospital  stewards. 

Acting  hospital  stewards  will  be  detailed  from  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps 
who  are  recommended  by  their  medical  officers  as  possessing  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions. Hospital  stewards  will  be  appointed  from  acting  hospital  stewards  who  are 
recommended  by  their  medical  officers  and  who  have  served  not  less  than  three 
months  in  the  Hospital  Corps  and  are  approved  by  a  board  of  not  less  than  three 
medical  officers. 
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Enlistment  papers  in  duplicate,  examination  forms,  and  outline  figure  cards  for 
members  of  the  Hospital  Corps  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Surgeon-General's  Ofifice,  as 
now  required,  and  monthly  reports  will  be  made  by  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps, 
or  division  if  acting  independently,  showing  the  number  of  stewards,  acting  stew- 
ards, and  privates  on  duty,  the  names  of  men  transferred  from  the  line,  of  those 
enlisted  or  reenlisted,  discharged,  died,  detailed  acting  hospital  steward,  or  appointed 
hospital  steward. 

The  quota  of  members  of  the  Hospital  Corps  for  a  corps  of  25,000  men  is — 


Hospital 
stewards. 


Acting 
hospital 
stewards. 


Privates. 


For  each  regiment  of  infantry 

For  each  artillery  battalion,  three  light  batteries 

For  each  regiment  of  cavalry 

For  each  corps  headquarters 

For  each  division  headquarters 

For  each  brigade  headquarters 

For  each  division  ambulance  company,  and  for  the  reserve  corps  cora- 


For  each  division  field  hospital,  and  for  the  reserve  corps  field  hos- 
pital   


1 
1 

2 
2 
1 
1 

104 

90 


The  three  volunteer  hospital  stewards  mustered  in  with  each  regiment  are  included 
in  this  strength. 

The  corps  commander  may  make  such  distribution  of  the  members  of  the  Hospital 
Corps  within  his  command  as  he  considers  for  the  best  interests  of  the  service. 


By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 


Genbral  Orders, 


H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 
No.  60.  )  Washington,  June  1,  1S9S. 

1.  The  following-named  officers  will  proceed  to  the  places  set  after  their  names 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  regiments  of  volunteer  infantry  to  which  they 
have  been  appointed  the  colonels : 

Col.  Patrick  H.  Ray,  Third  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  Macon,  Ga: 
Col.  James  S.  Pettit,  Fourth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  Washington,  D.  C. 
Col.  Herbert  H.  Sargent,  Pifth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  Columbus,  Miss. 
Col.  Lawrence  D.  Tyson,  Sixth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  Knoxville,  Teim. 
Col.  Edward  A.  Godwin,  Seventh  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  Memphis,  Teun. 
Col.  Eli  L.  Huggins,  Eighth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  Louisville,  Ky. 
Col.  Charles  J.  Crane,  Ninth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  New  Orleans,  La. 
Col.  Jesse  M.  Lee,  Tenth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

2.  The  apportionment  of  territory  in  which  these  organizations  will  be  raised  will 
be  as  follows : 

For  the  Third  Regiment,  Colonel  Ray,  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  and 
Florida;  headquarters  at  Macon,  Ga. 

For  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Colonel  Pettit,  the  States  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  and  the  District  of  Columbia;  the  headquarters  of  this  regiment  will  be 
designated  hereafter. 

For  the  Fifth  Regiment,  Colonel  Sargent,  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi; 
headquarters  at  Columbus,  Miss. 

For  the  Sixth  Regiment,  Colonel  Tyson,  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee; 
headquarters,  Knoxville,  Tenu. 

For  the  Seventh  Regiment,  Colonel  Godwin,  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
and  so  much  of  Tennessee  as  lies  east  of  a  due  north  and  south  line  running  through 
the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  headquarters,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

For  the  Eight  Regiment,  Colonel  Huggins,  the  State  of  Kentucky,  all  of  Tennessee 
not  otherwise  allotted,  and  the  Ohio  Valley ;  headquarters,  Louisville,  Ky. 

For  the  Ninth  Regiment,  Colonel  Crane,  the  State  of  Louisiana;  headquarters, 
New  Orleans,  La. 

For  the  Tenth  Regiment,  Colonel  Lee,  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina; 
headquarters,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

,'?.  The  following  officers  are  hereby  detailed  as  mustering  officers  for  the  various 
regiments  above  named : 

For  the  Third  Regiment,  Capt.  E.  P.  Brewer,  Seventh  Cavalry. 
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For  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Capt.  Wm.  P.  Goodwin,  Fourteenth  Infantry. 

For  the  Fifth  Regiment,  First  Lieut.  Magnus  O.  Hallis,  Fourth  Infantry. 

For  the  Sixth  Regiment,  First  Lieut.  S.  P.  Vestal,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

For  the  Seventh  Regiment,  Capt.  P.  E.  Trippe,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

For  the  Eighth  Regiment,  Second  Lieut.  J.  McA.  Palmer,  Fifteenth  Infantry. 

For  the  Ninth  Regiment,  First  Lieut.  F.  D.  Webster,  Twentieth  Infantry. 

For  the  Tenth  Regiment,  First  Lieut.  William  G.  Elliot,  Twelfth  Infantry. 

4.  Each  mustering  officer  will  also  act  as  quartermaster  and  commissary  for  the 
purposes  of  subsisting  the  volunteers  from  the  time  of  enrollment  to  the  time  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  for  their  transportation  from  the  place  of  enrollment  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  each  mustering  officer  will  communicate  by  tele- 
graph with  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  is  assigned,  and  thereafter  will 
hold  himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  such  points  as  the  colonel  may  indicate,  and 
at  which  a  body  of  recruits  approximating  the  size  of  a  company  is  awaiting  mus- 
ter-in to  the  United  States  service. 

The  surgeon  or  assistant  surgeon  of  the  regiment  will  also  proceed  with  the  mus- 
tering officer  to  the  same  points ;  and  the  colonel  or  one  of  his  staff  officers  is  author- 
ized to  proceed  from  the  regimental  headquarters  to  the  place  where  each  company 
is  being  organized  and  to  conduct  it  to  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment. 

As  soon  as  a  company  has  been  organized  and  mustered  into  service  the  mustering 
officer  will  direct  its  transportation  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  of  tlie  regiment. 

For  this  purpose  the  mustering  officers  will  provide  themselves  with  the  necessary 
transportation  requests  and  other  blanks,  and  will  make  timely  requisition  for  such 
travel  rations  as  may  be  necessary. 

Commanding  officers  of  regiments  will  so  arrange  their  itineraries  as  to  involve  as 
little  travel  as  possible. 

The  travel  herein  directed  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  61.  )  Washington,  June  1,  1898. 

Under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  May  25,  1898,  calling 
forth  volunteers  to  the  aggregate  number  of  75,000,  and  of  section  7  of  an  act  of 
Congress  approved  April  22, 1898,  which  provides  that  no  new  organizations  shall  be 
accepted  into  the  service  from  any  State  unless  the  organizations  already  in  service 
&om  such  State  are  as  near  to  their  maximum  strength  as  the  President  may  deem 
necessary,  the  following  general  rules  for  accomplishing  the  objects  of  said  procla- 
mation are  announced  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
all  concerned : 

1.  Organizations  already  accepted  and  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
under  the  President's  proclamation  of  April  23,  1898,  will  be  expanded:  first,  by 
recruiting  such  companies  thereof  as  have  been  mustered  in  to  the  maximum  enlisted 
strength  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  26,  1898,  and  published 
in  General  Orders,  No.  29,  April  29,  1898,  from  this  office;  second,  except  for  cavalry, 
by  the  organization  of  additional  companies  necessary  for  the  completion  of  regi- 
ments to  twelve  companies,  and  battalions  to  four  companies,  of  the  maximum 
enlisted  strength  above  indicated.  The  number  of  recruits  required  for  each  organ- 
ization already  in  service  will  be  determined  by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 
under  whose  direction  and  supervision  the  recruitment  herein  ordered  will  be  con- 
ducted. 

2.  The  following  States  and  Territories  having  received  under  the  President's  first 
call  an  apportionment  in  excess  of  their  combined  quotas  under  first  and  second 
calls,  will  not  be  included  in  this  order,  viz :  Delaware,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada, 
North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Vermont,  Wyoming,  District  of  Columbia,  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  and  Indian  Territories. 

3.  With  the  exceptions  indicated  in  paragraph  2,  a  recruiting  party  consisting  of 
one  officer  and  four  enlisted  men,  one  of  whom  should  he  qualified  to  perform  clerical 
work,  will  be  detailed  from  each  battalion  of  a  regiment  and  from  each  independent 
battalion  already  in  the  service,  by  the  commanding  officer  thereof.  In  like  manner 
a  recruiting  party  of  one  officer  and  one  enlisted  man  will  be  detailed  from  each 
company  now  in  service  and  not  otherwise  provided  for  herein.  Each  party  will  be 
ordered  to  proceed  to  the  locality  where  the  organization  for  which  it  is  to  recruit 
was  raised.  Instructions  for  recruiting  officers  and  blank  forms  will  be  sent  to  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  State,  to  whom  officers  in  charge  of  recruiting  parties  should 


520  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

apply  for  the  same,  notifying  him  of  the  number  of  men  he  is  to  recruit.  The  names 
of  the  officers,  their  respective  organizations  and  the  points  to  which  sent  will  be 
reported  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  who  will  give  all  further  orders  and 
instructions  that  may  be  necessary.  Each  recruiting  officer  thus  detailed  will  also 
be  an  acting  quartermaster. 

4.  Arrangements  will  be  made  through  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  depart- 
ment within  the  geographical  limits  of  which  the  recruiting  is  being  done  for  rent- 
ing, when  necessary,  under  emergency  agreements,  suitable  quarters  for  temporary 
recruiting  stations  and  the  furnishing  of  supplies  therefor.  Arrangements  will  be 
made  with  the  chief  commissary  of  the  department,  as  above,  for  the  subsistence 
of  recruiting  parties  and  recruits.  Recruits  will  be  sent,  under  charge  of  the  most 
reliable  one  of  their  number,  to  their  several  regiments  in  small  squads  without 
uniform,  arms,  or  equipment.  Each  commander  detailing  a  recruiting  officer  under 
these  instructions  will  promptly  mail  to  the  chief  commissary  and  chief  quarter- 
master, respectively,  of  the  department  into  which  the  recruiting  officer  is  sent,  a 
copy  of  the  order  of  detail  with  the  signature  of  the  recruiting  officer  inscribed 
upon  the  same. 

5.  Additional  companies  necessary  for  the  completion  of  regiments  and  battalions 
as  herein  provided  for,  will  be  organized  and  mustered  into  the  United  States  serv- 
ice under  the  same  rules  that  govern  the  organization  and  muster-in  of  the  troops 
raised  under  the  President's  proclamation  of  April  23, 1898,  and  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions will  be  promulgated  later. 

6.  Department,  corps,  and  regimental  commanders  are  intrusted  with  the  prompt 
and  careful  execution  of  this  order.  The  necessary  orders  for  transportation  and 
subsistence  will  be  given  by  department  and  corps  commanders,  the  travel  enjoined 
being  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant  General. 


[Circular  letter.] 

War  Dbpartmbnt,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  3, 1898, 

volunteer  recruiting  service. 

I.  The  following  instructions  are  published  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
officers  of  the  Volunteer  Army  detailed  under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No. 
61,  June  1,  1898,  from  this  office,  to  recruit  for  their  own  organizations  after  muster 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  fill  them  to  the  maximum : 

qualifications  for  recruits. 

Applicants  for  enlistment  must  be  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45  years,  of  good 
character  and  habits,  able-bodied,  free  from  disease,  and  must  be  able  to  speak  the 
English  language. 

Married  men  will  be  enlisted  only  upon  the  approval  of  a  regimental  commander. 

Minors  must  not  be  enlisted  without  the  written  consent  of  father,  only  surviving 
parent,  or  legally  appointed  guardian. 

Enlistments  will  bo  confined  to  persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
who  have  made  legal  declaration  of  their  intention  to  become  citizens  thereof. 

Applicants  will  be  required  to  satisfy  the  recruiting  officer  regarding  age  and 
character,  and  should  be  prepared  to  furnish  the  necessary  evidence.  They  must 
defray  their  own  expenses  to  the  place  of  enlistment;  their  fitness  for  the  military 
service  can  be  determined  only  upon  examination  at  a  recruiting  station. 

The  term  of  service  is  two  years. 

Kor  infantry  and  artillery  the  height  should  be  not  less  than  5  feet  4  inches,  and 
weight  not  less  than  120  pounds  and  not  more  than  190  pounds. 

For  cavalry  the  height  should  not  be  less  than  5  feet  4  inches  and  not  more  than 
5  feet  10  inches,  and  weight  not  to  exceed  165  pounds.  No  minimum  weight  is  pre- 
scribed for  cavalry,  but  the  chest  measures  must  be  satisfactory. 

Recruiting  officers  are,  however,  authorized  in  their  discretion  to  accept  desirable 
applicants  who  are  10  pounds  or  less  overweight  or  underweight,  or  who  vary  not 
more  than  a  fraction  of  an  inch  from  the  required  height  or  chest  measures,  if  they 
meet  all  other  requirements.  In  exery  suih  case  the  variation  from  the  normal 
standard  should  be  carefully  noted  on  the  enlistment  paper. 
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EXAMINATION  OF   RECRUITS. 

At  a  recruiting  station  ■where  there  is  no  medical  officer  of  the  Army,  Regular  or 
Volunteer,  available  to  examine  applicants  for  enlistment,  the  recruiting  officer  will 
immediately  telegraph  the  fact  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army,  stating  the 
number  of  men  required  by  the  organization  for  which  he  is  recruiting,  in  order  that 
it  may  be  determined  whether  or  not  a  contract  physician  will  be  provided  for  the 
purpose.  If  no  provision  be  made  for  the  medical  examination  of  applicants  before 
enlistment,  the  required  examination  will  be  made  by  the  recruiting  officer  himself, 
guided  by  Greenleaf's  Epitome  of  Tripler's  Manual  (4th  edition),  and  recruits  who 
are  accepted  by  him  will  be  enlisted  and  sworn  into  service.  (A.  R.  842.)  Recruits 
thus  enlisted  will  be  reexamined  by  a  civilian  physician  before  leaving  the  recruiting 
station  for  regiments,  and  before  any  clothing  Is  issued  to  them.  This  reexamina- 
tion will  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable  after  enlistment,  and  always  before  the 
expiration  of  the  trimonthly  period  within  which  the  oath  is  administered.  The 
accounts  of  physicians  for  such  examinations  will  be  prepared  by  the  recruiting 
officers  in  accordance  with  Array  Regulation  1458,  on  forms  supplied  by  the  Surgeon- 
General. 

The  physician  who  makes  the  reexamination  will  record  the  result  thereof  in  an 
appropriate  place  on  the  enlistment  form  and  specify  all  defects  discovered  in  his 
examination  not  reported  by  the  recruiting  officer. 

If  the  result  of  the  physician's  examination  be  favorable,  the  recruit  will  be  con- 
sidered as  finally  accepted. 

If  the  opinion  of  the  physician  be  that  the  recruit  is  disqualified  for  the  service,  a 
certificate  of  disability  (A.  R.  154),  signed  by  the  physician  and  the  recruiting  officer, 
with  a  duplicate  of  the  enlistment  form,  will  be  forwarded  by  the  recruiting  officer 
direct  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  full  report  of  the  facts. 

ENLISTMENTS. 

The  enlistment  form  for  volunteers  (A.  G.  0.,  No.  8,  Vols.)  will  be  used.  This  blank 
includes  a  form  for  the  physical  examination  of  recruits.  All  enlistments  will  be  as 
privates,  and  only  one  enlistment  paper  will  be  made  in  the  case  of  each  volunteer 
soldier,  except  as  provided  for  in  note  on  blank.  Enlistment  papers  will  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  by  the  recruiting  officer  on  the  10th,  20th, 
and  last  day  of  each  month,  with  a  trimonthly  report  prepared  on  Form  A.  G.  0., 
No.  29.  Recruiting  officers  are  required  to  f^ive  personal  attention  to  the  preparation 
and  forwarding  of  these  reports,  as  it  is  of  first  importance  that  they  be  promptly 
and  correctly  rendered  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  thereon. 

Each  trimonthly  report,  with  the  enlistment  papers  pertaining  thereto,  will  be 
mailed  to  this  office  in  an  envelope  containing  no  other  matter.  No  enlistment 
papers  are  to  accompany  the  copy  of  the  trimonthly  report  sent  to  the  regimental  or 
other  commander. 

An  assignment  card  (A.  G.  0.,  No.  9,  Vols.)  will  be  prepared  for  each  recruit 
enlisted,  and  will  be  sent  to  the  destination  of  the  recruit,  as  provided  in  paragraph 
850,  Army  Eegulatious,  and  the  instructions  on  the  card. 

Great  care  must  be  taken  in  the  preparation  of  all  these  blanks,  and  It  is  specially 
important  that  the  designation  of  the  regiments  for  which  enlistments  are  made  be 
correctly  indicated  thereon. 

These  instructions  are  not  intended  to  apply  when  authority  is  given  to  raise  addi- 
tional companies  for  any  organization.  (Paragraph  5,  General  Orders,  No.  61,  of 
1898.) 

MAXIMUM  LIMITS. 

For  a  regiment  the  maximum  of  all  grades,  commissioned  and  enlisted,  must  not 
exceed  1,326  in  infantry  or  1,255  in  cavalry. 

For  a  company  the  maximum  of  all  grades  is  106  in  infantry,  100  in  cavalry,  173  in 
field  artillery,  and  200  in  heavy  artillery,  provided  that  the  maximum  strength  of 
all  grades  for  regiments  as  herein  given  shall  in  no  case  be  exceeded. 

Whenever  practicable  the  choice  by  an  accepted  applicant  of  a  particular  com- 
pany of  the  regiment  or  other  organization  for  which  the  recruiting  officer  is  making 
enlistments  should  be  respected,  provided  there  is  a  vacancy  therein . 

Recruiting  officers  will  communicate  frequently  with  their  commanding  officers  in 
order  to  keep  fully  advised  of  the  number  of  recruits  required  from  time  to  time, 
and  to  prevent  making  enlistments  that  will  carry  a  regiment,  battalion,  or  any 
company  beyond  the  authorized  maximum. 

RECRUITING  STATIONS  AND   QUARTERMASTER'S  SUPPLIES. 

Emergency  agreements  may  be  entered  into  for  renting  suitable  quarters  when 
required  for  temporary  recruiting  stations  and  the  furnishing  of  supplies  therefor. 
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Certified  vouchers  for  such  rent  and  other  actually  necessary  expenditures  pertain- 
ing to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  should  be  forwarded  for  payment  to  the 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  ■within  the  geographical  limits  of  which  the 
recruiting  is  being  done,  to  whom  the  recruiting  officers  should  also  apply  for  neces- 
sary transportation  requests  and  for  any  desired  information  regarding  the  use 
thereof,  the  route  by  which  recruits  should  be  sent,  e*,c. 

SUBSISTBNCB   OF  RECRUITING  PA.BTIBS  AND   RECRUITS. 

Subsistence  funds  for  payment  of  commutation  of  rations  for  recruits,  or  to  pay 
coffee  money  to  them,  can  be  obtained  by  the  recruiting  officer  from  the  chief  com- 
missary of  the  department  within  the  geographical  limits  of  which  he  is  recruiting. 
Circular  letter,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  January  3,  1896,  publishes  instructions 
regarding  the  subsistence  of  recruits  while  traveling. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  a  recruiting  officer  at  a  city  or  town  where  he  is  to  establish 
a  recruiting  station  he  will  at  once  make  inquiries  at  the  available  places  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  station  as  to  the  prices  at  which  meals  for  his  party  can  be 
obtained  and  will  procure  them,  of  proper  quality,  by  open  purchase  at  the  most 
reasonable  rates,  until  he  can  advertise  for  proposals  by  means  of  Form  No.  28, 
Subsistence  Department.  Payment  for  meals  will  be  made  in  the  manner  indicated 
in  the  notes  on  that  form.  Attention  is  called  to  that  condition  of  the  contract  for 
meals  (Form  No.  28,  Subsistence'  Department)  which  stipulates  that  lunches  shall 
be  furnished  when  required.  These  lunches  are  intended  to  take  the  place  of  travel 
rations  for  recruits  traveling,  where  it  is  not  practicable  to  furnish  the  travel  ration. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  undei  section  3620,  Revised  Statutes,  has  author- 
ized subsistence  funds  to  be  retained  in  small  amounts  in  the  personal  possession  of 
officers  intrusted  with  the  disbursement  of  the  same,  whenever  such  officers  are 
stationed  in  places  where  there  is  no  Treasurer  or  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  For  convenience  of  recruiting  officers  who  receive  funds  and  make  pay- 
ments in  small  amounts,  and  of  the  recruits  who  receive  such  payments,  it  is  prefer- 
able that  payments  be  made  in  ready  money  rather  than  by  checks  on  distant 
depositories. 

ADDITIONAL  INSTRUCTIONS,   BLANKS,   ETC. 

To  supplement  the  instructions  contained  in  this  circular  letter,  each  recruiting 
officer  detailed  under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  61,  of  1898,  will,  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  3  of  that  order,  be  furnished,  through  the  adjntant- 
gent'ral  of  the  State,  with  a  copy  thereof,  and  of  General  Orders,  No.  29,  of  1898, 
from  this  office;  also  with  circular  letter,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  January  3, 1896, 
herein  referred  to,  and  with  necessary  blanks  pertaining  to  the  recruiting  service, 
and  to  the  Quartermaster's,  Subsistence,  and  Medical  Departments. 

JOMPLETION  OF   DUTIES. 

When  the  organization  for  which  an  officer  is  recruiting  has  been  filled  to  the 
maximum,  he  will  at  once  roport  the  fact  through  his  immediate  commanding  officer 
to  the  proper  department  or  corps  commander,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
members  of  his  recruiting  party,  with  a  view  to  the  issue  of  the  necessary  orders. 

II.  Enlistments  in  the  field  for  a  volunteer  organization  already  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  which  there  are  vacancies,  will  be  made  by  the 
proper  mustering  officer  of  the  department,  corps,  division,  or  district  in  which  tbe 
organization  is  serving.  In  such  cases  the  enlistment  form  (A.  G.  O.,  No.  8,  Vols.) 
will  be  used,  and  will  be  forwarded  by  the  mustering  efficer  to  the  Adjutant-General 
of  the  Army.  An  assignment  card  (A.  G.  0.,  No.  9,  Vols.)  will  be  prepared  in  the 
case  of  each  recruit  and  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  organization  for  which 
he  is  enlisted. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  6,  1898. 
The  following  information  concerning  the  brigade  of  volunteer  engineers,  author- 
ized by  act  of  Congress  approved  May  11,  1898,  is  published  to  meet  the  numerous 
inquiries  that  are  being  received  at  the  Department : 
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THE   ORGANIZATION. 

The  brigade  of  engiDeers  provided  for  in  the  above-cited  act  of  Congress  will  com- 
prise three  regiments,  to  be  designated,  respectively,  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Regiments  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers. 

Each  regiment  will  consist  of  1  colonel,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  first  lieutenant 
(adjutant),  1  first  lieutenant  (quartermaster),  1  surgeon,  2  assistant  surgeons,  1  chap- 
lain, 1  sergeant-major,  1  quartermaster-sergeant,  1  chief  musician,  2  principal  musi- 
cians, and  three  battalions. 

Each  battalion  will  consist  of  1  major,  1  first  lieutenant  (adjutant),  1  first  lieuten- 
ant (quartermaster),  1  sergeant-major,  1  quartermaster-sergeant,  1  hospital  steward, 
and  four  companies. 

Each  company  will  consist  of  1  captain,  1  first  lieutenant,  1  second  lieutenant,  8 
sergeants,  8  corporals,  2  musicians,  45  first-class  privates,  and  28  second-class 
privates. 

For  each  regiment :  Total  commissioned,  53 ;  total  enlisted,  1,106;  aggregate,  1,159. 

For  the  purposes  of  organization  the  territory  of  the  United  States  has  been  sub- 
divided as  follows : 

For  the  First  Regiment,  Col.  Eugene  Griffin — the  New  England  States,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
organization  and  recruitment  of  this  regiment  is  well  advanced.  Ileadfiuarters  for 
the  regiment,  335  Broadway,  New  York  City.  The  regiment  will  rendezvous  at 
Camp  Townsend,  near  Peekskill,  N.  Y. 

For  the  Second  Regiment,  Col.  Willard  Young — the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nevada,  California,  Oregon, 
and  Washington.    The  regiment  will  be  recruited  as  follows : 

The  first  battalion :  One  company  at  Springfield,  Ohio;  two  companies  at  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio;  one  company  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

The  second  battalion :  Two  companies  at  Chicago,  HI. ;  one  company  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn. ;  one  company  at  Omaha,  Nebr. 

The  third  battalion :  One  company  at  Denver,  Colo. ;  one  company  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  one  company  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  one  company  at  Portland,  Oreg. 

The  regiment  will  rendezvous  at  Fort  Sheridan,  near  Chicago,  111.  Correspondence 
regarding  this  regiment  should  be  addressed  for  the  present  to  the  Adjutant-General 
of  the  Army. 

For  the  Third  Regiment,  Col.  David  DuB.  Gaillard — the  States  of  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  the  Indian  Territory, 
Oklahoma,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona.  The  regiment  will  rendezvous  at  Jefferson 
Barracks,  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Correspondence  regarding  this  regiment  should  be 
addressed  for  the  present  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

The  officers  will  be  selected  for  their  skill  as  military,  civil,  electrical,  mechanical, 
or  topographical  engineers.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  recruit  the  enlisted  men  from 
every  branch  of  the  engineering  profession  and  of  mechanical  skill.  Machinists, 
steam  engineers,  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  plumbers,  telegraphers,  topographers, 
draftsmen,  photographers,  railroad  men,  riggers,  boatmen,  and  those  skilled  in  the 
use  of  explosives  are  especially  desired. 

UNIFOKM  AND  EQUIPMENT. 

Engineer  troops  are  armed  and  equipped  as  infantry.  Their  uniform  conforms  to 
that  prescribed  for  the  use  of  engineer  troops  of  the  Regular  Army.  Each  soldier 
carries  the  following : 

Gun  sling 1 

Haversack 1 

Haversack  strap  1 

Meat  can 1 

Tin  cup 1 

Knife 1 

Fork 1 

Spoon 1 


Rifle 1 

Blanket  bag 1 

Blanket-bag  shoulder  straps  (pair)  ...  1 

Blanket-bag  coat  straps  (pair) 1 

Bayonet  scabbard 1 

Cartridge  belt,  woven,  or  1  cartridge 

box,  with  waist  belt  and  plate 1 

Canteen 1 

Canteen  strap 1 

Special  instruments,  tools,  and  other  paraphernalia  essential  to  the  various  opera- 
tions in  which  these  troops  are  employed  are  carried  in  wagons  which  accompany 
them. 

.PAY,   ETC. 

Sergeants  of  engineers  in  time  of  war  receive  $40.80  a  month;  corporals,  $24; 
first-class  privates,  $20.40;  second-class  privates,  $15.60;  also  rations,  clothing,  bed- 
ding, medicines,  and  medical  attendance.    The  term  of  service  is  two  years. 
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REQUIREMENTS  FOR  ENLISTMENT. 

Applicants  for  enlistment  must  be  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45  years,  of  good 
character  and  habits,  able-bodied,  free  from  disease,  and  must  be  able  to  speak  the 
English  language. 

Married  men  will  be  enlisted  only  upon  the  approval  of  a  regimental  commander. 

Minors  must  not  be  enlisted  without  the  written  consent  of  father,  only  surviving 
parent,  or  legally  appointed  guardian. 

Original  enlistments  will  be  confined  to  persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  who  have  made  legal  declaration  of  their  intention  to  become  citizens 
thereof. 

Applicants  will  be  required  to  satisfy  the  recruiting  officer  regarding  age  and  char- 
acter, and  should  be  prepared  to  furnish  the  necessary  evidence. 

The  height  must  not  be  less  than  5  feet  4  inches,  and  weight  not  less  than  120 
pounds  and  not  more  than  190  pounds. 

Table  of  physical  proportions  for  height,  weight,  and  chest  measurement. 


Height. 

Weight. 

Chest  measurement. 

Feet. 

Inches. 

Pounds. 

At  expira- 
tion 
(inches). 

Mobility 
(inches). 

P 

64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 

128 
130 
132 
131 
141 
148 
15.5 
162 
169 
176 

32 

32 

32i 

33 

33i 

33i 

34 

344 
35i 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2i 

2i 

f 
3 

It  is  not  necessary  that  an  applicant  should  conform  exactly  to  the  figures  indicated 
in  the  table  of  proportions,  the  variation  of  a  few  pounds  in  weight  either  way  and 
of  a  fraction  of  an  inch  in  chest  measures  being  permissible. 

Noncommissioned  officers  will  be  selected  and  appointed  in  accordance  with  the 
Army  Regulations.  Such  of  them  as  show  aptitude  in  the  handling  of  men  and  can 
demonstrate  in  other  regards  their  fitness  for  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  an  examining 
board  will  be  entitled  to  promotion  to  commissioned  rank. 


COMMISSIONED    OFFICERS. 

A  board  will  be  instituted  for  each  regiment  of  engineers,  consisting  of  the  colonel 
and  one  officer  of  the  Regular  Army  not  connected  with  the  organization,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  such  applicants  for  commissions  in  the  regiment  as  have  been 
notified  by  the  War  Department  to  present  themselves  for  examination  and  as  have 
been  pronounced  by  a  medical  officer  of  the  Army  to  be  free  from  bodily  defects  that 
would  disqualify  them  for  the  military  service.  The  board  will  submit  their  reports 
to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  specifying  the  grade  of  commission  which  each 
candidate  found  qualified  is  deemed  fit  to  hold,  and,  when  necessary,  authority  to 
recruit  will  be  given  accordingly. 

In  order  to  expedite  the  organization  and  equipment  of  each  regiment,  the  regi- 
mental quartermaster  and  adjutant  selected  may  be  at  once  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenants; but  the  commissions  of  the  other  officers  as  prescribed  by  the  law  will  not 
be  issued  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  until  the  established  number  of  men  are 
ready  for  muster  into  service.  Authority  to  recruit  will  not  be  given  to  any  person 
who  has  not  been  passed  upon  by  a  board.  The  following  rules  govern  the  exami- 
nation for  applicants  for  commissions : 

Applicants  will  be  examined  with  reference  to  their  mental,  moral,  and  physical 
fitness  to  hold  a  commission  and  perform  the  duties  of  a  commissioned  officer  in  an 
engineer  regiment. 

Physical  fitness  will  be  determined  by  an  examination  to  be  made  by  a  medical 
officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  each  applicant  must  present  to  the  board  of 
examiners  a  certificate  from  such  medical  officer  that  he  has  been  carefully  examined 
and  found  physically  qualified  in  all  respects  to  perform  the  duties  of  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  Army. 

Moral  fitness  will  be  determined  by  the  record  of  the  applicant  and  by  certificates 
from  responsible  parties  having  personal  knowledge  of  the  applicant's  moral 
character. 
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In  determining  mental  tltness  the  board  of  examiners  will  give  due  weight  to  the 
following : 

The  nature  and  extent  of  applicant's  engineering  education. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  applicant's  experience  iu  practical  engineering  works. 

The  variety  of  engineering  works  on  which  applicant  has  been  engaged. 

The  location  of  such  works,  whether  in  the  northern  or  southern  parts  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  foreign  countries,  particularly  in  tropical  climates. 

The  time,  if  any,  that  applicant  has  lived  in  tropical  climates,  and  the  general 
nature  of  his  experience  in  sach  climates. 

The  importance  of  applicant'sposition  with  reference  to  engineering  works,  whether 
chief  engineer  or  assistant,  and  the  number  and  character  of  men  which  have  been 
under  his  command  and  direction. 

The  facility  with  which  applicant  can  speak  foreign  languages,  if  any,  particularly 
Spanish. 

The  examining  board  will  also  give  due  weight  to  the  following: 

The  military  experience  of  the  applicant,  if  any. 

The  ability  of  tlie  applicant  to  take  proper  care  of  himself  and  of  men  committed 
to  his  charge  under  all  conditions  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  judged  by  the  experience 
and  record  of  the  applicant. 

The  ability  of  the  applicant  to  command  men,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  by  his  expe- 
rience and  record. 

The  board  of  examiners  is  authorized  to  make  such  further  investigations  as  in  its 
judgment  may  be  necessary. 

It  is  not  intended  that  the  examinations  shall  be  competitive,  but  the  board  shall 
pass  upon  the  qualifications  of  each  applicant  and  recommend  to  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  the  rank,  if  any,  which,  in  its  j  udgment,  may  properly  be  conferred 
upon  such  applicant. 

The  examination  of  ofiSoers  for  the  First  Regiment  is  practically  completed,  and 
there  are  few,  if  any,  vacancies  in  the  commissioned  list.  The  officers  of  the  lirst 
and  second  battalions  of  the  Second  Regiment  will  be  examined  at  Chicago,  111. ; 
the  officers  of  the  third  battalion  at  Denver,  Colo.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  and  Portland,  Greg.,  respectively.  The  points  for  examination  for 
officers  of  the  Third  Regiment  have  not  as  yet  been  determined  upon. 

All  applications  for  commissions,  or  for  information  concerning  them,  will  be 
addressed  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  and  be  marked  "United  States  Vol- 
unteer Engineers."  Each  applicant  will  state  his  age,  where  born,  whether  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  his  residence,  and  educational  qualifications.  If  an 
applicant  for  appointment  in  the  engineer  brigade,  his  special  technical  qualifications 
must  be  stated. 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  64.  )  Washington,  June  7,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  letter  of  the  American  National 
Red  Cross  Relief  Committee  is  published  to  the  Army  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned, and  announcement  is  made  that  the  War  Department  recognizes,  for  any 
appropriate  cooperative  purposes,  the  American  National  Red  Cross  as  the  civil  cen- 
tral American  committee  in  correspondence  with  the  International  Committee  for 
the  Relief  of  the  Sick  and  Wounded  in  War : 

american  national  red  cross  relief  committee. 

Secretary's  Office,  Room  312, 
Central  Bank  Building,  320  Broadway, 

New  York,  May  SO,  1898, 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  request  made  by  you  to  the  special  committee  appointed 
by  the  American  National  Red  Cross  Relief  Committee,  during  its  recent  visit  to  you, 
the  undersigned  members  of  said  special  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing statements  for  your  consideration : 

The  American  National  Red  Cross  Relief  Committee  of  New  York,  organized  with 
an  unlimited  number  of  cooperating  and  auxiliary  bodies  throughout  the  country, 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  financial  and  material  support  to  the  work  of  the  Ameri- 
can National  Red  Cross,  Miss  Clara  Barton,  president,  begs  leave  to  represent  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  as  follows,  viz: 

"1.  That  the  American  National  Red  Cross  is  the  duly  incorporated  committee 
representing  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross  in  its  civil  capacity,  and  is  recognized  as 
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such  by  the  Govemmeut  of  the  United  States,  the  governments  of  other  countries, 
and  the  international  committee  at  Geneva. 

"2.  That  we  are  informed  that  the  said  American  National  Red  Cross  has  given 
formal  notice  to  the  Departments  of  State,  War,  and  Navy  and  the  Surgeon-Gen- 
erals of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  its  readiness  to  respond  to  any  call  for  civil  aid  to 
supplement  the  hospital  work  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  resolutions  of  the  Geneva  conference  of  1863  and  the  Geneva  conven- 
tion of  1864,  and  their  amendments. 

"3.  That  in  order  to  guarantee  the  fullest  effectiveness  of  the  aid  thus  offered  by 
the  Civil  Red  Cross,  this  committee  hereby  gives  you  official  notice  that  it  stands 
ready,  together  with  other  cooperating  committees,  to  furnish  all  necessary  money 
and  material  to  support  the  work  of  the  said  American  National  Red  Cross  as  herein- 
before outlined." 

We  beg  to  request,  Mr.  President,  that  you  take  the  necessary  action  to  have  the 
several  departments  of  the  Government  duly  notified  of  this  financial  guaranty  of 
the  assistance  tendered  by  the  American  National  Red  Cross,  to  the  end  that  the 
fullest  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  its  offer. 

Please  favor  us  with  a  prompt  acknowledgment  of  this  letter  and  information  as 
to  your  action  thereon. 

Respectfully,  Levi  P.  Morton, 

Henry  C.  Potter,  D.D.,  LL.D., 
Wm.  T.  Wardwell, 
Geo.  p.  Shrady,  M.  D., 
A.  MoNAE  Lesser,  M.  D., 

Committee. 
The  President. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


Circular,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

\  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  16.     S  Washington,  Jane  7, 1898. 

In  order  that  articles  consigned  by  relatives  and  friends  to  soldiers  at  the  front 
may  find  prompt  delivery,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  every  facility  consistent 
with  the  public  interest  be  accorded  to  the  Southern  Express  Company  (office,  No. 
12  West  Twenty-third  street,  New  York)  by  officers  commanding  vessels  or  other 
means  of  transportation  under  the  control  of  the  War  Department,  from  Port  Tampa, 
Mobile,  New  Orleans,  or  other  points  of  embarkation  with  a  view  of  expediting  the 
delivery  of  packages  to  the  soldiers  wherever  stationed. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  no  liability  attaches  to  the  Government  by  reason  of 
loss  or  delay  under  this  permit,  and  that  no  charge  is  to  be  made  by  the  express 
company  for  transportation  furnished  by  the  Government. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

II.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  67.  S  Washington,  June  10, 1898. 

In  order  that  the  volunteer  forces  now  being  organized  may  know  what  equip- 
ments it  is  proper  to  make  requisitions  for,  the  accompanying  lists,  prepared  in  the 
office  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  showing  the  equipments  of  an  infantry  and  cavalry 
soldier,  the  horse  equipments,  and  the  equipments  of  a  light  battery  of  artillery, 
are  published,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  information  and  guid- 
ance of  all  concerned : 

Kquipments  of  an  infantry  soldier. 


1  blanket  bag. 

1  blanket-bag  shoulder  straps  (pair). 

1  blanket-bag  coat  straps  (pair). 

1  bayonet  scabbard. 

1  cartridge  belt,  woven,   or  1  cartridge 

box,  wilh  waist  belt  and  plate. 
1  caiitet^n. 
1  canteen  strap. 


1  gun  sling. 

1  liaversack. 

1  haversack  strap 

1  meat  can. 

1  tin  cup. 

1  knife. 

1  fork. 

1  spoon. 
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JSquipmenta  of  a  cavaJry  soldier. 


1  carbine  sling  and  swivel. 

1  pistol  holster. 

1  cartridge  belt. 

1  cartridge  belt  (which  is  fitted  for  use 

of  saber  attachments  for  carrying  the 

saber,  when  called  for). 
1  saber  knot. 
1  pair  spurs. 
1  pair  spur  straps. 


1  canteen  and  strap. 

1  haversack  and  strap  (for  dismounted 

service). 
1  meat  can. 
1  tin  cup. 
1  knife. 
1  fork. 
1  spoon. 


Horse  equipments. 


1  saddle,  comprising — 

1  saddletree,  leather  covered. 

1  quarter  strap  (self-adjusting). 

2  safes  and  rings  for  quarter  straps. 
2  cincha  straps. 

1  girth  (cincha). 

2  stirrup  straps. 

2  stirrups,  hooded. 
6  coat  straps. 

1  carbine  boot  and  straps  (used  only 
with  caliber  .  15  carbine). 

1  carbine  scabbard  and  straps  (2)  used 
(used  only  with  caliber  .30  carbine). 

2  saber  straps  (used  only  with   caliber 
.45  carbine). 

1  pair  saddlebags. 
1  saddle  blanket. 
1  surcingle. 


1  curb  bridle,  comprising — 

1  headstall. 

1  pair  reins. 

1  curb  bit. 

1  curb  strap. 
1  watering  bridle,  comprising — 

1  snaffle  bit. 

1  pair  reins, 
llink. 
1  halter,  comprising — 

1  headstall. 

1  halter  strap. 
1  lariat. 
1  lariat  strap. 
1  picket  pin. 
1  side  line. 
1  nosebag. 
1  horse  brush. 
1  currycomb. 
1  stirrup,  with  socket  for  guidon  (special). 


Equipment  (exclusive  of  ammunition)  for  a  six  S.$-ineh  field  hatter  if,  with  combined  battery 

wagon  and  forge. 


6  3.2-inch  B.  L.  steel  guns. 

6  3.2-inch  carriages  and  limbers. 

6  8.2-inch  caissons  and  limbers. 

1  combined  forge  and  battery  wagon. 

13  sets  artillery  harness  for  two  wheel 

horses. 
26  sets  artillery  harness   for  two  lead 

horses. 

ON  EACH  CARRIAGE. 

1  pair  bow-spring  recoil  brakes. 

1  sponge  and  rammer,  jointed,  for  bore. 

2  short  rammers  and  sponges  combined 
for  chamber. 

1  sponge  cover,  bore  sponge. 

1  breech  strap. 

2  sponge  covers,  chamber  sponge. 

1  prolonge  (section  of  picket  rope). 
1  combination  screw-driver  in  trail  box. 
1  gunner's  gimlet  in  trail  box. 
1  gunner's  reamer  in  trail  box. 

1  priming  wire  in  trail  box. 

2  primer  pouches  in  trail  box. 

2  lanyards  (new  pattern)  iu  trail  box. 
1  fuse  punch  in  trail  box. 
1  vent  punch  trail  in  box. 


WITH  EACH  CARRIAGE  LIMBER. 

1  front  sight  under  footboards,  left-hand 

compartment. 
1  breech  sight,  bronze,  under  footboards, 

left-hand  compartment. 

1  breech-sight  pouch  under  footboards, 
left-hand  compartment. 

2  gunner's  haversacks,   in   ammunition 
chest. 

1  front-sight  cover,  in  left-hand  footboard 

compartment. 
1  sperm  oiler,  rectangular,  brass,  under 

footboards,  right-hand  compartment. 
1  wheel  grease -can   under  footboards, 

right-hand  compartment. 

1  wheel  grease -can  knife   under  foot- 
boarus,  right-hand  compartment. 

2  watering  buckets,  canvas,  folding, under 

footboards,  left-hand  compartment. 
1  tool  box,  under  footboards,  right-hand 
compartment,  containing — 

1  screw  wrench,  12-inch. 

1  iron  nut  wrench,  12  inches  long. 

1  |-inch  cold  chisel,  8  inches  long. 

1  8- inch  hand  bastard  file. 

1  hand  hammer,  12J-inch  handle, 

1  small  steel  pnneh. 
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Equipment  {exelvaive  of  ammunition)  for  a  six  S.2-inoh  field  battery,  with  comiinediattery 
wagon  and  forge — Continued. 


1  neck  yoke. 

1  doubletree. 

2  singletrees. 

2  paulins,  12  feet  by  12  feet,  dyed  duck. 

1  cushion,  canvas  and  hair. 

1  padlock  for  ammunition  chest. 

ON  EACH   CAISSON   BODY. 

1  breech  cover. 

1  combination  tompion  and  muzzle  cover ; 
the  latter  in  the  breech  cover,  which  is 
secured  by  its  straps  and  buckles  to 
the  spare- wheel  axle  toggle. 

1  maneuvering  handspike. 

2  shovels,  long  handled. 
2  spades,  short  handled. 
2  pickaxes,  handled. 

2  axes,  handled. 

2  lanterns,  with  Cranston  attachment. 
1  prolonge  (section  of  picket  rope). 
1  spare  pole. 

1  spare  wheel. 

2  paulins,  12  feet  by  12  feet,  dyed  duck. 
2  padlocks  for  ammunition  chests. 

1  cushion,  canvas  and  hair. 

WITH  BACH  CAISSON  LIMBER. 

1  wheel  grease  can. 

1  wheel  grease-can  knife. 

2  paulins,  12  feet  by  12  feet,  dyed  duck. 
1  neck  yoke. 

1  doubletree. 

2  singletrees. 

2  watering  buckets,  canvas,  folding. 
1  cushion,  canvas  and  hair. 

1  padlock  for  ammunition  chest. 

ON  BODY  OF  FORGE  AND  BATTERY  WAGON. 

2  water  buckets  (galvanized  sheet  iron), 
inside  of  wagon  body. 

1  prolonge  (section  of  picket  rope),  inside 
of  wagon  body. 

2  lanterns,  with  Cranston  attachment, 
inside  of  wagon  body. 

1  oil  can,   sperm   (2J   pints),   inside    of 

wagon  body. 
1  oil  can,  coal  (3  gallons),  inside  of  wagon 

body. 
1  grindstone,   arbor,   crank,   and    frame 

(iron),  complete,  inside  of  wagon  body. 

1  lunette  prop. 

2  jaokscrewe. 

1  hammer,  sledge,  medium. 
1  anvil  (100  pounds). 

1  vise,  forge. 

2  padlocks  (and  keys). 

saddler's  TOOLS  (CHEST). 

1  saddler's  tool  chest,  handled,  (in  chest 

compartment). 
1  knife,  round. 


1  knife,  shoe. 

1  draw  gauge. 

6  awls,  stitching,  handled  (assorted). 

1  rivet  set  (two  holes). 

1  revolving  punch,  four  tubes,  Nos.  4, 5, 6, 

and  7. 
1  claw  tool. 

1  pair  compasses,  6-inch. 
1  creaser  (wood). 
1  cutting  nippers,  10-inch. 
1  pair  shears,  6-inch  blade. 
1  hammer,  riveting. 
1  edge  tool,  No.  2. 
1  rule  (2-foot),  No.  18  (2-fold). 
1  oilstone. 

1  pliers  (large),  6-inch. 
1  driving  punch.  No.  5. 

1  stitching  horse,  complete. 

2  small  canvas  bags  for  small  stores. 

carpenter's  and  wheelwright's 
tools  (chest). 

1  carpenter's  and  wheelwright's  tool 
chest,  handled  (in  chest  compartment). 

1  brace  with  twelve  bits,  assorted. 

1  drawing  knife,  12-inch. 

1  handsaw,  20-inch. 

1  ripsaw,  26-inch. 

1  hand  ax,  No.  7. 

1  hammer,  claw. 

4  chisels,  framing — J-inch,  1-inch,  1*- 
inch,  and  2-inch. 

3  gouges,  framing — ^-inoh,  1-inch,  li- 
inch. 

1  screw  wrench,  12-inch. 
1  plane,  jack. 
1  plane,  smoothing. 
1  spokeshave. 

1  rule  (2-foot),  No.  72,  4-fold,  Stanley. 
10  brad  awls,  assorted,  with   (and  con- 
tained in)  handle. 
1  square,  trying,  9-inch. 
1  awl,  scribing. 

12  files,  saw,  assorted— 4-inch  and  6-inch. 
1  rasp,  wood,  10-inch. 
1  file,  wood,  10-inch. 
1  oiler,  brass. 
1  oilstone,  8-inch. 
1  gauge. 

1  compasses,  10-inch  wing. 
1  table  vise. 
1  pincers,  small. 

1  mallet,  wood. 

6  auger  bits — i-inch,  ^-iuch,  4-inch,  1- 
inch,  IJ-inoh,  and  l^-inch. 

2  screw-driver  bits— ^-inch  and  f-inch. 
1  patent  auger  handle. 

3  hie  handles,  iron — 4-inch  flat,  4-inch 
round,  5-inch. 

1  linen  tapeline  (Chesterman,  Sheffield), 
100  feet. 

2  small  canvas  bags  for  small  stores. 
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Supplies,  cleaning  material,  spare  parte,  etc.,  in  tattery  wagon  lady. 


[Expendible.] 

2  sides  leather,  bridle  (24  pounds). 

2  sides  leather,  harness  (40  pounds). 

2  pounds  beeswax. 

8  pounds  black  wax. 

36  buckles,  iron,  roller — four  |-inoh,  four 

f-inch,  eighteen  ^-inch,  four  1-inoh,  two 

li-inoh,  and  four  IJ-inch. 

2  papers  tacks,  copper. 

3  papers  tacks,  iron — one  8-ounoe,  one 
12-ounoe,  and  one  18-ounce. 


3  pounds  rivets  and  burrs,  copper — one 
l-incb  No.  10  belt,  one  |-inoh  No.  10 
belt,  and  one  1-inch  No.  8  oval  head. 

5  pounds  thread,  shoe,  No.  10. 

5  needles,  collar. 

50  needles,  saddler's,  assorted. 

4  thimbles. 

10  pounds  nails. 

1  gross  wood  screws. 

6  pieces  sash  cord,  braided  (13J  pounds). 
3  gallons  coal  oil. 

50  pounds  wheel  grease. 


Material  for  cleaning  and  preservation. 


[Expendible.] 

4  gallons  neatsfoot  oil  (2  cans). 

2i  pints  sperm  oil. 

20  pounds  harness  soap. 

10  pounds  sponge. 

4  quires  sandpaper. 

6  quires  emery  cloth. 

2  pounds  rotten  stone. 

25  pounds  tripoli. 


SPARE  PARTS — GUN. 

[Expendible.] 

4  carrier  latch  pins. 

8  earner  latch-pin  springs. 

2  gas  check  pads. 

4  steel  split  rings. 

SPARE   PARTS — CARRIAGE. 
[Expendible  parts  marked.  ]  * 

1  bow-spring  brake. 

2  singletrees. 
1  doubletree. 

1  neck  yoke. 
4  pole  pads.* 
6  linchpins.* 

4  linch  washers.  * 

4  ammunition  chest  bolts  and  nuts." 
4  turnbuckles  for  ammunition  chests.* 
4  breech-strap  eye  washers.* 

2  nuts  for   assembling    bolts   for    lazy 
tongs.  * 

4  shoes  for  caisson  brakes.  * 
4  lid  props.* 
4  lid  prop-plate  pivots.* 
1  pintle  key  and  chain.  * 

SPARE  PARTS — HARNESS. 

[Expendible  parts  marked.  ]  * 

6  breast  straps. 

6  bridles  and  bits,  artillery. 

4  collars,  steel. 

8  girths,  hair,  artillery,  4  whel,  4  lead. 

6  halters,  artillery. 

50  halter  straps. " 

34  m  a 


6  martingales  with  cincha  straps. 

2  neck-yoke  pads.  * 

10  surcingles,  Nos.  1, 2,  and  3,  as  called 

for. 
4  traces,  lead,  artillery. 

traces,  wheel,  artillery. 

SPARE   PARTS — STEEL   COLLAR. 

[Expendible.] 

2  trace  plates. 

4  draft  springs. 

4  pad  hooks. 

2  pad  bolts  and  unts. 

2  nuts  for  pad  bolts. 

2  buckle  latches. 

6  buckle  springs. 

6  bolts  and  nuts  for  top  connection. 

4  nuts  for  top-connection  bolts. 

6  bolts  and  nuts  for  bottom  of  collar. 

2  collar  wrenches. 

4  nuts  for  bottom  bolts. 

6  bolts  and  nuts  for  extension. 

4  nuts  for  extension  bolts. 

6  bolts  and  nuts  for  trace  plate. 

4  nuts  for  trace-plate  bolts. 

12  back  straps. 

8  back  strap  connections. 

6  collar  pads,  canvas. 

TOOLS  AND  IMPLEMENTS. 
[Expendible  parts  marked.]  * 

3  gunner's  gimlets. 
3  vent  punches. 

3  priming  wires. 

4  fuse  punches. 

24  fuse-punch  pins.* 

1  obturator  spindle-nut  wrench. 
4  whips,  artillery. 

2  pickax  handles.* 
2  ax  helves.  * 

4  short  rammers  and  sponges,  combined. 

1  sponge  and  rammer,  jointed. 

2  sponge  heads   and    sponges  for  short 
rammers  and  sponges,  combined.  * 

1  rammer  head  for  short  rammers  and 
sponges,  combined." 

2  sponge  heads  and  sponges  for  jointed 
sponge  and  rammer.  * 

1  rammer  head  for  jointed  sponge  and 
rammer.' 
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Material  for  cleaning  and  preservation — Continued. 


ON  UMBER  OV    FORGE   AND   BATTERY 
WAGON. 

1  neck  j'oke. 

1  donbletree. 

2  singletrees. 

2  paulins  (12  feet  by  12  feet). 

2  watering  buckets,  canvas  folding,  iu 
footboard  compartment. 

1  wheel  grease  can,  in  footboard  com- 
partment. 

1  wheel  grease-can  knife,  in  footboard 
compartment. 

1  canvas  coal  bag  (3  bushels). 

200  pounds  horseshoes,  in  chest. 

50  pounds  horseshoe  nails,  in  chest. 

blacksmith's  tools  (forge  chest). 

1  forge,  portable,  Empire  (modified  for 
Army  use). 

2  aprons  (leather),  smith's. 
1  hammer,  hand,  handled. 
1  hammer,  riveting. 

1  hammer,  shoeing. 
1  pair  toDgs,  for  holding  J-inch  iron. 
1  pair  tongs,  for  holding  J-inch  iron. 
1  pair  tongs,  smith's,  11-inch. 


1  chisel,  handled  (for  cutting  hot  iron). 

1  chisel,  handled  (for  cutting  cold  iron). 

1  fore  punch  and  creaser  (on  one  handle). 

1  chisel,  hand,  cold. 

1  pritchel. 

1  shoeing  rasp,  16-inch. 

1  flat  bastard  rile,  12-inoh. 

1  round  punch,  hand. 

1  hardie. 

1  screw  wrench,  12-inch. 

2  shoeing  knives. 
1  toe  knife. 

1  shoeing  pincers. 
1  clinching  iron. 
1  nail  punch. 

1  rule  (2-foot),  wood,  4-fold,  No.  72,  Stan- 
ley. 
1  square,  steel. 
1  oiler,  brass. 

1  shoeing  box  (sole  leather). 
1  file  handle,  iron,  6- inch. 
1  wrench,  small,  for  forge. 
1  fire  rake. 

1  fire  shovel. 

2  sjnall  canvas  bags,  for  nails  and  small 
stores. 

1  padlock  (and  key). 


Equipment  for  the  personnel  of  a  light  battery  of  six  guns. 


121  revolvers. 
121  pistol  holsters. 

121  cartridge  boxes  or  pouches  for  revolv- 
ers. 
13  sabers,  light  artillery. 
Saber  belts,  complete — 

13  saber  belts. 

13  saber  attachments. 

13  belt  plates. 
108  waist  belts  and  plates. 
21  saddles,  complete. 
21  saddlebags,  pairs. 
100  saddle  blankets. 
21  spurs,  pairs. 
21  spur  straps,  pairs. 
21  bridles,  curb. 
100  bridles,  watering. 
50  currycombs. 
20  girths  or  cinchas,  extra. 

This  order  will  take  the  place  of  General  Orders,  No.  41,  current  series,  which  is 
revoked. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


100  halter  headstalls.  )  Making  halters 

100  halter  straps.         J      complete. 

50  horse  brushes. 

100  lariats. 

22  links. 

100  nosebags. 

100  picket  pins. 

100  surcingles. 

121  canteens. 

121  canteen  straps. 

121  haversacks. 

121  haversack  straps. 

121  knapsacks,  light  artillery. 

121  knives. 

121  forks. 

121  spoons. 

121  meat  cans. 

121  tin  cups. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

V  Ad.jutant-Gbneral's  Office, 

No.  68.  )  Washington,  June  IS,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  movements  are  ordered  in  con- 
nection with  the  organization  and  recruitment  of  the  brigade  of  Volunteer  Engineers; 

FIRST  REGIMENT. 

1.  The  headquarters  of  the  First  Regiment  of  United  States  Volunteer  Engineera 
are  provisionally  established  at  New  York  City  (335  Broadway),  at  which  point  tha 
colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  majors  will  take  station. 


MAJOR-GENERAL   COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  531 

2.  Majs.  John  S.  Sewell,  Lonis  Duncan,  and  James  D.  Fergerson;  Capts.  Ira  A. 
Shaler,  Eugene  EUicott,  Merrit  H.  Smith,  Azel  Ames,  jr.,  Arthur  Haviland,  Charles 
Parker  Breese,  and  First  Lieut.  Joseph  A.  Steinmetz  will  act  as  recruiting  officers 
for  the  regiment,  under  instructions  of  the  regimental  commander. 

3.  Recruiting  offices  will  he  established  at  Boston,  Mass. ;  New  York  City,  N.  Y. ; 
Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Norfolk,  Va. ;  and  the  following  assignment  of 
recruiting  officers  is  made : 

To  the  Boston  office:  Maj.  John  S.  Sewell  and  Capt.  Azel  Ames,  jr. 

To  the  New  York  office:  Maj.  James  D.  Fergerson  and  Capt.  Ira  A.  Shaler. 

To  the  Philadelphia  office:  Capt.  Eugene  Ellicott  and  First  Lieut.  Joseph  A. 
Steinmetz. 

To  the  Baltimore  office :  Maj.  Louis  Duncan  and  Capt.  Arthur  Haviland. 

To  the  Norfolk  office:  Capt.  Charles  Parker  Breese. 

Recruits  for  this  regiment  will  be  examined  by  the  surgeons  attached  to  the  United 
States  recruiting  offices  at  the  respective  points  above  named,  or  by  a  surgeon  of  the 
regiment,  under  the  instructions  governing  the  medical  examinations  of  recruits. 

4.  The  rendezvous  for  the  regiment  is  established  at  Camp  Townseud,  near  Peeks- 
kill,  N.  Y.,  the  governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  having  assented  to  its  use. 

5.  Recruits  who  have  passed  a  medical  examination  will  be  forwarded  in  detach- 
ments to  Camp  Townsend,  at  whfch  point  they  will  be  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  as  rapidly  as  companies  aud  battalions  are  organized. 

6.  Maj  James  B.  Burbank,  Fifth  Artillery,  Is  hereby  detailed  as  mustering  officer 
for  the  regiment;  he  will  also  act  as  quartermaster  and  commissary,  for  the  purpose 
of  subsisting  the  recruits  from  the  time  of  their  enroUmeut  to  the  lime  of  rendezvous, 
and  for  their  transportation  from  the  place  of  enrollment  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
Upon  receipt  of  this  order,  Major  Burbank  will  communicate  by  telegraph  with  the 
colonel  of  the  regiment,  and  thereafter  will  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to 
PeekskiU  at  such  time  as  companies  and  battiilious  may  be  ready  for  muster  in. 

The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

7.  The  Subsistence  Department  will  contract  for  the  subsistence  of  the  men  of  this 
regiment  at  Camp  Townsend,  at  a  price  not  to  exceed  40  cents  per  day  per  man, 
until  the  muster  in  of  the  regiment  has  been  completed,  after  which  it  will  be  regu- 
larly supplied  with  rations  in  kind. 

SECOND  REGIMENT. 

1.  The  headquarters  of  the  Second  Regiment  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers 
are  provisionally  established  at  Chicago,  HI.  (1637  Indiana  avenue),  at  which  point 
the  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel.  Major  Savage,  and  Major  Pinckard  will  take  station. 

2.  Recruiting  offices  will  be  established  at  Springfield,  Ohio;  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 
Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Chicago,  HI. ;  St.  Paul,  Minn. ;  Omaha,  Nebr. ;  Denver,  Colo. ; 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah ;  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  and  Portland,  Oreg.,  to  which  recruiting 
officers  or  agents  will  be  assigned  by  the  regimental  commander. 

5.  The  rendezvous  for  the  first  and  second  battalions  of  the  regiment  is  established 
at  Fort  Sheridan,  near  Chicago,  111. ;  for  the  third  battalion  at  the  Presidio  of  San 
Francisco,  Cal. 

4.  Maj.  Richard  H.  Savage  will  proceed  from  Chicago,  111.,  to  Springfield,  Ohio; 
Cincinnati,  Ohio ;  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  and  Fort  Sheridan,  111.  Maj.  Edward  L.  Pinck- 
ard from  Chicago,  111.,  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Omaha,  Nebr.;  and  Fort  Sheridan,  111. 
Maj.  William  C.  Langfitt  from  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  to  Portland,  Oreg. ;  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  DeEver,  Col.,  and  return  to  San  Francisco.  Capt.  Robert  P.  Johnston 
from  Key  West,  Fla.,  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  and  thence  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  all 
on  duty  connected  with  the  recruitment  of  the  regiment  under  instructions  from  the 
regimental  commander. 

Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Burr  will  proceed  to  Fort  Sheridan,  111.,  and  report  to  the  regi- 
mental commander. 

First  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Parker,  quartermaster,  will  proceed  from  Washington,  D.  C, 
to  Fort  Sheridan,  111.,  and  report  to  his  regimental  commander  for  duty. 

5.  Capt.  CM.  Rockefeller,  Ninth  Infantry,  is  hereby  detailed  as  mustering  officer 
for  the  companies  recruited  at  Springfield,  Ohio ;  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  which  will  form  the  first  battalion;  First  Lieut.  C.  C.  Ballou,  Twelfth  Infantry, 
for  the  companies  recruited  at  Chicago,  111.;  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  Omaha,  Nebr., 
which  will  form  the  second  battalion ;  First  Lieut.  John  M.  Barber,  Seventh  Infantry, 
for  the  company  at  Denver,  Colo. ;  First  Lieut.  W.  R.  Dashiell,  Twenty-fourth  Infan- 
try, for  the  company  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah ;  First  Lieut.  D.  J.  Rumbough,  Third 
Artillery,  for  the  company  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  Second  Lieut.  Kenneth  Morton, 
Third  Artillery,  for  the  company  at  Portland,  Oreg.,  which  four  last-named  compa- 
nies will  form  the  third  battalion  ;  they  will  nlso  act  as  quartermaster  aud  commis- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  subsisting  the  recruits  from  the  time  of  their  enrollment  to 
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the  time  of  muster  in,  aud  for  their  transportation  from  the  place  of  enrollment  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous.  Upon  receipt  of  this  order  the  mustering  officers  ahove 
named  will  coinmunicate  by  telegraph  with  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  and  there- 
after will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  such  points  as  the  colonel  may 
indicate,  and  at  which  a  body  of  recruits,  approximating  the  size  of  a  company,  is 
awaiting  muster-in  to  the  United  States  service.  A  surgeon  or  an  assistant  surgeon 
oi  the  regiment  will  also  proceed  with  the  mustering  officers  to  the  said  points. 

6.  As  soon  as  a  company  has  been  organized  and  mustered  into  service  the  muster- 
ing officer  will  direct  its  transportation  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  of  the  battalion 
of  which  it  is  to  be  a  part.  For  this  purpose  the  mustering  offisers  will  provide 
themselves  with  the  necessary  transportation  requests  and  other  blanks  an^  will 
make  timely  requisition  for  such  travel  rations  as  may  be  necessary.  Commanding 
officers  of  regiments  will  so  arrange  their  itinerary  as  to  involve  as  little  travel  as 
possible. 

The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Ofi'ICE, 

No.  70.  >  Washington,  June  16, 1898. 

#*##**  J* 

II.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  paragraph  is  added  to  the 
Regulations,  viz : 

1349a.  So  far  as  relates  to  disbursements  at  the  Philippine  Islands  and  other 
points,  including  Alaska,  beyond  the  boundary  of  the  United  States  proper,  and  for 
the  convenience  of  the  paymaster  in  obtaining  ready  money,  as  well  as  for  the 
accommodation  of  both  officers  and  men  at  such  distant  places,  a  check  may  be 
drawn  for  a  portion  of  the  pay  due  the  soldier  (or  officer),  in  which  case  it  will  be 
drawn  in  favor  of  the  soldier  (or  officer),  and  the  object  or  purpose  will  be  stated 

as  "part  pay  for  month  of ;"  if  for  any  sum  which  the  soldier  (or  officer) 

may  desire  in  exchange  for  money  after  he  has  been  paid,  the  check  will  be  drawn 
by  the  paymaster  in  favor  of  himself  and  indorsed  by  him  payable  to  the  order  of 
the  soldier  (or  officer),  and  the  object  or  purpose  will  be  stated  as  "to  obtain  cash 
to  make  payments  at  a  distance  from  a  depository." 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  COKBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


[Circular  letter.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  19, 1898. 

supplementary  instructions  to  mustering  officer. 

The  following  instructions,  supplementary  to  the  "  Instructions  to  mustering  offi- 
cers" of  April  22,  1898,  are  published  for  the  guidance  of  mustering  officers  and  for 
the  information  of  all  concerned. 

1.  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  muster-in  of  volunteer  organizations,  the  officers 
and  men,  when  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  are  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  mustering  officer,  who  is  executing  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

2.  The  enlistment  (enrollment)  of  all  men  will  hereafter  be  made  on  the  blank  form 
(A.  G.  O.  No.  8,  Vols.)  "  Description,  physical  record,  and  enlistment,"  which  will  be 
supplied  by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  to  the  governors  of  States  for  the  use 
of  duly  authorized  persons  in  organizing  companies  of  volunteers  for  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  The  "Description"  on  the  blank  will  be  filled  in  by  the  recruit- 
ing or  enrolling  officer,  and  the  "Physical  record,"  after  a  careful  medical  examina- 
tion has  been  made  of  the  man,  by  the  authorized  examining  surgeon  before  the 
organization  leaves  the  place  of  enlistment,  as  the  United  States  will  not  assume  any 
expense  for  subsistence  or  transportation  to  the  State  or  regimental  rendezvous 
unless  this  requirement  is  strictly  complied  with. 

The  blank  form  will  also  be  used  for  the  description  and  physical  record  of  all 
officers. 
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3.  No  minor  will  be  enlisted  without  the  written  consent  of  parents,  or  a  legally 
appointed  guardian,  and  the  certificate  on  the  blank  form  (A.  G.  O.  No.  8,  Vols.) 
"Description  physical  record  and  enlistment"  must  be  properly  filled  in  and  signed. 

4.  When  there  is  no  medical  officer  of  the  Army  (regular  or  volunteer)  available 
to  examine  the  men,  the  mustering  officer  will  employ  the  services  of  a  physician  of 
well-established  capacity  and  character  to  make  the  required  medical  examination 
of  each  officer  and  man  presented  for  enlistment  at  a  rate  of  compensation  not 
exceeding  40  cents  for  each  man  examined,  and  he  will  prepare  the  accounts  for  such 
examinations  in  accordance  with  paragraph  1458,  Army  Regulations,  on  forms  sup- 
plied by  the  Surgeon-General. 

The  medical  officer  will  examine  the  men  stripped  in  the  presence  of  the  mustering 
officer. 

5.  The  muster-in  of  organizations  will,  as  a  rule,  take  place  at  the  State  or  regi- 
mental rendezvous  designated  by  the  governor  of  the  State,  but  when  the  number  of 
companies  called  for  from  a  State  is  less  that  a  battalion  the  mustering  officer  will 
muster-in  the  companies  at  the  places  of  their  organization,  provided  that  the  com- 
panies are  at  least  of  the  minimum  strength  authorized  by  law,  or  by  regulations  or 
special  directions  of  the  War  Department.  The  officers  of  a  company  present  for 
duty  will  not  be  mustered  into  service  until  the  company  organization  is  completed 
and  they  will  then  be  mustered  with  it. 

6.  The  enlistment  papers  of  the  officers  and  men  accepted  into  service  will  be  for- 
warded by  the  mustering  officer  with  a  copy  of  the  muster-in  roll  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army. 

7.  The  company  muster-in  rolls  will  be  used  for  the  field  staff  and  band,  which 
latter,  if  organized,  will  be  taken  from  the  strength  of  the  regiment,  as  provided 
for  by  paragraph  245,  Army  Regulations.  The  officers'  muster-in  roll  will  be  used 
for  the  muster  of  individual  officers. 

8.  The  "  Description,  physical  record,  and  enlistment"  blanks  of  the  officers  and 
enlisted  men  of  each  company,  etc.,  will  be  arranged  in  the  order  in  which  their 
names  are  to  appear  on  the  muster-in  rolls.  The  description,  etc.,  of  each  officer 
and  enlisted  man  will  be  transcribed  to  the  roll  from  the  enlistment  paper.  The 
columns  under  the  head  of  "Enrolled"  should  not  be  filled  in  on  the  muster  roll  in 
the  cases  of  officers,  their  entry  into  service  being  governed  by  date  of  muster-in 
anil  not  by  date  of  enrollment.  The  examining  surgeon  will  comply  with  the  note 
on  muster-in  rolls  relative  to  noting  in  the  column  for  remarks  on  roll  of  all  defects 
discovered  in  the  medical  examination,  not  sufficient  to  reject,  but  which  might 
be  aggravated  by  the  soldier's  duties. 

9.  In  addition  to  the  officers  who  may  be  mustered  in  during  the  organization 
of  a  regiment,  as  provided  for  in  paragraph  7  of  the  Mustering  Regulations,  the 
sergeant-major,  quartermaster-sergeant,  and  one  hospital  steward  may  be  mustered 
in  on  the  same  roll,  to  aid  in  recruiting  the  regiment  and  in  other  necessary  business. 

10.  The  services  of  civilian  physicians  engaged  on  boards  for  the  examination  of 
medical  officers,  as  provided  for  in  paragraph  9  of  the  Mustering  Regulations,  cease 
upon  the  completion  of  their  duties  on  such  boards,  and  medical  officers  who  have 
passed  the  required  examinations  will  alone  assist  the  medical  officer  of  the  United 
States  Army  in  the  physical  examination  of  men  of  their  own  and  other  organizations. 

11.  Mustering  officers  will  instruct  the  officers  of  the  commands  mustered  into  the 
service  by  them  as  to  the  manner  in  which  requisitions  are  made  upon  the  supply 
di'partments  of  the  Army,  and  invite  special  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Army 
Regulations  bearing  on  the  subject. 

12.  A  careful  reading  of,  and  compliance  with,  the  notes  and  instructions  printed 
on  the  enlistment  blank  and  muster-in  roll  is  enjoined  on  all  concerned. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CORBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

\  AJdjutant-Gbneral's  Office, 

No.  75.  )  Washington,  June «,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  is  published  for  the  informa- 
tion and  guidance  of  officers  of  the  Volunteer  Army  of  the  United  States  in  accounting 
for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  which  may  in  any  manner  come  into  their  posses- 
sion, and  their  careful  attention  is  invited  thereto: 

All  officers  of  the  Army  to  whom  ordnance  property  is  issued,  or  who  may  other- 
wise come  into  possession  of  such  property,  are  required  to  make  quarterly  returns 
thereof  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  the 
following  dates,  each  year,  namely : 

March  31,  June  30,  September  30,  and  December  31. 
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Should  an  officer  resign  or  be  relieved  from  command,  and  transfer  Ms  responsi- 
bility before  any  of  these  date8,he  will, in  such  case,  render  a  closing  return  showing 
the  transaction  for  part  of  the  quarter,  embracing  the  period  from  his  last  return 
to  the  date  of  said  transfer.  The  receipt  of  the  officer  succeeding  him  in  command 
for  the  property  on  hand  will  be  a  voucher  to  said  return. 

Property  returns  should  exhibit  in  detail  the  transactions  that  take  place  during 
the  period  for  which  they  are  rendered.  All  stores  invoiced  to  or  received  by  an 
officer  should  be  entered  on  the  debit  side  of  the  return,  according  to  the  date  of  the 
invoice  or  other  voucher,  which  should  be  numbered  1,  2,  3,  etc. 

Where  stores  are  received  without  invoices  they  are  taken  up  on  the  return  per 
statement  or  certificate  of  the  accounting  officer  as  to  how  they  came  into  his  posses- 
sion. Stores  captured  from  the  enemy,  picked  up  on  the  march,  or  found  in  camp, 
are  accounted  for  in  the  same  manner. 

Every  entry  on  the  face  of  the  return  should  have  a  corresponding  voucher, 
whether  it  be  an  invoice,  certificate,  or  statement  authenticating  the  transaction. 

All  stores  disposed  of,  whether  issued,  condemned,  lost  in  action,  expended,  or 
charged  against  enlisted  men  on  muster  and  pay  rolls,  should,  in  like  manner,  be 
entered  on  the  credit  side  of  the  return,  vouched  for  and  dropped  accordingly. 

Before  charging  an  enlisted  man  with  the  money  value  of  stores  lost  or  damaged, 
there  should  be  clear  proof  of  carelessness  or  neglect  on  his  part.  Should  the 
soldier  admit  the  justice  of  the  charge  when  signing  the  rolls  it  will,  however,  be 
deemed  sufficient  warrant  for  making  it,  without  further  proof  or  inquiry.  In  aU 
cases  where  charges  are  made,  a  statement  thereof  should  be  sent  with  the  return 
from  which  the  stores  are  dropped,  enumerating  the  stores  charged,  giving  the 
names  of  the  enlisted  men,  amounts  charged,  date  of  the  rolls,  with  remarks  opposite 
each  name  stating  how  the  stores  were  disposed  of,  whether  lost  through  neglect, 
damaged,  or  otherwise. 

Stores  lost  in  action  should  be  accounted  for  by  the  certificate  of  the  responsible 
officer,  setting  forth  the  date  and  place  •f  the  engagement  au'l  the  attendant  circum- 
stances, and  the  affidavit  of  one  or  more  enlisted  men  cognizant  of  the  facts,  to  the 
effect  that  the  loss  was  unavoidable,  having  been  caused  by  an  attack  of  the  enemy 
in  superior  force,  which  could  not  be  resisted,  or  like  event.  In  such  cases  the 
details  of  the  engagement  are  given,  including  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  etc. 

Stores  abandoned  for  want  of  transportation  must  be  accounted  for  by  the  certih- 
cate  of  the  responsible  officer  as  to  the  facts,  supported  by  the  order  of  the  officer 
directing  such  action,  as  also  by  the  certificate  of  the  quartermaster,  whose  duty  it 
was  to  furnish  transportation,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do  so.  Such  trans- 
actions are  only  allowed  upon  conclusive  proof  that  the  loss  sustained  was  wholly 
unavoidable. 

When  stores  become  unserviceable  or  unfit  for  use,  they  should  be  submitted  for 
the  action  of  an  inspector  and  disposed  of  as  directed,  a  copy  of  the  inventory  and 
inspection  report  being  sent  with  the  property  return  as  a  voucher.  Surplus'serv- 
iceable  stores  can,  however,  be  turned  over  to  the  nearest  ordnance  officer  upon 
order  of  the  department  or  other  commander. 

Stores  expended,  such  as  ammunition  and  material  used  in  repairs  or  completion 
of  arms  and  accouterments,  are  dropped  from  the  return  on  abstract  of  expenditures 
signed  by  the  responsible  officers. 

Where  the  vouchers  exceed  the  number  of  lines  on  the  debit  or  credit  side  of  the 
return  an  abstract  should  be  made,  embracing  thereon  all  the  transactions  and  the 
aggregate  of  the  stores  taken  up  on  the  return  or  dropped  therefrom  accordingly. 

To  illustrate  the  method  of  preparing  a  quarterly  return,  a  sample  copy  is  appended 
hereto,  showing  the  transactions  likely  to  occur  in  a  company  or  other  organization. 
The  principle  can  be  applied  to  any  kind  of  return,  and  will,  if  adhered  to,  enable 
officers  to  promptly  render  their  returns,  thus  avoiding  delay  in  the  final  settlement 
of  their  accounts. 

Failure  to  make  returns  as  herein  stated  will  subject  officers  to  stoppage  from  their 
pay  of  the  money  value  of  the  property  issued  to  them  by  the  United  States.  All 
such  delinquencies  will  be  promptly  reported,  in  order  that  the  United  States  may 
be  reimbursed  for  said  property. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 
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Quarterly  return  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  uteres  received,  issued,  and  remaining  on  hand 
in  Company  A,  First  Regiment  of  Alabama  Volunteers,  for  the  quarter  ended  June  30, 
1898. 


1 

§ 

o 

o 

1 

Second  quarter,1898. 

Class    TI.— 
Small  arms, 
rifles,revolv- 
ers,  etc. 

Class  V 11.— Equipments. 

Class  VIIL 
— Ammu- 
nition. 

Date. 

1 
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- 
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« 

60 
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80 

5 
10 

15 

5 

t4 
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60 
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5 
10 

15 
5 
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a 

60 
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80 

5 

15 
5 

03 
J 

a) 
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20 
80 

6 
15 

t 

i 

60 
20 

80 

5 
15 

CO 
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60 
20 
80 

5 

15 

!■ 
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s 

a 

6 

60 
20 
80 

5 
15 

a 

't. 

a 
a 

60 
20 
80 

oi 

i 

h 

M 

60 

20 

— 

80 

i 
1 

60 
20 
80 

g 

c3 

U 

1 

60 
20 
80 

5 
15 

a. 
g 

H 

60 
20 
80 

5 
15 

i 
I 

60 
20 
80 

5 
15 
20 
60 

CD 

M 

60 
20 
80 

5 
15 

20 
60 

to 

60 
20 
80 

5 
15 
20 
60 

1 

Is 

- 

- 

1898. 
Apr.  20 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

Eeceived  from  the 
governor  of  Ala- 

60 

20 
80 

= 

= 

0,000 
2,000 
8,000 

May  25 

Eeceived  from 
Lt.  W.  S.  Pierce, 
Ordnance     De- 
partment  

Total  to  be 
accounted 
for 

Issued  to  Lieut.  J. 
S.Prinoe,  Second 
Alabama  Volun- 

- 

28 

5 

5 
15 

5 
15 

5 
15 

500 
1,500 

June    2 

Oondemned     and 
dropped  by  order 
of  inspector 

5 
18 

Expended,  as  ab- 
stract   

Lost    in     action- 
battle  of  Havan  a . 

Charged  on  muster 
and  pay  rolls,  as 
per  statement. . . 

Total  issued 
and    ex- 
pended   

Kemaining 
on   hand 
to   be  ac- 
counted 
for  on  next 
return 

15 
1 

21 
59 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

— 

— 

35 

35 

25 

20 
60 

20 
60 

20 
60 

20 
60 

20 
60 

20 
60 

20 
60 

20 
60 

20 
60 

2,000 

45 

45 

55 

6,000 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  return  exhibits  a  correct  state  of  the  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  pertaining  to  Company  A,  First  Alabama  Volunteers,  in  my  charge, 
during  the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1898. 

Captain  Commanding  Company  A,  First  Alabama  Volunteers. 
(Station:)  Tampa,  Fj^.,  June  SO,  1898. 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Akmy, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  76.  )  Washington,  June  ZZ,  1898. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  allowance  of  horses  for 
mounts,  wheel  transportation,  tentage,  etc.,  for  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army 
in  the  field  is  authorized : 

Morses  or  mounts. 


H.S. 


A.  H.  S. 


Privates. 


To  each 
To  each 
To  each 
To  each 
To  eafih 
To  each 
To  each 
To  each 
To  each 
To  each 


regiment  of  infantry 

artillery  battalion  (3  light  batteries)  . 

cavalry  regiment 

corps  headquarters 

division  headquarters 

brigade  headquarters 

division  ambulance  company 

corps  reserve  ambnlance  company  . . . 

division  field  hospital 

corps  reserve  hospital 


1 
1 

2 
2 
1 
1 
12 
12 
6 


WHEEL  TRANSPORTATION. 

One  ambulance  to  400  men  of  the  effective  force.     One  4-horse  wagon  to  600  men 
of  the  effective  force.     One  4-horse  wagon  to  each  brigade. 


For  each  ambulance  company:  Seventeen  common  tents  for  privates,  2  common 
tents  for  noncommissioned  officers. 

For  each  division  field  hospital:  Fifteen  common  tents  for  privates,  2  common 
tents  for  noncommissioned  officers,  1  common  tent  for  supplies,  hospital  tents  on  a 
basis  of  6  patients  (beds)  to  each  tent. 

Hand  litters,  with  slings,  to  be  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department :  One 
for  each  company,  2  for  each  ambulance. 

Requisitions  for  the  necessary  articles  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  tools,  etc., 
will  be  based  on  the  official  allowances  for  companies  of  infantry. 

Requisitions  for  the  before-mentioned  supplies  will  be  sent  in  separately  for 
divisions,  with  statement  whether  or  not  the  division  organization  is  complete. 

Horses  and  wheel  transportation  will  be  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, and  horse  equipments  by  the  Ordnance  Department. 

II.  Commanding  generals  of  army  corps  are  directed  to  detail,  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  chief  surgeons  of  corps,  two  line  officers  not  above  the  grade  of  first  lieutenant 
for  duty  as  acting  assistant  quartermasters  with  the  medical  service  of  each  division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  82.  )  Washington,  June  ^7,  1898. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  attention  of  commanding  generals  of 
army  corps  in  the  field  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
June  2,  1898  (General  Orders,  No.  62,  June  3,  1898,  from  this  office),  fixes  the  number 
of  hospital  stewards,  Hospital  Corps,  United  States  Army,  at  200,  and  that  owing  to 
the  number  of  hospital  stewards  now  on  duty  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  army  corps 
in  the  field,  10  only  will  be  available  for  duty  with  each  army  corps,  which  number 
under  the  law  can  not  be  exceeded. 

It  is  important  that  it  should  be  fully  understood  that  the  hospital  stewards  mus- 
tered in  with  each  volunteer  regiment  can  be  detached  from  their  regiments  and 
assigned  to  duty  at  the  discretion  of  the  commanding  generals  of  army  corps. 

II.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  is  published  to  the  Army 
for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned : 

During  the  existing  war  the  commanding  officers  of  engineer  companies,  who  are 
serving  with  their  companies,  away  from  the  headquarters  of  the  battalion  of  regu- 
lar engineers,  are  authorized  to  appoint  sergeants,  corporals,  and  first-class  privates 
of  their  companies,  and,  when  necessary,  to  reduce  such  enlisted  men  to  the  lower 
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grades.  This  authority,  however,  will  not  affect  the  status  of  enlisted  men  who  are 
not  serving  with  these  companies. 

Noncdmmissioned  officers  of  permanent  independent  volunteer  batteries  or  com- 
panies will  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officers  thereof  and  will  be  furnished 
with  a  certificate  of  rank  signed  by  the  battery  or  company  commander.  When 
these  organizations  are  independent  only  temporarily,  the  commanding  officer  will 
make  temporary  appointments  of  noncommissioned  officers  and  the  permanent  ap- 
pointments will  be  made  in  the  regular  way  when  they  are  formed  into  regiments. 

III.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  men  who  are  sick  in  the  division  or 
brigade  hospitals  of  their  command,  at  date  of  muster,  will  be  mustered  on  the 
muster  rolls  and  the  pay  rolls  of  the  organization  to  which  they  belong  as  "  present," 
with  the  remark  "sick  in  division  or  brigade  hospital."  If  the  organization  to 
which  they  belong  be  detached  from  the  corps,  division,  or  brigade,  they  will  bp 
mustered  on  detachment  rolls  (Form  No.  2),  a  separate  roll  being  prepared  for  each 
regiment.  (See  Note  1  on  the  rolls  and  A.  E.  785,  the  provisions  of  which  must  be 
strictly  observed.; 


By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 


H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Ofeice, 

No.  84.  >  Washington,  June  29, 1898. 

1.  With  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  an  expenditure  of  not  to  exceed  ten 
rounds  of  ammunition  per  month  for  each  officer  and  enlisted  man  is  hereby  author- 
ized. In  the  training  of  volunteer  troops  great  attention  will  be  given  to  company, 
battalion,  regimental,  and  brigade  drill  and  exercises,  especially  to  such  formations 
and  movements  as  will  render  the  men  rapidly  efficient  for  attack  and  defense, 
marching  in  line  of  battle,  by  the  flank,  changes  of  front,  ploying  and  deploying, 
and  picket  and  outpost  duty.  Especial  instructions  will  be  given  officers  and  men 
in  connection  with  the  formation  and  use  of  advance  and  rear  guards,  as  well  as  in 
the  necessary  precautions  to  be  taken  to  guard  against  surprises  and  ambuscades, 
and  the  use  of  flankers  and  flanking  detachments  and  columns  for  bodies  of  troops 
operating  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  Officers  and  men  will  also  be  instructed  in 
the  General  Rules  for  Fire  Discipline,  commencing  at  paragraph  534,  Infantry  Drill 
Regulations. 

2.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  object  of  all  military  instruction  and  drill 
is  to  teach  officers  and  enlisted  men,  individually  and  as  organizations,  as  quickly  as 
possible,  the  best  methods  of  defeating  the  enemy  with  the  least  sacrifice  of  the  lives 
of  our  men.  In  order  to  insure  this  result,  the  eftective  use  of  firearms  in  battle  is 
necessary,  and  the  rapid  and  thorough  instruction  of  men  in  the  use  of  their  arms 
should  in  every  possible  way  be  expedited. 

3.  The  instruction  of  volunteer  troops  and  recruits  which  has  been  previously 
ordered  by  corps,  division,  and  brigade  commanders  will  include  aiming,  position 
drill,  and  target  practice.  Regimental  schools  of  instruction  for  officers,  under  the 
personal  direction  of  regimental  commanders,  and  schools  of  instruction  for  noncom- 
missioned officers  and  intelligent  privates,  directly  under  the  supervision  of  company 
commanders,  will  be  held  not  less  than  twice  a  week.  Special  inspections  will  be 
made  by  competent  officers  to  determine  the  number  of  men  in  all  organizations  who 
have  not  had  practice  with  their  rifles,  and  such  men  as  have  not  had  this  practice 
will  be  so  instructed  without  delay.  Blank  ammunition  should  be  procured  for  pre- 
liminary firing,  but  where  this  can  not  be  obtained,  actual  practice  with  ball  car- 
tridges will  be  carried  out  at  once,  if  it  can  be  done  with  perfect  safety  to  everybody 
in  and  out  of  the  Army.  Frequent  inspections  will  be  made  to  insure  the  carrying 
out  of  these  instructions,  the  results  of  such  inspections  to  be  duly  reported;  and 
when  for  any  reason  other  than  campaigning  these  instructions  have  not  been  fully 
carried  out,  a  special  report  will  be  made  giving  the  reason  therefor,  which  report 
will  be  transmitted  by  corps  commanders  to  these  headquarters.  The  attention  of 
inspectors-general  is  directed  to  the  carrying  out  of  these  instructions. 

4.  The  Ordnance  Department  is  not  prepared  to  furnish  to  so  large  an  army  as  the 
present  one  all  the  necessary  material  for  target  practice,  such  as  frames,  markers, 
etc.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  these  can  be  improvised,  while  the  Ordnance 
Department  can  furnish,  on  requisition,  paper  targets  that  are  ordinarily  used  for 
this  purpose.  At  permanent  camps  where  an  officer  can  be  detailed  in  charge  of 
rifle  practice,  it  will  be  practicable  to  furnish  all  the  frames  and  other  material 
required,  although  this  can  not  be  done  generally,  and  it  will  be  the  exception  and 
not  the  rule. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H;  C.  CoRBlN,  Adjutant-General. 
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Gesteeal  Orders.  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-Gbnbral's  Office, 

No.  85.  )  Washington,  July  1,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  movements  are  ordered  in 
connection  with  the  organization  and  recruitment  of  the  brigade  of  volunteer  engi- 
neers : 

FIRST  REGIMENT. 

The  headquarters  of  the  First  Regiment  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers  are 
removed  from  New  York  City  to  Camp  Townsend,  near  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  to  which 
point  the  colonel  and  all  officers,  not  otherwise  detached,  will  repair  without  delay. 

The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

THIRD  REGIMENT. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Third  Regiment,  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers,  are 
temporarily  established  at  No.  2728  Pennsylvania  avenue,  Washington,  D.  C,  at 
which  point  the  colonel,  the  majors,  the  regimental  quartermaster,  and  the  regi- 
mental adjutant  will  take  temporary  station. 

Recruiting  offices  will  be  established  at  Richmond,  Va. ;  Charlotte,  N.  C. ;  Savan- 
nah, Ga. ;  Mobile,  Ala. ;  New  Orleans,  La. ;  Austin,  Tex. ;  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex. ; 
Nashville,  Tenu. ;  Louisville,  Ky. ;  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  to  which 
points  recruiting  officers  will  be  assigned  by  the  regimental  commander.  Recruits 
for  the  regiment  will  be  examined  by  the  surgeons  attached  to  United  States  recruit- 
ing offices,  if  there  are  any  at  any  of  the  points  above  named,  or  by  the  surgeon  or 
an  assistant  surgeon  of  the  regiment  or  by  a  local  physician,  under  the  provisions  of 
General  Orders,  No.  71,  June  17,  1898,  from  this  office. 

The  rendezvous  for  the  regiment  is  established  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. 

Lieut.  Col.  Eugene  J.  Spencer  will  proceed  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
and  return;  Maj.  Edgar  Jadwin  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
Austin,  Tex.,  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.,  and  afferson  Barracks,  Mo. ;  Maj.  Henry  C. 
Davis  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Mobile,  A±a.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
and  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. ;  and  Maj.  Willoughby  Walke  from  Washington,  D.  C, 
to  Richmond,  Va.,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.;  all 
on  duty  in  connection  with  the  recruitment  of  the  regiment  under  instructions  from 
the  regimental  commander. 

Recruits  who  have  passed  medical  examination  will  be  forwarded  in  detachments 
to  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  at  which  point  they  will  be  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  as  rapidly  as  companies  are  organized. 

The  recruiting  officers  above  named  will  also  act  as  quartermasters  and  commis- 
saries, for  the  purpose  of  subsisting  the  recruits  from  the  time  of  their  enrollment  to 
the  time  of  rendezvous  and  for  their  transportation  from  the  place  of  enrollment  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous. 

First  Lieut.  Ralph  Harrison,  Second  Cavalry,  is  hereby  detailed  as  mustering 
officer  for  the  regiment. 

The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles. 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  87.  )  Washington,  July  S,  1898. 

I.  The  Army  is  engaged  in  active  service  under  climatic  conditions  which  it  has 
not  before  experienced. 

In  order  that  it  may  perform  its  most  difficult  and  laborious  duties  with  the  least 
practicable  loss  from  sickness,  the  utmost  care  consistent  with  prompt  and  efficient 
service  must  be  exercised  by  all,  especially  by  officers. 

The  history  of  other  armies  has  demonstrated  that  in  a  hot  climate  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  intoxicating  drink  is  essential  to  continued  health  and  efficiency. 

Commanding  officers  of  all  grades  and  officers  of  the  medical  staff  will  carefully 
note  the  effect  of  the  use  of  such  light  beverages — wines  and  beer — as  are  permitted 
to  be  sold  at  the  post  and  camp  exchanges,  and  the  commanders  of  all  independent 
commands  are  enjoined  to  i-estriot,  or  to  entirely  prohibit,  the  sale  of  such  bever- 
ages if  the  welfare  of  the  troops  or  the  interests  of  the  service  require  such  action. 
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In  thiB  most  important  honr  of  the  nation's  liistory  it  is  due  tlie  Government  from 
all  those  in  its  service  that  they  should  not  only  render  the  most  earnest  efforts  for 
its  honor  and  welfare,  hut  that  their  full  physical  and  intellectual  force  should  he 
given  to-  their  public  duties,  uncoutaminated  hy  any  indulgences  that  shall  dim, 
stultify,  weaken,  or  impair  their  faculties  and  strength  in  any  particular. 

Officers  of  every  grade,  by  example  as  well  as  hy  authority,  will  contribute  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  order. 

II,  With  a  view  to  avoid  extreme  suffering  among  wounded  horses  or  mules  on  the 
lield  of  battle,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  a  veterinary  surgeon,  or  some  other  person 
iletailed  by  the  commanding  officer,  will  accompany  troops  in  an  engagement,  whose 
duty  it  will  be  to  put  au  end  to  the  agonies  of  all  horses  or  mules  that  in  his  judg- 
ment are  suffering  to  a  degree  requiring  such  action  on  his  part. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CouBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Offije, 

No.  89.  >  Washington,  July  6,  1898. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Postmaster-General  regarding  the  establishment  of 
a  more  complete  system  for  the  military  mail  service  is  published  for  the  informa- 
tion and  guidance  of  all  concerned,  and  the  suggestions  contained  therein  are 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War : 

Office  OF  the  Postmaster-General, 

Washington,  1).  V.,  June  25,  1898. 

Sir:  With  the  movement  of  troops  and  the  establishment  of  camps  or  places  of 
rendezvous  in  the  existing  war  the  Post-Office  Department  made  such  immediate 
arrangements  for  the  postal  service  in  connection  therewith  as  the  exigencies  required 
and  permitted. 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  opening  of  hostilities  Congress  was  asked  by  this 
Department  to  pass  an  act  making  such  special  provision  and  conferring  such 
authority  as  the  emergency  demanded,  and  Congress  accordingly  passed  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  post-offices  at  military  posts  or  camps," 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith. 

Pursuant  to  this  act,  I  beg  to  invite  your  cooperation  in  the  establishment  of  a 
more  complete  system  for  the  military  mail  service,  and  suggest  the  following  gen- 
eral plan : 

1.  The  Postmaster-General  shall  establish  a,  post-office  or  branch  post-office  at 
every  military  post  or  camp  which  has  been,  or  may  he,  created  during  the  existing 
war. 

2.  Such  post-office  or  branch  post-office  shall  be  under  the  immediate  charge  and 
direction  of  an  official  of  the  postal  service  detailed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Post- 
master-General, and  who  shall  be  designated  as  "Postal  superintendent  in  charge." 

3.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  provide  for  the  designation  of  an  officer  of  the  Regu- 
lar or  Volunteer  Army  attached  to  the  general  heiidquarters  of  the  camp,  who  shall 
represent  the  military  organization  in  its  relations  to  the  postal  service,  and  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  the  postal  superintendent  in  charge  advised  of  the  move- 
ment of  troops  to  and  from  the  camp. 

4.  The  regimental  mail  service  shall  be  in  charge  of  the  adjutants  of  regiments, 
who  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  collection  and  distribution  of  the  mail  within 
the  several  companies.  Such  detail  of  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  shall 
be  made  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose.  Such  persons,  before  entering  upon 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  shall  take  the  oath  prescribed  for  persons  employed  in 
the  postal  service,  and  shall  serve  without  additional  salary,  pay,  or  compensation 
other  than  that  attaching  to  their  rank  and  position  in  the  Army. 

5.  The  Post-Office  Department  will  arrange  to  separate  incoming  army  mail  by 
headquarters,  by  regiments,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  by  companies,  and  deliver  such 
mail,  properly  sacked  or  pouched,  at  such  point  as  shall  be  most  convenient  for  its 
transfer  to  the  military  detail,  where,  under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department,  it 
shall  be  received  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  through  that  department 
delivered  to  the  respective  general  and  regimental  headquarters. 

6.  The  Quartermaster's  Department  shall  also  collect  from  the  general  and  regi- 
mental headquarters  outgoing  mail,  to  be  in  turn  delivered  to  the  employees  of  the 
Post-Office  Department  at  the  point  of  departure. 

7.  The  Post-Office  Department  will  detail  for  each  camp  an  expert  money-order 
clerk,  who  will  give  requisite  bonds  and  be  fully  supplied  from  time  to  time  with 
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postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  postal  cards,  and  other  supplies  and  blanks  of 
whatever  description.  Applications  for  money  orders  within  the  regiments  could  be 
made  out,  and,  with  the  money  accompanying,  could  be  grouped  and  sent  by  a 
properly  authorized  person  to  the  money-order  clerk  at  headquarters,  wljo  would 
issue  regular  money  orders  therefor  and  return  them  through  the  same  channel. 

8.  For  the  more  complete  efficiency  of  this  system,  the  Postmaster-General  will, 
whenever  necessary,  designate  a  post-office  inspector,  or  an  officer  or  employee  of  the 
railway-mail  service,  to  be  associated  with  the  postal  superintendent  in  charge  at 
any  camp,  to  aid  in  the  installation  or  operation  of  the  military-mail  service. 

9.  Whenever  any  military  expedition  shall  be  made,  the  Postmaster-General  will 
detail  a  suflicient  force  of  trained  employees  of  the  postal  service  to  accompany  it, 
and  organize  the  same  system  of  military-mail  service  at  any  camp  that  may  be 
established. 

Under  the  system  thiis  outlined  the  Post-Office  Department  would  keep  the  super- 
vision and  management  of  the  mails;  the  Quartermaster's  Department  would  under- 
take their  transportation  within  the  camp  to  and  from  the  point  of  departure  and 
arrival,  and  the  adjutants  would  be  responsible  for  the  regimental  and  company  col- 
lection and  distribution. 

If  this  plan  meets  your  approval,  I  beg  to  ask  that  yon  will  issue  the  necessary 
orders  for  its  full  and  effective  operation  so  far  as  it  depends  on  the  War  Department 
and  the  military  organization. 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  Emory  Smith,  Postmaster-General. 

The  Secretary  op  War. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.   COEBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

;  No.  93.  )  ITashington,  July  IS,  1898. 

The  following  instructions,  governing  the  equipment  of  volunteer  troops  called  into 
service  under  the  President's  proclamation  of  April  23,  1898,  in  addition  to  those 
contained  in  General  Orders,  No.  33,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  May  5,  1898,  are  published  for  the  information  and  government  of  all  con- 
cerned : 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  provided  it  has  not  already 
been  done,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  volunteer  regiment,  battalion,  or  other 
separate  organization,  shall  convene  a  board  of  officers  of  his  command  to  make 
inventories  of  all  property  received  from  the  governor  of  the  State  or  Territory  to 
which  his  command  was  credited,  and  to  make  report  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  To  prepare  an  itemized  list  of  all  the  United  States  property  received  from  the 
governor,  determine  its  condition  and  value,  and  fix  the  price  (average)  at  which 
each  article  of  clothing  should  be  charged  to  enlisted  men. 

2.  To  make  itemized  lists  of  all  articles  of  State  property  received  from  the  gov- 
ernor for  use  of  the  organization,  and  to  determine  and  report  its  money  value  at  the 
time  the  property  was  received  from  the  State,  including  clothing  issued  to  enlisted 
men. 

Quartermaster's  property  and  ordnance  property  should  be  borne  on  separate 
nventories,  and  the  reports  of  the  several  boards,  after  approval  by  the  respective 
commanding  officers,  be  forwarded  direct  to  the  chief  of  the  bureaus  to  which  the 
property  pertains. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  94.  )  Washington,  July  12,  1898. 

1.  The  following  act  of  Congress  is  published  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
all  concerned : 

AN  ACT  directing  tlie  euliatment  of  cooks  in  the  Regular  and  Volunteer  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
directed  to  cause  to  be  enlisted  in  each  company,  battery,  and  troop  in  the  Regular 
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and  Volunteer  armies  of  the  United  States,  as  a  part  of  tlie  authorized  enlisted 
strength  thereof,  under  rules  to  be  prescribed  by  him,  a  competent  person  as  cook, 
■who  shall  take  rank  as  and  be  allowed  the  pay  of  a  corporal  of  tlie  arm  of  the  service 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  whose  duties  in  connection  with  the  preparation  and  serv- 
ing of  the  food  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  company,  battery,  or  troop,  and  with  the 
supervision  and  instruction  of  enlisted  men  hereby  authorized  to  be  detailed  to  assist 
him,  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Army. 
Approved,  July  7,  1898. 

II.  The  following  instructions  are  published,  to  govern  the  enlistment  of  army 
cooks,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  7,  1898 : 

1.  A  candidate  for  enlistment  as  cook  will  be  first  subjected  to  the  required  med- 
ical examination,  and  when  found  qualified  for  enlistment,  both  as  regards  his 
physical  condition  and  his  general  character,  the  recruiting  officer  will  examine  him 
thoroughly  as  to  his  knowledge  of  methods  and  his  skill  in  caring  for,  preparing, 
and  serving  food,  particularly  as  to  the  amount  of  experience  he  has  had  in  cooking 
for  large  bodies  of  men.  The  candidate  will  then  be  required  to  give  a  practical 
exhibition  of  his  ability  to  cook,  and  for  this  purpose  articles  of  the  ration,  in  suita- 
ble amounts,  will  be  issued  to  the  recruiting  offlcer  by  the  nearest  commissary  upon 
requisitions  signed  by  the  recruiting  officer.  No  candidate  will  be  enlisted  as  a 
cook  unless  the  recruiting  officer  be  fully  satisfied  that  he  is  competent  to  perform 
the  duties  required  of  him;  and  in  the  case  of  every  person  thus  enlisted  his  enlist- 
ment paper  will  be  plainly  indorsed,  "Enlisted  as  a  cook."  Men  thus  enlisted  will 
be  accounted  for  as  cooks  in  the  tables  on  thesecond  and  third  folds  of  the  trimonthly 
reports  of  the  recruiting  service. 

2.  The  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  or  other  organization,  in  either  the  Eegu- 
lar  or  the  Volunteer  Army,  is  authorized  to  cause  the  enlistment  of  one  competent 
cook  for  each  company,  troop,  or  battery  of  his  command.  Such  enlistments  will  be 
made,  whenever  practicable,  by  the  recruiting  (or  mustering)  officer  authorized  by 
existing  orders  and  instructions  to  recruit  for  the  command.  Men  thus  enlisted  will 
be  included  in  the  authorized  maximum  eulisted  strength  of  their  companies,  troops, 
or  batteries. 

3.  General-service  recruiting  officers  of  the  Kegular  Army,  in  addition  to  making 
enlistments  of  cooks  for  their  own  regiments  upon  the  request  of  the  commanding 
offi  cers  thereof,  will,  whenever  practicable,  enlist  as  cooks,  for  general  assignment, 
men  possessing  the  requisite  qualilicatious  and  report  them  to  the  Adjutant-General 
of  the  Army  for  assignment  to  companies,  troops,  or  batteries  needing  their  services. 

4.  Mustering  officers  who  are  authorized  to  make  enlistments  in  the  field  for  volun- 
teer organizations  already  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  (Section 
II,  Circular  Letter,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  June  3,  1898),  may  make  enlistments  of 
competent  cooks  to  fill  actual  vacancies  in  such  organizations,  with  the  approval 
of  tlie  department,  corps,  division,  or  district  commander;  and  they  will  be  guided 
in  making  such  enlistments  by  the  instructions  prescribed  in  this  order  to  govern 
recruiting  officers. 

5.  The  commanding  general  of  a  department  or  corps  may,  when  found  necessary, 
authorize  officers  detailed  from  his  command  to  recruit  for  one  volunteer  organiza- 
tion serving  therein,  to  make  enlistments  of  cooks  to  fill  actual  vacancies  in  other 
volunteer  organizations  of  his  command.  Department  and  corps  commanders  may, 
at  the  request  of  commanding  officers  concerned,  transfer  cooks  from  one  organiza- 
tion to  another  within  their  respective  commands,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a 
surplus  in  one  organization  and  of  filling  vacancies  in  another. 

6.  An  enlisted  man  already  in  service  and  desiring  to  serve  as  a  cook  may  be 
appointed  and  rated  as  such  upon  his  own  application,  if  in  the  opinion  of  his 
immediate  commanding  officer,  as  the  result  of  a  practical  test,  he  is  sufficiently 
proficient.  Such  appointments  will  be  made  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  com- 
pany noncommissioned  officers. 

7.  Only  one  cook  is  authorized  by  law  for  each  company,  troop  or  battery,  and 
every  care  must  be  exercised  by  commanding  officers,  through  communication  with 
their  recruiting  officers  and  with  department  or  corps  headquarters,  to  prevent 
exceeding  this  allowance.  Should  there  be  an  excess  of  cooks,  from  any  cause,  in 
an  organization  the  fact  will  be  at  once  reported  to  the  department  or  corps  com- 
mander, with  a  view  to  the  transfer  of  the  surplus  cooks  to  other  organizations  in 
which  there  may  be  vacancies  therefor. 

8.  Cooks  will  be  duly  accounted  for  as  such  on  all  muster  rolls  and  returns.  The 
number  required  by  an  organization  beyond  the  power  of  its  own  officers  to  supply 
will  be  reported  to  the  proper  department  or  corps  commander,  who  will  report 
such  vacancies  as  can  not  be  filled  under  his  orders  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
Army. 

9.  The  commanding  officer  of  each  company,  troop,  or  battery  will  supervise  the 
cooking  and  messing  of  his  men;  will  see  that  at  least  two  copies  of  the  Manual  for 
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Army  Cooks  are  provided  for  his  command,  and  that  suitable  men  in  sufficient  num- 
bers are  regularly  detailed  as  assistants  to  the  cook  and  are  fully  instructed  by  the 
latter  in  managing,  cooking,  and  serving  Ihe  ration  in  the  field;  also  that  necessary 
utensils  in  serviceable  condition  are  always  on  hand,  together  with  the  field-mess 
furniture  for  each  man. 

•  10.  Each  cook  will  bo  required  to  attend  such  drills  and  exercises  as  will  qualify 
him  for  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  a  soldier  under  arms  when  necessity 
requires. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CoEBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


Gbneral  Okdbrs,  )  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Ofeice, 

No.  100.  )  Washington,  July  16,  1898. 

The  following  is  published  to  the  Army  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

Information  having  reached  the  War  Department  that  notwithstanding  the  med- 
ical examination  prior  to  muster  in,  men  have  been  enlisted  in  the  Volunteer  Army 
who  should  have  been  rejected  at  that  examination  as  unfit  for  military  service,  the 
attention  of  chief  surgeons  is  directed  to  this  subject  as  one  of  great  importance. 
Systematic  inquiry  with  a  view  to  eliminating  such  men  should  be  made  in  the  vari- 
ous regiments  and  other  commands  by  the  medical  officers  on  duty  with  them.  A 
board  of  medical  officers  should  be  appointed  in  each  division  to  carefully  examine 
and  make  recommendation  in  each  of  theca,ses  submitted  by  individual  or  regimental 
medical  officers.  In  every  case  where  discharge  from  service  is  recommended  it 
should  be  seen  that  the  certificates  of  disability  embody  a  statement  to  the  eff'ect 
that  the  caxise  of  the  disqualification  for  the  military  service  existed  prior  to  the 
enlistment  of  the  man,  if  such  is  found  to  be  the  fact.  Department  and  corps  com- 
manders are  authorized  to  order  discharges  on  certificates  of  disability,  such  orders 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  regimental,  independent  battalion,  battery,  or  detachment 
commanders,  as  the  case  may  be.  Such  provisions  of  paragraph  140  of  the  Regula- 
tions as  are  inconsistent  with  the  foregoing  are  suspended  during  the  war. 

In  the  examination  of  certificates  of  disability  for  discharge,  it  is  enjoined  upon 
the  chief  surgeons  and  others  accountable  to  observe  that  there  is  no  conflict  between 
the  reports  of  company  commanders,  medical  and  other  officers  thereon  as  to  whether 
disability  was  incurred  in  line  of  duty  or  not  in  line  of  duty.  If  any  discrepancies 
exist  in  this  particular,  every  possible  means  will  be  employed  to  harmonize  the 
reports  before  finally  forwarding  the  papers  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  C.  COKBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Offpicb, 

No.  110.  )  Washington,  August  1,  1898. 

In  order  to  introduce  uniformity  into  the  work  of  rationing  the  enlisted  men  now 
organized  into  l)rigades,  divisions,  and  corps,  the  following  instructions  are  promul- 
gated for  the  guidance  of  all  persons  concerned: 

1.  The  chief  commissary  of  an  army  corps,  under  the  direction  of  the  corps  com- 
mander, will  have  general  supervisory  direction  and  control  over  the  division  and 
brigade  commissaries  of  the  corps.  The  division  commissaries  will  have  supervision 
over  the  brigade  commissaries  of  their  respective  divisions. 

2.  Ration  returns  (Form  JS^o.  53,  Subsistence  Department)  will  be  submitted  by 
commanding  officers  of  companies,  troops,  batteries,  and  other  organizations  with 
the  morning  report  on  the  10th,  20th,  and  last  day  of  each  month,  when  practicable; 
that  of  the  20th  to  include  the  remaining  days  of  the  calendar  month,  the  others  ten 
days  each.  In  making  up  such  returns  due  attention  must  be  given  by  commanding 
officers  to  the  duty  of  adding  or  deducting  rations  on  account  of  men  joining  or 
leaving  since  the  date  when  rations  were  last  drawn  for  the  command. 

3.  Ration  returns  of  the  company  commanders  and  others  of  a  regiment  will,  after 
each  has  been  approved  by  the  regimental  commander,  be  consolidated  by  the  regi- 
mental adjutant  upon  a  regimental  ration  return  (Form  No. 66,  herewith),  which, 
after  approval  by  the  regimental  commander,  will  be  forwarded  with  the  ration 
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returns  on  which  founded  to  the  brigade  commissary  of  the  command,  who  will  con- 
solidate the  regimental  ration  returns  of  each  brigade  on  a  separate  brigade  ration 
return  (Form  No.  67,  herewith).  When  approved  by  the  brigade  commander,  the 
brigade  ration  returns  only  will  be  forwarded  for  the  information  and  supervision  of 
the  chief  commissary  of  the  army  corps,  who  will  refer  them  to  thedepot  commissary 
for  invoice  and  transfer  of  the  rations  in  bulk  to  the  respective  brigade  commissaries 
(Form  No.  68,  herewith).  In  order  to  prevent  accumulation  of  surplus  ration  articles 
in  the  hands  of  brigade  commissaries  arising  from  savings  and  other  causes,  the 
final  ration  return  of  the  brigade  each  month  (or  any  brigade  ration  return,  if  occa- 
sion requires),  will  give  a  list  of  such  articles  on  hand  as  should  be  deducted  by  the 
depot  commissary  from  the  quajitlties  called  for  by  the  brigade  ration  return. 

4.  Should  a  brigade  be  separated  from  the  division  of  which  it  is  a  part,  the  bri- 
gade ration  return,  approved  by  the  brigade  commander,  will  be  forwarded  direct  by 
the  brigade  commissary  to  the  depot  commissary  for  issue.  Should  a  division  be 
separated  from  its  corps,  the  brigade  ration  returns,  after  approval  by  the  brigade 
commanders,  will  be  referred  by  the  division  commissary  to  the  depot  commissary  for 
invoice  and  transfer  of  the  rations  in  bulk  to  the  brigade  commissaries  (Form  No.  68). 

5.  Brigade  commissaries,  on  receipt  of  the  stores  furnished  from  depot  on  the  bri- 
gade ration  returns,  will  issue  rations,  in  accordance  with  the  ration  returns  of  the 
separate  organizations  forwarded  by  the  regimental  adjutants  and  retained  in  their 
possession,  with  such  frequency  as  to  tlie  respective  organizations  as  the  brigade  com- 
mander may  direct. 

6.  Separate  regiments,  companies,  detachments,  hospitals,  and  other  organizations 
not  brigaded  will  draw  their  rations  from  the  depot  commissary  on  proper  ration 
returns. 

7.  The  ration  for  issue  to  troops  of  the  Cuban  army  and  to  Cuban  destitutes  will 
consist  of  the  following  articles : 

8  ounces  bacon. 

12  ounces  flour,  or  18  ounces  corn  meal. 

6  pounds  coffee  (green),  1 

10  pounds  sugar, 

!^ordsl°ir^'  ito  100  rations. 

4  ounces  pepper, 
4  pounds  soap, 

8.  Separate  abstracts  of  issues  (Form  No.  40,  Subsistence  Department)  will, be 
made  of  issues  to  troops  of  the  Cuban  army,  to. Cuban  destitutes,  and  to  prisoners 
of  war. 

9.  Compliance  with  the  requirements  of  printed  notes  6  and  8  on  the  abstract  of 
issues  (Form  No.  40,  Subsistence  Department)  and  with  the  following  requirements 
of  Army  Regulations  is  hereby  suspended  during  the  period  of  the  existing  war : 

(a)  The  requirement  of  that  part  of  Army  Regulations  1262  directing  the  indorse- 
ment upon  travel  orders  of  enlisted  men  the  time  to  which  they  were  last  rationed 
and  directing  the  turning  over  of  the  orders  so  indorsed  to  the  commissary  from 
whom  rations  are  next  drawn  for  file  with  his  abstract  of  issues  or  receipt  roll  of 
commutation  paid. 

(6)  The  requirement  of  that  part  of  Army  Regulations  1262  directing  that  a  ration 
certificate  of  troops  detached  (Form  No.  41)  shall  be  furnished  to  detachments  of 
enlisted  men  and  civil  employees  leaving  a  post  or  command  and  the  filing  of  such 
certificate  with  his  abstract  of  issues  by  the  commissary  from  whom  rations  are  next 
drawn. 

(e)  The  requirement  of  that  part  of  Army  Regulations  1275  directing  that  the 
retained  copy  of  the  travel  orders  of  enlisted  men  paid  commutation  in  advance 
shall  be  indorsed  and  delivered  to  the  commissary  from  whom  rations  are  next  drawn 
for  file  with  his  abstract  of  issues. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  C.  CoKBiN,  Adjutant-General. 
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[FOEM  No.   66.] 

[Authorized  G.  0. 110  August  1, 1898.] 

Begimental  ration  return  of Begiment  of for days,  commencing  the 

day  of- ,  1S9 — ,  and  ending  the day  of ,  iS9 — . 


Num- 
ber of 
men. 

Number 

of  complete 

rations. 

Other  subsistence  stores  required. 

Hour  for 
paste. 

"Vinegar 

for 
animals. 

Salt  for 
animals. 

Candles 

for 
guards, 

etc. 

Lantern 
candles. 

Matches 

nations. 

nations. 

nations. 

Eations. 

Pounds. 

Boxes. 

Noncommis- 
sioned staff 

C 

D 

B 

F 

G 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 



Total 

-,  commanding Regiment  of  - 


-,  Begim,ental  Adjutant. 


Approved:  By  command  of  Colonel  • 

Date: ,  189—. 

[FOEM  No.  67.] 

[Authorized  G.  0. 110,  August  1, 1898.] 

Brigade  ration  return  of Brigade, Division, Army  Corps,  for days, 

commencing  the day  of ,  189 — ,  and  ending  the day  of ,  189 — . 


Num- 
ber of 

men. 

Number  of 
complete 
rations. 

Other  subsistence  stores  required. 

Flour  for 
paste. 

Vinegar 

fof 
animals. 

Salt  for 
animals. 

Candles 

for 
guards, 

etc. 

Lantern 
candles. 

Matches. 

Eations. 

Eations. 

Eations. 

Eations. 

Pounds. 

Boxes. 

Eegt.  of  -  -  - 

Eegt.  of . . . 

Eegt.  of  ... 

Total.... 

Consolidated  from  the  approved  regimental  ration  return  this  ^ —  day  of  ■ 
189—. 


-,  Brigade  Commissary, 


Approved :  By  command  of  Brigadier-General  — 

Adjutant-General, Brigade,  - 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  depot  commissary  at 


■  Division, Army  Corps. 


to  the  deductions  to  be  made  as  noted  on  the  back  hereof. 


to  issue ;  attention  invited 


Chief  Commissary, Army  Corps. 


[Form  No. 

Invotceoj    U»Jsi8/fnoe  stores  for  the  use  of  troops  of Brinade, Dirision Army  Corps,  at .for  ... 

Eecetptfor\  j  j         r     j  ./       j 


cia]is,  commencing  ttie (?«.'/  of  . 


.,  189  ,  and 


Number 
of  per- 
sons to 
be  sup- 
plied. 

Number 
of  days. 

Number 
of  com- 
plete 
rations. 

RATIONS  OF- 

Issued  on  Bkicade  Ration  Retcen 

MEAT  COMPONENTS. 

BREAD  COMPONENTS. 

VEGETABLE   COMPONENTS. 

SDOAR 

Dated ,  189 — 

Fresh 

beef, 

canned. 

Pork. 

1 

Corned 

beef, 

canned. 

Fish, 
dried. 

Fish, 
pickled. 

Flour. 

Hard 
bread. 

Corn 
meal. 

Baking 
powder. 

Beans. 

Baked 
beans, 
canned. 

Pease. 

Rice. 

i 

1 

Onions. 

Coffee. 

Green. 

Roaf 

■  — 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Reduced  to  bulk 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pouuds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pou 



1 

I  certify  that  the  above  invoice  is  correct. 
(Signed  in ) 


M  G Face  page  545. 


Eeceived  at ,  this  . 


(Signed  in 


.) 


,  Depot  Commissary. 

notes. 
This  form  will  be  used  as  eitljer  an  invoice  or  receipt. 

When  the  form  is  used  as  an    "invoice,"  the  words  "receipt  for,"  in  the  heading  and  indorsement,  will  he  erased,  and  vice  versa. 
Invoice  prices  of  supplies  must  he  expressed  on  both  invoice  and  receipt. 

The  officer  signing  either  an  invoice  or  receipt  must  note  the  number  of  copies  he  has  .signed;  i.  e.,  duplicate,  quadruplicate,  etc. 
When  above  supplies  are  turned  over  to  a  quartermaster  for  transportation  the  receipt  for  that  purpose  will  be  written  at  the  foot  of  the  form. 


IS,  at 


[Form  No.  68.] 
..,for 


dai/s,  commencinfi  the (tai/  of ,  1S9  ,  and  ending  the dai/  of  . 


.,  1S9  . 


RATIONS  OF- 

Lantern 
candles. 

BREAD  COMPONENTS. 

VEGETABLE  COMPONENTS. 

SUGAR  AND  COFFBE  COMPONENTS. 

SEASONING  COMPONENTS. 

SOAP  AND  CANDLE 
COMPONENTS. 

Matches. 

Hard 
bread. 

Corn 
meal. 

Baking 
powder. 

Beans. 

Baked 
beans, 
canned. 

Pease. 

Rice. 

Hominy. 

Potatoes. 

Onions. 

Coflfee. 

Tea. 

Sugar. 

Vinegar. 

Salt. 

Pepper, 
black. 

Soap. 

Candles. 

Green. 

Koasted. 

Black. 

Green. 

Pounds. 



Pounds. 

Dds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

POUDdS. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Boxes. 

1 

' 

1 

Received  at 

(Signed  in 


. ,  this 


day  of 189  ,  tlie  above-enumerated  articles. 


iry. 


. ,  Brigade  Commissary. 


I  invoice  or  receipt. 

3ice,"  the  words  "receipt  for,"  in  the  heading  and  indorsement,  will  be  erased,  and  vice  versa, 
expressed  on  both  invoice  and  receipt. 

:e  or  receipt  must  note  the  number  of  copies  be  has  signed;  i.e.,  duplicate,  quadruplicate,  etc. 
ver  to  a  quartermaster  for  transportation  the  receipt  for  that  purpose  will  be  written  at  the  foot  of  the  form. 


IForm  No.  68.] 

[Authorized  G.  0.,  110,  August  1,  1898.] 

Voucher  No 

RE^fpT  ''por}subsistence  stores. 

From 

,  Commissary. 

VOUCHER   TO   RETURN   OF   SUBSISTENCE   STORES 
of 

,  Commissary. 

for  the  month  of ,  189  . 
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DEDUCTIONS  TO  BE  MADE  IN  ISSUING  ON  WITHIM  HATION  RETURN. 

The  following  articles  have  accumulated,  from  savings  and  other  causes,  in  the 
hands  of  the  brigade  commissary,  and  should  be  deducted  by  the  depot  commissary 
from  the  issues  to  be  made  on  the  within  brigade  ration  return : 


Articles. 
[Enter  the  number  and  sizes  of  cans  of  canned  articles  issued.] 


Quantities. 


Pork 

Bacon 

Fresh  beef,  canned  — 
Corned  beef,  canned. . . 

rish 

Flour 

Hard  bread 

Com  meal 

Beans - 

Baked  beans,  canned  . 

Pease 

Eice 

Hominy 

Potatoes 

Onions 


-lbs. 
.lbs. 


-lbs. 
-lbs. 
.lbs. 
-lbs. 
.  lbs. 


.lbs. 
.lbs. 
.lbs. 


Coffee lbs. 

Tea I lbs. 

Sugar lbs. 

Vinegar ' galla. 

Salt ' lbs. 

Pepper Iba. 

Soap ' lbs. 

Candles lbs. 


General  Orders,  ) 


,  Brigade  Commissary, 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 
No.  114.  )  Washington,  August  9,  1898. 

I.  Sick  and  wounded  soldiers  sent  to  United  States  general  or  field  hospitals  will 
when  able  to  travel  be  granted  by  the  surgeons  in  charge  one  month's  furlough  and 
transportation  to  their  homes.  There  will  be  noted  on  the  furlough:  By  the  sur- 
geon, the  post  or  camp  nearest  to  the  home  of  the  soldier ;  by  the  quartermaster,  the 
issue  of  transportation;  by  the  commissary,  the  days  for  which  commutation  of 
rations  while  traveling  is  paid.  Weekly  reports  will  be  made  by  the  surgeons  to  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  of  furloughs  so  granted,  giving  names,  rank,  regi- 
ments, and  places  to  which  transportation  has  been  issued;  also  p"St-office  address. 

Soldiers  granted  furloughs  in  accordance  with  the  Ibregoing  will  be  instructed  by 
llie  surgeons  that  on  the  expiration  of  their  furloughs,  if  fit  for  duty,  they  must 
1  f])ort  at  the  nearest  Army  post,  camp,  or  hospital  for  the  purpose  of  being  either 
Sunt  to  their  regiments,  or  as  provided  for  in  Paragraph  II. 

Those  not  fit  for  duty  will  be  required  to  forward  their  furloughs,  five  days  before 
expiration,  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of 
a  reputable  physician  showing  clearly  their  physical  condition  and  the  probable 
time  required  for  their  recovery. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  to  the 
homes  of  the  fnrloughed  soldiers  and  the  Subsistence  Department  commutation  of 
rations  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  per  day  for  the  necessary  number  of  days'  travel.  Sleeping- 
car  accommodations  when  the  travel  is  by  rail  and  staterooms  when  the  travel  is  by 
boat  (other  than  Goverment  transport)  will  be  f i;rnisl}e(I  imcler  Army  Regulation  IJOg, 

3&5f  Or 
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Neither  the  cost  of  transportation  nor  commutation  of  rations  while  traveling  will 
be  charged  against  the  soldier.  This  order  will  not  apply  to  soldiers  on  ordinary 
furloughs. 

II.  The  following  instructions  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  enlisted  men, 
patients  in  the  United  States  general  or  tield  hospitals,  who  have  made  complete  recovery 
and  are  able  to  do  full  duty,  are  published  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

Soldiers,  both  regulars  and  volunteers,  whose  regiments  are  in  the  United  States, 
will  be  sent  by  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  to  join  their  proper  regiments. 

Soldiers  belonging  to  regiments  of  the  Regular  Army  which  are  not  in  the  United 
States  will  be  sent  by  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  to  report  for  duty  with 
recruit  detachments  of  their  respective  regiments,  except  artillery  soldiers  of  the 
Regular  Army  belonging  to  batteries  which  have  left  the  United  States,  who  will  be 
sent  to  the  headquarters  of  their  respective  regiments. 

Those  belonging  to  volunteer  organizations  which  are  not  in  the  United  States 
will  be  sent  by  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  to  the  nearest  military  post  or 
camp. 

The  names  of  all  men  sent  from  general  or  field  hospitals  under  these  instruc- 
tions, their  companies  and  regiments,  and  the  places  to  which  they  are  ordered,  will 
be  promptly  reported  to  this  office  by  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals,  who  will 
be  furnished  by  this  office  with  weekly  printed  statements  of  the  stations  of  United 
States  troops,  regulars  and  volunteers,  which  statements  will  also  show  the  loca- 
tion of  the  detachments  of  recruits  belonging  to  regiments,  of  the  Regular  Army 
that  are  not  in  the  United  States. 

The  necessary  transportation  under  this  order  will  be  furnished  by  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  and  the  Subsistence  Department  will  pay  commutation  of 
rations  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  per  day  for  the  necessary  number  of  days'  travel.  These 
provisions  will  not  apply  to  soldiers  on  ordinary  furloughs. 

HI.  If  the  soldier  has  been  paid  or  drawn  clothing  while  in  a  hospital  it  will  be 
noted  on  his  descriptive  list,  if  he  has  one,  and  if  not,  his  company  commander,  or 
the  officer  to  whom  he  may  be  ordered  to  report,  will  be  famished  this  information 
by  letter. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H,  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  116.  S  Washington,  August  10,  1898. 

The  following  is  published  to  the  Army  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

Medical  officers  in  charge  of  general  hospitals,  hospital  trains,  hospital  transports, 
and  the  hospital  at  the  camp  at  Pablo  Beach,  Fla.,  and  at  the  hospital  at  the  camp 
at  Montauk  Point,  N.  Y.,  will  be  allowed  to  expend  from  the  appropriation  "  Subsist- 
ence of  the  Army,"  for  the  diet  of  the  enlisted  men  undergoing  medical  treatment 
under  their  charge,  at  the  rate  of  not  exceeding  60  cents  per  man  per  day  for  the 
period  each  is  undergoing  treatment.  The  allowance  so  made  will  constitute  a 
special  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  officer  in. charge,  from  which  will  be  pur- 
chased the  entire  diet  of  the  enlisted  men  while  undergoing  medical  treatment. 
These  purchases  will  be  restricted  to  articles  of  food,  solid  and  liquid,  the  quantities 
and  varieties  of  which  will  be  determined  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge. 

Chief  commissaries  of  departments  will  transfer  to  medical  officers  in  charge  such 
subsistence  funds  as  may  be  estimated  for  by  the  latter  for  carrying  out  the  objects 
of  tins  order. 

There  will  be  rendered  monthly  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  by  the 
medical  officers  concerned,  regular  accounts  current  supported  by  vouchers  show- 
ing the  application  of  these  funds,  and  regular  returns  of  subsistence  stores  accoiini- 
ing  for  the  articles  of  food  purchased  and  issued.  There  will  be  submitted  with 
each  monthly  return  a  tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  patients  present 
during  the  month,  as  shown  by  the  hospital  records,  and  the  money  value  of  the 
articles  issued  to  and  consumed  by  them.  The  statement  will  be  so  arranged  as  to 
show  the  actual  cost  of  subsistence  per  man  per  day  for  the  month. 

Transfers  of  subsistence  funds  from  one  hospital,  train,  or  transport  to  another 
without  authority  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  and  the  purchase  from 
subsistence  funds  of  articles  other  than  food  intended  for  diet  of  the  sick,  are 
prohibited. 

This  order  will  go  into  effect  at  once,  and  all  surplus  funds  in  the  hands  of  medi- 
cal officers  in  charge,  arising  from  the  commutation  of  rations  heretofore  allowed  to 
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enlisted  men  undergoing  treatment  under  tlieir  charge,  will  be  taken  up  on  their 
accounts  current  for  the  mouth  of  August,  and  all  articles  purchased  from  such  com- 
mutation remaining  on  hand  unconsamed  on  receipt  hereof  will  be  taken  up  on  their 
returns  of  subsistence  stores  for  that  month. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


Genbkal  Orders,  »  War  Department, 

>  Adjqtant-Gbnbral's  Office, 

No.  117.  S  Washington,  August  10, 1898. 

In  order  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  diseases  incident  to  encampments  of 
large  bodies  of  men,  namely,  typhoid  and  malarial  fevers,  diarrhea,  and  dysentery, 
and  the  further  spread  thereof  where  these  diseases  have  already  gained  more  or 
less  headway,  all  officers,  from  the  commanding  general  to  company  commanders, 
will  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  to  enforce  proper  sanitary  conditions  in  camp  and 
strict  cleanliness  of  the  person. 

The  speedy  destruction  or  removal  with  safety  of  all  decaying  substances,  present 
and  future,  and  the  rendering  innoxious  the  feculent  matter  of  the  camp  must  be 
arcompliahed. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  lumber  for  floors  to  all  tents.  The 
general  commanding  camp  will  at  once  provide  ample  hospital  facilities  by  erecting 
barracks  where  there  is  a  shortage  of  hospital  tents. 

No  effort  will  be  spared  to  carry  this  order  into  effect  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  to 
this  end  those  concerned  will  not  rest  content  with  the  issuance  of  orders  upon  the 
subject,  but  they  or  their  representatives,  duly  impressed  with  this  grave  responsi- 
bility, will  immediately  see  to  the  commencement,  continuance,  superintendence, 
and  practical  accomplishment,  day  by  day,  of  the  instructions  imposed  upon  the 
command. 

The  attention  of  all  concerned  is  called  to  Army  Regulations  concerning  interior 
economy,  police,  and  discipline  of  companies,  to  Circular  No.  1,  Surgeon-General's 
Office,  April  25,  1898,  to  "Marches"  and  "  Camping"  in  the  authorized  Drill  Regu- 
lations, to  "  Soldier's  Handbook,"  and  the  remarks  therein  compiled.  From  these 
e.isily  accessible  data,  supplemented  by  his  own  practical  experience  and  that  of 
orhers,  the  commanding  general  of  each  camp  will  at  once  prepare  and  put  into 
immediate  execution  a  simple  code  of  rules,  of  the  daily  practical  accomplishment 
of  which  he  will  assure  himself,  rendering  daily  reports  to  the  Adjutant-General  of 
the  Army. 

Copies  of  the  rules  promulgated  will  be  sent  at  the  earliest  moment  to  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  oif  War : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


CiKCULAK,  )  War  Department, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  31.     S  Washington,  August  12, 1898. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  incorrect  and  incomplete  final  statements  daily  presented 
to  paymasters  for  settlement,  it  is  apparent  that  the  obligations  of  officers  issuing 
such  statements  are  not  fully  understood,  and  the  result  is  great  inconvenience  to 
discharged  soldiers  who  are  obliged  to  return  to  their  late  commanding  officers  to 
have  necessary  corrections  made  and  liability  of  paymasters  to  overpay  when  the 
account  of  the  soldier  is  not  fully  and  properly  stated. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  uniformity  in  the  issue  of  final  statements,  the  follow- 
ing instructions,  compiled  from  the  Army  Regulations,  will  be  strictly  observed. 

"It  should  ie  home  in  mind  that  overpayments  caused  hy  erroneous  final  statements  will 
he  charged  against  the  officer  who  signed  the  final  statements." 

NOTIFICATION  OF  DISCHARGE. 

(Par.  150,  A.  E.) 

The  officer  who  prepares  the  final  statement  of  a  soldier  will,  at  least  one  day 
before  the  discharge  takes  effect,  send  by  mail  to  the  paymaster  to  whom  the  Eoldier 
may  wish  to  apply  for  payment  a  notification  in  his  own  handwriting,  in  form  as 
follows : 

"Major ,  Paymaster,  U.  S.  Army, 

"  Washington. 

"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  Private will  be  discharged  the 

service  of  the  United  States  on ,  1898,  by  reason  of ."    (Here  state  the 

reason.) 
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"The  soldier  was  last  paid  to ,  1898,  and  has  pay  due  him  from  that  date  to 

date  of  discharge. 

There  is  due  him  for  clothing  not  drawn  in  kind,  $ ,"  or  "He  is  indebted 

to  the  United  States  for  clothing  overdrawn,  $ :     He  is  indebted  to  the  United 

States  for  C.  &  G.  E.,  $ .     For  court-martial  forfeiture,  $ . 

"The  soldier  is  (or  is  not,  as  the  case  may  be)  entitled  to  traveling  allowances. 

"  His  signature  appears  below. 

"(Soldier's  signature:) 

"Very  respectfully. 


"  Com'g  Co. Begt. Vols." 

SOLDIERS  ARK  DISCHARGED  FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  REASONS 
(Par.  140,  A.  E.  and  G.  0.,  No.  100,  A.  G.  0.,  1898.) 

1.  By  order  of  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of  War. 

2.  By  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

3.  On  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability  by  direction  of  the  commander  of  a  terri- 
torial departmeut  or  army  in  the  field.  Department  and  corps  commanders  are  au- 
thorized to  order  discharge  on  certificates  of  disability,  such  orders  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  regimental,  independent  battalion,  battery,  or  detachment  commander, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  final  statements  should  show  the  authority  for  discharge 
and  whether  or  not  the  disability  was  caused  by  the  soldier's  own  misconduct.  The 
requirements  of  G.  O.,  No.  100,  A.  G.  O.,  1898,  should  be  carefully  observed. 

4.  In  compliance  with  an  order  of  one  of  the  United  States  courts,  or  a  justice  or 
judge  thereof,  or  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

5.  By  expiration  of  term  of  service. 

Under  the  head  of  "Remarks"  the  notation,  "Service  honest  and  faithful,"  or 
"Service  not  honest  and  faithful,"  as  the  case  may  be,  must  appear. 

TRAVEL  PAY  IS  FORFEITED. 

1.  By  dishonorable  discharge,  per  sentence  of  court-martial. 

2.  When  soldier  is  discharged  as  a  minor,  or  for  other  cause  involving  fraud  on  his 
part  in  the  enlistment. 

3.  When,  at  date  of  discharge,  the  soldier  is  in  the  hands  of  civil  authorities  and 
undergoing  imprisonment. 

4.  When  discharged  before  expiration  of  term  of  enlistment  through  fault  of  his. 

5.  When  discharged  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  by  corps  or  departmeut 
commander,  for  disability  caused  by  his  own  misconduct. 

6.  When  discharged  by  way  of  favor,  as,  "  to  enable  him  to  accept  a  commission." 
If  for  any  of  the  above  causes  the  soldier  is  not  entitled  to  traveling  allowances, 

the  notation,  "not  entitled  to  traveling  allowances,"  must  appear,  and  the  authority 
for  the  same  must  be  stated. 

CLOTHING  ACCOUNT. 

Settlement  must  be  made  by  the  company  commander,  and  the  balance  "due  the 
United  States,"  or  "due  the  soldier,"  must  be  stated. 

In  cases  where  clothing  has  been  issued  by  the  State  authorities  the  following 
remark  will  be  made  on  the  final  statements:  "In  the  settlement  for  clothing  is 

included  the  sum  of  $ ,  the  total  value  of  articles  issued  him  by  the  State."    In 

cases  where  no  clothing  was  issued  by  the  State  a  remark  to  that  effect  will  be  made. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  i  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  121.  )  Washington,  August  18,  1898. 

I.  In  addition  to  the  instructions  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  144,  August  9, 
1898,  from  this  office,  regarding  furloughs  to  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  division 
commanders,  when  separated  from  the  corps  to  which  they  belong,  are  authorized  to 
grant  furloughs  to  enlisted  men,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  division  surgeon, 
and  to  order  transportation  to  their  homes  of  the  men  so  furloughed. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant- General, 
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Gbnbral  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

}  Adjutant-General's  Opficb, 

No.  124.  S  Washington,  August  20,  1898. 

I.  The  following  instruotionB  for  the  muster  out  of  the  service  of  United  States 
Volunteers  are  published  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned : 

1.  Only  officers  of  the  Regular  Army  will  be  detailed  by  the  War  Department  to 
muster  out  troops,  and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  their  duties  as  mustering  officers 
the  officers  and  men  of  organizations  to  be  mustered  out  will  be  guided  by  the 
instructions  of  these  officers,  given  in  pursuance  of  authority  conferred  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

2.  The  mastering  officer,  proceeding  according  to  a  well-considered  plan,  suited  to 
the  situation,  will  make  full  use,  under  the  supervision  of  the  company  or  other 
commander,  of  the  men  of  each  company  or  other  organization  possessing  clerical 
ability,  so  that  the  transfer  of  property,  preparation  of  physical-record  blanks,  cor- 
rection and  completion  of  organization  records,  preparation  and  comparison  of 
property  returns,  statements  of  charges,  and  muster-out  rolls  may  be  accomplished 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  each  individual  engaged  in  the  work  of  comparison 
being  required  to  initial  the  paper  compared,  in  order  that  the  responsibility  for 
errors  in  comparison  may  be  fixed. 

3.  To  avoid  expense  to  the  Government  and  hardships  and  annoyances  to  individ- 
uals concerned,  by  unavoidable  delays  that  will  occur  in  the  final  payment  of  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men  absent  from  their  commands  on  muster  out,  commanding 
officers  will  make  every  effort  to  efi'ect  the  return  of  all  absentees  and  detachments 
prior  to  muster  out  of  the  organization,  and  if  for  any  reason  an  officer  or  an  enlisted 
man  absent  is  unable  to  join  his  command,  a  full  report  of  the  facts  will  l)e  made  to 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for  further  orders. 

4.  The  mustering  officer,  from  the  daily  reports  of  his  staff  assistants,  and  bis  own 
notes,  will  telegraph  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Array,  in  brief,  daily  progress 
in  the  preparation  of  returns,  vouchers,  muster-out  rolls,  transfer  and  disposition  of 
property,  physical  examination  of  troops,  muster  out,  payment,  and  departure  from 
the  camp  or  station,  with  designation  of  the  organization,  and  statement  of  the 
number  of  officers  and  men  separately. 

5.  Officers  who  at  any  time  were  responsible  for  public  property  of  any  descrip- 
tion must  obtain  certificates  of  nonindebtedness  before  their  final  payment  can  be 
made.  Commanding  officers  will  therefor  forward  at  once  to  the  Paymaster-General 
a  complete  list  of  all  the  officers  of  the  organization  to  be  mustered  out,  and  to  the 
Quartermaster-General,  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  Surgeon-General,  Chief 
of  Engineers,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  a  list  of  those  officers  who 
are,  or  at  any  time  have  been,  responsible  for  public  property.  Chiefs  of  the  supply 
departments  mentioned  will  cause  immediate  examination  of  returns  to  be  made 
and  transmit  the  result  thereof  to  the  Paymaster-General. 

6.  Officers  who  have  not  at  any  time  been  responsible  for  public  property  will  be 
required  to  furnish  the  mustering  officer  with  their  affidavits  to  that  effect,  certified 
to  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  independent  battalion,  or  company. 
The  affidavits  of  such  officers  will  be  transmitted  with  the  muster-out  rolls  to  the 
paymaster  designated  to  make  the  payment  to  the  organization. 

7.  All  officers  will  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  discipline  of  their 
commands  and  the  preservation  of  public  property.  Mustering  officers  are  empow- 
ered to  prefer  charges  against  officers  who  neglect  in  any  manner  to  take  the  proper 
measures  to  insure  the  Government  against  loss  of  property  or  tp  keep  their  com- 
mands together  and  under  proper  discipline. 

8.  Officers  of  the  staff  departments  of  the  Regular  Army  will  be  detailed,  when 
practicable,  to  receive  public  property,  supervise  the  preparation  of  all  returns  and 
papers  relating  thereto,  and  for  the  performance  of  this  duty  will  receive  special 
instructions  from  the  chiefs  of  the  supply  departments  of  the  Army. 

9.  The  supply  departments  of  the  Army  will  continue  to  furnish  organizations 
with  needful  supplies  until  date  of  final  payment  and  discharge. 

10.  The  mustering  officers,  upon  arrival  at  the  camp  or  station  of  the  organization 
to  be  mustered  out,  will  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  regimental  and  company 
records  and  cause  any  omissions  found  to  be  supplied  in  order  to  complete  the  records. 

11.  Five  muster-out  rolls  will  be  prepared  under  the  supervision  of  the  mustering 
officer,  by  the  proper  commanding  officers,  with  the  greatest  care  to  avoid  any  injus- 
tice being  done  to  the  Government  or  to  persons  who  at  any  time  were  members  of  the 
organization,  special  attention  being  given  tome  requirements  of  the  last  paragraph 
of  Circular  No.  31,  current  series,  from  this  office,  being  careful  to  note  that  settle- 
ment of  clothing  may  involve  different  fiscal  years,  and  all  concerned  in  their  prep- 
aration will  initial  the  same  and  carefully  read  the  "  Instructions  for  the  preparation 
of  muster-out  rolls,"  printed  on  the  back  of  the  rolls. 

12.  All  persons  borne  on  the  muster-in  and  on  all  other  muster  rolls,  and  all  who 
bave  joined  or  belonged  to  the  organization  at  any  time  since  its  muster  in,  must  he 
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accounted  for  on  1he  muster-out  roll,  wbioh  is  required  to  be  a  complete  record  of  all 
the  officers  and  men  who  ever  belonged  to  the  organization. 

13.  After  the  muster-out  rolls  have  been  prepared  they  will  be  carefully  examined 
by  a  board  of  officers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  commanding  officer,  which  will  be 
furnished  with  the  retained  copy  of  the  muster-in  roll,  with  copies  of  all  the  muster 
rolls  of  the  organization  and  other  necessary  data.  Under  the  supervision  of  the 
mustering  officer  the  board  will  compare  rolls  and  data  with  the  muster-out  rolls,  to 
insure  their  absolute  correctness  in  all  respects. 

14.  Discharge  certificates  will  be  prepared  for  every  officer  and  man  present  and 
absent,  except  absent  officers  and  men  held  in  service  by  proper  authority  and 
deserters.  These  will  be  signed  by  the  commanding  officer  for  the  field,  staff,  and 
band,  by  company  commanders  for  their  companies,  and  all  will  be  countersigned 
by  the  mustering  officer  at  place  of  departure,  who  will  forward  them  by  registered 
mail  to  the  mustering  officer  at  the  State  rendezvous  for  delivery  to  the  paymaster, 
who  will  stamp  and  sign  them  as  required  by  paragraph  1383,  Army  Regulations. 
The  certificates  will  then  be  delivered  to  the  regimental  and  company  commanders. 

15.  The  discharge  from  the  United  States  Volunteer  service  in  the  case  of  all 
absentees  (except  special  cases  otherwise  provided  for  or  such  as  may  be  held  in 
service  by  proper  authority)  will  take  effect  on  the  date  of  muster  out  of  the 
organization . 

16.  In  all  cases  of  absentees,  where  the  officer  at  the  time  of  executing  the  certi- 
ficates of  discharge  is  not  aware  of  the  date  of  muster  out  of  the  organization,  he 
will  set  forth  in  writing  thereon  that  the  same  take  effect  as  of  the  date  of  the  muster 
out  of  the  United  States  service  of  the  company  or  other  immediate  organization 
upon  the  muster  roll  of  which  the  individual's  name  appears. 

17.  In  the  case  of  enlisted  men  absent,  who  on  account  of  sickness  are  unable  to 
join  their  commands,  the  discharge  certificates,  with  carefully  prepared  descriptive 
lists  of  account  of  pay  and  clothing,  giving  the  address  of  the  soldier,  will  be  given 
to  the  mustering  officer  for  transmission  with  the  muster-out  rolls  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army,  and  the  soldier  will  be  officially  notified  to  apply  by  letter  to 
the  Paymaster-General  of  the  Army  for  final  payment.  In  cases  of  soldiers  absent 
on  detached  service  who  are  held  in  service  by  proper  authority,  descriptive  lists,  if 
not  already  furnished,  will  be  sent  to  the  officers  under  whom  they  are  serving,  and 
when  such  men  are  ordered  to  be  mustered  out  (on  detachment  muster-out  rolls)  the 
proper  officers  will  prepare  and  sign  the  discharge  certificates  after  the  medical 
examination  has  been  had,  as  provided  for  in  Paragraph  II  of  this  order. 

18.  Officers  absent  from  any  cause  will  be  furnished  discharge  certificates  (unless 
specially  held  to  service)  and  will  be  notified  to  apply  to  the  Paymaster-General  for 
certificates  of  nonindebtedness  and  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

19.  In  the  cases  of  enlisted  men  absent  sick  and  of  officers  absent  on  muster  out  of 
organizations,  the  required  examination  will  be  made  under  special  instructions  to 
be  issued  by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

20.  As  a  rule,  the  muster  out  of  organizations  and  their  final  payment  will  take 
place  at  the  State  or  regimental  rendezvous,  except  when  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
War  Department.  The  preparation  and  completion  of  the  muster-out  rolls,  returns, 
and  papers,  and  the  inspection  and  transfer  of  public  property  to  the  officers  of  the 
supply  departments  of  the  Army,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  will  take  place 
before  the  organization  is  ordered  to  its  State.  The  only  property  that  wiU  be 
allowed  to  be  retained  until  muster  out,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  mustering 
officer,  is  the  rifles,  cartridge  belts,  cups,  canteens,  meat  cans,  knives,  forks,  and 
spoons,  necessary  medical  supplies  and  tent  eqiiipage,  the  colors,  and  the  regimental 
and  company  records. 

21.  The  supply  departments  concerned  will  arrange  through  the  chief  commissary 
and  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  within  which  the  State  rendezvous  is 
located  for  meals,  camp  ground,  shelter,  transportation,  and  quartermasters'  supplies 
for  the  time  of  the  encampment  of  the  organization  at  the  State  or  regimental 
rendezvous. 

22.  As  soon  as  the  muster-out  rolls  have  been  fully  and  satisfactorily  completed, 
the  mustering  officer  at  the  place  of  departure  will  fill  in  the  date  of  the  muster  out 
OS  of  a  date  ten  days  later  (the  probable  time  necessarily  required  to  transfer  the 
organization  to  its  State  rendezvous,  the  making  of  the  physical  examination  of 
officers  and  men,  etc.),  and  forward  at  once  by  registered  mail  two  copies  to  the 
paymaster  designated  to  make  the  final  payment,  and  the  remaining  three  copies  of 
the  rolls  to  the  mustering  officer  at  the  State  rendezvous. 

23.  The  duties  with  which  mustering  officers  and  officers  of  the  supply  depart- 
ments of  the  Army  are  charged  by  this  order  will  be  so  systematically  performed 
that  the  organization  can  proceed  to  its  State  rendezvous  without  delay  {for  which 
timely  transportation  and  sulsistence  will  be  provided)  freed  from  all  property  account- 
ability, except  tb£|,t  mentioned  in  paragraph  20;  with  all  rolls,  returns,  and  papers 
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completed  to  date  in  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  delay  when  it  reaches  its  home 
station  in  carrying  out  the  following  instructions : 

II.  As  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  organization  at  its  State  rendezvous  as  pos- 
sible the  physical  examination  of  all  officers  and  men  will  be  made,  before  muster 
out  and  payment. 

PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION  OF   OFFICERS  AND  MEN. 

1.  To  facilitate  the  settlement  of  pension  claims  that  may  be  made  on  account  of 
disability  incurred  in  the  United  States  service  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  persons 
who  may  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of' the  pension  laws,  as  well  as  to  guard  the 
interests  of  the  Government,  it  is  ordered  that  a  thorough  physical  examination  be 
made  of  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  volunteers,  except  general  officers  and  offi- 
cers of  the  general  staff,  immediately  prior  to  their  muster  out  of  service  or  dis- 
charge. For  this  purpose  a  blank  form  will  be  supplied  by  the  Adjutant-General  of 
the  Army. 

2.  When  an  organization  is  about  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service,  each  officer 
and  enlisted  man  will  be  required  by  his  company  or  other  commanding  officer  to 
answer  the  questions  on  the  blankform  "Declaration  of  person  to  bemustered  out," 
which,  when  completed,  will  be  signed  by  him  and  duly  witnessed  by  said  officer. 
This  officer  will  then  make  the  required  certiiicate  which  follows  the  declaration, 
based  upon  the  official  records  of  the  organization  and  on  his  personal  knowledge 
of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

3.  When  the  physical  examination  papers  of  the  officers  and  men  of  a  company  or 
other  organization  are  so  far  completed,  they  will  be  given  to  the  mustering  officer, 
who  will  cause  the  physical  examination  to  be  made  and  said  papers  to  be  completed 
by  a  medical  officer  of  the  Regular  Army,  whenever  the  services  of  such  an  officer 
are  available,  and  when  not,  then  by  a  medical  officer  of  volunteers  not  belanging  to 
the  organization  of  which  the  officers  and  men  are  memiera. 

4.  The  mustering  officer  will  report  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  any  per- 
son under  examination  who  claims  to  have  a  disability  of  which  the  medical  officer 
can  find  no  evidence,  or  claims  to  have  adisability  incurred  in  line  of  duty,  whereas 
the  medical  officer  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  disability  was  not  so  incurred,  sxich 
person  will  not  be  discharged  until  after  he  shall  have  been  examined  by  a  board  of 
three  medical  officers,  to  be  convened  by  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  which 
will  make  a  full  report  of  the  case  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  order.  If 
the  medical  officers  fail  to  agree  with  regard  to  the  case,  a  separate  minority  report 
will  be  made  by  the  dissenting  officer. 

5.  Upon  completion  of  the  medical  examination,  the  papers  in  the  case  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  mustering  officer,  who  Avill  forward  them  with  the  muster-out  rolls 
to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

6  The  physical  examination  ha\  ing  been  completed,  the  regimental  and  company 
records  and  blanks  and  the  colors  will  be  packed  and  marked,  showing  tlie  organi- 
zation to  which  they  pertain,  and  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army 
the  day  before  the  muster  out  and  payment  takes  place.  On  the  same  day,  or  earl  ier, 
as  may  be  deemed  advisable  by  the  mustering  officer,  the  ordnanceand  other  public 
property  in  possession  of  the  organization  will  be  lurned  over  to  the  proper  officers  of 
the  supply  departments,  to  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  special  instructions 
received  by  tliem,  and  all  returns  finally  completed  and  rendered,  and  all  supple- 
mentary charges  entered  on  the  muster  out  rolls. 

III.  On  arrival  of  the  paymaster  at  the  State  rendezvous,  the  mustering  officer  will 
deliver  to  him  the  discharge  certificates  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  section  14  of 
this  order,  and  on  the  day  of  payment  the  organization  will  be  paraded  and  the 
mustering  officer  will  cause  the  names  of  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  present  and 
absent  to  be  called  out,  requiring  those  present  to  answer  and  step  briskly  five  paces 
in  front  of  the  line.  As  soon  as  the  muster  of  a  company  has  been  completed,  the 
mustering  officer  will  direct  it  to  be  marched  to  the  pay  table  for  payment  and  dis- 
charge, handing  a  copy  of  the  muster-out  roll  to  the  company  commander.  On  com- 
plet  ion  of  the  payment  of  the  organization,  the  mustering  officer  will  send  one  copy 
of  the  muster-out  roll  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  State  and  the  remaining  copy 
to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

Mustering  officers  will  make  daily  nntes  of  th»  progress  of  the  work  accomplished 
and  require  staff  assistants  to  do  likewise,  keeping  careful  and  convenient  records 
of  all  correspondence,  properly  indexed,  and  upon  completion  of  the  duty  cause  said 
staff  assistants  to  render,  through  him,  for  transmittal  with  his  ownto  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army,  full  reports  of  the  work  accomplished,  with  recommendations 
as  to  the  solution  of  the  problem  involved  in  the  muster  out  of  service  of  troops  of 
the  United  States  Volunteer  Army. 

IV.  Upon  an  honorable  muster  out  and  discharge  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  all  volunteer  soldiers,  desiring  to  do  so,  are  hereby  authorized  to  retain  their 
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arms  and  accouterments  upon  the  value  thereof  heing  charged  to  them  on  the  mus- 
ter-out rolls  at  the  following  rates : 

Springfield  breech-loadiug  rifle  or  carbine,  caliber  .45 $10.00 

Colt's  revolver,  caliber  .38 10. 00 

Colt's  revolver,  caliber  .45 10. 00 

Saber 3.60 

Blanket  bags  vrith  straps  complete 1. 15 

Bayonet  scabbard  for  rifle 50 

Cartridge  belt  (single  row  of  loops) 75 

Cartridge  belt  (double  row  of  loops) 1.00 

Canteen  with  strap 43 

Gun  sling 24 

Haversack  and  strap 72 

Waist  belt  and  plate - 30 

Meat  can -        .14 

Tin  cup -v -        .08 

Knife 04 

Fork 03 

Spoon - 01 

Revolver  holster 50 

Cartridge  box 50 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Offioe, 

No.  126.  )  Washington,  August  S5,  1898. 

I.  Commanders  of  independent  brigades  and  other  small  independent  commands 
are  authorized  to  grant  leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs  to  not  more  than  5  per  cent 
of  their  force,  under  the  provisions  of  paragraphs  44  and  106  of  the  Regulations. 

II.  The  demand  for  Hospital  Corps  privates  for  the  care  of  the  sick  in  various 
commands  being  greater  than  can  be  supplied  by  transfer  and  enlistment,  corps 
commanders  and  commanders  of  camps  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  corps  com- 
manders are  authorized  and  directed  to  detail  a  sufficient  number  of  enlisted  men 
to  meet  the  emergency,  the  number  of  men  and  the  length  of  detail  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  chief  surgeon. 

III.  The  following  instructions  are  published  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
all  concerned : 

All  officers  and  enlisted  men  absent  from  their  organizations  on  leave,  furlough,  or 
from  any  other  cause  will  at  once  report  by  letter  to  their  respective  company  or 
regimental  commanders  the  date,  cause,  period,  and  authority  of  absence.  In  case 
the  whereabouts  of  the  company  or  regiment  is  not  kuo  wn  to  the  absentee,  the  report 
can  be  forwarded  under  cover  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

Surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  and  all  post  commanders  will,  at  the  end  of  each 
month,  send  to  the  proper  company  or  regimental  commander  the  name  of  each  offi- 
cer and  enlisted  man  in  the  hospi  tal  or  at  the  post  other  than  those  belonging  thereto, 
giving  the  cause  of  detention,  date  of  arrival,  departure,  return  to  duty,  or  death,  or 
any  other  information  that  may  be  pertinent  to  the  case. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

No.  130.  S  Washington,  August  S9,  1898. 

The  following  additional  instructions  amendatory  of  those  contained  in  General 
Orders,  No.  124,  August  20,  1898,  from  this  office,  are  published  for  the  information 
and  guidance  of  all  concerned : 

1.  Except  the  officers  and  men  required  by  paragraph  5  for  the  necessary  guard 
details,  etc.,  leaves  of  absence  for  sixty  days  and  furloughs  for  the  same  period  will 
be  granted  all  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  organizations  which  have  served  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  thirty  days  to  officers  and  men  of  organizations 
which  have  not  served  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  when  such  organiza- 
tions are  ordered  to  be  mustered  out  of  service. 

2.  Such  leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs  will  be  granted  by  the  commanding 
officers  after  organizations  have  arrived  at  State  rendezvous,  all  to  take  effect  oa 
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one  date  for  thirty  days  or  sixty  days,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  all  officers  and  men 
must  without  fail  report  at  the  rendezvous  on  the  thirtieth  or  sixtieth  day  thereafter. 
Any  officer  or  man  failing  to  so  report  will  be  considered  and  reported  as  a  deserter 
unless  prevented  from  doing  so  by  sickness,  which  must  be  satisfactorily  explained 
by  the  certificate  of  a  reputabie  physician  and  the  fact  noted  on  the  rolls. 

3.  Before  organizations  are  granted  furloughs  the  preparation  for  muster  out,  as 
required  by  General  Orders,  No.  124,  August  20,  1898,  from  this  office,  will,  in  view 
of  the  foregoing,  be  carried  out  only  so  far  as  relates  to  the  inspection  and  correc- 
tion of  records;  inspection  and  transfer  of  such  public  property  as  may  no  longer 
lie  required;  the  preparation  and  comparison  of  property  retarus ;  the  steps  neces- 
sary to  secure  certificates  of  nonindebtedness,  and  for  the  return  of  all  absentees, 
etc. 

4.  When  possible  all  returns  and  papers  relating  to  the  muster  out  of  organiza- 
tions will  be  prepared  during  the  period  of  furlough. 

5.  Each  commanding  officer,  prior  to  the  departure  of  his  officers  and  men,  will 
make  arrangements  necessary  to  verify  and  protect  all  public  property  pertaining  to 
his  command  during  the  period  of  absence  and  place  the  same  under  proper  guard 
detailed  from  his  command  for  the  purpose.  He  will  notify  the  Adjutant- General 
of  the  Army  of  his  arrival  at  rendezvous,  and  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the 
date  on  which  leaves  and  furloughs  expire. 

6.  In  preparing  muster-out  rolls  the  number  of  days  while  on  furlough  will  be 
stated  under  the  heading  on  the  roll,  "Subsistence,  number  of  days,"  and  the  pay- 
master in  the  "Pay  account"  on  the  roll  will  change  the  heading  "For  horses  and 
equipments"  to  "Commutation  for  furlough  rations,"  and  credit  each  man  at  the 
rate  of  2.5  cents  per  day  for  the  number  of  days  due  and  pay  the  same.  The  amount 
BO  paid  for  commutation  of  rations  by  the  Pay  Department  will  be  refunded  from 
the  appropriation  made  for  the  Subsistence  Department. 

7.  Mustering  officers  are  empowered  to  administer  oaths  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  muster  out  of  volunteers. 

8.  As  soon  as  practicable  the  usual  monthly  pay  rolls  will  be  made  out  for  the 
month  preceding  departure  on  furlough  and  sent  to  the  chief  paymaster  of  the  mili- 
tary department  in  which  the  organization's  rendezvous  is  situated.  Upon  these 
rolls  alone  can  the  officers  and  enlisted  meu  be  paid  prior  to  departure  on  leave  or 
furlough. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


Circular  )  War  Department, 

>  Abjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  34.      )  Washington,  August  29,  1898. 

The  following  decision  has  been  made  and  is  published  to  the  Army  for  the  infor- 
mation of  all  concerned : 

"2Vansporteiio».^Sick  and  wounded  soldiers  granted  furloughs  under  the  provi- 
sions of  General  Orders,  No.  114,  August  9, 1898,  from  this  office,  are  entitled  to  trans- 
portation from  their  homes  upon  return  to  duty,  whether  application  therefor  be 
made  by  them  in  person  or  by  letter."— (Order  Sec.  War,  Aug.  27, 1898, 115661,  A.  G.  0.) 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  C.  CORBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

\  Adjdtant-General's  Office, 

No.  134.  >  Washington,  September  S,  1898. 

The  following  is  published  to  the  Army  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

1.  Furloughs  granted  to  enlisted  men  under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No. 
130,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  August  29,  1898,  will  not  be  given 
on  the  usnal  blank  forms  for  furloughs,  but  will  be  given  orally  by  commanding 
officers.  If  given  in  the  regular  form,  however,  before  the  receipt  of  this  order, 
the  fact  will  be  noted  on  the  muster-out  roll,  and  paymasters  will  require  their 
surrender  before  making  final  payment,  and  will  enter  the  fact  of  payment  upon 
them  and  file  them  with  the  pay  roll  on  which  payment  is  made. 

2.  It  having  been  reported  to  the  War  Department  that  many  convalescent  soldiers 
who  have  received  furloughs  and  started  for  their  homes  have  been  taken  ill  on  the 
way,  to  avoid  further  occurrences  of  this  kind  it  is  suggested  in  the  strongest  pos- 
sible terms  that  all  soldiers  traveling  homeward  on  furloughs  will  exercise  their  beat 
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judgment  in  oaring  for  themselves,  especially  those  who  have  been  ill  in  hospitals 
vrith  fevers.  Their  appetites  are  very  keen,  and,  unless  they  deny  themselves  every- 
thing except  the  necessary  food  of  the  simplest  character,  are  in  great  danger  of  a 
relapse.  This  instruction  is  sent  out  hoping  that  it  may  catch  the  eye  of  those  men 
en  route,  and  also  for  the  instruction  of  surgeons  at  hospitals.  It  is  ordered  that  no 
man  shall  receive  a  furlough  whom  the  surgeon  in  charge  believes  to  be  unable  to 
travel  alone,  and  that  no  furloughed  soldier  shall  leave  hospital  without  receiving 
full  instructions  as  to  his  diet  while  en  route  to  his  home  from  his  surgeon. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CoKBiN,  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  135.  )  Washington,  September  S,  1898. 

I.  The  commanding  officers  of  military  departments,  army  corps,  and  detached 
commands  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  forward  to  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army 
the  names  of  such  officers  of  tlie  Army,  regular  and  volunteer,  as  may  be  considered 
entitled  to  the  brevet  commissions  "for  distinguisbed  conduct  and  public  service 
in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,"  under  section  1209,  Revised  Statutes.  These  lists  will 
be  forwarded  through  the  military  channel,  and  will  show  in  each  case  the  name, 
rank,  regiment,  or  corps  of  the  officer,  and  the  date  and  place  of  the  action  in  which 
he  is  reported  as  having  distinguished  himself,  and  also  a  description  of  the  specific 
act  of  gallantry. 

II.  The  following  rules  will  govern  the  award  of  medals  of  honor  under  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  approved  July  12, 1862,  and  under  the  act  approved  March  3, 1863, 
for  such  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Army,  regular  and  volunteer,  as  may  "have 
most  distinguished  themselves  in  action." 

(a)  Medals  of  honor  will  not  be  awarded  to  officers  or  enlisted  men  except  for  dis- 
tinguished bravery  or  conspicuous  gallantry  which  shall  have  been  manifested  in 
action  by  conduct  that  distinguishes  a  soldier  above  his  comrades,  and  that  involves 
risk  of  life  or  the  performance  of  more  than  ordinarily  hazardous  duty.  Recom- 
mendations for  the  award  will  be  governed  by  this  interpretation  of  extraordinary 
merit. 

(6)  Recommendations  should  be  made  only  by  the  officer  in  command  at  the  time 
of  the  "  action,"  or  by  an  officer  having  personal  cognizance  of  the  specific  act  for 
which  the  medal  is  granted.  The  recommendation  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
detailed  recital  of  the  circumstances,  and  by  certificates  of  officers,  or  affidavits  of 
enlisted  men  who  were  eyewitnesses  of  the  act.  The  testimony  must,  when  prac- 
ticable, embrace  that  of  at  least  two  eyewitnesses,  and  must  describe  specifically 
the  act  or  acts  by  which  the  person  in  whose  behalf  the  recommendation  is  made 
"most  distinguished  "  himself,  and  the  facts  in  the  case  must  be  further  attested  by 
the  official  reports  of  the  action,  record  of  events,  muster  rolls  and  returns,  and 
descriptive  lists. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  136.  )  Washington,  September  3,  1898. 

The  following  is  published  to  the  Army  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

The  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  116,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  August  10, 1898,  are  hereby  extended  to  include  all  field  and  post  hospitals. 

In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  understood  that  General  Orders,  No.  116,  does  not  do 
away  with  the  liospital  fund,  but  applies  to  patients  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sur- 
geon, are  too  sick  to  use  the  ration.  For  patieuts  that  can  use  the  ration  and  for  the 
Hosjjital  Corps  savings  can  he  made  as  heretofore.  Nor  does  the  order  take  away 
the  privilege  of  using  funds  and  supplies  furnished  by  aid  societies,  the  using  of  which 
is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  surgeon,  as  is  also  the  question  whether  or  not  there 
should  be  separate  tables,  kitchens,  etc.,  having  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  subsist- 
ence fund  is  to  be  used  for  those  patients  who  need  special  articles  of  diet.  General 
Orders,  No.  lit!,  is  further  intended  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  a  fund  from 
which  necessary  articles  of  diet  for  patients  too  sick  to  use  the  ration  can  he  pur- 
chased, without  waitins  for  the  formation  of  a  hospital  fund,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  prevent  a  large  hospital  fund  accruing  from  those  too  sick  to  use  the  ration. 
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To  sum  up,  the  allowance  of  subsistence  funds  ia  intended  to  furnish  the  surgeon 
with  the  necessary  funds  for  the  purchase  of  such  articles  of  the  diet  as  in  his  discre- 
tion he  may  find  necessary.  It  is  not  intended  for  those  well  enough  to  use  the 
ration,  nor  is  it  intended  to  furnish  the  Hospital  Corps  with  delicacies  and  special 
articles  of  the  ration  which  could  hot  be  purchased  from  their  own  savings. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  139.  )  Washington,  September  7,  1898. 

I.  The  following  is  published  to  the  Army  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

It  is  ordered  that  a  quartermaster  be  stationed  at  each  general  hospital  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  transportation  to  soldiers  who  are  sent  home  on  sick  furlough, 
and  in  every  instance  when  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  hospital  issues  a  furlough  he 
should  state  on  the  furlough  that  under  General  Orders,  No.  114,  August  9, 1898,  this 
office,  the  soldier  so  furloughed  is  entitled  to  transportation,  and,  if  in  the  j  udgment 
of  the  surgeon  the  soldier  should  V)e  furnished  with  sleeping-car  accommodations, 
that  fact  will  be  stated,  and  when  it  so  appears  on  the  furlough  the  quartermaster 
must  not  ouly  issue  transportation  but  sleeping-car  acconnnodations  as  well. 

II.  General  Orders,  No.  130,  August  29,  1898,  from  this  office,  is  so  far  amended  as 
to  place  commissioned  officers  who  belong  to  organizations  furloughed  ior  sixty  days 
on  waiting  orders  for  the  convenience  of  the  Government  for  that  period,  instead  of 
granting  them  leaves  of  absence. 

*  *  *  ^'  >.  »  # 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  C.  CORBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Department, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  140.  >  Washington,  September  8,  189S. 

The  following  is  published  to  the  Army  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all 

concerned : 

»  *  J.  *  *  .♦  « 

II.  All  enlisted  men  who,  between  April  21,  1898,  and  such  time  as  a  treaty  of 
peace  is  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  were  assembled  in  camps 
or  rendezvous  in  the  United  States,  or  into  separate  bodies,  such  as  regiments,  bri- 
gades, divisions,  or  corps,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  military  operations  and 
bringing  to  a  conclusion  the  war  with  Spain,  and  all  who  embarked  on  transports 
for  campaigns  against  the  enemy  in  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific, 
or  on  the  high  seas,  or  elsewhere,  are  entitled  to  wear  the  "service-in-war"  chevron 
prescribed  in  the  Regulations  and  Decisions  pertaining  to  the  uniform  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  approved  May  11,  1897. 

The  foregoing  will  not  apply  to  enlisted  men  who  were  performing  service  in  gar- 
risons on  the  Western  frontier  which  is  requisite  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  nowise 
considered  a  part  of  the  Army  assembled  to  carry  on  the  war  with  Spain. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  C.  CORBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

\  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  141.  \  Washington,  September  1^,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  paragraph  162  of  the  Regulations  is  amended 
to  read  as  follows : 

162.  The  remains  of  deceased  soldiers  will  be  inclosed  in  coffins  and  transported 
by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  the  nearest  military  post  or  national  cemetery, 
or,  if  so  desired  by  their  relatives,  to  their  homes,  for  burial,  unless  the  commanding 
officer  deem  burial  at  place  of  death  to  be  proper,  when  a  full  report  of  the  facts 
and  reasons  will  be  made  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.  The  expense  of 
transporting  the  remains  is  payable  from  the  appropriation  for  Army  transportation, 
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or  from  funds  specially  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  The  cost  of  expense  of 
burial  other  than  the  cost  of  transportation  will  be  limited  to  $35  for  each  enlisted 
man. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  142.  )  Washington,  September  14,  189S. 

I.  The  Acting  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  the  sale  of  horse  equipments  to  volun- 
teer soldiers  discharged  from  the  service,  who  are  desirous  of  purchasing  the  same 
because  they  have  used  them  in  service,  at  the  following  reduced  prices : 

Saddle $10.00 

Bridle 2.00 

Halter 1.00 

Watering  bridle 7-5 

Saddle  blanket 2.50 

Saddlebags 2.50 

Surcingle 50 

Spurs  and  straps,  per  pair 50 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


Circular  i  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  36.      >  Washington,  September  14,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  the  following  instructions  to  pay- 
masters for  the  payment  of  troops  mustered  out  of  the  service  is  published  for  the 
information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned: 

Paymasters  engaged  in  paying  mustered-out  men  will  endeavor  to  make  such 
payments  as  complete  as  possible,  both  with  regard  to  settling  all  arrears  of  what- 
ever nature  due  the  soldier  and  paying  every  one  appearing  on  the  rolls  as  entitled 
to  pay ;  at  the  same  time  exercising  the  greatest  care  to  avoid  overpayments,  as  such 
can  not,  in  all  probability,  be  recovered,  and  the  loss  will  fall  upon  the  paymaster. 

They  will  keep  the  rolls  open  as  long  as  possible  so  as  to  include  all  men  not 
present  at  the  general  payment,  but  who  appear  afterwards,  either  in  person  or  by 
attorney,  before  the  rolls  are  finally  closed. 

credits  on  the  rolls. 

Items  of  credit  to  the  soldiers  likely  to  appear  on  the  rolls  are — 

Pay  from  date  of  last  payment,  to  include  the  date  of  muster  out. 

Arrears  of  pay  due  from  date  of  enrollment  to  date  of  muster  into  the  service,  In 
which  case  certificate  should  be  required  that  the  men  have  not  been  paid  for  the 
same  time  by  the  State. 

Clothing. — Under  this  head  balances  only  should  be  stated:  "Due  the  United 
States,"  or  "Due  the  soldier." 

A  statement  that  the  soldier  has  drawn,  since  his  enlistment,  clothing  to  the 

value  of dollars  will  not  be  accepted;  that  is  to  say,  the  statement  of  the 

balance  due  the  United  States  or  due  the  soldier  must  not  be  left  for  the  paymaster 
to  determine. 

Travel  allowances. — Officers  will  be  entitled  to  one  day's  pay  for  every  20  miles  of 
travel  from  place  of  muster  out  to  place  of  enrollment.  Enlisted  men  will  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  and  to  subsistence  at  the  rate  of  30  cents  per  day  for  every  20  miles 
traveled  as  above.  Fractions  of  a  day  less  than  one-half  (10  miles)  will  not  be 
considered. 

For  a  distance  equal  to  half  a  day  a  full  day's  pay  will  be  allowed. 

certificates  of  nonindebtedness. 

Officers,  before  receiving  final  payment,  must  satisfy  the  paymaster  that  they  are 
not  indebted  to  the  United  States  on  any  account  whatever.  '  Officers  who  have  at 
any  time  been  responsible  for  public  property  must  obtain  certificates  of  nonindebt- 
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ednessfrom  the  Quartermaster-General,  Commissary-General,  Surgeon-General,  Chief 
of  Ordnance  of  the  Army,  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  and  from  the  chief  of  the  divi- 
sion of  bookkeeping  and  warrants.  Secretary's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  and  all 
officers  must  obtain  such  certificates  from  the  Paymaster-General  of  the  Army. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CORBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


Genbral  Orders,  i  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  145.  )  Washington,  September  16,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  is  published  to  the 
Army  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned : 

The  quartermaster  stationed  at  a  general  hospital  under  paragraph  t,  General 
Orders,  No.  139,  September  7,  1898,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  trausportation  to  soldiers  sent  home  on  sick  furlough,  will  act 
as  commissary  of  subsistence  for  paying  commutation  of  rations  to  such  soldiers 
under  General  Orders,  No.  114,  August  9,  1898,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  and  will  obtain  subsistence  funds  for  the  purpose  by  requisition  on  the  chief 
commissary  of  the  department  in  which  the  hospital  is  situated.  For  the  purpose 
of  making  payments  of  commutation  of  rations  in  convenient  form  to  those  entitled, 
quartermasters  on  duty  as  above  at  general  hospitals  are  authorized  to  keep  subsist- 
ence funds  at  their  own  risk  in  their  personal  possession  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
$3,000  at  any  one  time ;  and  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  authorized  to  furnish 
transportation  from  time  to  time  from  the  public  depository  to  the  hospital  for  such 
amounts  of  subsistence  funds  in  currency  as  the  quartermaster  on  duty  as  acting 
commissary  thereat  may  call  for. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CORBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


Gknerai,  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  148.  )  Washington,  September  19,  1898. 

By  direction,  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  is  published  to  the 
Army  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned: 

I.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  under  General  Orders,  No.  114,  August  9,  1898,  from 
this  office,  granting  $1.50  a  day  to  sick  soldiers  while  traveling  to  their  homes  on 
furlough,  the  commissary  paying  this  commutation  was  required  to  note  on  the  fur- 
lough "the  days  for  which  commutation  of  rations  while  traveling  is  paid"  by  him, 
andJby  the  concluding  part  of  Paragraph  I  of  the  same  order  the  $1.50  per  day  thus  paid 
was  not  to  be  repaid  to  the  United  States  by  tbe  soldier,  it  is  ordered  that  when  any 
of  the  days  at  $1.50  per  day  are  shown  by  the  notation  on  the  furlough  to  have  been 
days  covered  by  the  period  of  the  furlough,  the  officer  paying  furlough  commutation 
under  clause  1  of  paragraph  1272  of  the  Regulations  will  refuse  to  allow  25  cents  per 
day  for  those  same  days  when  computing  the  amount  due  the  soldier  on  reporting  at 
the  expiration  of  the  furlough. 

II.  Claims  of  soldiers  alleging  failure  on  their  part  to  receive,  at  initial  points  of 
journeys,  the  commutation  of  rations  at  $1.50  per  day  while  traveling  to  their  homes 
on  furloughs  granted  under  General  Orders,  No.  114,  August  9, 1898,  from  this  office, 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  accompanied  (a)  by 
the  furlough,  or  (6)  by  a  statement  of  the  name  of  the  disbursing  officer  who  took 
up  the  furlough  and  paid  commutation  of  rations  thereon  at  25  cents  per  day.  Claims 
thus  presented  will  be  transmitted  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  to  the 
Auditor  for  the  War  Department,  with  a  statement  of  the  names  of  the  disbursing 
commissaries  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  initial  points  of  the  journeys,  in  order  that 
examination  may  be  made  by  the  Auditor  of  the  accounts  of  those  commissaries, 
and  the  accuracy  of  the  claim  of  failure  to  receive  the  commutation  verified  before 
settlement  by  him.  Claims  for  such  commutation  alleging  loss  of  furlough  will  not 
be  entertained. 

III.  Commanding  officers  of  organizations  ordered  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  serv- 
ice are  authorized  to  extend  the  leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs  granted  officers  and 
men  prior  to  the  receipt  of  orders  for  muster  out,  to  cover  the  period  for  which 
leaves  and  furloughs  are  granted  under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  130, 
August  29,  1898,  from  this  office. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles; 

H,  C,  CoBBiN,  Adjutant-General, 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  149.  )  Washington,  September  SO,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following  instrnotions  in  the  matter  of 
pay  of  commissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  volunteer  organizations  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  are  published  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all 
concerned : 

Battalion  adjutants  and  battalion  sergeants-major,  as  extra  officers  and  noncom- 
missioned officers,  are  not  authorized  by  law  and  can  not  be  paid  as  such,  except  in 
cases  where  they  held  those  positions  in  and  were  in  service  with  State  or  Territorial 
militia  organizations,  whose  members  enlisted  in  the  Volunteer  Army  in  a  body  and 
were  duly  appointed  to  corresponding  positions  in  the  volunteer  organizations  com- 
posed of  members  of  militia  organizations  so  enlisting. 

Should  a  vacancy  occur  in  any  of  these  offices  after  the  muster  in  of  the  organiza- 
tion an  appointment  to  fill  such  vacancy  (which  is  prohibited  by  General  Orders, 
No.  98,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  15,  1898)  will  not,  if  made, 
entitle  the  appointee  to  pay  as  battalion  adjutant  or  sergeanl-major,  and  he  will  be 
entitled  to  pay  only  as  hereinafter  provided  for  in  cases  where  details  are  made  to 
those  positions. 

In  all  cases  where  extra  officers,  as  adjutants  and  extra  sergeants-major  for  bat- 
talions, are  not  authorized,  lieutenants  detailed  as  battalion  adjutants  can  receive 
no  more  than  mounted  pay  of  their  grade,  their  regimental  commanders  certifying 
that  their  dnties  require  them  to  be  mounted,  and  battalion  sergeants-major,  who 
may  be  detailed  from  sergeants  of  companies,  will  not  be  entitled  to  any  pay  other 
than  the  pay  of  their  grade  as  company  sergeants. 

In  cases  where  extra  officers,  as  adjutants  and  sergeants-major  for  battalions,  are 
authorized  by  law,  the  adjutants  will  be  entitled  to  the  pay  of  regimental  adjutant 
and  the  sergeants-major  to  the  pay  of  regimental  sergeant-major;  but  should  any 
such  adjutants  or  any  regimental  quartermasters  or  assistant  surgeons  hold  the  rank 
of  captain  under  State  laws  they  can  receive  no  more  than  the  pay  provided  by  the 
United  States  laws  lor  the  offices  held  by  them  respectively— that  is  to  say,  the  sal- 
ary attached  to  the  office  of  adjutant  or  quartermaster  is  $1,800  per  annum  and  the 
salary  attached  to  the  office  of  assistant  surgeon  of  less  than  five  years'  service  is 
$1,600  per  annum. 

The  Acting  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  has  decided  that  the  salary  attaches  to 
the  office  and  not  to  the  rank  of  the  incumbents  of  these  offices. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  7,  1898,  the  pay  of  chaplains  of  volunteers  is 
fixed  at  that  of  a  captain  mounted,  and  they  will  be  so  paid  from  and  after  the  date 
of  the  act. 

By  act  of  Congress  also  approved  July  7,  1898,  it  is  provided  that  all  officers  and 
enlisted  men  of  volunteers  shall  be  paid  from  the  day  on  which  they  had  theirnames 
enrolled  for  service  in  the  Volunteer  Army  of  the  United  States  and  joined  for  duty 
therein,  after  having  been  called  for  by  the  Governor  on  the  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Officers  and  enlisted  men  of  volunteers  who  have  not  been  paid  for  the  period  ' 
between  date  of  enrollment  and  date  of  muster  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
may  be  paid  the  same  upon  the  next  pay  rolls  of  their  commands,  upon  proper  muster 
for  the  same,  great  care  being  exercised  to  correctly  state  the  date  of  enrollment  and 
date  from  which  pay  was  paid  by  the  United  States. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  150.  )  Washington,  September  HI,  1898. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  when  volunteer  soldiers  whose  regiments 
have  been  ordered  to  be  or  have  been  mustered  out  of  the  service  report  at  military 
posts  or  stations  from  furlough  or  other  absence  from  their  commands,  except  deser- 
tion, the  commanding  officers  thereof  will  notify  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 
giving  all  possible  information  obtainable  from  the  men  covering  the  period  of 
absence,  to  what  date,  and  where  last  paid,  etc.  Descriptive  lists  of  such  men  will 
be  furnished  from  this  office,  on  receipt  of  which  commanding  officers  will  cause  the 
men  to  be  examined  by  a  medical  officer  on  the  prescribed  blank  form  provided  for 
the  purpose,  as  required  in  General  Orders,  No.  124,  August  20,  1898,  from  this  office. 
The  declaration  on  the  physical  examination  blank  required  of  the  person  to  be  dis- 
charged will  be  completed  before  the  medical  examination  is  made,  but  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  company  commander  thereon  will  not  be  executed. 

Commanding  officers  will  act  as  mustering  officers  in  such  cases  unless  there  is  a 
mustering  officer  present,  and  will  have  four  detachment  muster-out  rolls  prepared 


MAJOR-GENERAL   COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  559 

for  men  belonging  to  the  same  regiment  with  the  necessary  discharge  certificates, 
which  latter  will  be  delivered  to  the  men  with  directions  to  iiroceed,  if  practicable, 
to  the  nearest  paymaster  for  final  payment,  to  whom  two  copies  of  the  muster-out 
roll  will  be  sent  by  registered  mail,  with  the  notification  required  by  paragraph  150 
of  the  Army  Regulations. 

If  the  station  of  tlie  nearest  paymaster  is  at  a  distance  from  the  place  of  muster 
out,  the  discharge  certificates  will  be  sent  with  the  rolls,  and  the  paymaster  will 
make  payment  by  check  through  the  commanding  officer.  Quarters  and  subsist- 
ence will  be  furnished  the  men  until  final  payment  is  made. 

The  third  copy  of  the  mnster-out  rolls,  with  the  descriptive  lists,  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  and  the  fourth  copy  to  the  adjutant-general  of 
the  State  to  which  the  organization  belongs.  Men  of  different  regiments  will  not 
be  mustered  out  on  the  same  rolls. 

II.  By  direction  oi  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  soldiers  of  volunteer  organiza- 
tions ordered  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service  who  are  undergoing  sentences  of  con- 
finement imposed  by  courts-martial,  tut  not  dishonorabli/  discharged,  will  be  paroled 
during  the  period  for  which  the  organization  is  on  furlough,  and  the  unexecuted 
parts  of  their  sentences  will  stand  as  remitted  on  the  date  of  the  muster  out  of 
their  companies,  with  which  they  will  be  discharged. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Oeders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

\  Adjutant-General's  Ob'i'ice, 

No.  151.         >  irashington,  Septemher  22,  1898. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  at  least  two  medical  officers  shall 
always  be  left  on  duty  with  each  volunteer  regiment,  including  the  surgeon  with 
the  rank  of  major,  and  all  regiments  will  be  allowed  four  hospital  tents  and  field 
furniture  to  equip  them  for  a  regimental  hospital  for  each  regiment. 

II.  By  direction  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  paragraphs  85  and  886  of  the 
Kegnlations  are  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

■  85.  The  remains  of  officers  killed  in  action,  or  who  die  when  on  duty  in  the  field 
or  at  military  posts,  or  when  traveling  under  orders,  will  be  inclosed  in  coffins,  and 
unless  claimed  by  relatives  or  friends  will  he  transported  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  to  the  nearest  military  post  or  national  cemetery,  or,  if  so  desired  by 
their  relatives,  to  their  homes  for  burial.  The  expense  of  transportiug  the  remains 
is  payable  from  the  appropriation  for  Army  transportation,  or  from  funds  specially 
appropriated  for  that  purpose;  other  expenses  of  burial  are  limited  to  $75.  If  bur- 
ied at  the  place  of  death,  the  fact  will  be  reported  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
Army. 

*  *  »  *  J'  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

V  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  155.  )  Washington,  September  27,  1898. 


II.  By  direction  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders, 
No.  139,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  September  7,  1898,  is  amended 
to  read  as  follows : 

General  Orders,  No.  130,  August  29,  1898,  from  this  office,  is  so  far  amended  as  to 
direct  commissioned  officers  who  belong  to  organizations  fnrloughed  for  sixty  day 
to  await  orders  for  their  own  convenience  for  that  period  instead  of  granting  thems 
leaves  of  absence. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  OoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

\  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  156.  )  Washington,  September  B8,  1898. 

I.  The  following  order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War  is  published  for  the  infor- 
mation and  guidance  of  all  concerned : 
Hereafter  whenever  any  enlisted  man  of  a  volunteer  regiment  is  promoted  to  be  a 
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commissioned  officer,  he  will  be  discharged  as  an  enlisted  man  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  as  of  the  date  next  preceding  that  of  his  muster  in  under  his 
commission  as  an  officer,  and  the  date  of  such  discharge  reported  by  telegraph  to 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

II.  Any  soldier  on  furlough  from  New  Orleans,  La.,  or  who  may  pass  through  that 
city  for  any  purpose,  should  not  be  allowed  to  visit  any  camp  or  garrison  until  he 
has  been  detained  under  quarantine  long  enough  to  preclude  any  possibility  of 
infection,  owing  to  the  fact  that  yellow  fever  is  prevalent  in  that  city  and  in  four 
counties  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

*  #  #  W  *  Jf  # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CoEBiN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Okdees,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  164.  )  Washington,  October  11, 1898. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  "War,  chief  mustering  officers  will  make  timely 
application  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army  for  the  detail  of  medical  officers  of 
the  Regular  Army  or  of  the  Volunteer  staff  to  make  the  physical  examinations  of 
officers  and  men  required  by  General  Orders,  No.  124,  August  20, 1898,  from  this  office, 
and,  to  further  expedite  the  examinations,  will  also  detail  under  the  provisions  of 
said  order  medical  officers  of  any  one  or  more  organizations  of  the  same  State  for 
the  examination  of  the  officers  and  men  of  another  regiment. 

II.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  section  4  of  Paragraph  II  of  General 
Orders,  No.  124,  August  20,  1898,  from  this  office,  is  so  amended  that  when  it  is  im- 
practicable to  secure  a  board  of  three  medical  officers  to  examine  persons  claiming 
disability  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  officer, 
was  not  so  incurred,  mustering  officers  are  authorized  to  convene  boards  composed 
of  one  or  two  medical  officers,  other  than  those  who  made  the  original  examination, 
and  when  the  convening  of  such  a  board  is  not  possible  they  will  themselves  make 
the  examination  required  and  report  the  facts  in  the  case  to  this  office. 

III.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  mustering  officers  will  require  medical 
officers  of  regiments  ordered  to  be  mustered  out  to  render  at  once  to  the  Surgeon-General 
of  the  Army  such  monthly  reports  of  aiok  and  wounded  as  they  may  have  failed  to  for- 
ward, for  any  cause,  at  the  time  such  reports  were  due.  They  will  also  require  that 
all  retained  medical  records,  including  registers  of  patients,  be  forwarded  to  that 
officer,  to  whom  medical  officers  will  apply  for  certitioates  that  these  reports  and 
records  have  been  filed  in  his  office. 

IV.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  section  14  of  General  Orders,  No.  124, 
August  20,  1898,  from  this  office,  is  so  far  amended  as  to  require  regimental  com- 
manders to  sign  the  discharge  certificates  of  all  the  officers  of  their  commands  and 
the  mustering  officers  to  sign  the  discharge  certificates  of  regimental  commanders. 

V.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  mustering  officers  are  hereby  designated 
to  act  as  inspectors  of  property  submitted  to  them  for  condemnation  for  which  offi- 
cers of  organizations  ordered  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service  are  responsible, 
and  they  are  authorized  to  order,  "by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,"  final  dis- 
position to  be  made  of  condemned  property,  except  that  mentioned  in  paragraphs 
888  and  1463  of  the  Regulations. 

VI.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  view  of  Circular  No.  31,  August  12, 
1898,  from  this  office,  and  paragraph  141  of  the  Regulations,  it  is  ordered  that  at 
each  military  post  or  camp  a  competent  officer  will  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  see- 
ing that  all  final  statements  are  in  proper  form,  as  required  by  orders  and  regula- 
tions, before  they  pass  to  the  soldier,  and  that  proper  notifications  have  been  sent 
to  the  paymasters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  168.  )  Washington,  October  IS,  1898. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  dl8burain|;  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Depart- 
ment are  prohibited  from  paying  commutation  of  rations  at  25  cents  per  day  on  those 
furloughs  (granted  previous  to  orders  for  muster  out),  the  periods  of  wliich  cover 
4ays  epibraced  in  the  thirty  or  sixtjr  daj^  periods  of  furloughs  authorized  by  Genprft) 
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Orders,  No.  130,  August  29,  1898,  and  Paragraph  III,  General  Orders,  No.  148,  Sep- 
tember 19,  1898,  from  this  ofSce. 

The  commutation  of  rations  due  on  all  such  previously  granted  furloughs  will  be 
paid  by  paymasters  upon  final  discharge  or  muster  out  upon  presentation  of  the  fur- 
loughs by  those  to  whom  granted,  care  being  taken  not  to  allow  double  payments 
for  the  days  (between  the  dates  of  such  furloughs  and  the  dates  of  discharge  or  mus- 
ter out)  which  are  covered  by  both  furloughs ;  but  paymasters  will  make  no  pay- 
ments of  commutation  of  rations  on  account  of  such  previously  granted  furloughs 
unless  the  furloughs  themselves  are  produced.  When  payment  is  made,  note  thereof 
will  be  indelibly  stamped  by  the  paymaster  on  the  furlough  paper  and  the  same  filed 
with  the  muster-out  roll  or  final  statement.  Amounts  so  paid  will  be  refunded  by 
the  Subsistence  Department  on  settlement  of  paymasters'  accounts. 

Furloughs  of  the  above  character  not  presented  to  paymasters  for  payment  as 
above  provided  for,  but  which  may  be  presented  to  them  or  to  subsistence  officers 
after  muster  out  of  companies  to  which  the  men  belonged,  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  for  settlement  and  payment. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

H.  C.  CORBIN,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  i  Hbadquahtbrs  of  the  Army, 

>  Ajdjdtant-General's  Office, 

No.  169.  >  Washington,  October  17, 1898. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Orders,  No.  124,  August  20, 1898, 
and  General  Orders,  No.  150,  September  21,  1898,  from  this  office,  are  so  far  amended 
as  to  require  that  officers  and  enlisted  men  held  in  service  for  physical  examination 
after  the  organizations  to  which  they  belonged  have  been  mustered  out  of  service 
shall  be  discharged  after  such  examinati  on  has  been  completed  as  of  the  date  of  their 
muster  out  on  detachment  muster-out  rolls,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Miles: 

H.  C.  CoKBiN,  Adjutant-General, 

36  MG 


EEPORT 


THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL, 


War  Department,  Inspeotoe-Genbral's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  1, 1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  matters  per- 
taining to  this  Department.  My  recent  return  to  duty  at  this  desk 
makes  its  preparation  comparatively  hurried;  and  the  noticeable 
absence  of  reports  from  other  officers  greatly  restricts  its  bounds  dur- 
ing the  war. 

PERSONNEL. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  the  six  subordinate  officers  of 
this  department,  supplemented  by  the  detail  of  one  acting  inspector- 
general  (  Maj.  Francis  Moore,  Fifth  Cavalry),  were  on  duty  in  the  six 
independent  inspection  districts  established  under  the  provisions  of 
General  Orders,  No.  18,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  1895,  and  remained 
there  until  April  16, 1898,  when  they  were  assigned  by  Special  Orders, 
No.  89,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  1898,  to  duty  as  inspectors-general 
and  acting  inspectors-general  at  the  headquarters  of  the  eight  military 
departments,  which  had  previously  been  reorganized  under  the  provi- 
sions of  General  Orders,  No.  7,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  March  11, 
1898.  Two  officers  were  temporarily  attached  to  the  department  dur- 
ing the  year,  viz,  Maj.  Casper  H.  Conrad,  Eighth  Infantry  (since 
deceased,  after  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  campaign),  on  duty  in  the  office 
of  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Army  from  July  19, 1897,  per  letter  of 
the  Adjutant-General  of  July  5, 1897,  until  May  1, 1898,  when  he  was 
relieved  by  Special  Orders,  No.  70,  as  amended  by  Special  Orders,  No. 
78,  Adjutant-General's  OfiSce,  1898;  and  Oapt.  William  V.  Eichards, 
Sixteenth  Infantry,  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  office  of  the  inspector- 
general,  Middle  district,  from  January  3,  to  March  2, 1898,  during  the 
absence  on  leave  of  Lieut.  Col.  P.  D.  Vroom,  inspector-general,  per 
telegram  from  the  Adjutant-General  of  December  31, 1897. 

The  return  to  the  departmental  system  of  inspections  necessitated 
the  detaU  of  three  additional  officers  as  acting  inspectors-general,  as 
authorized  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23,  1874.  The 
following  are  the  assignments  made  under  the  orders  referred  to : 

Col.  Eobert  P.  Hughes,  inspector-general,  to  the  Department  of  the  East. 
Col.  George  H.  Bnrton,  inspector-general,  to  the  Department  of  the  Lakes. 
Lient.  Col.  Henry  W.  Lawton,  inspector-general,  to  the  Department  of  CaTifoinia. 
Lieut.  Col.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  inspector-general,  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
Maj.  Francis  Moore,  Fifth  Cavalry,  as  acting  inspector-general,  Department  of  the 
Colorado. 
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Maj.  James  M-.  J.  Sanno,  Third  Infantry,  as  acting  inspector-general,  Department  of 
the  Missouri. 

Maj.  Wirt  Davis,  Fifth  Cavalry,  as  acting  inspector-general,  Department  of  the 
Columbia. 

Capt.  Frank  D.  Baldwin,  Fifth  Infantry,  as  acting  inspector-general,  Department 
of  Dakota. 

Majors  J.  P.  Sanger  and  B.  A.  Garlington,  inspectors-general,  who  had 
been  on  duty  as  inspectors-general  of  the  South  Atlantic  district  and 
also  as  assistants  to  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Army,  continued  on  the 
latter  duty  upon  the  return  to  the  departmental  system  of  inspections. 

Before  the  officers  of  this  department  had  time  to  enter  upon  the 
duties  imposed  by  virtue  of  the  new  assignment,  the  strained  relations 
existing  between  this  country  and  Spain  resulted  in  open  rupture;  and 
on  April  20, 1898,  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  entitled  "Joint  reso- 
lution for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  people  of  Cuba, 
demanding  that  the  Government  of  Spain  relinquish  its  authority  and 
government  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  to  withdraw  its  land  and  naval 
forces  from  Cuba  and  Cuban  waters,  and  directing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  use  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  these  resolutions  into  effect"  was  approved,  followed  by  an  act 
of  Congress  declaring  that  war  exists  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Kingdom  of  Spain,  which  was  approved  April  25, 1898, 
and  by  other  acts  and  war  measures  looking  to  an  effective  organization 
and  mobilization  of  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States. 

CHANGES  INCIDENT   TO   THE   WAR. 

The  act  of  Congress,  approved  April  22, 1898,  "  to  provide  for  tempo- 
rarily increasing  the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States  in 
time  of  war,  and  for  other  purposes,"  authorized  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  in  the  Volunteer  Army,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  certain  general  and  staff  officers,  including 
one  inspector-general  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant- colon  el  for  each  army 
corps,  and  one  inspector- general  with  the  rank  of  major  for  each  divi- 
sion. And  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  7, 1898, "  to  provide 
for  a  temporary  increase  in  the  Inspector-General's  department  of 
the  Army,"  resulted  in  the  promotion  of  Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Lawton, 
inspector- general,  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  of  Majors  J.  P.  Sanger  and 
B.  A.  Garlington,  inspectors-general,  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel; 
and  in  the  appointment  of  Maj.  C.  H.  Heyl,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Capt.- Thomas  T.  Knox,  First  Cavalry,  and  Capt.  S.  C.  Mills,  Twelfth 
Infantry,  in  the  permanent  establishment,  with  the  rank  of  major.  The 
act  also  provides  that  upon  the  mustering  out  of  the  volunteer  forces 
and  the  reduction  of  the  Regular  Army  to  a  peace  basis  no  appoint- 
ments shall  be  made  in  the  Inspector-General's  department  until  the 
number  of  officers  in  each  grade  in  the  department  shall  be  reduced  to 
the  number  now  authorized  by  law. 

Following  the  honored  precedent  established  early  in  its  history,  the 
policy  of  this  department  was  to  secure  service  for  as  many  of  its  offi- 
cers as  possible  with  the  fighting  line.  In  Appendix  A  will  be  found  a 
summary  which  shows  the  changes,  appointments,  stations,  and  field 
duties  of  the  officers  of  the  Inspector-General's  department  from  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign. 

THE   CALL  FOE  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  material  in  the  volunteer  regiments  was  as  fine  as  any  in  the 
world,  but  the  large  and  growing  sick  reports  in  all  camps  accentuated 
the  absence  of  individual  experience  and  of  the  trained  company  offi- 
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cers  and  noncommissioued  officers — the  men  who  could  instruct  in  the 
A,  B,  C,  of  the  soldier's  duty  and  teach  the  important  lesson,  in  its 
details,  of  how  to  best  meet  the  requirements  of  the  new  Mfe. 

It  seems  to  have  been  demonstrated  that  a  more  intimate  relation 
can  wisely  be  established  between  the  militia  and  the  National  Grovern- 
ment,  and  mobility  be  insured.  To  march  with  three  days'  rations  in 
the  haversack  and  ten  in  the  wagon  should  be  easy  to  any  soldiers. 

Evidently  some  reserve  or  depot  system  should  be  devised  by  which 
each  State  on  call  can  pat  its  quota  in  the  field  in  condition  for  service, 
at  least  as  far  as  arms  and  equipments  go.  Unless  there  is  an  immedi- 
ate demand  for  some  large  military  adventure,  or  else  unusually  excel- 
lent provision  is  made  for  the  troops,  is  it  necessary  or  wise  to  concen- 
trate green  troops  in  large  camps,  or  does  experience  indicate  that  for 
organization  aud  equipment  small  local  camps  are  more  suited  to  the 
ordinary  emergency  and  are  apt  to  be  more  healthful  and  easier  to 
supply? 

The  Inspector-General's  department  has  been  fortunate  in  securing 
generally  a  well-selected  and  efficient  corps  of  volunteer  inspectors- 
general.  Their  duties  have  been  arduous,  important,  and  multifarious, 
and  seem  to  have  been  performed  with  commendable  zeal  and  intelli- 
gence. Copies  of  some  of  their  annual  reports,  as  far  as  received,  are 
appended.  It  is  hoped  every  recognition  will  be  assured  for  the  faith- 
ful and  intelligent  work  of  this  accomplished  body  of  ofBcers.  The 
aspersions  in  the  public  press  have  been  seriously  felt,  and  the  inter- 
commanication  between  the  individual  officers  and  the  central  bureau 
should  be  close  and  constant  if  the  public  service  is  to  profit  to  the 
utmost  by  the  united  efforts  of  this  important  corps.  If  there  has  been 
weakness  either  of  individuals  or  methods,  it  should  be  faithfully 
guarded  against,  strengthened,  and  corrected.  That  there  may  be  a 
permanent  record  that  something  was  being  done  and  some  reports 
were  rendered  by  telegraph  or  otherwise  a  summary  outline  of  a  single 
inspection  might  be  submitted  here. 

WAR   INSPECTIONS. 

In  our  mere  routine  work  perhaps  the  most  important  inspection  of 
the  war  was  that  ordered  by  the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army 
of  certain  camps,  which  was  only  consummated  for  that  at  Chickamauga 
in  May  and  June,  where  were  assembled  about  40,000  soldiers  of  the 
three  arms;  and  this  was  again  almost  duplicated  there  in  August 
under  Colonel  Baldwin's  immediate  supervision.  At  any  rate,  it  can 
probably  be  fairly  presented  as  a  sample  of  part  of  the  work  going  on  at 
the  various  camps,  though  it  may  not  indicate  the  daily  routine  and  con- 
stant instruction  greatly  required  and  always  in  progress.  Perhaps  a 
clear  presentation  is  given  in  the  accompanying  order  and  instructions 
of  the  scope  of  this  inspection  and  the  intention  of  the  Major-General 
Commanding  the  Army  to  bring  the  commands,  and  especially  the  offi- 
cers, as  promptly  as  possible  to  some  approach  to  the  test  and  demands 
of  the  campaign  and  the  battle. 

The  following  was  the  order: 

Hbadquakteks  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington,  May  17, 1898, 
Sir:  By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  Major-General  Commanding  the 
Army  directs  that,  accompanied  by  Maj.  E.  A.  Garlington,  inspector-general,  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  J.  Astor,  inspector-general  of  volunteers,  and  Lieuts.  S.  M.  Eoote,  p'ourth 
Artillery,  and  C.  D.  Rhodes,  Sixth  Cavalry,  aids-de-camp,  you  proceed  to  Chicka- 
mauga National  Park,  Tennessee ;  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  New  Orleans,  La. ;  Mobile,  Ala. ; 
and  Tampa,  Miami,  and  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  make  an  inspection  of  the  camps  and 
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troops  assembled  at  those  places.  You  are  authorized  to  call  on  the  inspectors- 
general,  acting  inspectors-general,  and  other  oiflcers  at  the  various  points  you  are  to 
visit,  for  such  assistance  as  you  may  require.  On  completion  of  this  duty  you  will 
return  to  these  headquarters  and  submit  your  report. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  for 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  as  extra  baggage. 
The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  CORBIK,  Adjutant-General. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  U.  S.  V., 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Under  the  foregoing  order  the  following  instructions  were  issued  for 
the  inspection  of  one  of  the  divisions: 

The  inspection  of  the  Second  Division,  First  Corps,  will  proceed  seriatim  by  regi- 
ments after  the  review,  and  begin  prior  to  the  general  inspection  of  the  camps. 
Major  Garlington  will  conduct  the  inspection  of  the  First  Brigade;  Major  Davis  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  and  Major  Slooum  of  the  Third  Brigade.  The  succession  of  the 
regiments  in  each  brigade  will  be  determined  daily  until  completed.  Each  inspector 
will  promptly  report  such  matters  as  require  immediate  remedy  or  attention,  and 
separately  such  as  need  telegraphic  report  to  the  Washington  authorities,  and  will 
conclude  his  brigade  inspection  with  a  summary  report  of  its  salient  features. 

Where  necessary  the  senior  inspector-general  will  control  or  settle  any  matters 
that  may  arise,  and  any  questions  can  be  presented  to  Major  Garlington,  who  is 
authorized  to  direct  all  details  of  the  inspection. 

It  is  desired  chat  each  inspector  will  verbally  state  each  day  something  of  the 
progress  of  his  work  and  what  is  still  to  be  done.  The  basis  of  the  inspection  will 
be  to  determine  and,  if  possible,  to  improve  the  condition  and  quality  of  the  officers, 
men,  equipment,  and  organization  for  effective  work  in  the  campaign  and  battle 
lines. 

In  the  information  yon  are  now  preparing  please  locate  definitely  any  discomforts 
and  special  excellence  discovered,  and  state  the  cause,  if  evident,  and  proper  remedy 
or  commendation  for  exceptional  conditions  (as  the  course  pursued  by  dittereut 
States,  for  instance)  if  it  can  be  done  without  trenching  upon  the  prerogatives  or 
powers  of  higher  authority.  And  visit  the  schools  as  well  as  the  drill  grounds  and 
administrative  centers,  and  note  in  what  and  where  correct  principles  and  instruc- 
tion and  desirable  results  are  shown,  or  the  contrary.  Perhaps  if  the  several  inspec- 
tors of  divisions  can  find  from  each  other  what  special  features,  especially  those 
immediately  remediable,  are  common  throughout  the  command  or  specially  deserve 
the  attention  of  higher  authority,  they  can  be  so  accentuated  as  to  attract  attention 
and  produce  needed  effect. 

As  the  inspection  of  an  improvised  army  preparing  for  the  field  was 
almost  unprecedented  and  absolutely  new  to  us,  our  progress  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  inspection  was  necessarily  slow  until  the  plan  above 
outlined  was  fully  evolved  and  presented.  On  these  lines  an  entire 
division  can  be  fully  inspected  in  three  days,  with  the  aid  of  three  assist- 
ant inspectors-general  and  three  clerks,  so  the  details  of  equipment  and 
practical  instruction  can  be  tested  and  fairly  reported  upon  by  experi- 
enced officers. 

ThePirstArmyCorps,commandedbyMaj.  Gen.  John 
Bpeotiln™^  °^  *^^  '"'  ^'  Brooke,  who  was  also  in  command  of  the  entire  camp, 
was  the  first  inspected.  The  First  Division  was  com- 
manded by  Maj.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  U.  S.  V.,  who  was  also  in  nomi- 
nal command  of  the  unorganized  Sixth  Corps,  and  the  brigades  were 
commanded  by  the  following  officers:  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S. 
Burt,  U.  S.  v.;  Second  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  E.  Compton,  U.  S.  V.; 
Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Hulings,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania.  When  the 
division  was  formed  for  review  it  was  the  first  time  it  had  ever  been 
formed.  The  same  may  be  said  of  every  division  inspected.  The 
grounds  of  Chickamauga  Park  offer  a  number  of  open  fields,  large 
enough  for  division  formations  and,  with  skillful  massing,  for  the  for- 
mation of  an  entire  corps  or  more.  Indeed,  when  I  subsequently  had 
command  of  the  separate  army  located  in  this  camp,  army  maneuvers 
and  reviews,  including  the  three  arms  of  the  service,  were  found  entirely 
practicable. 
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The  iuspectiou  of  so  large  a  commaud,  in  a  trausition  state,  with 
troops  coming  and  going  daily,  was  an  unprecedented  task  and  required 
the  combined  efforts  and  constant  application  of  the  oflcers  of  my 
party  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  close.  The  effective  work  of  these 
accomplished  officers  deserves  warm  commendation.  It  was  thorough 
and  to  the  point,  and  under  existing  conditions  it  was  deemed  advis- 
able to  furnish  corps  and  division  commanders  lists  of  defects  and 
irregularities  discovered  from  day  to  day,  which  seemed  to  require 
immediate  attention,  and  could  be  partially  or  wholly  remedied  by  them, 
and  to  inform  the  authorities  at  Washington  by  telegraph,  as  the  inspec- 
tion progressed,  of  such  matters  as  required  their  attention. 

The  following  telegraphic  reports  were  made  from  Camp  George  H. 
Thomas,  Ga.  Some  of  the  subjects  touched  on  seem  still  to  be  exciting 
interest. 

[Official  telegram.] 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  May  BS,  189S. 
General  Commanding  the  Army, 

Washmgtoii,  D.  C: 
First  day's  inspection  was  limited  principally  to  First  Division,  admirably  com- 
manded by  General  Wilson,  which  was  composed  entirely  of  Northern  regiments, 
those  in  each  brigade  being  from  different  States,  and  was  found  iu  better  shape  than 
was  anticipated,  though  quite  short  of  brigadier-generals.  We  were  greatly  delayed 
in  beginning  the  inspection  by  a  fatal  railroad  collision  with  First  Missouri  train.  My 
son  Ethelbert,  despite  the  bleeding  from  contusions  received,  rendered  special  and 
continuous  assistance  to  the  desperately  injured.  The  defloien'jies  arising  from 
organizing  and  drilling  regiments  of  recruits  representing  various  States,  such  as 
men  of  certain  organizations  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry  being  without  arms, 
horses  or  cannon,  are  doubtless  well  known,  and  the  medical  department  said  to  be 
without  some  of  the  simplest  supplies.  Though  subsistence  supplies  are  abundant, 
filling  large  warehouses  in  Chattanooga,  perhaps  from  the  inexperience  of  the  colo- 
nels, some  difficulties  and  delay  appear  experienced  in  reaching  the  men.  Handier 
water  and  experienced  subordinate  general  and  staff  officers,  particularly  capable 
inspectors,  seem  needed.  Colonels  Burton  and  Vroom  might  be  ordered  to  report  to 
me  now  for  this  tour,  and  then  be  assigned  for  field  service.  The  equipment  and 
instruction  in  close  order  of  the  First  Division  may  be  considered  fairly  good,  and 
are  spoken  of  as  rather  better  than  the  average.  This  inspection  would  be  expe- 
dited and  made  more  eflective  if  we  encamped  with  command.  Please  order  neces- 
sary tentage,  equipage,  temporary  transportation,  and  camp  guard,  if  it  meets  with 
your  approval. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Inspector-General. 

[Official  telegram.] 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  May  S4,  1898. 
General  Miles, 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
In  relation  to  hospital  supplies  at  this  camp,  some  cars  are  being  unpacked. 
Heretofore  some  regiments  came  partially  supplied  and  some  of  their  supplies  are 
exhausted.  A  large  number  came  unsupplied.  Only  one  field  division  hospital, 
becanse  of  inferior  and  inadequate  tentage.  Only  pocket  case,  and  no  surgical  case, 
such  as  needed  for  amputation  of  upper  leg.  Five  cots  and  less  than  a  dozen  of  each 
kind  of  hospital  furniture,  Including  panniers,  for  this  command  of  over  30,000  men, 
and  less  than  a  dozen  patients  in  the  two  hospitals  (division  and  headquarters) 
inspected,  though  others  now  in  regimental  hospitals  would  seem  more  properly  in 
division  hospitals.  More  than  a  dozen  cases  are  said  to  be  sent  to  the  city  hospitals 
at  Chattanooga,  some  of  the  cases  in  division  hospital  being  appendicitis,  measles, 
pneumonia,  purulent  ophthalmia,  and  typhoid  fever,  and  some  lying  on  straw. 
Books  and  blanks  hardly  adequate  for  another  month.  Surgical  dressings  and  sim- 
ple accessories  for  surgical  operations  necessarily  borrowed  or  purchased.  Some 
hospital  water  looked  milky.  The  introduction  of  water  and  stand  pipes  is  pro- 
ceeding with  remarkable  energy  and  promises  speedy  improvements.  The  medical 
corps  feel  the  need  of  larger  organization  and  adequate  personnel,  both  by  enlistment 
in  regular  army  hospital  corps  and  reestablishment  of  national  guard  regimental 
hospital  corps,  which  were  not  mustered  in.  More  regular  medical  officers  seem 
needed.    Dr.  Hoff  has  arrived  and  others  may  be  expecteu.     The  situation  changes 
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BO  rapidly,  that  present  status  is  represented  immediately;  and  the  same  or  greater 
energy  prevails  in  the  medical  department  as  seemed  generally  displayed  here,  and 
some  matters  deserving  immediate  remedy  receive  it. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Volunteers,  Inspector- General. 


f Official  telegram.] 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  May  S9,  1898. 
General  Commanding  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 

Conditions  stated  in  telegram  of  22d  still  hold  approximately.  We  will  stay  this 
week  at  camp,  though  an  absence  of  camping  facilities  was  reported  when  1  wrote 
from  Washington. 

Inspection  of  First  and  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  nearly  completed. 
Both  divisions  reviewed  and  held  battle  exercises.  Noticeably  good  body  of  men, 
but  not  yet  well  in  hand,  nor  instructed  in  the  first  practical  requirements  of  cam- 
paign and  battle,  such  as  marksmanship  or  extended  order.  In  some  regiments  guard 
duty  performed  in  a  slovenly  manner,  and  in  some  regiments  manual  of  arms  not 
taught  in  conformity  with  drill  regulations.  In  First  IJivision  over  30  per  cent  are 
raw  recruits,  and  over  20  per  cent  more,  while  not  absolutely  raw,  have  seen  less 
than  one  year's  service  in  militia,  and  over  50  per  cent  have  had  no  target  practice. 
Target  range  and  practice  eeera  much  needed;  and  any  regular  officers  belonging  to 
this  command,  especially  line,  should  join  at  once.  Difference  in  enlisted  strength 
of  regiments  varies  over  300,  and  all  are  200  or  more  below  the  full  complement. 
The  economy  and  efficiency  of  strong  military  organizations  are  so  strongly  recog- 
nized, that  the  advisability  of  increasing  the  weak  ones  of  the  command  to  the  full 
complement  allowed  by  law  is  submitted  for  consideration  of  the  Department.  All 
of  the  best  commanders  to  whom  I  have  spoken  agree  to  and  earnestly  desire  this, 
and  it  seems  practicable  under  the  second  call  for  troops.  The  First  Division,  First 
Corps,  comes  from  the  Northern  States,  and  the  earlier  battalions  sometimes  are 
noticeably  better  equipped ;  but  the  worst  from  some  States  better  equipped  than 
the  best  from  others,  and  they  are  apt  to  know  how  to  continue  to  get  things. 

The  struggle  and  delay  in  supplies  is  still  apparent,  and  the  more  inexperienced 
suffer.  Perhaps  the  centrali  zed  system  of  supplies  and  the  inferior  railroad  facilities 
and  lack  of  experienced  officers  of  the  several  supply  departments  with  subordinate 
generals  may  have  increased  this  congested  state.  In  Second  Divsion  two  regiments 
without  arms,  and  some  other  regiments  have  none  for  30  to  40  per  cent  of  men,  and 
guards  walk  posts  with  wands.  Many  rifles,  especially  older  models,  even  if  not 
already  unserviceable,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  last  through  a  campaign.  An 
issuing  arsenal  and  repair  shop  seem  needed.  Lack  of  uniforms,  especially  under- 
clothing, noted  nearly  every  where,  and  many  companies  in  mixed,  and  some  wholly 
civilian,  dress ;  and  individuals  purchasing  stores  for  public  purposes,  from  stationery 
and  light-weight  clothing  to  provisions  and  medical  supplies,  is  one  phase  of  the 
situation  here.  Regiments  have  complained  that  sizes  of  clothing  issued,  from  hats 
to  leggings,  sometimes  do  not  fit  and  the  quartermaster  will  not  exchange.  Many 
men  are  overcome  by  heat;  in  tropical  climate  a  cheap  ventilator  seems  needed  for 
hat  under  sweat  leather.  Fresh  meat  issues  have  been  small,  and  trouble  experi- 
enced with  present  commissary  blanks,  and  return  to  simpler  ones  like  those  used 
in  last  war  recommended.  It  is  said  1,000,000  pounds  of  flour  is  accumulating,  but 
hard  bread  largely  eaten  heretofore,  and  contract  for  soft  bread  made  at  about  5  cents 
a  loaf.  As  some  question  of  the  quality  of  water  now  piped  has  been  raised,  it 
might  be  well  to  test  samples  in  Washington. 

Can  not  the  European  system  for  military  post-offices  and  delivery  be  adopted, 
and  men  familiar  with  the  organizations  accompany  them,  instead  of  establishing 
postal  facilities  anew  at  each  place  the  army  moves  to  ? 

My  party  at  Chattanooga  has  been  compelled  to  go  daily  to  and  from  camp  to 
conduct  inspection,  so  I  directed  transportation  requests  furnished.    Is  it  approved? 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Volunteers,  Inspector-General. 


The  Sbcebtary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  C: 


[Official  telegram.] 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  JuneS,  1898. 


In  the  arrival  and  departure  of  troops  from  this  park,  and  the  maneuvers  neces- 
sary for  their  instruction,  crops  and  fencing  of  adjacent  farms  are  sometimes  slightly 
damaged.     The  payment  of  such  damage  is  in  Europe  recognized  as  part  of  the 


MAJOR-GENEEAL   COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  569 

expenses  necessary  for  the  instruction  and  maintenance  of  an  army.  Can  not  $1,000 
of  the  emergency  fund,  or  of  such  other  appropriation  as  is  available,  be  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  General  Brooke's  staff  for  such  purpose? 
Payment  and  fair  settlement  of  such  petty  claims  will  produce  a  good  effect. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Volunteers,  Inspector-General. 

These  reports,  it  is  believed,  will  give  a  fair  conception  of  the  condi- 
tions existing  at  the  camp  and  of  the  earnestness  and  success  with 
which  this  unprecedented  inspection  was  pushed  forward.  There  was 
hardly  a  phase  of  camp  life,  whether  affecting  drills,  minor  tactics,  and 
other  duties,  or  equipment,  clothing,  food,  and  medicines,  or  paperwork, 
in  which  instruction  or  advice  was  not  sought  from  the  inspecting 
of&cers  by  most  of  the  regiments — and  it  was  freely  given  with  the 
most  beneficial  results. 

That  the  proper  test  for  an  improvised  army  must  be 
efficiency  on  the  battle  line  instead  of  salutes  and 
ceremonies  is  clear;  so  considerable  stress  was  laid  upon  battle  exer- 
cises and  handling  killing  weapons.  Every  division  of  the  First  and 
Third  Corps  was  formed  and  all  but  one  tested,  and  the  review  of  a 
corps  suggested;  but  it  seems  not  to  have  taken  place  until  1  assumed 
command  of  this  army  in  August. 

The  difference  between  the  conduct  of  each  division  in  these  maneu- 
vers, according  to  the  prior  experience  and  familiarity  and  personal 
enthusiasm,  skill,  expertness,  and  vigor  of  the  commanding  officer  and 
his  staff,  was  perhaps  as  noticeable  as  that  between  the  regimental 
organizations,  founded  upon  their  past  opportunities  and  present  quali- 
ties. It  is  believed  that  these  division,  corps,  and  army  maneuvers  did 
much  toward  directing  general  attention  to  tlje  practical  requirements 
of  the  battle  line,  and  each  organization  was  thus  given  the  best  oppor- 
tunity to  compare  its  own  merits  with  the  others  in  camp,  and  the 
emulation  aroused  was  evident.  The  increased  interest  and  insight 
such  masses  give  to  the  knowledge  of  warlike  requirements  are  easily 
appreciated.  It  seemed  that  a  new  spirit  and  clearer  discernment  was 
inculcated  in  that  command.  In  one  exercise,  where  General  Poland's 
division  turned  the  flank  of  Colonel  Bobleter's  (Second  and  Third 
Divisions,  First  Corps),  to  capture  Hall's  Ford  of  the  Chickamauga,  we 
had  about  20,000  men  opposed  to  each  other;  and  the  lesson  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten.  And  when  General  Grant  marched  his  division 
(First  Division,  Third  Corps)  before  me,  the  scene  seemed  striking. 
When  his  division  was  passing  in  review  two  other  major-generals  were 
observing  its  performance.  The  formation  and  status  at  that  early 
stage  of  mobilization  may  deserve  noting. 

The  battle  maneuver  of  the  First  Division  was  based  on  operations  of 
the  civil  war.  One  brigade  was  directed  to  take  and  hold  McFarlands 
Gap  and  the  other  two  brigades  were  directed  to  turn  the  position. 
This  involved  a  march  of  several  miles  from  their  camp,  a  careful  selec- 
tion of  routes  of  march,  the  use  of  scouts,  flankers,  and  skirmishers, 
and  a  careful  observation  of  time,  in  order  to  seize  important  points 
before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy.  The  turning  maneuver  was  successful, 
and  the  salient  features  of  the  exercise  were  pointed  out  and  empha- 
sized by  General  Wilson  to  the  brigade  commanders;  and  General 
Hulings  informed  me  at  the  peace  jubilee  in  Philadelphia  that  he  had 
much  the  same  military  movement  to  make  in  active  service  in  Porto 
Eico. 

The  regimental  inspection  developed  the  precise  needs  of  each  regi- 
ment, and  led  to  their  being  more  rapidly  and  more  intelligently  supplied. 
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It  should  be  said  that  our  work  in  this  inspection  (First  Division,  First 
Corps)  was  much  facilitated  by  the  fact  that  about  the  time  of  our 
arrival  there  the  division  commander  directed  his  brigade  commanders 
to  make  an  inspection,  to  determine  the  equipment  necessary  to  fully 
equip  the  various  regiments  of  his  command. 

The  Second  Division  was  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Poland, 
since  deceased  j  the  First  Brigade  by  Colonel  Van  Duzee,  Fourteenth 
Minnesota ;  Second  Brigade  by  Colonel  Gardener,  Thirty -first  Michigan, 
and  Third  Brigade  by  Colonel  Smith,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth 
Indiana.  For  review  the  division  was  formed  in  two  lines  of  masses. 
The  battle  exercises  consisted  in  one  brigade  taking  up  a  position  across 
a  road  along  which  a  division,  consisting  of  the  other  two  brigades, 
was  attempting  to  advance.  This  required  the  free  use  of  scouts,  the 
advance  and  development  of  formation  for  attack  and  defense  to  the 
attack.  A  great  many  of  the  troops  of  this  division — some  among  the 
best — were  without  arms  or  uniforms. 

The  Third  Division  had  been  commanded  for  a  short  time  by  Brig. 
Gen.  S.  Snyder,  but  as  he  was  under  orders  to  go  to  another  command, 
the  senior  colonel  of  the  division  was  placed  in  command — Colonel  Boble- 
ter,  of  the  Twelfth  Minnesota.  The  First  Brigade  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  Burchfield,  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania;  the  Second  Brigade  by 
Colonel  Pew,  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts,  and  the  Third  Brigade  by 
Colonel  Dougherty,  of  the  Ifinth  Pennsylvania. 

The  division  was  formed  for  review  in  two  lines  of  masses.  The  bat- 
tle exercise  of  this  division  consisted  in  taking  up  a  position  to  defend 
the  fords  of  the  Chickamauga  in  a  bend  of  the  river,  the  distance  in  a 
straight  line  between  the  extreme  points  being  a  little  over  a  mile,  but 
following  the  course  of  the  river  over  twice  that  distance.  This  posi- 
tion was  to  be  attacked  by  the  Second  Division  in  an  attempt  to  force  a 
crossing.  The  maneuver  was  carried  out,  a  strong  attack  made  on  one 
flank,  and  the  line  declared  forced  at  that  point. 

Many  of  the  troops  of  this  division  were  without  arms  or  uniforms. 

The  Third  Army  Corps  was  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  James  F.  Wade, 
U.  S,  v.;  the  First  Division,  by  Brig.  Gen.  F.  D.  Grant,  U.  S.  Y. 

The  First  Brigade  by  Colonel  Battdorf,  First  Missouri;  Second 
Brigade,  Colonel  Biels,  Third  Missouri ;  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Clark, 
First  Vermont. 

The  division  was  formed  for  review  in  a  single  line  of  masses.    There 
were  only  two  regiments  to  each  brigade  in  the  division.    Many  of  the 
troops  were  without  arms  or  uniforms. 
Call  to  Tampa.  -^^  *^*®  Stage  of  the  inspection  I  was  summoned  to 

join  the  forces  embarking  at  Tampa  for  an  invasion  of 
the  enemy's  territory  under  the  following  telegram,  and  the  battle 
problem  of  the  First  Division,  Third  Corps,  was  executed  after  my 
departure : 

[OfiBcial  telegram.] 

Tampa,  Fla.,  June  S,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Brbokinridgb, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.  -. 
The  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  directs  that  you  report  to  him  here  as 
soon  as  possible.     The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

F.  MiCHLBK, 

Aaaiatant  Adjutant-General. 
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In  obedience  to  these  instructions  I  left  Cbattanooga,  Teun.,  on  the 
same  day  and  arrived  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  on  the  morning  of  June  5.  The 
following  telegraphic  reports  were  made  en  route: 

[Official  telegram.] 

En  Route  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  4,  tS9S. 
General  Milks, 

Commanding  the  Army,  Tam,pa,  Fla. : 

After  inspecting  over  30,000  men  at  Camp  Thomas,  it  seems  demonstrated  that 
brigade  and  division  commanders  rather  under  than  over  45  (alert,  vigorous,  and 
experienced,  but  not  stale)  are  specially  needed  for  instruction  and  leadiug  an  impro- 
vised army  to  promptly  and  successfully  meet  the  requirements  of  the  modern  battle 
line,  and  well-instructed  staff  officers  for  these  subordinate  commands,  even  if  not  so 
youn^,  are  also  needed.  There  are  almost  none  with  the  brigades.  Having  brigades 
and  divisions  so  soon  under  volunteer  colonels  makes  the  regiment  suffer  from  absen- 
teeism at  the  formative  period,  and  necessitates  undue  slowness  in  essential,  but  not 
showy,  instruction.  Is  not  the  importance  recognized  of  training  the  individual  in 
such  matters  as  musketry  1  Whole  regiments  and  parts  of  regiments  arrive  unarm  ed, 
and  yet  no  rifles  are  on  hand  for  them  when  they  arrive,  and  none  have  had  target 
practice  here,  not  even  gallery  practice.  Similarly  the  training  of  the  tactical  unit, 
which  may  be  accepted  as  the  battalion  under  the  present  legal  organization,  needs 
to  be  specially  expedited  in  an  improvised  army,  which  may  be  on  the  battle  line 
before  being  proficient  in  mere  military  incidentals. 

The  way  Major  Parker  of  the  Twelfth  New  York  (captain  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry) 
holds  his  battalion  in  hand,  and  is  training  it  in  extended  order,  is  a  favorable  illus- 
tration; and  Colonel  Gardiner's  training  of  the  Thirty-first  Michigan,  though 
unarmed,  deserves  similar  notice.  Apparently  from  the  benefits  of  attention  paid 
by  the  States  to  the  National  Guard,  the  regiments  which  represented  the  States 
having  the  best  National  Guard  appear  better  prepared  for  present  contingencies 
than  those  from  some  of  the  others,  even  though  the  requirements  of  battle  line  are 
somewhat  ignored.  In  staff  work,  during  such  a  press,  it  is  evident  how  papers, 
property,  disbursements,  or  transport  naturally  demand  the  first  attention,  while 
the  green  men  must  almost  take  care  of  themselves,  though  needing  the  utmost  care ; 
and  through  their  utter  inexperience  of  every  relation  of  military  life  and  adminis- 
tration the  men  suffer  for  days  for  the  want  of  even  fresh  beef  or  medical  supplies. 
When  no  harness  came  with  the  mules  and  wagons  it  made  the  shortage  of  potable 
water  more  severely  felt.  To  obtain  direct  knowledge  of  the  individual  soldiers 
and  note  their  deficiencies  and  aid  their  supply  are  the  special  duties  of  the  inspect- 
ors, but  their  duties  seem  to  be  inadequately  provided  for  and  designated.  There 
are  no  brigade  inspectors-general  authorized  by  law,  though  there  should  be.  It 
can  hardly  be  considered  that  the  sufferings  of  the  men  will  be  equally  well  guarded 
against  and  their  wants  equally  promptly  provided  for  without  the  energetic  and 
well-directed  and  faithful  assistance  of  inspectors,  but  surely  there  has  been  a 
decided  deficiency  somewhere  which  is  now  being  partially  remedied  since  the 
presence  of  such  officers  on  inspection  duty  as  Majors  Thomas  and  Slocum  and  of 
staff  officers  of  other  departments  joining  about  the  same  time.  The  excessive 
labor  and  constant  attention  required  of  those  in  the  higher  positions  in  charge  of 
this  concentration  of  troops,  especially  in  the  highly  centralized  method  in  which 
it  is  conducted,  deserves  favorable  notice  and  considerate  attention,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, some  relief  both  by  adding  to  the  staff  force  employed  and  possibly  by  chang- 
ing the  methods  somewhat  as  the  organization  becomes  more  complete. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Volunteers,  Inspector-General. 


[Official  telegram.] 
The  Secretary  of  War,  Macon,  Ga.,  Juried,  1898. 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
This  inspection  of  Camp  Thomas  led  to  formation  for  review  of  all  its  organized 
divisions,  aggregating  nearly  40,000  men,  and  battle  exercises  where  one  division 
held  the  fords  of  the  Chickamauga  against  another,  bringing  nearly  20,000  men  to 
the  test  and  opening  their  eyes  to  the  essential  requirements  and  instruction  of  the 
line  of  battle.  No  other  method  is  more  effective  for  an  improvised  army.  Just 
before  we  left  camp  three  regiments  were  being  critically  inspected  simultaneously 
by  the  regular  officers  of  my  party,  and  you  will  appreciate  its  effectiveness  and  the 
sound  principles  inculcated  and  impressed  upon  these  patriotic  young  soldiers  by 
Bnch  carefully  concentrated  attention  by  experts. 

Having  done  my  part  through  this  formative  period,  may  I  not  now  renew  my 
request  for  a  command  appropriate  to  my  rank  and  grade? 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Volunteers,  Inspector-General, 
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These  telegrams  may  indicate  that  some  reports  were  promptly  sub- 
mitted during  an  inspection  as  early  in  the  Spanish  war  as  May,  men- 
tioning such  matters  as  the  potability  of  the  water,  the  presence  of 
typhoid  fever  in  camp,  the  adequacy  of  medical  and  other  supplies,  the 
admirable  personnel,  and  the  immense  amount  of  work  imposed  every- 
where and  enthusiastically  performed,  and  other  points  which  have 
grown  into  greater  prominence  since  their  dates. 

It  may  be  stated  in  general,  as  determined  by  the 

Results  of  the  In-  inspection,  that  the  volunteer  regiments  need  at  first, 
speotion.  ^^j.  ^^  offensive  campaign,  constant  instruction  and 

drill  and  battle  practice,  during  which  time  they  should  be  fully  sup- 
plied and  equipped.  All  the  regiments  have  from  30  to  70  per  cent  raw 
recruits,  and  those  who  are  not  raw  have  had  very  little  drill  in  extended 
order  maneuvers,  or  living  on  the  march  from  haversacks  or  wagons. 
A  large  percentage  of  officers  inspected  come  from  the  National  Guard. 
They  are,  as  a  rule,  zealous  and  competent— some  noticeably  promis- 
ing— as  far  as  the  instruction  and  experience  of  the  National  Guard 
can  carry  them.  They  are  just  the  kind  from  whom  our  unsurpassable 
and  finally  victorious  armies  have  always  been  made,  though  at  first 
some  of  the  officers  are  as  much  in  need  of  instruction  and  experience 
in  their  superior  position  as  the  men  under  them ;  and  both  generally 
learn  with  wonderful  rapidity  and  facility.  Their  military  ardor  and 
patriotic  fervor  are  admirable. 

The  most  important  requirements  in  the  way  of  drill  are  target 
practice  and  extended  order  drill.  And  the  great  results  to  be  attained 
are  mobility,  endurance,  and  discipline.  It  was  my  endeavor  to  impress 
these  requirements  upon  men  and  commanders  according  to  your  orders, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  plan  of  inspection  tended  to  bring  these 
necessities  home  to  them.  With  such  ofiftcers  as  Colonels  Garlington 
and  Astor,  Majors  Slocum,  Eogers,  and  Davis,  and  Lieutenants  Poote 
and  Rhodes,  performing  this  duty  with  definite  instructions  to  make 
the  requirements  of  the  campaign  and  line  of  battle  the  dominant  fea- 
tures, all  who  know  these  officers  must  be  aware  that  their  united  work 
must  tell  effectively.  And  each  officer  had  an  experienced  clerk  help- 
ing on  the  work  most  beneficially. 

Evidently  neither  the  department  nor  district  system  of  assignment 
of  inspectors  fully  fits  the  requirements  of  this  war;  and  the  law  for 
volunteers  assigns  inspectors  only  to  corps  and  divisions.  And  the  num- 
ber of  inspectors-general  is  noticeably  inadequate ;  indeed  there  are  none 
authorized  by  law  for  brigades  or  armies,  though  their  need  has  been 
established  by  precedent  and  recognized  by  those  best  able  to  appreci- 
ate their  need  in  every  military  emergency  since  the  foundation  of  the 
Government  till  now;  and,  perhaps,  the  necessity  is  sometimes  met  by 
the  temporary  detail  of  officers  to  do  the  work  as  it  is  needed.  Acting 
inspectors-general  of  brigades  were  detailed  in  the  Seventh  Corps  with 
most  excellent  results.  In  the  intimate  daily  association  with  troops 
created  by  campaign,  many  reports  may  be  made  and  results  attained 
verbally.  But  the  more  formal  weekly  r6sum6  used  in  that  corps  was 
also  very  commendable. 

We  are  both  wise  and  fortunate  to  have  so  many  men  in  this  first 
call  for  troops  who  have  served  for  years  either  in  army  or  national 
guard  organizations,  imbued  with  military  traditions  and  possessed  of 
military  supplies,  stand  out  with  evident  qualifications  that  are  most 
desirable  in  these  earlier  stages  of  the  war  and  have  an  influence 
on  their  less  fortunate  comrades  all  around  them.  As  a  soldier  is  an 
efficient  combination  of  a  man  and  a  weapon,  it  will  probably  be  inter- 
esting to  learn  what  is  the  average  and  longest  time  it  has  required 


MAJOR-GENERAL   COMMANDING  THE   ARMY.  573 

our  organizations  to  become  fully  armed  and  equipped,  and  what  effect- 
ive knowledge  and  capacity  for  attack  and  defense  they  have  acquired 
as  soldiers;  but  up  to  their  muster  out,  or  now,  some  of  these  organiza 
tions  are  far  more  diligently  employed  in  getting  preliminary  experience 
and  instruction  than  giving  or  collecting  data,  however  useful  as  a 
guide  to  others  for  military  operations.  But  can  not  the  law  provide 
in  anticipation  of  war  for  such  absolute  necessities  as  will  prevent  any 
unnecessary  suffering  of  our  soldiers? 

Questions  of  saving  soldiers  from  suffering  and  unnecessary  death 
and  imparting  due  skill  in  caring  for  themselves,  and  so  saving  lives 
andincreasing  efQciency  by  proper  practice  of  mobilization  and  embark- 
ation of  troops  before  the  time  of  need,  and  also  the  possibility  of 
experts  most  economically  teaching  military  men  to  shoot,  as  illustrated 
by  the  National  Guard  last  year  near  Santa  Monica,  Oal.,  have  been 
so  urgently  and  fully  set  forth  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Inspector- 
General's  Department  and  are  so  fully  appreciated  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army  and  every 
chief  of  bureau  or  department  commander,  and  all  have  so  earnestly 
done  their  utmost  to  remedy  it,  that  the  indications,  occasionally,  of  the 
pitiful  lack  of  such  fundamental  soldierly  knowledge  and  experience  can 
only  be  regretted  and  endured,  and,  as  far  as  still  possible,  promptly 
remedied.  Ill-armed  or  unarmed,  or  ill  clothed,  regiments  are  a  pitiful 
sight.  Obsolete  weapons  may  appear  a  crying  shame.  A  call  to  arms 
presupposes  arms  to  issue  immediately  where  the  men  are  assembled. 
Muskets  that  can  hardly  be  expected  to  stand  a  campaign,  and  artil- 
lery, the  parts  of  which  can  only  be  put  together  with  difficulty,  place 
the  soldier  under  disadvantage.  Such  arms  are  a  dangerous  possession 
except  for  museums;  and  the  lack  of  adequate  medical  supplies  would 
be  an  appeal  to  human  pity. 

Americans  are  willing  enough  to  assert  themselves;  but  being  will- 
ing is  hardly  being  ready.  The  present  military  situation  demonstrates 
what  apparently  none  but  the  wisest  statesmen  and  professional  sol- 
diers would  accept  last  year — that  in  proper  care  for  our  own  soldiery 
at  least  260,000  flrst-class  weapons,  and  other  materials  in  proportion, 
especially  transportation,  are  immediately  essential  when  our  duty 
calls  us  to  arms  against  even  a  second-class  power.  As  we  can  not 
willingly  be  classed  as  contentious  against  nations  one-fifth  our  size, 
these  preparations  we  are  now  so  earnestly  engaged  upon  may  become, 
under  Providence,  a  mere  schooling,  preparing  us  to  respond  to  our 
future  destiny.  What  that  destiny  is,  will  be  determined  for  us  here- 
after as  now,  by  the  same  overruling  power.  Two-thirds  of  the  earth 
is  covered  with  water,  and  we  have  reached  the  shore  upon  both  seas. 
What  can  not  be  avoided  we  must  meet  like  men.  And  the  men  in 
our  little  Eegular  Army,  and  in  the  volunteers  that  as  yet  have  been 
called  out,  equal  the  best  that  our  country  ever  called  to  its  colors. 
The  training  and  physique  ot  the  regulars  are  superb,  and  are  rivalled 
by  regiment  after  regiment  of  volunteers  as  far  as  their  training  has 
gone. 

The  quality  of  the  regular  officers  is  proverbial  and  the  problem  is 
how  to  make  the  most  of  them  while  thej"^  are  so  few.  It  was  always 
the  avowed  intention  to  use  them  as  a  distributing  reservoir  of  military 
knowledge  in  case  of  war.  Everywhere  that  they  are  thrown  among 
the  volunteers  one  is  doing  the  work  of  a  dozen,  and  more  are  needed. 
How  excessive  and  admirable  has  been  the  work  of  individual  officers 
wherever  scattered,  whether  as  line  or  staff,  deserves  the  warmest 
recognition,  encouragement,  and  reenforcement.  The  zeal  of  the  volun- 
teers and  their  rare  intelligence  and  adaptability,  and  the  training  of 
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many  of  them  in  some  of  the  more  excellent  schools  of  the  National 
Guard,  are  evident  all  along  the  line.  Every  advantage  should  be  taken 
of  all  the  military  instruction  which  our  military  system  affords;  and 
perhaps  full  use  is  not  being  made  of  the  graduates  of  our  hundred  or 
more  of  military  colleges,  nor  of  the  Army  itself  as  a  training  school  for 
young  officers.  How  every  regiment  and  corps  was  wisely  and  neces- 
sarily stripped  to  supply  trained  ofiBcers  where  most  needed  is  a  prom- 
inent feature  of  such  a  mobilization. 

Perhaps  the  following  copy  of  general  orders — the  first  issued  from 
Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Corps — may  serve  to  illustrate  the 
systematic  steps  taken  to  place  the  troops  on  an  effective  war  basis  and 
incidentally  show  the  need  of  brigade  inspectors : 

General  Orders,  )     Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  S  May  19, 1898. 

I.  Until  further  orders  in  all  organizations  of  this  command,  reveille  ■will  he 
sounded  daily  at  5.30  a.  m.,  retreat  at  sunset,  tattoo  at  9  p.  m.,  and  taps  at9.15  p.  m., 
at  -which  latter  hour  the  inspection  provided  for  in  Par.  383,  Army  Regulations,  will 
be  made. 

II.  Subject  to  such  details  as  may  be  prescribed  by  brigade  commanders,  theoreti- 
cal and  practical  instruction  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  their  respective 
commands  will  be  instituted  by  regimental  commanders.  Theoretical  instruction 
will  be  held  daily,  Sundays  excepted,  at  such  hours  as  will  not  interfere  with  other 
duties.  Exercises  in  practical  instruction  will  be  held  daily,  Sundays  excepted, 
from  7  a.  m.  to  9.30  a.  m.,  and  from  3.30  p.  m.  to  5  p.  m.,  but  field  and  battle  exer- 
cises need  not  be  confined  to  these  hours.  The  time  allotted  to  practical  instruction 
will  be  divided  among  the  various  exercises  at  the  discretion  of  brigade  or  regimen- 
tal commanders,  having  due  regard  to  the  principle  that  short,  brisk,  spirited  drills 
give  the  best  results,  and  that  not  only  instruction  but  condition,  discipline,  and 
marksmanship  are  the  ultimate  aim. 

III.  Brigade  commanders  will  issue  the  necessary  orders  for  the  thorough  police 
and  discipline  of  camps. 

IV.  Brigade  commanders  will,  with  the  least  practicable  delay,  inspect  all  the 
regiments  of  their  respective  brigades  and  ascertain  the  amount  on  hand  and  condi- 
tion of  all  arms,  ammunition,  equipments,  camp  equipage,  and  transportation,  and 
report  the  result  of  their  investigation  to  these  headquarters,  together  with  a  state- 
ment of  all  that  is  needed  to  put  the  regiments  into  the  field  as  an  effective  fighting 
force.  They  will  also  give  their  opinions  as  to  the  length  of  time  it  will  take  to 
accomplish  this  result. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Wilson : 

W.  E.  Wilder, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  Volunteers. 

The  intelligent  energy  displayed  is  phenomenal  and  the  results  are 
commensurate  with  the  labor.  And  all  that  was  done  before  the  dec- 
laration of  war  is  bearing  fruit  abundantly  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation, 
and  all  that  has  been  done  since  is  directed  intensely  toward  immediate 
and  essential  results.  It  is  simply  astounding  that  so  much  has  been 
accomplished  and  done  so  well  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  and  the  work 
is  still  being  pressed  everywhere  with  the  same  impetuosity  and  earnest- 
ness and  success.  The  condition  of  things  was  then  as  good  as  could  be 
expected  and  is  constantly  improving,  and  only  the  ultimate  test  of 
campaign  and  battle  can  be  expected  to  furnish  the  ultimate  judgment 
upon  the  results  for  which  all  worked  so  patriotically. 

While  the  general  effects  were  so  creditable  and  the  most  important 
results  were  attained  with  such  marvelous  celerity  and  directness  of 
purpose,  startling  the  world  and  winning  universal  commendation,  still 
there  may  yet  be  an  occasion  when,  at  least  among  ourselves,  we  may 
duly  consider  whether  there  was  really  nothing  we  could  improve  if  we 
had  it  to  do  over  again.  This  mobilization  appears  to  have  been  gen- 
erally a  great  improvement  over  1861,  though  of  course  it  was  a  far 
easier  job ;  and  on  the  navy  side  especially,  the  preparation  was  far  and 
away  better  advanced  and  perhaps  therefore  in  part  freer  from  loss  and 
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suffering.  Details  in  which  life  and  suffering  are  involved  rise  to  impor- 
tance, demanding  attention  even  though  not  equally  with  the  glorious 
general  results. 

tio^n'tJT^sirtiaJo^de  ^n<ier  ^^^  following  instructions  I  held  myself  in 
Cuba.  readiness  for  the  embarkation : 

[Official  telegram.  ] 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  6,  1898. 
Major-General  Breckinkidgb, 

Tampa,  Fla.: 

General  Shafter's  request  that  you  accompany  him  on  the  expedition  has  been 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War.     Govern  yourself  accordingly. 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 

Of  course,  the  expedition  to  Cuba  overshadowed  all  other  events, 
and  it  became  the  ofiQcers  of  the  Inspector-General's  Department  to  be 
with  it  and  at  least  share  in  its  dangers  and  hardships.  Nearly  half 
of  the  permanent  officers  of  this  department  were  there.  If  inspectors- 
general  are  to  be  fit  to  inspect  soldiers,  they  must  be  fit  to  serve  with 
and  command  them  in  campaign  and  battle.  And  it  must  be  indeed  a 
muddy  mettled  soldier  who,  having  any  choice  between  joining  his 
comrades  in  battle  or  serving  with  some  bombproof  command,  should 
fail  to  seize  the  opportunity  to  join  in  the  battle.  In  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  actual  departure  of  this  expedition  it  seemed  that  the 
transports  had  not  been  examined  by  an  inspector-general,  as  sug- 
gested in  Army  Eegulations,  874,  and  were  perhaps  not  all  perfectly 
suited  nor  fairly  occupied  as  transports.  So,  after  speaking  to  General 
Shafter  and  Colonel  Humphrey  and  the  chief  surgeon,  the  following 
telegrams  were  sent  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  the  Major- 
General  Commanding  the  Army  and  the  Acting  Inspector-General  of 
the  Army,  while  the  departure  of  the  fleet  was  being  delayed,  and 
several  transports  were  added,  perhaps  for  other  reasons  also,  and  the 
situation  seemed  noticeably  relieved : 

[Official  telegram.] 

PoKT  Tampa,  Pla.,  June  11, 1898. 
General  Miles, 

Commanding  the  Army,  Tampa  Bay  Hotel,  Tampa,  Fla.. 
There  was  probably  one  at  first,  but  now  again  there  is  to  be  a  board  of  officers, 
and  doubtless  your  attention  has  already  been  given  to  the  carefully  considered 
opinion  of  the  medical  officers  as  to  the  present  condition  and  inevitable  results 
under  the  delay  and  slow  traveling  for  consecutive  days,  which  may  lead  to  suffering 
or  the  enervation  of  the  troops  on  what  they  consider  the  worse-arranged  or  ill- 
adapted  transports,  especially  if  overcrowding  continues,  and  so  militate  against 
landing  the  force  in -the  best  fighting  condition.  There  has  been  some  mention  of 
other  ships  within  reach,  and  among  them  some  prizes  now  at  Key  West,  which  the 
public  prints  say  the  Government  intends  to  use.  The  Concho,  Miami,  San  Diego, 
and  Cherokee  are  among  those  I  have  heard  mentioned  in  this  connection  as  in  objec- 
tionable condition.  Not  knowing  how  fully  the  matter  has  already  been  presented 
to  you,  it  seems  best  to  transmit  it  immediately. 

Brbckinridgb, 
Major-General,  Volunteers,  Inspector-General. 


[Official  telegram.] 

Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  IS,  1898. 
Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
The  same  congestion  already  reported  and  given  local  relief  at  Chickamauga  is 
found  intensified  in  the  mails  here.     The  only  permanent  general  relief  can  be  given 
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by  a  military  postal  system  as  mobile  as  the  army  itself,  and  definitely  attached  to 
it,  such  as  is  perfectly  exemplified  in  all  its  details  in  several  European  nations. 

BRBCKIN  RIDGE, 

Major-General,  Volunteers,  Inapeotor-General. 


[Official  telegram.] 

Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  12,  1898. 

Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger, 

Acting  Inspector-General,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  discomfort,  especially  of  the  inexperienced  enlisted  men,  seems  enhanced  by 
the  unsystematic  and  unsupervised  methods,  or  lack  of  inspections  of  volunteers  by 
capable  inspectors  hitherto  prevailing.  Even  the  preliminary  inspection  of  trans- 
ports by  officers  of  this  department,  recognized  in  General  Sackett's  Aide  Memoirs, 
does  not  seem  to  take  place,  and  with  results  easily  anticipated.  Please  send  me  a 
summary  of  the  several  inspection  duties  of  both  the  corps  and  division  inspectors- 
general  (perhaps  best  if  prepared  in  the  form  of  an  order),  that  may  bring  some  good 
form  out  of  present  chaos. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Volunteers,  Inspector-General. 

Some  objection  seemed  to  be  taken  to  almost  every  recorded  effort 
by  officers  of  this  department  to  help  guard  the  health  of  the  commands 
or  insure  the  perfect  care  of  the  sick,  though  sanitation  is  specially 
mentioned  in  paragraph  874,  Army  Eegulations,  as  a  matter  it  must 
give  attention  to ;  and  under  paragraph  857,  Army  Eegulations,  all  mat- 
ters are  duly  subject  to  its  scrutiny.  The  dread  typhus  was  escaped, 
which  was  foreshadowed  then  by  the  medical  officers  as  a  possible 
experience  on  water,  as  yellow  fever,  malaria,  typhoid,  and  calentura 
were  for  camps  on  land.  And  all  the  sixteen  thousand  men  on  the 
expedition,  and  more,  seemed  needed  on  the  front  line  even  without  an 
organized  reserve,  before  its  full  success  was  accomplished  in  July. 

The  sail  across  to  Cuba  was  balmy  and  delightful,  though  slow;  and 
the  lauding  was  as  fortunate  and  resolute  as  all  the  remainder  of  the 
expedition.  The  rush  with  which  it  was  started  may  have  insured 
some  incongruity  in  the  way  things  were  packed  and  their  subsequent 
inaccessibility,  and  some  deficiencies,  as,  for  instance,  in  landing  facili- 
ties. 

The  scene  at  Port  Tampa  Wharf  when  two  additional  scows  were 
bought,  though  unfinished,  seems  fortuitous,  though  only  one  got  to 
Cuba.  Other  incidents  besides  the  way  the  command  was  stripped  of 
horses  and  cannon  gave  omen  that  it  was  regarded  almost  as  a  sudden 
dash  with  hopes  by  some,  perhaps  not  of  the  army,  of  accomplishing 
great  results  in  a  certain  number  of  hours,  or  at  least  accomplishing 
results  like  a  forlorn  hope,  where  the  ordinary  rules  of  war  with  any 
gradual  approaches  and  merely  limited  risks  would  not  avail.  The 
command  was  as  capable  as  one  so  constituted  could  be  of  anything 
that  is  known  in  warfare,  and  whatever  the  demand  that  was  actually 
made,  it  responded  to  it  to  the  uttermost,  and  more.  So  absolute  and 
complete  was  its  performance,  so  surely  did  it  overcome  all  obstacles, 
that  it  is  believed  the  results  achieved  are  not  only  commensurate  with 
the  ratio  of  loss,  but  possibly  could  hardly  have  been  expected  to  be 
accomplished  with  less.  These  results  are  only  to  be  recorded  fully 
toward,  the  close  of  the  next  century.  They  have  set  the  footsteps  of 
our  country  upon  a  career  unprecedented  and  benign,  that  will,  with  the 
blessings  of  Providence,  make  the  children  of  men  continue  to  bless 
her  for  many  generations;  and  to  be  classed  with  those  who  have 
suffered  more  thaTi  most  for  this  cause  and  country  is  believed  to  be 
an  honor  not  easily  obscured,  and  doubly  decorating  those  who  came 
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off  conquerors  also.  To  be  called  upon  to  aid  in  removing  all  imme- 
diate threat  from  the  seas  aad  to  effect  the  actual  surrender  of  sc 
gallant  a  foe  of  more  soldiers  than  were  in  our  front  line  are  supremely 
interesting  features;  but  the  consequences  are  far  from  limited  to  those 
days  and  scenes. 

This  expedition  was  composed  of  the  flower  of  the  American  Army. 
Nearly  every  general  and  line  and  staff'  officer  had  come  up  through  the 
different  grades  in  her  military  service,  and  was  as  ripe  as  any  we  have 
for  their  respective  commands;  and  many  of  the  staff"  officers  have  had 
broad  experience  perhaps  even  in  their  present  particular  positions. 
The  adaptability  of  Americans  is  illustrated  by  the  admirable  work 
being  done  by  many  officers  outside  their  own  legitimate  field,  officers  of 
the  line  doing  every  kind  of  staff'  duty  in  a  manner  it  is  impossible  to  too 
highly  appreciate.  The  siege  artillery  material  may  have  lacked  prelimi- 
nary adjustment  and  practice,  and  generally  our  country  is  without 
recent  experience  or  practice  in  expeditions  seaward,  or  even  the  ordi- 
nary experience  in  the  practical  maneuvers  of  large  bodies  of  men,  and  is 
particularly  deficient  in  military  transportation.  An  immobile  army  is 
ridiculous.  The  difficulties  have  been  immense,  and  have  been  over- 
come with  remarkable  energy.  The  ultimate  result  fully  proved  how 
well  every  possible  contingency  was  provided  for  and  met.  The  care- 
ful, painstaking  preparations  and  study  of  every  detail  of  the  problem 
to  be  met,  and  the  persistent  exertion  to  fully  meet  it  to  the  utmost 
limit  of  the  powers  of  a  great  department  of  the  Government,  and  with 
the  combined  provision  and  united  effort  of  every  bureau,  which  was 
so  admirably  illustrated  in  the  naval  expedition  to  the  Philippines 
was,  of  course,  also  to  be  expected  in  this  earliest  military  expedition. 
Wherever  there  v?as  the  slightest  deficiency  it  was  made  good  or  over- 
come by  the  soldierly  ardor  and  professional  skill  of  the  commands. 
Telegrams  from  the  The  foUowing  telegraphic  rei)orts  of  conditions  in  the 
battie&id.  flg^d  near  Santiago  de  Cuba  were  submitted : 

[Official  telegram.] 

June  29,  1898. 
Commanding  Genbral  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
I  came  into  camp  last  night  for  the  second  time.  Previous  visit  after  fight  of  24th. 
General  Shafter  came  out  this  morning.  Evidently  an  important  trend  in  events 
can  be  anticipated  within  the  next  few  days.  I  was  a  mile  ahead  of  camps  on  south 
side  of  road  with  General  Ludlow  this  morning,  who  had  just  taken  command  of 
his  brigade.  Am  just  starting  for  a  visit  on  north  side  of  road.  Command  in  fine 
fettle,  full  assurance  of  success.  Main  difficulty  securing  transportation  of  supplies, 
especially  food  and  ammunition.    Will  telegraph  more  fully  to-morrow. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


[Official  telegram.] 

July  4, 1898. 
General  Miles, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
Chief  of  artillery  telephones  the  following  required :  Eight  hundred  percussion 
shell,  1,600  shrapnel,  2,400  cartridges,  4,000  primers,  4  bow  spring  brakes,  1  breech 
block  complete,  12  fuse  punches,  and  100  points.  In  answer  to  other  questions,  food 
seems  to  be  shorter  than  ammunition  at  the  front,  but  every  effort  being  made  to 
supply  it,  and  apparently  somewhat  more  successful.  Medical  supplies  were  grew- 
somely  inadequate.  The  test  of  the  defensive  strength  of  secondary  Spanish  block- 
houses, rifle  pits,  and  smokeless  musketry,  both  at  Caney,  by  Lawton's  command,  and 
near  Fort  San  Juan,  by  Generals  Wheeler,  Kent,  and  Sumner,  made  everything  drive 
for  the  fights  with  energy  and  kept  teams  and  everybody  busy  night  and  day,  with 
results  and  costs  that  have  doubtless  been  reported  by  others.  Our  artillery  is  in 
small  proportion  here  to  the  force,  and  although  distinctly  useful  and  life-saving,  it 
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was  not  dominating  even  under  the  earnest  efforts  of  Capron's  battery  at  Caney  and 
the  three  batteries  under  Dillenback  near  San  Juan,  and  more  and  heavier  seems 
generally  desired  at  the  front. 

The  invisibility  and  inaccessibility  of  the  opposing  force,  and  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  its  defensive  positions,  even  without  artillery  or  in  insignificant  numbers, 
and  the  semipermanent  works  everywhere,  that  have  been  created  during  the  years 
of  war  with  the  insurgents,  necessitated  assaults,  and  gave  it  power  to  inflict  greater 
losses  than  might  have  been  anticipated  in  the  feeble  abandonment  of  the  simpler 
works  at  Daiquiri  and  Siboney,  where  possibly  the  naval  ordnance  dominated  the 
enemy. 

There  was  a  good  double  play  by  Law  ton  and  Bates,  who,  at  the  very  moment  of  vic- 
torious assault  at  Caney,  started  by  a  night  march  to  strengthen  the  right  and  left, 
respectively,  of  the  lines  under  Wheeler  as  advanced  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
the  enemy's  extensive  rifle  pits  near  Fort  San  Juan.  The  firing  on  the  2d  was  not  as 
continuously  severe  as  on  the  Ist,  and  the  losses  correspondingly  diminished.  The 
gallantry  with  which  the  assaults  were  conducted  seems  sufficiently  attested  by 
their  success  and  the  losses  sustained  by  the  various  organizations. 

The  turning  movement  by  General  Chaffee,  terminating  in  an  assault,  and  the 
tenacity  of  General  Ludlow,  were  possibly  the  features  of  the  movements  at  Caney 
under  General  Lawton,  where  the  artillery  ultimately  was  brought  up  to  within  500 
yards,  as  it  was  also  at  San  Juan,  where  Colonel  Wood,  who  commanded  the  First 
Volunteer  Cavalry  at  the  Sevilla  fight,  was  commanding  a  brigade,  and  his  command 
here,  as  before,  experienced  some  of  the  fiercest  fighting;  and  the  charge  of  General 
Hawkins  and  the  conduct  of  General  Kent's  division  displayed  gallantry  equal  to 
that  of  the  cavalry.  You  are  well  aware  of  the  reputation  and  skill  of  the  corps 
and  division  commanders.  At  nightfall  of  the  1st  there  was  a  decided  strain  at  some 
points  of  the  military  position.  It  is  most  uuusnal  that  officers  and  men  in  so  large 
a  command  so  cheerfully  and  utterly  disregard  their  personal  comfort  as  has  seemed 
necessary  on  this  expedition,  and  the  tropical  rainy  season  adds  very  much  to  the 
strain  imposed. 

The  actions  of  the  fleets  of  both  nations  and  the  correspondence  between  the  com- 
manders of  the  opposing  land  forces  have  been  doubtless  reported  to  you,  and  you 
are  kept  informed  of  the  rapid  changes  in  the  situation.  I  hope  to  ride  at  least  a 
part  of  the  lines  to-day  if  my  horse  can  stand  the  trip. 

General  Shafter's  energy  was,  as  usual,  phenomenal,  though  far  from  well  and 
almost  confined  to  his  cot ;  and  General  Wheeler's  cheerful  presence  on  the  scene, 
though  he  was  also  far  from  well,  was  characteristic.  General  Young  having  too 
high  a  fever  for  duty  at  the  front  had  been  assigned  to  command  at  Siboney. 

The  latest  news  we  have  is  that  Pando  has  passed  Garcia  and  entered  Santiago 
with  between  5,000  and  10,000  men. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Volunteers. 


[Official  telegram.] 

July  7,  1898. 
General  Miles, 

WasMngon,  J).  C. : 
The  enemy's  defensive  positions  and  works  are  strong;  and  receiving  reenforce- 
ments,  some  of  which  are  already  in,  encourages  them.  If  our  land  and  naval 
forces  can  j  oin  hands  at  head  of  the  bay  our  position  would  be  superior  to  that  of 
the  Germans  at  Metz,  and  surrender  of  inclosed  Spanish  forces  ultimately  as 
assured  as  the  fleet's  destruction,  but  with  larger  sacrifice  on  our  part.  Even  with- 
out assistance  from  the  navy  this  is  feasible.  Enough  men  to  extend  lines  to  the 
bay,  and  animals  to  supply  them,  can  not  arrive  too  promptly,  and  should  be  main- 
tained steadily.  The  fevers'  and  trenches  must  now  affect  health,  and  utmost  care 
is  essential. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Volunteers. 


[Official  telegram.] 

July  10,  1898. 
General  Miles, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
About  the  center  of  our  intrenched  lines,  where  assumed  July  1,  under  pressure 
of  the  iight,  we  have  a  strong  reentrant,  and  a  greater  force  than  is  essential  to 
merely  hold  them.  The  enemy  there  also  shows  equal  industry  in  strengthening  to 
the  utmost  their  salient  incidentally  pushed  forward.  The  whole  rifle  pits  are  con- 
tinuously strong,  so  that  a  mobile  force  larger  than  a  brigade  could  be  extracted 
aud  organized  from  the  trenches,  whether  as  a  reserve  or  used  for  a  blow  wherever 
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desiied.  The  spirit  of  the  men  seems  perfectly  assured  as  to  their  ability  to  hold 
the  works,  possibly  ■with  half  the  present  force  temporarily.  Some  places  have  no 
exterior  guards.  The  shortest  distance  between  opposing  lines  is  about  300  yards. 
The  right  has  been  extended :  but  American  soldiers  do  not  yet  reach  the  bay,  so 
reliance  seems  still  placed  on  Garcia's  forces  there.  Capron's  battery — on  the  line 
of  rifle  pits — is  between  a  Cuban  and  volunteer  force.  The  heavy  siege  guns  seem 
to  be  still  in  the  holds  of  the  vessels.  It  is  submitted  as  absolutely  necessary  to  arm 
all  our  forces  with  small-caliber  rifles,  using  smokeless  powder,  if  they  are  to  fight 
on  equal  terms  with  the  enemy. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-General  Volunteers. 

As  there  has  been  some  question  in  the  public  prints 
War  duties.  why  the  offlcers  of  the  Inspector-General's  Department 
did  not  find  something  different  to  do  than  crowd  to  the 
front,  would  it  be  permissible  here  to  refer  to  it  succinctly?  Evidently 
work  to  be  inspected  must  be  already  performed,  and  to  be  reported  it 
must  be  seen ;  and  the  only  time  to  inspect  the  conduct  of  a  battle  is 
while  it  is  in  progress;  and  an  ofi&ce  desk  is  not  the  best  place  to  see  the 
actual  conduct  of  a  war.  The  traditions  of  this  Department,  that  its 
of&cers  should  be  seen  where  the  bullets  are  flying  and  the  soldiers  are 
holding  their  own  in  the  trenches,  was,  perhaps,  only  fairly  illustrated 
in  this  war,  as  usual.  Baron  Steuben  at  Valley  Forge,  or  in  actual 
command  during  the  preliminary  campaign  in  Virginia;  Alexander 
Hamilton  as  a  soldier  in  assault  and  in  council;  Colonel  Duncan  at 
Eesaca  de  la  Palma ;  Sackett  in  the  charge  of  Charley  May,  or  afterward  s 
in  the  civil  war;  General  Mansfield,  killed  at  Antietam;  Marcy,  whether 
on  the  plains  or  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  Baird  in  the 
assault  on  Missionary  Eidge,  had  in  each  war  set  a  soldierly  example 
and  shown  their  comrades  of  the  corps  their  duty;  and  the  others  in 
those  old  wars  need  not  now  be  named,  as  they  are  fairly  accepted, 
each  in  his  day  and  way,  as  being  good  soldiers.  And  in  this  Spanish 
war  little  else  than  this  individual  career  was  left  to  the  ofiftcers  of  this 
Department  if  they  would  be  of  full  service  to  their  country ;  for,  besides 
other  incidental  reasons,  evidently  when  improvising  an  army  there  is 
little  or  nothing  to  inspect  in  advance;  and  for  discipline  and  instruc- 
tion the  best  coign  of  vantage  is  actual  command  and  presence  with 
commands  in  the  field.  Is  it  believed  that  Lawton  and  Sanger,  for 
instance,  would  have  been  more  useful  to  the  public  service  as  field 
offlcers  upon  inspection  duty  than  as  general  offlcers  commanding  their 
divisions? 

There  were  only  seven  officers  permanently  in  the  department  then. 
One  was  desperately  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  one  commanded  a  specially 
fine  division  in  the  separate  army  at  Chickamauga,  one  was  in  Porto 
Eico,  one  in  Manila,  and  three  in  the  fights  around  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
In  the  subsequent  redistributions  one  commanded  that  separate  army, 
one  has  commanded  a  department  and  perhaps  is  to  command  a  corps, 
two  have  been  invalided,  and  two  have  returned  to  their  desks;  and 
three  new  offlcers,  one  desperately  wounded  at  La  Guasima,  have  been 
commissioned  in  the  corps.  It  is  a  pleasure,  and  certainly  fair  also,  to 
note  that  each  of  the  division  commanders  on  that  hot  July  1  at  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  (Kent,  Sumner,  and  Lawton,  and  Chaffee,  too,  by  the  way) 
had  served  before  this  war  as  inspectors-general  under  the  present  chief 
of  this  corps ;  so  it  is  in  evidence  that  the  Army  has  had  soldierly 
inspections  in  its  day.  The  officers  of  this  Department  if  recognized  as 
simply  soldiers  are  content;  and  as  soldiers  it  is  hoped  they  have  done 
their  utmost  duty  as  assigned  to  them  in  this  Spanish  war. 

Perhaps  some  think  this  Department  should  have  been  specially 
early  in  the  field,  and,  with  an  abundance  of  suitable  offlcers,  found  at 
the  camps  and  front  from  the  very  first  to  submit  well  considered 
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reports  for  the  information  of  the  highest  authority  and  help  the  raw 
levies  over  their  first  rough  places;  and  something  of  this  kind  was 
attempted  in  the  Handy  bill,  which  was  introduced  April  1, 1898,  and 
modified  as  follows  and  approved  by  you,  which  did  not  pass : 

A  BILL  to  define  and  prescribe  the  duties  of  the  officers  of  the  Inspector-General's  Department  of 
the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houseof  Eepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Inspector-General's  Department  is  established  as  a 
bureau  of  the  War  Department  to  promote  economy,  efficiency,  and  a  uniform  com- 
pliance with  laws,  regulations,  and  orders ;  and  the  officers  of  this  Department  may 
be  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  Commanding  General  of  the  Army  to  such 
duties  as  the  interests  of  the  service  may  demand. 

Sbc.  2.  That  the  Inspector-General  shall  annually,  or  oftener,  prepare  and  submit 
a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Commanding  General  of  the  Army,  showing  the 
operations  of  his  Department,  with  such  recommendations  as  he  may  desire. 

Sec.  3.  The  Inspector-General's  Department  of  the  Army  sliall  consist  of  one 
inspector-general,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general ;  four  assistant  inspectors-gen- 
eral, with  the  rank  of  colonel  of  cavalry ;  four  assistant  inspectors-general,  with  the 
fcnk  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry ;  four  assistant  inspectors-general,  with  the 
rank  of  major  of  cavalry;  and  one  expert  accountant,  with  pay  at  the  rate  of  two 
thousand  iive  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  that  the  vacancies  in  the  grade  of  colonel 
and  lieutenant-colonel  created  by  this  act  shall  be  filled  by  the  promotion  of  the 
officers  now  in  the  Inspector-General's  Department  according  to  seniority,  and  there- 
after according  to  sections  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  eleven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  and  twelve  hundred  and  four  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States:  Provided,  That  captains  appointed  to  the  grade  of  major  shall  be  selected 
both  from  the  staff  corps  and  the  line  of  the  Army,  due  regard  being  paid  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Department,  and  shall  pass  the  examinations  prescribed  by  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  October  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety. 

Sec.  4.  Boards  for  conducting  the  examination  prescribed  in  section  three  shall 
be  composed  of  three  officers,  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  two  medical 
officers,  whose  duties  shall  be  confined  to  the  physical  examination. 

Sec.  5.  Promotion  in  the  Inspector-General's  Department  shall  be  by  seniority  to 
the  rank  of  colonel,  and  by  selection  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general. 

Sec.  6.  That  whenever  the  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States  shall  be  called 
into  active  service,  the  President  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  one  assistant  inspector-general,  with  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments  of  major  of  volunteers,  for  each  brigade ;  one  assistant  inspec- 
tor-general, with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  volunteers, 
for  each  division,  and  one  assistant  inspector-general,  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emolu- 
ments of  colonel  of  volunteers,  for  each  army  corps :  Provided,  That  the  offices  thus 
created  may  be  filled  by  appointment  from  the  Regular  Army  or  from  the  volunteers, 
and  that  the  officers  who  may  be  appointed  shall  undergo  such  examinations  as  to 
their  qualifications  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  7.  Boards  for  the  examination  of  officers  appointed  assistant  inspectors-gen- 
eral of  volunteers  shall  be  composed  of  three  officers,  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  two  medical  officers,  whose  duties  shall  be  confined  to  the  physical  exami- 
nation. 

Sec.  8.  That  each  assistant  inspector-general  shall  be  allowed  one  clerk  and  such 
messenger  service  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  provide. 

Sec.  9.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  conflicting  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

This  seemed  then  to  be  about  what  was  needed  for  thoroughly  inspect- 
ing our  army  of  25,000  men  and  such  volunteers  as  seemed  probable  for 
the  Spanish  war.  Under  the  bill  that  did  pass,  though,  the  number  of 
offtcers,  the  duties,  and  the  supervision  given  to  the  Department  may 
have  been  less  than  this,  or  even  less  than  the  fullest,  most  effective,  and 
promptest  service  required.  Still  there  were  accomplished  and  efficient 
officers  assigned  throughout  the  commands  and  working  with  the  utmost 
enthusiasm  and  with  proper  effect,  as  I  can  testify  from  personal  obser- 
vation from  Chattanooga  to  Santiago  de  Cuba.  If  this  has  not  suited 
the  public,  it  is  at  least  hoped  the  generals  commanding  were  satisfied. 
Certainly  the  desire  of  this  Department  is  to  faithfully  perform  all 
the  duties  assigned  to  it,  be  they  few  or  many,  and  the  duties  that 
can  possibly  be  assigned  to  it  under  the  law  and  precedents  are  abun- 
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dant  and  important;  and,  as  performed,  it  is  not  doubted  that  they  will 
receive  due  recognition  from  our  superiors.  The  officers  of  this  Depart- 
ment during  this  war  have  also  performed  such  duties  as  assistant 
adjutant-general,  provost-marshal,  mustering  officer,  ordnance  ofQcer, 
judge-advocate,  mayor,  etc.,  which  could  hardly  have  aided  their  legiti- 
mate functions,  even  if  not  deemed  to  the  detriment  of  their  regular 
duties.  If  there  was  any  officer  who  was  inexperienced  ia  the  business 
at  first,  it  is  hoped  that  each  day's  work  added  to  his  efficiency. 

How  intense  has  been  the  effort  for  these  past  years  to  make  inspec- 
tions something  more  than  a  barrack-yard  affair,  and  make  them 
instinct  with  the  demands  of  campaign  and  battle,  and  how  admirably 
this  army  of  regulars  illustrated  that  its  whole  desire  was  strong  ia  the 
same  direction,  might  under  other  circumstances  deserve  more  than 
this  passing  reference.  Whatever  share  may  pertain  in  the  past  or  be 
hereafter  kindly  given  to  the  Inspector-General's  Department  in  such 
military  adventures,  it  tried  faithfully  to  perform  its  part  now.  Is 
something  different  wanted,  if  these  are  the  results  ?  Any  command  in 
action  immediately  under  the  Ma,jor-General  Commanding  the  Army, 
was  earnestly  craved  and  looked  forward  to ;  and  his  repeated  assurances 
and  recommendations  are  earnestly  remembered.  But  failing  this,  to 
have  ridden  into  the  battle  so  daringly  fought,  with  such  a  corterie,  was 
a  rare  and  memorable  experience  amid  circumstances  of  the  utmost 
moment  on  that  stricken  field. 
Blood  char  e  Somc  thought  is  also  due  to  the  death  roll.     The 

00  0  arge.  public  press  published,  what  the  deaths  so  far  were. 

Better  figures  are  doubtless  at  hand,  and  it  is  understood  from  more 
official  sources  that  the  loss  has  been :  Killed,  280;  died  of  wounds,  65 ; 
died  of  disease,  2,565;  total,  2,910;  a  ratio  of  1  in  94  of  the  whole  army 
of  274,717  officers  and  men.  In  sickness  this  ratio  appears  to  have 
been  August  31  as  1  in  9  at  Ohickamauga.  Our  patriotic  youths  rushed 
to  arms,  willing  to  suffer  or  die  for  their  country  and  the  cause  of 
humanity,  and  such  lives  are  indeed  a  precious  sacrifice,  well  deserving 
to  be  safeguarded.  In  the  midst  of  all  their  enthusiasm,  to  be  prodigal 
or  wasteful  of  such  gifts  is  worse  than  unwise.  The  preparations  to 
mobilize  immediately  can  only  be  perfect  when  definitely  authorized  by 
law  and  duly  appropriated  for;  and  if  not  complete,  in  these  days  it 
may  appear  almost  a  national  crime.  But  the  unmeasured  watchfulness 
and  liberality  shown  in  their  care,  both  by  the  people  and  the  Gov- 
ernment, deserves  every  recognition.  The  self-abnegation  of  the  medi- 
cal officers  was  superb.  When  the  women  nurses  came,  with  their 
natural  sympathy  and  their  trained  skill  and  personification  of  cleanli- 
ness and  tenderness,  so  near  to  the  battle  front,  it  was  indeed  a  godsend. 
And  Miss  Clara  Barton's  heartfelt  purpose  so  lit  up  her  face  and  figure 
with  more  than  charity  while  she  bent  over  the  caldron  of  broth  for 
the  wounded  near  El  Caney  that  the  scene  can  seldom  be  equaled 
in  this  world's  history.  How  she  arrived  there  and  what  she  did  there 
should  be  a  theme  to  delight  the  kindest  hearted  and  patriotic  forever. 
She  was  but  a  forerunner  of  what  was  seen  at  Ohickamauga,  Lexing- 
ton, and  elsewhere,  where  women  of  every  persuasion,  and  of  none, 
Catholic  and  Protestant,  patriotic  and  humane,  came  quietly  or  clamor- 
ously to  the  bedside  or  the  diet  kitchen  and  did  what  seemed  needed  to 
hft  a  pall  from  men  who  were  not  dead,  and  some  of  them  therefore  did 
not  die.  Here  the  regimental  chaplains  too  deserve  more  than  a  word 
of  praise.  It  is  hoped  some  one  can  be  found  to  worthily  set  forth  their 
worth  and  work,  and  induce  Congress  to  duly  recognize  and  organize 
the  Begolar  Army  chaplains  also,  who  in  such  cases  did  their  utmost. 
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COMMAND  AT  OHICKAMATJG-A. 

On  May  4,  one  chief  of  bureau,  all  the  six  brigadier-generals  in  the 
Eegular  Army  who  were  commanding  geographical  departments,  and 
three  civilians  who  had  been  distinguished  generals  on  one  side  or  the 
other  in  the  civil  war  were  made  major-generals  of  volunteers,  which 
was  the  earliest  date  any  were  appointed.  Since  then  others  have 
been  appointed  from  time  to  time — some  for  service  in  face  of  the  enemy 
in  Cuba  and  Manila — and  among  those  receiving  this  mark  of  well- 
earned  distinction  are  some  subordinate  officers  of  the  general  staff. 
In  all  24  major-generals  of  volunteers  have  been  appointed,  and  8  of 
these  were  in  the  Santiago  campaign  with  those  16,000  soldiers.  But 
the  greatest  glory  is  far  above  both  the  Army  and  l^avy,  ultimately,  as 
the  greatest  difficulties  will  also  fall  upon  other  shoulders,  ^o  duty 
can  be  higher  than  the  call  of  humanity,  even  if  its  principles  and  prac- 
tice may  not  be  fully  established  in  a  day ;  and  this  call  of  duty  has 
been  and  will  continue  to  be  faithfully  met  by  soldier,  sailor,  and 
civilian. 

When  I  saw  the  Major-Gen eral  Commanding  the  Army  last  at 
Siboney,  with  his  thoughts  intent  upon  the  handsome  Porto  Eico  cam- 
paign, as  he  was  quitting  the  scenes  about  Santiago  de  Cuba,  where  his 
presence  had  been  so  effective,  his  verbal  instructions  were  to  report  to 
General  Brooke  and  join  the  command  at  Ohickamauga  preparatory  to 
the  round-up  at  Havana.  General  Brooke  was  found  at  Newport  News 
July  25,  and  command  of  the  separate  army  at  Ohickamauga,  composed 
of  the  Second  and  Third  divisions  of  the  First  Oorps,  and  the  First  and 
Second  divisions  of  the  Third  Corps,  and  a  brigade  of  both  cavalry  and 
artillery,  in  all  about  45,000  men,  was  assumed  August  2  under  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Wak  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  SI,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Breckinridge,  U.  S.  V., 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  repair  to  Ohickamauga  Park,  Georgia, 
accompanied  by  yonr  aids,  Capt.  J.  T.  Dickman,  Eighth  Cavalry,  First  Lieut.  S.  M. 
Foote,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Second  Lieut.  Desha  Breckinridge,  Third  U.  S.  Volun- 
teer Engineers,  and  relieve  Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Wade,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  of  the  command 
of  all  the  troops  at  Camp  Thomas,  Ga. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  for 
camp  and  garrison  eq  uipage  as  extra  baggage. 

The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  CORBiN,  Adjutant-General. 

As  usual  in  my  preliminary  examination  of  stationary  troops,  I  gave 
particular  attention  to  the  hospitals,  and  a  board  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment was  found  examining  into  sanitary  questions.  Maj.  W.  Eeed  was 
on  it,  who  was  president  of  the  subsequent  board  considering  typhoid 
fever.  Maj.  George  H.  Hopkins,  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
also  was  visiting  there  officially.  All  testimony  and  every  appearance 
indicated  that  we  were  on  the  verge  of  an  experience  with  a  diseased 
camp  that  required  prompt,  decisive,  and  united  effort  to  fully  meet ; 
but  with  unbounded  national  resources,  the  case  could  be  successfully 
met  in  due  time.  Greater  relaxation,  more  interesting  instruction, 
absolute  cleanliness,  rigid  compliance  with  every  hygienic  law,  better 
provision  for  the  sick,  regular  days  devoted  to  military  sport  and  con- 
tests, training,  and  ceremonies  of  the  army  en  masse,  pr.ictice  marches 
and  target  practice,  removal  from  the  depression  of  the  camp  site — even 
if  only  temporarily — change  from  shady  to  sunny  camps,  boiled  and  bet- 
ter filtered  water,  properly  constructed  sinks,  guarding  against  the  fly 
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pest,  adequate  tentage  and  flooring,  cremation  or  proper  disposition  of 
ofi'al,  urging  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  and  governors  of  States  to 
visit  the  command  to  aid  in  encouraging  it,  and  the  dispersion  of  the 
command  to  less  contaminated  sites  were  among  the  matters  receiving 
attention.  These  dangers  had  to  be  faced  like  any  others,  and  the 
training  for  any  contest  before  Havana  demanded  army  maneuvers  par- 
ticularly. But  perhaps  the  following  telegram  indicates  the  impression 
felt  at  the  time  and  place: 

[  OflBcial  telegram .  ] 
Chickamauga.  National  Park,  Ga.,  August  4, 189S. 
Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army, 

TTasMngton,  D.  C.  : 
Inspected  hospital  of  General  Frank's  division  yesterday.  Found  tentage  and 
flooring  inadequate  and  nusuitable.  This  said  to  be  tair  sample  of  such  hospitals. 
Only  24  square  feet  of  floor  space  jier  patient  available.  The  park  commissioners 
and  others  are  said  to  have  donated  some  of  the  flooring,  lime,  and  other  necessary 
articles.  Vigorous  measures  are  in  progress  to  improve  the  situation  both  in  camp 
and  hospitals.  It  appears  that  the  whole  condition  has  always  been  and  still  is 
largely  in  the  control  of  those  in  power.  I  hope  within  a  fortnight  (if  sustained  in 
the  proper  measures)  to  interest  the  soldiers,  improve  their  surroundings,  and  check 
an  abnormal  increase  in  disease  aud  deaths.  The  conditions  are  apt  to  be  exagger- 
ated now  in  fear  of  what  may  occur,  rather  than  in  contemplation  of  what  has 
occurred.  The  change  of  regimental  camps  to  more  healthful  sites  is  already  in 
progress.  Adequate  means  and  proper  care  of  the  sick  have  been  ordered.  Careful 
hygiene  and  thorough  inspection  have  been  provided  for.  Authority  is  requested 
for  limited  expenditures  in  practice  marches  of  small  commands,  to  vary  monotony 
of  camp  life,  also  for  such  games  aud  contests  as  are  encouraged  in  the  Regular 
Army.  As  Surgeon  WoodhuU,  and  now  Majors  Hopkins  and  Reed  are  investigating 
these  questions,  and  immediate  action  seemed  needed  and  is  being  taken  here,  this 
view  of  the  case  is  succinctly  submitted.  Armies  have  existed  in  camp  in  proper 
liealthfulness,  and  doubtless  can  exist  here  if  proper  means  are  adopted  and  stead- 
fastly adhered  to.  Breckinridge, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

The  following  invitation  was  sent  and  answer  received  from  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War  and  subsequently  published  to  my 
command  in  General  Orders : 

Headquarters  Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  August  10,  1S9S. 

The  President, 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C.  . 
May  I  not  ask  you  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  40,000  men  of  this  command  to 
visit  it  whUe  it  is  still  intact.  There  is  much  to  be  said  showing  how  beneiicial  and 
needed  such  a  visit  is;  but  you  will  appreciate  better  than  I  can  tell  the  disappoint- 
ment and  consequent  depression  many  men  must  feel,  especially  the  sick,  when  they 
joined  together  for  a  purpose  and  have  done  so  much  to  show  their  readiness  and 
worthiness  to  serve  their  country  in  the  field,  but  find  themselves  leaving  the  military 
service  without  a  battle  or  campaign. 

All  who  see  them  must  recognize  their  merit,  and  personal  interest  must  encourage 
all  if  you  can  find  time  to  review  this  command. 

Bkeckinkidgb, 
Major-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Major-General  Breckinridge,  Washington,  D.  C,  Attgnst  11,  1898. 

Chickamauga  Parle,  Ga.: 
Replying  to  your  invitation,  I  beg  to  say  that  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
show  by  a  personal  visit  to  Chickamauga  Park  my  high  regard  for  the  40,000  troops 
of  your  command  who  so  patriotically  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers,  and  who 
have  been  for  upward  of  two  months  making  ready  for  any  service  and  sacrifice  the 
country  might  require.  My  duties,  however,  will  not  admit  of  absence  from  Wash- 
ington' at  this  time.  The  highest  tribute  that  can  be  paid  to  the  soldier  is  to  say 
that  he  performed  his  full  duty.  The  field  of  duty  is  determined  by  his  Government, 
and  wherever  that  chances  to  be  is  the  place  of  honor.  All  have  helped  in  the  great 
cause,  whether  in  camp  or  battle,  and  when  peace  comes  all  will  be  alike  entitled  to 
the  national  gratitude. 

William  McKinley. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  August  tl,  1898. 
Major-General  Breckinridge, 

Camp  Thomas,  Ga.; 
It  would  be  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  able  to  review  your  mag- 
niiioent  command,  but  my  dutie8  here  will  not  permit  me  to  leave  Washington  at 
this  time. 

E.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 

It  was  very  gratifying  to  note  how  effective  for  discipline,  instruction, 
and  training  the  army  reviews  and  battle  exercises  were,  and  what  excel- 
lence and  preparation  they  demonstrated  as  existing  among  the  many 
admirable  regiments  assembled  there.  It  gave  a  much-needed  oppor- 
tunity for  each  organization  to  study  the  progress  made  by  the  others 
and  strengthen  their  own  weak  spots.  New  efforts  to  secure  complete 
outfits  were  successfully  made,  and  the  command,  which  had  seemed 
almost  invisibly  buried  and  depressed  amid  the  moist  clay  and  under 
the  shade  of  the  damp  trees  after  the  long  rains,  began  to  cheer  up 
again  in  the  open,  and  assimilate  military  training  and  instruction  with 
their  original  avidity.  Their  limbs  and  lungs  and  soldierly  ingenuity 
for  taking  care  of  themselves  from  night  to  night,  while  living  out  of  a 
haversack  or  wagon,  may  not  have  received  the  full  test  for  skill  and 
endurance  that  comes  with  campaign  and  battle;  but  certainly  some 
organizations  received  new  lessons  and  experience,  and  some  officers 
had  their  readiness  tested  and  views  expanded.  Such  a  ride  and  lec- 
ture over  the  battlefield  of  Chickamauga  as  General  Boynton  conducted 
was  itself  a  model  of  instruction,  and  even  the  camp  fires  may  become 
a  pleasant  memory. 

Then  came  the  signing  of  the  peace  protocol,  with  voting  or  tests 
whether  regiments  preferred  to  remain  in  service  or  be  mustered  out, 
and  unrestfulness  held  sway;  sometimes  running  to  inconsiderate  talk 
or  conduct.  While  at  my  camp  near  Lexington,  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  what  admirable  organizations  were 
being  lost;  so  a  whole  division  would  feel  the  loss  of  a  model  regiment 
to  which  others  of  the  more  perfect  type  had  become  specially  attached. 
Such  invisible  ties  are  strong,  especially  in  battle,  where  the  mental  is 
to  the  physical  as  three  to  one  ;  but  their  existence  may  almost  be 
unknown  to  the  governor  at  home  if  such  soldierly  comradery  has  been 
created  between  regiments  of  different  States — as,  for  instance,  between 
the  Twelfth  New  York  and  First  Territorial.  The  reorganization  of 
divisions  and  corps  under  the  reduced  force  of  volunteers  is  about 
completed,  and  they  are  about  to  assume  their  new  stations  farther 
south  before  proceeding  to  the  recently  acquired  islands.  The  report 
of,  and  recommendations  based  upon,  the  command  of  the  First  Army 
Corps  and  of  the  separate  army  at  Chickamauga  are  attached  as 
Appendix  C.  This  mere  reference  to  the  two  months'  command  of  these 
rapidly  changing  forces  does  not  indicate  the  labor,  satisfaction,  nor 
results  they  suggest,  but  before  closing  it  definite  reference  is  due  to 
the  superb  quality  of  these  volunteer  soldiers,  who  are  the  hope  and 
safeguard  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  patriotism  and  soldierly  ardor 
which  brought  them  so  promptly  to  the  front  at  their  country's  call, 
and  to  the  remarkable  soldierly  skill  and  qualities  of  their  admirable 
offlcers.    Finer  military  adaptability  was  never  seen. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  Bkeckinrid&b, 

Inspector-  General. 

The  Majoe-Genbbal  Commanding 


Appendix  A. 

CHANGES,  APPOINTMENTS,  STATIONS,  AND  FIELD  DUTIES  OF  THE 
OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT  FROM  THE 
BEGINNING  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN  AND  LEGAL  STATUS  OF  THJi  DE- 
PARTMENT. 

1.  Permanent  Officers. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  Inspector-General  of  the  Army;  assigned  to  tempo- 
rary duty  on  the  staff  of  the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army,  per  S.  0.  91,  A. 
G.  O.,  April  19, 1898 ;  appointed  major-general  of  volunteers,  May  4, 1898 ;  directed  to 
accompany  the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  such  other 
places  as  may  be  designated,  per  S.  0. 110,  A.  6.  O.,  May  11, 1898;  directed  to  proceed 
to  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  and  other  places  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  per  letter  A.  G. 
0.,  May  17, 1898;  assigned  as  Inspector-General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  to  date 
May  30, 1898,  per  S.  0. 130,  A.  G.  O.,  June  3, 1898;  directed  to  report  to  the  Major-Gen- 
eral Commanding  the  Army  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  per  telegram.  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
June  3, 1898;  directed  to  accompany  the  expedition  to  Cuba,  in  the  capacity  of  a 
staff  officer,  per  telegrams,  A.  G.  O.,  June  6  and  7, 1898 ;  returned  to  Washington  from 
the  expedition  to  Cuba,  July  27, 1898 ;  relieved  Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Wade  of  the  command 
of  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  per  letter,  A.  G.  0.,  July  31, 1898  (this  decided  to  be 
a  separate  army) ;  assumed  command  of  all  the  First  Corps  within  the  United  States, 
with  headquarters  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  per  G.  O.  No.  40,  Headquarters  Camp  Thomas, 
Ga.,  September  12, 1898;  ordered  to  command  the  First  Corps,  per  G.  0. 163,  A.  G.  O., 
October  7,  1898;  honorably  discharged  from  the  Volunteer  Army  of  the  United 
States,  to  date  November  30,  1898,  per  G.  O.  162,  A.  G.  O.,  October  7,  1898;  assumed 
charge  of  the  Inspector-General's  Department  October  24,  1898,  per  telegraphic 
instructions,  A.  G.  O.,  October  18, 1898. 

Col.  K.  P.  Hughes,  inspector-general.  Department  of  the  East;  directed  to  proceed 
to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  report  to  the  commanding  general,  Department  of  the 
Pacific,  for  duty  in  connection  with  the  expedition  to  and  occupation  of  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  per  S.  O.  115,  A.  G.  O.,  May  18,  1898;  appointed  brigadier-general  of 
volunteers,  June  3,  1898.  General  Hughes  performed  most  valuable  service  in  the 
equipment,  organization,  and  training  of  the  forces  mobilized  at  San  Francisco  in 
May  and  June,  and  accompanied  the  first  expedition  to  the  Philippine  Islands  as 
chief  of  staff  to  General  Otis.  He  is  now  provost-marshal  of  Manila  and  command- 
ing the  brigade  constituting  the  provost-guard  of  the  city. 

Col.  G.  H.  Barton,  inspector-general,  Department  of  the  Lakes;  relieved  from 
duty  at  headquarters.  Department  of  the  Lakes,  and  directed  to  report  for  duty  in 
the  office  of  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Army,  per  S.  0. 132,  A.  G.  0.,  June  6,  1898; 
sick  in  quarters  since  June  27,  1898 ;  granted  leave  of  absence  for  two  months,  per 
S.  0. 251,  A.  G.  O.,  October  24,  1898. 

Col.  H.W.  Lawton,  inspector-general.  Department  of  California;  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  await  the  arrival  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  R.  Shafter,  com- 
manding that  department,  per  letter  A.  G.  O.,  April  16,  1898;  directed  to  proceed  to 
Tampa,  Fla.,  per  S.  O.  3,  Headquarters  Division  United  States  troops.  New  Orleans, 
La.,  April  29,  1898;  assigned  as  inspector-general  on  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General 
Shafter  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  per  G.  0. 1,  Headquarters  United  States  forces,  Tampa,  Fla., 
May  2,  1898;  appointed  brigadier-general  of  volunteers.  May  4,  1898;  assigned  to 
the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Tampa,  Fla.,  per  G.  O.  50,  A.  6.  O.,  May  20,  1898;  appointed 
major-general  of  volunteers,  July  8,  1898. 

The  brilliant  work  of  this  officer  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  Department  with 
which  he  has  been  so  long  associated,  and  is  a  source  of  pride  and  satisfaction  to 
many  in  the  service,  but  especially  all  in  the  Inspector-General's  Department, 
whether  civilians  or  soldiers. 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  D.  Vroom,  inspector-general,  Department  of  the  Gulf;  directed  to 
proceed  to  FallsChurch,Va.,andreport  to  Maj.  Gen.  William  M.  Graham,  commanding 
Second  Axmy  Corps,  for  assignment  to  duty  as  inspector-general  of  that  corps,  per 
S.  O.  121,  A.  G.  O.,  May  24,  1898 ;  directed  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  R.  Brooke,  Camp 
George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  for  assignment  to  duty  with  the  First  Army  Corps,  per  S.  O. 
136,  A.  G.  O.,  June  10, 1898;  served  in  the  Porto  Eico  campaign  on  the  staff  of  Major- 
General  Brooke. 
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Lieut.  Col.  J.  P.  Sanger,  inspector-general,  assistant  to  the  Inspector-General  of 
the  Army ;  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  and  inspector-general  of  volunteers,  May  9, 
1898 ;  appointed  brigadier-general  of  volunteers.  May  27,  1898 ;  relieved  from  duty 
in  the  office  of  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Army  and  directed  to  report  to  the  com- 
manding general  at  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  for  assignment  to  duty  with  the  Sixth 
Army  Corps,  per  S.  0. 139,  A.  G.  C,  June  14, 1898;  at  present  commanding  a  division. 
First  Army  Corps,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Garlington,  inspector-general,  assistant  to  the  Inspector-General 
of  the  Army,  directed  to  accompany  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge  on  a  tour  of  inspec- 
tion to  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  and  other  places,  per  letter  A.  G.  O.,  May  17,  1898; 
directed  to  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler,  in  command  of  cavalry 
division,  Tampa,  Fla.,  per  Field  Orders  7,  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  6,  1898;  accompanied 
expedition  to  Cuba,  serving  on  the  staif  of  Major-General  Wheeler  during  the  oper- 
ations which  led  to  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  forces;  returned  to  the  United 
States  with  the  cavalry  division;  at  Montauk,  L.  I.,  from  August  16  to  26;  directed 
to  return  to  his  station  (Washington)  per  telegram,  A.  G.  O.,  August  26,  1898. 

Maj.  C.  H.  Heyl,  inspector-general;  appointed  July  8,  1898;  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  office  of  the  Inspector-General,  per  S.  O.  164,  A.  G.  O.,  July  14,  1898. 

Maj.  Thomas  T.  Knox,  inspector-general;  (severely  wounded  in  action  at  La 
Guasima,  Cuba,  while  captain  First  Cavalry) ;  appointed  July  25,  1898 ;  directed  to 
proceed  from  Amagan sett.  Long  Island,  New  York,  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  report 
to  the  Acting  Inspector-General  of  the  Army  for  duty  in  his  office,  per  S.  0. 194,  A.  6. 
O.,  August  18, 1898. 

Maj.  Stephen  C.  Mills,  inspector-general;  appointed  July  25, 1898;  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  report  to  the  Acting  Inspector-General  of  the  Army 
for  duty  in  his  office,  per  S.  O.  177,  A.  G.  0.,  July  29,  1898;  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
office  of  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Army,  per  S.  O.  182,  A.  G.  O.,  August  4, 1898; 
recorder  of  the  commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  war  with  Spain,  per  S. 
0. 226,  A.  G.  O.,  September  24, 1898. 

2.  Acting  Inspectors-General. 

Maj.  Francis  Moore,  Fifth  Cavalry,  acting  inspector-general.  Department  of  the 
Colorado;  directed  to  proceed  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  to  assist  in  the  duties  con- 
nected with  the  mobilization  of  troops,  per  S.  O.  59,  Headquarters  Department  of 
the  Colorado,  May  12,  1898;  announced  as  mustering  officer.  Department  of  the  Col- 
orado, per  G.  O.  18,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Colorado,  June  13,  1898; 
directed  to  assume,  in  addition  to  the  duties  now  assigned  him,  those  of  acting 
inspector-general.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  per  S.  O.  150,  A.  G.  O.,  June  27, 1898. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.J.  Saniio,  Fourth  Infantry,  acting  inspector-general.  Department 
of  the  Missouri;  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  inspector-general.  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  and  directed  to  report  to  the  commanding  general.  Department  of  the 
Lakes  and  of  Dakota,  St.  Paul,  Miun.,  for  duty  as  acting  inspector-general  of  those 
departments,  per  S.  O.  150,  A.  G.  O  ,  June  27,  1898. 

Lieut.  Col.  Wirt  Davis,  Eighth  Cavalry,  acting  inspector-general,  Department  of 
the  Columbia. 

Maj.  Frank  D.  Baldwin,  Fifth  Infantry,  acting  inspector-general,  Department  of 
Dakota;  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  and  inspector-general  of  volunteers  May  9, 
1898;  directed  to  proceed  to  Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  and  report  to  the  commanding 
general  for  assignment  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  the  commanding  general.  Third  Army 
Corps,  per  S.  O.  141,  A.  G.  0.,  June  20,  1898. 

Maj.  Edward  Field,  Second  Artillery ;  assigned  as  acting  inpector-general.  Depart- 
ment of  California,  per  S.  O.  120,  A.  6.  O.,  May  23,  1898. 

Maj .  J.  P.  Story,  Seventh  Artillery ;  assigned  to  temporary  duty  as  acting  inspector- 
general.  Department  of  the  East,  per  S.  O.  146,  A.  G.  O.,  June  22,  1898. 

Capt.  WilliamH.  Beck,  TenthCavalry ;  detailed  as  acting  inspector-general.  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  per  S.  O.  229,  A.  G.  0.,  September  28,  1898. 

3.  Inspectors-General  of  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  P.  Sanger,  appointed  May  9, 1898,  from  the  Army ;  resigned  his  com- 
mission as  lieutenant-colonel  and  inspector-general  of  volunteers  June  4, 1898;  vide 
S.  0. 140,  A.  G.  0.,  June  15, 1898. 

Lieut.  Col.  Frank  D.  Baldwin,  appointed  May  9,  1898,  from  the  Army;  directed  to 
proceed  to  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  and  report  to  the  commanding  general  for 
assignment  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  the  commanding  general,  Third  Army  Corps,  per 
S.  O.  141,  A.  G.  0.,  June  20,  1898;  assigned  inspector-general.  First  Army  Corps,  per 
G.  O.  166,  A.  G.  O.,  October  13,  1898. 

Lieut.  Col.  Edmund  Eice,  appointed  May  9,  1898,  from  the  Army;  directed  to 
report  to  the  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army  for  assignment  to  duty,  per  S.  O. 
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146,  A.  G.  O.,  Juue  22,  1898 ;  granted  leave  of  absence  until  further  orders,  to  enable 
him  to  accept  commission  of  colonel  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Infantry,  per  S.  O.  186,  A.  G.  O.,  August  9,  1898. 

Lieut.  Col.  Marion  P.  Maus,  appointed  May  9,  1898,  from  the  Army;  on  duty  at 
Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Jacob  Astor,  appointed  May  9,  1898,  from  New  York ;  directed  to 
accompany  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge  on  a  tour  of  inspection  to  Chickatoauga 
Park,  Georgia,  and  other  places,  per  letter  A.  G.  0.,  May  17,  1898;  assigned  to  duty 
onthestafif  of  Maj.  Geu.  W.  R.  Shafter,  per  G.  0. 15,  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
on  board  S.  S.  Seguranca,  Tampa  Bay,  Florida.,  June  10,  1898,  and  per  S.  0. 152, 
A.  G.  0.,  June  29,  1898;  accompanied  the  expedition  to  Cuba,  serving  on  the  staff  of 
Maior-General  Shafter.  Honorably  discharged,  to  take  effect  November  1,  1898,  per 
S.  0. 250,  A.  G.  O.,  October  22,  1898. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  A.  Whittier,  appointed  May  9,  1898,  from  New  York;  directed 
to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Pacific, 
per  S.  0. 120,  A.  G.  O.,  May  23, 1898;  accompanied  Major-General  Merritt's  expedition 
to  Manila. 

Lieut.  Col.  Curtis  Guild,  jr.,  appointed  May  9, 1898,  from  New  York;  directed  to 
proceed  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee  for  assignment  to 
duty,  per  S.  0. 116,  A.  G.  O.,  May  18, 1898;  assigned  inspector-general,  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  per  G.  0. 171,  A.  G.  O.,  October  21, 1898. 

Lieut.  Col.  Winfield  S.  Edgerly,  appointed  June  8, 1898,  from  the  Army ;  on  duty  as 
inspector-general,  Second  Army  Corps  (see  6.  0. 166,  A.  G.  O.,  October  13, 1898). 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Whipple,  appointed  June  22,  1898,  from  the  Army;  accom- 
panied expedition  to  Manila. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  D.  Miley,  appointed  September  8,  1898,  from  the  Army ;  assigned 
inspector-general,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  per  S.  O.  166,  A.  G.  O.,  October  13,  1898,  but 
retained  at  Headquarters  Department  of  the  East. 

Maj.  Jesse  M.  Lee;  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  appointed  colonel 
Tenth  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Maj.  Philip  Reade,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  directed  to  report  to 
Bri^.  Gen.  J.  F.  Kent  for  assignment  to  duty,  per  S.  0. 134,  A.  G.  0.,  JuneS,  1898 ;  accom- 
panied expedition  to  Cuba,  serving  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Kent,  by  whom  he 
was  specially  recommended  for  promotion  for  conspicuous  gallantry  under  fire,  under 
his  personal  observation,  in  the  battles  of  July  1  and  2,  1898,  at  San  Juan  ;  assigned 
inspector-general.  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  per  G.  0. 166,  A.  G.  O.,  October 
13, 1898. 

Maj.  J.  M.  K.  Davis,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  assigned  to  duty  as 
inspector-general.  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  per  S.  0. 11,  Headquarters  First 
Army  Corps  and  Department  of  the  Gulf,  May  29,  1898;  relieved  from  duty  with  the 
First  Army  Corps,  and  directed  to  report  to  the  commanding  general.  Department  of 
the  Gulf,  for  assignment  to  duty  as  inspector-general  of  that  department,  per  S.  O. 
184,  A.  G.  O.,  August  6,  1898. 

Maj.  WilliamP.  Duvall,  appointed  May  12, 1898,  from  the  Aimy ;  assigned  to  duty  as 
chief  ordnance  officer.  Second  Army  Corps,  Juue  4,  1898;  appointed  chief  ordnance 
officer,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  July  18,  1898;  discharged  as  major  and 
inspector- general  of  volunteers  July  19,  1898,  per  S.  0.  241,  A.  G.  O.,  October  ^2,  1898. 

Maj.  E.  D.  Thomas,  appointed  May  12,  1898.  from  the  Army;  assigned  to  duty  as 
inspector-general.  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  per  S.  0. 11,  Headquarters  First 
Army  Corps  and  Department  of  the  Gulf,  May  29,  1898 ;  assigned  inspector-general, 
Fourth  Army  Corps,  per  S.  O.  166,  A.  G.  O.,  October  13,  1898. 

Maj.  Thomas  M.  Woodruff,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  on  duty  as 
mustering  officer  of  Florida  volunteers  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  to  June  17, 1898 ;  directed 
to  report  to  the  commanding  general.  Fifth  Army  Corps,  for  assignment  to  duty, 
per  S.  O.  140,  A.  G.  O.,  June  15, 1898;  assigned  as  inspector-general.  Third  Division, 
Second  Army  Corps,  per  G.  O.  166,  A.  G.  O.,  October  13,  1898. 

Maj.  George  S.  Anderson,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  appointment 
declined. 

Maj.  Alexander  Rodgers,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  assigned  as 
inspector-general.  First  Division,  Third  Army  Corps,  per  S.  O.  12,  Headquarters 
First  Army  Corps  and  Department  of  the  Gulf,  May  30,  1898;  granted  leave  of 
absence  until  further  orders,  to  enable  him  to  accept  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel 
in  a  regiment  of  Connecticut  volunteers,  per  S.  0.  151,  A.  G.  O.,  June  28,  1898; 
resigned  his  commission  as  major  and  Inspector  general  of  volunteers  July  3,  1898, 
S.  O.  187,  A.  G.  O.,  August  10,  1898. 

Maj.  Stephen  Y.  Seyburn,  appointed  May  12, 1898,  from  the  Army ;  on  duty  at  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army;  relieved  from  duty  at  Army  Headquarters  and  directed  to 
report  for  assignment  to  duty  as  inspector-general,  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army 
Corps,  per  S.  0. 14,  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  15j  1898 ;  granted  leave  of  absence  until  fuiliher 
orders,  to  enable  him  to  accept  a  commission  as  colonel  in  a  regiment  of  New  York 
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volunteers,  per  S.  0.152,  A.  G.  0.,  June  29,  1898;  resigned  as  major  and  inspector 
general  of  volunteers,  to  take  effect  July  31, 1898,  per  S.  0. 204,  A.  G.  O.,  August  30, 1898. 

Maj.  Herbert  J.  Slooum,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Armyj  assigned  as 
inspector-general,  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  per  S.  0. 7,  Headquarters  First 
Army  Corps  and  Department  of  the  Gulf,  May  25,  1898;  assigned  as  inspector- 
general.  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  per  G.  0. 166,  A.  G.  0,,  October  13, 1898. 

Maj,  Benjamin  H.  Cheever,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  assigned  as 
inspector-general,  Second  Division,  Seveuth  Army  Corps,  per  S.  O.  2,  Headquarters 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  Tampa,  Fla.,  May  27, 1898,  and  G.  0. 171,  A.  G.  0.,  October21, 1898. 

Maj.  Stephen  C.  Mills,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  on  duty  as  mas- 
tering officer  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  per  S.  0. 101,  A.  6.  O.,  April  30, 1898;  directed 
to  proceed  to  Falls  Church,  Va.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  M.  Graham,  Second 
Army  Corps,  for  assignment  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Butler,  per  S.  0. 
136,  A.  G.  0.,  June  10,  1898;  appointed  major  and  inspector-general.  United  States 
Army,  July  25,  1898. 

Maj.  Harry  C.  Benson,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  the  Army;  assigned  to  duty 
as  inspector-general,  First  Division,  Third  Army  Corps,  per  S.  0.  46,  Chickamauga 
Park,  Ga.,  July  3,  1898;  assigned  inspector-general.  First  Division,  Fourth  Army 
Corps,  per  6.  0. 166,  A.  6.  O.,  October  13, 1898. 

Maj.  G.  Creighton  Webb,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  New  York;  directed  to 
proceed  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Major-General  Shafter,  commanding  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  for  assignment  to  duty,  per  S.  0. 128,  A.  G.  O.,  June  1, 1898;  served  dur- 
ing the  Santiago  campaign  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Lawton,  by  whom  he  was 
highly  commended  for  bravery  and  recommended  for  promotion  by  brevet. 

Maj.  Russell  B.  Harrison,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  Indiana;  assigned  as 
assistant  to  the  inspector-general.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  per  G.  O.  7,  Headquarters 
of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Fla.,  June  9,  1898;  appointed  pro- 
vost marshal,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  August  3,  1898,  per  G.  O.  21,  Headquarters 
Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Maj.  John  G.  Evans,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  South  Carolina;  directed  to 
proceed  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  report  to  the  commanding-general,  Seventh  Army 
Corps,  for  assignment  to  duty,  per  S.  O.  133,  A.  G.  O.,  June  7,  1898;  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Miami,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.-  J.  W.  Keifer  for  duty  with  the  First 
Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  per  S.  6.  30,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  July  4,  1898,  and 
G.  O.  171,  A.  G.  0.,  October  21,  1898. 

Maj.  James  H.  McLeary,  appointed  May  12,  1898,  from  Texas;  directed  to  proceed 
to  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  E.  Shafter,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  for 
assignment  to  duty,  per  S.  0.  132,  A.  G.  O.,  June  6,  1898;  served  on  the  staff  of 
Major-General  Kent  during  the  operations  at  Santiago,  and  now  on  duty  in  Cuba  as 
mayor  of  Santiago,  per  S.  O.  34,  Headquarters  Department  of  Santiago,  September 
23, 1898. 

Maj.  John  G.  Ballanoe,  appointed  May  17, 1898,  from  the  Army ;  relieved  from  duty 
at  Knox  College,  Galesburg,  111.,  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Chickamauga  Park, 
Georgia,  and  report  to  the  commanding  general  for  assignment  to  duty  on  the  staff 
of  a  division  commander  of  the  First  Army  Corps,  per  S.  0. 141,  A.  G.  O.,  June  16, 
1898;  order  revoked  by  telegram  from  the  A.  G.  O.  of  June  17, 1898;  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  upon  completion  of  his  duties  pertaining  to 
muster  in  of  volunteers  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  report  to  the  commanding  general 
for  assignment  to  duty,  to  replace  Maj.  J.  M.  K.  Davis,  inspector-general,  U.  S.  Volun- 
teers, per  S.  0. 184,  A.  6.  O.,  August  6,1898;  assigned  inspector-general.  First  Divi- 
sion, First  Army  Corps,  per  G.  0. 166,  A.  6. 0.,  October  13, 1898. 

Maj.  William  Crozier,  appointed  May  17,  1898,  from  the  Army;  mustered  out,  to 
take  effect  November  30, 1898,  per  S.  0. 258,  A.  G.  0.,  November  1, 1898. 

Maj.  Harry  H.  Carlton,  appointed  May  17, 1898,  from  Georgia;  directed  to  proceed 
to  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  Brooke  for  assignment 
to  duty,  per  S.  0. 133,  A.  G.  0.,  June  17,  1898;  assigned  as  inspector-general.  First 
Division,  First  Army  Corps ;  accompanied  expedition  to  Porto  Rico,  returning  to  the 
United  States  September  15, 1898;  mustered  out,  to  take  effect  December  31, 1898,  per 
S.  0. 258,  November  1, 1898. 

Maj.  David  Vickers,  appointed  June  3,  1898,  from  Idaho;  directed  to  proceed  to 
Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  Brooke  for  assignment 
to  duty  with  Sixth  Army  Corps,  as  inspector-general,  per  S.  O.  135,  A.  G.  O.,  June  9, 
1898;  assigned  to  duty  with  Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps;  mustered  out,  to 
take  effect  December  31,  1898,  per  S.  O.  258,  A.  G.  O.,  November  1,  1898. 

Maj.  Robert  A.  Brown,  appointed  June  7,  1898,  from  the  Army;  assigned  to  duty 
as  inspector-generalj  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  per  G.  O.  166,  A.  G.  0., 
October  13,  1898. 

Maj.  Daniel  M.  White,  appointed  June  8,  1898,  from  New  Hampshire;  directed  to 
proceed  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  report  to  the  commanding  general.  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
for  assignment  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  a  division  commander  in  that  corps,  per  S.  O. 
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144,  A.  G.  O..  June  20,  1898;  assigned  as  inspector-general,  Third  Division,  Fourth 
Army  Corps;  mustered  out,  to  take  effect  November  30, 1898,  per  S.  O.  258,  A.  G.  O., 
November  1,  1898. 

Maj.  John  S.  Mallory,  appointed  June  20,  1898,  from  the  Army. 

Maj.  Perry  Belmont,  appointed  July  6,  1898,  from  New  York;  directed  to  proceed 
to  Falls  Church,  Va.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  M.  Graham  for  assignment  to  duty 
on  the  staff  of  the  commanding  general,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  per 
S.  0. 163,  A.  G.  O.,  July  13,  1898;  resigned,  to  take  effect  August  20,  1898,  per  S.  O. 
194,  A.  G.  O.,  August  18, 1898. 

Maj.  Charles  G.  Starr,  appointed  August  13,  1898,  from  the  Army;  directed  to 
report  to  the  commanding  general,  Department  of  Santiago,  for  assignment  to  duty 
as  inspector-general  of  that  department,  per  S.  O.  194,  A.  G.  0.,  August  18,  1898. 

4.  Legal  Status  of  the  Inspbctok-Gbnkral's  Department. 

War  Department,  Office  Judge-Advocate-Genekal, 

Washington,  May  3,  1898. 

Sir:  The  question  presented  is  "whether  the  Inspector  General's  Department  is 
now  legally  a  bureau  of  the  War  Department,  similar  to  the  Quartermaster's,  Sub- 
sistence, and  other  bureaus  therein,  in  its  character  and  in  the  status  and  authority 
of  its  chief" 

Section  1094  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides : 

"The  Army  of  the  United  States  shall  consist  of  one  General,  one  Lieutenant- 
General,  three  major-generals,  six  brigadier-generals,  five  regiments  of  artillery, 
ten  regiments  of  cavalry,  twenty-five  regiments  of  infantry,  an  Adjutant-General's 
Department,  an  Inspector-General's  Department,  a  Qnariermaater-QeneraV s  Department, 
a  Subsistence  Department,"  etc. 

It  is  therefore  clear  that  there  is  in  the  Army  an  Adjutant-General's  Department, 
an  Inspector-General's  Department,  a  Quartermaster's  Department,  a  Subsistence 
Department,  and  so  on,  all  parts  of  the  Army. 

The  annual  army  appropriation  acts  all  recognize  them  and  appropriate  money  for 
them  by  name  and  provide  for  their  support  and  operation.  Such  departments  con- 
stitute the  staff  corps  of  the  Army ;  and  the  ranking  member  of  the  corps  of  inspectors- 
general  is  the  head  of  the  corps  in  the  Army  in  the  same  sense  that  the  Adjutant- 
General  is  the  head  of  the  adjutant-general's  corps  in  the  Army.  But  the  War  Depart- 
ment is  not  the  Army,  nor  a  part  of  it.  It  is  a  civil  institution.  It  is  one  of  the 
departments  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  Federal  Government. 

'rhe  annual  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  appropriation  acts  show  that  there 
are  in  the  War  Department,  and  as  parts  of  it  as  a  civil  institution,  certain  "  offices" 
(sometimes  called  bureaus)  appropriated  for,  as  the  "  Office  of  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral," the  "  Office  of  the  Inspector-General,"  the  "  Office  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General,"  the  "Office  of  the  Commissary-General,"  etc. 

Webster's  Dictionary  defines  "  bureau  "  as  being  "  a  department  for  the  transaction 
of  business  by  a  public  functionary,"  and  in  a  note  it  is  said: 

"  On  the  Continent  of  Europe  the  highest  departments,  in  most  countries,  have 
the  name  of  lureau;  as  the  bureau  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  In  England 
and  America  the  term  is  confined  to  inferior  and  subordinate  departments,  aa  the 
'  Pension  Bureau.' " 

Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  proper  to  say  that  the  "Office  of  the  Adjutant- 
General,"  the  "Office  of  the  Inspector-General,"  the  "Office  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General,"  and  the  "Office  of  the  Commissary-General"  in  the  War  Department  are 
properly  called  "bureaus."  Each  is  "a  department  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness by  a  public  functionary,"  and  is  an  "inferior  and  subordinate  department," 
being  inferior  and  subordinate  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War,  which  is  the  head 
of  the  whole  of  the  civil  institution  known  as  the  War  Department. 

The  question  is,  "Whether  the  Inspector-General's  Department  is  now  legally  a 
bureau  of  the  War  Department?"  To  be  technically  exact,  the  Inspector-General's 
Department  is  not;  it  is  a  corps  in  the  Army.  But  the  "Office  of  the  Inspector- 
General"  in  the  War  Department  is;  and  it  is  a  bureau  similar  in  its  character  to 
the  "Office  of  the  Quartermaster-General,"  and  the  "  Office  of  the  Commissary-Gen- 
eral," and  the  "Office  of  the  Adjutant-General,"  etc.,  and  a,lso  "in  the  status  and 
authority  of  its  chief,"  so  far  as  his  status  and  authority  as  a  chief  of  a  bureau  in  the 
War  Department  go. 

Now,  these  b  ureaus  generally  contain,  or  have  on  duty  in  them,  several  army  officers 
and  numerous  clerks  and  messengers,  etc. ,  and  the  "  chief  "  of  the  bureau  is,  with  one 
exception,  tie  head  of  a  department  or  corps  in  the  Army.  In  the  one  case  excepted 
he  constitutes  the  department  in  the  Army.  In  fact,  the  office  the  chief  of  a  bureau 
in  the  War  Department  holds  is  the  office  in  the  Army— the  head  of  his  corps;  and 
it  would  seem  that  in  some  cases  at  least  be  is  only  ex  officio  chief  of  the  bureau  in 
the  War  Department.    And  sections  178, 179,  and  1132  substantially  provide  that  he 
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shall  perform  the  dnties  of  the  chief  of  the  bureau  only  while  he  is  personally  present 
in  it. 

Some  of  these  chiefs  of  bureaus,  in  their  combined  capacities  of  chiefs  of  bureaus 
aud  heads  of  departments  or  corps  in  the  Army,  have  more  or  less  authority  and  con- 
trol over  the  other  members  of  their  corps  and  over  the  officers  on  duty  in  their 
respective  bureaus;  but  the  amount  and  character  of  this  power  and  the  Classes  of 
matter  it  extends  to  depend  largely  on  the  pleasure  of  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the 
President,  embodied  principally  in  regulations  and  the  custom  of  the  service. 

So,  on  the  whole,  it  would  seem  that  the  olBces  usually  called  bureaus  in  the  War 
Department  are  all  bureaus  alike  in  their  character,  and  that  all  the  chiefs  of  these 
bureaus  are  practically  alike  in  their  status  and  authority  as  chiefs  of  bureaus  and 
heads  o£  corps  in  the  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  Norman  Libber, 

Judge-Advoeate-General. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

«*.'*«  *f  *  # 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  May  5, 1898, 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Inspector-General,  inviting  attention  to  the  accom- 
panying opinion  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General,  whose  views  are  concurred  in. 

G.  D.  Meiklejohn, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Appendix  B. 
report  of  a  tour  of  duty  with  the  army  of  invasion  of  cuba. 

[June  5  to  July  25,  1898.] 

On  Board  Transport  HuDsop^, 
En  route  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  the  United  States,  July  S5, 1898. 

Sir  :  Unless  Spain  could  display  some  dominance  or  peculiar  aggressiveness  in  her 
sea  power  the  absolute  security  of  the  United  States  on  land  was  assured,  and  the 
interest  of  the  present  expedition  was,  therefore,  largely  centered  in  the  possibility 
of  destroying  Cervera's  fleet  at  Santiago,  and  thereby  removing  all  possibility  of 
aggression  on  the  part  of  Spain.  In  tbe  broadest  view  of  the  situation,  the  quickest 
way  to  insure  peace  may  now  lie  in  an  assault  upon  the  resources  or  domination  of 
Spain  nearest  to  her  vital  lines  of  commerce,  and,  therefore,  rather  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean than  the  Caribbean  Sea.  But  in  June  and  merely  locally  the  navy  had  its 
attention  centered  upon  Guantanamo  Bay,  which  it  was  using  as  its  secondary  base, 
and  Santiago  de  Cuba,  in  which  it  was  intently  watching  the  fleet  of  Cervera. 
There  was,  therefore,  some  reason  to  effect  a  landing  somewhere  between  these  two 
points,  although  points  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  and  also  those  west  might  be 
brought  up  for  consideration,  as  in  the  one  case  giving  a  general  opportunity  for  the 
navy  to  clear  the  torpedoes  and  mines  away ;  and  in  Cabanas  Bay,  on  the  other  hand, 
might  be  found  special  advantages  for  landing  large  bodies  of  troops  in  small  boats. 

But  Daiquiri  having  been  selected,  the  landing  could  not  have  been  effected  with 
less  loss,  and  the  movements  of  the  troops  thereafter  were  merely  limited  by  the 
speed  with  which  supplies  could  be  gotten  from  the  vessels,  even  with  the  advantage 
of  Siboney  also,  both  of  which  were  little  more  than  indentations  on  an  open  coast, 
without  landing  facilities.  And  it  was  seldom,  indeed,  that  the  supplies  were 
brought  up  to  the  fighting  lines  in  any  great  excess  of  their  immediate  needs;  and 
the  entire  absence  of  the  usual  comforts  and  conveniences  of  even  the  simplest  army 
life  during  the  whole  of  this  expedition,  and  sometimes  of  medical  essentials,  even 
in  the  hour  of  utmost  need,  was  one  of  its  most  marked  features  after  landing. 
Even  the  shelter  tents  and  flies  were  abandoned  and  all  bivouacked  without  the 
wall  tent  General  Grant  allowed  brigade  and  division  headquarters,  or  the  common 
tent  he  allowed  companies  at  Vicksburg  when  starting.  The  energy  with  which 
every  element  was  driven  from  first  to  last  will  be  sufficiently  understood  when  such 
men  as  General  Shafter  and  Colonels  Humphrey  and  Weston  had  the  task  in  hand. 
The  liberality  with  which  every  necessary  article  was  purchased  that  could  be 
found  in  the  market  goes  without  saying.  But  the  means  for  expediting  the  land- 
ing of  stores  seemed  inadequate,  even  to  the  last;  and  it  is  understood  that  lighter 
after  lighter  ordered  to  the  Cuban  coast  was  sunk  at  sea;  and  the  lack  of  quick 
communication  between  the  vessels,  or  of  any  launches,  was  apparently  irremedi- 
able.   The  extent  to  which  the  transports  suffered  in  their  ground  tackles,  capstans, 
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small  boats,  and  other  paraphernalia,  and  the  dread  their  masters  had  of  even 
greater  loss  on  such  a  surf-beaten,  rock-bound  shore  was  constantly  shown,  and  the 
navy  appeared  to  leave  the  army  at  last  much  to  its  own  devices. 

It  was  natural  to  suppose  that  there  might  well  be  heavy  loss  in  such  an  adven- 
ture at  at  least  three  points,  to  wit,  the  landing  place,  at  some  intermediate  forti- 
fied position  like  San  Juan,  and  in  the  final  assault  or  contest.  But  all  the  loss  in 
battle  was  concentrated  practically  in  the  single  battle  of  the  let  and  2d  of  July. 
The  several  organizations  appear  content  with  how  they  played  their  own  part  and 
with  their  immediate  commanders,  and  look  upon  the  demands  made  upon  them  as 
at  least  up  to  the  usual  powers  of  man  and  worthily  met. 

Great  security  was  given  to  the  enemy  by  the  block  houses,  wire  entanglements, 
etc.,  created  during  the  long  course  ef  defensive  construction  for  the  purpose  of 
dominating  the  country  from  the  insurgents ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  such  ubiqui- 
tous defenses  were  not  more  frequently  defended.  Special  interest  was  given  to 
this  battle,  where  our  men  for  the  first  time  faced  smokeless  powder  in  rapid-fire 
Mauser  guns,  handled  by  men  in  invisible  rifle  pits,  to  whom  every  ford  and  road 
were  absolutely  familiar  objects.  To  most  of  our  enlisted  men,  all  of  whom  were 
regulars  but  three  regiments— the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Second  Massachusetts, 
and  Seventy-first  New  York — this  was  the  first  battle  ag.iinst  a  civilized  foe.  In 
peace  our  Army  is  administered  rather  by  post  and  departments,  and  our  staff  offi- 
cers are  diligent  at  their  desks,  especially  in  the  bureaus.  Now  the  regiments  and 
brigades  were  recognized  in  campaign,  where  nearly  every  officer  is  performing 
unwonted  duties,  even  among  the  regulars,  so  there  are  some  of  the  usual  indica- 
tions of  unfamiliar  occupations. 

Nothing  like  the  usual  proportion  of  artillery  was  present  on  the  field  to  aid  the 
other  arms  as  accessories  before  the  fact,  and  comments  on  and  results  of  this  can 
come  best  from  line  officers  of  the  other  arms.  The  remarkable  marksmanship  of  our 
trained  soldiers  was  hardly  more  exploited  than  the  gross  ignorance  of  our  recruits. 
The  books  say  that  it  ought  not  to  be  possible  to  successfully  assault  in  front 
unshaken,  still  more  well-fortified  infantry,  under  modern  conditions.  But  in  this 
instance  dismounted  cavalry,  as  well  as  its  confrfre  of  the  infantry  arm,  did,  without 
bayonets,  successfully  assault  infantry  posted  on  commanding  ground,  laehiud  water, 
well  intrenched,  valient  and  unshaken,  and  the  severity  of  the  task  is  indicated  by 
the  list  of  casualties  as  compared  with  the  actual  numbers  the  immediately  opposing 
trenches  will  hold.  And  when  the  fight  was  over,  though  successful  everywhere, 
we  had  no  reserves,  Bates's  Independent  Brigade  having  been  in  the  assault  first  at 
Caney,  and  then  by  a  night  march  reenforcing  the  left  at  San  Juan,  as  Lawton's  divi- 
sion also  came  from  Caney  to  the  right  at  San  Juan  under  most  urgent  calls.  It  was 
afterwards  supposed  that  the  gap  laetween  our  right  and  the  bay  was  closed  by 
Garcia's  forces,  and  the  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  Spaniards  was  made  prior 
to  any  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  Cervera  to  escape  with  his  fleet  or  the  arrival 
of  the  enemy's  reeuforcements.  Such  a  conjuction  of  events  may  indicate  the  rapid- 
ity of  the  changes  in  the  situation. 

Doubtless  through  telegrams  and  otherwise  there  have  been  sufficient  indications 
of  the  intense  strain  in  the  whole  military  situation  on  the  field  of  operations  which 
led  to  the  consultation  at  the  El  Pozo  House  the  night  of  July  2,  and  to  some  of  the 
general  officers  favoring  a  retrograde  movement  during  the  day  or  two  prior  to  our 
intrenchments  taking  shape  and  the  armistice  being  agreed  upon — which  latter 
remained  almost  unbroken  until  the  surrender.  The  part  I  played  in  the  considera- 
tion of  these  questions  will,  probably,  and  may  as  well,  remain  unrecorded,  and  needs 
merely  to  be  referred  to  here.  Probably  it  is  now  evident  to  all  that  it  was  far  better 
to  stand  steadfast  and  perhaps  quite  possible  to  advance  rather  than  retreat  so  near 
the  4th  of  July ;  and  certainly  we  have  demonstrated  our  ability  to  hold  our  own. 
Indeed,  the  fighting  of  this  army  came  up  to  the  highest  expectations,  and  accom- 
plished results  beyond  what  it  is  usual  to  expect  of  a  force  so  constituted.  And 
Cervera's  fleet  and  every  fortification  or  armed  organization  to  whose  protection  he 
had  run  is  now  numbered  among  the  American  conquests.  And  at  the  moment  this 
was  attained  this  tour  ended,  and,  under  orders  already  received,  I  turned  to  Wash- 
ington to  submit  my  report,  and  then  report  to  General  Brooke  for  assignment  to 
the  command  of  a  division.  And  I  have  already  submitted  a  partial  report,  to  which 
this  is  a  conclusion,  and  have  submitted,  also,  by  telegraph,  my  earnest  desire  that 
the  command  given  to  me  should  be  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

EMBARKATION. 

Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  was  selected  as  the  place  for  the  embarkation  of  the  first  expe- 
dition for  the  invasion  of  Cuba,  the  army  of  invasion  being  under  the  command  of 
Maj.  Gen.  William  R.  Shafter,  U.  S.  V.  Port  Tampa  is  at  the  head  of  Tampa  Bay, 
and  about  30  miles  from  the  bar.  It  could  be  easily  protected  from  such  small 
Spanish  vessels  as  could  threaten  it  by  two  or  three  small  vessels  of  our  Navy.    The 
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distance  from  Port  Tampa  to  Cuba  is  shorter  than  from  any  other  part  of  our  main- 
land. From  the  city  of  Tampa  to  the  port  is  about  10  mUes.  The  country  is  flat 
and  sandy,  covered  with  an  open  pine  forest.  The  docking  facilities  at  Port  Tampa 
are  for  steamship  lines  running  from  this  point  to  the  various  points  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  The  railway  facilities  consist  of  a  single  line  of  a  single-track  railroad, 
connected  with  the  Northern  and  Eastern  roads  near  Jacksonville,  some  200  miles 
from  Tampa.  Great  congestion  occurred  on  this  road  and  consequently  delay  in 
bringing  troops  and  supplies.  Whether  this  could  have  been  remedied,  in  part  at 
least,  by  special  management  under  military  authority,  or  otherwise,  or  by  adopting 
another  point  of  departure,  is  a  matter  worthy  of  inquiry  and  consideration. 

The  troops  were  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  Tampa  for  several  weeks  before 
actually  going  on  board  ship,  during  which  time  their  facilities  for  drill,  target 
practice,  or  military  exercises  were  limited.  The  health  of  the  troops  was  generally 
good,  though  the  climate  was  hot — much  hotter  than  most  of  the  troops  were  accus- 
tomed to.  Good  potable  water  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity,  but  was  brought 
from  a  distance.  The  transports  employed  were  those  engaged,  for  the  most  part,  in 
trade  between  the  United  States,  the  West  Indies,  and  Central  America.  Some  of  the 
transports  were  freight  steamers,  and  were  fitted  up  between  decks  with  temporary 
berths  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops.  As  a  rule,  these  berths  were  quite 
narrow  and  in  tiers  of  three.  Ventilation  was  not  good.  In  some  cases  temporary 
structures  were  made  on  the  upper  decks  to  accommodate  the  ofJScers,  there  not  being 
suiBcient  cabin  room  on  the  ships.  Animals  were  as  a  rule  carried  on  steamers  built 
for  that  purpose.  After  the  transports  were  loaded  it  was  found  that  some  were 
overcrowded,  and  it  was  feared  that  fevers  might  break  out  from  the  unsanitary 
condition  resulting  from  crowding.  Other  transports  were  brought  in  and  a  number 
of  troops  on  the  crowded  vessels  was  reduced.  It  may  be  stated  here  that  there  was 
very  little  sickness  among  the  troops  on  the  journey,  although  it  was  a  longer  one 
than  was  contemplated  when  the  troops  were  put  aboard.  It  was  necessary  to  tow 
lighters  and  water-carrying  vessels,  resulting  in  reducing  the  speed  of  the  fleet  much 
below  that  of  the  ordinary  speed  of  the  slowest  vessel  in  the  fleet.  One  of  the  scows 
bought  at  Tampa  was  lost  en  route,  and  the  landing  facilities  were  far  from  adequate; 
so  that  both  the  embarkation  and  debarkation  were  most  laborious,  though  driven 
by  men  of  the  utmost  energy. 

JOURNEY. 

After  passing  the  bar  the  fleet  was  formed  up  in  three  columns,  the  columns  being 
about  1,000  yards  from  each  other,  and  the  distance  between  the  vessels  in  the  same 
column  being  about  400  yards.  It  was  found  that  during  thu  night  the  column  would 
string  out  to  a  much  greater  length  than  during  the  daytime,  and  several  instances 
occurred  of  vessels  having  barges  in  tow  being  obliged  to  fall  entirely  behind  the 
column;  and  one  lighter  was  completely  lost,  and  a  steamer  ordered  to  accompany 
the  fleet  (the  Uncle  Sam)  failed  to  do  so. 

The  convoy  consisted  of  five  small  naval  vessels  until  the  fleet  reached  a  point 
between  the  Dry  Tortugas  and  Key  West,  where  ten  more  naval  vessels,  one  of  them 
being  the  battleship  Indiana,  joined  the  fleet,  making  a  convoy  of  some  fifteen  ves- 
sels along  the  northern  coast  of  Cuba.  The  weather  was  fine  from  the  time  the 
fleet  started  from  Tampa  until  it  reached  the  southern  coast  of  Cuba,  the  only  rough 
water  encountered  being  that  in  the  Windward  Passage.  Only  a  few  animals  died 
en  route.  The  fleet  sailed  from  Port  Tampa  on  June  14,  and  arrived  off  Santiago  de 
Cuba  June  20. 

LANDING. 

The  coast  of  Cuba  in  the  vicinity  of  Santiago  Bay  is  steep  and  rooky,  with  few 
good  landiuj^  places.  There  was  at  Daiquiri  an  iron  pier,  used  by  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  unloading  iron  ore,  and  also  a  part  of  a  wharf  was  still  standing.  The 
beach,  while  having  considerable  surf,  was  still  not  too  rough  to  permit  of  the  landing 
of  horses  and  mules  by  swimming  ashore.  On  the  20th  a  reconnoissance  was  made 
east  and  west  of  Santiago  Bay,  and  the  commanding  general  went  ashore  at  Assere- 
dero,  about  18  miles  west  of  Santiago.  This  point  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Cubans, 
and  the  landing  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  a  conference  with  General  Garcia,  the 
Cuban  leader.  On  June  21,  plans  for  landing  were  made  out  and  transmitted  to  the 
various  commanders.  On  the  22d  the  navy  bombarded  all  the  villages  along  the  coast 
in  the  vicinity  of  Santiago,  and  under  the  cover  of  this  fire  an  unopposed  landing 
was  made  by  our  troops  at  Daiquiri.  As  the  water  in  the  small  bay  was  not  deep 
enough  for  ships  to  come  alongside  the  wharf,  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  landing 
in  small  boats  belonging  to  the  transports  and  to  the  navy.  The  navy  furnished 
the  steam  launches  to  tow  these  boats  back  and  forth  between  the  shore  and  trans- 
ports. The  distance  required  of  some  appeared  excessive,  and  communicatiojiB 
between  vessels  habitually  slow. 
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THB  ADVANCE. 

As  soon  as  landed,  the  troops  formed  and  moved  inland,  taking  up  positions  along 
the  banks  of  the  Daiquiri  River,  and  extending  to  a  distance  of  about  3  miles  from 
the  village  of  Daiquiri.  A  number  of  Cubans  that  had  been  landed  the  night  pre- 
vious at  a  point  east  of  Daiquiri,  marched  westward  and  entered  Daiquiri  from  the 
land  side  at  about  the  same  time  our  first  troops  landed.  Under  the  circumstances, 
the  landing  of  our  troops  was  necessarily  slow.  No  horses  were  landed  on  the  first 
day,  and  less  than  one  division  of  soldiers  succeeded  iu  getting  ashore.  On  the  23d 
the  landing  of  troops  continued,  and  the  advance  pushed  on  to  Siboney,  a  coast  vil- 
lage about  9  miles  distance  from  Daiquiri.  Horses  and  mules  were  landing  by 
swimming,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  began  to  land  troops  at  Siboney,  where  the 
bench,  though  not  extensive,  was  much  smoother  than  at  Daiquiri.  There  was  no 
wharf  at  Siboney,  but  later  on  a  small  one  was  bnilt  by  the  engineers  from  timbers 
found  in  a  sawmill  near  by,  belonging  to  the  Juragua  Mining  Company.  Perhaps  a 
battalion  would  have  been  captured  at  Siboney  if  a  single  staff  officer  had  had  a 
horse  to  carry  the  order. 

THE  FIRST  RESISTANCE. 

On  the  24th  the  landing  of  troops  continued;  the  advance,  early  in  the  morning 
reached  the  point  La  Guasima,  about  4  miles  west  of  Siboney,  where  a  skirmish  had 
occurred  the  day  before  between  Cubans  and  Spaniards,  in  which  one  Cuban  was 
killed  and  eight  wounded.  Here  our  advance  met  a  portion  of  the  enemy,  posted 
behind  stone  walls  on  a  very  high  and  steep  hill  and  facing  a  point  in  the  road  which 
was  necessary  for  our  troops  to  pass  on  marching  from  a  sunken  road  into  the  open 
space.  Here  occurred  what  has  since  been  called  the  action  of  La  Guasima.  The 
First  and  Tenth  regiments  of  regular  cavalry  (dismounted)  deployed  and  charged 
np  the  hill  in  front ;  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  deployed  upon  the  other,  or  ridge, 
road  from  Siboney,  which  forks  at  this  point  with  the  valley  road,  and  charged  in 
flank  on  the  left,  driving  the  enemy  from  its  position,  but  not  until  we  had  sus- 
tained severe  losses  in  both  killed  and  wounded.  Our  forces  pushed  on,  and  at  night- 
fall occupied  a  line  a  mile  or  more  in  advance  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy 
in  the  morning.  The  conduct  of  the  troops,  both  white  and  colored,  regular  and 
volunteer,  was  most  gallant  and  soldierly,  and  General  Young's  dispositions,  plan, 
and  execution  were  skillful,  dashing,  and  successful. 

It  may  be  said  in  general  with  regard  to  the  roads  in  this  portion  of  Cuba  that  they 
are  not  wagon  roads,  but  are  simply  trails  for  pack  or  riding  animals.  Some  of  them 
have  been  used  doubtless  in  times  past  for  carts,  but  are  now  in  such  condition  as  to 
require  special  preparation  before  being  passable  for  wheeled  vehicles.  The  soil  is 
rich  and.  supports  a  luxuriant  growth  of  trees,  brush,  and  v^e^  making  a  chaparral 
rather  noticeably  thorny  and  poisonous,  that  is  often  impossibjrf'to  pene&ate  unaided 
by  the  machete.  On  the  hill  and  between  the  river  valleys  the  soil  is  rather  porous, 
and  as  soon  as  broken  down  in  any  way  is  readily  washed  away  by  the  heavy  rains, 
so  that  sunken  roads  are  very  common,  though  the  ridge  road  was  less  sunken  than 
that  in  the  valley,  which  was  most  used  by  the  army.  The  streams  iu  this  vicinity 
are,  for  the  most  part,  readily  fordable,  except  for  a  few  hours  immediately  after 
heavy  and  long-continued  rain.  The  roads  become  then  almost  impassable,  but  dry 
up  very  quickly  after  the  rains  are  over. 

Concerning  the  rains,  we  did  not  find  that  they  occur  with  that  regularity  that 
we  had  been  led  to  expect.  Several  days  will  pass  without  rain,  and  while  a  great 
majority  of  the  rains  do  occur  in  the  afternoon,  it  still  does  occasionally  rain  in  the 
morning  and  during  the  night.  During  these  first  few  days,  while  we  were  slowly 
landing  our  troops,  the  enemy  seemed  to  display  no  activity  or  enterprise,  and  our 
base  and  flanks  were  securely  protected  by  very  small  guards.  Disembarking  stores 
continued  a  thankless,  fateful  task. 

On  June  25  our  advance  occupied  the  high  ridge  of  Sevilla,  in  full  view  of  the 
city  of  Santiago,  and  about  5  or  6  miles  distant  from  it;  Lawton's  division  (second) 
in  advance,  Wheeler's  dismounted  cavalry  some  distance  behind  Lawton,  and  Kent's 
First  Division  coming  up  in  the  rear  of  Wheeler. 

On  the  27th  the  advance  continued,  the  outpost  having  reached  points  within  3  or 
4  miles  from  the  city  of  Santiago,  the  order  of  the  advance  remaining  the  same. 
The  light  batteries  as  they  came  up,  passed  through  Kent's  division  into  camp 
near  Wheeler's  division,  about  the  center  of  the  entire  army  as  it  then  stood.  The 
mounted  squadron  of  the  Second  Cavalry  occupied  a  position  near  the  light  bat- 
teries.   On  this  date  also  transports,  containing  reenforcements,  began  to  arrive. 

On  the  28th  the  reenforcements  land  and  go  into  camp  near  Siboney.  On  the  29th 
General  Shafter  came  ashore  with  his  staff,  moved  out  to  the  front,  and  there  estab- 
lished his  headquarters  beside  General  Lawton's.  General  Ludlow  had  assumed 
command  of  his  brigade  and  reconnoitered  the  commanding  ground  on  the  left  of 
the  road  well  beyond  El  Pozo. 

38  MG 
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BATTLE   OF  EL  CANET. 

On  the  30th  General  Lawton,  commanding  the  Second  Division,  accompanied  by 
his  brijjade  commanders  and  myself,  made  a  thorough  reconnaissance  of  the  terrain 
about  the  village  of  El  Caney,  which  lies  some  3  miles  northeast  of  Santiago,  and 
there  was  afterwards  a  gathering  of  general  officers  on  the  afternoon  of  this  date  at 
General  Shaffer's  headquarters.  Orders  were  issued  for  an  attack  to  take  place  July 
1  on  El  Caney,  with  a  view  to  making  a  turning  movement,  swinging  well  to  our 
right  and  passing  through  the  village  of  El  Caney,  and  striking  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy,  perhaps  ultimately  reaching  to  the  northern  side  of  Santiago.  In  order  that 
troops  should  be  in  position  to  begin  this  movement  early  in  the  morning,  they  are 
moved  out  of  their  camps  late  this  afternoon  and  marched  during  the  early  part  of 
the  night,  bivouacking  near  the  roads,  ready  to  take  up  their  position  in  the  battle 
line  at  earliest  dawn.  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark  that  the  moon  favored  us  du"ing 
all  the  latter  part  of  June  and  early  part  of  July,  enabling  us  to  use  many  hours  of 
the  night  for  movements  that  would  not  have  been  possible  in  darkness. 

At  early  dawn  of  July  1  the  troops  of  Lawton's  division  started  into  the  position 
previously  designated  for  them  to  occupy.  The  one  battery  of  artillery,  assigned  to 
duty  with  this  division  for  the  day,  occupied  a  position  overlooking  the  village  of 
El  Caney,  2,400  yards  distant.  General  Chaffee's  brigade  took  up  a  position  east  of 
the  village,  ready  to  carry  the  town  as  soon  as  it  should  have  been  bombarded  by  the 
artillery. 

General  Ludlow's  brigade  took  up  a,  position  west  of  the  village  in  order  to  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  the  Spaniards,  when  they  should  be  driven  out  and  attempt  to  retreat 
to  the  city  of  Santiago.  But  with  soldierly  instinct  and  admirable  effect  he  closed 
in  upon  the  defenses  of  the  village,  and  his  white  sailor  hat  became  a  target  for  the 
enemy  during  the  hours  he  hugged  the  blockhouses  on  his  flank  of  the  well-defended 
village.    General  Miles's  brigade  was  held  in  reserve  south  of  the  village. 

The  artillery  opened  fire  about  7  a.  m.  The  battery  was  entirely  beyond  the  reach 
of  small-arms  fire,  and  the  enemy  had  no  artillery.  The  battery  opened  fire  with 
shrapnel  at  what  appeared  to  be  column  of  cavalry  moving  along  the  road  from  El 
Caney  toward  Santiago,  then  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  blockhouses,  then  a  few  at 
hedges  where  the  enemy's  infantry  seemed  to  be  located,  and  then  fired  a  few  shots 
into  the  village.  At  about  11  o'clock  the  battery  stopped  firing,  during  all  this  time 
a  continuous  fire  of  musketry  partly  firing  at  will  and  partly  by  volleys,  was  kept  up 
in  all  parts  of  the  lines.  Our  lines  were  drawing  closer  toward  the  enemy's  works, 
and  the  brigade  in  reserve  was  brought  up  on  the  line.  General  Bates'  Independent 
Brigade  reached  the  position  in  the  afternoon  and  also  went  into  the  line,  all  closing 
in  toward  the  village.  Between  1  and  2  o'clock  the  division  commander  directed 
the  battery  of  artillery  to  concentrate  its  fire  upon  the  stone  fort,  or  blockhouses, 
situated  on  the  highest  point  in  the  village  on  the  northern  side,  and  which  was  the 
keypoint  to  the  village?  This  fort  was  built  of  brick,  with  walls  about  a  foot  thick, 
about  45  by  35  feet,  with  semicircular  bastions  diagonally  opposite  each  other.  The 
practice  of  the  artillery  against  this  was  very  effective,  knocking  great  holes  into 
the  fort  and  rendering  it  untenable. 

The  infantry  of  Chaffee's,  Bates',  and  Miles'  brigades  then  made  an  assault  upon 
the  work  and  carried  it.  "There  were  a  number  of  small  blockhouses  on  the  other 
side  of  the  village,  from  which  a  strong  fire  was  kept  up  for  some  time  after  the 
stone  fort  had  fallen.  Word  was  sent  to  the  commander  of  the  artillery  to  bring 
his  battery  down  so  as  to  take  these  blockhouses,  but  by  the  time  the  battery  arrived 
the  fire  had  ceased.  But  there  was  one  blockhouse  still  occnped  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  at  this  the  battery  fired  four  shots,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  a  number  of  Span- 
iards killed  inside  the  blockhouse. 

Orders  having  reached  the  division  commander  in  the  meantime  to  withdraw  his 
forces  as  soon  as  possible  and  come  into  touch  with  the  division  on  his  left,  our  troops 
were  not  moved  into  the  village,  but  were  ordered  to  bivouac  near  the  road  leading 
into  the  city  of  Santiago.  I  was  with  General  Lawton's  command  from  daylight  on 
July  1  until  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  2,  and  except  when  they  were 
carrying  orders  for  General  Lawton  or  engaged  in  other  parts  of  the  field,  was  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenant  Poote  and  other  members  of  my  staff. 

BATTLE   OP   SAN  JUAN. 

On  June  30  all  the  troops  were  in  camp  near  the  Sevilla — El  Pozo— Santiago  road, 
Lawton's  division  (Second)  in  advance,  Wheeler's  division  of  dismounted  cavalry 
next,  and  Kent's  division  (Pirst)  in  rear.  None  of  the  troops  had  passed  El  Pozo. 
El  Pozo  is  the  name  of  a  ruined  plantation  about  3  miles  from  Santiago.  Lawton's 
division,  as  we  have  seen,  turned  off  to  the  north  on  the  afternoon  of  June  30 ;  at  the 
same  time  a  general  movement  of  all  the  troops  began.  The  road  leading  to  Santiago 
was  scarcely  more  than  a  wagon  trail,  and  its  condition  was  wretched.  The  dense 
thicket  confined  men  and  teams  to  a  single  trail.     There  were  several  fords  across 


MAJOR-GENEEAL   COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  595 

the  Rio  Seoo  and  other  small  Btreams,  which,  with  the  mud  holes,  caused  long  delays 
for  the  artillery,  and  retarded  the  advance  of  the  infantry.  The  utmost  confusion 
prevailed,  bodies  of  troops  in  their  eagerness  to  go  forward  cut  others  in  two 
repeatedly.    It  was  midnight  before  the  march  of  3  miles  was  accomplished. 

The  dawn  of  July  1  found  the  troops  bivouacked  on  the  eminence  of  El  Pozo, 
Kent's  division  bivouacked  near  the  road  back  of  El  Pozo,  Grimes's  battery  went 
into  position  about  250  yards  west  of  the  ruined  buildings  of  El  Pozo  soon  after  sun- 
rise and  prepared  gun  pits.  El  Caney,  the  Duorot  House,  and  other  buildings  where 
Lawton's  division  was  operating,  were  plainly  visible  about  3  miles  toward  the 
northwest.  At  6.45  a.  m.  the  first  gun  of  artillery  against  El  Caney  was  heard. 
Grimes's  battery  opened  against  San  Juan  a  little  before  8  a.  m.  The  troops  of  the 
cavalry  division  were  scattered  about  on  El  Pozo  Hill,  in  rear  and  around  the  bat- 
t  y,  apparently  without  order,  and  with  no  view  to  their  protection  from  the 
enemy's  fire.  This  condition  rectified  itself  when  the  enemy,  after  five  or  six  shots 
from  our  battery,  replied  with  shrapnal  fire  at  correct  range,  and  with  accurately 
adjusted  fuses,  killing  two  men  at  the  first  shot. 

After  some  firing,  soon  after  9  a.  m.,  Wheeler's  division  was  put  in  march  toward 
Santiago.  At  the  first  stream,  called  the  Aguadores,  it  crossed  the  stream  and  turned 
toward  the  right,  under  the  direction  of  General  Sumner,  who  was  in  command  at 
that  time,  owing  to  General  Wheeler's  illness.  Scattered  shots  were  fired  by  the 
enemy  before  the  arrival  of  the  first  troops  at  the  crossing,  but  his  volley  firing  did 
not  commence  until  the  dismounted  cavalry  went  into  position,  crossing  the  open 
ground.  Kent's  division  followed  Wheeler,  moving  across  the  stream,  advanced  on 
the  road  in  close  order  under  a  severe  enfilading  fire.  After  advancing  some  distance 
it  turned  off  to  the  left.  Lieutenant  Ord  (killed  in  battle)  made  a  reconnoissance 
from  a  large  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  stream.  At  about  1  o'clock,  after  a  delay  of 
nearly  two  hours  awaiting  for  the  troops  to  reach  their  position,  the  whole  force 
advanced,  charged,  and  carried  the  enemy's  first  position.  They  afterwards  formed 
on  the  crest  so  carried,  and  threw  up  intrenchments  facing  the  enemy's  second  line, 
at  a  distance  of  500  to  1,000  yards. 

Up  to  the  time  our  general  advance  began  there  had  been  hardly  any  firing  by  our 
men,  except  some  scattering  shots  and  an  occasional  small  volley  on  the  right.  In 
the  charge  the  Second  Brigade  of  Kent's  division  advanced  behind  the  First,  some 
of  the  regiments  getting  into  the  first  line  and  reaching  the  crossing  at  about  the 
same  time  as  the  regiments  of  the  leading  brigade.  The  division  was  put  into  posi- 
tion on  the  crest  later  in  regular  order,  the  First  Brigade  on  the  right,  the  Second 
in  the  center,  the  Third  on  the  left.  Similarly,  after  capturing  the  first  line  of 
intrenchments  to  our  right  on  the  San  Juan  position,  the  cavalry  division  occupied 
the  crest  so  taken  and  moved  the  rear  brigade  to  the  right,  so  extending  our  lines 
in  that  direction.  Some  of  the  regiments  of  this  division  were  not  in  position  at 
the  time  of  the  charge,  and  did  not  advance  upon  the  crest,  but  were  still  present 
to  act  as  reserve  and  later  to  extend  the  lines  toward  the  left. 

As  the  action  progressed  the  enemy's  artillery  fire  began,  the  shells  all  exploding 
beyond  the  ford,  because,  as  was  afterwards  learned,  they  were  firing  at  the  balloon. 
At  about  1  o'clock  General  Wheeler  arrived  at  the  crossing  and,  after  a  brief  stay, 
proceeded  on  the  road  toward  San  Juan  with  his  staff,  obtaining  a  good  view  of  the 
troops  as  they  were  ascending  San  Juan  Hill  in  the  final  stage  of  the  battle,  and 
soon  afterwards  reached  the  command.  General  Bates,  of  the  Independent  Brigade, 
on  reaching  the  road  that  turns  off  from  the  Sevilla-Santia^o  road  toward  El  Caney, 
was  directed  to  proceed  to  El  Caney.  After  participating  in  the  battle  at  El  Caney 
it  was  moved  back  to  the  left,  and  went  into  position  on  July  2  on  the  extreme  left 
of  our  lines.  Such  was  the  position  of  our  troops  in  front  of  the  eastern  face  of 
Santiago  at  sunset  of  July  1. 

IN  FRONT  OF   SANTIAGO. 

Returning  now  to  El  Caney,  about  6.30,  orders  were  received  by  General  Lawton 
to  move  his  troops  toward  the  city  at  once.  These  orders  were  immediately  sent  to 
the  brigade  commanders,  and  were  complied  with  by  them  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
troops  moved  to  within  2  miles  of  the  city  of  Santiago  on  the  main  road,  and  bivou- 
acked there  beside  the  road.  General  Lawton  went  forward  with  his  staff  to  find 
and  definitely  locate  the  position  which  his  troops  were  to  occupy,  and  continued 
along  the  road  to  within  about  a  mile  of  the  city,  when  he  was  fired  into  by  the 
Spanish  pickets.  He  then  returned  and  sent  forward  a  strong  patrol  of  Cubans  to 
find  out  the  condition  of  affairs.  He  then  reported  the  matter  to  corps  headquarters, 
and  waited  until  about  2.30  a.  m.,  and  not  receiving  any  report  from  the  Cubans  or 
any  further  direction  from  headquarters,  he  started  lorward  again,  but  was  over- 
taken with  orders  from  corps  headquarters  to  countermarch  his  division  and  come 
np  in  rear  of  the  other  divisions,  to  take  position  on  the  right.  The  division  was 
put  in  march,  and  by  a  long  -detour,  requiring  all  the  rest  of  the  night  and  a  good 
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part  of  the  following  morning,  the  division  came  around  and  went  into  position  on 
the  right  of  cavalry  division,  on  a  ridge  facing  the  Spanish  intrenchments  in  front 
of  the  city  of  Santiago,  and  about  1,500  to  2,500  yards  distant  from  the  city.  Firing 
was  kept  up  during  the  whole  of  the  2d  of  July  by  both  sides,  our  troops  having 
thrown  up  hasty  intrenchments  in  many  positions  the  night  previous. 

During  the  2d  of  July  there  were  a  great  many  casualties,  resulting  not  entirely 
from  aimed  fire,  but  from  bullets  clearing  the  crest  of  our  intrenchments  and  going 
far  beyond,  striking  men  as  they  were  coming  up  together  into  position,  or  as  they 
were  going  back  and  forth,  bringing  water,  caring  for  the  wounded,  and  so  on. 
Many  casualties  also  resulted  from  the  fire  of  sharpshooters,  stationed  in  trees  with 
such  thick  foliage  that  the  sharpshooters  could  not  be  seen.  It  seemed  incredible 
that  men  should  be  so  reckless  as  to  remain  within  our  lines  and  continue  firing,  and 
it  was  believed  by  many  that  what  was  reported  to  be  fire  from  sharpshooters  was 
simply  spent  bullets  that  came  over  the  crest  of  our  works.  But  I  and  the  members 
of  my  stafi^  can  testify  to  the  fact  that  in  many  places  along  the  road  leading  up  to 
the  center  of  our  lines  the  sharp  crack  of  the  Mauser  rifle  could  be  heard  very  close 
to  the  road,  and  there  were  all  the  usual  indications  of  the  near  and  selected  aim 
against  individuals.  Scouting  parties  were  sent  out  from  time  to  time  to  get  hold 
of  these  fellows,  and  a  number  of  them  were  captured  or  shot.  It  was  not  until  a  day 
or  two  afterwards,  however,  that  they  were  all  cleared  out. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  three  batteries  of  artillery  went  into  action  near  San 
Juan,  right  behind  the  infantry  intrenchments,  and  about  600  yards  from  the 
enemy's  intrenchments.  Firing  black  powder  instead  of  smokeless,  they  of  course 
instantly  drew  all  fire  in  that  vicinity,  and  being  unable  to  work  the  guns  were 
obliged  to  withdraw.  The  questions  as  to  smokeless  powder,  intrenchments,  and 
batteries  of  both  light  and  siege  artillery  were  matters  of  the  highest  moment  to 
the  men  most  nearly  exposed  to  the  steady  fire  from  the  intrenched  lines,  so  admira- 
bly laid  out  and  stoutly  defended  as  in  this  fight.  During  the  night  of  the  2d  our 
troops  continued  intrenching  on  a  crest  from  500  to  1,500  yards  distant  from  the  crest 
occupied  by  the  Spanish  intrenchments,  and,  in  most  cases,  having  higher  command. 
The  Spaniards  made  an  attack  on  the  night  of  the  2d  upon  our  lines,  which  was 
repulsed  with  very  little  loss  to  ourselves.  General  Hawkins  was  then  wounded, 
whose  gallantry  in  the  infantry  charge  had  been  so  conspicuous  at  the  head  of  his 
brigade.  Captain  Haskell,  commanding  a  battalion  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry, 
attracted  special  attention  at  the  assault  upon  the  principal  stone  blockhouse  at  Kl 
Caney. 

NEGOTIATIONS   FOR  SURRENDER. 

On  the  3d  there  was  comparatively  little  firing  on  either  side.  In  the  morning  the 
Spanish  fleet  left  the  harbor  and  attempted  to  escape  to  sea,  but  was  destroyed  by 
our  navy  lying  in  wait  for  it  outside  the  harbor.  General  Shafter  sent  in  a  demand 
for  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish  forces  and  city  of  Santiago. 

From  this  time  until  the  surrender  of  the  army  and  the  city,  which  took  place  on 
the  14th,  there  was  no  firing  except  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  when  a  desultory 
bombardment  of  the  lines  and  city  was  made  by  our  artillery,  beginning  about  half 
past  4  and  lasting  until  nearly  dark,  accompanied  by  very  little  small-arms  firing 
on  either  side,  and  resulting  in  few  casualties,  and  probably  not  a  very  great  amount 
of  damage.  The  navy  took  part  iu  this  bombardment  from  a  point  outside  of  the ' 
entrance  to  the  harbor.  The  result  of  the  bombardment  by  the  navy  is  not  known, 
but  thought  not  to  be  very  serious,  any  more  than  our  own. 

In  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  town  we  notified  the  enemy  of  a  bombardment 
In  case  the  city  were  not  surrendered.  Permission  was  given  for  the  nonoombatants 
to  leave  the  city.  They  did  leave  in  the  following  days  to  the  number  of  perhaps 
20,000,  filling  the  neighboring  villages  and  roads  with  destitute  people,  mostly 
women  and  children.  It  then  seemed  to  fall  to  our  lot  to  see  that  these  neople  did 
not  starve  in  a  desolate  country,  and  to  be  as  much  our  duty  to  take  care  of  these 
people,  whom  our  policy  had  driven  from  their  homes,  as  it  was  for  Spain  to  feed  the 
reconceutrados,  whom  they  drove  from  their  homes  under  their  war  policy.  The  task 
was  not  insignificant. 

INVESTMENT  OF  THE  CITY. 

From  the  1st  of  July  on  we  continued  to  extend  our  lines  on  both  flanks,  but  espe- 
cially around  towards  our  right,  until  the  city  was  completely  invested  on  the  eastern 
and  northern  sides.  Spanish  reenforcements  had  been  expected  from  the  north,  and 
besides  that  the  city  was  not  so  strongly  defended  on  this  side  as  on  the  east.  Our 
lines  of  intrenchments  were  occupied  as  follows : 

On  the  extreme  right,  the  Cubans  under  General  Garcia;  next,  Lawton's  division; 
next,  Wheeler's  division  of  dismounted  cavalry;  next,  Kent's  division;  and  on  the 
left.  Bates'  Independent  Brigade.  A  brigade  of  volunteers,  under  General  Duffield, 
was  left  at  Sibouey  and  vicinity. 
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There  -was  a  heavy  rain  on  the  afternoon  of  July  10,  heavy  rain  that  night  and 
nearly  all  day  of  the  11th,  with  very  heavy  rain  at  night.  The  water  supply  of  the 
city  of  Santiago  was  out  on  the  8th  of  July.  This,  it  is  thought,  had  very  little 
effect,  on  account  of  the  heavy  rains  that  followed  and  the  ample  cisterns  whick  the 
city  of  Santiago  contains. 

The  light  batteries,  which  arrived  with  our  other  troops  on  the  9th  of  July,  began 
to  unload  as  soon  as  possible,  but  the  roads  were  rendered  so  bad  by  the  rain's,  which 
followed  almost  immediately,  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  get  them  up  to  the 
front.  Two  batteries,  however,  did  arrive  before  the  close  of  hostilities.  The  others 
were  stopped  on  the  way. 

General  Miles,  commanding  the  Army,  reached  headquarters  in  the  field  on  the 
afternoon  of  July  12,  and  held  a  conference  with  the  Spanish  commander  on  the  13th. 
He  was  present  at  the  capitulation  on  the  14th,  and  returned  to  his  ship  in  the  port 
of  Siboney  on  the  same  day. 

NOTES. 

It  is  not  known  that  the  Spaniards  have  taken  a  single  prisoner  from  the  army 
during  this  campaign.  We  have  taken  several  hundred  Spanish  officers  and  soldiers, 
some  of  whom  were  wounded.  These  Spanish  prisoners,  from  their  conduct,  appar- 
ently expected  to  receive  harsh  treatment,  if  not  immediate  execution;  but  they 
were,  of  course,  well  treated  and  seemed  to  be  surprised  at  it.  The  wounded  prison- 
ers were  sent  into  the  Spanish  lines.  Some  of  those  not  wounded  were  exchanged 
for  some  of  our  sailors  who  were  held  prisoners  by  the  Spaniards,  and  one  wounded 
Spanish  officer  was  exchanged  for  Lieutenant  Hobson,  of  the  Navy,  though  General 
Shafter  was  ready,  if  necessary,  to  give  three  of  equal  rank  for  him. 

There  were  a  number  of  deserters  from  the  Spanish  lines  into  ours,  the  reason  of 
their  desertion  being  given  by  them  as  ill  treatment  on  the  part  of  their  officers  and 
Government. 

Experience  has  shown  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  bravery  of  the  Spanish 
soldier  when  fighting  behind  intrenchments.  As  to  their  qualities  for  fighting  in  the 
open,  we  have  had  no  opportunity  to  judge,  as  they  have  been  wholly  on  the  defen- 
sive and  far  from  aggressive  or  enterprising  in  this  campaign. 

The  Mauser  rifle  seems  an  excellent  and  rapid  weapon,  and  its  smokeless  car- 
tridge adds  to  its  special  efficiency,  whether  or  not  equal  to  our  own  or  better.  It 
is  a  magazine  rifle  and  is  loaded  with  five  cartridges  at  a  time.  These  cartridges 
are  held  iu  a  clip  and  are  detached  from  the  belt  and  placed  in  the  rifle  in  one  motion. 

The  uniform  worn  by  the  Spanish  soldier  consists  of  blouse  and  trousers  of  a  light- 
blue  drilling,  with  fine  white  vertical  stripes;  a  good,  serviceable  straw  hat,  and 
rather  light-weight  shoes.  They  seem  to  use  no  tentage,  their  protection  from  the 
weather  being  by  means  of  their  blockhouses  or  other  houses,  or  sheds  in  the  vicin- 
ity, and  by  such  covering  as  they  can  get  by  putting  up  temporary  structures  of 
palm  leaves.  Their  food,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  what  was  found  in  intrench- 
ments after  they  had  left,  consisted  mostly  of  rice  and  hard  bread  of  a  brownish 
color. 

In  the  beginning  the  Cuban  soldiers  were  largely  used  as  outposts  on  our  front  and 
flanks.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  among  officers  of  this  expedition 
concerning  the  Cuban  soldiers  and  the  aid  they  have  rendered.  They  seem  to  have 
very  little  organization  or  discipline,  and  they  do  not,  of  course,  fight  in  the  battle 
line  with  our  troops.  Yet  in  every  skirmish  or  fight  where  they  are  present  they 
seem  to  have  a  fair  proportion  of  killed  and  wounded.  They  were  of  undoubted 
assistance  in  our  first  landing,  and  in  scouting  our  front  and  flanks.  It  is  not  safe, 
however,  to  rely  upon  their  fully  performing  any  specific  duty,  according  to  our 
expectation  and  understanding,  unless  they  are  under  the  constant  supervision  and 
direction  of  one  of  our  own  officers,  as  our  methods  and  views  are  so  different,  and 
misunderstanding  or  failure  so  easy. 

Our  troops  seem  to  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum  of  protection  from  the  weather 
that  they  could  have  by  means  of  clothing  and  tentage,  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
case  they  often  suffered  a  great  deal  from  unavoidable  exposure,  both  from  the  heat 
and  tropical  rains.  Many  days  and  nights  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  bivouac 
without  putting  up  their  shelter  tents.  In  other  cases  the  ground  has  been  so  wet 
that  it  was  impossible  to  be  protected  from  it,  and  so  they  have  been  obliged  to 
remain  for  days  and  nights  together  in  their  wet  clothing.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
officers  as  of  the  men,  the  officers  in  no  case  having  greater  protection  than  the  men. 

It  is  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  give  adequate  impression  of  the  straits  and 
discomforts,  even  suffering,  to  which  individuals  were  driven,  which  may  seem 
remarkable,  as  we  were  never  beyond  a  day's  march  from  the  base  of  supplies.  In 
the  trenches  it  was  either  very  hot  on  clear  days,  with  the  sun  beating  down  upon 
them,  or  very  wet  on  rainy  days,  with  the  trenches  partly  filled  with  water.  As  a 
result,  considerable  sickness  was  to  be  expected  among  the  men,  the  trouble  being 
mostly  in  the  nature  of  fever,  not  always  malarial,  but  a  fever  that  was  quite  high 
and  lasted  from  tbiee  to  six  days. 
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We  were  told  wlien  we  entered  upon  tMs  campaign  tliat  it  was  necessary  above  all 
things  to  sleep  off  the  ground,  and  hammocks  were  recommended  to  secure  this  end. 
Some  were  seen  in  the  original  bales  on  the  transports,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  soldiers  could  have  carried  hammocks  in  addition  to  what  they  already  have  to 
carry.  Even  such  heavy  intrenching  tools  as  were  on  hand  were  felt  to  be  a  burden 
Perhaps  it  is  possible  to  make  a  hammock  that  will  at  once  furnish  shelter  and  keep 
the  soldiers  from  the  ground,  which  would  have  a  material  effect  in  preserving  the 
health  of  the  soldier  during  the  rainy  season  in  this  climate. 

That  there  shonld  be  any  suffering  or  ill  health  along  the  firing  line  for  lack  of  food, 
clothing,  modern  arms,  or  other  supplies,  may  either  appear  temporarily  necessary 
or  hardly  credited,  according  to  the  point  of  view.  Especially  during  the  days  it 
seemed  that  no  tents  and  but  little  eating  and  no  animals,  were  possible  on  the 
advance  or  fighting  lines.  The  need  of  witnesses  from  every  corps  and  bureau  of 
the  army  may  not  have  been  appreciated,  if  indeed  any  were  needed..  What  the 
army  cheerfully  endured  and  accomplished  with  its  valor  deserves  and  has  doubtless 
received  the  clearest  appreciation ;  and  protection  against  unnecessary  deprivations 
is  of  course  always  assured. 

Some  men,  notably  among  the  volunteers,  started  out  carrying  overcoats.  These 
were  left  on  the  transports  or  quickly  abandoned.  In  some  cases  even  blankets, 
blouses,  and  underclothing  were  thrown  away.  Knapsacks  were  strewn  along  the 
roadsides;  and  yet  it  is  almost  as  difficult  in  this  climate  to  keep  warm  at  night  as 
it  is  to  keep  cool  in  the  daytime,  as  there  is  hardly  a  night  when  a  covering  is  not 
needed  in  addition  to  the  usual  clothing  worn,  and  never  a  day  when  the  ususS  cloth- 
ing is  not  uncomfortably  warm. 

What  became  of  personal  property  wherever  left  will  possibly  prove  a  problem  to 
some  to  solve.  The  khaki  uniform  worn  by  many  officers  quickly  loses  its  shape 
and  dandy  color,  and  is  not  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  thorns  constantly  met 
with  beside  the  road  and  in  the  underbrush,  through  which  it  is  often  necessary  to 
pass.  Many  wear  workmen's  suits  or  the  brown  canvas  uniform  as  more  suitable  in 
this  sort  of  country,  service,  and  climate,  than  the  blue. 

It  is  perhaps  but  little  cooler,  but  it  is  cheaper  and  stands  the  wear  and  tear. 
The  blue  flannel  or  black  shirt,  campaign  hat,  brown  canvas  leggings,  shelter  tents, 
haversacks,  canteen  with  leather  strap,  meat  can,  knife,  fork,  and  spoon,  however, 
seem  to  give  fair  satisfaction.  The  knapsack  or  pack  of  whatever  nature  seems  to 
disappear,  and  all  come  down  naturally  to  plain  blanket  roll.  The  tin  cup  is  of 
proper  size  and  material,  but  is  still  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  its  being  so  unhandy 
for  the  purpose  of  boiling  coffee.  What  it  requires  is  a  bail,  in  addition  to  the  handle 
which  it  now  has,  and  nesting  qualities,  and  a  model  for  patent  has  been  seen.  This 
would  add  but  very  little  to  its  weight  and  would  make  the  cup  very  handy  for  one 
of  its  principal  uses,  i.  e.,  cooking.  If  made  to  nest  with  countersunk  top  it  would 
be  an  improvement. 

A  serious  question  that  seems  ever  to  return  for  sufficient  consideration  is,  What 
shall  be  done  with  the  soldier's  heavy  pack  when  he  goes  into  action?  Shall  he 
carry  it  with  him,  weighing  him  down  in  the  charge  and  pursuit,  or  shall  he  throw 
it  aside,  never  to  see  it  again,  perhaps?  In  the  battle  of  July  1  and  2  it  became 
in  most  cases  a  physical  necessity  to  throw  the  pack  aside.  In  some  cases  regiments 
deposited  their  packs  by  the  roadside  and  marched  some  miles  after  the  battle  to 
recover  them  again.  In  others,  packs  were  thrown  haphazard  into  the  bushes,  and 
in  many  cases  were  never  recovered  by  their  proper  owners.  Apparently  the  Cubans 
and  sick  found  some  comfort  from  the  owners'  loss. 

The  field  transportation  accompanying  this  army  was  hardly  sufficient,  or  else 
there  would  have  been  less  deprivation.  Both  pack  animals  and  packers  were  over- 
worked. It  was  some  time  before  the  wagons  could  be  unloaded  and  used.  Even 
after  that  the  roads  were  so  bad  at  times  that  supplies  had  to  be  brought  up  by  pack 
animals.  At  one  time  nearly  all  the  packers  were  sick,  and  soldiers  had  to  be  taken 
off  the  firing  lines  and  out  of  the  trenches  to  do  their  work.  As  an  indication  of  the 
strain,  little  or  no  commissary  supplies,  such  as  are  furnished  by  the  post  exchanges 
and  commissaries,  were  at  any  time  furnished  by  the  commissary  department  beyond 
Sevilla;  such  things,  for  instance,  as  pocket  combs,  toothbrushes,  shoe  strings, 
matches,  tobacco,  pipes — little  things  that  do  not  take  up  much  room  and  are  of 
very  small  weight,  but  are  of  incalculable  comfort  to  the  soldiers.  The  stories  of 
the  prices  jjaid  for  tobacco,  and  discontent  about  insufficient  coffee,  officers  without 
a  shirt  to  their  backs  and  clusters  of  them  in  ragged  and  soiled  trousers,  are  too 
numerous  to  need  more  than  a  reference. 

It  has  certainly  been  clearly  demonstrated  in  this  war  that  smokeless  powder  and 
rapid  fire  are  absolute  necessities  for  both  small  arms  and  field  guns.  Often  we 
fought  for  hours  against  an  invisible  enemy,  who  was  firing  fatally  upon  us  all  the 
time.  The  volunteers,  as  soon  as  the  Springfields  were  fired,  at  once  revealed  their 
position  and  drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  besides  hiding  the  enemy  from  their  view. 
They  found  it  difficult  to  contend  with  an  invisible  enemy  pouring  in  an  effective 
fire  from  a  position  impossible  to  determine. 
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Capron's  battery  at  El  Caney  had  an  ideal  position,  being  beyond  the  range  of  the 
infantry  fire,  and  yet  within  comparatively  easy  range  for  its  own  guns.  Although 
firing  black  powder  and  stationed  upon  a  hill  within  plain  view  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  it  never  received  a  shot  during  the  entire  day.  The  moral  effect  of  fire 
that  can  not  be  returned,  or  prevented  in  any  way,  is  sure  to  be  very  great.  The 
enemy  had  no  artillery  at  El  Caney.  In  his  intrenchments  in  front  of  Santiago  the 
enemy's  artillery  was  for  the  most  part  of  an  obsolete  type,  converted  bronze  muzzle- 
loading  rifles,  firing  studded  projectiles.  Two  modern  rapid-fire  guns  of  about  4- 
inch  caliber  were  found  lying  on  the  ground  beside  the  pillar  mounts  which  had 
been  made  ready  for  them  in  the  trenches.  There  was  plenty  of  ammunition  also. 
Apparently  these  guns  had  been  taken  from  one  of  the  war  ships,  but  too  late  to  get 
them  mounted  in  time  for  action. 

I  have  made  diligent  inquiry  among  the  troops  engaged  all  along  the  line  and 
have  been  unable  to  find  any  in  which  the  bayonet  was  fixed  in  the  charges,  either 
at  El  Caney  or  San  Juan.  The  bayonet  has  been  used  to  a  certain  extent  as  an 
intrenching  tool,  or  to  grind  coffee.  I  can  not  find  that  the  bayonet  is  even  used  as 
much  as  the  machete  is  used.  It  is  believed  that  if  the  bayonet  were  made  much 
smaller,  lighter,  and  sharper,  it  would  serve  its  present  purpose  just  as  well  or  bet- 
ter. Such  an  article  would  do  for  cannoneers  much  better  than  the  absurd  knives 
which  they  now  carry.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  dismounted  cavalry  took  part  in 
the  charges  the  same  as  the  infantry,  and  even  to  a  greater  extent,  for  the  action  of 
La  Guasima  was  carried  on  by  the  cavalry  alone,  and  they,  of  course,  carried  no 
bayonets. 

It  is  suggested  that,  where  maps  are  to  be  reproduced  for  field  purposes,  some  black 
process  is  preferable  to  the  blue,  for  the  reason  that  such  maps  can  be  filled  out 
more  readily  with  an  ordinary  lead  pencil. 

The  Spanish  blockhouse  is  ubiquitous  and  a  more  elaborate  structure  than  we  had 
been  led  to  expect.  It  has  the  air  of  an  evolution  during  a  course  of  years  for  domi- 
nating an  inimical  and  insurgent  country  at  every  high  point  and  crossroad.  It  is 
usually  placed  upon  a  commanding  position,  and  affords  a  lookout,  the  lower  part 
built  of  stones  and  earth — and  two  tiers  of  fire — and  the  upper  part  of  wood,  the  top 
of  the  parapet  being  the  top  of  the  stone  wall,  so  that  up  to  the  height  of  the  breast 
there  is  complete  protection  against  small-arms  fire.  Around  the  blockhouses  and 
connected  with  it  by  intrenchments  are  sometimes  several  successive  lines  of  field 
intrenchments.  These  intrenchments  are  very  narrow  i  n  profile,  and  instead  of  earth 
being  thrown  to  the  front  it  is  more  often  thrown  to  the  rear  or  to  one  side,  so  that 
the  protection  in  front  of  the  trench  is  natural  solid  earth.  The  soil  is  of  such  a 
nature  that  it  will  stand  almost  vertical  in  its  natural  condition,  so  that  the  slope  of 
the  trench  is  very  slight.  Such  a  trench  as  this  is  extremely  difficult  to  injure,  even 
in  artillery  fire,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  reach  men  in  the  intrenchments,  as 
they  are  thoroughly  protected,  even  from  artillery  fire,  by  crouching. 

The  trenches  are  usually  very  short,  so  that  there  is  not  much  chance  of  bringing 
an  enfilading  fire  upon  them.  In  fact,  nearly  all  the  trenches  we  have  met  with  have 
been  in  the  nature  of  permanent  or  semipermanent  works.  Barbed  wire  has  been 
used  very  freely  in  front  of  the  intrenchments,  and  rather  near  to  them;  that 
near  Santiago  being  interlaced  on  four  or  six  rows  of  stakes  in  quincunx  order. 
In  fact,  barbed- wire  fences  are  about  the  only  kind  that  are  seen  in  this  country, 
and  every  company  should  carry  with  it  wire  cutters.  It  is  suggested  that  one 
wire  cutter  be  furnished  to  each  section,  to  be  carried,  preferably,  by  the  chief  of 
section  himself.  The  concentration  of  the  fire  and  its  effects,  rather  than  the  gar- 
rison, was  shrewdly  managed. 

Another  matter  that  should  be  considered  is  that  of  distribution  of  mail  to  the 
Army.  I  suppose  there  might  be  a  question  as  to  whether  receiving  mail  from  home 
would  make  the  soldier  more  contented  or  more  discontented  with  his  lot.  But  abroad 
it  is  considered  the  right  thing  to  facilitate  the  distribution  of  mail  to  the  troops 
and  to  keep  up  their  connection  with  home.  In  this  campaign  the  distribution  of 
mail  has  been  in  hopeless  confusion,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  no  encouragement 
given  to  facilitate  the  operations  by  which  letters  or  papers  could  reach  the  individ- 
uals to  whom  addressed.  It  is  believed  that  this  could  be  remedied  with  compara- 
tively little  trouble,  and  that  the  failure  to  distribute  mail  results  in  a  needless 
deprivation  to  the  soldier. 

It  is  understood  that  foreign  military  attaches  allowed  to  accompany  an  army  in  the 
field  are  to  a  certain  extent  guests  of  our  Government.  If  that  is  so,  it  would  seem 
that  where  there  are  a  number  of  them  together  some  officer  should  be  detailed  to 
accompany  them,  and  to  look  out  for  their  mess,  their  mounts,  tentage,  etc.,  and 
that  they  should  not  be  left  to  shift  for  themselves. 

In  this  campaign  we  have  found  the  country,  as  we  had  expected,  in  an  absolutely 
desolate  condition.  The  ruins  of  once  prosperous  plantations  are  met  with  on  every 
hand,  but  only  in  the  villages  very  close  to  the  city  of  Santiago  were  there  any 
inhabitants  whatever. 
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The  Ducrot  House,  about  1  mile  from  El  Caney  and  2  miles  ftom  Santiago,  appeared 
all  the  more  prominent  on  account  of  the  almost  universal  destruction  of  the  luxu- 
rious homes  which  had  formerly  surrounded  it,  as  was  shown  by  the  numerous  ruins 
throughout  our  entire  march.  There  are  certain  nutritious  fruits  that  grow  wild 
and  upon  which  a  great  proportion  of  the  remaining  population  of  Cuba  has  sub- 
sisted. The  principal  of  these  fruits  is  the  mango,  which  grows  in  great  profusion 
in  this  portion  of  the  country.  The  bamboo  tree  has  been  found  very  useful  for 
making  tent  poles,  or  temporary  shelter  of  one  kind  or  another,  and  the  larger  stalks 
for  carrying  and  holding  water. 

A  balloon  was  sent  down  with  this  army,  but  its  principal  value  was  not  demon- 
strated. This  is  a  difficult  country  to  see  moving  troops,  or  anything  of  that  sort, 
even  from  a  balloon,  on  account  of  the  thickly  wooded  nature  of  the  country.  On 
the  1st  of  July  the  balloon  accompanied  a  marching  column,  and  drew  much  of  the 
fire  from  the  Spanish  position,  and  some  casualties  probably  resulted  from  this  fire 
among  the  troops  coming  along  the  same  line  as  the  balloon. 

The  value  of  submarine  mines  in  connection  with  shore  guns  as  a  coast  defense 
seems  very  clearly  illustrated  at  Santiago.  The  proposition  seemed  to  be  about  th  is : 
The  entrance  to  Santiago  Bay  is  quite  narrow.  There  were  submarine  mines  known 
to  have  been  planted  in  this  entrance.  Our  Navy  could  silence  the  fire  of  the  forts, 
but  could  not  keep  down  infantry  fire  long  enough  to  go  in  and  take  up  these  mines 
from  open  boats ;  therefore  they  were  unable  to  enter  the  harbor  and  take  the  fleet 
in.  The  Army  was  asked  to  come  down  and  capture  the  forts  bordering  on  the 
shores  of  the  harbor,  so  that  the  Navy  could  then  go  in,  take  up  the  mines,  and  enter 
the  harbor  with  the  fleet.  We  may  learn  from  this,  in  relation  to  the  defenses  of  oui 
own  coast,  that,  where  we  have  submarine  mines  well  protected  by  guns  on  shore, 
we  may,  as  a  rule,  consider  the  channels  thus  defended  as  safe  from  purely  naval 
attack.  And  again,  if  we  would  be  absolutely  safe  from  attack  by  sea,  we  must  see 
to  it  that  our  fortifications  are  safe  against  a  land  attack  also. 

The  old  Springfield  seemed  a  begrimed  and  suicidal  blunderbuss  upon  the  battle- 
field. Of  course  it  can  still  administer  death  to  enemies  like  the  obsolete  cannon  in 
the  enemy's  trenches  did  to  us  as  a  pitiful  makeshift. 

Among  the  telling  features  frequently  remarked  upon  by  those  present  were  the 
conspicuous  gallantry  of  the  gray-haired  officers  (General  Hawkins  at  San  Juan  and 
Captain  Haskell  at  the  Caney  blockhouse)  when  they  led  their  commands  to  the 
final  assaults,  and  the  courage  and  conduct  of  the  colored  troops  and  First  United 
States  Volunteers  seemed  always  up  to  the  best.  The  admiration  certain  other 
organizations  also  elicited  irom  their  comrades  was  noticeable  where  all  were  such 
good  soldiers. 

The  three  officers  assigned  to  my  staff  for  this  expedition  were  Captains  Alger  and 
Rhodes  and  Lieutenant  Foote,  and  each  was  required  to  make  full  notes  of  what 
he  saw.  On  July  1  Captain  Alger  was  with  the  demonstration  at  Aguadores  on 
the  left.  Captain  Rhodes  at  the  center  and  right,  and  Lieutenant  Foote  with  me, 
accompanying  General  Lawton's  division.  Their  admirable  personal  and  official 
conduct  during  the  battle  has  already  been  referred  to  in  a  telegram  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  special  attention  is  again  invited  to  their  admirable  record  and  soldierly 
qualities.  Attentiou  is  also  respectfully  invited  to  the  faithful  and  intelligent  serv- 
ices of  the  clerks  and  messengers  accompanying  this  tour— Messrs.  Dickens,  Parker, 
and  Pratchett  to  the  campaign  in  Cuba  up  to  date,  and  Messrs.  Kent  and  Bunne- 
meyer  as  far  as  Port  Tampa,  Fla.  The  work  and  results  show  the  benefit  of  their 
labors. 

There  appeared  to  be  some  difference  in  the  eifectivenees  of  the  organization  and 
knowledge  of  the  different  branches  of  duty  when  the  expedition  began,  and  after- 
wards when  it  was  completed,  but  it  may  have  little  or  no  utility  in  other  expedi- 
tions. 

The  earnestness  and  skill  is  doubtless  recognized  with  which  all  that  pertained 
to  this  expedition  was  driven  and  done,  regardless  of  the  cost  of  health  or  life  and  of 
financial  loss  and  with  mental  and  physical  strain  to  the  utmost  upon  every  individ- 
ual, especially  those  in  the  trenches.  General  Shafter  seemed  to  perform  six  men's 
work,  and  organizations  displayed  a  coherence  and  power  that  won  universal  admi- 
ration and  made  every  call  upon  the  forces  fully  met,  from  squad  and  company  leader 
up,  under  circumstances  illustrated  by  the  successive  loss  of  four  brigade  commanders 
within  a  half  hour. 

If  any  recognition  is  to  be  fairly  given  to  staff  work  of  such  a  famous  military  ex- 
pedition attention  is  perhaps  doubly  due  the  supreme  labors  of  Col.  C.  F.  Humphrey 
and  Col.  J.  F.  Weston,  who  did  more  work  and  endured  more  than  many  men  are 
capable  of,  and  they  are  working  at  a  financial  loss,  since  their  commutation  of  quar- 
ters is  stopped.  And  Lieut.-Col.  G.  MoC.  Derby,  of  the  Engineers,  and  some  of  the 
medical  officers  have  labored  in  their  line  with  unending  energy  and  under  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  rivaling  past  records  of  their  corps.  What  man  could  do,  these 
men  have  done.  If  more  men  of  the  permanent  staff  corps,  both  these  now  repre- 
ented  and  others,  can  by  any  means  be  spared  for  work  immediately  with  the  fight- 
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ing  line,  possibly  some  of  the  discomforts  and  deficiencies  now  endured  there  will 
not  be  repeated.  And  may  it  not  be  submitted  under  the  changed  conditions  (since 
for  the  present  contest  the  control  of  the  sea  is  ours)  that  the  foot  artillery,  and  per- 
haps some  other  regulars,  can  possibly  be  given  a  due  and  needed  experience  in 
aggressive  warfare  and  form  another  division,  as  effective  as  the  dismounted  cav- 
alry with  General  Shafter's  force. 

Mobility  is  the  first  essential  of  an  army;  and  it  may  work  permanent  injury  to 
have  any  large  part  of  the  regular  establishment  unpracticed  now  in  embarkation 
and  debarkation  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  The  volunteers  are  learning  much 
wherever  they  are  encamped,  but  the  regulars  can  acquire  little  or  nothing  of  value 
from  this  war  save  in  the  actual  presence  of  the  enemy.  It  is  hoped  that  the  most 
of  them  will  get  there.  And  it  is  a  glory  and  safety  to  the  American  Republic  that 
this  is  the  first  desire  of  the  heart  of  its  young  men  of  this  generation,  whether 
organized  in  the  regular  or  volunteer,  the  permanent  or  temporary  part  of  our 
armed  force.  The  complete  annihilation  of  all  opposing  force  successively  as  accom- 
plished by  both  the  Army  and  Navy  tends  to  shorten  and  severely  limit  the  experience 
in  this  war. 

Among  the  general  oflcers  whose  names  I  have  not  seen  among  those  promoted, 
who  participated  in  this  engagement,  may  I  be  permitted  to  mention  General  Sum 
ner,  who  commanded  the  division  of  dismounted  cavalry  on  July  1,  and  General 
Ludlow,  who  was  in  command  of  one  of  the  brigades  of  General  Lawton's  division. 
Their  gallantry  and  conduct  in  battle  seem  to  deserve  recognition.  The  soldierly 
action  of  such  volnnteers  as  Colonel  Wagner,  Captain  Alger,  and  Captain  Anderson, 
who  were  permitted  to  serve  in  the  front  and  render  such  service  as  only  resolute 
andzealous  and  accomplished  officers  can  perform,  also  deserves  to  be  specially  noted. 

If  consonant  with  our  national  policy  it  may  be  easy  to  establish  a  dominating 
tie  among  the  leading  spirits  of  the  island  population,  and  aid  if  not  furnish  a 
career  for  some  of  the  present  transition  state  of  things,  if  places  were  open  to 
them  in  the  army,  either  regular  or  volunteers. 

Always,  throughout  his  career,  good  judges  seem  to  have  recognized  that  in  every 
exigency  of  campaign  and  battle  Lawton  was  capable  of  adequately  performing  more 
than  was  ever  assigned  to  him,  though  some  of  the  severest  military  tasks  and  duties 
have  been  performed  by  him.  This  judgment  still  stands  well  established,  though 
the  command  of  a  division  of  regulars  and  the  front  and  swinging  right  wing  of  an 
invading  and  assaulting  army  had  been  intrusted  confidently  to  his  command.  The 
reserve  force  and  quiet  self-control  with  which  every  step  in  action  was  conducted 
equaled  his  proverbial  energy,  endurance,  courage,  and  tenacity.  And  it  is  believed 
his  immediate  commander  (General  Shafter),  whose  force  and  energy  are  also  phe- 
nomenal, appreciates  the  soldierly  qualities  of  his  loyal  subordinate  fully,  as  on  his 
recommendation  promotion  has  been  given  for  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle ;  but  as 
an  eyewitness  this  testimony  to  well-proven  military  merit  may  be  also  permitted 
to  the  Inspector-General  of  the  Army. 

Of  course  his  immediate  superiors,  both  in  advance  of  and  since  the  Santiago 
expedition,  have  carefully  determined  the  military  and  personal  qualities  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  this  expedition;  bub  if  permitted  me,  it  seems  due  that  I  shall 
bear  willing  testimony  to  the  remarkable  energy,  decision,  and  self-reliance  which 
characterized  General  Shafter's  course  during  this  distinguished  military  adventure 
throughout  its  arduous  course  to  its  most  honorable  conclusion.  At  every  stage  of 
this  proceeding  General  Shafter  was  the  dominant  spirit  at  the  scene  of  action. 

Oppressed  by  sickness  and  overweighted  with  responsibilities  and  care  he  carried 
the  fate  of  his  army  to  a  successful  and  glorious  issue.  And  any  precedent  is  rare 
where  amidst  such  natural  obstacles  and  dangers  and  limited  means  and  opposing 
defenses  a  more  numerous,  well  disciplined,  and  gallant  force  capitulated  to  invaders 
who  had  upon  their  fighting  line  a  smaller  force  than  that  surrendered.  The  glory 
of  this  belongs  to  General  Shafter  and  his  army  and  the  Administration  sustaining 
it.  And  whatever  influence  was  felt  from  this  army  toward  the  driving  out  and 
destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  may  also  go  to  its  credit. 

How  earnestly  I  have  been  impelled  to  seek  service  in  face  of  this  enemy  of  my 
country,  regardless  of  all  lesser  considerations,  is  of  course  appreciated  by  my  supe- 
riors. Up  to  the  limit  of  my  powers  I  crave  to  render  such  service  as  may  be  possi- 
ble. Perhaps  I  should  justly  recognize  that  all  others,  with  proper  soldierly 
instinct,  ardently  press  to  the  front  also  and  may  deserve  higher  consideration. 
But  permit  me  at  this  close  of  my  long  duty  as  Inspector-General  of  the  Army  to 
solicit  such  active  service,  and  if  possible  command  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  as  the 
kindly  consideration  of  ray  superiors  and  their  regard  for  others  and  the  needs  of 
the  public  service  may  be  able  to  accord. 

Respectfully  submitted,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  from  the  Adjutant- 
General's  Office  of  May  17,  1898. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  C.  Brkckineidgb, 

Major-6eneral  Volunteers,  Inspector- General  U.  S.  A. 
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Appendix  C. 

eeport  of  tour  of  duty  by  maj.  gen.  j.  c.  breckinridge,  u.  s. 
volunteers,  as  commander  of  the  separate  army  in  the 
field,  with  headquarters  at  camp  george  h.  thomas;  and  as 
commander  of  the  first  army  corps  within  the  united  states, 
with  headquarters  at  lexington,  ky. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  following  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  contained 
in  letter  of  the  Adjutant-General  of  July  31,  1898,  I  left  Washington  with  my  per- 
sonal aids  on  August  1,  reaching  Chattanooga  on  August  2: 

War  Department,  Adjdtakt-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  SI,  1898. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  repair  to  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia, 
accompanied  by  your  aids,  Capt.  J.  T.  Dickman,  Eighth  Cavalry,  First  Lieut.  S.  M. 
Foote,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  Second  Lieut.  Desha  Breckinridge,  Third  U.  S.  Volunteer 
Engineers,  and  relieve  Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Wade,  U.  S,  Volunteers,  of  the  command  of 
all  the  troops  at  Camp  Thomas,  Ga. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation  for 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  as  extra  baggage. 

The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  CoRBiN,  Adjutant-General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Breckinridge,  U.  S.  V., 

Washington,  D.  C. 

The  troops  at  Camp  Thomas  consisted  of  the  Second  and  Third  divisions  of  the 
First  Army  Corps  and  the  First  and  Second  divisions  of  the  Third  Army  Corps,  with 
several  brigades  of  both  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  troops  at  this  camp  had  been 
under  the  command  of  the  commander  of  the  First  Corps  until  he  was  ordered  to 
Cuba,  late  in  July,  he  taking  with  him  the  First  Division,  the  staff  of  the  First 
Corps,  and  also  the  records  of  that  corps.  The  commander  of  the  Third  Corps  then 
became  commander  of  the  camp.  He  had  already  left  the  camp  before  I  arrived,  and 
had  taken  with  him  a  part  of  the  corps  staflF,  and  upon  inquiry  by  one  of  my  aids- 
de-camp,  it  was  learned  that  most  of  the  others  there  expected  to  follow,  so  that  on 
my  arrival  I  found  at  the  headquarters  of  this  army  only  a  portion  of  the  Third 
Corps  staff  and  some  depot  officers  and  clerks  to  do  the  staff  work  of  the  array,  and 
most  of  them  preparing  for  departure.  Other  staff  officers  were  ultimately  ordered 
to  duty  there,  and  those  remaining  from  the  Third  were  transferred  to  the  First 
Corps,  though  the  staff  was  hardly  ever  complete  and  the  work  was  excessive  upon 
some  of  the  officers. 

On  first  arriving  Captain  Foraker  was  found  particularly  zealous  and  efficient. 
When  he  left,  my  aid-de-camp.  Captain  Dickman,  assumed  the  duties  of  adjutant- 
general  until  his  health  succumbed  to  the  effects  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  campaign, 
as  had  that  of  my  other  aids-de-camp,  and  my  son,  who  was  on  General  Lawton's  staff. 
The  efficiency  of  these  and  the  other  excellent  staff  officers  when  the  work  began  in 
earnest,  especially  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baldwin,  not  only  as  inspector-general,  but 
in  a  multiplicity  of  duties,  of  Major  Foote,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wheeler,  in  an  almost 
phenomenal  movement  of  troops,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoft',  ColonelLee,  Colonel  Cecil, 
Lieutenant  Breckinridge,  Third  Volunteer  Engineers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Parker  j.nd 
Major  Edie,  sanitary  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whipple,  provost  marshal.  Lieu- 
tenant Arrasmith  as  commissary  of  subsistence,  Colonel  Kress,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hull,  Captain  Logan,  and  each  of  the  others  in  their  respective  duties,  deserves 
definite  mention  and  substantial  recognition. 

Sickness  was  on  the  increase,  and  while  the  troops  had  been  up  to  this  time  in 
constant  expectation  of  an  active  campaiajn  in  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico,  the  war  soon  took 
such  a  turn  that  they  were  no  longer  in  expectation  of  foreign  service.  It  seemed  to 
me  desirable,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  to  give  them  work  and  duties  that  would 
divert  their  minds,  and  therefore  reviews  of  the  entire  army  were  carried  out  most 
satisfactorily.  Field  sports  were  inaugurated,  not  only  in  each  regiment,  but  a  field 
day  was  appointed  for  all  the  troops  at  the  camp,  and  was  participated  in  by  repre- 
sentatives of  many  of  the  regiments,  and  was  witnessed  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
men  at  the  camp.  Battle  maneuvers  were  also  held,  one  division  being  arrayed 
against  another  and  occupying  ground  that  had  been  occupied  by  the  opposing  forces 
in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  during  the  civil  war.  Practice  marches  were  also 
directed,  and  several  regiments  made  short  practice  marches  before  the  orders  came 
for  breaking  uj)  camp.  A  sanitary  board  of  general  officers  was  ordered  to  consider 
existing  conditions  and  a  board  of  staff'  officers  to  determine  the  best  means  to  meet 
them,  and  a  combined  inspection  of  the  entire  camp  was  instituted  to  reach  every 
individual.  Additional  details  of  100  men  from  each  division  and  another  hundred 
from  the  entire  command  were  directed  to  aid  the  special  effort  to  conform  to  hygienic 
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laws,  and  $1,500  was  asked  from  the  War  Department,  and,  by  its  direction,  turned 
over  to  General  Boynton  to  hire  civilian  laborers  for  this  purpose.  Neither  the  coq- 
ditiou  found  here,  which  appears  to  have  been  somewhat  general  with  the  large 
camps,  nor  the  intense  effort  to  correct  it,  needs  fuller  preseutation  now,  as  it  has 
become  a  matter  of  general  investigatiou  beyond  that  command. 

After  the  signing  of  the  peace  protocol  matters  grew  much  worse  with  regard  to 
the  despondent  condition  of  the  men,  the  increase  in  the  sick  list,  and  the  desire  of 
the  men  to  leave  the  service ;  in  fact,  a  homesick  sort  of  feeling  and  rather  question- 
ing, restless  spirit  seemed  to  develop  very  rapidly  about  this  time.  The  condition 
of  the  troops  became  one  that  is  most  aptly  expressed  by  a  term  often  used  by  Colonel 
Hoff,  the  chief  medical  officer  of  the  army  at  Camp  Thomas,  as  that  of  "morbid," 
and  the  best  way  to  handle  the  case  under  all  the  circumstances  seemed  to  be  to 
break  up  the  camp  entirely  and  send  the  troops  to  other  points.  Shortly  after  the 
signing  of  the  protocol  orders  came  for  sending  some  of  the  regiments  home  to  be 
mustered  out.  Those  not  so  ordered  became  more  discontented  than  ever,  and  began 
to  importune  their  people  at  home  and  elsewhere,  by  private  letters  and  by  letters 
written  to  the  press,  to  get  their  regiments  mustered  out  also.  The  maintenance  of 
proper  discipline,  health,  instruction,  and  interest  during  such  a  transition  state 
demanded  some  special  effort,  and  as  an  aid  toward  this  a  review  of  the  command 
by  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  was  suggested,  and  the  addition  of  a  regiment 
of  regulars  to  each  division,  as  an  example  of  contented  imd  experienced  discipline 
and  a  demonstration  of  the  interest  felt  by  the  highest  authority  in  the  welfare  and 
efficiency  of  the  command.  The  telegraphic  invitation,  and  responses  (which  were 
published  to  the  command),  are  as  follows: 

Headquarters  Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Ga., 
The  Pkbsidbnt,  August  10,  1898. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C: 
May  I  not  ask  you  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  40,000  men  of  this  command  to 
visit  it  while  it  is  still  intact?  There  is  much  to  be  said  showing  how  beneficial  and 
needed  such  a  visit  is;  but  yon  will  appreciate  better  than  I  can  tell  the  disappoint- 
ment and  consequent  depression  many  men  must  feel,  especially  the  sick,  when  they 
joined  together  for  a  purpose  and  have  done  so  much  to  show  their  readiness  and 
worthiness  to  serve  their  country  in  the  field,  but  find  themselves  leaving  the  mili- 
tary service  without  a  battle  or  campaign. 

AU  who  see  them  must  recognize  their  merit,  and  personal  interest  must  encourage 
all,  if  yon  can  find  time  to  review  this  command. 

Breckinridge, 
Major-Gen eral.  United  States  Volunteers. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Major-General  Breckinridge,  Washington,  D.  C,  August  11,  1898. 

Chiohamauga  Park,  Ga. . 
Replying  to  your  invitation,  I  beg  to  say  that  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to 
show  by  a  personal  visit  to  Chickamauga  Park  my  high  regard  for  the  40,000  troops 
of  your  command  who  so  patriotically  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers  and  who 
have  been  for  upward  of  two  months  making  ready  for  any  service  and  sacrifice  the 
country  might  require.  My  duties,  however,  will  not  admit  of  absence  from  Wash- 
ington at  this  time.  The  highest  tribute  that  can  be  paid  to  the  soldier  is  to  say 
that  he  performed  his  full  duty.  The  field  of  duty  is  determined  by  his  Government, 
and  wherever  that  chances  to  be  is  the  place  of  honor.  All  have  helped  in  the  great 
cause,  whether  in  camp  or  battle,  and  when  peace  comes  all  will  be  alike  entitled 
to  the  national  gratitude. 

William  McKinlbt. 


Major-General  Breckinridge,  Washington,  D.  C,  August  11,  1898. 

Camp  Thomas,  Ga. : 
It  would  be  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  able  to  review  your  mag- 
nificent command,  but  my  duties  here  will  not  permit  me  to  leave  Washington  at 
this  time.  . 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 

The  cavalry  and  artillery  were  mustered  ont.  The  Third  Corps  was  ordered  to 
Anniston,  Ala.,  the  Second  Division  of  the  First  Corps  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  the 
Third  Division  of  the  First  Corps  to  Lexington,  Ky. ;  but  by  the  time  that  the  Third 
Corps  was  fully  under  way  for  Anniston,  it  had  melted  away  to  a  very  few  regiments, 
the  rest  having  been  ordered  home  to  be  mustered  out.  The  movement  of  the  troops 
to  these  various  points  began  on  the  20th  of  August  and  kept  up  steadily  until  the 
last  regiment  to  leave  got  away  on  the  13th  of  September.  During  this  time  25,000 
men  had  been  moved  within  one  week's  time,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Wheeler, 
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and  it  is  believed  furnished  a  model  of  quiet,  expeditious,  comfortable  handling  of 
troops  by  rail. 

The  troops  having  gone,  I  left  Camp  Thomas  on  the  14th  of  September,  in  the  even- 
ing, and  went  to  Knoxville,  reaching  there  early  the  next  morning.  During  the  day 
I  reviewed  and  inspected  the  Second  Division  of  the  First  Corps,  using  the  members 
of  my  staff  to  make  special  inspections  of  the  departments  to  which  they  belonged. 
I  left  Knoxville  that  night,  arriving  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  the  next  day,  the  16th  of 
September,  and  established  my  camp  about  3  miles  from  the  city  and  immediately 
beside  the  camp  of  the  Third  Division,  First  Corps,  which  had  already  been  estab- 
lished. 

About  3  miles  from  Lexington,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  city  from  my  headquar- 
ters, was  encamped  a  brigade  consisting  of  the  Seventh  and  Tenth  Colored  Immunes, 
under  the  command  of  the  senior  colonel;  and  the  engineer  regiment  was  not 
brigaded,  but  was  held  for  instruction  in  its  own  specialty,  in  which  it  found  special 
opportunities  for  practice  and  made  rapid  progress  in  all  soldierly  instruction  and 
efficiency  under  its  admirable  colonel  and  his  subordinate  officers.  The  troops  here 
were  in  better  spirits,  and  gradually  became  in  better  health  than  they  were  at 
Chickamauga.  I  pursued  the  same  course  with  them  that  I  had  with  the  troops  at 
Chickamauga — of  getting  them  together  in  large  bodies  for  reviews  and  suggesting 
for  some  of  them  target  practice  and  practice  marches.  The  ground  here,  being 
thickly  settled  and  expensive,  did  not  offer  facilities  for  battle  maneuvers,  which  was 
one  of  the  chief  advantages  of  having  an  encampment  on  ample  grounds  owned  by 
the  United  States,  such  as  that  at  Chickamauga,  and  without  which  it  is  impracti- 
cable to  create  soldiers  well  practiced  and  eflficient  in  the  proper  work  of  a  massed 
and  mobilized  army.  Congress  should  appropriate  the  small  fund  needed  for  this 
important  purpose. 

On  the  20th  of  September  the  Secretary  of  War  visited  the  camps  at  Lexington, 
held  a  review,  and  made  an  inspection  of  the  troops.  ■ ' 

On  October  20  Maj.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  U.  S.  V.,  reported  under  orders  assign- 
ing him  to  command  of  the  reorganized  First  Corps,  and  I  turned  over  my  command 
to  him  with  due  formality  in  compliance  with  the  following  telegraphic  instructions : 

Washington,  D.  C,  Ocioier  18, 1898. 
General  Breckinridge,  Lexington,  Ky.: 

Under  General  Orders  166,  Major-General  Wilson  starts  this  day  for  Lexington, 
Ky.  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  upon  his  arrival  you  turn  over  command  of 
that  corps  to  General  Wilson  and  proceed  to  this  city  and  resume  your  duties  as 
Inspector-General  of  the  Army. 

Acknowledge.  Schwan,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Before  turning  over  my  command  to  General  Wilson  the  following  farewell  order 
was  issued  to  the  troops : 

General  Orders  )  Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

>  Within  the  United  States, 

No.  9.  )  Lexington,  Ky.,  Oetoier  18, 1898. 

After  returning  from  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  undersigned,  on  August  2,  assumed 
command  of  the  separate  army  at  Chickamauga,  composed  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  of  the  First  Corps,  and  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  Third  Corps, 
and  the  independent  cavalry  and  artillery  brigades. 

All  were  then  in  high  hope  of  soon  proceeding  to  the  prospective  contest  around 
Havana  Those  days  already  seera  remote,  but  even  in  their  disappointment  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten  by  the  young  men  who  placed  their  names  among  those  who 
joined  the  country's  flag  to  help  defend  the  principles  it  represents  before  the  peoples 
of  the  world. 

The  excellence  displayed  in  soldierly  exercises  in  masses  and  in  the  minor  organi- 
zations and  duties,  and  in  the  tests  of  individual  fitness  for  the  battle  front,  was  a 
surprise  and  delight  to  all,  especially  to  experienced  soldiers.  Even  the  foreigners 
present  commented  favorably  upon  it. 

But  the  health  of  the  command  was  already  threatened,  and  the  fevered  sick  were 
numbered  by  the  thousand.  The  peace  protocol  was  soon  signed.  Furloughs  were 
granted  with  both  hands.  Organizations  we»e  mustered  out,  including  all  the  cav- 
alry andaitillery.  The  corps  and  divisions  were  scattered.  And  now,  with  reestab- 
lished health,  reorganization  has  begun.  Comrades  have  departed,  not  only  to  their 
homes,  but  to  that  bourne  from  which  no  traveler  returns.  The  rank  and  duty 
assigned  for  this  war  has  been  recalled;  and  with  kindness  and  comradery  for  all, 
the  undersigned  relinquishes  his  last  command,  thanking  each  regiment  and  indi- 
viduarfor  the  hearty  kindness  shown  and  for  the  admirable  qualities  displayed,  and 
never  forgetting  the  soldierly  duties  we  have  shared  together  during  this  Spanish 
war ;  and  especially  wishing  every  comrade  all  success,  and  saying  at  last  farewell. 

J.  C.  Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 
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The  amount  and  nature  of  the  sickness  of  our  troops  in,  the  large  camps  have  been 
the  subject  of  every  kind  of  criticism,  both  in  private  communications  and  in  oificial 
communications,  as  well  as  the  public  press.  Some  of  this  criticism  came  from  the 
inexperienced,  discontented,  and  homesick  men  in  the  various  regiments  who  missed 
the  excitement  and  rewards  of  battle  and  the  more  desperate  hardships  of  campaigns. 
That  it  was  exaggerated,  and  some  of  it  without  any  foundation  whatever,  must  be 
confessed.  But  it  may  be  just  and  wise  if  some  day  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  will  take  such  thought  and  action  as  will  insure  in  the  earlier  stages  of  war  that 
adequate  care  of  its  sick  soldiers  shall  be,  as  it  should  be,  promptly  and  not  tardily 
given.  We  can  not  afford  to  lag  behind  the  other  civilized  nations  of  the  world  in 
the  progress  made  in  a  matter  so  important  to  the  defenders  of  the  nation.  For 
instance,  at  the  beginning  of  the  large  encampment  at  Camp  Thomas,  it  was  declared 
by  competent  medical  officials  that  we  should  have  a  permaneot  hospital  near  the 
camp,  to  take  charge  of  the  more  serious  eases  of  sickness  that  might  arise.  Such 
a  hospital  was  obtained  by  the  Government  only  through  the  generosity  of  private 
persons  in  donating  the  building  which  became  the  Loiter  Hospital. 

Later  on  our  soldiers  were  hardly  less  conspicuously  the  objects  of  private  char- 
ity— g'fts  of  food,  delicacies,  ice,  milk,  money,  of  hospital  clothing,  such  as  pajamas, 
etc.,  being  donated  by  private  parties,  societies,  etc.  This  was  nobly  patriotic  if 
the  Government  needs  to  rely  upon  charity  or  private  donations  of  any  description. 
The  need  of  such  things  may  have  been  intense  at  times,  as  perhaps  Col.  J,  J.  Astor 
can  testify  as  to  the  typhoid  case  hardly  received  during  our  inspection  about  May 
at  thehospital  of  the  First  Division  of  the  First  Corps.  Latterly  the  visits  of  organ- 
izations most  laudable  in  themselves,  and  intended  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  men 
from  the  various  States,  nevertheless  may  have  sometimes  resulted  in  making  those 
left  behind  still  more  depressed  and  perhaps  increased  the  general  morbidity  of  the 
remaining  troops. 

And  here  arises  another  matter.  Does  it  not  seem  absolutely  wrong  in  principle 
for  men  to  be  required  to  perform  side  by  side,  the  very  same  duties,  from  day  to 
day,  under  an  oath  of  allegiance  and  muster  into  service  of  the  same  Government, 
and  some  of  them  to  receive  much  higher  pay  than  the  others  for  the  very  same 
services?  Can  it  be  desired  that  after  months  of  service,  nominally  under  the 
national  flag,  volunteers  from  the  various  States  should  remain  almost  as  they  were 
in  the  beginning — State  troops  ? 

The  colored  regiments  of  immunes,  so  called,  raised  for  this  war,  have  turned  out, 
so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  their  camp  life  {as  none  of  them  have  been  in  any  actual 
campaign)  very  satisfactory.  The  regular  colored  regiments  won  golden  opinions  in 
battle.  The  experiment  of  having  so  many  colored  officers  has  not  yet  shown  its 
full  results.  Certainly  we  should  have  the  best  obtainable  officers  for  our  volun- 
teers, and  therefore  some  such  men  as  Colonel  Young,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  whether  white  or  black,  must  be  sought  for. 

The  tests  of  battle  and  campaign,  both  individually  and  en  masse,  for  an  improvised 
army,  are  early  needed  or  may  be  almost  too  soon  received  under  the  demands  of  the 
enemy ;  therefore  two  things — target  practice  and  practice  marches  of  ten  days  or  so 
in  length — are  those  most  needed  by  volunteer  troops,  after  they  have  been  a  suffi- 
cient time  in  the  service,  and  yet  these  appear  specially  difficult  things  to  have  taken 
up ;  though  when  attempted  those  regiments  that  did  go  out  had  lower  sick  reports 
on  the  march  than  they  did  in  camp ;  the  men  felt  that  they  were  doing  something, 
they  were  learning  something,  and  it  was  an  agreeable  change  from  their  camp  life. 
And  yet  it  is  said  men  have  been  placed  and  killed  in  battle  who  never  before  had 
pulled  a  trigger.     It  sounds  like  the  slaughter  of  innocents. 

A  matter  that  ought  to  be  more  carefully  regulated,  in  fact  governed  by  stringent 
regulations  from  the  War  Department,  is  the  regimental  canteen.  The  canteen  or 
post  exchange  in  the  Regular  Army  has  become  a  very  important  and  well-regulated 
institution  of  definite  benefit  to  the  troops,  so  long  as  the  Subsistence  Department 
does  not  sell  on  credit,  as  authorized  by  law.  But  amoiig  the  volunteers  the  com- 
mercial instinct  is  occasionally  so  strong  that  the  idea  of  the  canteen  is  sometimes 
to  make  as  much  money  as  possible,  and  it  may  require  special  watchfulness  to 
insure  that  the  profits  of  the  canteen  shall  go  for  the  benefit  of  the  enlisted  men. 
There  have  been  a  few  so-called  "dry"  canteens,  where  beer  is  not  allowed  to  be 
sold,  and  they  no  doubt  have  been  better  run  and  better  regulated  than  the  others. 
I  would  recommend  that  stringent  and  complete  rules,  regulating  the  establishment 
and  conduct  of  regimental  canteens  in  the  Volunteer  Army,  be  issued  from  the  War 
Department ;  if  too  late  for  use  in  this  war,  at  least,  this  should  be  done  for  the 
guidance  of  the  volunteers  we  may  have  to  raise  in  the  future. 

The  Commissary  Department  has  conducted  its  business,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  observe,  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  in  this  war,  except  as  to  the  matter  of 
furnishing  some  special  and  miscellaneous  articles  that  would  have  been  of  great 
benefit  to  the  troops,  and  which  could  have  been  furnished  just  as  well  as  not.  For 
instance,  one  of  the  great  troubles  always  will  be,  where  large  bodies  of  men  are 
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brought  together  in  camps,  to  obtain  good  drinking  water.  The  ginger  pop  and 
soda  pop,  etc.,  that  have  been  sold  at  some  of  the  canteens,  has,  as  a  rule,  been  of  a 
very  inferior  quality,  and  surgeons  have  told  me  that  they  consider  them  of  a  very 
injurious  quality;  but  can  not  the  commissary  buy  a  good  article  and  furnish  it  in 
receptacles  best  suited  for  transportation,  and,  getting  it  in  large  quantities,  sell  it 
at  a  price  low  enough  to  furnish  the  men  with  this  kind  of  drink,  and  prevent  the 
sale  of  the  inferior  and  deleterious  articles?  Within  the  limits  it  set  itself  perhaps 
no  supply  department  did  more  admirable  service  than  this;  and  some  may  recall 
the  godsend  the  lime  juice  and  ginger  ale  it  furnished  was  for  a  few  days  along  the 
hot  lines  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  in  front  of  the  pernicious  Spaniard  and  surrounded 
by  the  more  pernicious  malaria.  Certainly  this  is  not  in  the  spirit  of  criticism,  but 
of  appeal  to  this  energetically  conducted  Department  to  aid  the  Army  still  more  if 
it  can  be  done.  The  Army  does  not  prefer  and  insist  upon  getting  what  it  needs  and 
craves  for  through  some  other  source. 

Anyone  not  acquainted  with  the  enormous  amount  of  work  that  had  to  be  done 
by  the  Ordnance  Department  in  equipping  our  half-defenseless  coast  with  ordnance 
and  ammunition  at  the  beginning  of  this  war,  can  hardly  if  at  all  realize  the  burden 
that  was  constantly  thrown  upon  that  Department  of  our  Army;  but  doubtless  this 
and  other  reasons  adequately  explain  the  slowness  with  which  effective  weapons  were 
actually  received  by  some  of  the  volunteers.  For  instance,  the  squadron  of  Kentucky 
cavalry  was,  I  believe,  mustered  into  the  service  the  latter  part  of  May,  but  their 
carbines  were  not  received  by  them  until  just  before  their  muster  out  in  the  latter 
part  of  August — these  carbines  being  apparently  on  hand  in  the  Department  all  the 
time.  The  old  Springfield  rifle  has  been  shown  by  the  test  of  actual  battle  to  be  an 
absolutely  obsolete  weapon,  not  only  because  it  fires  black  powder,  but  because  of 
its  high  trajectory,  though  it  has  been  an  excellent  weapon  in  its  day,  but  its  day 
is  past;  therefore  why  trifle  with  it  or  keep  the  modern  magazine  weapon  so  long  out 
of  the  hands  of  any  but  favored  troops.  These  old  Spriugfields  should  be  relegated 
to  the  rear  and  not  brought  out  for  use  by  soldiers  on  any  occasion. 

"When  I  made  my  tour  of  inspection  at  Chickamauga  in  May,  I  noticed  particularly, 
among  other  things,  the  draft  mules  that  were  sent  in  there,  and  they  were  the  finest 
lot  of  animals  of  the  kind  and  quantity  that  I  have  ever  seen.  When  I  returned  there 
in  August,  however,  I  found  some  of  these  same  animals  as  sorry  a  looking  lot  of 
beasts  as  can  be  imagined.  With  regard  to  the  horses  of  the  volunteer  cavalry  and 
artillery,  the  original  quality  did  not  appear  so  good,  but  the  records  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  will  show  what  an  extraordinarily  large  percentage  of  these 
animals  were  condemned  and  became  practically  a  dead  loss.  Perhaps  these  are 
essential  features  of  an  improvised  army. 

In  the  bill  creating  the  staff  for  the  Volunteer  Army  in  this  war,  a  judge-advocate, 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  is  assigned  to  each  corps.  Very  few  courts- 
martial  are  ordered  by  the  corps  commander,  and  very  few,  therefore,  come  before 
him  for  revision.  Nearly  all  the  general  courts  are  in  the  divisions,  and  yet  the 
division  is  not  provided  with  a  judge-advocate.  This  matter  of  looking  over  charges 
and  referring  them  to  a  court,  instructing  perhaps  the  officers  of  the  court  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  and  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  court  are  of  much  greater  impor- 
tance than  might  be  thought  at  first  sight.  A  great  many  very  important  cases, 
involving  severe  and  well-deserved  punishment,  have  had  to  be  thrown  out  entirely, 
simply  because  of  some  technical  irregularity  that  could  have  been,  and  probably 
would  have  been,  corrected  by  a  judge-advocate  of  the  division  who  understood  his 
business  and  was  there  on  the  ground  to  assist  the  court  with  his  instruction  and 
advice.  The  need  of  having  inspectors  with  the  brigades  was  injuriously  felt,  and 
the  rank  of  staff  officers  of  the  various  organizations  should  bear  some  relation  to 
the  duties  the  officer  has  to  perform,  and  should  not  stop  with  lieutenant-colonel. 
For  instance,  the  adjutant-general,  or  the  chief  quartermaster,  inspector-general,  or 
chief  surgeon,  etc.,  of  a  corps  have  important  business  to  transact  day  and  night,  and 
the  comfort  of  the  troops  and  their  efficiency  in  the  field  and  in  battle  depend  largely 
upon  their  intelligent  exertions.  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  particularly  uiat 
inspections  are  greatly  aid^d  by  adequate  rank  held  by  the  inspector,  which  should 
partially  indicate  the  esteem  given  and  deference  due  him;  and  efficient  inspections 
multiply  many  fold  throughout  the  command  any  excellence  of  the  inspector. 

The  hospitals,  both  in  their  condition  and  management,  received  great  attention, 
and  I  may  say,  it  is  believed,  that  the  improvement  was  rapid  and  in  the  end  satis- 
factory. How  the  Sternberg  or  Sanger  hospitals  (which  were  onlynamed  as  general 
hospitals  when  the  command  left)  compared  with  their  predecessors  was  patent  to 
sick  and  well. 

Lexington,  Ky . ,  is  a  most  desirable  locality  for  a  permanent  garrison  for  aregiment  of 
cavalry  and  battalion  of  horse  artillery.  It  is  the  center  of  the  famous  blue-grass  region 
of  Kentucky,  a  natural  horse  country ;  a  principal  industry  being  that  of  breeding 
horses.  The  climate  is  most  favorable  for  mounted  commands,  as  the  weather  is  not 
cold  enough  to  prevent  outdoor  drills  except  for  a  short  time  in  midwinter.  The 
railroad  connnections  are  by  trunk  lines  north,  east,  south,  and  west.  The  people 
hold  the  Army  in  high  regard  and  would  be  glad  to  have  a  post  established  there. 
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It  has  been  the  fashion,  even  among  military  men,  to  speak  of  the  Eeeular  Army 
as  a  "  nucleus  "  about  which  the  volunteers  were  to  be  found  in  time  of  war.  But 
Buch  has  not  been  the  case  in  any  sense  of  the'  word  in  this  war,  unless,  perhaps,  in 
the  Manila  campaign.  The  regulars  have  been  kept  by  themselves  and  the  volun- 
teers by  themselves  except  in  a  few  instances.  Take  the  caujp  at  Chickamauga,  for 
instance — 45,000  volunteers  and  not  a  single  battalion  or  regiment  of  regulars.  The 
same  thing,  with  smaller  number  of  volunteers,  at  Knosville,  Lexington,  and  other 
camps. 

Every  body  of  troops  as  large  as  a  division,  when  encamped  as  if  operating  inde- 
pendently by  itself,  should  have  attached  to  it  organizations  of  cavalry  and  artillery 
and  a  suitable  detachment  of  engineers,  Signal  Corps,  Hospital  Corps,  etc.,  so  that 
all  could  work  together  in  the  semblance  of  actual  war  conditions. 

Even  if  there  should  seem  neither  necessity  nor  use  for  pointing  out  such  possible 
weaknesses  that  may  suggest  and  require  remedy,  still  all  willingly  admit  that  the 
admirable  material  of  the  regiments,  their  remarkable  advance  in  military  training, 
their  absolute  patriotism  and  soldierly  ardor,  and  the  quality  of  the  accomplished 
and  experienced  officers  developed  in  every  grade  fairly  deserve  warm  commendation 
and  have  more  than  once  won  it  from  our  most  seasoned  soldiers. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Major-General  Volunteers. 
The  Adjutant-Gbnerai,  United  States  Army. 
(3  incloBures.) 


[Inclosure  1.] 

Headquarters,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  August  30,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  inspection  made  of  the 
infantry,  cavalry,  artillery,  and  signal  corps  of  this  command  by  officers  of  the 
Regular  Army  especially  detailed  for  that  purpose  under  provision  of  General 
Orders,  No.  23,  current  series.  Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas: 

This  inspection  was  preceded  by  a  review  of  the  entire  command,  under  the  per- 
sonal supervision  of  the  major-general  commanding,  August  9, 1898. 

On  the  morning  of  August  10  the  eight  officers  who  were  especially  designated  to 
assist  me  in  making  this  inspection  reported  for  this  duty  and  I  assigned  one  to  a 
regiment,  thus  enabling  the  completing  of  the  inspection  of  a  division  each  day. 
These  inspections  were  continued  from  day  to  day  until  concluded. 

From  the  several  reports  of  the  inspectors  submitted  to  this  office,  and  from  infor- 
mation gained  of  my  own  personal  observation  by  visiting  each  organization,  as 
well  as  division  hospitals  and  division  and  brigade  headquarters,  the  following  sum- 
mary, showing  the  conditions  and  efficiency  of  the  troops  of  the  command,  is 
deduced : 

Their  proficiency  in  drills — company,  battalion,  and  regimental — is  generally 
good;  brigade  and  division,  only  fair.  In  other  military  exercises,  with  few  excep- 
tions they  are  wanting. 

I  find  the  equipment  of  the  different  organizations  in  fairly  good  condition  and 
fit  for  field  service. 

The  military  bearing  of  troops  under  arms  is  good  and  very  commendable,  con- 
sidering the  short  time  they  have  been  in  the  service.  The  deportment  of  the 
officers  and  men  is  good,  with  rare  exceptions. 

Arms  and  field  equipment  are,  in  the  main,  good.  The  uniforms  can  only  be  rated 
fair.  Provision  should  at  once  be  made,  should  these  troops  be  retained  in  service, 
to  provide  new  nniforms  for  every  soldier. 

Only  in  a  few  instances  is  proper  attention  paid  to  stable  duties.  Troops  are 
generally  well  equipped  for  field  service,  aud  wherever  there  has  been  found  any 
deficiency  requisitions  have  been  made  and  approved. 

Police  of  tent  and  grounds  are  very  good,  but  to  that  of  the  kitchen  and  men's 
sinks  proper  attention  has  not  been  paid.  Camps  that  were  not  properly  located 
were  ordered  to  be  changed  and  have  been  changed,  so  that  now  all  camps  are 
located  on  the  best  grounds  available  for  that  purpose  within  the  park  limits  and 
are  properly  drained.  Where  camps  were  not  found  properly  policed  and  cared  for 
it  is  directly  attributable  to  ignorance  and  the  lack  of  intelligent  zeal  or  over- 
indulgence to  the  men  on  the  part  of  the  officers.  The  worst  policed  camp  is  that 
of  the  *  *  *  J  and  the  least  care  is  given  to  the  animals  of  this  regiment  of  any 
organization  in  camp.  The  food  of  the  men  is  well  prepared  and  of  the  greatest 
abundance  and  of  the  best  quality. 

Regimental  and  company  books  and  records  are  generally  not  complete  or  prop- 
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erly  kept.    The  same  can  be  said  of  brigade  headquarters.     Of  division  headquar- 
ters, I  find  those  of  the     »     »     *    incomplete. 

Division  hospitals. — I  did  not  find  any  of  them  in  proper  condition  of  police  and 
absolutely  inadequate,  the  patients  lacking  attention  in  the  way  of  care,  and  I  can 
not  but  assert  that  in  my  opinion  the  means  available  are  not  utilized  to  their  fullest 
extent  for  the  ordinary  care  of  the  sick.  As  an  illustration  J  will  recite  here  the 
details  of  the  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the  »  -  »  hospital,  showing  in  detail  the 
duties  performed  and  the  personnel  of  the  same: 

There  was  1  commissioned  medical  officer  reported  as  commander,  1  commissioned 
medical  officer  as  executive  officer  and  attending  surgeon,  1  assistant  executive 
officer  and  attending  surgeon,  1  acting  assistant  surgeon,  attending  surgeon;  3  med- 
ical officers  sick. 

I  found  in  the  ambulance  corp  of  this  hospital  5  medical  officers,  including  1 
major,  who  had  no  duties  at  all  in  connection  with  the  sick  in  hospital. 

At  the  hospital  the  total  enlisted  force  on  duty  in  various  capacities  was  110,  24  of 
whom  were  sick.  This  does  not  include  the  men  on  duty  with  the  ambulance  train. 
There  were  271  patients  in  the  hospital. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  12  medical  officers  attached  to  this  hospital  only  3  were 
in  attendance  upon  the  sick,  under  which  condition  I  can  not  but  believe  that  the 
services  of  the  medical  officers  on  duty  with  the  ambulance  company  could  more 
properly  be  utilized  in  the  wards  caring  for  the  sick  men. 

Many  of  the  ward  tents  were  without  flooring ;  the  ground  damp,  wet,  and  musty. 
The  capacity  of  this  hospital  is  138,  and  in  its  present  overcrowded  condition  I  find 
8  men  in  each  tent,  which  was  at  least  4  too  many. 

There  was  little  difference  between  this  hospital  and  that  of  others  in  the  camp. 
I  have  already  made  verbal  reports  on  this  subject. 

Within  the  past  month  every  camp  occupied  by  troops  has  been  moved  from  the 
timber  to  open  and  fairly  wholesome  grounds.  Frequent  and  careful  inspections 
have  been  made  of  the  conditions  of  the  camps  and  attention  of  officers  called  to 
the  imperative  necessity  of  a  more  close  observation  of  the  rules  that  should  and 
must  govern  to  insure  the  proper  sanitary  conditions  of  their  camps.  This  has 
resulted  in  a  most  marked  improvement  in  every  particular.  But  the  time  has 
passed  when  the  foulness  of  this  park  can  be  overcome  so  as  to  eliminate  the  inevi- 
table dangers  attending  the  holding  or  camping  of  troops  here,  for  any  length  of 
time  for  the  next  twenty-five  years. 

August  17  the  entire  command  was  again  reviewed,  and  by  contrast  a  most  marked 
improvement  is  observed  in  the  general  appearance  of  the  troops,  and  nothing  but 
praise  and  commendation  can  be  said  of  the  force  composing  the  same. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  can  not  refrain  from  again  referring  to  the  medical 
department.  With  nothing  but  the  highest  regard  for  the  professional  ability  of  the 
corps,  I  am  convinced  that  too  much  attention  is  given  to  matters  outside  of  the  sick 
wards,  such  as  the  ambulance  companies,  parades,  etc.,  especially  in  times  like  these, 
when  our  sick  repoi'ts  are  so  unusually  large  and  the  constant  complaints  of  the 
medical  department  is  lack  of  help.  Through  ignorance  and  indiiference  and  other 
causes  our  hospitals  have  been  filled  to  overflowing.  In  many  cases  reportedthe  sick 
have  not  received  proper  care.  This  being  the  condition,  ev-ery  available  medical 
officer  and  enlisted  attendant  should  be  on  duty,  in  direct  contact  with  the  wards, 
and  for  the  time  being  hang  their  swords  on  the  wall,  forget  all  the  pomp  and 
circumstances  attendant  to  parades  and  exercises  of  troops  under  arms,  or,  in  other 
words,  attend  to  the  sick  and  ailing,  that  not  a  single  man  shall  suffer  for  lack  of  the 
slightest  attention. 

The  reports  of  each  officer  who  performed  these  duties  have  been  submitted  to 
your  office. 

The  delay  in  submitting  this  report  has  been  caused  by  the  great  amount  of  work 
required  of  this  office  during  the  past  few  days. 

Very  respectfully,  Frank  D.  Baldwin, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and,  Inspector-General  of  Volunteers. 

Adjutant-General, 

Camp  Thomas,  Ga. 


[Inclosure  2.] 

Camp  Gborgk  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  August  19,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  conditions  now  prevalent  here  appear 
to  call  for  the  immediate  abandonment  of  this  camp. 

Since  July  25  the  sick  report  here  has  increased  from  week  to  week  as  follows: 

July  25 2,226 

August  1 2,975 

Augusts 3,631 

August  15 4  426 

August  18 4  894 
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This  last  figure  does  not  include  over  1,300  men  furloughed  for  sickness  since  July 
25,  and  291  discharged.  The  strength  of  the  command  is  now  about  43,000.  An 
inspection  of  these  figures  will  show  that  the  number  of  sick  men  in  this  camp 
increases  each  week  by  one-fourth.  At  this  rate  of  piogressiou  the  sick  will  soon 
reach  a  number  which  with  present  facilities  it  will  be  impracticable  to  handle. 

The  causes  of  this  undue  rate  of  sickness,  in  my  opinion,  are  as  follows: 

This  park,  I  think  it  can  be  shown,  is  not  fitted  to  be  a  camping  place  for  troops. 
First,  the  park  is  mainly  a  forest,  with  occasional  openings  only.  These  openings 
afford  a  very  limited  space  for  the  exercises  of  the  troops,  grand  maneuvers  being 
almost  out  of  the  question.  To  preserve  these  open  spaces  for  drills,  etc.,  seemed  to 
necessitate  that  the  troops  should  camp  in  the  woods.  Such  camps  are  not  healthy. 
Being  very  largely  in  the  shade,  the  tents  and  the  ground  around  them  remain  damp ; 
the  salutary  action  of  sunlight  on  germ  organisms  is  shut  otf;  the  free  movement  of 
air,  which  would  otherwise  assist  in  the  drying  process,  is  prevented.  The  disad- 
vantages of  camping  in  the  woods  are  especially  apparent  during  the  rainy  season, 
but  I  think  it  may  be  said  in  general  that  it  has  been  found  that  such  camps  are 
objectionable,  and  that  the  rule  has  been  in  the  Regular  Army  always,  if  possible, 
to  camp  in  ground  exposed  to  the  sun.  This  rule  was  adhered  to  by  the  regular 
troops  when  they  were  concentrated  here  this  spring,  but  when  the  volunteers  came 
here,  the  necessity  of  preserving  drill  grounds,  the  number  of  the  troops,  and  also 
the  fact  that  the  open  spaces  had  already  been  largely  used  for  camps  for  regulars, 
prevented  the  e.'cample  of  the  regulars  from  being  followed. 

Again,  the  soil  is  not  adapted  to  camping.  It  is,  as  a  rule,  hard,  tenacious  clay. 
Such  soil  does  not  absorb.  Slops,  dirty  water,  grease,  saliva,  urine,  vomit,  etc.,  which 
it  is  impossible  to  keep  from  the  ground  iu  a  closely  packed  camp,  are  not  carried 
into  t  je  lower  strata  by  subsequent  rains,  but  are  confined  to  the  thin  layer  of  mold, 
1  or  2  inches  thick,  which  lies  on  the  surface.  This  surface  layer,  inconsequence, 
in  a  short  time  becomes  thoroughly  infected,  breeding  maggots,  stench,  and  disease. 
Further,  in  heavy  rains  the  area  of  the  infected  ground  is  enlarged.  Especially  is 
this  the  case  with  the  ground  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  various  dumps,  or  places  in 
the  neighborhood  of  camps  where  refuse  is  thrown,  which  must  become  over  a  large 
area  soaked  with  a  solution  of  manure,  garbage,  and  rotting  reiuse  of  all  kinds. 
Owing  to  the  great  number  of  camps,  and  of  dumps,  which  are  usually  placed  100  or 
more  yards  from  the  camps,  a  very  large  area  of  the  park  is  now  impregnated  from 
this  cause  alone,  and  much  of  it  is  rendered  noisome  from  the  foul  odors  resulting. 
The  clay  soil  of  the  park  is  underlaid  with  magnesium  limestone.  Magnesium  lime- 
stone and  clay  are  regarded  by  competent  authorities  as  one  of  the  worst  combi- 
nations possible  for  camping  ground.  (See  Beach's  Manual  of  Field  Engineering, 
paragraph  458.)  It  is  a  characteristic  of  magnesium  limestone  that  in  it  are  always 
found  sink  holes,  where  the  infected  fluids  from  the  ground  flow  and  are  stored, 
exposed  to  the  air,  like  open  cesspools,  breeding  typhoid  fever  and  other  diseases. 
Further,  the  magnesia  affects  the  water  injuriously. 

Water. — It  was  a  peculiar  feature  of  this  camp  that  all  troops  on  arriving  here 
were  at  once  affected  with  a  continuous  and  more  or  less  severe  diarrhea.  Practi- 
cally none  escaped,  wkether  officers  or  men,  veterans  or  recruits.  This  intestinal 
derangement  kept  up  for  two  or  three  weeks,  sometimes  longer,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  in  many  cases,  by  weakening  and  deranging  the  system,  it  prepared  the 
way  for  more  serious  ailments.  There  can  also  be  no  question  that  this  diarrhea  is 
due  to  the  water,  though  what  the  constituent  is  that  produces  this  eftect  is  a  matter 
of  controversy.  In  the  last  two  or  three  months  typhoid  fever  has  made  its  appear- 
ance here  and  the  number  of  cases  is  now  large  and  constantly  increasing.  It  is 
believed  that  this  disease  is  also  largely  propagated  by  infected  water.  The  water 
here  is  derived  from  three  sources:  Prom  wells,  a  limited  supply;  from  springs,  a 
limited  supply,  and  from  the  Chickamauga  River.  The  wells  are  of  recent  construc- 
tion, most  of  them  having  been  bored  by  the  park  authorities  since  the  troops  have 
arrived  here.  They  are  sunk  as  a  rule  over  100  feet  in  order  to  reach  a  water-bearing 
strata.  The  water  furnished  by  them  is  cool,  and  therefore  much  relished  by  the 
soldiers,  but  it  is  so  strongly  charged  with  lime  and  magnesia  as  to  give,  in  some 
cases,  a  very  perceptible  briny  taste.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  surface  water  is  able 
to  percolate  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  wells  by  passing  outside  of  the  casing.  For 
this  reason  and  on  account  of  the  strong  solution  of  mineral  matter  it  is  not  believed 
that  the  water  is  good  for  the  men.  The  quantity  of  this  water  which  can  be  obtained 
is  limited,  since  the  wells  give  out  by  much  pumping. 

The  springs  which  afford  any  great  volume  of  water  are  situated  outside  of  the  park, 
Blue  Spring,  from  which  most  of  the  drinking  water  is  obtained,  being  4  miles  from 
some  of  the  camps.  The  water  is  hauled  in  barrels,  carried  on  the  regimental  wag- 
ons. The  supply  of  wagons  and  barrels  being  short,  the  amount  of  the  water  which 
can  he  thus  obtained  is  necessarily  limited.  Under  favorable  circumstances  80  bar- 
rels, or  about  3,000  gallons  per  day,  can  be  hauled  to  a  regiment,  but  often  only  half 
this  quantity  is  obtained.    This  is  the  principal  drinking  water  used  by  the  men. 
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While  charged  with  lime  and  magnesia,  it  is  believed  to  be  free  from  infection.  The 
main  source  of  supply  of  water  is  Chickamauga  River.  This  is  a  narrow,  rather 
sluggish  typical  western  winding  creek,  with  steep,  clayey  banks,  sometimes  with 
marshy  borders,  sometimes  with  banks  overgrown  with  vines  and  trees.  Much  rot- 
ting driftwood  is  to  be  seen  in  the  creek.  It  rises  about  20  miles  above  the  camp. 
Just  above  camp  is  Crawfish  Spring,  a  large  spring,  from  which  the  creek  receives  a 
considerable  supply  of  good  water.  Nevertheless,  at  the  intake  of  the  pipe  line  the 
water  is  generally  muddy,  and  especially  so  in  freshets,  thus  indicating  a  large  pro- 
portion of  surface  water. 

This  creek  has  not  a  first-class  reputation  for  healthfulness.  The  appearance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  vicinity,  seldom  robust,  almost  uniformly  thin  and  sallow,  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  on  account  of  the  water  and  other  reasons  this  is  not  a  healthy 
locality.  Typhoid  fever  is  of  common  occurrence  here.  A  case  ot  typhoid  fever  was 
found  at  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Bradley,  near  Alexander  Bridge,  as  early  as  June  1.  It  is 
probable  that  others  existed  along  the  stream  when  the  volunteers  moved  in  here.  The 
water  of  the  creek  is  pumped  in  6-inch  mains  over  a  hill,  and  thence  flows  by  gravity 
to  hydrants  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camps.  Although  the  soldiers  dislike  it,  tnis  water, 
on  account  of  the  short  supply  of  spring  and  well  water,  is  much  used  for  both  cook- 
ing and  drinking.  For  drinking  it  is  boiled.  It  shoula  be  noted,  however,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  prevent  some  soldiers  from  obtaining  and  drinking  unboiled  water. 
Even  this  water  is  not  piped  directly  to  the  camps,  but  in  many  cases  has  to  be 
obtained  by  hauling  it  from  a  considerable  distance.  As  a  consequence  there  is  rarely 
enough  for  general  washing,  and  in  some  regiments  men  have  been  known  not  to 
wash  for  an  entire  week. 

Sufficient  has  been  said  of  the  character  of  Chickamauga  Park,  its  soil  and  its 
water,  to  indicate  that  it  has  certain  drawbacks  which  prevent  it  from  being  an  ideal 
camping  place  for  troops.  These  disadvantages  have  been  increased  by  certain  facts 
in  connection  with  its  occupancy. 

When  the  volunteer  camps  arrived  here  in  May  they  were  inexperienced  in  the 
details  of  camping.  Moreover,  they  were  poorly  supplied  with  materials  and  tools 
of  all  kinds.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  in  this  climate  that  latrines  be  dug  deep 
and  boxed  and  roofed  in.  Many  regiments  had  no  picks  or  even  shovels,  and  had  no 
lumber,  and  in  consequence  of  these  obstacles  insufficient  latrines  were  dug.  The 
men  relieved  nature  all  through  the  woods,  and  the  ground  around  the  camps  quickly 
became  contaminated.  The  rains  quickly  filled  the  shallow  latrines,  and  their  con- 
tents ran  over  the  surface  of  the  ground.  This  made  it  necessary  to  dig  new  latrines, 
which  in  turn  had  to  be  abandoned.  I  know  of  one  camp  which  has  over  200  old 
latrines  on  its  outskirts.  The  holes  for  garbage  near  kitchens  became  filled  with 
water  in  some  manner.  All  these  places,  shallow  trenches  with  a  thin  covering  of 
soil,  are  now  emitting  poisonous  gases  from  the  decomposing  material  beneath.  The 
camps  have  been  changed  to  new  site?  only  to  extend  foulness  and  infection. 
The  whole  park  reeks  with  it.  It  is  estimated  that  8,000  tons  of  excrement,  gar- 
bage, manure,  and  sweeping  now  infect  it.  The  troops  now  have  better  methods  of 
treating  their  offal  and  garbage — the  latrines  are  properly  closed,  the  garbage  in  some 
instances  is  burned,  the  manure  and  refuse  burned  if  possible.  The  troops  are  now 
camping  in  the  open  drill  fields,  where  they  get  plenty  of  sun  and  air.  Every  pre- 
caution is  being  taken.  But  it  is  too  late.  The  mischief  has  been  done.  This  park 
as  a  camping  place  is  incurably  infected.  Every  breeze  carries  a  stench.  The  sick 
report  mounts  day  by  day.  A  general  lassitude  is  apparent  in  men  and  officers. 
The  months  in  which  typhoid  fever  and  malaria  are  most  common  are  at  hand.  The 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  reached  500,  and  the  whole  situation  presages  a  general 
epidemic. 

Under  the  circumstances  detailed  above,  no  remedy  exists  except  a  general 
departure  of  the  troops  from  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  James  Parker, 

Major,  Twelfth  Nem  York  Volunteers,  Inspector  of  Sanitation,  etc. 

The  Adjutant-Gbneral, 

Camp  Thomas,  Ga. 


[Inclosure  3 0£Bcial  telegram.] 

Camp  Hamilton,  Lexington,  Ky.,  September  ZZ,  1898. 
Secretary  of  War, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Lytle,  Ga.: 
The  law  supplanting  suttlers  by  miscellaneous  sales  under  the  Subsistence  Depart- 
ment is  one  of  the  most  considerate  to  the  soldier  on  the  statute  book;  and  your 
verbal  instructions  to  me  were,  it  should  be  administered  in  the  same  liberal  spirit 
as  enacted;  especially  as  there  is  no  appreciable  cost,  the  soldier  paying  for  what  he 
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gets.  One  of  the  articles  you  then  definitely  authorized  was  effervescing  drinks, 
which  was  specially  acceptable  when  water  had  to  be  boiled,  as  at  Chickamauga. 
But  in  both  food  and  drinks  it  is  better  to  have  all  the  soldier  desires  furnished  as 
the  law  allows  under  proper  official  supervision,  and  without  harsh  restrictions, 
rather  than  compel  him  to  do  without  or  resort  to  venders  of  deleterious  articles. 
It  is  submitted  that  the  supply  of  such  purchasable  articles  is  not  sufficiently  acces- 
sible nor  in  the  fully  desirable  variety  in  these  large  volunteer  camps.  Can  it  not 
be  made  so? 

Breckinridge,  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Appendix  D. 
notes  and  eemaeks  concerning  certain  inspections. 

Amidst  the  strain  and  excitement  of  current  events  it  sounds  almost  antediluvian 
to  talk  of  old  routine  inspections,  but  it  is  probably  better  to  make  the  record  con- 
tinuous, so  this  appendix  is  submitted. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30, 1898,  the  officers  of  this  department  have  inspected 
all  but  about  one-fourth  of  the  garrisoned  posts  and  camps.  In  two  inspection  dis- 
tricts, the  North  Atlantic  and  the  South  Atlantic,  all  the  posts  within  their  respec- 
tive limits  have  been  inspected.  The  work  was  completed  in  the  Middle  and  in  the 
Northern  districts  with  the  exception  of  one  post  in  each.  Four  posts  and  2 
camps  in  the  Pacific  district,  and  11  posts  and  1  subpost  in  the  Southern  district 
were  not  inspected.  Col.  H.  W.  Lawton,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Southern  dis- 
trict, was  interrupted  in  the  midst  of  his  inspection  tour  when  he  had  visited  less 
than  one-third  of  his  posts,  and  assigned  to  duty  in  connection  with  the  mobilization 
of  the  regular  and  volunteer  military  forces  of  the  country. 

The  reports  indicate  that  the  former  standard  of  rigid  inspections,  covering  every 
sphere  of  military  inquiry  and  a  critical  examination  into  the  minutest  details,  have 
been  adhered  to.  The  general  excellence  of  the  organizations  inspected  has  been 
very  clearly  demonstrated  and  fully  recognized,  and  has  since  received  the  higher 
demonstration  of  the  battlefield.  The  posts  are  generally  reported  in  good  repair. 
Some  of  the  quarters,  barracks,  and  outbuildings  at  a  few  of  the  posts  are  reported 
old  and  dilapidated,  and  should  be  torn  down  and  replaced  by  new  buildings.  The 
officers'  quarters  are  reported  satisfactory,  with  some  exceptions  here  and  there.  A 
few  officers  are  still  quartered  in  casemates.  Officers  do  not  in  all  cases  receive  their 
full  allowance  of  quarters,  and  the  allowance  is  indecorously  restricted.  But,  like 
any  other  allowance,  the  individual  may  get  more  or  less  according  to  circumstances, 
generally  less,  like  the  shortage  in  tents,  etc.,  at  San  Juan. 

Quarters  for  the  noncommissioned  staff  officers  are  reported  fairly  adequate  at  a 
large  majority  of  the  posts  and  generally  satisfactory.  The  barracks  are  reported 
overcrowded  at  seven  posts.  Their  condition  is  generally  reported  fair,  with  more 
or  less  criticism  as  to  inadequate  air  and  floor  space,  poor  ventilation,  and  the  need 
of  minor  repairs,  such  as  new  floorings,  new  additions  to  accommodate  bathrooms 
and  water-closets,  etc.  It  is  hoped  these  matters  will  be  met  in  a  liberal  spirit  in 
our  new  possessions,  where  the  health  of  the  men  will  so  largely  depend  on  such 
allowances  and  the  wise  consideration  shown  in  every  supply. 

REVIEWS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

As  a  rule  the  troops  at  all  posts  were  habitually  reviewed  and  inspected  in  full 
dress  and  subsequently  inspected  in  heavy  marching  order.  The  condition  of  the 
uniforms  was  very  generally  found  to  be  excellent,  and  the  arms  and  field  equip- 
ments fair  to  excellent.     The  mere  minor  defects  noted  were  easily  remedied. 

Practical  problems  for  each  arm  and  for  combined  operations,  where  opportunity 
and  means  are  provided,  were  included  in  the  scope  of  inspection,  and  these  practical 
tests  were  also  given  the  seacoast  batteries  when  possible.  These  problems  were 
generally  very  well  executed  and  indicated  that  the  officers  concerned  were  fairly 
familiar  with  the  requirements  of  this  important  branch  of  military  work.  A  few 
condensed  comments  upon  them  by  inspectors  and  umpires  may  be  of  interest,  and 
it  is  also  barely  possible  something  of  the  kind  would  occur  in  actual  service.  They 
are  as  follows : 

"Advance  guard  and  flankers  not  properly  disposed ;  excellent  jjosition  for  observa- 
tion and  delivering  of  attack  not  used ;  halt  and  flank  march  within  range  of  defense ; 
excellent  shelter  not  utilized;  battalion  with  mile  interval  uncovered;  no  support 
or  reserve  for  attacking  battalion ;  one  battalion  halted  for  twenty  minutes  within 
range;  no  attempt  to  screen  movements  or  secure  shelter.  The  defense  failed  to 
open  fire ;  men  exposed ;  position  disclosed.  Eight  battalion  of  attack  should  have 
been  annihilated. 
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"Attack  a  failure.  Column  halted  too  close  to  unreconnoitered  woods ;  no  advance 
guard  or  flankers  when  moving  in  column  in  presence  of  enemy;  infantry  fire  pre- 
ceded use  of  field  guns ;  faulty  position  for  attack. 

"The  attack  a  failure,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  attacking  party  failed  to  charge 
or  attack  the  escort  when  the  convoy  was  going  into  park  on  a  ridge  within  800 
yards  range. 

"Browns  generally  well  distributed  and  commanded;  unnecessarily  exposed  on 
one  or  two  occasions.  Affair  was  quite  spirited  and  realistic;  attack  should  have 
been  made  with  greater  intervals.     Blues  overestimated  distance  to  enemy. 

"The  whole  affair  was  very  unsatisfactory,  partaking  of  the  character  of  what  is 
popularly  known  as  a  sham  battle.  Further  comment  is  unnecessary,  only  to  say 
that  if  this  is  an  exhibition  of  the  training  of  the  command  in  minor  tactics,  there 
is  much  to  be  learned  and  a  good  deal  more  to  be  unlearned  before  it  can  be  classed  as 
satisfactory.  With  the  foregoing  exception,  the  instruction  and  training  of  this 
command  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 

"Plan  of  attack  of  blue  commander  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  made  the 
following  mistakes:  Three-fifths  of  command  used  in  assault  upon  enemy;  troops 
exposed  while  advancing ;  charge  made  before  troops  sent  to  threaten  line  of  enemy's 
retreat  had  reached  their  position. 

"Usual  useless  exposure  of  men  observed,  which  is  very  difiloult  to  correct  in 
absence  of  bullets." 

The  inspectors  report  that  battalion,  squadron,  and  company  drills,  in  both  close 
and  extended  order,  are  from  good  to  excellent.  Excellence  in  this  respect  has  been 
reported  for  a  commendable  number  of  organizations,  which  is  also  the  case  as 
regards  the  individual  training  of  the  soldier. 

Problems  in  minor  tactics,  such  as  "advance  and  rear  guards,"  "outposts,"  "recon- 
noissance,"  "attack  and  defense  of  positions,"  "convoys,"  "Indian  ambush,"  "fiank 
guards,"  "bridge  construction,"  "ferrying,"  "swimming,"  "patrols,"  "hasty 
intrenchments,"  "night  attack,"  "guarding  railroad,"  "passage  of  defiles  and  vil- 
lages," etc.,  have  been  participated  in  by  the  troops  during  the  year  with  very  satis- 
factory results.  How  far  similar  situations  in  actual  war  have  been  properly 
illustrated  and  profited  from  in  this  previous  practice  will  now  become  one  of  the 
features  post  lyceums  will  probably  set  forth. 

COMMISSIONED    OFFICERS. 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  affairs  as  to  harmony  and  efficiency  heretofore  re- 
ported still  continues,  and  the  high  standard  of  professional  attainment  and  char- 
acter of  the  officers  is  frequently  commented  upon  by  inspectors.  From  recent 
scenes  in  certain  islands  of  the  sea  a  new  certificate  has  been  sealed  and  is  now  gen- 
erally recognized  and  fully  accepted.  Much  effort  will  be  required  to  restore  the 
condition  gained  before  the  recent  severe  losses  and  mold  the  recruits  to  the  old 
characteristics. 

A  HIGHER  STRATEGIC   STAFF. 

To  positively  insure  coherent,  prompt,  serious,  and  effective  work  in  the  field, 
especially  as  we  must  always  expect  to  begin  our  wars  with  an  improvised  army  of 
comparatively  raw  levies,  perhaps  one  recognized  need  of  the  Army  is  a  body  of  skill- 
ful and  trusted  officers,  duly  organized  into  the  strategic  staiff,  such  as  all  continental 
armies  possess,  absolutely  disconnected  from  all  entanglements  or  organic  connection 
with  any  other  branch  of  the  line  or  staff,  but  equally  in  touch  with  all.  The  over- 
whelming details  of  returns  and  reports  and  requisitions  and  accounts  and  special 
orders  and  correspondence  legitimately  devolving  upon  our  present  bureaus  must 
doubtless  oling  to  them  as  fatally  as  the  poisoned  shirt  of  Nessus.  Much  of  this 
burden  of  paper  accountability  and  red  tape  may  be  imposed  upon  the  Army  by  the 
clerks  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  is  made  more  difficult  to  bear  by  a  lack  of 
adequate  provisions  for  clerks  in  the  field;  and  how  this  burden  can  suddenly 
increase  may  be  illustrated  by  the  recent  avalanche  of  applications  for  discharges 
that  of  course  no  one  officer  in  Washington  can  read  them  all,  and  his  signature 
must  become  a  mere  form.  But  the  higher  general  staff  our  service  needs  should  be 
free  from  all  this,  so  that  its  highly  trained  military  officers  should  share  every 
experience  and  danger  of  the  field  and  can  give  their  undivided  attention  to  the  sys- 
tematic preparation  of  the  details  and  data  the  commanding  officers  may  desire  and 
attend  as  they  may  direct  to  the  execution  ot  every  important  military  order  in 
easy  mastery  of  all  necessary  knowledge  and  with  recognized  military  experience 
and  qualities.  Then  their  one  word  "mobilize"  means  and  accomplishes  more  under 
their  ordinary  care  than  can  mountains  of  less  skillfully  directed  and  less  perfectly 
organized  work.  Such  a  staff  has  in  other  countries  been  called  the  brains  of  the 
army ;  it  is  instinct  with  horsemanship  and  work  in  the  open  rather  than  office  desks 
and  the  combinations  they  instinctively  effect. 

The  separation,  almost  alienation,  between  our  line  and  staff  has  often  been  a 
BUbjeot  of  remark.    Is  it  worth  while  to  recognize  and  remedy  it? 
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COMMAND   OF  POSTS. 

The  reports  indicate  tliat  the  commanding  officers  are  efficient,  able,  and  zealous. 
Many  of  them  have  since  been  made  general  officers,  and  some  have  won  enduring 
fame.  The  administration  of  justice  seems  to  be  impartial,  prompt,  and  legal.  All 
orders  and  instructions  are  reported  to  be  duly  promulgated,  and  the  system  of 
instruction  prescribed  is  faithfully  observed  and  carried  out. 

The  discipline  and  behavior  of  the  enlisted  men  have  generally 
Ti?r"of  t™ops°durii.K  ^'^®"  reported  very  satisfactory,  and  under  the  higher  tests  of 
past  year.  battle  these  men  acquitted  themselves  excellently  and  have  won 

great  praise.  The  experience  and  traditions  of  savage  warfare 
had  given  the  organizations  unusual  resourcefulness  and  self-reliance,  and  careful 
training  and  instruction  bestowed  the  advantages  of  the  most  progressive  practice, 
and  careful  selection  at  enlistment  insured  good  physical  condition  and  moral  stand- 
ing; so  the  enlisted  force  of  the  Army  was  probably  never  better.  The  reports  from 
about  55  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  company  organizations  indicate  that  the 
arrests  and  confinements  are  confined  to  but  a  fraction  of  the  company  personnel. 
The  number  of  convictions  by  summary  courts,  so  far  as  reported,  appears  to  aver- 
age about  29  per  company  organization,  or  much  less  than  1  per  capita. 

Guards  are  reported  well  instructed,  alert,  and  efficient.    The 

Guard,  ^ardhotise,  strength  of  the  guard  ranges  from  1  commissioned  officer  and  34 
ana  prisoners.  enlisted  men  at  Fort  Sheridan,  111.,  to  6  enlisted  men  at  Fort  Wa- 

shakie, Wyo.    A  few  of  the  guardhouses  are  not  adequate  or  properly  equipped. 
Inadequate  bathing  facilities  are  reported  occassionally. 

The  treatment  of  prisouers  seems  to  be  in  conformity  with  prescribed  regulations. 
In  some  instances,  owing  to  lack  of  suitable  accommodations,  all  prisoners  are  con- 
fined in  the  same  room. 

As  a  general  rule  each  company  has  not  1  officer  and  4  enlisted 

Military  signaling,    men  profficieut  in  signaling.     There  is  a  fair  sprinkling  of  skilled 
telegraph  operators  among  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army.     Maj. 
Philip  Eeade,  inspector-general  XJ.  S.  Volunteers,  reports : 

"The  value  of  aerial  signaling  and  the  wisdom  of  detailing  to  each  vessel  of  the 
fleet  a  practical  signalman  has  never  in  my  experience  been  so  well  exemplified  as 
during  the  voyage  from  Tampa  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  8  to  24.     *     •     » 

"As  a  signal  officer  of  nine  years' experience  I  feel  qualified  to  express  an  opinion 
as  to  merit  in  the  specialty.  The  tendency  of  an  infantry,  or  other  combatant 
soldier  detailed  as  a  signalman,  is  to  use  a  2-jointed  staff  and  4-foot  square  flag  for 
transmitting  a  message  at  a  range  not,  perhaps,  exceeding  a  thousand  yards,  whereas 
a  2-foot  flag  and  tip  joint  of  staff  is  all  that  is  requisite.  The  soldier  will  also  use 
the  appliance  last  named  as  a  means  of  communication  and  feel  helpless  without  it 
at  a  300  or  400  yard  range  when  the  use  of  a  handkerchief,  hat,  glove,  etc.,  is  ade- 
quate for  aerial  communication.  A  trouble  with  the  average  army-post  method  of 
instruction  in  military  signaling  is  that  men  are  not  taught  to  be  independent  of 
the  appliances  ordinarily  issued  by  the  signal  department.  Protracted  use  of  a  wand 
as  a  medium  of  communication  up  to  300  yards  begets  the  substitution  by,  say,  a 
scout,  of  a  stick,  twig,  bough,  or  his  head  gear.  Company  H,  Third  United  States 
Infantry,  includes  some  men  who  have  been  taught  to  utilize  about  any  portable 
thing  for  wigwagging  up  to,  and  including,  what  riflemen  call  short  ranges.  The 
utility  of  such  for  ground  scouts  who  have  acquired  information  which  they  wish 
to  silently  report  to  the  organization  from  which  they  have  been  detailed  for  pur- 
poses of  observation,  etc.,  is  obvious. 

"When  this  fleet  pulled  out  from  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  into  the  stream,  Monday,  June 
13,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  the  only  method  of  communication  between 
the  15,000  land  combatants  aboard  the  nearly  fifty  moving  vessels  composing  it, 
was  by  signals.  Here  then,  came  the  crucial  test.  Fortunately,  every  vessel  had, 
I  believe,  a  practical  signalist  of  the  Signal  Corps  aboard  it,  also  several  naval 
cadets;  but  at  the  outset,  "repeat  message"  was  often  demanded  or  made  necessary, 
and  the  demonstration  of  practical  inefficiency  by  army  details  of  signalmen  in 
many  cases  to  either  correctly  send,  receive,  or  translate  a  simple  message  at  short 
range,  was  not  creditable  to  army  instructors.  The  appreciative  value  of  the  Amer- 
ican soldier  can  justly  be  commented  on  iu  this  connection.  Before  three  days  at 
sea  had  elapsed,  the  men  detailed  for  signal  duties  "caught  on ; "  they  did  not  need 
to  be  twice  told  that  signaling  was  a  valuable  adjunct  of  the  military  naval  service. 
Of  their  own  volition,  some  of  them  perfected  themselves,  theoretically,  in  the 
army  and  in  the  international  codes,  then  energetically  went  to  work  to  practice 
and  observe  so  that,  at  date,  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  has  some  fair,  all-round  signal- 
men in  it,  not  all  of  whom  are  privates,  either." 

A  large  majority  of  the  organizations  have  participated  in 

Practice    marches,    practice  marches  during  the  year,  which  were  generally  conducted 

encampments,  etc.        as  if  in  the  enemy's  country  and  under  simulated  war  conditions. 

Instruction  in  minor  tactics,  intrenchments,  map  making,  hasty 

sketching,  castrametation,  field  cooking,  etc.,  was  given  during  these  marches. 
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The  training  of  the  soldier  in  physical  exercises  has  received 

Athletics.  careful  consideration  throughout  the  Army.     Perhaps  no  single 

subject  deserves  greater  attention  than  that  of  best  method  of 

developing  the  muscle  and  brawn,  and  that  it  has  become  a  prominent  feature  of  the 

soldier's  education  and  receives  the  weight  and  consideration  it  so  richly  deserves 

is  a  source  of  gratification  to  all  concerned. 

Company  messes  predominate  very  largely.     The  post  mess  is 
Messing.  still  maintained  at  some  of  the  larger  posts.     Both  systems 

appear  to  give  satisfaction,  though  the  company  mess  seems  to 
be  almost,  if  not,  universally  preferred.  The  quality  of  the  foou.  furnished  is  gen- 
erally reported  excellent,  and  there  has  been  no  complaint  as  to  the  quantity. 
The  impotence  of  the  volunteer  cook  and  the  question  of,  or  break  in,  transportation 
between  the  place  of  purchase  and  of  eating  seems  to  have  more  than  once  created 
comment  upon  our  admirable  ration.  As  it  is  our  adopted  system  to  fight  wars  with 
green  troops,  it  may  possibly  be  a  part  of  our  military  duty  to  see  to  it  that  the 
soldiers  accepted  with  our  colors  are  at  all  times,  even  at  first,  properly  fed  with 
properly  cooked  food,  and  we  can  hardly  intrench  ourselves  behind  the  unfamili- 
arity  of  volunteers  with  requisitions,  and  how  to  get  and  care  for  their  supplies. 

Post  lyceums  and  These  have  been  carried  on  as  prescribed  in  the  Army  Regula- 
schools  for  officers  yong  and  others,  and  the  reports  generally  indicate  a  oommeud- 
sioned  officers.  aMe  degree  of  interest  iu  such  preparatory  work. 

.  Small-arms  target  practice  appears  to  have  received  careful 

praotiee^™"^     ^'^^''     attention,  and  has  been  held  during  the  year  by  almost  all  the 
organizations. 
Maj.  Philip  Reade,  inspector-general  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  remarks : 
"Some  of  our  distinguished  marksmen  have  earned  all  of  the  medals  that  orders 
allow,  are  disqualified  from  entering  further  small-arms  competitions,  but  ask  that, 
each  year,  they  be  permitted  to  compete  with  those  of  their  own  class,  the  prizes  to 
be  rifies  or  carbines  of  especial  manufacture,  range  finders,  binocular  glasses,  or 
other  paraphernalia  proper  for  the  outfit  of  a  marksman." 

The  importance  of  skilled  shots  with  small  arms  may  deserve  clearer  recognition 
if  they  could  practically  silence  a  battery  or  guard  efi:ectually  the  contact  mines  of 
the  enemy  before  Santiago. 

This  practice  has  been  conducted  as  prescribed  to  the  extent 
Artillery    target  permitted  by  the  facilities  at  hand.     An  increased  allowance  of 
practice.  ammunition  would  doubtless  be  welcomed.     More  or  less  prac- 

tice at  unknown  and  long  distances  and  at  moving  targets  would 
add  effectiveness  to  this  branch  of  the  service. 

If  the  enemy  served  batteries  for  several  days  at  Santiago, 
Artillery  fire.  without  revealing  generally  their  location,  implies  great  possi- 

bilities in  that  field  for  our  artillery  oflicers.  Despite  the  obso- 
lete character  of  much  of  it  there  certainly  were  some  results  as  well  as  moral  effect. 
But  the  infantry  defenses  of  the  enemy  may  have  seemed  particularly  effective. 

Post  schools  are  maintained  in  accordance  with  prescribed  reg- 
PoBt  schools.  ulations.     Sessions  are  held  in  due  season  five  days  in  the  week, 

the  sessions  averaging  from  one  to  three  hours  in  length.  Satis- 
factory progress  is  generally  reported.  The  accommodations,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
are  reported  sufiflcient. 

Post  exchanges  have  been  established  at  all  permanent  posts 

Post  exchanges.         and  their  operation,  so  far  as  reported,  appears  to  be  uniformly 

satisfactory;     The  large  dividends  given  a  few  organizations 

have  excited  some  adverse  criticism.     Although  some  attention  has  been  given  to 

the  subject  of  improved  accommodations  and  new  buildings  have  been  erected  for 

exchange  purposes,  there  yet  remains  much  to  be  done  iu  this  direction. 

The  number  of  employees  in  post  exchanges,  comprising  enlisted  men  on  extra 
duty  and  civilians,  ranges  from  1  to  10.  At  a  number  of  the  smaller  posts  the 
employees  consist  of  enlisted  men  exclusively  while  j  ust  the  reverse  is  true  at  some 
of  the  larger  ones,  so  that,  so  far  as  reported,  the  employees  seem  to  be  taken  almost 
in  equal  numbers  from  the  two  classes  named.  The  stewards  are  uniformly  reported 
properly  qualified,  competent,  and  satisfactory.  The  majority  of  the  stewards  are 
noncommissioned  oflicers,  some  of  whom  are  retired,  with  pay  ranging  from  $13  to 
$60  per  month.  Of  the  civilian  stewards  the  maximum  rate  of  compensation  per 
month,  as  reported,  is  $110.41,  and  the  minimum  $35.  The  average  per  cent  of  profit 
on  beer,  cigars,  and  other  articles  sold  in  the  exchange  remains  about  as  stated  in 
my  report  for  last  year. 

Some  volunteer  regiments  established  regimental  canteens,  or  gave  the  business  to 
some  private  party  with  a  certain  payment  or  percentage.  The  sutlers  in  the  civU 
war  perhaps  ga,ve  greater  variety  of  supplies  with  but  little  more  demoralization. 
The  law  authorizing  the  Subsistence  Department  to  supplant  the  sutler  seems  never 
to  have  performed  its  perfect  work,  either  for  regulars  or  volunteers.  The  days 
that  refreshing  lime  juice  and  effervescing  drinks  reached  the  trenches  at  Santiago 
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were  indeed  red-letter  days.    More  than  one  regiment  ran  a  dry  canteen  which  had 
nothing  demoralizing  about  it,  but  much  that  was  beneficial. 

quarteemastek's  department. 

The  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  posts  is 
generally  reported  most  excellent.  Stores  are  usually  reported  to  be  adequate  and 
of  good  quality  during  the  routine  of  peace. 

But  the  supply  of  teutage  has  not  been  sufficient  in  all  oases; 

Tentage.  the  quality  is  not  always  good.     The  dimensions  of  the  shelter 

tent  are  not  considered  by  some  to  be  sufficient  for  a  tall  man; 
the  material  is  also  criticised  as  not  being  sufficiently  waterproof.  A  change  of 
design  and  color  was  in  progress.  It  is  well  to  note  what  articles  should  be  accumu- 
lated for  mobilization,  as  the  quantity  in  commercial  markets  will  not  stand  a 
sudden  call  for  serviceable  quotations.  And  the  price  paid  before  and  after  war 
was  declared  was  interesting,  as,  say  for  canned  tomatoes. 

There  is  still  some  complaint  as  to  the  material  used  in  the 

Shoes.  army  shoe,  and  its  unsuitability  for  steady  marching.     Some  of 

those  purchased  for  the  war  were  particularly  inferior. 

Maj.  Philip  Eeade,  inspector-general  U.  S.  Volunteers,  remarks: 

"The  soil  of  Cuba  at  this  season  is  understood  to  be  damp.  This  means  swelled 
feet  and  the  consequent  Bufferings  incident  to  too  tight  shoes.  Perhaps  an  inner  sole 
of  light  cork  would  tend  to  palliate  the  excruciating  discomfort  of  corns,  enlarged 
joints,  etc.  Those  who  have  not  recourse  to  a  chiropodist  know  how  to  appreciate 
comfortable  foot  gear." 

Dress  coats  are  reported  as  wearing  white  at  the  shoulder  where 

Uniforms.  rubbed  by  the  rifle.    There  is  still  much  difference  of  opinion  as 

to  the  best  material  for  uniforms  in  the  Tropics.  Some  incline  to 
khaki,  others  maintain  that  woolen  is  the  only  fabric  that  meets  the  conditions. 
In  Cuba  the  extreme  variation  in  temperature  within  the  twenty-four  hours  makes 
woolen  clothes  of  a  proper  weight  a  great  desideratum  for  some  persons,  but  it  is  also 
beyond  dispute  that  the  woolen  uniform  now  issued  is  entirely  too  heavy  for  service 
in  the  Tropics. 

The  brown  clothing  now  issued,  owing  to  the  sudden  emergency,  no  doubt,  is  badly 
cut  and  made,  particularly  the  coats — they  are  too  narrow  across  the  chest  and  the 
collars  badly  put  on. 

There  has  been  some  complaint  of  the  quality  of  the  hats,  trousers,  and  leggings. 
Perhaps  a  grass-colored  helmet  should  be  issued  to  troops  serving  in  the  Tropics. 

Maj.  Philip  Reade,  inspector-general  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reports  concernmg  insignia 
and  ponchos: 

"Insignia. — Badges  or  insignia  should  be  required  to  be  worn  on  the  left  side  of 
campaign  hats  by  all  persons  in  the  military  service.  Owing  to  the  fore-and-aft 
crease,  the  front  is  not  the  best  place  to  wear  campaign-hat  devices;  the  ends  stick 
out  and  catch.  At  Mobile  the  Fourth  Corps  drilled,  etc.,  in  dark-blue  shirts  with- 
out blouses;  at  Tampa  tbe  Fifth  Corps  did  the  same.  All  officers  and  men  wore  the 
campaign  hat,  but  devoid  of  anything  to  show  arms  of  the  service,  corps,  division, 
organization,  or  rank.  Such  uniformity  is  too  uniform.  It  is  inconsistent  with  a 
profession  where  rank,  grade,  organization,  arms,  etc.,  is  supposed  to  be  indicated 
by  insignia  rendering  it  possible  to  tell  a  general  from  a  private.  It  is  recommended 
that  the  wearing  of  such  be  permitted  in  yellow  silk  upon  the  collar  of  the  dark-blue 
flannel  shirt,  and  that  metal  or  other  device,  fabric  even,  be  required  upon  the  cam- 
paign hat.     *     *     * 

"During  the  assault  upon  and  battle  of  San  Juan  some  of  our  officers  wore  their 
Bwords.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  regimental  commander  of  the  Sixth  United 
States  Infantry  ordered  the  officers  of  that  regiment  to  then  wear  their  swords.  I 
renew  recommendation  made  in  a  previous  report  at  this  time  and  in  this  connection. 
It  is  this,  that  officers  have  worked  in  yellow  silk  or  white  silk  on  the  shirt  collar 
insignia  indicative  of  rank,  arm  of  service,  or  corps.  A  shirt  so  marked  will  wash. 
If  the  device  be  worked  in  gold  or  silver  bullion  or  be  a  metallic  attachment,  it  can 
not  be  washed.  I  also  recommend  that  there  be  required  to  be  worn  by  all  officers 
below  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  on  the  left  side  of  the  hat  device  showing 
uniformly  not  only  the  arm  of  service  and  organization  and  rank  of  the  wearer,  but 
also  his  corps,  division,  and  brigade.  Identification  is  necessary  even  in  Cuba.  The 
device  should  not  be  conspicuous. 

"  Ponchos. — The  slit,  if  too  large,  sluices  rain  water  inside  instead  of  outside  the 
body  of  the  soldier.  An  elastic  31  collar  attachment  would  tend  to  reduce  to  a 
minimum  this  discomfort." 

B'or  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  country  a  force  of  over 

Transportation  on  16,000  men  was  transported  several  hundred  miles  across  the  sea 
tlie  sea.  to  a  foreign  shore.     Having  no  transport  service,  it  became  neces- 

sary to  hire  vessels,  which  naturally  were  somewhat  unsuited  for 
the  purpose,  and  much  discomfort  and  some  suffering  resulted.    The  captain  and  ciew 
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were  engaged  with  each  vessel,  and,  from  causes  incident  to  the  situation,  occasion- 
ally friction  was  developed  between  the  captain  of  the  vessel  and  the  commander  of 
the  troops  aboard,  which  interfered  seriously  in  some  cases  with  the  prompt  accom- 
plishment of  the  task  imposed  upon  the  military  commander. 

It  seems  apparent  that  in  view  of  future  movement  of  troops,  made  necessary  by 
our  changing  national  policy,  that  a  transport  system  will  have  to  be  organized,  and 
we  must  avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  of  such  countries  as  have  had  experience 
in  that  field.  One  thing  seems  to  have  been  demonstrated,  viz,  that  something  far 
better  and  more  evenly  good  than  anything  we  ever  had  is  greatly  needed,  and  it 
should  have  an  organization  giving  a  responsible  officer  on  every  transport,  and  ade- 
quate means  of  intercommunication  between  the  fleet  and  with  the  shore,  and,  if  nec- 
essary to  attain  this,  that  the  Navy  should  have  control  of  this  important  service,  if 
that  Department  is  entirely  able  to  meet  the  new  condition;  and  it  alone  could 
probably  act  as  convoy.  No  unnecessary  sluggishness  nor  inefficiency  is  endurable 
in  such  matters. 

No  fact  has  been  again  more  clearly  and  forcibly  demonstrated 

Land  transportation. by  recent  operations  than  the  absolute  dependence  of  successful 

military  movements  upon  a  well-organized  transportation  service. 

The  narrow  margin  which  existed   in  Cuba,  and  the  appalling  possibilities  ever 

present,  should  never  be  forgotten,  and  the  lesson  there  taught  indelibly  impressed 

upon  those  responsible  for  future  operations. 

The  use  of  wheeled  transportation  in  new  and  undeveloped  countries,  without 
roads,  is  naturally  limited ;  and  it  is  of  prime  importance  that  pack  trains  be  organ- 
ized, and  that  some  system  be  devised  by  which  the  Government  can  have  trained 
civilian  teamsters  and  packers.  The  transportation  of  an  army  may  within  a  week 
be  rendered  unserviceable  by  untrained  employees.  Soldiers  should  not  be  taken 
from  the  firing  line  for  this  purpose  if  they  were  fit,  which  they  often  are  not. 
What  was  said  in  prior  annual  reports  has  gained  added  significance  recently  in  this 
line. 

Wheeled  transportation  at  posts  is  reported  generally  ade- 

Transportati o  n  at  quate  and  properly  cared  for,  so  far  as  the  facilities  will  permit. 
posts.  It  is  not  properly  housed  at  a  few  of  the  posts,  owing  to  the  lack  of 

suitable  sheds.  The  public  animals  are  reported  good  and  suita- 
ble. Quartermasters  report  the  need  of  additional  mules  at  a  number  of  posts. 
The  quality  of  the  forage  and  fuel  Is  generally  reported  from  fair  to  excellent.  This 
transportation  was  hurried  to  the  front;  and  the  importance  of  having  a  liberal 
supply  and  trained  employees  for  these  emergencies  of  war  can  not  be  over  estimated. 
The  average  number  of  civilian  employees  at  posts,  so  far  as 

Civil  employees.         reported,  range  from  1  to  27,  and  the  pay  from  $15  to  $150  per 
month,  the  former  being  the  rate  of  compensation  for  a  scavenger 
and  the  latter  for  a  guide.     The  number  of  enlisted  men  receiving  extra-duty  pay 
appears  to  average  about  20  to  a  post. 

In  regard  to  this  subject  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  U.  S. 

Indemnity  fund.        Volunteers,  inspector-general,  reports  from  Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Ga.,  June  2, 1898: 

"In  the  arrival  and  departure  of  troops  from  this  park  and  the  maneuvers  neces- 
sary for  their  instruction,  crops  and  fencing  of  adjacent  farms  are  sometimes  slightly 
damaged.  The  payment  of  such  damage  is  in  Europe  recognized  as  part  of  the 
expenses  necessary  for  the  instruction  and  maintenance  of  an  army.  Can  not  $1,000 
of  the  emergency  fund  or  of  such  other  appropriation  as  is  available  be  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  General  Brooke's  staff  for  such  purpose? 
Payment  and  fair  settlement  of  such  petty  claims  will  produce  a  good  effect." 

As  there  are  no  funds  available  for  the  payment  of  such  claims,  it  is  recommended 
that  this  subject  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congress  for  the  necessary  legisla- 
tion. The  damages  inflicted  are  generally  trifling  in  character,  and  if  immediately 
paid  would  be  an  act  of  justice,  insure  the  good  will  of  the  farmers,  and  avoid  the 
tedious  procedures  and  endless  paper  work  usually  necessary  in  the  endeavor  to 
effect  a  settlement. 

SUBSISTENCE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  quality  of  subsistence  stores  furnished  at  posts  is  generally  reported  satisfac- 
tory, and  the  administration  of  affairs  appears  to  be  in  capable,  zealous  hands.  The 
average  cost  of  one  ration  appears  to  be  about  13  cents. 

W  hile  the  ration  issued  the  United  States  soldier  complies  with 
The  ration.  scientific  requirements  as  to  food  value,  it  is  none  the  less  true, 

apparently,  that  the  recent  experience  has  demonstrated  that 
its  component  parts  should  be  changed  to  meet  the  new  conditions  of  service. 

As  the  ration  is  fixed  by  law,  it  will  require  legislation  to  introduce  reform  in  this 
regard. 


MAJOE-GENERAL   COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  617 

Articles  required  by  a  convalescing  patient  suffering  from  fever 

Special  articles.  and  stomach  diseases  must  be  added.  Althougli  the  law  requires 
the  Subsistence  Department  to  keep  and  to  sell  on  credit  certain 
articles  to  ofSoers  and  to  soldiers  when  not  regularly  paid,  it  was  not  uniformly  done 
to  any  great  extent  during  the  recent  operations,  and  it  worked  great  hardships  to 
the  soldiers,  and  led  to  their  purchase  from  ill-regulated  venders  of  deleterious  arti- 
cles. The  spirit  of  the  law  authorizing  the  Subsistence  Department  to  supplant  the 
sutler  and  furnish  comforts  for  the  soldiers  is  one  of  the  most  considerate,  liberal, 
and  economical,  in  a  true  sense,  on  the  statute  book.  Its  execution  in  the  same 
spirit  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  Army.  The  attitude  of  this  Department,  it 
is  believed,  is  strongly  in  favor  of  affording  the  soldier,  in  and  out  of  the  field,  every 
fair  opportunity  to  supply  his  just  wants  on  proper  payment,  by  cash  or  credit,  as 
the  law  directs.  The  objection  urged,  when  the  articles  were  on  hand,  was  that  it 
entailed  too  much  clerical  work.  This  should  cut  no  figure  when  men  are  in  urgent 
need  of  necessities. 

The  travel  ration  as  now  constituted  is  not  altogether  suited  to 

The  travel  ration,      use  by  soldiers  traveling  on  the  sea,  or  even  for  long  journeys  on 

land.     The  roast  beef  furnished  is  unsightly  and  soon  unpalatable, 

and  it  sometimes  becomes  repulsive  in  the  tropics  to  the  average  man.    It  would  be 

well  to  consult  the  naval  food  list  in  the  preparation  of  a  travel  ration  for  use  on 

transports. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  reports  of  Maj.  Philip  Eeade,  inspector-general 
XJ.  S.  Volunteers,  are  submitted  in  this  connection : 

"  Travel  ration. — This  command  has  officially  subsisted  upon  the  travel  ration  for 
ten  days — that  is  to  say,  an  uncounted  number  of  men  have  received  nutriment 
solely  from  the  constituent  articles  and  specified  amounts  of  certain  comestibles  since 
the  receipt  of  the  order  from  competent  authority.  This  food  issue  has  included 
canned  roast  beef — probably  brawn — a  most  welcome  addition  to  the  canned  corned 
beef  and  beans  to  which  the  men  were  previously  confined. 

"  Inquiries  among  the  company  commanders  develop  one  uniform  recommenda- 
tion, viz,  that  a  desiccated  vegetable  or  fruit,  'bowel  opener,'  be  added  to  the  ration 
for  the  benefit  of  the  costive.     In  this  I  concur. 

"  Cooking  utensils. — The  Twenty- fourth  United  States  Infantry  does  not  possess  a 
camp  kettle,  neither  does  the  Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry.  There  are  only  2 
camp  kettles  in  the  Tenth  United  States  Infantry.  When  the  men  receive  their 
unground  coffee  they  pulverize  it  in  their  tin  cups,  using  the  butt  end  of  a  hunting 
knife  as  a  pestle.  The  operation  is  tiresome,  requires  patience,  and  ends  in  the 
destruction  of  the  tin  cups.  The  men  have  nothing  to  grind  their  coffee  in.  All  of 
the  tin  tomato  cans  and  meat  cans  are  used  to  boil  water  in.  The  men  have  no 
camp  or  cooking  utensils.  A  heavy  percentage  of  the  time  of  each  individual  soldier 
is  absorbed  in  cooking  his  own  meals.  It  is  recommended  that  ground  coffee  be  issued 
to  troops  situated  as  the  command  is.  As  a  rule,  officers  are  less  well  provided  for 
than  the  men;  this  because,  under  the  order  of  the  corps  commander,  they  were 
not  permitted  to  take  valises,  etc.,  with  them  when  they  left  the  transports.  It 
was  expected  that  necessary  baggage  of  officers  would  follow  them  ashore.  In  some 
cases  this  was  done,  but  plunderers  looted  baggage.  No  officer  of  the  First  Division 
staff  carried  away  from  Siboney  any  blankets,  poncho,  mackintosh,  hammock,  shelter 
tent,  canteen,  haversack,  or  rations  other  than  that  packed  upon  his  horse  or  slung 
about  his  person.  When  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  left  Sibo- 
ney members  of  the  regiment  carried  only  ammunition,  haversack,  rifle,  one-half 
shelter  tent,  poncho,  and  three  days'  rations.    No  blankets  have  since  been  received. 

"  Citric  aoid. — The  issue,  or,  if  not  that,  the  sale  by  the  Subsistence  Department  to 
officers  and  enlisted  men  of  citric  acid  in  small  air  and  water  tight  packages  is 
recommended.  Either  the  crystal  or  powdered  form  is  to  be  preferred.  Cholera 
germs  can  not  live  in  citric  acid  solution.  Either  with  or  without  sugar  it  forms  a 
palatable  drink." 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  condition  of  posts  in  respect  to  sanitation  ranges  from  qviestionable  to  excel- 
leut,  the  latter  predominating.  A  large  majority  of  the  hospitals  are  reported  as 
being  properly  equipped  and  of  sufficient  capacity.  Some  of  them  have  not  yet  been 
supplied  with  operating  rooms  and  laboratories. 

Owing  to  many  perhaps  unavoidable  causes,  includiiig  methods  of  transportation, 
the  supply  of  medicines  was  said  occasionally  to  be  limited  in  variety  or  quantity 
at  the  front. 

Moving  the  wounded  and  sick  to  the  rear  and  to  the  hospitals  was  tedious  and 
difficult  for  the  want  of  a  proper  transport  service,  and  the  army  wagon  is  not  easy 
for  wounded  men  over  rough  fords  and  washed-out  roads.  This  question  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  and  will  undoubtedly  receive  the  attention  it  deserves.    It  was 
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demonstrated  clearly  that  the  number  of  stewards  and  trained  hospital-corps  men 
is  far  too  limited,  and  the  law  does  not  specifically  recognize  and  provide  the  num- 
ber and  stilled  nurses  needed  in  hospitals  for  volunteers.  The  demands,  owing  to 
the  hardships  of  service,  in  a  strange  and  deadly  climate  and  the  exigencies  of  the 
situation  certainly  require  that  the  Medical  Department  should  receive  the  most 
liberal  consideration  in  means,  men,  and  money  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  provide  and  care  for  the  sick  and  wounded  in  a  manner  befitting  a 
great  and  resourceful  nation.  The  supply  table  had  just  been  revised  and  the  per- 
centage of  deaths  to  sick  and  wounded  seemed  small,  though  so-called  preventable 
diseases  were  hardly  prevented  entirely.  Hospital  service  is  evidently  as  much  a 
specialty  as  artillery,  or  more ;  and  should  be  as  definitely  and  adequately  provided 
for  in  law.  The  Constitution  gives  Congress  the  power  to  raise  and  maintain  armies ; 
and  in  these  days  the  Medical  Department  is  an  essential  part  of  an  army  and  can 
not  be  disregarded  with  impunity  or  without  reproach. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  care  and  condition  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  at  posts  are  generally 
reported  satisfactory.  Magazines  are  not  suitable  or  properly  located  in  all  cases. 
The  usual  minor  defects  have  been  developed.  The  bayonet  has  been  reported  as 
being  heavy,  clumsy,  not  easily  fixed,  and  not  well  adapted  as  an  intrenching  tool. 
The  recent  opportunity  for  the  substitution  of  practice  for  theory  in  active  opera- 
tions against  a  foreign  foe,  under  some  adverse  conditions,  even  in  arms,  has  probably 
disclosed  some  important  defects  whfoh  will  receive  the  consideration  they  deserve. 
Maj.  Philip  Eeade,  inspector-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  remarks  on  the  care  of 
arms  and  accouterments  aboard  ship  as  follows: 

"  The  oxidation  of  all  metallic  portions  of  a  soldier's  equipment  after  a  sea  voyage, 
protracted  as  this  has  been,  or  at  least  aboard  ship,  9th  to  29th  instant,  a  period  of 
fifteen  days  and  not  yet  concluded,  suggests  that  the  Ordnance  Department  be 
requested  to  supply,  say,  Belmontyle  or  other  oil  to  prevent  rusting  and  consequent 
injury  to  rifle  boxes,  etc.  Belmontyle  oil  is  not  a  lubricant;  it  preserves  iron  and 
Bieel  from  rusting  just  as  blue  ointment,  as  used  by  the  Medical  Department,  pre- 
serves steel  surgical  instruments  from  being  affected  by  exposure." 

It  is  believed  that  special  attention  should  be  called  to  the  gen- 
Intrenching  tools,  eral  absence  of  intrenching  tools  as  a  regular  part  of  the  equipment 
of  troops,  though  this  nation,  in  the  war  of  the  rebellioii,  brought 
the  use  of  hasty  intrenchments  into  such  prominence  as  to  materially  affect  the  tac- 
tics and  strategy  of  its  armies.  If  the  use  of  the  bayonet  or  other  makeshifts  for 
this  purpose  was  formerly  adequate,  it  is  no  longer  so.  The  modern  shelter  trench 
for  skirmishers  is  normally  2i  feet  in  thickness  for  protection  against  the  penetra- 
tion of  modern  small  arms,  and  this  would  seem  to  require  the  use  of  a  tool  specially 
adapted  for  the  purpose  required,  and  the  peculiarly  admirable  trenches  of  the  Span- 
iards about  Santiago  were  not  the  work  of  tyros  nor  indicative  of  makeshift  tools. 
But  so  patent  has  this  need  become  that  one  young  company  commander  is  said  to 
have  purchased  mason's  trowels  at  Tampa  for  the  use  of  his  company  in  Cuba. 

Suitable  tools  for  cutting   barbed-wire  fences,  which  were 
Cutting  tools.  largely  used  by  the  Spanish  in  their  warfare,  deserve  consider- 

ation in  the  equipment  of  the  soldier. 
Maj.  Philip  Eeade,  inspector-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  remarks: 
"The  purchase  of  short-handled  hand  axes  for  issue  to  troops  and  use  in  cutting 
through  wire  fences,  and  for  other  purposes,  is  also  recommended.     Wire  entangle- 
ments play  an  important  part  in  Cuba.  *     * 

"I  have  not  heretofore  spoken  much  about  the  barbed- wire  fences  and  barbed-wire 
entanglements  of  the  Spanish.  They  are  exasperatingly  common.  In  addition  to 
barricades  of  trenches  filled  with  earth  which  blockaded  our  way  through  the  nar- 
row streets  of  Santiago,  barbed  wire  was  crisscrossed  in  many  places.  The  Spaniards 
have  shown  themselves  adepts  in  this  kind  of  defense,  and  I  reiterate  my  former 
recommendation  that  each  infantry  soldier  be  issued  a  short-handled  ax— not  a 
hatchet,  but  an  ax — to  be  slung  and  worn  over  his  hip.  The  metallic  portion  of  the 
ax  should  be  sheathed  in  leather;  the  helve  should  not  be." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  call  attention  to  the  vital  importance  of 
Powder.  smokeless  powder  for  field  guns  and  for  small  arms,  as  it  is  under- 

stood that  the  Ordnance  Department  is  now  prepared  to  furnish 
it  in  sufficient  quantity  for  both. 

The  work  of  the  Gatling-gun  battery  and  the  Colt's  automatic 

Machine  gune.  machine  gun  on  the  firing  line  before  Santiago  demonstrated  the 

value  of  such  fire,  and  this  type  of  gun  should  not  be  omitted 

from  future  schemes  of  organization.     Eapid-fire  field  guns  are  doubtless  regarded 

as  essential. 
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The  militia  should  be  armed  at  the  earliest  practicable  date 
Small  arms.  with  the  same  arms  as  the  Regular  Army.     While  the  Krag-Jor- 

genson  seems  to  have  given  general  satisfaction,  there  are  others 
who  consider  the  Mauser  the  better  type  of  gun  for  military  uses.  The  havoc  played 
in  our  ranks  certainly  demonstrates  its  efficiency  and  gave  incontestible  proof  of  its 
possibilities  iu  the  hands  of  a  trained  marksman,  and  its  smaller  caliber  in  no  wise 
seemed  to  injure  its  practical  efficiency. 

The  opinion  is  growing  that  fair  leather  should  be  substituted 
Horse  equipments,     for  black  in. the  manufacture  of  horse  equipments  for  cavalry 
and  light  artillery. 

CAMP  FOLLOWBRS. 

Maj.  D.M.White,  inspector-general,  Volunteers,  remarks  as  follows: 
"     "     *     *     In  this  connection  I  have  paid  especial  attention  to  sutlers  or  keepers 
of  stands  and  booths  who  infest  all  our  camps.     I  have  rigidly  exacted  of  them  that 
they  shall  keep  their  places  of  business  clean  and  thoroughly  policed  at  all  times, 
although  they  are  located  on  private  ground. 

"In  my  opinion  the  cause  of  more  sickness  in  the  Army  can  be  traced  directly  to 
these  filthy,  irresponsible  venders  than  from  any  and  all  other  causes  combined. 
They  make  more  trouble,  and  it  requires  more  work  to  make  them  keep  their  places 
in  order  than  it  does  to  keep  all  the  military  camps  in  proper  condition,  and  some 
system  should  be  enforced  by  proper  military  authority  whereby  these  camp  followers 
can  he  more  easily  controlled  and  the  health  of  the  Army  protected.  As  it  is  now  it 
is  a  bluff  game.  The  only  way  I  have  been  able  to  control  and  restrain  these  people 
is  by  giving  them  to  understand  that  unless  the  required  standard  of  cleanliness  is 
maintained  I  would  have  guards  placed  about  their  places  and  that  no  soldier  would 
be  allowed  to  approach  their  stand  and  trade  with  them.  By  '  eternal  vigilance'  in 
this  way  all  such  places  have  been  kept  fairly  clean.  By  some  means  these  hangers- 
on,  army  leeches,  ought  to  be  brought  under  and  made  to  feel  the  divine  goodness  and 
wholesome  theology  of  military  discipline,  to  be  made  to  comprehend  that  cleanliness  is 
Godliness,  and.  that  without  this  they  can  not  trade  within  or  around  a  military  camp," 


Appendix  E. 
inspections  and  condemnations. 

1.  Unserviceable  Property. 

The  number  of  inventory  and  inspection  reports  received  at  this  office  to  June  30, 
1898,  reached  1,592,  139  less  than  in  the  year  1897.  Seventy-four  per  cent,  or  1,177, 
were  acted  on  by  officers  of  this  department,  and  415,  26  per  cent,  by  special  inspec- 
tors designated  for  the  work.  Last  year  83  per  cent  of  the  inspections  of  property 
were  made  by  officers  connected  with  the  department. 

The  number  of  articles  contained  in  these  reports,  including  units  of  weights  and 
measures,  was  1,779,870,'  with  an  approximate  value,  when  new,  of  $1,706,014.93. 
The  amount  condemned  of  the  above  sum  was,  from  the  fairest  estimate  possible, 
$914,689.83,  leaving  articles  valued  originally  at  about  $791 ,345. 10  as  the  amount  rec- 
ommended retained  in  service.  The  total  amount  inspected  last  year  had  an  approx- 
imate original  cost  of  $2,459,251.61.  The  decrease  this  year  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  no  large  inspection,  such  as  was  made  at  Augusta  Arsenal  in  May,  1896,  and 
included  in  last  year's  figures,  occurred  this  year;  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the 
Army,  and  to  the  fact  that  few  posts  were  inspected,  partially  owing  to  the  change 
from  the  district  system  of  inspections  back  to  the  old  system  of  geographical 
departments. 

The  condemnation  of  subsistence  stores  for  the  year  amounted  to  $2,493.56,  against 
$2,398.66  last  year.  Eighty-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  of  pota- 
toes were  condemned  during  the  year,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  these  inspections 
of  potatoes  are  confined  to  posts  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  XTnited  States,  such 
as  Bayard,  Clark,  Grant,  Ringgold,  Houston,  etc.,  and  the  potatoes  are  seldom  in 
service  a  month.  Possibly  it  would  be  better  to  ship  such  articles  as  potatoes  and 
onions  in  smaller  quantities,  and,  if  necessary,  make  the  shipments  more  frequent. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  inspections  of  engineer  property  took  place  during 
the  year,  all  of  which  were  made  by  officers  of  this  department.  Last  year  there 
were  173  inspections.  It  is  estimated  that  the  original  cost  of  this  class  of  property 
eliminated  from  the  service  was  $317,201.12,  and  about  $8,300  worth  was  retained  in 
service.  Very  few  inspections  of  this  class  of  property  have  been  made  since  the 
latter  part  of  April. 
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To  June  30, 1898,  48  inspection  reports  of  18  diflferent  organizations  of  the  Tolunteer 
forces  were  received  at  tliis  office.  Forty-three  of  these  were  of  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores,  and  contained,  among  other  articles,  2,583  rifles,  mostly  Springfields  of 
the  models  of  1873  and  1884;  295  bayonets,  1,521  bayonet  scabbards,  and  9  revolvers, 
which  were  considered  by  inspectors  as  obsolete  and  not  fit  for  service,  and  were 
recommended  to  be  turned  into  arsenals  for  remodeling  and  repairs.  Four  inspec- 
tions were  made  of  quartermaster's  supplies,  and  consisted  of  tentage,  etc.,  which 
had  been  in  service  for  a  long  period  (some  since  1889)  with  the  State  militia,  aud 
had  become  worn  out.  One  inspection  was  received  of  subsistence  stores  consisting 
of  1,088  pounds  of  bacon,  which  was  received  at  Camp  Merritt,  Cal.,  in  bad  con- 
dition. These  are  but  the  forerunners  of  what  must  be  expected  fairly  for  the 
current  fiscal  year. 

The  proverbial  silence  of  law  in  war  times  may  warrant  republishing  those  con- 
cerning the  inspection  of  money  and  property  by  this  Department,  and  especially  to 
the  safe  principle  that  no  individuals  nor  corps  will  destroy  nor  dispose  of  money  nor 
property  committed  to  their  care  without  the  prior  scrutiny  and  official  recommen- 
dation of  a  duly  authorized  outsider.  The  tendency  to  disregard  this  necessarily 
leads  to  extravagance  and  possible  irregularities,  and  can,  of  course,  be  prevented 
from  growing. 

The  laws  in  question  are  as  follows,  and  that  pertaining  to  property  inspection  is 
explicitly  supplemented  by  Army  Regulations,  878,  in  that  it  requires  that  officers 
designated  for  the  inspection  of  public  property  shall  not  be  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  staff  department,  corps,  post,  or  particular  organization  to  which  the  prop- 
erty inspected  pertains,  except  in  cases  of  unserviceable  public  animals  or  of  small 
quantities  of  subsistence  stores,  and  then  only  if  delay  would  entail  a  loss  to  the 
Government.  The  questionable  methods  resorted  to  under  any  other  system  and 
obscurity  thrown  upon  accounts  is  probably  easily  recognized. 

A!N  ACT  to  authorize  the  sale  of  unserviceable  ordnance,  arras,  and  military  stores. 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
to  be  sold  any  ordnance,  arms,  ammunition,  or  other  military  stores,  or  subsistence 
or  medical  supplies,  which  upon  proper  inspection  or  survey  shall  appear  to  be 
damaged  or  otherwise  unsuitable  for  the  public  service,  whenever,  in  his  opinion, 
the  sale  of  such  unserviceable  stores  will  be  advantageous  to  the  public  service. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  inspection  or  survey  of  the  unserviceable  stores  shall  be  made  by 
an  inspector-general,  or  such  other  oiflcer  or  officers  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may 
appoint  for  that  purpose;  aud  the  sales  shall  be  made  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.     (Approved,  March  3,  1825. ) 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  the  disbursements  of  appropriations  made  by  officers  of  the 

Army. 

Be  it  enacted  T>y  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Eepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause 
frequent  inquiries  to  be  made  as  to  the  necessity,  economy,  and  propriety  of  all  dis- 
bursements made  by  disbursing  officers  of  the  Army,  and  as  to  their  strict  con- 
formity to  the  law  appropriating  the  money ;  also  to  ascertain  whether  the  disbursing 
officers  of  the  Army  comply  with  the  law  in  keepingtheir  accounts  and  making  their 
deposits;  such  inquiries  to  be  made  by  officers  of  the  inspection  department  of  the 
Army,  or  others  detailed  for  that  purpose:  Provided,  That  no  olificer  so  detailed  shall 
be  in  any  way  connected  with  the  department  or  corps  making  the  disbursement. 

Skc.  2.  That  the  reports  of  such  inspections  shall  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to 
Congress  with  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretarv  of  War.  (Approved,  April  20, 
1874.) 

2.  PuB!  1     Animals. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  a  total  of  267  inspection  reports  of  public 
animals  were  received,  93  of  draft  animals  and  174  of  cavalry  and  artillery  horses. 

They  contained  322  mules,  47  draft  horses,  710  cavalry  horses,  and  54  artillery 
horses,  a  total  of  1,133  animals.  Of  this  number  16  mules,  60  cavalry  and  3  artillery 
horses  were  retained  in  service,  leaving  306  mules,  47  draft  horses,  650  cavalry  horses, 
and  51  artillery  horses,  a  total  of  1,054  animals,  as  the  number  condemned.  This, 
of  course,  is  but  a  small  part  of  what  someone  must  act  upon  before  the  affairs 
of  this  war  are  wound  up. 

Table  No.  1,  herewith  appended,  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made  by  both 
regular  and  special  inspectors  of  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  in  each  of  the  organi- 
zations. It  shows  that  the  Seventh  Cavalry  had  the  largest  number,  110,  condemned, 
and  the  Ninth  the  smallest,  27 ;  while  in  the  artillery  the  Fifth  had  the  largest  number. 
15,  aud  the  Third  the  smallest,  4. 
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Special  inspectors,  assigned  by  local  authorities,  seem  to  have  inspected  144  more 
horses  than  the  officers  designated  by  title  under  the  law  for  this  duty,  while  the 
per  cent  retained  by  the  special  inspectors  was  but  3.5,  against  15.5  for  the  regular 
inspectors,  which  is  possibly  an  evidence  of  the  skill  or  care  shown  by  the  latter 
inspectors  in  this  class  of  work,  which  comes  from  constant  experience  and  famil- 
iarity with  the  duty. 

The  total  value  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  eliminated  from  the  service 
during  the  fiscal  year,  as  shown  by  the  reports  received  to  June  30,  1898,  was 
$90,771.41— $82,589.46  in  the  cavalry  and  $8,181.95  in  the  artillery.  Last  year's  fig- 
ures were  $93,599.12  and  $18,406.18,  respectively. 

The  averase  age,  at  condemnation,  of  609  horses  out  of  650  in  the  cayalry  was  13.37 
years,  and  in  the  artillery  51  animals  showed  an  average  age  of  10.77  years.  The 
horses  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry  reached  an  average  age  of  nearly  15J  years  before  con- 
demnation, while  those  of  the  Third  were  only  10^  years  old.  One  horse  in  the  Sixth 
Cavalry  attained  the  age  of  28.    Three  horses  were  condemned  at  4  years  of  age. 

Sixteen  horses  in  the  cavalry  and  2  in  the  artillery  were  reported  to  have  seen  less 
than  a  year's  service.  The  average  length  of  service  of  450  horses  in  the  cavalry  and 
42  in  the  artillery  (excluding  those  of  less  than  a  year  and  those  for  which  the  data 
was  not  given)  is  6.60  years  and  5.29  years,  respectively.  This  shows  a  gain  in  cav- 
alry of  about  a  half  a  year  and  a  loss  in  artillery  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  year 
over  the  previous  year,  and  for  the  time  that  this  data  has  been  ascertained  the 
length  of  service  has  been  surprisingly  close  to  6  years. 

Old  age,  of  course,  predominates  as  the  given  cause,  and  the  per  cent  of  condem- 
nations in  cavalry  for  the  past  three  years  is  as  follows:  1896,22;  1897,19;  and  1898, 
23.    Chronic  lameness  is  given  as  the  next  largest  cause,  with  about  17  per  cent. 

Further  improvement  is  noted  in  regard  to  the  condemnation  of  vicious  and 
unmanageable  animals,  only  34  being  condemned  for  those  causes  this  year.  Pos- 
sibly this  indicates  more  care  being  taken  with  the  training  of  the  animal,  or  that 
less  "  range  animals"  are  being  purchased. 

Special  attention  is  invited  to  tables  herewith,  for  further  details  in  regard  to 
cavalry  and  artiller.y  horses. 

Table  No.  1.  — Horses  inspected  and  condemned  in  each  regiment. 
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38 
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54 

3 

51 
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57 
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262 
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3.5 
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764 

63 
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Table  No.  2. — Causes  of  condemnation. 
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Table  No.  2. — Causes  of  conde^nnation — Contmued. 
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Table  ITo.  2. — Causes  of  condemnation — Continued. 
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Table  No.  3. — Original  coat,  age,  and  length  of  service  of  horses  condemned. 
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3 

6 
2 
2 
1 

"e' 
5 
2 
3 
2 

2 
2 
5 
4 
3 
7 
2 
6 
3 
1 

1 
5 
1 
5 
1 
1 
6 
2 
4 
6 

5 
6 
1 
9 
6 
3 
10 
1 
2 
4 

1 
6 
2 
5 
6 
3 

1 

"5' 

3 

Third 

1    - 

.      4 
.      1 

Fourtli       

4 

Fifth 

4 

1    . 

1    : 

.      9 

8 

4 

Seventh 

0 

2 

Ifiiith      

3 

Tenth 

..- 

i       5 

4 

9 

Total            

650 

82,589.46 

3 

)     29 

48 

41 

39 

36 

38 

29 

35 

31 

47 

37 

SS 

Artillery  regiments : 
First 

12 

8 

4 

12 

15 

1,996.75 
1,301.25 
510.95 
2,016.75 
2,  356.  25 

..- 

I    .... 

1 
3 

1 

"3 

2 
.... 

'"2 

2 
1 

1 
1 

"2 
"3 

■  — 

1 

1 

.... 

2 

'"3' 

.... 

1 

1 

"3' 

1 

1 

Third 

.     1 
I    .... 
-     4 

1 

Pifth             

51 

8, 181.  96 

2       6 

8 

6 

6 

5 

5 

3 

1 

1 

5 

fl 

Num- 
ber. 

Original 
cost. 

Age  -when  condemned — years. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

26 

27 

28 

«4 

Aver- 
age. 

Cavalry  regiments : 
First 

44 
74 
35 
78 
50 
99 
110 
65 
27 
68 

$5,578,09 
9, 579.  57 
4,  460. 15 

10. 075. 84 
6,622.27 

12,507.54 

14,590.31 
7, 977. 30 
3,325.50 
7,872.89 

3 

2 

2 
3 

2 
3 
1 
3 

1 
2 

2 
1 
1 
3 

i' 

'2 
1 

B 

3' 

1 

1 
"2 

"2 

1 

"2 

"'3' 

"2 
1 

.... 

;::: 

"'i 

.... 

2 
.... 

.... 

.... 
.... 

.... 

--.. 

2 
8 
6 

"i' 

20 
"3' 

12.79 

13.08 

10.48 

9 

12 
8 
7 
6 
4 
7 

3 
3 

'ii' 

9 
"I' 

13.28 

Fifth 

16.41 

Siith         

11.59 

13.89 

Eighth  

13.71 

Kinth 

15.26 

Tenth 

13.88 

650 

82, 589. 46 

1,996.75 
1,301.25 
510.96 
2,016.75 
2,356.25 

68 

1 
.... 

35 

19 

10 

'i' 

8 

7 

2 

5 

3 

1 

1 

41 

13.37 

Artallery  regiments : 
First 

12 
8 
4 
12 
15 

11.92 

9.60 

Third 

7.50 

Fonrtfa 

14.08 

Fifth 

.... 

.... 

8.73 

Total 

51 

8,181.96 

2 

1 









10.77 

1 

_ 

_ 





_ 



_ 

_ 

Average  cost  cavalry  horse,  $127.06;  average  cost  artillery  horse,  $160.43. 


Num- 
ber. 

Original 

cost. 

Length  of  service — years. 

Less 
than  a 
year. 

1 

2 

7 
7 
1 
5 

"u' 

3 
5 

1 
2 

3 

2 
5 
4 
1 
6 
1 
7 
2 

"3' 

4 

1 
2 
4 

2 
8 
3 
3 
3 

5 

6 

7 

1 
5 

8 

2 
1 

9 

6 

4 
2 
2 
1 
2 

10 
4 
1 

11 

10 

Cavalry  regimenta : 

44 
74 
35 
78 
50 
99 
110 
68 
27 
68 

$5, 678. 09 
9,579.67 
4,460.15 

10,  075.  84 
6,622.27 

12,507.54 

14,590.31 
7,977.30 
3,  325.  50 
7,  872. 89 

1 

""2 

2 
1 

1 
5 

2 
10 
9 
5 
1 
10 
3 
6 

2 
6 
3 
1 
4 
8 
6 

"3' 

6 

6 

Third 

Fourth 

5 
1 
4 
7 
3 
1 
3 

14 
4 
4 
8 
2 
1 
3 

1 
5 
1 
8 
8 
1 
2 

2 

Fifth              

4 

Sixth 

3 

Seventh                   

4 

Eighth 

1 

Ninth 

1 

Tenth 

4 

4 

3 

650 

82,589.46 

16 

56 

45 

31 

27 

33 

30 

42 

29 

43 

24 

• 

40  M  G 
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Table  No.  3. — Original  cost,  age,  and  length  of  service  of  horses  condemned — Continued. 


Num- 
ber. 

Original 
cost. 

Length  of  service — ^years. 

Less 
than  a 
year. 

1  , 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

'8 

9 

10 

Artillery  regiments : 

12 

8 

4 

12 

15 

1,996.75 

1,  301. 25 
510.95 

2,  016. 75 
2,356.25 

2 

"i 

1 

'3' 

.... 

1 

.... 

1 
1 

.... 

"¥ 

.... 

.... 
2 

.... 
.... 



1 

Third 

1 

"i' 

4 

"2 

1 

"3' 

' 

yiftli 

1 

Total 

51 

8,181.95 

2 

7 

8 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

3 

4 

]!Tum. 
her. 

Original 
cost. 

Length  of  service— years. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Not 
given 

Aver- 
age. 

Cavalry  regiments : 
I^st 

44 
74 
35 
78 
60 
99 
110 
65 
27 
68 

$5,578.09 
9,  579.  57 
4, 460. 15 

10,  075. 84 
6,622.27 

12, 507. 54 

14,590.31 
7,  977. 30 
3,  325.  50 
7, 872.  89 

1 

.... 

8 
2 
3 
6 
2 
4 

"3" 

.... 

4 
2 
10 
5 

"2 

.... 

"2 
1 

""7' 
3 
2 
1 

"i' 
"3 

3 
"i 

1 

"2 
.... 

.... 



.... 

:::: 

.... 

1 

20 
15 

6 
34 
11 
47 
16 

8 
12 
15 

5  61 

Third 

3  74 

6  09 

Fifth 

8  32 

Sixth 

Seventh 

7  64 

Eighth 

7  25 

ITinth 

9  13 

Tenth 

650 

82, 589. 46 

27 

27 

17 

11 

4 

2 

.... 

2 

184 

6  60 

Artillery  regiments : 
Tirst  ... 

12 
8 
4 
12 
15 

1,996.75 
1,301.25 
510. 95 
2,016.75 
2, 356. 25 

2 
"2 

' 

.... 

"1 

.... 



::;; 

6 
...... 

7.17 

Third 

3  00 

Eif th 

3  39 

Total 

51 

8, 181.  95 

4 

3.  Account  of  Sales  at  Auction. 

Paragraph  679,  Army  Regulations,  which  requires  that  one  copy  of  the  account 
of  sales  at  auction  be  forwarded  to  the  Inspector-General,  has  been  more  generally 
observed  this  year  than  in  any  year  heretofore,  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that,  despite 
asmaUer  number  of  inspections  recommending  sales — nearly  150  less  than  the  pre- 
vious year — 137  more  reports  were  received. 

In  the  sales  of  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  and  mules  and  draft  animals  better 
prices  seem  to  have  prevailed,  the  average  price  received  for  the  former  being  $1.86 
and  for  the  latter  $4.74  more  than  last  year. 

The  following  tabulation  shows  the  amount  received  from  sales  in  the  different 
departments : 


Designation. 


Quartermaster's  Department: 
Cavalry  and  artillery  horses. 

Mules  and  draft  horses 

Quartermaster's  supplies 

Commissary  Department 

Medical  Department , 

Ordnance  Department 

Engineer  Department 

Signal  Corps 


Total . 


Number  of 
reports 
received. 


221 


325 


Number  of 

animals 

sold. 


720 


Net  amonnt 

received 

from  sales. 


$11, 
6, 
14, 

1, 

5, 


128.77 
036. 60 
082. 39 
266. 21 
204. 75 

2.00 
914. 16 

1.00 


38,635.87 


Average  received  from  sales  of  cavalry  and  artillery  horses $16  46 

Average  received  from  sales  of  mules  and  draft  horses !.".'.'."."."."." 19]91 
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Appendix  F. 


No.  l.—BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  MOOBE—BECEIVED  APRIL  S9,  1898. 

Inspbctor-Gbnebal's  Office,  Northkrn  District, 

Denver,  Colo.,  April  SI,  1898. 

Sir  :  My  work  as  acting  inspector-general  of  the  northern  district  having  been 
closed,  by  paragraph  11,  Special  Orders,  No.  89,  current  series.  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
work  performed  by  me  from  July  1,  1897,  to  present  date : 

During  the  period  embraced  in  this  report  I  have  made  the  annual  inspection  of 
12  posts  and  2  subposts,  the  inspection  of  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  having  been  omitted 
on  account  of  circumstances  already  reported  to  your  office.  Two  subsistence 
depots,  1  quartermaster's  depot,  and  1  national  cemetery  were  also  inspected. 
These,  with  the  inspection  of  disbursements  of  47  officers,  and  inspections  of  prop- 
erty at  Denver,  Colo.,  Fort  Logan,  Colo.,  Mandan,  N.  Dak.,  and  Saline,  Kans.  (the 
last  two  while  on  annual  tour),  comprise  the  work  of  the  district  for  the  period 
stated  above. 

The  travel  involved  in  the  performance  of  these  duties  amounted  to  4,900  miles,  of 
which  630  miles  were  by  stage  or  Government  conveyance.  I  was  absent  from  my 
office  108  days  on  the  various  duties  enumerated  above. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

The  accounts  of  9  officers  were  inspected  twice,  and  38  accounts  were  inspected 
once.  The  total  number  of  inspections  was  56,  and  18  statements  of  money  accounta- 
bility were  received  from  officers  relieved  from  disbursing  duty.  The  iuspection  of 
disbursements  involved  the  handling  of  74  reports,  received,  verified,  and  forwarded. 

The  total  receipts  by  disbursing  officers  during  the  period  covered  by  the  in- 
quiry amounted  to  $2,919,527.85,  and  the  expenditures,  transfers,  and  deposits  were 
$2,936,383.34. 

INVENTORY  AND  INSPECTION  REPORTS. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  inventory  and  inspection  reports  of  property  for 
condemnation  were  submitted  to  me,  inspections  made,  and  reports  completed  and 
forwarded.  The  following  statement  shows  the  several  classes  of  property,  number 
of  articles,  and  approximate  cost  represented  by  these  reports : 


Clasa  of  property. 


Number  of 
reports. 


Number  of  Approximate 
articles.  cost. 


Horses 

Mules 

gnartermaster's  supplies , 
rdnance  stores 

Subsistence  supplies 

Subsistence  property 

Medical  property 

Signal  Corps  property 

Engineer  property 

United  States  Infantry  and  Cavalry  School  property, 

Total 


29 
11 
107 
97 
7 
11 
13 
4 
3 
1 


142 

56 

31, 262j 

11, 559 

123 

436 

4,  797i 

24 

98 

33 


$17,  221. 63 

7,  317. 39 

36,  974.  51* 

16, 876.  33J 

45.60 

373. 95 

5, 129. 37 

117. 90 

182.  65 

7,50 


48,  531i 


84,  246.  84 


My  action  and  recommendations  with  reference  to  the  property  submitted  to  me 
for  condemnation  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Continued  in 
seiTico. 

Dropped — De- 
stroyed. 

Sold. 

Turned  in  to 
depot. 

Property. 

Num- 
ber of 
articles. 

Approxi- 
mate cost. 

Num- 
ber of 
articles. 

Approxi- 
mate cost. 

Num- 
ber of 
articles. 

Approxi- 
mate coat. 

Num- 
ber of 
articles. 

Approxi- 
mate cost. 

Horses 

30 

1 

1,811 

742 

$3,620.45 

143.  00 

2, 142.  96 

2,695.12 

112 

55 

5,938 

$13,601.18 
7, 174. 39 
16,759.06 

Quartermaster's  supplies 

23,513 

9,973 

122 

402 

3,371 

14 

98 

33 

$18,072.48 

10,518.66 

22.80 

132.  55 

1,798.38 

42.90 

182.  65 

7.60 

844 

$3,762.55 

Subsistence  stores  

1 

12 

1,406 

10 

22.80 

100. 00 

3,  267.  63 

75.00 

Subsistence  property 

Medical  property 

22 
20 

141.40 
63.36 

Total 

2,626 

8, 706. 29 

37,  527 

30,777.93 

7,534 

41,000.06 

844 

3,762.55 
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SUMMARY. 

Posts  inspected 12 

Snbposts 2 

Cemeteries 1 

Depots 3 

Disbursements 74 

Inventory  and  inspection  reports - 283 

Miles  traveled 4,900 

The  detailed  summary  of  the  annual  tour  of  inspection  of  military  posts,  prepared 
in  accordance  with  instructions  in  your  letters  of  October  12, 1895,  and  November  6, 
1897,  respectively,  is  submitted  herewith.  In  view  of  the  present  condition  of  mili- 
tary affairs  generally,  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  make  any 
extended  observations  on  the  results  of  my  inspections  further  than  are  presented 
in  this  summary. 

Very  respectfully,  Francis  Moohb, 

Major,  Fifth  Cavalry,  Acting  Inspector- General. 
The  Inspbotor-Gbnbrai.  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  2.—SEP0BT  OF  MAJOR  MOOBE— RECEIVED  AUGUST  S6,  1898. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Colorado, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 

Denver,  Colo.,  August  15,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  business  of  this  office 
for  the  portion  of  the  fiscal  year  from  April  22  to  June  30,  1898 : 

I  was  announced  as  acting  inspector-general  of  the  department  by  General 
Orders,  No.  11,  Department  of  the  Colorado,  April  22,  1898,  and  by  General  Orders, 
No.  18,  dated  June  13,  1898,  I  was  designated  as  mustering  officer.  Department  of 
the  Colorado.  Under  verbal  orders  of  the  department  commander  I  performed 
duty  as  acting  chief  commissary.  Department  of  the  Colorado,  June  16-18,  1898. 

During  the  period  embraced  by  this  report  I  was  absent  from  my  station  and  office 
thirty-six  days;  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  on  duty  in  connection  with  the  organization 
of  expeditionary  forces  to  the  Philippines  Islands,  May  15  to  June  13 ;  and  engaged 
in  inspection  duties  at  Whipple  Barracks,  Ariz.,  and  Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex.,  June 
19  to  June  26.     Travel  involved,  4,890  miles. 

Besides  the  duties  mentioned,  I  have  performed  the  routine  work  of  my  office,  and 
completed  the  muster-in  of  the  Denver  company  of  the  Third  Battalion,  Second  Regi- 
ment of  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers,  that  duty  having  been  assigned  to  me 
by  the  department  commander  in  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  the 
War  Department. 

disbursements. 

Since  taking  up  the  duties  of  my  office  I  have  inspected  the  disbursements  of  but 
one  officer,  in  the  double  capacity  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  at  Fort  Win- 
gate,  N.  Mex.  Receipts  amounted  to  $1,049.03,  and  expenditures,  transfers,  deposits, 
etc.,  to  $544.17.  Reports  have  been  received  from  two  officers  relieved  from  disburs- 
ing duty,  the  papers  showing  disbursements  amounting  to  $53,320.61. 

inventory  and  inspection  reports. 

The  following  data  is  taken  from  the  record  of  inventory  and  inspection  reports, 
Department  of  the  Colorado,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898 : 

One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  inventory  and  inspection  reports  were  received 
and  recorded,  the  property  represented  thereon  consisting  of  71,576i^  articles  (includ- 
ing horses  and  mules).  The  reported  cost  of  67,369^  articles  was  $97,173.68^;  the 
cost  of  4,206§  articles  was  not  reported. 

Of  the  177  inventory  and  inspection  reports  received  and  forwarded,  42  were  acted 
upon  by  me,  78  by  two  officers  of  the  Inspector-General's  Department,  and  57  by  offi- 
cers specially  appointed  or  acting  under  emergency.  The  reports  were  divided,  aa 
regards  classification  of  property,  between  horses,  28;  mules,  10;  quartermaster's  sup- 
plies, 25;  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  55;  subsistence  stores,  32 ;  subsistence  prop- 
erty, 9;  medical  property,  10;  Signal  Corps  property,  6;  engineer  property,  2.  The 
number  of  articles  of  each  kind  of  property  (with  cost  so  far  as  known)  is  shown  in 
the  following  statement : 
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Glass. 


Articles. 


Number. 


Cost. 


Number, 
cost  un- 
known. 


Horses 

Mules 

Quartermaster's  supplies 

Ordnance  stores 

Subsistence  stores 

Subsistence  property 

Medical  property 

Signal  property 

Engineer  property 

Total 


183 

95 

38,  937i 

25, 943 

187 

761i 

5,164^ 

269 

46 


$21, 666.  88 
8,  054.  80 
47,477.96J 
16,909.96J 
639.  88 
351.  07 
1, 674.  89i 
589.  28 
18.95 


71,676A 


97, 173.  68i 


12 
27 
444 


3,169^5 

105J 

6 


4,206| 


Six  posts  in  the  Department  contributed  to  the  loss  of  subsistence  stores  by  con- 
demnation, amounting  to  $639.88.  The  amount  (money  value)  condemned  at  each 
post  is  as  follows : 


Post. 


Talue. 


Fort  Bayard,  N.  Mex  . . . 

Fort  Grant,  Ariz 

Fort  Apaobe,  Ariz 

Fort  Bnacbuca,  Ariz — 
"Wbipple  Barracks,  Ariz 
Fort  Douglas,  Utah 


$294. 12 

187.92 

108.  23 

17.56 

16.22 

15.83 


The  following  table  shows  the  disposition  of  the  property  inspected,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  several  inspecting  officers : 


Continued  in 
service. 

Destroyed. 

Sold. 

Sent  to  depot. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cost. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cost. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cost. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cost. 

21 

5 

666 

151 

$2,394.50 
632. 12 
787.  77 
285.65 

3 

$354.70 

159 

90 

19,180 

242 

1 

230 

1,696 

$18, 807. 68 

7,522.68 

34,000.64 

2,174.67 

33.81 

252. 11 

416,  71 

Mulee 

Qnartermaster's  supplies 

19,061 

14, 202 

186 

484 

3,464 

268 

42 

12,  373. 07 

12,408.12 

606. 07 

77.65 

1,157.93 

689. 28 

18,95 

29 
11,348 

$316.48 
2,041.52 

Subsistence  property 

Medicsd  property 

37 
3 

.25 

4 

Engineer  property 

4 

Total 

887 

4,000.29 

37, 711 

27,585.68 

21,  600 

63, 208.  30 

11, 377i 

2,  358. 00 

Note ^The  total  cost  exceeds  the  sum  of  cost  of  articles  continued,  destroyed,  sold,  and.  sent  to 

depot  by  $21.41,  the  record  of  one  inventory  showing  only  the  total  value  of  stores  acted  upon. 

Very  respectfully, 

Francis  Moore, 
Major,  Mfth  Cavalry,  Acting  Inspector-General. 

The  Inspector-Gknbral  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  Z.—BEPOBT  OF  MAJOR  MOORE— RECEIVED  SEPTEMBER  6,  1898. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 

Omaha,  Nebr.,  August  SI,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  business  of  this  office 
from  April  25  to  July  31,  1898 : 

Maj.  J.  M.  J.  Sanno,  Third  Infantry,  was  announced  as  acting  inspector-general  of 
the  Department  by  General  Orders,  No.  7,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  April  25, 1898, 
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and  relieTed  by  paragraph  37,  Special  Orders,  No.  150,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  June 
27, 1898.  and  I  was  announced  as  acting  inspector-general  of  the  Department  hy  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  8,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  July  1, 1898. 

During  the  period  embraced  by  this  report,  my  predecessor  was  absent  from  his 
station  and  office  twenty  days;  May  1  to  7  at  Fort  Robinson,  Nebr.,  investigating 
an  alleged  rumor  that  families  of  absent  officers  were  being  dispossessed  of  their 
quarters ;  May  10  to  16  at  Fort  Reno  and  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Agency,  Okla.,  at 
the  latter  point  investigating  a  threatened  outbreak  of  Indians,  and  at  the  former 
inspecting  unserviceable  public  property;  June  4  to  6  at  Fort  Riley,  Kans.,  and 
from  June  24  to  26  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  inspecting  unserviceable  public  prop- 
erty and  the  money  accounts  of  the  disbursing  officers  stationed  thereat.  Travel 
involved,  3,782  miles. 

INSPECTION   OF  POSTS. 

As  contemplated  by  Army  Regulations  858,  and  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  35,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  July  11, 1898,  I  inspected  the  post  of  Fort  Sill, 
Okla.,  July  17  to  22,  1898. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

The  money  accounts  of  the  chief  paymaster  and  the  chief  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence at  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri;  the  quartermaster  at  Fort  Riley, 
Kans.;  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  at  Jefferson  Barracks, , Mo.,  and  the 
ordnance  officer  at  the  St.  Louis  powder  depot,  Missouri,  were  inspected  by  my  prede- 
cessor, and  involved  an  expenditure,  transfers,  deposits,  etc.,  of  $1,039,655.13. 

Since  my  assumption  of  the  duties  of  the  office  I  have  inspected  the  disbursements 
of  but  one  officer,  in  the  double  capacity  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  at  Fort 
Sill,  Okla.,  with  expenditures,  transfers,  deposits,  etc.,  of  $4,315.49. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  five  officers  relieved  from  disbursing  duty,  the 
papers  showing  disbursements  amounting  to  $13,719.11.  Grand  total  of  disburse- 
ments, $1,057,689.73. 

INVENTORY  AND  INSPECTION  REPORTS. 

The  following  data  is  taken  from  the  record  of  inventory  and  inspection  reports. 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  from  April  25  to  July  31,  1898. 

Thirty-four  inventory  and  inspection  reports  were  received  and  recorded,  the 
property  represented  thereon  consisting  of  29,115  articles  (including  horses).  The 
reported  cost  of  29,031  articles  was  $22,396.35;  the  cost  of  84  articles  was  not 
reported. 

Of  the  34  inventory  and  inspection  reports  received  and  forwarded,  10  were  acted 
upon  by  me,  21  by  my  predecessor,  and  3  by  officers  specially  appointed  or  acting 
under  emergency.  The  reports  were  divided  as  regards  classification  of  property, 
between  horses,  6;  quartermaster's  supplies,  7;  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  /; 
subsistence  stores,  3 ;  subsistence  property,  4;  medical  property,  4 ;  Signal  property,  3. 
The  number  of  articles  of  each  kind  of  property  (with  cost  so  far  as  known)  is 
shown  in  the  accompanying  statement: 


Class. 

Articles. 

Nttmber, 
cost  un- 
known. 

Number. 

Cost. 

23 

23,  296 

2,636 

202 

620 

2,322 

116 

$3,047.20 

15,101.81 

2,769.77 

32.97 

215.  96 

1,026.52 

203.10 

36 

28 

21 

Total ... 

29, 116 

22,396.35 

84 

Three  posts  in  the  Department  contributed  to  the  loss  of  subsistence  stores  by  con- 
demnation, amounting  to  $32.97.  The  amount  (money  value)  condemned  at  each 
post  is  as  follows : 


Post. 


Value. 


Fort  Eobinson,  Nebr 
Fort  Niobrara,  Nebr 
Fort  Riley,  Kans 


$12. 43 
4.65 
15.89 
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The  following  table  shows  the  disposition  of  the  property  inspected  as  recom- 
mended by  the  several  inspecting  officers : 


Continued  in 
service. 

Destroyed. 

Sold. 

Sent  to  depot. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cost. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cost. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cost. 

Num- 
ber. 

Cost. 

1 

301 

74 

$125.  00 
622. 14 
99.15 

1 

9,781 

2,328 

202 

453 

2,150 

101 

$83.60 

4,  589. 30 

1,821.51 

32.97 

144.42 

808. 76 

61.55 

21 

13,214 

68 

$2,  838.  70 

9, 890.  40 

204.30 

Quartermaster  stores 

166 

$644 

Subsistence  property 

64 
1 

25.20 
.80 

3 

152 

6 

46.33 

150.  31 

9.00 

19 
9 

65 

132 

Total 

441 

872.  29 

15,016 

7,642.01 

13,  464 

13,139.04 

194 

843 

EespeetfuUy  submitted. 

Francis  Moore, 
Major,  Fifth  Cavalry,  Acting  Inspector-General. 
The  Inspector-Ubnbkal  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No. 


i—BEFOBT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  DAVIS- 

BEB  19,  1898. 


-RECEIVED  SEPTEM- 


Hbadquartbrs  Department  of  the  Columbia, 

Office  Acting  Inspector-General, 
Vancouver  Barracks,  Wash.,  August  SI,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1898. 

On  May  5,  1898,  in  compliance  with  paragraph  11,  Special  Orders,  No.  89,  current 
series.  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  and  General  Orders, 
No.  16,  current  series,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia,  I  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  acting  inspector-general  of  this  department. 

The  establishment  of  inspection  districts  under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders, 
No.  18,  series  1895,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  did  away  with  the  office  of  depart- 
mental acting  inspectors-general,  and  Maj.  Camillo  C.  C.  Carr,  Eighth  Cavalry,  the 
last  incumbent,  was  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  inspector-general  of  this  depart- 
ment by  General  Orders,  No.  6,  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia,  April  30, 
1895,  issued  in  obedience  to  paragraph  18,  Special  Orders,  No.  75,  series  1895,  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army. 

All  posts  in  the  Department  of  the  Columbia,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  April  9, 1895,  were  assigned  to 
the  Pacific  inspection  district,  to  which  inspection  district  Col.  George  H.  Burton, 
inspector-general,  had  been  assigned,  with  station  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  by  General 
Orders,  No.  18,  March  30, 1895,  Adjutant-General's  Office. 

By  General  Orders,  No.  11,  current  series,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  inspectors  for 
military  departments  were  authorized,  and  by  paragraph  11,  Special  Orders,  No.  89, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  April  16,  1898,  Col.  George  H. 
Burton,  inspector-general,  was  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Lakes,  and  I 
was  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  inspector-general  of  the  Department  of  the  Columbia. 

inspection  of  posts. 

No  posts  were  inspected  by  me  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1898.  Boise 
Barracks,  Idaho,  was  inspected  by  Col.  George  H.  Burton,  inspector-general,  Septem- 
ber 5  to  11,  1897. 

MONEY  accounts. 

The  records  in  this  office  show  that  Col.  George  H.  Burton,  inspector-general, 
inspected  or  verified  the  accounts  of  disbursing  officers  in  this  department  in  Jan- 
uary and  February,  1898,  as  follows : 

Maj.  T.  H.  Barry,  adjutant-general,  Department  of  the  Columbia,  Vancouver  Bar- 
racks, Wash.,  January  25. 
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Maj.  J.  W.  Jacobs,  cMef  quartermaster,  Department  of  the  Columbia,  Vancouver 
Barracks,  Wash.,  January  24. 

Maj.  J.  L.  Clem,  quartermaster,  Portland,  Oreg.,  January  24. 

Capt.  T.  E.  True,  assistant  quartermaster,  Vancouver  Depot,  Wash.,  February  28. 

Capt.  W.  H.  Miller,  assistant  quartermaster,  Spokane,  Waah.,  January  27. 

Capt.  W.  W.  Robinson,  jr.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Seattle,  Wash.,  January  28. 

Capt.  J.  N.  Allison,  chief  commissary.  Department  of  the  Columbia,  Vancouver  Bar 
racks,  Wash.,  January  24. 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  M.  Coxe,  chief  paymaster,  Department  of  the  Columbia,  Portland, 
Oreg.,  January  24. 

Maj.  C.  E.  Kilbourne,  paymaster,  Portland,  Oreg.,  January  22. 

Capt.  W.  L.  risk,  Engineer  Department,  Portland,  Oreg.,  January  24. 

Lieut.  Harry  Taylor,  Engineer  Department,  Seattle,  Wash,,  January  28. 

Lieut.  C.  L.  Potter,  Engineer  Department,  Portland,  Oreg.,  January  20. 

The  money  accounts  of  the  following-named  officers,  who  ceased  to  act  as  disburs- 
ing officers  in  this  department,  were  inspected  by  me  under  the  provisions  of  para- 
graph 877,  Army  Regulations : 

Maj.  T.  H.  Barry,  adjutant-general.  Department  of  the  Columbia,  May  17,  1898. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  N.  Allison,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  as 
chief  commissary.  Department  of  the  Columbia,  May  31,  1898. 

Second  Lieut.  Leroy  Eltinge,  Fourth  Cavalry,  as  quartermaster  and  commissary, 
Vancouver  Barracks,  Wash.,  May  31,  1898. 

The  statements  of  the  following-named  officers,  who  ceased  to  act  as  disbursing 
officers  in  this  Department,  were  verified  by  me  under  the  provisions  of  paragraph 
877,  Army  Regulations : 

Maj.  J.  W.  Jacobs,  quartermaster,  as  chief  quartermaster.  Department  of  the 
Columbia,  to  include  April  23,  1898. 

Second  Lieut.  J.  S.  Parker,  Fourth  Cavalry,  as  commissary,  recruiting  station, 
Seattle,  Wash.,  to  include  June  13,  1898. 

Second  Lieut.  F.  W.  Harris,  Fourth  Cavalry,  as  commissary,  recruiting  station, 
Portland,  Oreg.,  to  include  June  17,  1898. 

First  Lieut.  E.  A.  Miller,  Third  Artillery,  as  quartermaster.  Fort  Canby,  Wash., 
to  include  March  31,  1898. 

Second  Lieut.  J.  J.  Bradley,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  as  quartermaster,  Fort  Canby, 
Wash.,  to  include  June  13,  1898. 

Second  Lieut.  J.  F.  Preston,  jr.,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  as  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary. Fort  Spokane,  Wash.,  to  include  May  31,  1898. 

First  Lieut.  G.  H.  Cameron,  Fourth  Cavalry,  as  commissary,  Fort  Walla  Walla, 
Wash.,  to  include  May  31,  and  as  quartermaster,  same  post,  to  include  June  1,  1898 

INVENTORIES  AND   INSPECTION  REPORTS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1898,  property  enumerated  upon  62  invento- 
ries and  inspection  reports  was  inspected  with  a  view  to  condemnation.  Of  this 
number  Col.  George  H.  Burton,  inspector-general,  Pacific  district,  acted  on  22 ;  18 
were  acted  on  by  me,  15  by  special  inspectors,  and  7  inspections  were  made  by  com- 
manding officers  under  Army  Regulations  708. 

The  number  of  articles  presented  for  action  was  12,508.  Of  this  number  the  cost 
price  of  11,920  articles  was  given,  amounting  to  $23,979.72,  the  cost  price  of  588  arti- 
cles being  unknown.  In  addition  to  these  articles  there  was  a  lot  of  property  acted 
on  which  was  classed  as  pounds,  etc.,  the  cost  of  which,  in  part,  amounted  to  $574.51. 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  money  value,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  of 
all  public  property  inspected  and  condemned  in  this  department  during  the  fiscal 
year  1897-98. 

From  this  table  the  following  summary  is  deduced : 

Cost  of  property  continued  in  service $1, 151.84 

Destroyed,  broken  up,  or  sold 22, 196. 37 

Turned  into  depot 1,206.02 

Total 24,554.23 

I  was  absent  from  my  station  three  days,  as  directed  in  paragraph  3,  Special 
Orders,  No.  94,  current  series.  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia,  and  traveled 
in  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  me  (inspection  of  public  property  at  Fort  Walla 
Walla,  Wash.)  506  miles. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wirt  Davis, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Eighth  Cavalry,  Acting  Inspector-General. 

The  Inspector-Genekal  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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636  REPORT    OP   THE   SECRETARY   OP   WAE. 

'So.^.—BEPOBT  OP  LIEUT.  COL.  C.  GUILD— RECEIVED  OCTOBEB  10,1889. 

Headquartbbs  Seventh  Army  Cokps, 

Office  of  Inspector-Genbeai,, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Sepiember  6,  1898. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Maj.  Gen.  Pitzhugh  Lee,  I  hare  the 
honor  to  reporb  that  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  116,  current  series.  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  May  18,  1898,  received  May  23,  I  proceeded  to  Tampa  on  May 
23,  arriving  there  May  25.  General  Lee  arrived  May  26  and  I  had  the  honor  of  being 
the  iirst  member  of  the  Seventh  Corps  to  report  for  duty.  Headquarters  were 
established  at  the  Tampa  Bay  Hotel. 

General  Shafter,  being  the  ranking  officer,  was  in  charge  of  the  camp.  A  thorough 
inspection  of  all  troops  there  assembled  was  in  progress  by  his  officers  under  his 
directions  and  all  supplies  were  issued  and  controlled  by  him. 

I  made  a  daily  inspection  of  the  camps  near  Ybor  City  of  the  five  regiments  assigned 
to  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  reporting  verbally  to  General  Lee.  Recommendations 
as  to  tentage,  Gatling  guns,  etc.,  were,  however,  disapproved  by  General  Shafter, 
doubtless  because  the  needs  of  troops  destined  for  immediate  service  were  thought 
more  urgent. 

On  the  transfer  of  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  to  Jacksonville,  headquarters  of 
this  department  were  established  at  once  at  the  Hotel  Windsor,  pending  arrival  of 
tents  for  headquarters  camp.  No  typewriter  was  furnished  then  nor  has  been  since, 
there  being  but  sixteen  furnished  to  supply  all  the  various  offices  and  departments 
of  an  entire  corps  of  over  30,000  men.  The  work  of  this  department  has  been  done 
by  my  clerk.  Private  John  D.  White,  Fiftieth  Iowa,  who  has  cheerfully  worked  over- 
time and  at  all  hours,  and  largely  on  a  private  machine  not  furnished  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  found  Maj.  B.  H.  Cheever  already  assigned  as  inspector-general  of  the  Second 
Division.  Maj.  John  Gary  Evans  was  assigned  to  the  First  Division.  The  regi- 
ments now  constituting  the  Third  Division  I  took  in  charge  myself  until  the  division 
organization  was  constituted,  when  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  A.  D.  McWilliams,  Fourth 
Illinois,  a  most  efficient  officer  was  detached  as  acting  division  inspector.  Maj. 
Russell  B.  Harrison,  inspector-general,  now  provost-marshal^  a  position  which  he  iills 
most  efficiently,  could  not  be  assigned  to  a  division  for  duty  in  the  department  whose 
insignia  he  wears,  his  order  assigning  him  to  General  Lee  for  duty  "on  his  staff." 
I  have  requested  another  major  and  inspector-general,  but  the  request  has  not  been 
granted,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  deprive  a  regiment  of  a  needed  officer  that  the 
work  might  be  done.  Brigade  inspectors  have  been  detailed  from  the  staffs  of  the 
brigade  commanders. 

A  system  of  daily  reports  (blank  inclosed,  No.  1)  was  a1  once  established.  This 
was  soon  found  too  burdensome  for  the  brigade  inspectors,  who  were  invariably  fill- 
ing other  duties  in  addition  to  their  inspection  work,  and  a  weekly  report  was 
substituted. 

On  arrival  of  Lieut.  Col.  Rogers  Birnie,  chief  ordinance  officer,  the  subject-matter 
of  the  report  was  changed,  and  from  August  6  the  report  on  ordnance  has  been  fur- 
nished by  his  department.  The  information  now  furnished  by  the  inspector-general's 
department  is  collected  in  the  blank  inclosed  (second  inclosure),  forwarded  to  this 
office  each  Saturday  and  to  the  corps  commander  Monday.  A  special  report  on 
the  condition  of  aiming,  drill,_  and  target  practice  was  made  in  similar  fashion 
August  1.  The  detailed  field  inspction  and  report  on  every  regiment  in  the  com- 
mand has  habitually  been  made  by  the  division  inspector,  except  as  hereinafter 
noted. 

In  addition  to  the  headquarters  work,  as  the  head  of  this  department,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  instructions  I  have  made  field  inspection  and 
report  in  the  case  of  11  regiments :  Second  Mississippi,  First  Texas,  First  Alabama, 
First  Louisiana,  Second  Texas,  Second  Alabama,  Second  Louisiana,  Third  Nebraska, 
First  South  Carolina,  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  Indiana,  and  Sixth  Missouri. 

I  have  inspected  and  reported  in  detail  on  camp  grounds  at  Miami,  Magnolia 
Springs,  and  Riverside,  FJa. 

I  have  selected  and  procured,  free  of  expense  to  the  Government,  a  700-yard  rifle 
range  (land  owned  by  Sigo  Meyers,  esq.)  near  Panama  Park. 

I  nave  selected  and  procured,  free  of  expense  to  the  Government,  site  for  Second 
Division  hospital  (land  owned  by  A.  B.  Campbell,  esq.). 

I  have  selected  and  procured,  free  of  expense  to  the  Government,  drill  grounds 
for  First  Division  (land  owned  by  Dr.  Sollace  Mitchell  and  Hon.  W.  A.  McLean). 

I  have  inspected  and  condemned  two  proposed  sites  for  200-yard  ranges  as  unsafe. 

I  have  inspected  five  and  selected  one  site  for  provost-guard  camp. 

I  have  inspected  and  reported  in  detail  on  Second  Division  hospital.  I  have 
inspected  and  reported  on  surroundings  First  Division  hospital. 
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I  have  investigated  ohaiges  against  officers  Forty-Ninth  Iowa  Eegiment  and 
against  officers  Signal  Corps,  14. 

I  liave  inspected  and  condemned  shipment  of  239,000  pounds  of  canned  beef; 
taken  back  and  ftesh  beef  issued  by  Armour  &  Co. 

I  have  inspected  and  condemned  153,148  pounds  of  bacon  shipped  by  commissary 
at  New  Orleans. 

I  have  investigated  five  claims  of  landowners  against  the  United  States  for 
damages  sustained  from  location  of  camps. 

I  have  arranged  with  the  city  authorities  for  the  removal  of  garbage  deposited  on 
private  property  near  camps,  and  with  county  authorities  for  repair  of  roads,  at 
their  expense,  used  by  troops. 

I  have  investigated  two  reports  of  Spanish  spies. 

I  have  inspected  the  account  of  one  disbursing  officer,  Chief  Quartermaster  F.  von 
Schrader. 

I  have  investigated  and  reported  on  the  harbor  and  shipping  facilities  of  Jack- 
sonville and  of  the  river  front  in  its  vicinity,  with  map  and  soundings. 

In  addition  to  these  ordered  duties,  I  have  conceived  it  the  duty  of  an  inspector- 
general  to  spend  a  part  of  each  day  among  the  troops  and  make  recommendations 
on  his  observations.  It  has  also  been  my  privilege  to  perform  many  of  the  confiden- 
tial duties  usually  performed  by  a  personal  aid.  The  inspector- general  has  reported 
for  duty  daily,  including  Sundays ;  habitually  worked  over  ten  hours  daily,  attended 
every  ordered  drill  and  review,  and  never  received  an  hour's  leave. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  troops  never  have  been  and  are  not  yet  provided  with  sufficient  clothing. 
Khaki  uniforms,  or,  better,  light  linen  ones,  issued  earlier  would  have  prevented  much 
discomfort  and  disease.  The  men  at  present  have  but  one  blue  shirt,  leaving  them 
no  change  when  wet  through  on  drill. 

The  Springfield  rifle  has  had  its  day,  and  should  be  discarded  altogether.  The 
United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry  is  armed  with  a  modern  repeating  carbine,  and  has 
shown  that  the  care  of  such  a  weapon  does  not  necessarily  require  years  of  training. 
Testimony  against  the  smoky  cartridges  of  the  Springfield  from  those  more  fortunate 
than  the  Seventh  Corps  further  supports  experience  in  camp  with  this  corps. 

Regimental  post  exchanges  should  be  made  compulsory  and  not  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  regimental  commander.  Enlisted  men  will  purchase  little  luxuries,  and 
it  is  better  that  they  should  purchase  inspected  supplies  of  ginger  ale,  lemonade,  pies, 
cakes,  etc.  No  beer  saloons,  lemonade  stands,  etc.,  should  be  allowed  to  be  constructed 
where  they  can  constantly  be  used  by  men  in  camp.  The  sickness  prevalent  in  regi- 
ments without  post  exchanges  can  in  no  small  degree  be  traced  to  purchases  of  milk 
shakes,  lemonades,  etc.,  made  from  infected  water  and  food  utterly  unfit  for  con- 
sumption. 

The  Buzzacott  field  oven  has  only  proved  fairly  satisfactory.  The  Myers  outfit 
used  by  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  Indiana  has  proved  not  only  much  more 
useful  but  infinitely  cleaner. 

If  the  National  Guard  is  to  be  kept  up  and  the  methods  employed  at  the  opening 
of  this  war  again  pursued,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  an  enlargement  of  the  force 
of  the  Inspector-General's  Department  and  a  detailed,  not  a  superficial,  inspection 
in  each  State. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  power  should  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  disband  State  troops  who  do  not  reach  a  certain  standard  of  efficiency,  including 
care  of  property. 

Many  tents,  rifles,  and  uniforms  turned  over  by  the  States  to  the  United  States 
when  mustering  State  troops  into  the  national  service  were  found  rotten,  rusted,  or 
in  some  way  utterly  useless. 

Drill  by  trumpet,  extended-order  drill,  and  the  rudiments  of  military  administra- 
tion should  be  enforced  in  all  State  troops  liable  to  be  called  into  the  service  of  the 
nation,  and  tjie  National  Guard  put  more  thoroughly  under  the  control  of  the  War 
Department  as  the  reserve  of  the  Army. 

The  lack  of  actual  camp  experience  has  been  disastrous.  The  efforts  of  a  compe- 
tent chief  surgeon  may  at  any  time  be  neutralized  by  incompetent  volunteer  hospital 
stewards,  and  it  is  of  small  use  to  issue  ample  supplies  to  quartermaster-sergeanta 
who  do  not  know  how  to  distribute  or  exchange  them,  and  to  company  cooks  who 
arrange  alternately  a  gorge  and  a  fast.  Of  three  regiments  in  the  same  brigade  in 
this  corps,  with  exactly  the  same  issue  of  rations,  two  were  perfectly  contented,  while 
the  third  complained  constantly  of  hunger. 

Troops  in  the  field  are  in  need  of  constant  supervision  and  instruction  in  details 
of  administration.  The  creation  of  captains  and  inspectors  of  volunteers  to  be 
attached  to  brigade  staflFs,  as  was  flone  with  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster's 
departments,  would  have  aided  materially  in  this  work. 
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The  condition  of  troops  in  the  field  depends  upon  the  company  commander  more 
than  upon  any  other  one  man.  The  neglect  of  certain  company  officers  to  instruct 
quartermaster-sergeants  as  to  exchange  and  management  of  rations :  their  neglect 
to  obey  orders  in  regard  to  daily  inspections  of  company  streets ;  their  neglect  to 
obey  orders  commanding  inspection  of  each  meal  by  a  commissioned  officer ;  their 
neglect  to  make  and  press  requisitions  for  needed  clothing  and  other  supplies ;  their 
neglect  to  supervise  and  control  as  far  as  possible  their  men  in  purchases  of  improper 
articles  of  food  and  drink,  is  responsible  for  much — I  believe  most — of  the  sickness  and 
readiness  to  shirk  which  has  appeared  in  certain  battalions. 

The  necessary  details  from  line  officers  for  staif  work  have  been  altogether  too 
numerous. 

Brigade  staffs  in  particular  have  been  filled  with  officers  who  were  urgently  needed 
with  their  companies,  and  upon  them  and  the  personal  aids  of  the  brigadier-generals 
the  work  of  brigade  inspection  has  fallen. 

The  terrible  weakness  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the  lack  of  any  large 
thoroughly  trained  general  staff,  such  as  exist  in  other  great  nations,  for  work  in  all 
the  departments  has  never  been  more  manifest  than  in  this  war.  Men  imperfectly 
trained  or  utterly  ignorant  have  been  placed  in  highly  important  positions,  with  the 
health  andlives  of  soldiers  dependent  upon  them,  for  the  excellent  reason  that  enough 
trained  army  surgeons,  quartermasters,  commissaries,  ordnance  officers,  inspectors, 
etc. ,  with  a  large  trained  corps  of  enlisted  men  in  each  department,  did  not  exist,  and 
half-trained  volunteers  had  to  be  allowed  to  try.  The  private  soldier  has  had  to  pay 
for  the  unwillingness  of  Congress  to  provide  and  keep  on  hand  a  sufficient  corps  of 
trained  men  to  feed,  clothe,  arm,  and  nurse  him. 

This  department  has  suffered  with  the  rest  from  this  policy  of  Congress  and  from 
the  lack  of  sufficient  appropriations,  which,  in  this  office,  for  example,  blocks 
important  reports  for  days  for  lack  of  a  typewriter,  and  has  left  an  entire  division 
and  all  the  brigades  without  a  regularly  trained  inspector,  forcing  most  of  the  work 
to  be  done  by  officers  needed  for  other  duties. 

I  have  been  exceptionally  fortunate  in  the  cordial  cooperation  and  valuable  sug- 
gestions of  Major  Cheever,  Major  Evans,  and  Lientenaut-Colonel  McWilliams. 
Their  labor  has  been  cheerfully  and  promptly  performed,  and  the  department,  what- 
ever may  be  thought  of  the  results  of  its  labors,  has  done  its  work  with  unity  of 
purpose  and  in  absolute  harmony. 

Curtis  Guild,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Inspector-  General. 

The  Adjutant-Genbral, 

Seventh  Army  Corps. 


No.5a.—BEP0BT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  GUILD— RECEIVED  DECEM- 
BER 9,  1898. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Decemier  5,  1898. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions  by  telegraph  November  3  (L.  E.  122-98), 
this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  report : 

The  Seventh  Army  Corps  on  the  Ist  of  November  was  constituted  as  prescribed  in 
General  Orders,  No.  171,  headquarters  of  the  Army,  October  21,  1898.     It  included — 

Cavalry  Brigade. — Seventh  and  Eighth  United  States  Cavalry. 

First  Division. — First  Brigade :  First  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  Second  Louisiana 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry.  Second  Brigade:  Ninth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Second  South  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry,  Fourth  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantry. 

'  Second  Division. — First  Brigade:  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  First  North  Carolina  Volunteer 
Infantry.  Second  Brigade:  Fourth  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  Forty-ninth  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Sixth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry.  In  addition  to  these  com- 
mands there  were  serving  with  us  one  battalion  of  the  Second  United  States  Volun- 
teer Engineers,  one  battalion  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  and  the  Signal  Corps 
Battalion  of  two  detachments  respectively  from  Connecticut  and  Ohio. 

The  Second  Engineers  Battalion  has  been  ordered  to  Havana.  The  Seventh  and 
Eighth  United  States  Cavalry  have  been  detached  from  this  corps.  The  Second 
United  States  Artillery,  in  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  176,  Headquarters 
of  the  Army,  have  reported  here  for  duty,  and  are  now  in  camp  at  this  point.  The 
changes  in  command,  therefore,  during  the  month  include  the  loss  of  two  regiments 
of  cavalry  and  a  detachment  of  engineers,  with  a  gain  of  a  regiment  of  artillery. 
The  loss  of  the  two  regiments  of  cavalry  is  more  apparent  than  real,  as  at  no  time 
have  they  been  connected  with  this  camp. 
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Location. — The  city  of  Savannah  is  well  adapted  for  a  point  of  concentration  of 
troops,  being  a  railroad  center  of  competing  Hues  and  at  the  same  time  a  prominent 
shipping  port.  Its  people  are  well  disposed  toward  the  soldiers  and  disposed  to  add 
to  their  comfort.  The  water  supply  is  furnished  by  artesian  wells,  the  camp  being 
supplied  through  th  3  city  mains.  The  water  appears  to  be  of  an  excellent  quality, 
is  free  from  fever  germs,  and  has  a  less  loosening  effect  on  the  bowels  than  the 
water  at  Jacksonville.  The  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah  is  not  favorable  to 
camps,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  no  troops  be  camped  here  during  the 
summer  months.  Enghieer's  map  in  possession  of  the  city  engineer  shows  that  the 
city  is  located  in  the  midst  of  a  network  of  swamps  somewhat  imperfectly  drained 
by  open  canals.  There  are  few  places  where  water  can  not  be  struck  at  a  depth  of 
from  4  to  5  feet.  This  renders  the  construction  of  the  deep  trenches,  prepared  for 
sanitation,  a  practical  impossibility  except  in  a  few  points.  The  clay  soil  generally 
prevailing  holds  water  and  does  not  easily  permit  of  its  drainage. 

On  October  13  I  had  the  honor  to  recommend  to  the  adjutant-generai  of  this 
corps  that  the  water-trough  system  be  used  for  sinks  of  this  command  to  be  located 
in  this  city.  This  system  worked  very  successfully  at  Jacksonville  in  the  camp  of 
the  First  Division.  I  recommended  connection  with  the  city  sewers  of  this  system, 
even  if  it  cost  $20,000,  and  Gen.  Francis  V.  Greene,  then  corps  commander,  informed 
me  verbally  that  he  obtained  telegraphic  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
construct  such  a  system.  It  has  not,  however,  been  constructed.  The  system  of 
earth  closets  has  been  substituted,  consisting  of  shallow  troughs  10  feet  in  length. 
The  night  soil  is  removed  by  scavengers  in  barrels,  more  or  less  being  spilled  in  the 
process,  and,  though  to  some  extent  disinfected  by  lime,  must  in  the  future  be  an 
injury  to  this  city,  as  it  is  dumped  by  scavengers  on  top  of  an  open  lield  beyond  the 
corps  corral  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  camp.  If  this  system  were  used  in  the 
summer  weather  I  believe  it  could  not  fail  to  be  a  fertile  source  for  disease,  though 
no  serious  results  in  this  cold  weather  have  as  yet  been  experienced  in  this  camp. 

There  are  plenty  of  open  fields  for  drill  grounds,  an  excellent  rifle  range  of  200,  300, 
and  500  yards,  tendered  to  the  corps  by  the  local  rifle  association.  The  roads  about 
the  city  are  generally  good,  with  the  exception  of  Wheaton  street,  leading  from  the 
city  to  the  camp  of  the  Second  Division.  This  road  is  gullied  into  deep  holes  which 
have  been  filled  up  by  the  city,  after  my  constant  protest,  with  bricks.  The  road  at 
present  is  unsafe  and  dangerous  for  the  passage  of  public  animals,  but  repeated 
appeals  to  the  city  authorities  have  been  unproductive  of  results. 

The  camps  are  located  along  Dale  avenue  and  the  Thunderbolt  road  for  the  First 
and  Second  Divisions,  respectively.  These  camps  lie  to  the  south  of  the  city.  The 
camp  of  the  Second  Artillery  is  on  the  Savannah  River  to  the  east  of  the  city. 
The  harbor  facilities  for  Savannah  are  only  fair.  There  are  constant  complaints 
from  the  quartermaster's  department  of  delays  in  obtaining  pilots.  I  have  recently 
reported  a  case  where  the  transport  Chester  was  twice  grounded  in  the  Savannah 
River,  which  I  can  not  recommend  for  vessels  over  23  feet  draft.  This  is  the  busy 
season  for  Savannah,  and  it  is  likely  that  some  delay  in  obtaining  berths  for  ships 
will  continue  to  be  experienced  until  the  season  for  shipping  cotton  is  past.  I  desire 
to  caU  attention  again  to  my  report  mailed  yesterday  recommending  immediate 
attention  of  the  War  Department  to  the  need  of  harbor  regulations. 

Drill,  etc. — Under  General  Orders  No.  51,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps,  special 
attention  was  ordered  given  to  extended  order  drill  and  outpost  duty.  Special 
attention  has  been  given  to  this  matter  during  the  month  and  much  progress 
made.  Early  in  the  month  I  made  a  verbal  recommendation  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  Warren 
Keifer,  through  Colonel  Dorst,  adjutant-general,  that  Beach's  Small  Manual  on  Field 
Engineering  and  Wagner's  Catechism  on  Security  and  Information  be  furnished 
every  officer  of  the  corps  for  use  in  daily  schools.  No  action  was  taken.  Some  regi- 
ments have  the  catechism,  but  I  respectfully  submit  that  both  manuals  should  be 
in  the  hands  of  every  officer,  and  recommend  that  they  be  supplied  to  all  officers  in 
the  field. 

The  corps  has  had  constant  practice  at  the  rifle  range  with  Springfield  rifles  and 
black  powder.  A  scratch  team  hastily  collected  shot  a  match  with  the  Georgia 
rifle  team  on  Thanksgiving  Day  and  made  a  favorable  showing  against  the  cham- 
pions of  the  United  States,  though  defeated.  Field  maneuvers  have  been  numerous, 
usually  conducted,  however,  by  a  single  regiment.  The  existence  of  the  old  field 
works  constructed  by  General  Sherman  around  the  city  aff'ords  much  opportunity 
for  practice,  which  has  been  improved.  On  November  25  the  entire  Second  Division 
participated  in  an  attack  and  defense  of  the  northern  section  of  these  works.  Both 
officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  so  as  to  win  marked  approval  from  the 
nmpires,  all  of  whom  were  officers  from  the  Regular  service,  General  Hasbrouds  and 
General  Williston  having  also  seen  service  in  the  civil  war. 

Both  divisions  have  held  reviews,  and  there  have  been  numerous  brigade  reviews, 
and  a  corps  review  on  November  12.  Alignments  are  generally  exact,  distances  well 
kept,  and  salutes  properly  rendered.    Unauthorized  decorations  are  disappearing 
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from  the  uniforms,  and  the  set  up  and  general  appearance  of  the  men  are  much  more 
trig  and  neat.  The  unwillingness  of  the  Department  to  permit  recruiting  is  a  source 
of  much  discouragement,  as  the  regiments  are  constantly  being  depleted  by  special 
orders,  usually  obtained  by  political  influence,  to  muster  out  individuals,  and  only 
in  exceptional  cases  has  it  been  possible  to  obtain  transfers.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  authority  be  given  to  every  colonel  of  volunteers  to  keep  his  command 
recruited  to  its  full  complement  while  in  the  service. 

Commissary  department.^Th.eTe  has  been  little  complaint  of  rations  since  the  trans- 
fer of  the  camp  to  Savannah.  The  abundant  rations  furnished  by  the  Government 
have  been  thoroughly  inspected.  Men  are  learning  how  to  make  savings  on  their 
rations,  and  the  unusually  large  variety  of  food  furnished  by  the  United  States  is 
further  extended  by  this  means.  During  the  month  the  chief  commissary  of  the 
corps  has  been  engaged  in  various  tests  of  the  standard  emergency  ration  submitted 
to  the  Army  by  the  American  Compressed  Food  Company,  of  Passaic,  N.  J.  The 
ration  consists  of  a  small  tin,  measuring  27  cubic  inches,  containing  three  bricks  of 
compressed  food  and  a  smaller  brick  of  pressed  sweetened  tea.  The  ingredients  of 
the  ration  are  pea  meal,  hard  bread,  lean  beef,  bacon,  potatoes,  onions,  pepper,  and 
salt.  It  can  be  eaten  in  its  present  condition  or  crumbled  into  water  and  served  as 
soup  or  porridge.  Each  brick  is  a  hearty  meal.  The  three  are  sufficient  food,  with 
the  tea,  to  nourish  and  stimulate  a  healthy  man  for  twenty-four  hours.  My  own 
personal  experience  is  that  the  ration  is  much  more  palatable  than  the  travel  ration 
now  furnished  troops.  The  success  of  the  pea  sausage  in  the  German  army  would 
seem  to  recommend  the  proposed  ration.  The  chief  commissary  will  make  full 
report,  under  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Qimrtermaster' 8  department. — The  tentage  furnished  this  command  in  June,  and  used 
all  summer  in  Jacksonville  under  the  hot  sun  and  tropical  rains,  is  no  longer  of  value. 
I  regret  that  canvas  is  to  be  used  at  all  In  Cuba.  I  believe  that  military  canton- 
ments or  hut  barracks,  as  described  on  page  931,  Notter  &  Firth  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Hygiene,  would  be  infinitely  preferable. 

The  forage  furnished  by  merchants  in  this  city  under  contract  has  not  been  uni- 
formly good.  The  hay  has  contained  too  much  clover,  and,  Indeed,  certain  bales 
broken  open  by  me  were  found  filled  with  lumps  of  dirt.  The  oats  called  for  in 
advertisement  were  merely  No.  2  oats.  According  to  the  classification  of  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade,  such  oats  need  only  weigh  28  pounds  to  the  bushel.  In  many  cases 
the  oats  furnished  under  this  contract,  and  complying  with  the  classification,  have 
been  worthless  for  working  animals,  containing  little  or  no  kernel.  As  a  result,  the 
horses  and  mules  to  whom  these  particular  lots  were  assigned  show  swollen  abdo- 
mens and  flabby  muscles.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  better  quality  of  oats 
be  ordered  in  all  cases  through  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Uniforms. — The  uniform  habitually  worn  by  the  troops  is  the  ordinary  blue  field 
uniform.  As  this  command  is  to  go  into  foreign  service,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  hide- 
ous full-dress  uniform  is  not  issued.  The  infantry  legging  that  has  been  issued  to 
some  of  the  regiments  is  entirely  too  short.  It  quickly  loses  its  shape  and  permits 
the  trousers  to  pull  out  above.  The  cavalry  legging,  extending  above  the  calf,  is  much 
preferred  by  the  enlisted  men,  and  when  not  obtainable  in  any  other  way  is  pur- 
chased by  them  whenever  permitted.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  abandonment 
of  the  short  infantry  legging  and  of  all  leggings  light  brown  in  color.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible to  keep  them  neat  and  clean.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  issue  of  the 
long  cavalry  legging  of  a  chocolate  color  to  all  troops.  I  would  further  respectfully 
suggest  that  enlisted  men  be  furnished  with  the  Austrian  field  blouse,  of  the  same 
color  as  that  now  issued. 

The  utter  absence  of  pockets  in  the  present  blouse  is  an  extreme  inconvenience  to 
the  enlisted  men,  and  the  presence  of  pockets,  as  in  the  field  blouse  now  allowed 
worn  by  officers,  would  be  much  appreciated  by  enlisted  men.  I  would  also  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  brass  buttons  are  out  of  place  on  the  field  uniform,  although 
serving  well  for  purposes  of  ornament.  They  are  easily  tarnished,  and  I  would 
therefore  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Austrian  blouse  suggested  has  a  fly  front, 
with  buttons  concealed.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  with  addition  of  collar, 
shoulder  straps,  cuffs,  and  a  light  neck  muffler  of  a  contrasting  color  to  correspond 
to  the  branch  of  service,  this  blouse  might  be  substituted  for  the  present  antiquated 
full  dress.  The  troops  are  but  poorly  provided  with  light- brown  uniforms,  and  if 
the  weather  is  as  hot  as  at  present  in  Cuba  they  will  miss  them.  My  recommenda- 
tions as  to  a  tropical  uniform  will  be  found  in  my  annual  report. 

Medical  department. — The  health  in  this  command  is  generally  good.  In  spite  of 
heavy  and  continued  rains,  followed  by  unusual  cold,  but  316  officers  and  men  were 
in  the  hospital  on  December  1,  out  of  14,531  officers  and  men,  or  only  2.1  per  cent. 
These  figures  did  not  include  members  of  the  hospital  corps,  which  is  now  being 
reorganized  under  General  Orders,  No.  67,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps.  The 
figures  and  statistics  of  the  medical  department  are  somewhat  defective,  and  even 
Its  strength  to-day  can  not  be  given  from  the  records  of  the  office.     Chief  Steward 
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Aisenman,  a  most  industrious  and  efSoient  man,  from  the  best  figures  available  informs 
me  that  during  the  month  there  have  been  connected  with  the  medical  department 
of  this  corps  113  commissioned  officers,  including  36  regimental  surgeons,  12  stew- 
ards, 71  acting  stewards,  912  privates,  and  140  female  nurses,  or  1,284  individuals. 
As  there  are  but  316  in  the  hospital,  the  sick  of  this  command  can  not  be  said  to  lack 
on  account  of  deficiency  of  attendance. 

The  hospitals  of  the  two  divisions  are  well  located  on  the  highest  sites  available 
in  the  close  vicinity  of  their  respective  divisions.  The  sites  were  chosen  by  Lieut. 
Col.  L.  M.  Maus,  the  efficient  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps,  who  was  given  the  pick  of 
the  situations.  The  condition  at  first  was  not  favorable,  but  inspections  by  division 
inspectors  have  brought  about  a  better  system  and  better  policing.  The  hospital 
corps  is  now  so  large  that  there  should  be  no  details  from  the  line  for  any  duties 
about  the  hospitals. 

Ordnance  department. — During  the  mouth  the  United  States  magazine  rifle  has 
been  issued  to  the  men.  The  rifles  furnished  have  been  both  of  the  1896  and  1898 
models.  As  far  as  possible  each  regiment  has  been  armed  solely  with  one  model. 
I  am  informed  that  the  chief  ordnance  offiicer  has  protested  against  the  issue  of  dif- 
ferent models.  On  page  37  of  the  Description,  etc.,  of  the  United  States  Magazine 
Rifle,  issued  by  the  Ordnance  Department,  will  be  fouud  a  reason  why  the  issue  of 
both  these  models  to  one  command  is  in  the  highest  degree  dangerous. 

In  the  1896  model  when  the  thumb  piece  of  the  cut-oif  is  turned  down  the  maga- 
zine is  "on."  In  the  1898  model  when  the  thumb  piece  of  the  cut-off  is  turned  down 
the  magazine  is  "off."  The  danger  of  opposite  instructions  for  guns  issued  to  same 
command  need  not  be  dwelt  upon  further.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  all  rifles 
of  the  1896  model  be  called  in  aud  those  of  the  1898  model  issued  instead.  The  new 
web  belts  issued  for  .30-oaliber  ammunition  are  very  unsatisfactory,  the  men  com- 
plaining that  they  are  constantly  slipping.  With  the  assistance  of  a  bit  of  string, 
however,  fhey  have  been  made  to  serve.  On  November  25  I  had  the  honor  to  recom- 
mend the  issue  of  machine  guns  for  a  special  detachment  of  this  corps.  Recommen- 
dation has  been  forwarded  to  Washington  with  the  approval  of  the  corps  commander. 

Engineer  department. — The  presence,  even  for  a  brief  time,  of  an  engineer  detach- 
ment has  been  of  great  value  in  the  construction  of  bridges,  roads,  and  causeways 
connecting  various  camps. 

Signal  Corps  detachment. — The  large  number  of  electric  lights,  telephones,  and 
trolly  cars  in  and  about  the  city  of  Savannah  has  proved  disastrous  to  the  field  tele- 
phone service,  which  in  this  city  is  practically  useless,  it  being  impossible  to  hear 
with  distinctness  any  messages.  The  same  experience  I  find  prevails  with  other 
private  telephone  lines  in  this  city.  A  partial  field  telegraph  system  has  been  estab- 
lished, which  works  well. 

Jadge-advocate. — There  is  little  complaint  with  this  department,  but  much  annoy- 
ance has  been  experienced  from  the  slowness  of  bringing  cases  to  trial.  As  far  as 
can  be  traced,  commanding  officers  of  regiments  are  generally  responsible  for  this 
delay.  This  is  not  true  in  all  cases,  as  I  recently  unearthed  from  the  headquarters 
of  the  provost  guard  a  civilian  camp  follower  and  a  member  of  the  hospital  corps, 
both  of  whom  had  been  confined  thirty  days  without  trial. 

Provost  guard. — The  Fourth  Illinois  has  acted  as  provost  guard  during  all  but  the 
last  few  days  of  this  month.  The  duty  has  been  well  performed,  but  the  guard 
seems  certainly  excessive  in  size.  It  has  recently  been  relieved.  The  provost  mar- 
shal has  at  present  but  12  mounted  patrols.  The  absence  of  any  corps  cavalry  which 
could  be  utilized  for  this  service  is  certainly  felt.  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
that  a  detachment  of  cavalry  be  at  once  assigned  to  every  large  camp  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  provost-marshal  has  made  application  for  20  additional  horses.  Applica- 
tion was  referred  to  me  and  approved  on  November  20. 

I  have  ordered  the  inspectors-general  of  the  two  divisions  to  forward  detailed 
recommendations  in  regard  to  the  respective  regiments  of  their  commands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CuKTis  Guild,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Inspector-General. 
Inspbctoe-Gbneral  of  the  Army, 

Wa/r  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

41m  G 
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No.  6.—BEP0BT  OF  MAJ.  3.  J.  SLOCUM— RECEIVED  NOVEMBER  7, 1897. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 

Camp  Hamilton,  Ky.,  October  3, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  pursuance  to  the  verbal  instructions  given  me  by  the 
general  commanding,  to  report  that  my  duties  as  inspector-general  of  this  division 
began  on  the  27th  of  May  last. 

On  the  28th  of  May  I  began  the  inspection  of  the  regiments,  pursuant  to  the  order 
of  General  Breckinridge,  who  was  present  with  the  command,  making  careful 
inspection  of  the  different  departments  of  the  military  establishment. 

Medical  department. — I  found  quite  a  number  of  sick  in  each  regiment,  and  was 
informed  by  the  regimental  surgeons  that  they  could  not  get  from  the  medical  depot 
those  medicines  and  other  supplies  needed  for  the  sick,  and  was  also  informed  that. 
in  reply  to  their  request,  they  were  told  that  no  JBSue  of  medicine  or  medical  sup- 
plies could  be  had  from  the  depot  until  the  field  cases  were  filled  ;  that,  although 
the  medicines  were  on  hand,  it  was  not  the  intention  to  make  issues  until  everything 
could  be  done  in  the  order  required  by  the  Army  Regulations,  resulting  in  unneces- 
sary discomfort  and  suffering  to  the  sick.  The  different  aid  societies  did  a  great 
deal  toward  helping  out  the  unfortunate  conditions,  but  on  the  whole  the  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  of  this  department  was  a  dismal  failure.  Those  regimental 
medical  officers  bought  a  great  deal  of  medicine  with  their  own  funds  and  from 
funds  furnished  them  by  their  friends  at  home.  There  were  no  cots,  blankets, 
pillows,  nor  sheets.  The  medicine  and  medical  supplies  were  entirely  inadequate 
for  many  days  after  my  reporting  for  duty.  There  were  no  floors  in  the  tents  where 
the  sick  were.  They  were  crowded  together  in  dangerous  proximity  to  each  other, 
and  those  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profession  of  the  volunteer  service  were  very 
bitter  in  their  denunciations  of  our  miserable  system. 

i'Ae  ordnance  department. — Arms  and  equipments  came  into  different  regiments  by 
driblets.  Some  of  the  organized  State  regiments  were  armed  and  equipped  with  a  lot 
of  old  State  property,  which  would  not  have  stood  the  requirements  of  a  campaign. 
Many  of  the  rifles,  probably  50  per  cent  of  those  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  of  the 
division  were  unfit  for  battle  use — old  1873  model,  with  rifling  worn  out — and  it  was 
fully  six  weeks,  and  possibly  longer,  before  the  serviceable  Springfield  guns  were 
furnished.  I  found  in  some  cases  where  the  canteens  were  sent  to  one  regiment 
and  straps  to  another ;  haversacks  the  same.  Web  belts  came  without  the  plates. 
I  mustered  out  a  cavalry  command  a  few  days  ago  which  had  been  a  part  of  the 
first  call.  They  were  fully  armed  with  pistols,  but  had  never  received  their  holsters, 
and  pistols  were  still  unpacked. 

Commissary  department. — The  Commissary  department,  so  far  as  my  inspections 
developed — and  I  have  to  date  inspected  27  regiments — has  done  well.  It  was  the 
evident  desire  of  this  department  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  situation  without 
complying  with  peace  regulations,  resulting  in  very  good  service.  My  memory 
recalls  one  inspection  of  a  South  Carolina  regiment,  where  I  was  informed  by  the 
colonel  commanding  that  his  men  could  not  eat  the  rations  and  keep  in  good  health; 
that  many  of  his  men  had  never  seen  an  Irish  potato,  and  that  they  did  not  care  for 
fresh  meat;  their  system  would  not  keep  up  under  the  food  provided  for  in  the 
ration.  I  went  in  person  then  to  the  corps  commander  and  represented  the  matter 
to  him.  He  told  me  to  see  the  chief  commissary.  I  did  so,  and  the  chief  commis- 
sary immediately  purchased  in  open  market  all  the  rice  and  hominy  he  could  get 
and  had  it  issued  in  lieu  of  the  vegetable  rations  to  this  regiment. 

Quartermaster  department.— T]ie,  quartermaster  supplies  required  for  so  many  men 
swamped  this  department.  The  regiments  brought  with  them  a  great  deal  of  obso- 
lete, worn-out  State  property,  which  the  States  had  turned  over  to  the  United  States, 
undoubtedly  exacting  full  payment  therefor.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  in  one  regi- 
ment from  Missouri  the  State  property  belonging  to  this  regiment,  which  was  a  State 
organization,  had  been  turned  in  by  the  regiment,  by  the  State  officials,  through  one 
large  door  of  a  storehouse  and  reissued,  from  a  door  directly  opposite,  to  the  same 
men  by  the  United  States,  the  property  in  transit  going  from  one  government  to 
another,  full  compensation  undoubtedly  being  required.  An  order  for  camp  equipage 
could  not  be  filled  by  this  department  for  some  time.  Buzzacott  ovens,  camp  kettles, 
mess  pans,  axes,  shovels,  picks,  etc.,  were  not  to  be  had.  There  were  too  many 
men  to  each  tent,  which  in  my  opinion  was  one  of  the  leading  causes  for  so  much 
•ickness.  The  supply  of  clothing  to  the  troops  failed  completely.  The  depot  as 
established  by  the  department  was  examined  by  me.  On  one  occasion  I  tried  to  find 
out  what  the  trouble  was.  The  regimental  quartermasters  and  commanders  would 
come  to  me  with  their  troubles  when  I  was  inspecting,  and  I  went  to  find  out  for 
myself.  The  clothing  was  shipped  to  the  command,  many  different  sizes  in  the  same 
box  •■  the  storehouse  was  too  small  and  the  labor  unable  to  handle  it.    Quartermasters 
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would  go  day  after  day,  running  into  weeks,  with  their  wagons,  trying  to  get  neces- 
sary clothing,  but  the  game  was  completely  blocked,  and  many  and  loud  were  the 
complaints  made. 

A  short-legged  man  was  just  as  liable  to  get  a  pair  of  long-legged  trousers,  and 
vice  versa,  as  not;  shoes  the  same.  The  different  regiments  traded  among  them- 
selves, and  after  a  time  got  partially  fitted  out,  but  the  clothing  question  fell  down 
flat.  During  the  hot  summer  months  75  per  cent  of  the  command  wore  heavy  woolen 
clothing.  But  one  regiment  of  all  those  inspected  by  me  were  able  to  obtain  can- 
vas clothing  sufficient  for  the  regiment.  They  would  get,  at  different  times,  dif- 
ferent parts  of  clothing ;  all  colors,  shapes,  and  sizes,  and  it  was  very  discouraging 
to  those  in  charge. 

One  of  the  principal  appeals  made  to  me  during  the  many  inspections  that  I  made 
was  for  water  barrels  and  boilers,  so  that  the  strict  order  to  boil  all  drinking  water 
might  be  complied  with.  I  made  several  trips  to  the  office  of  the  chief  quartermas- 
ter in  behalf  of  the  command  on  this  matter,  but  without  success.  I  finally  went 
to  the  corps  commander,  and  he  told  me  to  go  again  to  the  chief  quartermaster,  who 
told  me  that  the  regiments  had  as  many  aa  15  water  barrels  to  each  regiment  (twelve 
companies),  and  the  water  being  hauled  from  4  to  7  miles.  This  reply  convinced 
me  at  once  of  a  total  failure  to  appreciate  the  condition  of  affairs,  what  was  required 
and  what  should  be  done.  Owing  to  a  failure  of  this  department  to  provide  the 
proper  shelter,  supplies,  and  clothing,  I  am  satisfied  that  much  of  the  sickness  was 
caused. 

The  whole  matter  sums  itself  up  in  this,  that  the  regulations  necessary  for  the 
conduct  of  a  small  army  during  a  period  of  thirty-five  years  of  peace,  when  built 
upon  and  expanded  into  those  required  for  an  army  ten  times  as  large  in  time  of  war, 
failed  absolutely  and  went  to  pieces. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  J.  Slocum, 

Major  and  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 


No.  7.—BEP0BT  OF  MAJ.  D.   VICKEBS— RECEIVED  NOVEMBEB  8,  1898. 

Camp  Shipp,  Anniston,  Ala.,  November  4,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  telegram  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
this,  the  following,  as  my  yearly  report,  ended  June  30,  1898 : 

On  June  11  I  received  at  Boise  City,  Idaho,  a  telegram  from  the  War  Department 
informing  me  that  I  had  been  ordered  to  duty  with  the  Sixth  Corps,  at  Chiokamauga 
Park,  and  that  the  telegram  warranted  me  in  making  the  journey  without  waiting 
for  orders  by  mail. 

I  left  Boise  City,  Idaho,  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  June  13,  for  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  via  St.  Louis,  where  I  remained  a  day  in  order  to  make  some  necessary  pur- 
chases, reporting  to  Major-General  Brooke  on  the  20th,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  Sixth  Corps  (S.  0.  No.  33,  headquarters  First  Army  Corps,  June  20,  1898,  par.  11), 
where  I  remained  until  June  26,  when  I  was  assigned  to  duty  at  my  own  request — 
there  being  no  Sixth  Corps  nor  a  prospect  of  one  being  organized — to  the  Second 
Division,  Third  Corps  (S.  O.  No.  39,  headquarters  First  Corps,  par.  1,  June  26, 1898). 

I  reported  to  Brig.  Gen.  C.  B.  Compton,  commanding  said  division,  on  Monday, 
June  27,  and  formally  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  inspector-general, 
occupying  my  time  between  the  27th  and  the  30th  in  acquainting  myself  with  the 
location  of  the  regiments  of  the  division  and  in  formally  inspecting  them  and 
familiarizing  myself  with  my  newly-found  duties. 

Since  that  time  I  have  been  continuously  on  duty  with  that  division  until  my 
arrival  at  Camp  Shipp  on  the  7th  of  September,  when  the  Third  Corps  was  merged 
into  the  First  Division  of  said  corps,  placing  me  on  waiting  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  Vickers, 
Major  and  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Breckinridge, 

Inspector-General  United  States  Army,  Washinyton,  D.  C, 


644  EEPOET    OF   THE    SECKETAKY   OP   WAR. 

No.  8.—BEF0BT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  MILET— RECEIVED  NOVEMBER  9,  1898. 

Inspector-General's  Offick,  Department  of  the  East, 

Governor's  Island,  N.  Y.,  November  4,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  telegram  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  brief  r^snmg  of  the  operations  of  this  office  since  March  23,  1898,  when 
the  system  of  district  inspections,  established  by  G.  O.  No.  18,  A.  G.  O.,  1895,  was 
changed  by  G.  O.  No.  11,  A.  G.  O.,  current  series. 

Col.  Robert  P.  Hughes,  inspector-general,  TJ.  S.  A.,  reported  April  14,  1898,  to  the 
Commanding  General  of  the  Department  for  duty  as  inspector-general,  under  tele- 
graphic instructions  from  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  which  duty  he  relin- 
(luished  May  27,  1898,  under  S.  0.  No.  115,  A.  G.  0.,  current  series,  directing  him  to 
proceed  to  San  ]?'rancisco,  Cal.,  and  report  to  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Pacific  for  duty  with  the  expedition  to  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Maj .  John  P.  Story,  Seventh  Artillery,  was  assigned  to  temporary  duty  as  acting 
inspector-general  at  these  headquarters  by  paragraph  8  of  S.  O.  No.  146,  A.  G.  0., 
current  series,  and  he  assume<l  charge  of  the  office  June  27,  1898. 

I  was  assigned  to  perform  the  duties  of  inspector-general  of  this  department  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  Major  Story  on  the  board  of  officers  to  locate  instrument  stations 
for  position 'finders  by  paragraph  7  of  S.  O.  No.  233,  c.  s.,  from  these  headquarters 
(copy  inclosed),  and  I  assumed  charge  of  the  office  on  the  Ist  instant. 

The  work  of  the  office  since  March  27,  1898,  has  been  the  inspection  by  Colonel 
Hughes  of  the  condition  of  the  fortifications,  armament,  and  efficiency  of  the 
defenses  of  Hampton  Roads,  Va. ;  Wilmington,  N.  C;  Washington,  D.  C;  Balti- 
more, Md. ;  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Portland,  Me. ;  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  Boston,  Mass. ; 
Newport,  R.  I.,  and  Long  Island  Sound,  from  April  15  to  May  7, 1898. 

Major  Story  made  the  following  special  investigations  and  inspections  from  June 
27  to  October  31,  1898: 

special  investigations. 

July  12,  1898 :  Complaint  of  A.  J.  Bush,  of  Niantic,  Conn.,  against  Lieut.  H.  S. 
Terrell,  First  Connecticut  Volunteer  Artillery,  concerning  award'  on  bids  for  hay. 

August  1-6,  1898 :  As  a  member  of  the  board  of  officers  concerning  the  alleged 
deficiency  of  medical  supplies  and  attendance  on  the  transport  Seneca. 

October  11,  1898:  Subject  of  temporary  quarters  at  Fort  Wadsworth,  N.  Y.  (in 
casemates  of  Fort  Tompkins). 

October  29,  1898:  Complaint  of  Mr.  H.  Pigg,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  as  to  want  of 
discipline  and  as  to  suifering  of  the  enlisted  men  in  tents  of  Battery  B,  First  Con- 
necticut Volunteer  Artillery,  at  old  Fort  Griswold,  Conn. 

INSPECTIONS. 

July  6,  1898 :  Camp  Black,  N.  Y.  (sanitary  condition,  etc.). 

July  12-14, 1898 :  Two  batteries  of  First  Connecticut  Volunteer  Artillery,  Camp 
Haven,  Niantic,  Conn. 

August  19,  20, 1898 :  Site  for  camp  of  Second  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  at  Sand 
Lake,  near  Troy,  N.  Y. 

August  24-31, 1898 :  Ground  for  camp  of  First  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry  at  Augusta, 
Me.,  and  grounds  with  a  view  to  increase  of  reservation  at  Portland  Head,  Maine. 

September  12, 13, 1898 :  Camp  and  ten  companies  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teer Infantry  at  Pompton  Lakes,  New  Jersey. 

October  29,  1898 :  Battery  B,  First  Connecticut  Volunteer  Artillery,  at  old  Fort 
Griswold,  Groton,  Conn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   D.   MiLEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  V. 
The  Inspectoh-General  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  Q.— report  of  major  BENSON— RECEIVED  NOVEMBER  n,  1898. 

Office  of  Inspector,  Camp  Shipp, 

Anniston,  Ala.,  November  7,  1898. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  telegram  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  my  annual  report. 

I  was  assigned  to  the  First  Division,  Third  Corps,  on  July  3,  1898,  and  joined  for 
duty  that  date.  During  the  following  two  months,  while  stationed  at  Camp  G.  H. 
Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  I  was  engaged  in  inspecting  the  guards,  camp,  and 
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outposts,  in  daily  inspections  of  the  police  and  sanitation  of  tlie  camps  belonging  to 
the  division,  and  in  investigating  and  reporting  upon  such  matters  as  were  specially 
referred  to  me  for  that  purpose  by  the  division  commander. 

Special  inspections  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  Second  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Iniantry,  and  Third  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry  were  made  by  me  between  August  10  and  15,  under  orders  from 
the  commanding  general  of  Camp  Thomas.  Between  August  21  and  28  I  prepared 
the  First  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry  for  muster  out. 

I  found  the  guard  duty  poorly  performed  and  the  discipline  lax.  Soon  after  join- 
ing it  was  ascertained  that  the  so-called  "outpost"  guard  of  the  division  was  not 
under  the  control  of  the  division  commander,  it  having  been  placed  under  tl;ie 
exclusive  control  of  Captain  Foraker,  of  General  Wade's  staff.  On  August  20, 
when  General  Frank,  the  division  commander,  was  in  command  of  the  corps,  I  was 
ordered  to  make  an  inspection  of  this  guard.  The  result  of  the  inspection  is  given 
in  my  report  of  that  date.  *  *  *  The  condition  of  police  was  found  to  be  very 
bad.  On  my  report  and  recommendation,  the  division  commander  ordered  the 
removal  and  destruction  of  the  refuse  that  had  accumulated  in  the  camps  of  this 
division  during  the  previous  two  months,  and  the  instant  discontinuance  of  the 
method  of  disposing  of  refuse  then  in  vogue,  ordering  that  all  refuse  that  could  be 
burned  be  destroyed  by  fire  and  all  other  matter  be  buried. 

It  is  remarkable  how  opposed  regimental  commanders  were  to  the  change,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  they  were  held  to  a  compliance  with  these  instructions,  as 
it  took  daily  admonitions  to  keep  them  up  to  their  duty  in  this  respect.  One  great 
difSculty  in  maintaining  discipline  was  found  in  the  reluctance  of  company  com- 
manders and  regimental  commanders  to  punish  their  men  for  wrongdoing,  and  from 
the  fact  that  when  tried  the  courts-martial  failed  to  adjudge  punishments  suited  to 
the  offense,  being  absurdly  small  and  in  some  cases  ridiculous;  as,  for  instance,  a 
prisoner  charged  with  being  asleep  on  post,  being  on  duty  as  a  sentinel,  pleaded 
"guilty,"  was  found  "guilty,"  and  "sentenced"  to  be  released  from  the  guardhouse 
without  further  punishment.  The  proceedings  were  returned  for  revision,  and  the 
prisoner  was  then  sentenced  to  "one  day's  coniinement"  in  view  of  the  prisoner's 
good  conduct  in  appearing  for  trial  without  being  ordered  to  do  so. 

The  division  commander  tried  to  correct  this  fault  in  the  courts-martial  by  return- 
ing proceedings  for  revision  of  sentences,  by  disapproving  the  sentences  as  being  a 
travesty  on  justice,  and  by  admonitions  and  instructions  to  the  courts,  but  to  no  avail. 

On  September  2  the  division  was  moved  to  Anniston,  Ala.  Here,  due  to  the  care 
taken  in  selecting  camp  sites,  to  good  water,  and  to  stringent  orders  as  to  police, 
and  the  disposition  of  garbage,  and  to  the  prompt  action  taken  by  the  division 
commander  on  information  of  violation  of  the  same,  the  camp  has  easily  been  kept 
in  a  thorough  state  of  police  and  in  good  sanitary  condition.  The  discipline  and 
instruction  have  greatly  improved.  The  courts-martial  show  some  improvement, 
but  there  is  still  much  room  for  further  improvement.  From  September  4  to  14  I 
was  engaged  in  preparing  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  for  muster 
out.  From  October  14  to  24  I  was  absent,  sick,  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability. 
From  November  1  to  5  a  thorough  inspection  was  made  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  An  inspection  of  the  clothing  accounts  in  *  *  *  Infantry 
brought  out  the  fact  that  grave  irregularities  exist,  the  officers  of  these  regiments 
failing  to  appreciate  the  responsibility  imposed  upon  them  by  the  certificates  they 
signed.  In  my  opinion,  a  copy  of  the  clothing  schedules  should  be  sent  to  "Washing- 
ton, as  this  would  compel  the  making  up  the  amounts  due  the  United  States  from 
each  soldier.  The  officers  have  certified  that  this  has  been  done,  in  many  cases  this 
being  false  in  fact  and  the  Government  unprotected. 

These  irregularities  are  the  subject  of  a  special  report  by  me.    A  second  investi- 
gation of  these  accounts  has  been  ordered  by  the  division  commander,  to  be  made 
by  me  on  November  20. 
Very  respectfully, 

Harry  C.  Benson, 
Major,  Inspector-General  of  Volunteers, 

The  Inspector-General  United  States  Army. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  10.— BEPOBT  OF  MAJ.  T.  M.  WOODRUFF— RECEIVED  NOVEMBER  14, 

1898. 

Mount  Healthy,  Hamilton  Countxi,  Ohio,  Octoier  31, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  "annual  report"  for  the  portion  of 
the  year  1S98  during  which  I  have  been  inspector-general  of  volunteers. 

I  was  appointed  on  May  12,  1898,  inspector-general  of  volunteers  with  rank  of 
major,  and  at  this  time  was  on  duty  as  mustering  officer  for  Florida  Volunteers  at 
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Tampa,  Fla.  I  organized  and  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  the 
First  Regiment  of  Florida  Volunteers,  numbering  48  ofScers  and  962  men.  There 
was  an  aggregate  of  1,120  officers  and  men  examined,  of  whom  110  men  were  rejected 
for  physical  causes.  The  organization  and  muster  were  completed  on  May  25.  On 
May  31 1  reported  by  telegraph  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  the  completion 
of  my  mustering  duties  for  the  State  of  Florida,  but  was  subsequently  directed  to 
muster  in  some  men  for  the  Second  New  York  Volunteers,  the  Second  Georgia  Vol- 
unteers, and  the  Thirty-second  Michigan  Volunteers.  I  also  mustered  in  30  more 
men  for  the  Florida  regiment. 

Until  June  20 1  was  completing  the  muster-in  rolls  and  enlistment  papers  pertain- 
ing to  these  volunteer  organizations,  and  upon  this  date  I  received  a  copy  of  Special 
Orders,  No.  140,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  dated  Adjutant-General's  Office,  June  15, 
1898,  directing  me  to  proceed  via  Tampa,  Fla.,  to  report  to  the  commanding  general 
of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  for  assignment  to  duty  on  the  staif  of  a  division  commander 
in  that  corps.  As  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  had  sailed  from  Tampa  on  June  14,  and  as 
the  depot  quartermaster  at  Tampa  could  not  furnish  me  immediate  transportation,  I 
telegraphed  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  farther  instructions  and  was  directed  to 
take  the  next  transport  that  would  sail  with  either  troops  or  supplies  for  General 
Shafter's  expedition.  The  steamer  designated  by  the  quartermaster  was  the  Coman- 
che, which  was  to  sail  on  the  27th  of  June,  but  which  did  not  finally  get  away  until 
11  a.  m.  July  3.  At  1.45  p.  m.  July  4  we  dropped  anchor  at  Key  West  and  remained 
until  9.45  a.  m.  July  5,  when  we  sailed  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Santiago.  At  2.45 
p.  m.  July  8  we  were  standing  off  Guantanamo,  and  the  U.  S.  auxiliary  cruiser  Dixie 
came  out  to  us,  but  gave  us  no  orders. 

At  about  8  a.  m.  July  9  we  entered  the  harbor  of  Siboney,  and  at  about  12.45  p.  m. 
received  orders  to  land  at  Baiquiri,  which  was  done  at  7  a.  m.  July  10.  I  reached 
Siboney  about  10  o'clock,  and  reported  my  arrival  by  telegraph  to  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  who  authorized  me  to  remain  there  until  my  horse  and 
equipments  should  be  brought  up.  At  12.50  p.  m.  on  the  12th  I  accompanied  Major- 
General  Miles,  who  had  arrived  at  Siboney  on  the  11th,  up  to  the  front,  and  I  reported 
to  General  Shafter  in  person.  1  was  then  assigned  as  inspector-general  of  the  jiro- 
visional  division  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Bates,  by 
Special  Orders,  No.  36,  headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  dated  July  13, 1898,  and  on 
this  date  reported  in  person  to  General  Bates  at  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  On  the  after- 
noon of  this  day  I  made  an  inspection  of  the  line  of  works  occupied  by  the  Twen- 
tieth United  States  Infantry,  and  also  of  a  portion  of  the  line  of  the  Second  United 
States  Infantry,  which  joined  the  right  of  the  Twentieth. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  accompanied  General  Bates  in  inspecting  a  portion 
of  his  lines^  and  while  doing  so  he  was  summoned  to  General  Wheeler's  headquar- 
ters, at  which  a  conference  was  held  as  to  farther  advancing  our  lines  in  event  of 
the  Spaniards  not  surrendering.  However,  after  the  consultation  held  by  General 
Miles  with  General  Toral  the  latter  accepted  terms  of  surrender,  conditional  upon 
approval  by  the  Governor-General  and  the  Madrid  Government.  This  was  announced 
to  the  troops  and  orders  were  given  that  the  troops  should  be  generally  withdrawn 
from  the  trenches  except  the  necessary  guards,  and  that  officers  and  men  should  not 
go  beyond  our  lines,  and  that  the  men  should  forbear  from  cheering.  Upon  July  17 
the  Spanish  army  surrendered  and  we  took  formal  possession  of  the  city  of  Santiago. 
I  accompanied  General  Bates  into  the  city  and  witnessed  the  ceremony.  Upon  the 
18th  July  General  Bates's  division  was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  guarding  the  Spanish 
prisoners,  who  began  to  move  out  of  their  works  on  that  date. 

On  the  19th  all  the  troops  moved  into  more  favorable  locations,  and  General  Bates 
moved  his  headquarters  to  a  knoll  near  the  San  Juan  mansion,  just  east  of  the  pond 
on  the  Santiago-Siboney  road,  near  where  General  Wheeler's  headquarters  had  been. 
We  occupied  this  camp  until  we  went  aboard  the  transports  to  return  to  the  United 
States,  August  24. 

On  August  1  the  provisional  division  became  the  Third  Division  of  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps,  with  the  following  organization,  viz: 

First  Brigade,  Third  and  Twentieth  United  States  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harbaoh,  colonel  Third  Infantry,  commanding;  Second  Brigade,  First  Regiment 
Infantry  Illinois  Volunteers  and  First  Regiment  of  Infantry  District  of  Columbia 
Volunteers,  Col.  H.  L.  Turner,  First  Illinois  Volunteers,  commanding ;  Tljird  Brigade, 
Thirty-third  and  Thirty-fourth  Regiments  of  Infantry  Michigan  Volunteers  and 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Colonel  Petermann,  Thirty- 
fourth  Michigan  Volunteers,  commanding. 

Under  instructions  from  the  division  commander  I  usually  inspected  one  brigade 
camp  each  day,  but  on  August  1  was  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  owing  to  the  severe  illness  of  Maj.  John  A.  Logan,  A.  A.  G.,  U.  S.  V.,  who 
upon  August  7  was  sent  aboard  one  of  the  hospital  ships.  These  duties  kept  me 
almost  continuously  at  headquarters.  I  remained  upon  this  duty  until  I  left  Camp 
Wikoir,  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  on  September  17,  on  leave  of  absence  on  account 
of  sickness.    During  this  time  I  also  acted  as  j  udge-  advocate  of  the  division. 


MAJOE-GENERAL    COMMANDING   THE    ARMY.  647 

On  August  12  General  Bates  was  directed  to  have  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry 
Ohio  Volunteers  leave  camp  and  go  aboard  transports,  which  vras  done,  and  although 
they  were  not  a  ;part  of  the  division  they  really  marked  the  beginning  of  the  embar- 
kation of  the  division  for  return  to  the  United  States.  On  the  15th  two  companies 
of  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  left,  on  the  18th  the  Third  and  Twentieth  United 
States  Infantry  regiments  embarked  on  the  Yale.  On  the  19th  the  remainder  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Michigan  got  off  and  also  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers. 
The  other  regiments  were  embarked  between  this  date  and  the  25th,  when  all  the 
division  was  under  sail  for  Montauk  Point.  Upon  this  last  date  General  Bates  and 
his  headquarters,  together  with  the  First  Regiment  Infantry  Illinois  Volunteers 
saUed  from  Santiago  on  the  steamer  Berlin,  and  arrived  at  Montauk  at  7.30  p.  m. 
August  29,  and  we  disembarked  on  August  31. 

As  to  the  Spanish  prisoners  which  were  guarded  by  the  Third  Division  up  to 
August  20,  8,800  had  gone  aboard  transports  and  had  been  shipped  off,  and  by  actual 
count  on  that  day  there  remained  4,480  in  camp,  1,240  in  hospitals  and  388  in  the 
city  on  pass,  making  a  total  of  6,108,  and  a  grand  total  of  14,908.  Except  some  of 
the  sick  who  could  not  be  moved,  all  of  the  6,108  were  sent  aboard  transports  by 
August  25.  The  principal  cause  of  delay  in  embarking  the  prisoners  was  the  fact 
that  all  the  transports  came  into  Santiago  Harbor  without  sufficient  coal  and  water, 
both  of  which  had  to  be  supplied  from  a  very  limited  stock  on  hand. 

At  iirst,  upon  moving  into  camp,  the  habits  of  the  prisoners  were  filthy;  excreta 
and  refuse  were  deposited  anywhere,  and  the  favorite  place  for  the  former  was  in  the 
roads,  paths,  and  trails.  By  degrees  the  sanitary  conditions  were  improved ;  sinks 
were  dug  and  refuse  was  burned.  No  definite  information  could  be  obtained  by  me 
as  to  the  number  of  deaths  among  the  prisoners,  but  it  was  reported  that  they  were 
from  5  to  11  daily,  and  on  one  day  15  were  reported.  No  graves  were  dug,  but  the 
bodies  were  placed  on  piles  of  brush,  saturated  with  kerosene,  and  burned,  except 
in  the  case  of  some  officers,  who  ^ere  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  in  the  city. 

Yellow  fever  was  reported  in  the  prisoners'  camp  about  28th  of  July,  and  orders 
were  given  to  absolutely  forbid  any  soldiers  going  into  the  camp.  Whether  the  fever 
actually  existed  I  was  not  able  to  learn. 

With  respect  to  the  sick  of  the  Third  Division,  the  rate  increased  rapidly  &om 
July  20,  and  on  which  date  Maj.  F.  J.  Ives,  surgeon.  United  States  Army,  chief  sur- 
geon, got  his  division  hospital  started.  On  this  day  100  men  were  reported  sick  in 
the  Third  and  Twentieth  Infantry.  On  the  23d,  in  the  division  hospital,  there  were 
116,  and  sick  in  quarters  428;  total,  534.    This  was  the  sick  report  for  five  regiments. 

On  the  24th  a  man  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  was  brought  to  the  hospital  whose 
sickness  was  pronounced  to  be  yellow  fever,  but  as  the  man  died  about  three  hours 
afterwards  an  autopsy  was  held,  and  it  was  found  that  the  case  was  "pernicious 
malarial  fever  with  heart  failure,"  due  to  overexertion  in  the  heat  of  the  san. 

On  the  24th  the  sick  were :  In  division  hospital,  130 ;  in  quarters,  562 ;  total,  692.  On 
the  25th,  17  officers  and  667  men ;  on  the  26th,  30  ofBcers  and  987  men.  This  was  a 
startling  gain  of  13  officers  and  320  men  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

The  maximum  was  reached  on  August  11,  when  the  s;ck  report  showed  60  officers 
and  1,382  men,  out  of  a  strength  of  5,500  officers  and  mtj  present  in  the  division. 

It  was  only  on  August  1  that  hospital  tents  were  procured  and  pitched  for  the 
Third  Division  hospital,  and  the  chief  surgeon  was  also  able  to  procure  about  100 
cots  and  some  chairs.  Up  to  this  time  the  most  serious  cases  were  taken  into  the 
division  hospital ;  the  cases  reported  as  "  sick  in  quarters  "  remained  with  their  regi- 
ments, and  were  treated  as  well  as  could  be  without  hospital  facilities  and  with  great 
scarcity  of  medicines.  Except  where  men  made  cots  of  pieces  of  bamboo  they  slept 
upon  the  ground.  All  of  the  regiments  of  the  division  had  secured  their  own  tentage 
by  July  24  except  the  Third  United  States  Infantry  and  the  Ninth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers.  The  Third  United  States  Infantry  finally  secured  its  tentage  and  equi- 
page at  Camp  Wikoff  p.bout  September  5,  but  as  far  as  I  could  learn  the  equipage  of 
the  Ninth  Massachusetts  was  not  received  before  it  left  for  its  home  in  Boston  and 
vicinity  about  September  8. 

My  conclusions  are  that  the  excessively  high  sick  rate  was  due  to  (1)  lack  of  tent- 
age and  proper  camp  equipage,  resulting  in  exposure  to  the  heat  of  the  sun  and  the 
drenching  rains  and  to  the  sudden  chill  of  the  soaking  dampness  of  the  nights,  a 
chill  that  penetrated  to  the  very  vitals;  (2)  lack  of  equipage,  such  as  camp  kettles 
and  mess  furniture,  resulting  in  the  food  beingimproperly  and  insufficiently  cooked ; 
(3)  total  deficiency  of  pure  and  wholesome  drinking  water  and  the  hard  work  neces- 
sary to  procure  any  water;  (4)  overexertion  during  the  extreme  heat  of  the  day, 
which  in  a  measure,  however,  could  not  be  entirely  prevented — certainly  not  before  the 
complete  investment  of  the  city  of  Santiago ;  (5)  deficiency  of  medicines  up  to  about 
August  1 ;  (6)  lack  of  changes  of  underclothing  from  the  time  of  landing  up  to  the 
time  regiments  began  to  get  their  baggage  oil  of  the  transports,  some  time  about 
July  24. 

Very  few  officers  and  men  escaped  sickness  of  some  kind  in  Cuba,  and  those  who 
did  had  some  form  of  disease  after  arrival  at  Camp  Wikoff,  as  in  my  own  case. 


648         REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  "WAR. 

The  following  observations  and  conclusions  are  respectfully  submitted : 
(a)  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  ledge  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor  at  Siboney  offered 
almost  natural  wharfage  for  the  landing  of  wagons,  pieces  of  artillery,  and  of 
animals,  but  no  attempt  seems  to  have  been  made  to  land  anything  there.     The 
small  wharf  built  by  the  engineers  was  totally  inadequate. 

(6)  The  road  from  Siboney  was  over  a  rolling  country  and  generally  favorable  for 
a  good  road,  and  the  road  that  was  cut  through  could  easily  have  been  widened  and 
kept  in  better  condition,  with  a  great  saving  in  the  hard  work  of  the  army  teams. 

(c)  The  army  was  short  of  wagons  and  q.mbulances.  Consequently  if  tentage  and 
equipage  had  been  landed  at  Siboney  it  could  hardly  have  been  sent  forward  to  the 
regiments.  With  the  greatest  exertion  rations  were  just  supplied.  After  the  trans- 
ports were  able  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Santiago  the  wagon  transportation  was 
sufficient  for  the  short  hauls  that  were  required,  but  the  animals  were  overworked. 

(d)  The  use  of  pack  mules  for  carrying  ammunition  to  the  vicinity  of  the  firing 
line  demonstrated  that  this  is  the  best  way  of  supplying  the  iiring  line,  provided 
the  ammunition  trains  can  be  brought  comparatively  near,  say  within  3  or  4  miles. 
For  long  hauls  and  over  fairly  good  roads  wagons  and  carts  should  be  used. 

(e)  The  ponies  in  the  hands  of  the  Cubans  could  have  been  used  to  great  advantage 
in  packing  supplies,  had  requisition  been  made  upon  them.  No  ponies  were  used 
until  after  the  surrender,  when  those  taken  from  the  Spaniards  were  employed  for 
various  camp  purposes. 

(/)  The  earthworks  constructed  by  the  Spaniards  were  of  small  profile,  but  were 
most  ingeniously  screened,  sometimes  by  brush  and  palm  leaves  on  the  front  slopes 
and  sometimes  by  throwing  the  earth  from  the  trenches  to  the  rear  and  allowing  the 
original  turf  to  be  the  face  of  the  works.  Throwing  back  the  earth  seemed  to  serve 
three  distinct  purposes :  (1)  Deceiving  the  enemy  as  to  the  true  location  of  the  ditch ; 
(2)  the  loose  earth  served  in  a  manner  to  prevent  ricocheting;  and  (3)  the  sand, 
gravel,  and  loose  earth  were  not  driven  into  the  faces  of  the  defenders  by  projectiles. 
Blockhouses  played  a  most  important  part  in  the  defense;  they  were  evidently 
intended  to  shelter  outposts  from  sudden  attack  by  the  insurgents,  but  when  flanked 
by  pits  became  very  strong  "  points  d'appui."  The  houses  were  usually  constructed 
of  two  or  three  tiers,  the  lowest  or  ground  floor  just  permitting  the  rifles  to  rest 
upon  an  earthwork,  or  just  clear  of  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground.  Several 
blockhouses  that  I  examined  showed  little  or  no  damage  done  by  our  rifle  fire. 
Barbed  wire  was  used  most  extensively  in  entanglements.  Stakes  and  posts  set  up 
in  quincunx  order,  and  the  barbed  wire  interwoven  on  the  diagonals  as  well  as  the 
parallel  lines  at  different  distances  from  the  ground,  made  an  almost  impenetrable 
tangle.  Near  the  city  these  entanglements  were  from  24  to  30  feet  wide.  The  use 
of  barbed  wire  for  entanglements  is  not  new.  In  1879-80  I  wrote  a  short  article  for 
the  Army  and  Navy  Journal  suggesting  and  explaining  its  use,  and  its  use  is  men- 
tioned in  Professor  Mercur's  Elements  of  the  Art  of  War.  One  great  fault  of  the 
Spanish  rifle  pits  was  that  they  occupied  the  natural  crest  of  the  hills  and  not  the 
"military  crest." 

(g)  It  was  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  United  States  Army  magazine  rifle  with 
smokeless  powder  was  quite  equal  if  not  superior  to  the  Mauser.  A  careful  exami- 
nation and  comparison  of  the  two  revealed  the  superior  workmanship  of  the  former. 
And  equally  and  more  forcibly  was  it  demonstrated  that  the  Springfield  rifle  with 
black  powder  was  hopelessly  inferior  to  and  outclassed  by  the  Mauser,  and,  of 
course,  necessarily  so  by  the  United  States  magazine  rifle.  I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion 
that  the  volunteers  were  seriously  handicapped  by  having  the  Springfield  rifle,  and 
I  believe  that  they  should  not  have  been  sent  out  of  the  country  and  expected  to 
fight  with  them.  So  also  with  reference  to  black  powder  for  light  and  heavy  artil- 
lery. The  smoke  not  only  clearly  defines  the  location  to  the  enemy,  but,  unless 
there  be  a  strong  wind,  seriously  interferes  with  the  sighting  and  accurate  firing. 

(h)  As  far  as  1  observed,  rations  were  abundantly  and  regularly  supplied  during 
the  whole  time  the  Army  remained  at  Santiago,  except  during  the  for  ward  movement 
and  the  fighting  on  June  30  and  July  1  to  3.  Of  course  there  was  difficulty  in  pre- 
paring food,  particularly  in  the  trenches,  with  water-soaked  wood.  In  the  Third 
Division  there  were  frequent  issues  of  potatoes  and  onions  from  July  10.  About  the 
20th  we  arranged  to  have  fresh  bread  baked  in  town,  and  about  a  week  later  fresh 
beef  was  issued.  This  beef  was  on  the  contract  of  the  Swift  Packing  Company,  of 
Kansas  City,  and  was  of  superior  quality.  The  bacon  issued  was  the  worst  I  have 
ever  seeu  issued  to  troops,  and  the  great  sides  of  bacon,  weighing  from  70  to  140 
pounds,  without  any  sacking,  and  the  way  they  were  handled  by  the  dirty,  sweaty 
stevedores,  made  the  bacon  a  nasty,  greasy,  nauseating  mess. 

With  the  superior  methods  of  curing  and  packing  of  the  present  day  bacon  for  our 
Army  should  be  put  up  in  much  better  shape.  Packages  containing  one,  two,  or 
three  rations  could  be  made,  each  package  wrapped  in  paraffin  paper  and  then  sealed 
in  tin  cans  of  various  sizes  holding  from  10  to  100  rations.  The  economy  of  this 
method  of  packing  would  be  in  preventing  wastage  due  to  heat  and  dirt,  cleanlinesB 


MAJOR-GENERAL    COMMANDING   THE   ARMY.  649 

of  the  ration,  which  is  at  once  ready  for  cooking,  and  facility  of  handling  and  of 
issuing.  Although  the  opportunity  seemed  to  present  itself  in  this  campaign,  no  use 
was  made  of  the  "emergency  ration,"  nor  of  any  of  the  well-known  wholesome  com- 
pressed and  condensed  foods. 

(i)  It  appeared  to  me,  while  at  Tampa  waiting  for  the  transport  Comanche  to  sail, 
that  there  was  an  entire  lack  of  system  in  loading  the  transports.  The  guns  and 
caissons  of  6  light  batteries  of  artillery  were  all  put  aboard  the  Specialist,  and  over 
and  around  the  guns  were  stowed  forage  and  rations.  The  Comanche  carried  about 
700  men  of  these  batteries,  but  there  was  no  provision  for  swinging  hammocks  for 
all,  and  more  than  half  of  the  men  slept  on  the  decks.  In  stormy  weather  or  with 
any  sea  on  this  would  have  been  a  hardship  amounting  to  cruelty.  On  the  Berlin, 
returning  from  Santiago  to  Montauk  Point,  hammocks  were  swung  for  some  1,.500 
men  or  more.  In  attempting  to  carry  so  many  the  hammocks  were  swung  only  18 
inches  from  center  to  center;  so  it  was  impossible  for  a  man  to  move  without  striking 
his  neighbors. 

Troops  should  not  be  required  to  travel  on  transports  on  the  travel  ration  alone. 
Hot  cofl'ee  or  tea  morning  and  night  and  at  least  one  hot  meal  daily  should  be  sup- 
plied from  the  ship's  galley.  This  does  not  require  any  demonstration,  as  all  Atlantic 
liners  carrying  emigrants  furnish  such  meals  to  them.  All  troop  ships,  transports, 
and  colliers  should  be  under  the  management  of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  troops 
and  their  supplies  should  simply  be  things  to  be  moved  like  passengers  and  freight 
upon  any  first-class  Atlantic  steamship. 

(fc)  The  mail  facilities  for  the  Army  at  Santiago  were  totally  deficient,  and  the 
post-office  management  was  criminally  careless.  Letters  addressed  to  me,  with  my 
rank,  corps,  and  division,  were  returned  to  the  United  States  without  any  attempt 
being  made  to  drop  them  into  our  headquarters'  mail  bag.  There  were  postal 
clerks  in  both  the  First  Illinois  and  First  District  of  Columbia  regiments,  and 
offers  of  their  services  were  made,  but  declined.  There  is  no  single  thing  that  better 
keeps  up  the  morale  of  a  command  than  the  knowledge  of  swift  and  sure  communi- 
cation with  one's  home  and  family ;  yet  many  soldiers  never  received  letters  that 
were  sent  to  them  until  after  reaching  Montauk  Point  or  their  home  stations. 

I  can  not  refrain  from  speaking  of  the  services  of  the  Signal  Corps,  both  regular 
and  volunteer.  The  telegraph  and  cable  and  telephone  lines  were  maintained  and 
operated  with  skill,  judgment,  and  tireless  energy. 

(m)  While  on  duty  as  mustering  officer  at  Tampa  I  was  again  and  again  impressed 
with  the  uselessness  of  ordering  vohmteers  to  the  point  of  embarkation  before  they 
were  fully  armed  and  equipped  and  somewhat  instructed  in  camp  and  all  military 
dnties.  The  volunteer  regiments  were  all  mustered  in  by  Regular  Army  officers,  who 
could  have  been  placed  on  duty  as  inspectors  and  instructors,  and  who  could  have 
reported  upon  the  progress  in  equipment  and  instruction,  and  the  regiments  should 
not  have  left  their  rendezvous  until  the  officers  reported  a  full  equipment  and  a 
satisfactory  condition  of  instruction. 

(re)  My  inspection  of  unserviceable  property  was  confined  to  the  inspection  of 
some  Bnzzacott  ovens  pertaining  to  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers, 
reports  upon  which  have  already  been  forwarded.  Upon  the  transport  Berlin,  when 
returning  from  Santiago,  I  daily  inspected  the  men's  quarters,  the  closets,  men's 
galley,  and  the  hospital.  In  this  connection  I  must  commend  the  management  and 
efficiency  of  Capt.  William  H.  CouUing,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  Berlin. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Thos.  M.  Woodruff, 

Major  and  Inspector-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 

The  Inspkctor-Gbnbrai.  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  11.— BEPOBT  OFMAJ.  H.  H.  CARLTON— RECEIVED  NOVEMBER  14,  1898. 

New  York  City,  September  SO,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  official  telegram  of  November  3,  1898,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  my  annual  report,  as  follows : 

Having,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  133,  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  Washington,  June  7,  1898,  reported  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke,  command- 
ing troops  at  Chickamauga  National  Park,  Georgia,  I  was,  under  Special  Orders, 
No.  33,  from  Major-General  Brooke,  dated  June  20,  1898,  assigned  to  duty  with  Maj. 
Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  commanding  the  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  at  Chicka- 
mauga National  Park,  Georgia,  and  reported  for  duty  same  date,  to  wit,  June  20, 
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CHICKAMAUGA  NATIONAL  PARK — SPECIAL  DUTIES. 

The  inspection  and  condemnation  of  Government  properties  and  supplies  were  as 
embodied  in  personal  reports  for  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  1898,  and  to 
which  reference  is  hereby  respectfully  made. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  to  re'port  that  the  Government  supply  and  equipment  in 
all  the  different  departments  of  the  Army  were,  as  far  as  my  inspections  and  obser- 
vations went,  abundant  and  of  good  quality,  save  in  that  of  arms  and  ammunition. 
The  arms,  though  plentiful,  were  not  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  patents,  nor 
was  the  ammunition  what  it  should  have  been.  Owing  to  the  short  period  of  time 
in  which  so  large  an  army  was  marshaled  in  the  field  for  active  service,  this  doubt- 
less was  unavoidable,  and,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  discover,  this  deficiency  was  as 
rapidly  as  possible  remedied  by  furnishing  the  different  commands  with  proper  arms 
and  ammunition.  This  deficiency  appertained  only  to  the  infantry  commands,  the 
artillery  and  the  cavalry  arms  of  the  service  being  all  that  could  be  wished  or 
demanded  as  to  arms,  horses,  and  equipments  generally. 

SUBSISTENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  food  supply  for  the  soldiery  at  Chictamauga  Part  was  not  only  abundant,  but 
of  unusually  good  quality.  The  men  were  kept  constantly  supplied  with  vegetables, 
fresh  bread,  and  fresh  meat.  Each  company  in  each  command  was  supplied  with 
ample  cooking  arrangements,  the  "Buzzaoott  stove"  being  used.  There  was  no  lack 
of  fuel  for  cooking,  and  if  deficiency  or  irregularity  obtained  in  properly  rationing 
or  feeding  the  soldiers  it  was  due  to  the  negligence  and  inefficiency  of  company  and 
regimental  officers.  I  heard  of  no  complaint  on  this  score,  and  do  not  believe  that 
any  ground  of  complaint  existed. 

quartermaster's  DEPARTMENT. 

There  was  no  lack  of  supply  and  proper  distribution  on  the  part  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department.  Transportation  was  ample  for  the  troops  stationed  there. 
The  tentage  was  good  and  abundant.  The  clothing  was  all  that  soldiers  in  the  field 
could  have  asked  for  or  expected.  It  is  true  that  the  clothing,  in  some  instances,  was 
rather  heavy  for  the  season  of  the  year,  but  this  was  unavoidable,  and  I  am  clearly 
of  the  opinion,  both  from  observation  aud  experience,  that  clothing  of  medium 
weight,  such  as  most  of  the  soldiers  were  supplied  with,  is  far  better  for  the  men 
than  uniforms  made  of  lighter  or  thinner  material. 

ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

There  was  considerable  condemnation  of  arms  and  ammunition  (as  well  as  of  tent- 
age),  which  was  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  volunteer  soldiers  had  entered  the 
service  bringing  with  them  such  equipments  as  liad  been  furnished  them  by  their 
respective  States,  and  which  had  been  in  the  National  Guard  service  of  the  different 
States  for  a  long  while,  and  which  were  practically  worn-out  and  unserviceable. 
The  United  States  Government  receiving  these  equipments,  had,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  to  supply  the  deficiency,  thus  proving  of  great  advantage  to  the  States  and 
of  great  expense  to  the  General  Government. 

EFFICIENCY  OF  ADMINISTRATIVE  AND   STAFF   OFFICERS. 

No  volunteer  army  was  ever  supplied  with  more  efficient  and  energetic  adminis- 
trative and  staff  officers  than  was  the  First  Division,  Pirst  Army  Corps,  stationed  at 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  National  Park.  True  to  that  high  sense  of 
patriotism  which  had  brought  them  into  military  position,  and  with  a  full  realiza- 
tion of  the  duty  and  responsibility  resting  upon  them,  they  were  active,  vigilant, 
and  ever  up  to  the  full  discharge  of  their  respective  duties. 

EFFICIENCY,   DISCIPLINE,   AND  APPEARANCE   OF  TROOPS. 

The  regiments  forming  the  Pirst  Division,  Pirst  Army  Corps,  being  composed  of  a 
class  of  officers  and  men  rather  better  than  the  average  volunteer  soldiery,  the  drill, 
discipline,  general  efficiency,  and  appearance  of  the  troops  were  likewise  far  above 
the  average ;  indeed,  it  might  be  said  in  this  respect  the  troops  were  unexception- 
ally  good. 

DISBURSEMENTS  AND  ACCOUNTS. 

So  far  as  my  inspections  covered  the  acts  aud  doings  of  the  disbursine  officers  of 
the  command,  their  disbursements  of  the  public  funds  were  judicious  and  in  con- 
formity to  the  law  appropriating  said  funds. 
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MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Owing  to  the  unexpected  amount  of  sickness  obtaining  among  the  troops  at  Chick- 
amauga  National  Park,  the  amount  of  medical  supplies  did  not  prove  as  ample  as 
they  should  have  been.  As  to  medical  and  surgical  staff,  while  it  would  be  next  to 
impossible  to  organize  an  army  composed  so  largely  of  volunteer  troops  as  was  this 
army  without  having  to  contend  with  some  inefficient  officers,  yet,  as  a  whole,  the 
medical  officers  of  the  command  which  it  was  my  duty  to  inspect  were  not  only  effi- 
cient, but  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Much  that  has  been  complaint  J 
of  by  overzealous  patriots  and  philanthropists,  as  well  as  an  unfair  and  injudicious 
press,  was  due,  doubtless,  to  a  change  of  the  medical  organization  from  regimental 
to  division  hospitals.  While  the  division  hospitals  have  their  advantages,  and,  in 
the  course  of  time,  with  more  experience  and  a  more  thorough  organization,  they 
may  prove  best,  yet  the  change,  made  as  it  was,  caused  confusion  and  in  some 
instances  a  too  great  crowding  together  of  the  sick,  and  not  always  with  sufficient 
medical  and  nursing  attention.  The  greatest  objection,  however,  to  the  change  con- 
sisted in  the  effect  it  had  toward  relieving  the  regimental  and  company  officers  from 
a  more  direct  and  constant  care  of  their  men.  Unfortunately,  there  is  much  prone- 
ness  OQ  the  part  of  line  officers  in  volunteer  commands  to  regard  their  principal 
duties,  that  of  seeing  to  the  drills,  practice  marching,  target  practice,  and  general 
duties  of  the  soldier,  while  this  change  of  regimental  into  division  hospitals  furnish 
them  with  at  least  a  pretext  of  excuse  for  neglecting  that  higher  duty  of  looking 
after  the  comfort,  health,  and  well-being  of  their  men. 

POLICE  AND   SANITATION. 

Chiokamauga  National  Park  is  not  in  a  strictly  healthy  but  a  decidedly  malarial  or 
miasmatic  section  of  the  country.  While  the  sickness  at  this  point  may  have  been 
aggravated  by  a  neglect  in  proper  police  and  sanitation  of  the  camps,  yet  it  was  more 
largely  incident  to  the  climate  and  location,  and  was  unavoidable,  especially  among 
troops  coming  from  northern  latitudes.  The  water  supply  was  not  insufficient,  but 
not  good  for  drinking,  save  where  the  precaution  was  taken  of  boiling  or  filtering  the 
same.  The  police  and  sanitation  of  the  camps  were  not  such  as  should  have  been. 
This  was  a  constant  care  of  the  commanding  general  and  those  staff'  officers  charged 
with  the  duty  of  looking  after  the  same.  The  deficiency  was  hard  to  relieve,  owing 
to  the  usual  carelessness  of  an  untrained  soMiery,  and  the  inefficiency  and  neglect 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  line  officers.  The  camps  were  as  carefully  and  judiciously 
selected  as  possibly  could  have  been  done  under  the  surronnding  circumstances. 

Accompanying  Major-General, Wilson,  I  left  Chickamauga  National  Park  July  5, 
1898,  and  arrived  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  July  6,  1898.  Here  General  Wilson,  with  the 
troops  accompanying  him,  remained  until  July  20, 1898.  During  the  stay  in  Charles- 
ton the  troops  were  comfortably  quartered  in  the  sheds  or  warehouses  near  Charleston 
Harbor.  A  good  deal  of  sickness  developed  among  the  troops  at  this  point,  which 
was  due,  doubtless,  to  the  malarial  infection  of  Chickamauga  Park,  the  change  of 
location  having  the  effect  of  developing  sickness  from  the  latent  miasmatic  poison- 
ing. This  was  aggravated  through  the  apparent  impossibility  of  keeping  the  men 
away  from  the  numerous  huckster  stands.  Quite  an  alarm  went  out  from  Charleston, 
and  much  was  said  in  the  press  about  the  sickness  at  that  point  being  due  to  misman- 
agement, etc.  This  was  but  idle  talk,  and  if  there  was  an  aggravation  of  sickness 
beyond  natural  causes,  it  was  due  to  the  uncontrolled  imprudence  of  the  soldiers 
themselves. 

The  supplies  in  every  department  here  were  abundant  and  judiciously  distributed 
and  administered.  The  men  were  rationed  with  vegetables,  fresh  bread,  and  meat, 
abundantly  and  every  day.  The  discipline  of  the  troops  was  excellent.  The  weather 
was  intensely  hot,  and  in  the  practice  marches  some  few  men  suffered  temporary  but 
not  lasting  or  serious  injury. 

Leaving  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  July  20,  1898,  in  company  with  Major-General  Wil- 
son, aboard  the  U.  S.  transport  Oidam,  I  proceeded  with  him  to  Porto  Rico,  land- 
ing at  Porte  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  July  28,  1898.  The  trip  to  Porto  Rico  was  a  most 
successful  one.  The  vessel  was  in  fine  condition.  The  subsistence  was  all  that 
could  have  been  asked.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  transport  Obdam,  Capt. 
Harlow  R.  Arey,  and  his  associate  officers  deserve  to  be  specially  commended  for 
their  efficiency  on  this  trip. 

PORTO  RICO. 

Being  with  the  same  command,  the  good  effects  of  the  discipline  and  drill  adminis- 
tered the  troops  at  Chickamauga  Park  was  plainly  and  efit'ectively  demonstrated, 
now  that  they  were  entered  upon  a  more  active  field  of  duty,  and  contributed  largely 
to  the  effectiveneas  and  success  of  the  Porto  Rican  campaign.    The  army  supplies 
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■were  abundantly  sufiScient  and  of  good  quality.  There  was,  of  course,  some  unavoida- 
ble loss  and  damage  of  army  stores,  consequent  upon  the  long  sea  voyage,  but  not 
sufficient  to  create  want  or  distress  on  part  of  the  troops.  Vegetables  to  the  extent 
the  island  aft'orded  were  issued,  and  the  fresh  bread  and  meat  supplied  to  the  troops 
were  liberal  and  abundant.  Going  to  the  island  of  Porto  Rico  at  probably  the  most 
unfavorable  (the  rainy)  season  of  the  year,  there  was,  of  course,  considerable  sickness 
among  the  troops.  The  dews  were  heavy,  and  the  soldiers  being  of  necessity  in 
camps  were  subjected  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of  a  strictly  tropical  climate. 

So  far  as  my  inspections  extended,  the  sickness  incident  to  this  campaign  was  due 
to  local  and  natural  causes,  and  by  no  means  attributable  to  mismanagement  or  a 
lack  of  proper  supplies  or  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  its 
officials.  The  sickness  was  alike  prevalent  both  with  officers  and  men.  It  is  more 
than  likely  that  the  want  of  proper  police  and  sanitary  conditions  contributed 
somewhat  to  the  sickness  of  the  troops,  but  it  must  be  reasonably  and  rationally 
remembered  that  in  a  tropical  island,  with  all  of  its  conditions  to  be  contended 
with,  it  is  a  matter  impossible  to  attain  perfection  on  this  line. 

As  the  full  details  of  the  campaign  are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  commanding 
general,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  allude  to  them  in  this  report. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  island  of  Porto  Rico  is  a  rich  and  most  productive  country,  arid  no  doubt  will 
prove  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  United  States.  The  fertility  and  productiveness 
of  its  soil  is  proven  in  the  large  and  abundant  yield  of  sugar,  coffee,  tobacco,  and 
tropical  fruits.  The  climate  is  pleasant  and  altogether  endurable.  With  proper 
care  and  precaution  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  a  healthy  habitation. 
It  is  most  abundantly  and  advantageously  watered,  which  will  make  the  introduc- 
tion of  proper  sanitation  a  matter  of  easy  work.  The  natives  as  a  mass  are  of  a 
most  inferior  race,  but  entirely  docile  and  submissive. 

There  is  considerable  intelligence  and  refinement  to  be  found  among  the  better 
or  Spanish  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  these  were  apparently  enthusiastically 
rejoiced  at  the  coming  of  the  United  States  troops.  The  improvements  upon  the 
island,  especially  in  the  towns  and  cities,  are  really  greater  than  could  have  been 
anticipated  or  expected.  With  the  introduction  of  American  energy  and  enterprise 
Porto  Rico  will  beyond  doubt  become  a  valuable  possession  of  the  United  States. 
Accompanying  Major-General  Wilson,  who,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,  dated  Porte  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  August  26, 1898,  we  left  Porte  Ponce 
September  8,  1898,  and  sailing  for  New  York  City,  landed  there  September  15,  1898, 
when  and  where  my  duties  as  inspector-general  of  the  First  Division,  First  Army 
Corps,  ceased. 

SUGGESTIONS  AND  REMARKS. 

It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  in  this  report  to  make  mention  of  the  high  qualities 
and  great  efficiency  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  H.Wilson  as  a  commanding  officer.  Able, 
energetic,  ever  watchful,  and  altogether  resourceful,  he  has  few  if  any  superiors  as 
a  valuable  and  successful  commanding  officer.  It  is  altogether  proper,  as  well  as 
my  duty,  to  here  make  especial  mention  of  the  following  officers  of  General  Wilson's 
command : 

Maj.  Eli  D.  Hoyle,  as  ordnanceoffioer  on  General  Wilson's  staff,  deserves  special  men- 
tion and  commendation  for  his  proficiency  as  an  officer  and  his  constant  faithfulness 
to  duty.  What  is  here  said  of  Major  Hoyle  should  likewise  be  said  of  Maj.  James  O. 
Varnedoe,  chief  commissary  subsistence  department;  Maj.  John  McG.  Woodbury, 
chief  surgeon;  Maj.  L.  A.  Craig,  adjutant-general;  Capt.  Augustus  P.  Gardner, 
assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  assistant  quartermaster, 
and  Capt.  Osman  Latrobe,  aid-de-camp. 

By  way  of  suggestion  I  would  beg  to  say  that  one  of  the  troubles  in  handling  and 
supplying  eo  large  an  army  in  the  field,  and  that  which  has  doubtless  given  rise  to 
80  much  unwise  and  unjust  criticism,  is  the  too  strenuous  adherence  to  army  or  gar- 
rison regulations  and  rules  in  administering  the  duties  of  an  army  in  the  field.  This, 
which  is  termed  the  "red  tapeism  "  of  the  Army,  often  causes  such  delay  as  is  detri- 
mental to  the  service  and  not  unfrequently  brings  hardship  and  temporary  privation 
to  the  soldiery. 

I  would  further  suggest  in  this  connection  that  the  supply  of  subsistence  for  sale 
to  enlisted  men  in  the  commissary  departments  is  not  sufficiently  abundant  nor 
selected  with  that  care  and  judgment  that  it  should  be. 

One  of  the  greatest  sources  of  trouble  with  the  army  which  has  been  serving  in 
the  Spanish-American  war,  and  one  that  has  caused  the  greatest  fatality  from  sick- 
ness, has  been  the  want  of  proper  police  and  safe  sanitation  among  the  camping 
troops.  This  being  true,  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  proper  authori- 
ties of  the  Army  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  inventing  and  putting  into  practical 
use  in  the  Army  some  convenient  and  transportable  system  of  crematories,  which 
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shall  be  a  part  and  parcel  of  every  camping  troop,  thus  doing  away  with  the  dan- 
gerous and  sickness-producing  sinks.     What  the  Army  needs   is  some  safe  and 
successful  disposition  of  the  garbage  incident  to  every  army  camp. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  H.  Carlton, 
Major  and  Inspector-General,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 
The  Inspector-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  12.—BEP0BT  OF  MA  J.  B.  A.  BBOWN—BECEIVED  NOVEMBEB  IS,  1898. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  Noveniber  12, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  statement  of  my  service  in  the 
Inspector-General's  Department,  United  States  Volunteers : 

I  reported  for  dnty  under  my  present  com  mission  and  assignment  to  Second  Divi- 
sion, Second  Army  Corps,  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1898,  at  Camp  Alger,  Va. 

At  this  time  the  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  consisted  of  9  regiments, 
viz: 

First  Brigade. — Twenty -second  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

iSecojjdiJnjade.— SixthPennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  FourthMissouri  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Third  Brigade. — First  Rhode  Island  Volunteer  Infantry,  Second  Tennessee  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Between  July  14  and  31  I  made  a  careful  and  thorough  inspection  of  these  9  regi- 
ments with  a  view  to  determining  their  condition  as  regards  clothing,  equipment,  and 
instruction,  with  a  view  to  service  in  the  field  at  an  early  date. 

All  men  of  the  regiments  were  clothed,  with  the  exception  of  recruits  recently 
joined  and  a  small  number  of  men  for  whom  proper  sizes  had  not  been  obtained. 

The  quality  of  clothing  was  in  some  cases  the  cause  of  complaint.  A  number  of 
trousers  and  shoes  of  the  early  issues  were  of  inferior  quality.  The  trousers  became 
badly  torn  in  some  cases  in  a  few  days  and  the  shoes  wore  out  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 
On  the  march  +,o  Thoroughfare  Gap  the  following  month  these  shoes  of  inferior 
quality  went  completely  to  pieces  on  a  march  of  about  40  miles  and  left  the  men 
barefooted. 

At  the  time  of  my  inspection  many  regiments  had  just  received  important  parts 
of  their  equipment  and  appeared  with  it  for  the  first  time.  But  with  slight  excep- 
tion they  were  all  fully  equipped  for  field  service. 

The  instruction  was  as  a  rule  very  creditable,  considering  the  short  time  the  regi- 
ments had  been  in  the  service.  The  Twenty-second  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry  was 
not  as  well  advanced  as  others,  but  the  regiment  had  arrived  at  Camp  Alger  without 
any  equipment  whatever,  and  with  no  efficient  officer  of  experience  in  the  regiment 
they  were  slow  in  picking  up  the  rudiments  of  instruction.  The  Second  Tennessee 
Volunteer  Infantry  had  arrived  under  similar  disadvantages,  but  the  eiBciency  of 
the  commanding  officer  and  two  of  his  field  officers  had  placed  the  regiment  on  a  par 
with  the  average  regiment  of  the  division. 

The  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  and  the  First  Rhode  Island  Volunteer 
Infantry  were  both  notably  advanced  in  instruction,  and  this,  with  excellent  dis- 
cipline and  complete  equipment,  made  these  regiments  very  satisfactory  organiza- 
tions for  any  service  demanded  of  them. 

In  discipline  there  was  a  great  difference  in  the  different  regiments.  This  seemed 
to  be  a  matter  where  the  personality  of  the  regimental  commander  was  the  principal 
factor.     *     *     » 

The  tentage  on  hand  was  barely  the  regulation  allowance  and  was  insufficient  in 
quantity.  Six  men  to  a  common  tent  and  20  to  a  conical  wall  tent  is  too  large  a  num- 
ber, and  many  men  slept  under  shelter  tents  and  under  trees  in  preference  to  sleep- 
ing in  the  crowded  tents.  In  fact,  the  extreme  heat  made  it  impossible  for  the  men 
to  occupy  tentage  as  assigned.  In  the  case  of  the  Third  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  the  large  number  of  men  who  slept  under  trees  on  ground  comparatively 
low  and  near  the  bed  of  a  sluggish  stream  may  have  been  one  of  the  causes  of  excess- 
ive illness  in  that  regiment. 

At  this  time  the  transportation  was  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  command,  but 
very  deficient  in  quantity  with  a  view  to  a  march  or  service  activity  in  the  field. 
The  only  wagons  and  teams  were  those  of  the  division  corral,  and  these  were  not 
organized  in  trains.  The  teams,  about  60  in  number,  did  the  service  of  the  whole 
division  in  camp,  and  no  provision  had  been  made  for  equipment  of  the  brigades  and 
regiments  with  transportation  for  a  march  or  for  field  service. 
This  was  the  state  of  aflfairs  when,  on  the  evening  of  August  2,  1898,  an  order  was 
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received  directing  the  division  to  march,  the  next  morning  not  later  than  8  a.  m. 
toward  Manassas,  Va. ,  where  it  was  hoped  suitable  camping  ground  would  be  found. 
All  tentage,  camp  equipage,  and  heavy  baggage  were  to  be  shipped  by  rail. 

The  entire  night  was  spent  in  preparation ;  rations  were  issued  for  five  days  and 
teams  were  promised  from  St.  Asaph,  "Va.  The  division  marched  out  of  camp  next 
morning  about  9  a.  m.  toward  Burkes  Station.  The  day  was  extremely  hot  and 
sultry.  Only  a  small  part  of  the  wagons  promised  arrived.  All  circumstances  were 
against  the  making  of  a  well-ordered  march  with  green  troops. 

The  straggling  that  resulted  was  excessive  in  the  extreme.  More  than  half  the 
wagons  promised  did  not  arrive  until  twenty-four  hours  later,  and  all  plans  regard- 
ing arrangement  of  the  transportation  miscarried.  The  brigade  commissaries,  due 
to  the  lack  of  experience,  failed  in  the  proper  performance  of  their  duties.  The 
troops  were  short  of  rations,  but,  due  to  misleading  reports  from  brigade  command- 
ers and  brigade  commissaries,  the  true  facts  were  not  known  to  the  division  com- 
mander until  the  third  day  out  from  Camp  Alger,  when  prompt  and  effective  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  correct  the  shortage. 

In  the  meantime  the  straggling  of  the  first  day  and  the  excuse  of  shortage  of  rations 
led  to  depredations  for  many  miles  around.  *  *  *  On  account  of  water  supply 
the  men  were  compelled  to  go  out  of  camp,  and  then  they  spread  over  the  country 
in  all  directions  for  3  or  4  miles. 

The  course  of  the  march  from  Burkes  Station  was  to  Bull  Run,  1  mile  from  Clifton 
Station,  and  thence  through  Manassas  to  Bristow  Station,  where  it  was  expected 
suitable  camping  ground  would  be  found.  The  lack  of  suitable  water  supply,  how- 
ever, rendered  it  imperative  to  move  on,  and  the  march  was  continued  to  Thorough- 
fare Gap,  where  camping  grounds  had  been  previously  selected.  The  grounds, 
however,  had  been  selected  in  dry  weather,  and  heavy  rains  for  two  days  preceding 
the  arrival  of  the  division  changed  the  hard  ground  to  soft  mud.  The  high  ground, 
hilltops,  and  slopes  were  just  as  bad,  and  in  some  places  worse,  than  ground  relatively 
low.  The  water  supply  was  from  a  spring  adequate  in  quantity  and  satisfactory 
in  quality,  but  it  had  to  be  hauled  in  engine  tenders  and  thence  to  the  regiments  in 
water  barrels.  The  engine  tenders  had  previously  contained  foul  water  and  had 
not  been  cleaned  out  for  years.  As  a  consequence  the  water  was  entirely  unsatisfac- 
tory by  the  time  it  reached  the  men. 

The  rains  continued,  and  the  camping  grounds  became  worse,  so  that  it  was  very 
soon  developed  that  the  place  was  not  suitable  for  a  permanent  camp.  Orders  were 
received  for  the  transfer  of  the  division  by  rail  to  Middletown,  Pa.,  and  the  order 
was  carried  out,  one  regiment  moving  each  day  during  the  last  days  of  August. 

Upon  the  arrival  at  Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  I  was  assigned  to  duty  as  assistant  muster- 
ing officer,  and  on  this  duty  I  prepared  two  regiments,  viz.  Third  Missouri  Volun- 
teer Infantry  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  for 
transfer  to  their  States  preparatory  to  muster  out. 

Six  regiments  of  the  division  were  mustered  out :  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Third  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Twenty-second  Kansas 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  Eighteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  and  one  battalion  of  the  Six- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  and  the  First  Delaware  Volunteer  Infantry 
were  assigned  to  the  division  and  afterwards  mustered  out. 

The  division  now  consists  of  eight  regiments,  as  follows : 

First  irigade. — Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry,  Second  West  Virginia  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  Two  hundred  and  third  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second  brigade. — Fourth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  Two  hundred  and  first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Third  brigade. — First  Rhode  Island  Volunteer  Infantry  and  Second  Tennessee  Vol- 
unteer Infantry. 

Upon  the  completion  of  my  duties  as  mustering  officer  with  the  Third  Missouri 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  I 
took  charge  of  the  office  of  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  continued  in  charge 
of  the  office  until  the  arrival  of  Major  Sharpe,  October  15,  1898.  From  October  15 
to  29  I  made  inspection  of  property  and  disposed  of  a  number  of  minor  investiga- 
tions that  had  been  held  awaiting  my  attention,  and  attended  the  Peace  Jubilee  in 
Philadelphia.  October  29  Major  Sharpe  was  taken  ill,  and  1  have  since  that  date 
been  again  in  charge  of  the  assistant  adjutant-general's  office. 

Practically,  the  office  of  inspector-general.  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 
has  been  suspended  since  September  1,  1898,  and  I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  make  any 
report  covering  that  period  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  myself  or  of  use  to  the 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  R,  A.  Brown, 

Major  and  Inapeotor-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

The  Inspbctok-Gbnbbai.  Unitkd  States  Army, 

WaaMngton,  D,  C. 
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No.  li— REPORT  OF  MAJOR  FIELD— RECEIVED  NOVEMBER  14,  1898. 

Hbadquartbks  Department  of  California, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  November  7,  1898. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  telegraphic  instructions  from  your  office  of  the  3d  instant  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  office  from 
the  date  I  assumed  charge,  per  paragraph  10,  Special  Orders  No.  120,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Office,  dated  May  23,  1898,  to  date. 

Under  date  of  September  10,  1898,  the  following  report  was  submitted  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  Department  of  California: 

»  »  #  *  ^  +  +. 

"The  inspection  of  the  money  accounts  of  officers  disbursing  funds  under  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  department  commander  stationed  in  San  Francisco  and 
vicinity,  and  of  officers  of  the  various  stations  in  the  department,  have  been  made 
and  the  results  in  each  case  transmitted. 

"The  annual  visits  to  and  inspections  of  the  posts  in  the  department  have  not 
been  made,  owing  to  the  great  press  of  official  business  at  department  headquarters. 
In  addition  to  my  duties  as  artillery  inspector  and  acting  inspector-general  I  also 
performed  the  duties  of  judge-advocate  and  for  a  considerable  Bortion  of  the  time 
those  of  the  adjutant-general. 

"  I  have  had  no  clerk  in  my  office,  although  application  was  made  on  June  9, 1898, 
to  the  Inspector-General,  United  States  Army,  for  such,  and  I  had  to  rely  on  what- 
ever clerical  services  I  could  obtain  from  the  office  of  the  adjutant-general,  which 
was  already  too  much  overcrowded  with  work. 

"The  annual  inspection  of  the  military  department  of  the  University  of  California, 
at  Berkeley,  Cal.,  has  been  made  and  the  report  thereof  submitted. 

"A  great  deal  of  public  property  borne  on  inventory  and  inspection  reports  has 
been  acted  upon."    »     »     • 

To  supplement  the  above  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  details  of  the 
work  that  has  been  performed  during  my  incumbency  of  this  office : 

Seventy-nine  sets  of  inventory  and  inspection  reports,  covering  37,490  articles,  of 
which  the  obtainable  value  was  $38,603.15,  have  been  submitted  for  inspection  and 
acted  upon. 

Thirty-six  inspections  of  money  accountability,  involving  accounts  showing  an 
aggregate  expenditure  of  $3,540,161.02,  have  been  made,  and,  notwithstanding  this 
large  disbursement  of  public  funds,  I  have  failed  to  find  a  single  irregularity. 

In  connection  with  the  armament  in  this  department  I  desire  to  quote  from  my 
report  as  artillery  inspector  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  department  of  California : 

"  The  great  want  in  our  field  artillery  is  a  rapid-fire  gun  that  can  be  practically 
kept  upon  the  target,  whose  projectiles  shall  be  at  least  equal  in  effect  to  those  of 
the  3.2-inch  gun.  The  loss  of  time  in  running  the  gun  up,  the  exhaustion  of  the  can- 
noneers If  the  action  is  prolonged,  and  the  necessity  of  relaying  the  gun  after  each 
discharge  would  be  a  fatal  handicap  as  against  German  or  French  field  artillery. 
Both  nations  have  a  carriage  which  is  without  recoil.  The  French  use  recoil  cylin- 
ders, a  spiral  spring,  and  a  ground  anchor,  the  combined  effect  of  which  is  to  keep 
the  gun  trained  on  the  object  under  fire.  From  the  reports  of  the  rapidity  and  range 
of  the  British  field  guns  in  the  recent  action,  it  is  evident  that  we  are  badly  outclassed 
by  at  least  three  European  nations,  and  every  day  the  action  of  field  artillery  in  a 
fairly  open  country  is  becoming  more  decisive. 

"The  subject  of  movable  targets  has  been  taken  up  in  this  department.  Excellent 
results  have  been  obtained  at  Fort  Riley.  The  two  forms  of  targets  found  the  most 
useful  there,  with  some  improvements,  will  be  prepared  when  target  practice  is 
resumed.  The  department  is  much  indebted  to  the  labors  of  Lieut.  C.  6.  Treat,  Fifth 
Artillery,  who  prepared  a  most  valuable  and  exhaustive  paper  on  movable  targets, 
and  placed  this  information  at  our  disposal. 

"The  principal  event  in  heavy-artillery  instruction  has  been  the  tentative  system 
of  fire  control  as  adopted  and  illustrated  in  the  camp  of  instruction  held  at  the  Pre- 
sidio of  San  Francisco  in  October  and  November,  1897.  This  was  so  fully  and  ably 
reported  to  the  War  Department  by  Brig.  Gen.  M.  P.  Miller,  colonel  Third  Artillery, 
on  the  date  of  December  16, 1897,  and  so  much  contained  in  the  accompanying  draw- 
ings and  details  is  of  a  confidential  nature  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  here  that  its 
value  to  the  artillery  can  scarcely  be  overestimated.  It  should  be  the  main  feature 
of  all  subsequent  instruction,  and  all  other  work  should  bo  subordinated  to  it.  The 
very  difficulties  and  exactions  of  a  complex  system  are  sure  to  produce  in  men  so  well 
equipped  with  technical  knowledge  valuable  solutions.    In  this  case  the  inventive 
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genius  of  Captain  Pratt  and  Lieutenant  MoNair  has  answered  favorably  the  ques- 
tion clearly  foreseen  and  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Harris-Rafferty-Lewis  Board, 
'Can  the  necessary  corrections  be  applied  in  time  to  enable  indirect  fire,  especially 
that  directed  upon  predicated  positions,  to  be  successfully  employed  against  vessels 
in  motion  ? '  Upon  the  answer  depended  the  practical  value  of  the  whole  system. 
In  recent  trials  of  laying  by  prediction  the  accuracy  attained  has  surprised  those 
officers  who  most  firmly  believed  in  it. 

"Owing  to  the  war  there  has  been  no  target  practice,  and  the  artillery  forces  of 
the  defenses  have  been  so  depleted  that  it  is  only  sufficient  to  keep  the  armament  of 
the  Presidio  in  order.  Batteries  G,  H,  K,  and  L  were  sent  to  Manila  and  Battery  A 
to  Alaska;  D  being  at  San  Diego  and  M  at  Canby,  only  E  and  I  remain  on  duty  in 
San  Francisco  Harbor.  Alcatraz  has  been  garrisoned  by  a  company  of  the  Sixth 
Caliiomia  Volunteer  Infantry  and  Fort  Baker  (Lime  Point)  by  Battery  B,  California 
Heavy  Artillery.  A  recent  inspection  of  the  defenses  show  that  the  armament  of 
Alcatraz  is  in  serviceable  condition  and  that  at  Fort  Baker  in  very  excellent  shape, 
having  scarcely  fallen  off  a  particle  from  the  very  fine  standard  attained  by  Battery 
L,  Captain  Birkhimer.  This  is  especially  creditable  to  the  present  garrison  in  view 
of  the  minute  daily  care  required  and  the  short  time  they  have  been  in  the  service. 
This  organization  (four  batteries),  commanded  by  Major  Rice  (retired  from  First 
United  States  Artillery),  is  one  of  the  best  volunteer  bodies  in  America,  and  Captain 
Hay,  of  Battery  B,  has  by  the  labor  of  his  command,  directed  by  his  own  judgment 
and  knowledge,  practically  solved  the  difficult  and  long  standing  question  of  a 
sufficient  water  supply. 

"The  condition  of  the  armament  of  the  Presidio  is  simply  faultless.  It  surpasses 
anything  I  have  overseen  in  the  way  of  heavy  ordnance  on  land,  and  is  fully  up  to 
the  standard  of  the  Navy,  which  has  always  been  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  gun  mechan- 
ism. The  armament  is  now  most  formidable,  five  10-inch  breech-loading  rifles,  on 
disappearing  carriages,  five  12-inoh  breech-loading  rifles,  sixteen  12-inch  breech- 
loading  mortars,  three  15-inch  pneumatic  dynamite  guns,  besides  15-inch  smoothbore 
andS-inch  converted  rifles.  The  lasttwocarriagesmounted  of  the  10-inch  breech-load- 
ing rifles,  center  pintle,  are  much  superior  in  several  ways  to  the  previous  model,  of  the 
front  pintle  type,  in  which  the  chain  gear  for  traversing  works  very  slowly  and  is 
somewhat  in  the  way  of  the  cannoneers.  In  the  new  model  center  pintle  the  trav- 
ersing service  is  in  front,  a  more  convenient  position.  It  consists  of  a  double  set 
of  crown  wheels  and  pinions  and  works  with  the  same  ease,  rapidity,  and  smooth- 
ness as  the  gravity  recoil  carriages.  The  azimuth  pointer  and  elevating  gear  have 
both  been  improved  and  a  retraction  gear  with  chain  attachment  enables  the  gun  to 
be  brought  down  from  the  firing  position  with  ease  as  compared  with  the  slow  and 
laborious  method  with  the  rope.  As  improved  this  disappearing  carriage  is  the 
supreme  military  triumph  of  American  invention.  A  12-inch  rifle  is  upon  the  ground 
and  a  12-inch  disappearing  carriage  for  it  is  upon  the  way.  A  16-mortar  battery 
in  line,  an  arrangement  strongly  advocated  by  Colonel  Suter,  chief  engineer  of  the 
department,  is  nearly  completed.  The  carriages  are  of  the  improved  ijordon, 
spring  recoil  pattern. 

"At  the  inspection  at  Fort  Point,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Maj.  D.  H. 
Kinzie,  Third  Artillery,  in  charge  of  harbor  defenses,  the  time  of  manning  the  10-inch 
batteries,  taken  from  tlie  bugle  signal,  was  half  a  minute.  The  hose  was  attached 
and  the  battery  ready  for  firing  in  three-quarters  of  a  minute. 

"  Major  Kinzie  strongly  urged  that  during  the  target  practice  season  the  batteries 
should  be  manned  and  shots  fired  at  an  object  previously  selected  but  unknown  to 
the  gunners,  and  the  time  and  accuracy  both  taken.  I  entirely  concur  in  this  recom- 
mendation. This  is  the  right  sort  of  realism.  The  only  Lewis  range  finder  in  the 
harbor,  which  was  sent  East  for  adjustment,  has  been  returned.  It  is  apparently 
at  least  as  incorrect  as  before  adjustment.  A  board  is  now  engaged  investigating 
it.  The  small  emergency  range  finders,  type  B,  have  been  received  and  are  fairly 
accurate,  errors  as  high  as  10  and  15  per  cent. 

"  A  board  has  been  engaged  for  some  time  formulating  a  system  of  fire  control, 
including  the  selection  of  range-finder  sites,  connections,  etc.,  in  compliance  with 
general  outlines  in  drill  regulations  for  seacoast  artillery,  for  all  sites  now  occupied, 
and  another  board,  of  which  Colonel  Suter  is  president,  is  engaged  in  the  work  of 
cable  communication  between  the  opposite  shores  of  the  bay  and  various  posts  and 
batteries  in  the  harbor. 

"The  most  urgent  needs  of  the  artillery  branch  are: 

"Base  end  houses  for  protection  of  azimuth  circles. 

"  Masonry  piers  to  rest  azimuth  circles  on. 

"  Enough  service  projectiles  allowed  to  pneumatic  guns  to  construct  a  range  table. 

"  One  of  Captain  Pratt's  ballistic  boards  for  each  10  inch  and  12  inch  battery. 

"  One  of  Lieutenant  McNair's  mechanical  range  tables  for  each  mortar  pit  and 
dynamite  battery. 

"Electric  lights  in  rooms  used  for  plotting  and  relocating.  Any  form  of  lamp 
throws  a  shadow  on  the  table  interfering  with  work. 
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"  A  complete  aud  flexible  system  of  underground  wires  connecting  with  the  Tarious 
tatteries. 

"  Substitution  of  indirect  aim  for  direct  aim  against  present  targets  (hypothetical 
planes),  and  disuse  of  planted  targets  which  can  not  be  maintained  in  place  at  any 
mid  or  long  range  in  this  harbor. 

"Better  shrapnel  and  decimal  graduation  of  fuses,  if  tenths  are  impracticable, 
fifths  instead  of  sixths,  as  now  used,  to  fit  in  with  the  decimal  graduations  of  sights. 

"  A  storage  battery  with  motors  for  service  of  12- inch  breech-loading  rifles.  Ele- 
vators can  not  do  work  necessary  for  rapid  firing  as  in  case  of  attempting  to  run 
batteries. 

"I  would  call  especial  attention  to  the  horizontal  base  system  which  has  been  the 
only  one  used  during  the  past  four  months,  owing  to  the  want  of  a  range  finder. 
The  accuracy  attained  in  predictions  has  been  simply  marvelous,  averaging  nearly 
90  per  cent  of  hits.  The  interval  (twenty  seconds)  allows  ample  time  for  correc- 
tions, and  in  view  of  the  expense  and  delicacy  of  range-finding  instruments,  it  is 
more  than  an  open  question  whether  this  simple,  cheap,  and  reliable  method  is  not 
preferable." 

*  *  n  u  *'  it  it 

Regarding  the  condition  of  the  armament  at  Ballast  Point,  San  Diego  Bay,  Cali- 
fornia, and  the  requirements  of  San  Diego  Barracks,  I  desire  to  quote  from  my 
report  of  a  recent  inspection  of  that  post. 

K  ir  #  it  it  K  a 

"  The  real  armament  is  at  Ballast  Point  where  three  10-inch  breech-loading  rifles 
are  mounted  on  disappearing  carriages,  and  the  einplacement  for  the  fourth  is  in 
process  of  construction.  These  guns  are  generally  in  fine  condition.  The  breech 
block  of  No.  2  is  slightly  out  of  order.  The  mushroom  head  and  slotted  sectors  of 
No.  3  are  slightly  pitted.  This  was  done  before  the  guns  were  turned  over  to  the 
post  commander.  It  does  not  impair  efficiency  in  any  way  but  makes  the  breech  a 
little  harder  to  keep  bright.  The  piston  rods  of  the  recoil  cylinders  were  deeply 
pitted  when  the  guns  were  received.  They  had  been  allowed  to  rust.  In  this  partic- 
ular part  of  the  carriage  it  amounts  to  nothing  but  an  eyesore.  The  carriages  are 
of  the  new  model  with  the  crown  wheel  and  pinion  device  for  traversing  instead  of 
the  chain  and  sprocket  wheel.  It  works  much  faster  and  easier.  No.  4  binds  in  one 
place,  due  probably  to  the  wearing  of  the  distance  rings.  The  other  two  traverse 
with  the  utmost  ease.  All  elevate  and  depress  easily  and  smoothly.  The  carriages 
are  very  smart.  They  have  the  chain  and  retraction  gear  for  bringing  the  gun  from 
the  firing  position.  It  took  three  minutes,  which  is  much  better  than  can  be  done 
with  the  rope. 

"  The  ammunition  service  is  far  superior  to  that  of  the  gravity  recoU  carriages.  The 
shot  truck  enables  the  projectile  to  be  run  right  up  to  the  breech  without  having  to 
raise  it  at  all.  This  great  advantage  in  disappearing  carriages  whereby  the  gun 
comes  down  to  the  projectile  would  almost  justify  the  use  of  disappearing  carriages 
on  all  sites.  The  arrangement  of  the  magazines  with  reference  to  the  guns  is  better 
and  lifts  work  more  easily  than  anything  I  have  seen.  There  is  a  defective  casting 
in  the  bracket  supporting  the  left-hand  sheave  of  Lift  No.  1.  A  board  of  survey  has 
been  called  and  the  commanding  officer,  Benioia  Arsenal,  asked  to  replace  it.  It  is 
probably  the  finest  battery  of  its  size  in  the  service.  The  concrete  is  protected  by 
nearly  40  feet  of  earth  and  the  command  of  the  channel  is  perfect. 

■*  *  #  #  * 

"There  is  a  site  for  an  auxilary  range  finder  (.depression  type),  but  the  recent 
trials  at  San  Francisco  with  a  horizontal  base  system  gave  such  surprising  accuracy 
that  unless  the  Lewis  range  finder  can  be  brought  to  much  greater  perfection  than 
the  one  in  use  there  I  anticipate  the  substitution  of  the  simpler  system  wherever  the 
conditions  as  to  the  length  and  direction  of  base  are  favorable.  Here  a  base  line 
from  1,800  to  6,000  yards  almost  perpendicular  to  the  line  of  fire  can  be  obtained. 

"The  magazines,  armament  chests,  implements,  and  equipments  are  new  and  in 
perfect  condition. 

"  The  whole  department  is  administered  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 

"  The  chief  want,  besides  the  vital  one  of  water  which  will  be  discussed  later,  is 
dummy  projectiles  for  drill.     Steps  to  obtain  these  will  be  taken  at  once. 

>  ■  1*  #  *  -  - 

An  inspection  of  Benicia  Arsenal  was  made  by  me  on  October  25  last,  and  of  its 
valne  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  a  very  large  majorityof  the  equipments  required 
by  twenty-odd  thousand  mei  have  been  supplied  from  the  arsenal,  as  the  State  equip- 
ments have  generally  been  antiquated  and  past  doing  service  in  the  field.  The  con- 
dition of  the  arsenal  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  administrative  caps  city  of  Colo- 
nel Babbitt,  and  the  amount  of  work  done  by  Captain  Babbitt  in  the  past  six 
months  can  hardly  be  appreciated  except  by  those  whose  duties  have  broaght  them 

42  M  a 
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in  daily  contact  with  the  wants  of  these  troops,  many  of  whom  arriyed  literally 
destitute  of  every  article  needful  for  a  soldier. 

In  consequence  of  the  various  duties  that  have  devolved  upon  me  in  the  scarcity 
of  ofifloers  (I  having  been  acting  judge-advocate  since  General  Shafter's  departure, 
and  assistant  adjutant-geueral  for  nearly  three  months,  in  addition  to  my  duties  as 
artillery  inspector  and  those  pertaining  to  this  office),  and  the  great  amount  of  prop- 
erty to  be  condemned  necessary  to  the  equipment  of  the  Independent  Division, 
Eighth  Army  Corps,  I  have  been  unable  to  inspect  the  posts  of  Presidio,  Aloatraz, 
Angel  Island,  and  Fort  Mason,  but  will  do  this  as  soon  as  I  return  from  Honolulu, 
where  I  will  inspect  the  new  post  and  make  some  special  investigations;  but, from 
being  at  the  Presidio  almost  daily  for  months  past,  I  am  able  to  state  in  a  general 
way  that  the  two  troops  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry  are  in  a  high  state  of  discipline  and 
efiSciency. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  invite  attention  to  my  letter  of  June  9  last,  and  to  say 
that  the  necessity  for  a  clerk  in  this  office  is  more  urgent  now  than  ever.    I  believe 
the  vacancy  made  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Carl  H.  Broaenstein  still  exists,  and  if 
so  I  most  urgently  request  that  I  be  permitted  to  temporarily  employ  a  clerk. 
Very  respectfully, 

Edwabd  Field, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Acting  Inspector-General. 

The  Ixspector-Gbkbral  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Santiago  de  Cuba,  November  8, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  telegraphic  orders  just  this  moment  received,  I  now 
forward  the  following  annual  report : 

I  have  made  monthly  reports  regularly  on  the  last  day  of  each  month  and  depos- 
ited them  in  the  United  States  mail,  and  if  any  of  them  have  miscarried  I  sincerely 
regret  it.     The  mails  are  very  irregular  and  unreliable  in  Cuba. 

On  the  19th  of  May  I  was  appointed  to  the  position  which  I  now  hold,  and  on  the 
24th  my  commission  issued,  to  date  from  the  12th  of  May,  that  being  the  date  oa 
which  I  had  received  another  appointment  of  captain  in  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment, which  was  withdrawn. 

On  the  4th  of  June  I  accepted  the  commission  of  major  and  inspector-general,  by 
telegraph,  and  on  the  6th  was  ordered  by  mail — Special  Orders  No.  132,  Headquarters 
of  the  Army — to  proceed  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  report  to  Major-General  Shafter,  com- 
manding Fifth  Army  Corps,  for  assignment  to  duty.  Before  this  order  reached  me 
by  mail  the  same  was  repeated  to  me  by  telegraph,  on  the  9th,  requiring  me  to  leave 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  where  I  then  resided,  and  proceed  at  once  to  Tampa,  Fla.,'with- 
out  waiting  for  the  order  transmitted  by  mail.  This  I  did,  reaching  Tampa  on  the 
13th,  and  reporting  to  General  Shafter  at  noon,  on  board  the  S.  S.  Seguranca. 

All  of  the  divisions  having  already  been  supplied  with  inspectors,  1  was  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Kent,  commanding  the  First  Division,  to  act  as  assistant  inspector- 
general.     This  I  did  immediately,  and  found  him  on  board  the  S.  S.  Santiago. 

I  remained  on  General  Kent's  staff  in  this  capacity  until  the  5th  of  August. 

The  order  of  General  Shafter,  ordering  me  to  report  to  General  Kent,  is  Special 
Orders  No.  18,  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps ;  and  the  order  of  General  Kent, 
announcing  me  as  assistant  inspector-general,  is  Special  Orders  No.  6,  Headquarters 
First  Division,  on  board  the  S.  S.  Santiago,  Tampa  Bay,  Florida,  June  13, 1898. 

I  landed  at  Siboney,  in  Cuba,  with  General  Kent,  on  the  26th  of  June,  and  not 
being  mounted — my  horses  being  left  behind  in  the  hurry  of  my  departure — was 
ordered  by  General  Kent  not  to  try  to  keep  up  with  his  headquarters  or  his  staff, 
but  to  take  care  of  myself  as  best  I  could,  and  he  advised  me  to  remain  on  board 
the  S.  S.  Santiago  with  the  baggage.  This,  however,  I  declined  to  do,  but  followed 
his  headquarters  on  foot,  sometimes  keeping  up  and  sometimes  being  left  behind, 
until  finally  I  overtook  it  at  San  Juan  Hill  during  the  battle,  and  did  my  duty  to 
the  best  of  my  ability. 

On  the  6th  of  July  I  succeeded  in  purchasing  a  horse,  and  after  that,  when  able  to 
ride  or  walk,  discharged  every  duty  assigned  to  me  with  promptness  and  correct- 
ness. Maj.  Philip  Reade,  who  was  the  inspector-general  of  the  First  Division,  was 
a  very  laborious  man  and  did  not  require  much  assistance  from  me ;  hence  my  duties 
were  confined  to  the  lighter  duties  of  the  camps,  and  required  no  special  report  to 
the  Inspector-General  of  the  Army.  General  Kent,  in  a  communication  to  General 
Shafter,  said  that  I  had  discharged  my  duties  satisfactorily. 
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Early  in  August,  after  two  weeks  confinement  to  my  hammock  by  the  fever,  I 
learned  that  the  troops  would  probably  be  ordered  back  to  the  United  States,  and 
not  wishing  to  leave  Cuba  as  long  as  there  should  be  an  armed  Spaniard  on  her  soil, 
I  applied  to  General  Shafter  to  be  assigned  to  some  duty  which  would  require  me  to 
remain.  I  was  then  assigned,  by  Special  Orders  No.  58,  Headquarters  Fifth  Army 
Corps,  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  L.  Wood,  for  duty,  on  the  5th  of  August,  1898. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1898,  I  at  ouce  reported  to  Gen.  L.  Wood  for  duty,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  inspector-general  on  his  staff.  But  as  he  was  at  that  time  mili- 
tary goveruor  of  Santiago,  and  afterwards  civil  governor  as  well,  and  had  no  troops 
directly  under  his  command,  my  duties  were  confined  to  an  inspection  of  the  streets 
of  Santiago  and  to  advise  in  regard  to  sanitation,  and  to  the  inspection  of  commis- 
sary stores,  and  such  other  general  duties,  not  connected  with  the  Inspector-General's 
Department,  as  the  military  governor  saw  fit  to  require  of  me.  Among  other  duties 
I  had  to  hunt  up  a  large  quantity  of  rice,  sugar,  coffee,  and  other  stores  which  some 
of  the  Spanish  officers  were  trying  to  make  way  with,  and  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
secure  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States  such  goods  to  the  value  of  nearly 
$40,000. 

During  the  month  of  August  I  was  confined  to  my  room  for  two  weeks  with  a  very 
severe  attack  of  malarial  fever,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  August  and  the  early 
part  of  September  I  was  engaged  for  ten  days  in  receiving,  cleaning,  and  disinfect- 
ing and  putting  in  order  the  Spanish  military  hospital  of  this  place,  which  duty  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  perform  in  such  a  manner  as  to  win  the  approbation  of  both 
General  Lawton  and  General  Wood,  who  inspected  my  work. 

On  the  11th  of  September  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  department  commander 
for  temporary  duty,  and  was  by  General  Lawton  placed  in  charge  of  three  trans- 
ports and  ordered  to  proceed  with  them  to  Sagua  de  Tanamo  and  Baracoa  and 
Guantanamo,  and  there  transfer  the  Spanish  prisoners  to  the  Spanish  transports, 
ready  to  convey  them  to  Spain.  I  was  also  ordered  to  transport  rations  to  these 
points  and  bring  back  arms  and  ammunition.  This  arduous  duty  was  completed  in 
six  days,  and  I  returned  to  Santiago  on  the  18th  of  September  and  made  a  detailed 
written  report  to  General  Lawton  of  my  work.  This  order  from  General  Lawton 
was  Special  Order,  No.  23,  Headquarters,  Department  of  Santiago,  dated  September 
12,  1898. 

Immediately  on  my  return  to  Santiago,  on  Sunday,  the  18th,  I  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Lawton,  by  Special  Order,  No.  29,  to  proceed  to  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur  in  the  steam- 
ship San  Juan,  United  States  transport,  and  conduct  General  Castillo,  of  the  Cuban 
army,  and  his  staff  to  Santiago,  which  I  did  after  encountering  and  overcoming 
many  difficulties  and  some  rough  weather.  For  these  services  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  the  verbal  thanks  of  General  Lawton  and  a  hearty  welcome  from  General 
Wood  on  my  return  to  duty  on  the  21st  of  September. 

In  the  meantime  the  department  commander  had  determined  to  appoint  an  Ameri- 
can officer  as  mayor  of  Santiago  until  affairs  could  be  gotten  into  a  little  better 
shape. 

I  had  the  honor  to  be  selected  for  this  post,  and  by  Special  Order,  No.  34,  on  23d  of 
September,  1898,  I  became  mayor  of  Santiago,  still,  however,  holding  the  position 
and  discharging  the  duties  to  some  extent  of  inspector-general  on  General  Wood's 
staff.     •     "     •  , 

Since  that  date  I  have  been  working  nine  and  ten  hours  every  day  trying  to  keep 
order  in  this  city  and  give  the  citizens,  to  some  extent,  the  benefit  of  an  American 
administration.  How  far  I  have  succeeded  in  this  is  best  known  to  General  Lawton 
and  General  Wood,  under  whose  immediate  supervision  I  have  been  acting  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  this  office. 

I  have  not  had  occasion  to  make  any  inspections  since  being  appointed  mayor, 
except  to  inspect  the  public  schools  of  Santiago  and  also  to  inspect  and  condemn 
25,000  pounds  of  refrigerated  beef,  all  of  which  was  reported  in  detail  to  General 
Wood  immeaiately  on  completing  the  duty. 

I  have  applied  to  General  Wood  to  be  relieved  from  duty  as  mayor  of  this  city  and 
returned  to  duty  as  inspector-general  on  his  staff,  as  he  is  now  acting  as  commander 
of  the  department.  I  hope  this  may  be  approved  by  your  department  and  that  I 
may  be  able  to  discharge  my  duties  satisfactorily  to  my  superior  officers,  both  in 
Cuba  and  at  Washington. 

Respectfully  submitted.  James  H.  McLbaey, 

Major  and  Inspector- General,  U.S.  Volunteers. 

The  Inspectoe-Genbrai.  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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No.    15.— BEPOBI    OF    LIEUTENANT-COLONEL    BALDWIN  —  BECEIVED 

NOVEMBEB  n,   1898. 

Office  Inspector-General  First  Army  Corps, 

Macon,  Ga,  November,  11, 1898. 

Sir:  In  submitting  my  annnal  report  I  •would  respectfully  state  that,  owing  to 
my  not  having  proper  or  skilled  clerical  force,  my  records  are  not  in  that  shape  or 
as  complete  as  I  could  desire. 

I  know  of  no  department  where  clerical  help  is  more  indispensable  than  this.'  The 
work  in  the  field  is  generally  very  laborious,  and  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  for 
an  inspector  to  devote  much  time  to  office  work  if  he  attends  to  his  duties  with  the 
troops  in  the  field. 

By  authority  of  General  Orders,  No.  89,  current  series,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  I 
was  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  inspector- general.  Department  of  Dakota.  At  this 
time  I  was  on  duty  as  Indian  agent  at  the  Kiowa  Agency,  from  which  duties  I  was 
not  relieved  until  May  14,  1898,  when  I  immediately  repaired  to  Washington,  D.  C, 
under  orders  from  the  General  Commanding  the  Army. 

Having  been  commissioned  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  inspector-general  of  volun- 
teers, of  date  May  9,  1898,  I  was  by  General  Orders,  No.  144,  current  series,  Adju- 
tant-General's Office,  ordered  to  Chickamauga  Park,  Gf  orgia,  for  duty  as  inspector- 
general  Third  Army  Corps,  reporting  at  the  headquarters  Third  Army  Corps  June 
24,  1898,  and  at  once  entering  upon  my  duties  as  inspector. 

I  found  the  troops  of  the  corps  camped  in  the  timber,  in  many  instances  it  being 
so  dense  that  the  sun's  rays  could  not  strike  the  ground. 

The  troops  were  crowded;  sinks  often  within  50  feet  of  the  company  kitchens, 
and  refuse  dumped  in  close  proximity  to  the  camps ;  kitchen  slops  thrown  on  the 
surface  or  in  shallow  pits,  which  were  overflowing  continually.  The  water  supply 
was  entirely  inadequate,  water  used  for  drinking  purposes  and  cooking  having  to 
be  hauled  from  3  to  7  miles.  The  water  from  Chickamauga  Creek,  which  was  fur- 
nished through  pipes,  was  not  good,  and  that  secured  from  most  of  the  wells  was 
pronounced  unfit  for  the  use  of  the  troops.  This  water  condition  was  improved 
but  very  little  during  the  entire  stay  of  the  troops  at  Chickamauga  Park. 

It  was  next  to  impossible  in  most  oases  to  dig  sinks  for  the  men  more  than  6  feet 
deep  on  account  of  rock;  when  they  were  put  deeper  it  was  done  by  blasting,  the 
blasting  material  being  purchased  by  the  company  or  regiment.  Whenever  it  rained 
the  sink  would  overflow  and  flood  over  the  surface  of  the  ground;  and  in  no  case 
had  these  sinks  been  covered,  but  merely  surrounded  by  a  thin  screen  of  brush.  To 
these  places  untold  myriads  of  flies  were  attracted  when  meals  were  not  being  pre- 
pared ;  but  when  meals  were  being  prepared  and  served  they  would  proceed  to  and 
light  upon  the  food  which  the  men  must  eat. 

Heavy  dews  at  night  were  usual,  which  would  settle  on  the  surface,  and  not  being 
absorbed  by  the  soil,  it  would  aid  in  the  decay  of  any  stuff  that  had  been  thrown 
on  the  ground.  The  hot  rays  of  the  sun  would  soon  cause  evaporation,  filling  the 
air  with  particles  of  decayed  matter,  which  were  inhaled  by  the  men. 

The  hospitals  were  not  properly  prepared  in  any  manner  for  the  care  of  the  sick, 
and  in  my  opinion  were  in  every  instance  badly  located  until  after  the  1st  of  August. 

Little  or  no  disinfecting  material  was  being  furnished,  and  that  used  mostly  pur- 
chased by  the  regimental  commanders. 

Even  if  proper  requisitions  had  not  been  made,  the  necessity  of  the  troops  cer- 
tainly should  have  been  anticipated  and  the  material  on  hand  ready  for  use.  In  no 
way  can  the  failure  for  the  furnishing  of  the  necessities  to  insure  the  health  of  the 
troops  be  attributed  to  the  inexperienced  volunteer  soldier. 

With  the  foregoing  facts  before  you  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  further  dwell  upon 
the  causes  which  resulted  in  what  followed.  It  had  become  inevitable.  The  seed 
of  disease  had  been  inhaled  by  every  man  who  was  in  the  park  camp,  and  soon  that 
command  was  prostrated  and  the  sick  so  numerous  that  they  were  not  properly 
cared  for. 

These  conditions  were  reported  by  me  to  the  corps  commander  and  to  the  medical 
department. 

Orders  were  given  to  change  the  camps  to  open  ground  and  to  separate  the  troops, 
so  that  they  would  have  ample  room. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  camp  were  closely  watched  and  improvements 
made  in  every  respect. 

Supplies  were  more  liberally  furnished  by  the  supply  department,  but    *     »     * 
it  was  not  until  the  troops  were  moved  from  that  pest  liole  (Chickamauga  Park)  that 
the  men  improved  physically  or  in  morale. 

This  movement  was  expedited  with  all  dispatch,  assured  as  the  evident  desire  of 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  as  implied  in  tele^am  dated  August  28. 
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One  more  fact  in  connection  with  the  water  of  Chickamauga  Creek :  It  was  so 
polluted  that  the  authorities  of  Chattanooga  had  under  consideration  the  great 
danger  to  their  own  water  supply,  which  is  taken  from  the  Tennessee  River  below 
the  mouth  of  Chickamauga  Creek.  This,  even  with  the  fact  that  the  creek  has  a 
flow  of  many  miles  below  where  the  troops  were  camped  before  it  finds  its  outlet  in 
the  Tennessee  river. 

On  assuming  command  of  the  troops  at  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  by  Major- 
General  Wade,  July  24,  1898,  I  was  appointed  inspector-general  of  this  camp,  which 
added  two  divisions  of  the  First  Army  Corps  to  my  supervision. 

Such  of  the  regiments  as  had  not  already  moved  from  the  timber  into  the  open 
were  forced  to  do  so  with  no  further  delay,  and  the  same  supervision  and  regula- 
tions were  exercised  and  enforced  over  the  entire  command  as  had  been  over  the 
Third  Corps. 

While  everything  was  being  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  surroundings  of  the 
troops  at  Camp  Thomas  there  was  nothing  now  that  could  be  done  to  prevent  the 
outbreak  of  disease  and  sickness  that  had  been  already  located  in  the  systems  of 
the  men,  and  the  hospitals  were  overcrowded  far  beyond  their  capacity  to  care  for. 

On  August  2  Major-General  Breckinridge  assumed  command  of  Camp  Thomas, 
and  at  once  gave  directions  which  contemplated  the  exercising  of  the  troops  by 
short  marches,  which  he  hoped  would  divert  their  minds  from  the  immediate  sur- 
roundings. In  this,  as  had  previous  commanders,  he  was  met  with  strenuous  oppo- 
sition by  medical  and  other  ofiScers,  they  alleging  that  it  would  be  dangerous 'to  the 
health  of  the  men  to  give  them  exercises  of  any  kind  exceeding  that  of  ordinary 
camp  duties. 

But  in  face  of  this  opposition  the  entire  command  was  turned  out  for  review  on 
August  9,  which  occupied  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  proved  of  no  detriment 
whatever  to  the  men. 

Following  this  review  every  regiment  and  organization,  including  division  hos- 
pitals, were  inspected  by  Regular  Army  officers,  under  my  supervision,  a  division 
being  inspected  each  day. 

My  report  of  this  inspection  was  submitted  to  the  commanding  general  August  20, 
1898. 

The  reports  of  the  several  inspectors  were  forwarded  through  headquarters.  Camp 
Thomas,  for  file  in  the  Inspector-General's  Office  in  Washington. 

The  troops  were  again  reviewed  by  the  commanding  general  on  August  17,  1898, 
when  the  general  appearance  of  the  command  showed  a  marked  improvement  in 
every  particular,  and  at  this  time  my  inspections  of  the  different  regiments  showed 
a  most  decided  improvement  in  their  sanitary  conditions  in  every  respect. 

Sinks  were  being  dug  deeper,  aud  the  Quartermaster's  Department  had  begun  to 
supply  lumber  to  cover  them ;  also  to  put  floors  in  the  men's  tents  and  the  hospitals. 

Kitchen  slops  were  being  hauled  off  and  deposited  at  a  safe  distance  from  the 
camp.     *    *     « 

Under  General  Orders,  No.  34,  current  series,  Camp  Thomas,  Ga.,  I  was  assigned  to 
duty  as  chief  mustering  ofScer  of  that  command,  with  several  Regular  Army  officers 
as  assistants. 

This  duty  took  up  a  great  deal  of  my  time,  as  I  was  obliged  to  devote  six  days 
entirely  to  the  final  muster-out  and  discharge  of  the  Third  United  States  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  the  officer  to  whom  this  duty  had  been  assigned  having  received  a  very 
serious  injury,  caused  by  his  horse  falling  just  before  the  muster-out  commenced. 

Under  General  Orders,  No.  122,  current  series,  Camp  Thomas,  Ga.,  I  was  announced 
as  inspector-general  of  the  First  Army  Corps,  being  transferred  from  the  Third  Army 
Corps. 

On  September  14, 1898,  the  troops,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  having  left 
Camp  Thomas,  corps  headquarters  was  moved  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  to  which  point  I 
proceeded,  aud  reported  September  16, 1898,  where  the  troops  of  the  Third  Division, 
First  Army  Corps,  were  found  in  camp,  also  the  Seventh  and  Tenth  United  States 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  the  same  very  rigid  sanitary  measures  were  adopted  and 
enforced  among  the  troops  and  camps  at  this  point,  with  the  very  best  results. 

I  personally  inspected  the  division  hospital  at  this  point.  A  copy  of  my  report  of 
the  same  has  been  submitted  and  forwarded  to  the  Inspector-General,  Washington. 

On  October  20  Major-General  Wilson,  having  arrived  at  Lexington,  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  First  Army  Corps,  and  under  verbal  instructions  from  him  I  personally 
made  a  very  careful  inspection  of  the  First  Territorial  and  Third  Mississippi  Volun- 
teer Infantry  Regiments  on  November  2  and  3,  respectively.  My  report  of  this 
inspection  has  been  submitted  to  the  proper  authorities. 

Under  provision  of  General  Orders,  No.  166,  current  series,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  I  was  announced  inspector-general  of  the  First  Army  Corps. 

November?,  1898,  headquarters  of  the  First  Army  Corps  was  moved  to  Macon,  Ga., 
where  it  arrived  on  the  morning  of  November  8. 

The  Commissary  Department  deserves  great  credit  on  account  of  excellency  and 
abundance  of  supplies  famished  the  troops. 
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The  clothing  furnished  the  men,  excepting  the  shoes,  was  generally  good. 
There  were  two  classes  of  canvas  furnished:  One  was  good,  the  other  afforded 
little  or  no  protection  in  wet,  damp  weather.     A  large  number  of  the  troops  were 
furnished  with  the  latter. 

Transportation  was  not  in  good  shape,     »     *     *    but  remedies  were  applied,  and 
now  the  transportation  is  in  good  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  D.  Baldwin, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Inspector-General  of  Volunteers. 
The  Inspector-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  IQ.— REPORT  OF  MAJOR  THOMAS— RECEIVED  NOVEMBER  S3,  1898. 

Ofeice  of  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

First  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Buntsville,  Ala.,  November  7, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  following  report,  covering  the  period 
from  the  time  I  was  appointed  as  inspector-general  of  the  volunteers  to  the  Ist  of 
November,  1898 : 

Reported  to  Major-General  Brooke,  commanding  camp  at  Chiokamauga  Park,  for 
duty  May  29,  1898.  Was  assigned  to  duty  as  inspector-general  First  Division,  First 
Corps,  and  reported  as  such  to  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson,  commanding  that  division, 
same  day.  While  at  General  Wilson's  headquarters  was  engaged  principally  in 
instructing  volunteer  regiments  how  to  obtain  equipments,  ordnance  stores,  and 
clothing ;  also  instructing  same  in  sanitary  regulations,  preparations  of  subsistence 
supplies  for  messes ;  instruction  of  volunteers  in  the  various  duties  incident  to  field 
service,  camp  grounds,  police  and  bathing,  water  supply,  and  target  practice,  at 
Chickamauga  Park  about  eight  days.  It  was  difficult  for  volunteer  regiments  to 
obtain  supplies  as  fast  as  needed,  especially  ordnance  and  clothing. 

The  water  supply  was  then  considered  good.  There  was  but  little  sickness.  The 
commissary  department  furnished  an  ample  supply  of  wholesome  food,  and  there 
was  abundant  evidence  of  contentment,  cheerfulness,  and  zealous  enthusiasm  to 
gain,  among  the  volunteer  regiments,  military  information  which  should  be  bene- 
ficiaJ  to  them  in  the  supposed  hostile  campaign.  The  hospitals  were  in  fairly  good 
shape,  there  was  no  lack  of  medical  supplies,  the  doctors  attentive,  and  everything 
passed  smoothly;  no  complaints  or  friction;  that  was  afterwards  manifest. 

Left  Chickamauga  Park  June  7  and  reported  at  Mobile  for  duty  following  day; 
ordered  from  there  to  Tampa,  Fla. 

Assigned  to  duty  as  inspector-general  Third  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  then  in  camp 
at  Palmetto  Beach,  Tampa,  Fla. 

This  division  was  then  under  orders  to  load  on  transports.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  get  it  ready  for  the  then  supposed  serious  work  in  front.  The  camps  were  the 
best  to  be  had  under  the  circumstances;  objectionable  in  many  features,  but  this 
could  not  be  avoided.  The  division  was  held  in  camp  there  during  the  rainy  season, 
which  caused  considerable  sickness,  and  which  developed  into  alarming  proportions 
when  the  division  was  moved  to  Fernandina,  Fla.,  about  the  end  of  July.  Division 
hospitals  were  established  at  this  place,  and  these  were  soon  overcrowded,  necessi- 
tating the  sending  North  of  a  good  many  fever  patients. 

The  camps  at  Fernandina  were  not  entirely  healthy,  due  to  their  proximity  to  each 
other.  Suflicient  space  was  not  allowed  to  regiments  and  they  were  crowded  in  too 
close,  causing  more  or  less  sickness  of  a  serious  nature. 

The  division  was  moved  from  Fernandina  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  about  the  let  of 
September,  when  it  was  put  in  camp,  covering  plenty  of  ground,  giving  each  regi- 
ment ample  space  for  streets  and  isolating  kitchens  and  sinks  as  much  as  possible 
A  rapid  improvement  in  the  health  of  command  was  at  once  noticed  soon  after  the 
camps  were  established  in  this  picturesque  locality.  Was  on  duty  nearly  the  entire 
summer  with  volunteer  troops,  who  had  had  some  experience  in  camp  life  before  being 
mobilized.  All  were  more  or  less  ignorant  of  the  simplest  precautions  as  to  keeping 
healthy  and  sanitary  requirements,  the  neglect  of  which  caused  sickness  beyond 
ordinary  calculations. 

At  Huntsville,  Ala.,  considerable  trouble  was  experienced  after  arrival  of  division 
in  procuring  clothing,  tents,  and  supplies.  This  trouble  was  remedied  as  soon  as 
the  staff  departments  were  established  on  a  business  basis. 

I  respectfully  recommend  a  substantial  increase  of  the  Regular  Army,  in  order 
that  the  volunteer  troops  enlisted  for  the  war  can  be  disbanded.  The  experience  of 
this  last  war  shows  conclusively  that  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  vol- 
unteer troops  can  not  be  put  in  condition  for  field  service  in  any  reasonable  time 
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and  it  ia  far  better  to  have  at  hand  a  trained  body  of  troops  equal  to  any  and  all 
demands  than  to  waste  valuable  time  trying  to  discipline  and  bring  up  to  a  stand- 
ard a  body  of  men  recruited  for  a  purpose  and  under  the  excitement  of  a  prospective 
active  campaign  against  a  foreiga  foe. 

The  blanks  furnished  by  Inspector-General's  Office  I  found  to  be  all  that  was 
necessary  for  field  inspection.    A  few  minor  changes  can  be  made  and  a  number  of 
questions  omitted.    This  applies  to  field  inspections. 
This  report  delayed  on  account  of  sickness. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  D.  Thomas, 

Major  and  Inspector-General,  Volunteers. 
Inspector-General  United  States  Army, 

Waehington,  D.  C. 


No.  ll.—BEPOBT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL   GAULINGTON—BEGEIVED 

DECEMBER  10,  1898. 

War  Department,  Inspbotor-Gbneeai,'s  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  1,  1898. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  work  during  the  year 
1897—98 : 

Prom  July  1,  1897,  to  April  16,  1898,  I  performed  the  duty  of  inspector-general, 
South  Atlantic  district,  and  assistant  to  the  Inspector-General.  As  such  X  alter- 
nated with  Lieut.  Col.  J.  P.  Sanger,  inspector-general,  in  the  periodical  inspection 
of  the  money  accounts  of  all  disbursing  officers  stationed  within  the  district; 
inspected  the  Augusta  Arsenal,  Augusta,  Ga. ;  Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pittsburg,  Pa. ; 
Fort  Monroe  Arsenal,  Port  Monroe,  Va. ;  the  subsistence  depot  and  quartermaster 
depot.  New  Orleans,  La. ;  the  recruiting  station  at  Richmond,  Va. ;  camp  of  the 
Girard  College  Cadets  at  Island  Heights,  N.  J.;  seven  national  cemeteries;  Fort 
Myer,  Va.,  and  Washington  Barracks,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  assignment  of  inspectors-general  and  acting  inspectors-general  to  duty  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  several  military  departments  under  Special  Orders,  No.  89, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  April  16, 1898,  virtually  abolished  the  inspection  districts, 
and  left  me  on  duty  as  assistant  in  the  office  of  the  Inspector-General. 

On  May  19,  1898,  I  left  Washington  in  your  company  to  inspect  the  troops  and 
camps  at  designated  points.  This  inspection,  under  your  directions,  began  at  Camp 
Thomas,  Chiokamauga  Park,  6a.,  and  continued,  except  when  prevented  by  acute 
illness  for  several  days,  until  June  3,  when,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  left 
for  Tampa,  Fla.  The  reports  of  that  inspection  were  handed  in  from  day  to  day, 
special  mention  being  made  of  anything  requiring  immediate  attention  and  admit- 
ting of  remedy  on  the  ground. 

THE   inspection  AT  CHIOKAMAUGA. 

This  inspection  developed  the  fact  that  none  of  the  regiments  was  ready  for 
service  either  as  to  equipment  or  instruction ;  that  they  were  all  short  of  medicines 
and  hospital  equipment,  and  in  one  regiment  (First  Missouri)  many  men  appeared 
in  ranks  without  shoes  or  stockings.  There  was  a  shortage  of  underclothing  through- 
out the  regiments  inspected,  and,  in  view  of  the  limited  bathing  facilities,  this  was 
a  very  important  deficiency.  Except  in  the  Second  Wisconsin,  the  examination  of 
the  kitchens  showed,  as  a  rule,  an  absence  of  cooks  able  to  handle  the  ration  as 
issued,  principally  in  making  bread.  At  this  time  no  soft  bread  and  only  one  issue 
of  fresh  beef  had  reached  the  troops,  The  Second  Wisconsin,  having  many  men 
accustomed  to  life  in  logging  camps,  knew  something  of  cooking.  All  complained 
of  the  bacon  as  being  too  fat;  very  few  of  the  men  had  ever  eaten  such  meat  before. 
In  a  few  instances  complaints  were  made  of  short  issues  on  certain  articles,  but  it 
was  impossible  to  get  at  concrete  facts.  The  main  trouble  seemed  to  be  the  want  of 
quartermasters  and  commissaries  acquainted  with  the  details  of  their  respective 
duties.  In  all  the  regiments  a  shortage  of  transportation  existed,  but  was  being 
remedied.  It  appears  that  harness  and  wagons  did  not  arrive  at  the  same  time,  and, 
while  the  depot  quartermaster  had  mules,  other  shortages  prevented  the  equipment 
of  regimental  trains. 

The  water  supply  was  insufficient.  At  each  well  crowds  constantly  gathered,  and 
long  delays  occurred  in  getting  water  for  cooking  purposes  even.  This  condition 
was  being  remedied  by  laying  additional  pipes. 

In  most  instances  the  kitchens  and  sink  pits  were  inadequate  and  in  bad  condi- 
tion. The  attention  of  commanding  officers  was  in  each  case  directed  to  them.  It 
is  my  experience  that  throughout  the  Army  these  pest  holes,  the  weak  spots  of  all 
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camps,  do  not  receive  the  constant  supervision  of  medical  and  company  ofiScers 
which  the  situation  demands.  The  disposal  of  human  excreta  and  kitchen  refuse  in 
large  campa  is  a  subject  demanding  the  most  careful  consideration  by  those  skilled 
in  sanitation,  and  the  adoption  of  some  effective  system  is  imperative;  but  no  sys- 
tem can  be  successful  without  a  most  thorough  cooperation  on  the  part  of  medical 
and  company  officers. 

My  experience  at  this  camp,  whore  about  50,000  men  were  collected,  and  at  Tampa, 
Fla.,  demonstrates  that  it  is  a  grave  error  to  mobilize  large  numbers  of  volunteer 
troops  in  one  camp.  The  consequences  necessarily  attendant  upon  large  assem- 
blages of  citizens  unaccustomed  to  camp  life  and  its  environments,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  almost  insurmountable  difficulty  of  supply,  would  seem  to  be  apparent.  This 
mass  of  men  at  Camp  Thomas  in  May  can  properly  be  called  an  assemblage  of  citi- 
zens organized  into  regimental  and  other  units,  but  for  the  most  part  having  only 
the  form  of  soldierly  attributes,  beyond  unlimited  courage  and  patriotic  enthusiasm. 
The  material  was  as  fine  as  any  in  the  world.  As  far  as  the  terrain  goes,  Chioka- 
mauga  Park  appeared  to  me  to  afford  an  ideal  camping  ground.  As  early  as  May 
there  were  rumors  of  disapproval  of  the  water.  I  understood  that  a  report  had 
been  made  by  the  chief  surgeon  to  higher  authority  that  the  water  was  not  safely 
potable  without  boiling.  Everyone  who  has  commanded  troops  knows  how  nearly 
impossible  it  is  to  force  soldiers  to  boil  water  before  drinking  it  when  facilities 
for  boiling  are  convenient.  When  these  are  wanting,  have  to  be  hunted  up  or 
improvised,  the  difficulty  is  well  nigh  unconquerable. 

The  railroad  from  Chattanooga  to  Chickamauga  Park — 11  miles — was  a  single 
track.  The  terminal  facilities  at  the  park  at  that  time  were  limited.  Troops  were 
arriving  daily  in  large  numbers ;  a  great  amount  of  freight  was  being  delivered,  con- 
sequently the  congestion  was  more  or  less  acute.  It  appeared  to  me  that  neither  of 
the  staff  departments  had  a  sufficient  number  of  subordinate  officers  or  skilled 
civilian  employees  to  render  the  character  of  service  that  the  situation  demanded. 
So  much  assistance  had  to  be  given  to  the  staff  officers  of  volunteers  in  the  simplest 
routine  matters  that  delay  in  filling  requisitions  necessarily  resulted,  for  which  the 
staff  departments  were  unjustifiably  blamed.  This  condition  should  be  anticipated 
during  the  mobilization  of  volunteer  troops,  and  any  officer  that  performs  the  duty 
of  quartermaster  or  commissary  should  be  given  skilled  assistants  without  stint; 
and  the  necessary  authority,  with  reasonable  discretion,  should  be  given  the  officer 
on  the  ground  as  to  departing  from  the  cast-iron  rules  and  regulations  where  the 
emergency  demands  it. 

The  evils  of  too  much  centralization  in  the  administration  of  the  supply  depart- 
ments were  made  manifest  during  the  war. 

The  weather  was  very  hot.  Some  regiments  were  marched  a  long  distance  during 
the  hottest  hours  of  the  day,  it  being  impracticable  to  unload  all  at  the  park.  Great 
quantities  of  water  were  drunk,  and  much  "slush"  and  badly  cooked  food  found  a 
way  to  men's  irritated  stomachs,  which,  with  an  entirely  new  and  strange  diet,  only 
accentuated  the  condition,  thus  early  in  the  soldier's  life  preparing  a  thrifty  hotbed 
for  future  disease  germs.  As  a  rule,  the  camps  were  located  in  timber,  and,  in  some 
cases,  not  easily  susceptible  of  drainage.  All  regiments  were  armed  with  the  Spring- 
field rifle,  of  which  many  were  unreliable  as  a  battle  weapon. 

It  seemed  as  if  the  States  had  unloaded  on  the  regiments  entering  the  service  of 
the  United  States  all  the  old  arms,  with  the  idea  that  they  would  be  replaced  by  the 
Government.  I  estimate  that  about  50  per  cent  of  the  arms  were  not  suitable  for 
battle.  Many  of  the  regiments  were  equipped  with  the  McKeever  cartridge  box, 
useless  for  war ;  some  had  a  knapsack,  also  useless  in  active  service.  All  these  defi- 
ciencies indicate  a  state  of  unpreparedness  of  State  troops  for  sudden  call  into 
active  service,  and  should  teach  a  lesson  never  to  be  forgotten  by  those  responsible 
for  national  defense. 

It  is  easily  ascertainable  what  the  quota  of  each  State  is  under  a  call  of  a  hundred 
thousand  troops,  which  is  probably  the  lowest  number  of  volunteers  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  ever  call  out  at  the  beginning  of  any  war  emergency.  If  in  each  State 
a  depot  were  established,  containing  the  full  equipment,  except  means  of  transpor- 
tation, based  upon  the  respective  State's  quota,  how  easy  it  would  be  to  arm  and 
equip  the  force  each  would  furnish  on  the  first  call.  State  camps  are  more  appro- 
priate for  training  troops  in  the  earlier  days  of  mobilization,  and  I  think  should  be 
the  rule  in  future. 

CUBAN  CAMPAIGN. 

At  Tampa,  Fla.,  on  the  7th  of  June,  I  received  an  order  to  report  for  duty  to  Maj. 
Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  the  Cavalry  Division,  as 
inspector-general  of  that  division,  and  executed  it  the  same  day.  Under  General 
Wheeler's  order,  and  in  his  company,  I  made  an  inspection  of  that  portion  of  the 
division  camped  at  Tampa,  a  report  of  which  is  appended,     (See  Inclosure  1.) 


MAJOR-GENERAL   COMMANDING   THE   ARMY. 


665 


The  division  was  then  under  orders  to  proceed,  dismounted,  to  Cuba  with  the  Fifth 
Corps,  or  rather  a  part  of  it,  viz,  two  squadrons  from  each  of  the  following  regi- 
ments: First,  Third,  Sixth,  Ninth,  Tenth,  and  First  United  States  Yolunteer  Cav- 
alry; the  third  squadrons  and  all  the  horses  except  those  of  the  field  and  staff 
officers  were  to  he  left  in  the  United  States  to  follow  as  soon  as  transportation 
became  available. 

A  finer  body  of  soldiers  than  the  Cavalry  Division  was  never  assembled ;  and  while 
it  was  a  source  of  extreme  regret  that  the  conditions  made  it  necessary  to  leave  a 
portion  of  regiments  behind  and  to  give  up  temporarily,  as  it  was  then  thought, 
their  horses,  every  man  was  proud  of  the  opportunity  and  eager  to  form  part  of  the 
invading  force. 

The  division  was  organized  into  two  brigades,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Brig. 
Gen.  S.  S.  Sumner  and  Brig.  Gen.  S.  B.  M.  Young,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Embarkation  began  early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  June.  As  soon  as  it  was 
completed,  by  direction  of  General  Wheeler  and  in  his  company  I  made  an  inspection 
of  the  troops  aboard.     The  division  was  distributed  as  follows: 


Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Aggre- 
gate. 

FIRST  BRTGADK. 

Transport  No.  22,  Rio  Grande : 

8 

}     *^ 

12 
5          433 
\          434 

20 

I           914 

Sixth  United  States  Cavalrv                                                

65 
(3) 

23 

879 
(23) 

411 

934 
(26) 

Transport  No.  1,  Miami :  a 

434 

78 

1,290 

1,368 

SECOND  BRIGADE. 

Transport  No.  21,  Leona: 

11 

-       25 

17 

17 
537 
355 

28 

562 

372 

Transport  ]S  o .  8,  Yncatan :  c 

53 
30 

909 
560 

962 
590 

Two  automatic  gtms ;  one  dynamite  gun. 

83 

1,469 

1,552 

Transport  No.  17,  Allegheny : 

'\ 

16 

31 

1 

1 

5 
58 

1 

5 

58 

Horses,  including  those  of  general,  staff,  and  regimental  staff 

16 

80 

96 

a  On  the  transport  also,  Sixth  United  States  Infantry.  ,        ,  -kt     « 

4  Two  troops  of  this  regiment  (4  officers  and  112  enlisted  men)  transferred  to  transport  No.  6, 
Alamo,  before  sailing.  .  ^  -n  -^  .i  at.  •.     -r  j:    ^ 

cOn  the  transport  also,  headquarters  and  four  companies  Second  United  States  Infantry. 
(2Maj.  (Jen.  Jos.  Wheeler,  commanding  division. 

Officers \     (3) 

(2  839 
Enlisted  men \  '(23) 

Horses 1*' 

Civilians * 

At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  June  14  the  A  lleghmy  left  its  anchorage  and  dropped 
down  to  the  quarantine  station.  In  the  afternoon  about  4  o'clock  the  fleet  of  trans- 
ports put  to  sea.    On  the  20th,  about  11.30  a.  m.,  we  lay  opposite  Santiago  Harbor. 


6QG  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

The  transports  of  the  Cavalry  Division  and  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  except  those  having 
aboard  Kent's  division,  were  assembled  opposite  Daiquiri  at6  o'clocli  on  the  morning 
of  the  22d.  Debarkation  began  at  8  o'clock  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the 
Navy.  By  the  afternoonof  the23dof  Junethe  division,  except  the  headquarters  and 
the  horses,  were  ashore.  The  horses  could  not  be  safely  unloaded  because  of  the  dis- 
tance of  the  ship  from  the  shore  and  a  high  sea  which  came  up  during  the  day.  The 
Allegheny  was  ordered  to  proceed  from  Daiquiri  on  the  moining  of  the  24th  to  Siboney 
and  there  unload  the  horses,  which  was  successfully  accomplished  that  day  under 
the  supervision  of  Lieut.  J.  T.  Dickman,  Third  Cavalry. 

I  was  not  present  at  the  action  at  Las  Guasimas  on  the  24th,  having  been  left 
aboard  transport  by  the  general  with  the  rest  of  his  staff,  except  Major  Beach  and 
Mr.  Mestre,  when  he  went  ashore  at  Daiquiri.  As  soon  as  it  became  known  that  an 
action  was  in  progress  I,  with  Colonel  Dorst  and  Captain  Chanler,  went  ashore  and 
joined  General  Wheeler  at  the  front  near  Sevilla.  The  rest  of  the  staff  joined  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment.  On  or  about  the  26th,  I  prepared,  by  General  Wheeler's 
order,  a  scheme  for  outpost  duty.  (See  Inclosure  2.)  The  command  was  engaged 
from  the  25th  to  the  30th  in  preparing  for  a  forward  movement. 

During  the  period  from  the  landing  of  the  troops  to  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish 
forces,  on  July  17,  it  was  impracticable  to  make  auy  formal  inspection  of  the  com- 
mand; but  visits  to  the  camps  continued,  and  careful  observation  of  the  operations 
enabled  me  to  keep  in  touch  and  to  be  informed  as  to  the  existing  conditions.  On 
June22and23  I  made  an  inspection  of  the  division  in  its  camp  near  El  Caney.  (See 
Inclosure  3.) 

On  August  5  orders  were  received  directing  the  division  to  return  to  the  United 
States,  but  that  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Cavalry  would  not  move  until  further  orders. 

I  arrived  at  Montauk  Point  on  August  17  and  remained  on  duty  there  until  August 
26.  The  condition  of  the  troops  precluded  any  formal  inspection,  but  after  leaving 
the  detention  camp,  under  General  Wheeler's  instructions,  I  frequently  inspected 
the  camps  of  the  different  organizations  and  pointed  out  to  the  brigade  police  offi- 
cers, who  had  full  authority  to  apply  remedies,  such  irregularities  as  were  observed 
and  which  were  susceptible  of  correction.  Copies  of  written  reports  are  appended. 
(See  Inclosures  4  and  5.) 

I  returned  to  my  station  on  August  27,  1898. 

GENERAL   OBSERVATIONS. 

As  already  indicated,  the  personnel  of  the  Cavalry  Division 

Personnel.  was  superb,  and  as  a  fighting  machine,  within  the  limits  of  its 

arm,  it  had  no  superior  on  earth.  The  unparalled  feat  of  arms 
accomplished  by  this  dismounted  cavalry  at  Las  Guasimas  and  again  at  Santiago  has 
won  the  admiration  of  the  world.  In  the  first  action,  without  infantry  support  or 
artillery,  except  two  Hotchkiss  mountain  guns  served  by  cavalrymen,  a  portion  of 
the  Second  Brigade  attacked,  charged,  and  captured  a  very  strong  natural  position, 
further  strengthened  by  intrenchments,  held  by  a  superior  force  of  Spanish  infantry, 
armed  with  one  of  the  best  types  of  modern  rifles  and  supported  by  rapid-fire 
artillery. 

At  Santiago  the  entire  division  repeated  the  performance  against  a  much  stronger 
and  more  ably  defended  position,  in  face  of  a  murderous  infantry  fire  and  a  well- 
sustained  fire  of  position  and  movable  artillery.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
cavalry  is  armed  with  a  short  carbine;  that  on  this  remarkable  July  1  the  division 
was  under  a  destructive  fire  in  its  bivouac  around  El  Poso ;  that  it  moved  along  a  sin- 
gle trail  raked  by  the  enemy's  fire,  infantry  and  artillery;  that  every  twist  and  turn 
of  the  trail,  with  the  ranges,  were  well  known  to  the  enemy.  For  several  hours  it 
was  impossible  to  return  the  enemy's  fire. 

There  was  no  proper  artillery  preparation  for  an  attack.  Only  one  battery  was  in 
position,  and  its  fire  was  apparently  concentrated  on  a  part  of  the  enemy's  position 
south  of  the  heights  captured  by  the  Cavalry  Division.  That  each  man  of  this 
superb  commind  did  his  full  duty  is  a  matter  of  record.  Many  officers  and  some 
enlisted  men  have  received  substantial  reward  for  duty  especially  well  done  during 
that  periof-.,  and  others  will  undoubtedly  get  recognition  later. 

Arms  anrl  jquipmonts.  '^^'^  carbine  seems  to  have  stood  the  test  of  actual  war  to  the 
'  satisfaction  of  cavalry  officers.  There  are  some  who  have  a  pref- 
erence for  a  straight-pull  weapon  and  a  clip  system  of  loading.  The  ammunition 
was  good,  and  the  bullet  seems  to  have  inflicted  a  more  dangerous  wound,  under 
similar  conditions,  than  that  of  the  enemy,  which  was  of  slightly  smaller  caliber. 

I  heard  no  complaint  of  the  ammunition  belt,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  a  soldier 
provided  with  a  belt  with  loops  for  single  cartridges  is  at  a  disadvantage  when  pitted 
against  one  provided  with  a  belt  so  arranged  that  five  cartridges  can  be  removed 
and  put  in  the  chamber  of  the  weapon  at  one  motion. 

The  ctain  attaching  the  stopper  to  the  canteen  is  a  little  weak ;  should  be  stronger 
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and  more  durably  fastened  to  botli  the  stopper  and  to  the  canteen ;  a  canteen  with 
out  a  stopper  is  .useless. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  to  increase  the  size  of  the  haversack  by  1  inch  all  around. 

The  meat  can  and  the  cup  served  their  purpose  well,  but  it  would  decrease  the 
weight  of  the  soldier's  pack  if  they  were  manufactureil  of  aluminum.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  the  cavalry  for  service  in  the  tropics  be  armed  with  the  machete  instead 
of  the  saber. 

The  clothing  furnished  the  division  was  the  ordinary  issue,  the 
Clothing.  same  as  for  service  within  the  United  States.     Some  of  the  officers 

provided  themselves  with  the  authorized  khaki  uniform.  Opin- 
ion differs  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  woolen  and  cotton  fabric  as  a  material  for 
uniforms  in  tropical  countries.  If  a  durable  light-weight  woolen  cloth,  gray  or  very 
light  brown  in  color,  can  be  procured,  I  think  it  would  make  the  most  generally  sat- 
isfactory uniform.  Light-weight  woolen  underwear  and  woolen  stomach  bands 
shouM  also  be  issued  and  wearing  both  made  obligatory,  whether  woolen  or  cotton 
outer  clothing  be  worn. 

The  felt  hats  in  the  heavy  and  continuous  rains  soon  lost  shape,  were  very  hot, 
and  not  very  durable,  but  in  the  rough-and-tumble  service  incident  to  the  campaign 
they  were  probably  more  satisfactory  than  any  helmet ;  but  for  ordinary  service 
during  peace,  a  light,  well-shaped  helmet,  protecting  the  head  and  the  back  of  the 
neck,  should  be  issued. 

The  leggings  were  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  for 
service  in  the  tropics  the  English  pattern  of  legging  used  in  Egypt  and  India  is 
preferable. 

The  rubber  ponchos  were  very  inferior,  soon  leaked,  and  tore  very  easily.  Every 
man  should  be  issued  a  rain  coat,  "pommel  slicker"  for  mounted  men,  and  a  short 
"slicker"  for  foot  troops.  Provided  with  a  poncho,  slicker,  and  rubber  boots,  I  was 
not  wet  once  while  in  Cuba,  though  without  any  form  of  tent  for  several  weeks. 

A  short  time  before  the  division  left  Cuba,  cotton  uniforms,  a  sort  of  imitation 
khaki,  were  received,  and,  to  some  extent,  issued  to  the  troops.     They  were  not  in 
use  long  enough  to  determine  their  adaptability  to  the  conditions  existing.    They 
were  evidently  hurriedly  manufactured,  ill  fitting,  and  not  attracti  ve  in  appearance. 
The  travel  ration  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  for  journeys  at  sea 
Food.  for  more  than  two  or  three  days.    It  does  not  appear  to  be  suited 

to  men  in  enforced  confinement.  In  this  case  men  were  aboard 
ship  fourteen  days,  some  longer,  and  a  diet  of  hard-tack,  canned  roast  beef,  canned 
tomatoes,  and  bad  coffee  did  not  suit  the  conditions.  The  canned  roast  beef  furnished 
was  unpalatable  and  unsightly,  and  men  very  soon  tired  of  it.  As  far  as  I  was  able 
to  ascertain,  no  change  from  the  ordinary  ration  as  issued  within  the  United  States 
was  made  for  troops  serving  in  Cuba.  If  it  has  not  already  been  done,  the  ration 
should  be  readjusted  to  the  new  conditions  under  which  our  troops  will  be  called 
upon  to  serve.  In  the  tropics  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the  vegetable  components, 
rice,  and  hominy  should  be  issued.  Oatmeal  and  dried  and'canned  fruits  should  be 
added.  Coffee  in  the  berry  should  never  be  issued  to  soldiers  separated  from  their 
baggage,  as  was  done  in  Cuba.  It  should  be  roasted  and  ground.  There  should  be 
also  kept  in  the  Commissary  Department  for  issue  without  cost  to  the  soldiers  arti- 
cles necessary  to  a  diet  ration  suitable  for  the  sick  and  convalescent  from  diseases 
incident  to  tropical  countries. 

The  most  serious  question  confronting  the  division  after  land- 
Supply,  ing  in  Cuba  was  the  one  of  supply.  The  troops  left  the  trans- 
ports with  three  days'  rations  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per 
man.  Each  officer  and  soldier  carried  his  own  pack.  Means  of  transportation  at  all 
times  were  very  limited.  The  trail  soon  became  almost  impassable  by  reason  of 
heavy  and  continuous  rains.  It  was  only  through  the  personal  exertions  of  Lieut. 
P.  W.  West,  Third  Cavalry,  acting  chief  quartermaster,  and  Lieut.  J.  T.  Dickman, 
Third  Cavalry,  acting  chief  commissary,  under  the  most  discouraging  conditions, 
that  the  division  was  kept  supplied  with  one  day's  rations  ahead,  and  these  some- 
times incomplete.  One  remained  at  the  base  of  supplies,  and  the  other  accompanied 
the  pack  trains  over  the  route  day  and  night.  They  both  deserve  the  highest  credit 
for  their  services.  Although  they  performed  this  important  and  hazardous  duty, 
neither  was  given  the  rank  of  the  position  he  filled — that  of  major  and  chief  quarter- 
master or  chief  commissary  of  a  division. 

It  was  clearly  demonstrated  that  to  render  efficient  service  in 

Medical  Depaji^ment.  war  the  Medical  Department  must  be  organized  during  peace  on 

the  same  principles  as  during  war.     Field  hospitals,  tentage, 

and  equipment  complete  should  be  in  existence  and  under  control  of  the  Medical 

Department.     Sufficient  transportation  for  supplies  and  for  the  sick,  ambulances, 

and  stretchers  should  also  be  controlled  by  that  department. 

In  Cuba  the  surgeons  of  this  division  and  their  assistants  worked  heroically,  always 
under  adverse  circumstances.    They  were  handicapped  from  the  start  by  the  small 
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number  present,  want  of  transportation,  scarcity  of  stewards  and  hospital  corps 
men.  There  was  at  times  a  deficiency  in  much-needed  medicines, .and  at  no  time 
in  Cuba  was  the  department  of  itself  able  to  properly  feed  the  patients  under  its 
care.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  rations  for  the  sick  should  be  under  the  control 
of  the  Medical  Department,  and,  if  necessary,  the  law  should  be  so  amended  that  a 
surgeon  could  call  upon  the  Commissary  Department  for  such  articles  of  food  for 
the  sick  as  in  his  judgment  the  emergency  demanded.  The  commissary  should  be 
required  to  keep  for  issue,  not  for  sale,  such  articles  as  malted  and  condensed  milk, 
soups,  etc.,  upon  the  certificate  of  a  surgeon  that  they  are  required  for  the  sick. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  without  any  previous  experience 
Tranaporte.  in  similar  service,  this  division  embarked  at  Port  Tampa  and 

debarked  on  a  foreign  shore  with  the  loss  of  two  men,  accidentally 
drowned  at  Daiquiri,  and  one  horse  by  death  en  route.  The  conditions  were  unusu- 
ally favorable,  and  to  the  navy  we  owed  the  successful  lauding  of  the  troops.  The 
transport  most  expeditiously  unloaded,  the  Yucatan,  was  taken  in  close  to  the  pier 
of  the  Iron  Company's  wharf  at  Daiquiri  by  a  local  pilot,  through  the  courtesy  of 
Lieutenant  Sharpe  of  the  Vixen. 

After  considerable  experience  at  sea  and  very  close  observation  of  the  Cuban 
expedition,  it  is  my  mature  conviction  that  to  secure  the  very  best  results  under  all 
conditions,  the  transport  service  at  sea  should  be  controlled  by  the  navy,  under  a 
system  easily  and  logically  developed. 

The  discipline  of  the  division  was  excellent  under  all  circum- 
Diacipllne.  stances.     Only  two  serious  infractions,  both  in  the  same  regi- 

ment, came  to  my  notice,  and  then  the  offenders  were  promptly 
brought  to  trial. 
Lieut.  J.  H.  Parker's  Catling  battery,  though  not  officially  a 
Gatling  Battery,     part  of  the  cavalry  division,  occupied  with  it  a  position  in  the 
trenches  before  Santiago,  and  rendered  most  excellent  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  A.  Gaklington, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Imp  ctor-General. 

The  Inspector-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


[Inclosure  1.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  Camp  Samilton,  July  24,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  inspection  of  the 
Cavalry  Division.  The  officers  and  soldiers  are  in  urgent  need  of  almost  everything 
except  arms  and  ammunition.  The  former  can  supply  themselves  when  the  trans- 
ports are  unloaded  and  their  baggage  is  transported  to  camp,  which  is  going  on  now. 
I  have  verbally  already  reported  the  condition  of  the  enlisted  men  as  to  clothing, 
and  I  understand  requisitions  are  being  prepared.  They  have  no  reserve  supply  on 
the  transports  and  have  only  what  they  have  on  their  backs.  The  articles  most 
urgently  needed  are  shoes,  stockings,  trousers,  light-weight  underwear,  leggings,  and 
hats.  On  the  first  day  of  the  fighting  the  men  put  aside  their  packs  and  in  most 
cases  lost  them.  Yesterday  some  fresh  beef  was  issued  to  the  division — the  first 
since  leaving  Tampa,  on  the  13th  of  .June.  A  more  varied  diet  is  urgently  needed; 
beans  and  rice  even,  owing  to  limited  transportation,  have  not  been  regularly  issued, 
and  since  leaving  transports  the  command  has  been  living  on  hard-tack,  bacon,  sngar^ 
and  coffee. 

It  has  been  and  is  now  extremely  difficult  to  get  any  officers'  stores,  and  such  as 
have  been  gotten  have  been  in  very  limited  quantities.  In  this  climate,  with  so 
many  enervated  men,  canned  fruits,  oatmeal,  etc.,  should  be  added  to  the  ration 
irrespective  of  cost.     The  commissary  should  also  have  meat  extracts  for  sale. 

As  already  known  from  other  sources,  this  inspection  discloses  a  very  large  sick 
list.  The  surgeons  report  about  90  per  cent  as  malarial  fevers,  rest  the  ordinary  camp 
diseases — no  serious  oases;  but  the  men  uniformly  appear  weak,  enervated,  tired — 
need  as  near  absolute  rest  as  possible  and  change  to  a  cooling,  nourishing  diet. 

The  chief  surgeon  reports  the  hospital  medicines  limited  in  variety.  Five  addi- 
tional surgeons,  5  stewards,  12  hospital-corps  men,  and  6  hospital  tents  and  flies  are 
needed.  In  the  First  Brigade  the  hospitals  are  consolidated  under  the  supervision 
of  Captain  Harris,  Medical  Department.  On  the  23d  there  were  201  cases  in  hospi- 
tal. There  was  no  tentage  except  shelter  tents;  no  cooking  utensils  except  two 
camp  kettles  and  the  meat-ration  can ;  no  food  except  straight  rations.  It  is  hard 
for  sick  men  under  such  conditions.  At  this  hospital  there  are  not  sufficient  stimu- 
lants and  calomel  and  soda  tablets.    The  hospital  is  well  located,  near  a  good  spring. 
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In  the  Second  Brigade  there  are  regimental  hospitals.  The  First  Cavalry  has  1 
conical  wall  tent,  but  is  expecting  supplies  from  Daiquiri.  This  hospital  is  very- 
much  in  need  of  the  cook,  who  is  absent  in  Daiquiri. 

In  the  Tenth  Cavalry  there  are  3  A  tents  and  1  wall  fly.  The  surgeon  in  charge 
reported  practically  no  medical  supplies ;  needs  1  medical  field  chest  and  1  surgical 
field  chest,  also  acetate  of  potassium,  chlorate  of  potassium,  and  an  apparatus  for 
the  examination  of  urine.  The  First  Volunt'ier  Cavalry  has  a  paulin.  The  surgeon 
reports  that  he  requires  500  cubic  centimeters  of  Warburg's  tincture. 

The  troops  have  been  without  cooking  utensils,  but  are  being  gradually  supplied 
as  the  transports  are  unloaded.  The  question  of  transportation  is  a  very  serious  one, 
and  if  the  number  of  pack  mules  assigned  to  this  division  can  not  be  increased  from 
those  now  on  the  island,  and  it  is  contemplated  to  keep  the  division  here  for  any 
length  of  time,  at  least  250  mules,  with  proper  number  of  civilian  packers,  should 
be  shipped  from  the  United  States  at  once.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  only  one 
day's  supplies  can  be  furnished,  without  taking  into  consideration  any  change  of 
camp,  storms,  or  anything  that  would  interrupt  the  ration  supply. 

The  most  important  questions  now  to  be  considered  are  a  nutritious  diet  suited  to 
building  up  constitutions  weakened  by  battle,  fever,  and  exposure ;  rest  for  the  com- 
mand; proper  shelter  from  the  rain  and  sun ;  suitable  clothing;  and  sufficient  trans- 
portation. The  matter  of  supplying  officers'  stores,  includiug  mineral  water,  should 
be  adjusted  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  division  commissary  be  furnished  such  arti- 
cles for  sale. 

None  of  the  regiments  except  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  which  has  one  wagon, 
has  any  transportation.* 

Very  respectfully,  E.  A.  Gaelington, 

Major,  Inspector-General,  Cavalry  Division. 

Adjutant-General  Cavalry  Division. 

*  It  was  subsequently  discovered  that  the  Tenth  Cavalry  also  had  one  wagon  and 
that  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  had  several  mules.     October  1,  1898. 
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[Inclosure  2.] 
SCHEME  FOR  OUTPOSTS,  PREPARED   BY  MAJ.  B.  A.  GARLINGTON,  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 

Eaoli  division  will  furnisli  the  outposts  for  its  own  front. 

An  officer  shall  be  detailed  to  command  the  entire  outposts;  he  shall  make  his 
headquarters  with  the  reserve  (support),  which  should  be  posted  as  centrally  as 
practicable.  The  outpost  commander  receives  from  the  commander  of  the  forces 
(commander  of  the  division)  instructions  as  to  the  general  front  to  be  occupied  by 
the  outposts,  their  object,  and  the  amount  of  resistance  they  are  expected  to  make. 
He  is  also  informed  about  the  trails  and  roads  of  approach  from  the  direction  of  the 
enemy,  and  is  made  acquainted  with  everything  known  in  regard  to  the  position 
and  probable  intention  of  the  enemy.  He  will  also  be  informed  of  the  location  and 
orders  under  which  the  Cuban  forces  are  operating.  If  in  existence,  a  topographical 
sketch  of  the  position  selected  for  the  camp  and  the  surrounding  country  should  be 
furnished  the  commander  of  the  outposts.  The  outpost  commander  sends  to  the 
commander  of  the  forces  (division  commander)  all  information  received,  first  test- 
ing its  accuracy  as  far  as  practicable. 

He  instructs  his  subordinate  commanders  as  follows : 

1.  General  front  of  outpost  line. 

2.  The  ground  to  be  occupied  by  each. 

3.  The  position  of  neighboring  supports  and  pickets. 

4.  The  night  position  of  pickets  and  supports. 

5.  What  is  known  of  enemy. 

6.  Trails  by  which  enemy  might  advance. 

7.  Direction  and  method  of  patrolling. 

8.  What  is  to  be  done  in  case  of  attack. 

9.  How  flags  of  truce  and  deserters  are  to  be  received. 

10.  Kindof  reports  required. 

11.  Where  he  is  to  be  found. 

12.  Countersign  and  parole.  (The  countersign  and  parole  of  Cuban  forces  should 
be  identical  with  those  of  United  States  forces.  ) 

The  outpost  should  strengthen  the  position  by  intrenching,  the  pickets  and  sup- 
ports should  intrench,  and  the  sentinels  should  shelter  themselves  in  pits  about  2J 
feet  deep,  the  earth  being  thrown  up  toward  the  enemy  and  covered  with  grass, 
twigs,  etc.,  in  order  that  they  may  not  attract  attention. 

Part  of  the  picket  should  be  constantly  under  arms  at  night  and  separated  from 
the  others  who  sleep  close  at  hand. 

The  pickets  should  be  under  arms  an  hour  before  daybreak  and  remain  in  ranks 
until  it  is  full  daylight  and  word  has  come  from  the  line  of  observation  that  all  is 
clear  and  no  enemy  in  sight. 

Sentinels  should  be  posted  so  as  to  have  a  good  view  to  the  front  and  the  flanks,  and 
be  concealed  as  much  as  possible. 

E.'voh  sentinel  should  clearly  understand : 

1.  The  countersign. 

2.  The  number  of  his  own  post. 

3.  The  number  and  position  of  his  own  picket  and  the  name  of  its  commander. 

4.  The  position  of  the  neighboring  sentinels. 

5.  The  direction  of  the  enemy  and  probable  line  of  his  advance. 

6.  The  points  to  which  all  roads,  trails,  or  paths  in  sight  lead. 

7.  The  name  of  villages,  hamlets,  and  rivers  in  view. 

8.  The  signals  by  which  he  should  communicate  with  the  pickets  or  detached  posts. 
Only  persons  in  the  performance  of  duty  with  the  outposts,  or  having  authority 

over,  and  Cuban  soldiers  having  an  officer  in  command,  are  allowed  to  cross  the  line 
of  sentinels.  All  other  people,  except  deserters  and  bearers  of  flags  of  truce,  are 
halted,  and,  after  examination,  are  conducted  by  one  of  the  sentinels  to  the  picket. 
If  they  refuse  to  halt  or  attempt  to  escape  they  must  be  shot  down. 

Deserters  should  be  halted  some  distance  from  the  post  and  required  to  lay  down 
their  arms.  The  commander  of  the  picket  is  at  once  notified  and  he  sends  out  a 
patrol  to  bring  them  m  and  sends  them,  under  proper  guard,  to  the  officer  command- 
ing the  forces  (division  commander).  No  conversation  should  be  had  with  deserters. 
The  bearer  of  a  flag  of  truce  and  his  escort  (if  he  has  one)  are  halted  in  front  of  the 
line  of  sentinels  and  ordered  to  face  in  the  direction  in  which  they  came.  Word  is 
sent  at  once  to  commander  of  the  picket.  The  sentinel  must  not  converse  with  the 
bearer  of  a  flag  of  truce  or  his  escort  nor  allow  them  to  reconnoiter  while  they  remain 
halted.  The  commander  of  the  picket  will  receive  any  communications  the  bearer 
of  the  flag  of  truce  may  have  and  send  them  at  once  to  the  commander  of  the  forces. 

When  immediate  alarm  is  not  necessary,  firing  should  be  avoided.  Everything 
observed  by  the  sentinel  in  regard  to  the  enemy  should  be  communicated  at  once  to 
the  pickets.    If  the  sentinel  is  satisfied  that  the  enemy  is  advancing  to  attack  he 
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gives  the  alarm  at  once  by  firinfi;.  The  same  men  should  be  kept  on  same  posts.  The 
more  intelligent  men  should  be  selected  lor  the  most  important  posts.  When  senti- 
nel's post  is  not  in  plain  view  of  picket  a  c  onnecting  sentinel  should  be  posted. 

E.  A.  Gaklington, 
Camp  No.  2,  Near  Sevilla,  Cuba,  June  26,  1898. 


tincloaure  3.] 

Headquaktkks  Caa^alry  Division,  United  States  Army, 

Tampa,  Fla.,  June  7,  1S9S. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  as  a  result  of  my  inspection  this  morning, 
the  following : 

A  divisional  hospital  is  being  organized,  with  Capt.  G.  W.  McCreary  in  charge. 
Captain  McCreary  reports  10  cots  in  the  Sixth  Cavalry  and  probably  15  more  in  Sec- 
ond Cavalry,  all  of  which  are  to  be  turned  in  to  the  divisional  hospital.  There  are 
medicines  and  supplies  for  twenty  days.  There  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  stew- 
ards or  hospital  corps  men.  As  many  men  as  possible  should  be  transferred  from 
regiments  to  the  hospital  corps,  and  as  many  of  them  as  are  qualilied  should  be 
appointed  acting  stewards.  There  is  but  one  full  steward  in  the  division.  The 
new  ambulances  assigned  to  this  command  are  reported  as  failures,  having  all  the 
defects  of  the  old  pattern,  which  have  been  repeatedly  pointed  out. 

Requisitions  have  been  submitted  and  approved  for  all  medical  supplies  necessary, 
which  should  be  filled  at  once  and  supplied  to  the  command  as  soon  as  practicable; 
ambulances  should  also  follow  command  at  the  earliest  date  practicable. 

That  portion  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry  to  move  is  rationed  to  include  the  25th  instant, 
and  has  500  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.    There  are  no  haversacks  for  the  band. 

Each  troop  will  take  50  men,  4  conical  wall  tents,  1  A  wall,  and  2  wall  tents. 
This  regiment  will  take  aboard  425  men,  and  leave  behind  6  officers,  476  men,  and 
722  horses. 

This  regiment  has  a  most  successful  bakery — six  ovens  bought  from  regimental 
exchange  funds,  of  which  three  will  be  taken  with  the  regiment.  The  bread  is  of 
excellent  quality,  and,  with  two  bakers,  it  is  possible  to  bake  500  rations  a  day. 
Anyone  with  experience  knows  the  importance  of  a  fit  bread  ration  to  a  command 
in  the  field,  its  effect  upon  the  health  and  contentment  of  the  men,  and  the  difficulties 
usually  met  with  in  baking  it.  This  oven  solves  the  problem,  and  three  should  be 
bought  for  each  regiment  by  the  Commissary  Department.  The  oven  is  described 
in  the  Manual  for  Army  Cooks. 

Conical  wall  tents  are  required  in  the  regiment  for  L  and  N  troops. 

In  the  Third  Cavalry  425  men  will  accompany  the  command;  to  stay  behind  are 
7  officers,  510  men,  and  815  horses.     The  band  has  no  haversacks  or  revolvers. 

That  portion  of  the  regiment  to  go  is  rationed  to  include  the  25th,  instant.  Each 
man  is  provided  with  500  rounds  of  ammunition.  Each  troop  will  take  50  men, 
2  waU,  1  A  wall,  and  4  conical  wall  tents,  and  1  good  paulin.  Two  troops  are  pro- 
vided with  ovens  as  described  for  Sixth  Cavalry.  Major  Loud  will  remain  to  com- 
mand the  camp.  L  and  M  troops  have  no  Buzzaoott  ovens  or  camp  kettles.  Eight 
sets  of  lead  harness  are  required  in  this  regiment  to  complete  the  teams  now  withit. 
Campaign  hats  and  leggings  are  needed. 

In  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  560  men  will  move  and  420  men  remain  under 
Majors  Hersey  and  Dunn.  Each  man  is  provided  with  210  rounds  of  ammunition; 
190  said  to  be  aboard  or  on  the  dock  at  Port  Tampa.  The  regiment  has  no  wire  nip- 
pers, and  there  are  only  twenty  in  each  of  the  other  regiments.  Colonel  Wood 
reports  that  he  has  all  the  canvas  he  needs ;  but  in  view  of  the  heavy  rains  of  this 
region  it  would  be  wise  to  provide  the  regiment  with  at  least  ten  conical  wall  tents, 
otherwise  other  organizations  may  be  called  upon  to  care  for  its  sick  and  wounded. 
Each  man  has  only  one  canvas  suit.  That  portion  of  the  regiment  to  move  has  ten 
days'  rations  from  time  of  starting. 

Respectfully,  E.  A.  Gaklington, 

Inspector-General,  Cavalry  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Whbeuir, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  Tampa,  Fla. 


[Inclosure  4.] 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  August  Zi,  1898. 
Sir  :  Pursuant  to  your  verbal  instructions,  I  have  inspected  the  sinks,  kitchen, 
and  grounds  of  the  general  hospital. 
The  sink  pits  are  in  bad  condition;  lime  or  other  disinfectant  not  used  often 
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enough  or  in  Hufficient  quantity;  much  excreta  is  exposed  and  the  odor  very  often- 
Bive.  The  sheds  over  the  pits  are  open  to  the  front,  and  common  decency  require 
some  screen. 

The  grounds  about  hospital  are  in  had  police;  much  litter  and,  what  is  more 
important,  old  and  cast-off,  perhaps  infected,  clothing  is  lying  about. 

The  kitchen  is  in  bad  shape.     In  the  great  rush  of  preparation  here  it  was  not 
floored,  and  much  filth  has  accumulated,  which  condition  is  accentuated  by  the 
late  rain. 
The  sinlis  and  grounds  of  detention  hospital  are  also  in  bad  condition  as  to  police. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  Gaklington, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General. 
The  Commanding  General  United  States  Fokcjss. 


[Ineloaure  5.] 
MEMORANDUM. 

Made  an  inspection  on  or  about  the  24th  of  August  at  the  detention  hospital  on 
complaint  of  a  man  who  had  a  son  there,  in  consequence  of  which  a  letter  (have  no 
copy)  was  written  by  order  of  General  Wheeler  to  Dr.  Forwood,  directing  him  to 
investigate  at  once  and  make  requisitions  for  deficiencies  in  number  of  nurses  and 
tableware,  etc.,  reported  to  me  by  the  surgeon  in  charge. 

E.  A.  Gaklington, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Inspector-  General, 
October  1,  1898. 


ADDITIONAL  EEPORTS. 


Manila,  Philippine  Islands, 

DccGTfibBV  2Jt  1808 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C.  '        ' 

(Through  ofQcial  channels.) 

General:  My  attention  has  been  called  to  an  omission  in  my  official  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  land  forces  of  our  army  in  the  campaign  terminating  with 
the  capture  of  Manila  on  August  13,  namely,  to  give  credit  to  the  Signal  Corps 
for  its  effective  work  from  the  time  Major  Thompson,  chief  signal  ofiScer,  reported 
to  me  on  the  1st  of  August  until  the  close  of  active  hostilities. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  a  supplemental  report.  1  must  explain,  however, 
that  as  the  Signal  Corps  formed  a  part  of  the  corps  headquarters  they  did  not  send 
their  ofl&cial  report  to  me,  although  they  were  actually  my  assistants  on  the  day 
of  the  attack,  as  the  commanding  general  was  not  present  on  that  day  on  the  part 
of  the  field  under  my  immediate  command.  As  you  have  learned  from  his  report, 
he  remained  on  the  dispatch  boat  Zafiro  until  he  landed  in  the  walled  city  of 
Manila,  taking  the  Second  Oregon  Regiment  with  him  over  the  bay. 

The  signal  detachment  landed  at  Cavite  on  the  evening  of  August  1,  and  were 
assigned  quarters  in  the  palace.  The  next  day  work  on  the  telegraph  line  from 
Cavite  to  Camp  Dewey  was  begun,  and  by  August  6  was  so  far  advanced  that  the 
brigade  commander  complimented  a  signal  man  for  repairing  the  telegraph  line 
at  an  outpost  under  fire,  and  thereafter  communication  was  maintained  between 
Cavite,  Bakoor,  Paranaque,  Camp  Dewey,  and  the  trenches,  and  flag  communica- 
tions between  the  transports,  the  ships  of  the  navy,  and  the  shore.  During  the 
line  construction  the  heat  was  oppressive  and  the  rainfall  great,  so  that  the  roads 
were  unusually  heavy.  By  means  of  the  system  thus  established  troops  were 
landed  and  placed  and  stores  handled  as  would  have  been  impossible  under  any 
other  condition. 

On  the  night  of  August  12  the  commanding  general,  being  on  board  the  steam- 
ship Newport  in  the  harbor,  sent  by  his  adjutant-general  and  the  chief  signal  offi- 
cer an  order  to  me  to  attack  the  enemy's  works  the  next  day  in  accordance  with 
orders  and  instructions  given  me.  The  commanding  general  had  previously 
expressed  his  intention  of  being  present  with  my  division  on  the  day  of  the  attack, 
and  the  change  in  his  intentions  made  it  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  com- 
mander on  shore  should  receive  his  order  for  battle.  There  was  another  order 
also  of  great  significance,  i.  e.,  to  request  the  insurgent  chief,  Aguinaldo,  to  pre- 
vent his  soldiers  from  joining  in  the  attack  and  entering  the  city.  The  task  of 
delivering  these  orders  was  one  of  great  difficulty  and  danger.  A  storm  was  rag- 
ing and  the  surf  was  breaking  on  the  shore  with  great  violence,  but  the  chief 
signal  officer,  Major  Thompson,  finding  that  his  steam  launch  could  not  make  a 
landing,  came  through  the  surf  in  a  native  boat  and  delivered  the  dispatches. 
The  request  to  Aguinaldo  was  delivered  by  telegraph  that  night  at  10.30  o'clock. 
The  Signal  Corps  had  previously  established  lines  to  all  important  points  on  our 
prospective  field  of  battle. 

In  accordance  with  my  wishes,  a  telegraph  party  under  an  officer  was  assigned 
to  each  brigade,  to  each  reserve,  and  a  signal  station  constructed  on  the  beach  in 
direct  communication  with  the  navy,  a  prearranged  code  of  signals  having  been 
agreed  upon  for  the  direction  of  the  fire  and  its  control,  and  its  direction  after  the 
army  should  have  begun  its  advance.  I  willingly  testify  to  the  success  of  this 
part  of  the  operations,  and  also  submit  the  fact  that  during  the  engageipent  I 
was  enabled  to  reach  my  brigade  commanders  and  staff  officers  and  coiitrol  affairs 
in  a  manner  that  would  have  been  impossible  had  communications  been  held  other 
than  by  wire. 

On  the  13th,  lines  and  stations  having  been  established  as  indicated  and  the 
engagement  opened  by  bombardment  of  the  navy,  after  a  reasonable  time  and 
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when  evident  that  the  works  had  been  sufBciently  shelled,  the  order  "  Cease 
firing  "  was  comniunicated  to  the  flagship  in  order  that  the  troops  might  advance, 
and  in  accordance  with  a  prearranged  code,  a  signal  party  assigned  to  the  carrying 
of  both  red  and  white  flags,  the  display  of  both  colors  at  the  same  time  indicating 
that  the  fire  of  the  navy  should  be  directed  in  front  of  the  advancing  line. 
(These  flags  were  carried  into  the  enemy's  works  with  the  advance,  and  it  is 
believed  they  were  the  flrst  emblems  of  the  United  States  displayed  therein.) 

The  Callao  ran  close  in  shore  and  responded  to  the  signal  with  light  rapid-fire 
guns.  In  addition  to  the  signal  flags,  the  vnre  was  strung  by  another  detach- 
ment just  in  rear  of  the  advancing  line,  keeping  pace  with  the  advance,  and  a 
station  was  established  under  fire  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  just  beyond  the 
second  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  at  which  I  received  word  of  the  temporary 
check  of  MacArthur's  brigade  at  Cingalon,  and  immediately  made  dispositions 
by  wire  for  relieving  the  situation. 

A  few  additional  facts  may  he  stated  which  were  unknown  to  me  at  the  time 
my  first  report  was  made. 

It  may  be  stated  now  with  reasonable  certainty  that  the  enemy  did  not,  in  the 
night  attacks,  advance  in  force  beyond  their  own  intrenchments.  Some  scouting 
parties  probably  went  forward  and  came  in  contact  with  our  pickets,  but  as  the 
enemy  opened  a  continuous  artillery  and  infantry  fire  from  their  line  of  intrench- 
ments, their  advance  parties  must  necessarily  have  been  withdrawn. 

On  the  map  forwarded  as  an  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  Second  Brigade,  the 
position  of  the  Third  Artillery  battalion,  acting  as  infantry,  was  erroneously 
placed  on  the  left  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  instead  of  on  the  right.  This  organ- 
ization forced  its  way  through  the  swamps  and  thickets  and  finally  crossed  Malate 
Creek  on  a  bamboo  footbridge,  and,  advancing  between  the  Calle  Real  and  the 
Panay-Cingalon  road,  entered  the  city  and  advanced  up  the  Calle  Nueva,  while 
the  First  California  was  advancing  on  the  Calle  Real.  There  was  some  firing 
from  houses  and  garden  walls  on  the  Calif ornians,  but  on  their  street  the  regulars 
met  with  but  little  opposition.  One  battalion  of  the  Third  Artillery,  under  Cap- 
tain Birkhimer ,  was  one  of  the  first  bodies  of  troops  to  reach  the  walled  city,  having 
made  a  difficult  march  with  energy  and  excellent  judgment.  There  was  some 
firing  after  the  white  flag  was  raised.  Without  my  knowledge,  one  of  the  head- 
quarters staff  signaled  the  fleet  to  reopen  fire.  Fortunately,  the  message  w^as 
disregarded  or  fatal  complications  would  have  followed. 

I  was  not  aware,  when  I  made  my  first  report,  how  much  Col.  James  F.  Smith, 
,  commanding  the  First  Calif  ornia,  had  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  day.  When 
the  Spanish  troops  on  the  top  of  the  wall  of  the  inner  city  began  firing  upon  our 
troops  by  mistake  after  the  white  flag  was  raised,  it  was  his  self-possession  in  a 
trying  emergency,  and  his  control  over  his  troops,  that  prevented  a  renewal  of 
the  contest.  At  that  time  also  the  presence  of  the  California  regiment  and  the 
Third  Artillery  stopped  an  attack  of  the  insurgents  on  the  walled  city. 

I  omitted  to  mention  in  my  first  report  a  matter  that  has  since  evolved  a  ques- 
tion of  importance. 

Major-General  Merritt's  demand  that  Aguinaldo  should  not  permit  his  insur- 
gent forces  to  participate  in  our  attack  or  enter  the  city  had  not  been  regarded,* 
as  several  thousand  armed  Filipinos  had  forced  their  way  into  the  Paco  and  Malate 
suburbs.  On  the  north  side  of  the  Pasig  River  the  Spaniards  still  held  their  lines 
and  kept  out  the  insurgents  from  that  direction,  but  on  the  south  side  the  condi- 
tions were  critical.  The  insurgents  were  excited  and  hostile,  because  not  only 
had  we  not  invited  them  to  cooperate,  but  had  tried  to  prevent  them  from  cross- 
ing the  Spanish  lines.  It  is  even  probable  that  some  of  the  street  firing  upon  our 
troops  came  from  the  Filipinos  who  had  established  themselves  in  Paco. 

About  7  o'clock  I  received  a  message  from  the  general  commanding  to  get  the 
insurgents  out  of  the  city  if  I  could  possibly  do  so.  The  best  I  could  do  at  that 
time  was  to  segregate  the  insurgent  detachments  by  interposing  our  troops  and 
placing  artillery  to  command  their  positions.  It  was  feared  that  they  would 
break  loose  and  loot  the  city.  It  must  be  said,  however,  that  they  maintained 
good  discipline.  I  telegraphed  General  Aguinaldo  that  night  demanding  the 
withdrawal  of  his  troops.  I  received  an  answer  that  he  would  send  commission- 
ers to  meet  me  the  next  day.  They  came  the  next  afternoon,  and  the  negotiations 
which  followed  averted,  for  the  time,  a  conflict  between  our  forces  and  the  insur- 
gent Filipinos. 

Very  respectfully, 

Thomas  M.  Anderson, 
Major-General,  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding 

Second  Division,  August  13,  1898. 
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First  Nebraska  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Office  of  the  Commanding  Officer, 
Manila,  Philippine  Inlands,  October  25,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  report  which  I  made  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  August  3, 1898,  in  which  G  Company,  Eighteenth  Infantry, 
Capt.  William  T.  Wood,  was  engaged.  In  making  my  report  to  Gen.  Francis 
V.  Greene,  I  may  have  omitted  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  very  severe,  try- 
ing, and  difficult  service  in  which  Captain  Woods's  company  was  engaged,  and 
although  too  much  can  not  be  said  of  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  the  men  of  G 
Company,  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  or  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of 
this  company,  viz,  Capt.  William  T.  Wood  and  Lieut.  Harold  B.  Fiske,  as  well 
as  the  officers  and  men  of  Company  G,  of  the  First  Nebraska,  the  conduct  of  the 
whole  command  was  of  the  highest  order. 

This  was  a  night  attack  and  it  was  very  dark,  wet,  and  rainy,  but  at  times  there 
would  be  moonlight  and  brighter.  The  men  were  lying  along  the  edge  of  a  deep 
ditch  in  a  rice  field,  and  were  in  water  up  to  the  waist.  The  officers  had  to  sta- 
tion themselves  under  this  fire  in  water  up  to  their  shoulders  and  sometimes  still 
deeper.  In  this  part  of  the  line  there  were  no  intrenchments.  This  severe  service 
lasted  all  night,  and  I  consider  the  work  done  here  as  worthy  of  special  commen- 
dation as  any  around  Manila. 

I  have  added  this  report  to  the  one  previously  submitted  by  me,  because  it  may 
have  been  on  the  lack  of  more  particular  mention  in  my  report,  as  the  senior  field 
officer  present,  that  these  officers  were  not  particularly  mentioned  in  the  reports 
of  the  senior  officers.' 

Moreover,  I  desire  to  invite  attention  to  the  exemplary  conduct  of  Company  B, 
Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry,  First  Lieut.  George  W.  Martin  commanding, 
on  the  night  and  morning  of  July  30,  when  they  were  relieved  by  my  command, 
under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  musketry.  The  condLuct  of  this  company  was  worthy 
of  all  praise. 

I  have  made  no  previous  mention  of  this,  because  I  thought  that  it  would  be 
covered  by  the  report  of  their  own  field  officers,  which  I  understand  was  not  done 
on  account  of  their  superior  officers  being  in  another  part  of  the  line.  I  sincerely 
believe  that  sufficient  credit  has  aot  been  given  to  the  Eighteenth  United  States 
Infantry  and  to  the  First  Nebraska  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry.  Both  of 
these  regiments  were  under  fire  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  any  regiment  here, 
and,  moreover,  the  First  Nebraska  built  more  intrenchments  than  any  regiment 
around  Manila.  These  regiments,  because  they  strictly  carried  out  their  orders 
not  to  bring  on  an  engagement  or  to  return  the  Spanish  fire  unless  attacked  in 
force,  received  no  especial  mention  in  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Stotsenburg, 
Colonel  First  Nebraska  United  States  Volunteers. 


Cavite,  Philippine  Islands,  November  19, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  extract  copy  of  the  report  (received 
by  me  on  the  7th  instant)  of  the  participation  of  the  regiment  in  the  battle  of 
Manila  on  August  13  last. 

Since  my  perusal  of  the  report,  noting  that  the  mention  therein  of  my  company 
(E)  indicates  that  it  was  in  the  rear  during  the  entire  advance,  I  beg  to  be  per- 
mitted to  submit,  even  at  this  late  day,  the  following  report  or  statement: 

My  company  (E)  was  in  the  firsi  battalion,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bailey,  which  battalion  was  the  reserve  battalion  of  the  regiment. 

After  the  artillery  tire  had  practically  ceased,  the  second  battalion  of  the  regi- 
ment advanced.  Following  this,  my  company  was  the  first  of  the  reserve  bat- 
talion to  be  sent  forward. 

During  the  general  advance,  owing  to  the  tropical  growth  and  thick  foliage, 
and  being  in  battle  formation,  I  lost  touch  with  the  other  companies  of  the  reserve, 
and,  as  it  transpired,  had  gotten  in  advance  of  them.  While  so  advaiicing  I  saw, 
when  well  to  the  front,  the  line  of  earthworks  of  the  Spanish  forces,  extending 
from  Fort  Antonio  de  Abad  near  the  beach  along  my  front  and  on  to  our  right. 
Our  troops  were  moving  up  against  this  line  on  my  left  front  and  well  to  my 
right  front;  and  perceiving  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  line  in  my  front  was 
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unoccupied,  and  with  no  troops  between  ourselves  and  this  part  of  the  line,  I 
moved  forward  and  occupied  it.  Thus  Company  E  found  itself  in  the  advanced 
or  firing  line  of  our  attacking  forces,  with  the  First  Colorado  Volunteers  on  its 
left  and  the  advanced  or  firing  line  of  our  regiment,  under  command  of  Major 
Keller,  on  its  right.  The  company  then  and  there,  by  my  commands,  joined  in 
the  fire  of  the  firing  line. 

After  the  firing  had  practically  ceased.  Major  Keller  on  my  right  called  to  me 
to  form  and  move  forward  in  column  of  fours  over  the  earthworks  in  an  advance 
into  the  city.  I  so  formed  and  was  about  to  move  forward  when  an  orderly — 
Musician  William  Winters  of  Company  B — came  to  me  from  the  rear  with  an 
order  from  Colonel  Bailey  for  me  to  move  my  company  back  and  to  join  in 
extended  order  on  the  leftof  Captain  Bates's  company,  A.  I  immediately  reported 
to  Major  Keller  my  receipt  of  this  order;  he  replied,  "  That  being  the  case,  you 
had  better  move  back,  then,"  which  I  did. 

In  moving  back — ^the  foliage  and  growth  being  dense  in  places — I  missed  Com- 
pany A  and  the  other  reserve  companies,  as  I  had  lost  touch  vsdth  them  in  the 
advance. 

Having  become  convinced  that  they  must  have  moved  forward  and  that  I  had 
passed  them,  I  again  moved  to  the  front,  but  this  attempt  to  obey  this  last  order 
threw  my  company  to  the  rear,  and  accounts  for  its  being  the  last  of  the  regiment 
to  enter  the  city  "proper;  otherwise  it  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  the 
first.  This  move  to  the  rear,  under  orders,  also  added  greatly  to  the  fatigue  and 
exhaustion  of  the  men  of  the  company,  as  it  caused  them  to  march  three  times 
instead  of  only  once  over  ground  that  was  simply  terrible  to  march  over.  The 
fact  remains,  however,  that  Company  E  was  the  only  company  of  the  reserve 
battalion  of  the  regiment  that  reached  the  firing  line  and  engaged  in  its  action 
during  the  attack. 

I  believe  that  the  regimental  report  as  it  stands,  without  this  detailed  report  or 
statement  of  facts  and  circumstances  attending  the  movements  of  the  company 
on  August  13  (which  facts  and  circumstances  can  be  corroborated  in  part  or  in 
whole  by  Colonel  Bailey,  Major  Keller,  Captain  Wood,  Captain  Hatch,  and  by 
nearly  a  hundred  other  witnesses  in  the  regiment) ,  does  not  do  the  company  jus- 
tice, and  affords  room  forever  for  at  least  a  suspicion  that  the  company,  by  its 
commander,  was  held  back,  was  not  prompt  in  moving  forward,  or  was  held  too 
long  under  cover  during  the  general  advance,  when  the  reverse  was  in  truth  the 
case. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  as  a  matter  of  justice  this  statement  be 
forwarded  through  military  channels  for  file  with,  and  as  a  part  of,  the  regi- 
mental report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Wheeler, 
Captain,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Comtnanding  Company  E. 


Memorandum  of  services,  provisioioal  battalion  of  engineers,  Porto  Rico  campaign, 
June  IS  to  September  8, 1898. 

June  IS  to  19. — Provisional  battalion  formed  from  Company  H,  First  District  of 
Columbia  Volunteers,  Captain  Looker,  and  a  provisional  company  from  First 
niinois  Volunteers,  Captain  Brown,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Maj.  J.  W. 
Sackett,  First  Florida  Volunteers,  camped  at  Picnic  Island.  In  charge  of  engi- 
neer depot  and  of  pontoon  train. 

June  SO  to  July  9. — Engaged  in  drills  with  pontoon  train,  making  bridge  pier, 
raft  of  boats,  and  raft  of  casks,  and  loading  and  tinloading  field  artillery  on  raft 
and  boat;  engaged  in  receiving  material  for  Porto  Rico  expedition  and  in  ship- 
ping engineer  material  to  General  Ludlow. 

July  10  and  27.— Shipping  material  for  Porto  Rico  expedition,  loading  pontoon 
train  on  transport  Lampassas,  and  embarking  on  same  steamer. 

July  IB. — At  Key  West  engaged  in  target  practice. 

July  SO. — Built  pontoon  pier  at  Guantanamo  and  dismantled  same. 

July  ^/.—Rebuilt  pier  and  unloaded  stock  from  steamer;  reembarked  stock, 
dismantled  pier,  and  loaded  material. 

July  SS. — Disembarked  at  9  a.  m.  in  Guanica  Harbor  on  earnest  request  from 
Commander  Wainwrightof  U.  8.  S.  Gloucester,  and,  with  detachment  of  artillery, 
cleared  town  of  Guanica  of  Spanish  troops,  and  remained  on  duty  beyond  the 
town  until  relieved  at  noon  by  troops  of  General  Henry  s  command. 
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During  the  passage  to  the  shore  from  the  ship  the  battalion  was  warned  to  be 
prepared  to  receive  the  enemy's  fire.  On  landingthey  were  informed  by  the  officer 
in  command  of  the  detachment  of  sailors  and  marines  from  the  Gloucester  that 
the  town  of  Guanica  was  occupied  by  "about  300  Spaniards."  Despite  these 
statements,  which  were  naturally  of  an  exciting  character  for  green  troops,  a  skir- 
mish line  was  formed,  and  advanced  through  meadow  land  covered  by  clumps  of 
brushwood,  and  through  the  inclosures  of  the  town  with  the  utmost  coolness  and 
precision;  and  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  cool  nature  and  the  manifest  impos- 
sibility of  any  enemy  remaining  concealed,  due  to  the  thorough  covering  of  all 
points  of  vantage,  must  have  had  its  effect  in  causing  the  evacuation  of  the  town 
without  a  continuation  of  the  resistance  which  had  been  made  up  to  the  time  the 
line  was  formed. 

At  1  p.  m.  the  battalion  started  the  construction  of  a  pontoon  pier.  The  pier  was 
completed,  and  all  the  stock  (186  head)  was  landed  by  11  p.  m. 

JulySe. — In  the  morning  a  detachment  from  the  battalion  established  and 
occupied  an  outpost  on  the  hill  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor.  In  the  evening 
the  entire  battalion  was  placed  in  the  same  range  of  hills  on  outpost  duty. 
While  there  the  battalion  was  under  fire  during  the  night  from  other  portions  of 
the  United  States  outpost  line  posted  on  a  range  of  hills  forming  nearly  a  right 
angle  with  the  ridge  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  bay,  on  which  the  battalion 
was  posted.  On  the  left  of  the  line  occupied  by  the  battalion  the  fire  crossed  the 
line  from  both  front  and  rear,  and  the  outposts  there,  under  the  direct  command 
of  Lieutenant  Smith,  covered  their  stations  in  front  and  rear  with  rough  breast- 
works of  loose  stone,  the  only  material  available.  This  site  was  later  selected  for 
the  site  of  a  fort  and  was  occupied  by  a  detachment  from  the  battalion  until  the 
departure  of  Company  H  from  Guanica. 

July  S9.—CoTa-pa.ny  A  (Captain  Brown)  of  the  battalion  was  transferred  to 
Port  Ponce,  where  it  was  joined  by  Major  Sackett  on  the  30th.  Company  H 
(Captain  Looker)  remained  at  Guanica  as  a  garrison  and  in  charge  of  the  pier 
and  of  the  construction  of  a  road  up  the  ridge  from  the  landing  to  the  crest  of 
the  hilltop.  The  road,  with  a  rise  of  47.5  feet,  was  3,300  feet  long.  Almost  the 
entire  length  had  to  be  cleaned  of  timber  and  brush  and  much  blasting  was 
required.  At  first  the  work  was  carried  on  entirely  by  the  labor  of  the  troops, 
but  as  much  sickness  resulted  from  this  heavy  work  in  the  rainy  season  in  the 
tropics,  native  labor  was  employed  later  under  the  supervision  of  the  troops.  The 
site  on  the  crest  was  cleared  in  the  same  way,  the  excavation  being  in  rock,  vnth 
which  the  site  was  covered,  the  vegetation  drawing  its  nourishment  from  small 
deposits  of  soil  in  the  clefts.  This  rock  was  of  volcanic  origin,  its  surface  being 
covered  with  sharp  points,  presenting  the  appearance  of  snow  on  which  had  fallen 
a  short,  heavy  shower  of  warm  rain.  When  broken  the  edges  were  very  sharp, 
aU  of  which  increased  markedly  the  difficulty  of  handling.  The  work  done  by 
the  officers  and  men  of  this  detachment,  under  the  hard  conditions  prevailing, 
and  under  sanitary  conditions  as  to  water  and  miasma  around  the  camp,  which 
with  the  utmost  care  could  not  be  made  safe,  and  which  caused  a  very  large 
amount  of  sickness,  is  worthy  of  great  praise.  Lieutenant  Smith  is  especially  to 
be  commended  for  his  skill  in  handling  the  working  parties  and  in  the  use  of 
explosives,  as  'well  as  Captain  Looker  for  his  general  care  of  his  men,  which 
resulted  in  bringing  his  entire  command  back  to  the  United  States  with  the 
loss  of  but  one  life. 

On  its  arrival  in  Port  Ponce,  Company  A  was  employed  at  once  in  landing  the 
engineer  stores  of  the  expedition,  in  the  establishment  and  care  of  the  engineer 
depot,  in  the  distribution  of  engineer  supplies  to  the  various  commands  at  Adjun- 
tas,  Coamo,  Guayama,  and  in  Ponce,  including  a  hurried  shipment  of  material 
for  a  bridge  to  Coamo,  and  for  two  bridges  to  Guayama,  in  ferrying  officers  and 
troops  in  Port  Ponce  Harbor,  in  constructing  and  placing  buoys  in  the  harbor  of 
Port  Ponce,  in  constructing  a  road  at  the  military  hospital,  and  in  miscellaneous 
work  of  the  same  character. 

A  detachment  of  25  men  from  Cc  mpany  A ,  under  Captain  Brown ,  made  a  march 
from  Ponce  to  Adjuntas  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  thence  to  Utuado,  taking 
with  them  to  Adjuntas  two  wagons  loaded  with  tools  and  supplies  without  any 
delays.  Subsequently  Captain  Brown's  command  made  a  reoonnoissance  of  the 
road  from  Utuado  to  within  5  miles  of  Arecibo  and  returned  to  Ponce.  At  differ- 
ent times  Lieutenants  Laramie  and  Curran  and  Major  Sackett  went  to  Selinas  and 
made  a  careful  examination  of  the  mountain  region  north  of  Selinas  to  the  line  of 
Spanish  outposts  seeking  timber  for  piles  for  a  pier  at  Port  Ponce,  arrangements 
for  the  construction  of  which  were  made  before  the  departure  of  the  battalion  for 
the  United  States.  Major  Sackett  also  arranged  for  the  launching  of  several 
lighters  at  Guayanilla  and  their  transfer  to  the  harbor  at  Port  Ponce. 
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In  conclusion  it  may  be  stated  that  these  troops,  enlisted  and  trained  ori^nally 
as  infantry,  gathered  together  and  organized  hastily  at  Tampa  into  a  provisional 
hattaUon  to  supply  an  urgent  need  caused  by  the  impossibility  of  securing  any 
regularly  trained  engineer  soldiers  for  the  Porto  Eico  expedition,  displayed  the 
greatest  intelligence  and  enthusiasm  in  learning,  from  text-books  mainly,  the 
nature  and  mode  of  carrying  out  the  arduous  duties  of  engineer  troops,  and  by  a 
willing  performance  of  these  duties  contributed  materially  to  the  marked  success 
of  the  expedition. 

W.  M.  Black, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Chief  Engineer,  United  States  Volunteers. 


Report  of  Maj.  Webb  C.  Hayes,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  on  the  expedition  to  Tallaboa, 
ivith  an  account  of  the  raising  of  the  American  flag  in  the  city  of  Yauco,  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  August  S,  1S93. 
Brig.  Gen.  GuY  V.  Henry,  U.  S.  V., 

Commanding  Provisional  Division. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  expedition  to  Tallaboa, 
in  accordance  with  the  following  order  received  from  you  at  Guanica,  Porto 
Rico: 

"Headquarters  Provisional  Division, 

"July  S8,  1898. 
"Maj.  Webb  C.  Hayes, 

"First  Ohio  Cavalry. 
"Major:  You  will  proceed  this  p.  m.  with  50  mounted  men  and  6  oflQcers,  each 
with  three  days'  rations  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition,  to  a  place  called  Tallaboa, 
where  it  is  reported  the  Spaniards  have  on  cars,  or  concealed,  ammunition  and 
Mauser  rifles,  which  if  possible  will  be  sent  back  to  this  point  or  destroyed.  You 
are  authorized  to  have  necessary  transportation  for  this  purpose.  You  will  be 
careful  not  to  be  ambushed,  and  on  performing  the  above  will  return  to  Yauco, 
and  remain  for  rest  of  command.  Please  give  particular  orders  about  men 
occupying  or  entering  houses  or  interfering  in  any  way  with  inhabitants. 
"  Yours,  respectfully, 

"  Guy  V.  Henry, 
"Brigadier-General,  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding." 

When  giving  me  the  above  order  you  prepared  an  order  on  the  acting  alcalde  of 
Yauco  to  furnish  the  50  horses  required  in  the  expedition,  the  horses  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  your  camp  at  4  p.  m. ,  but  after  waiting  for  over  an  hour  for  the  delivery 
of  the  horses,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  proceed  with  the  command  to  Yauco  and 
endeavor  to  get  the  necessary  horses  there.  Accordingly  I  pushed  forward  with 
Captain  Anderson,  Lieutenant  Rockenbaoh  of  your  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Wright 
of  General  Garretson's  stafE,  directly  to  Yauco,  leaving  the  detachment  to  follow 
on  foot,  in  command  of  Lieut.  E.  L.  Phillips,  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  Geo. 
M.  Gould,  of  the  Sixth  Illinois.  On  arriving  at  Yauco  we  found  that  the  acting 
alcalde,  Francisco  Mejia,  appointed  temporarily  by  me  on  the  37th  instant,  was 
so  much  impressed  with  the  importance  of  his  position  that  he  had  failed  to 
secure  the  horses.  Just  before  entering  Yauco  we  overtook  two  companies  of 
General  Garretson's  brigade,  which  had  been  sent  forward  in  command  of  Major 
Clarke,  of  the  Sixth  Illinois,  who  had  been  sent  to  occupy  the  town,  so  that  we 
had  a  considerable  military  force.  Our  entry  into  the  town  was  hailed  with 
delight  by  the  citizens.  In  fact,  a  more  enthusiastic  welcome  was  never  given  to 
any  body  of  troops.  The  streets  of  the  village  and  the  public  square  were  lined 
with  the  inhabitants,  who  indulged  in  vivas  to  the  American  Republic,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  American  soldiers.  We  proceeded  through 
the  crowd  of  cheering  citizens  to  the  official  residence  of  the  alcalde,  and  learned 
there  of  the  presence  in  the  village  of  Gen.  Roy  Stone  in  charge  of  railroad  trans  • 
portation,  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Miles,  who  ad  that  afternoon  arrived 
from  Ponce  with  a  small  detachment  and  a  telegraph  corps. 

On  comnaunicating  with  General  Stone  I  requested  permission  to  accompany 
him  as  far  as  Tallaboa,  and  then  that  a  special  train  be  furnished  to  return  us  to 
Yauco.  Before  leaving,  however,  I  impressed  upon  the  acting  alcalde  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  providing  the  horses  necessary  for  the  expedition,  as  it  was  sug- 
gested by  General  Stone  that  General  Miles  contemplated  mounting  a  portion  of 
his  command  for  expeditions  similar  to  the  one  upon  which  we  were  sent.  At  the 
same  time  I  arranged  with  the  alcalde  at  his  urgent  solicitation  to  have  an  ofiScial 
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surrender  of  the  town,  coupled  with  a  raising  of  the  American  flag  and  a  procla- 
mation by  the  alcalde,  on  the  following  morning. 

We  proceeded  by  rail  with  General  Stone's  party  from  Yauco  to  Tallaboa,  stop- 
ping at  one  intermediate  station.  The  roadbed  was  in  excellent  condition,  all 
bridges  and  water  ways  being  of  the  best  construction.  General  Stone  advised 
me  that  he  had  repaired  three  engines  and  made  them  serviceable,  and  that  there 
was  sufflcient  rolling  stock  in  passenger  cars,  with  25  box,  10  gondolas  and  about 
20  flat  cars,  so  that  your  entire  division  could  be  moved  in  a  day  to  Ponce,  if 
desired. 

We  arrived  at  Tallaboa  about  9  p.  m.,  and  found  the  side  track  empty,  and 
with  no  sign  of  cars  in  which  arms  and  ammunition  were  reported  as  being 
stored.  On  examination  of  the  telegraph  operator  and  other  inhabitants  it  was 
learned  that  no  munitions  of  war  had  been  stored  in  Tallaboa.  General  Stone 
advised  me  that  both  arms  and  ammunition  had  been  captured  at  Ponce  on  the 
previous  day.  After  remaining  at  Tallaboa  for  one  hour  we  returned  to  Yauco 
and  there  found  Lieutenant  Phillips  with  the  50  men  of  the  detachment.  I  ordered 
Lieutenant  Phillips  to  bivouac  in  the  public  square,  and  on  the  following  morning 
arranged  for  the  formal  raising  of  the  American  flag  over  the  of&cial  residence  of 
the  alcalde.  Two  companies  of  infantry  under  command  of  Major  Clarke,  of  the 
Sixth  Illinois,  together  with  my  detachment  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Phillips, 
were  drav^n  up  in  front  of  the  palace,  while  Major  Clarke  and  myself  with  the 
acting  alcalde  appeared  on  the  balcony,  and  Lieutenant  Eockenbach  with  two 
trumpeters  prepared  to  salute  the  colors,  took  station  on  the  roof  of  the  palace. 
The  citizens  seemed  somewhat  awed  at  first  by  the  military,  and  there  was  absolute 
silence  while  the  military  presented  arms  and  the  colors  were  raised;  and  not  until 
the  close  of  the  proclamation  by  the  alcalde  was  there  any  demonstration  on  their 
part,  when,  without  a  note  of  warning,  a  volunteer  band  struck  up  an  inspiring 
strain  and  all  the  citizens  joined  in  vivas  to  the  United  States,  to  the  President,  to 
the  American  soldiers,  and  to  the  city  of  Yauco,  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  mayor's  proclamation  was  as  follows: 

"  Citizens:  To-day  the  people  of  Porto  Rico  are  present  at  the  most  beautiful 
festival. 

"  The  sun  of  America  is  already  shining  over  our  valleys  and  mountains.  On 
the  25th  of  July,  1898,  which  will  be  a  day  of  glorious  remembrance  for  all  sons 
of  this  blessed  land,  because  for  the  first  time  the  star-spangled  flag  fluttered 
gracefully,  planted  in  the  name  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  Mr.  Miles,  the  general  in  chief  of  the  American  Army. 

"Porto  Ricans!  By  the  miraculous  intervention  of  the  God  of  the  just,  we 
are  returned  to  the  bosom  of  the  American  mother,  in  whose  waters  nature  has 
placed  us. 

"  Sons  of  America,  to  America  General  Miles  has  returned  us  in  the  name  of 
his  Government,  and  to  America  we  must  send  our  most  expressive  salutations 
of  loving  affection,  addressing  her  through  the  channel  of  her  brave  Army,  repre- 
sented by  this  distinguished  body  of  officers,  commanded  by  the  enlightened 

"Citizens!    Long  live  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America!    Long 
live  her  brave  Army!    Long  live  Porto  Rico  of  America! 
"  Yauco  (P.E.),  United  States  of  America. 

"Francisco  Mejia,  The  Mayor. 
"July  29, 1898." 

The  scene  that  followed  was  the  most  enthusiastic  that  I  have  ever  witnessed, 
and  all  the  Porto  Ricans  present  assured  me  that  this  would  be  the  character  of 
the  reception  accorded  to  the  United  States  troops  throughout  Porto  Rico.  The 
alcalde  turned  over  the  flag  of  Spain  which  had  been  over  the  official  residence, 
together  with  some  200  banners,  and  the  late  volunteers  began  surrendering  them- 
selves, coming  in  from  all  directions  with  their  arms,  which  were  surrendered  to 
the  alcalde.  During  the  day  about  150  rifles  and  machetes  were  turned  in,  and 
these  were  used  by  the  alcalde  in  arming  the  municipal  police.  The  alcalde 
expressed  his  desire  to  send  out  a  force  of  50  men  to  capture  the  adjoining  village 
of  Sabana  Grande,  and  this  being  authorized  by  you  on  your  arrival  he  dispatched 
the  force  on  the  following  day. 

After  the  demonstration  in  the  public  square  I  marched  my  detachment,  fol- 
lowed by  the  detachment  of  Major  Clarke,  to  the  camp,  where  later  in  the  day  you 
made  your  headquarters  with  all  the  troops  of  the  provisional  division. 

On  July  29,  after  having  had  turned  over  to  me  some  30  riding  mules  and  14 
horses,  I  received  an  order  from  Captain  Duncan,  assistant  adjutant-general,  to 
camp  my  command  at  Yauco,  and  to  turn  over  the  horses  to  the  alcalde  to  be 


684  MAJOR-GENERAL    COMMANDING   THE   ARMY. 

returned  to  their  respective  owners,  and  have  vouchers  prepared  for  your  approval 
for  the  charge  for  the  use  of  the  horses;  and  in  accordance  with  these  instructions 
I  returned  the  horses  through  the  alcade  to  their  owners,  there  being  no  charge. 
On  your  arrival  at  Yauco  I  made  a  verbal  report  to  you,  having  previously 
advised  you  of  the  return  of  the  expedition  through  Lieutenant  Rockenbach,  of 
your  staff,  and  in  accordance  with  your  orders  dismissed  the  command,  lieu- 
tenant Phillips  and  his  men  returning  to  the  regular  battalion,  and  Lieutenant 
Gould  and  his  men  to  General  Garretson's  brigade. 
Very  respectfully, 

Webb  C.  Hates, 
Major  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Provisional  Division, 

Ponce,  Porto  Bico,  August  4, 1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  adjutant-general,  headquarters  of  the  army  in  the 
field. 

Major  Hayes,  by  his  energy  and  intelligent  conception  and  execution  of  my 
orders,  is  entitled  to  much  credit.  He  is  a  zealous  and  intelligent  oflScer,  and  one 
to  be  depended  upon  for  an  emergency.  His  summers  spent  on  the  plains  have 
given  him  a  cavalryman's  practical  education. 

Guy  V.  Henry, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  United  States  Volunteers,  Comm.anding. 


Tebnch'ss  Outside  Santiago,  July  4.,  1S98. 
Col.  Leonard  Wood, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Sir:  On  July  1  the  regiment,  with  myself  in  command,  was  moved  out  by  your 
orders  directly  following  the  first  brigade.  Before  leaving  the  camping  ground 
several  of  our  men  were  wounded  by  shrapnel.  After  crossing  the  river  at  the 
ford  we  were  moved  along  and  up  its  right  bank  under  fire,  and  were  held  in 
reserve  at  a  sunken  road.  Here  we  lost  a  good  many  men,  including  Captain 
O'Neil,  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Haskell,  wounded.  We  then  received  your  oi'der 
to  advance  and  support  the  regular  cavalry  in  the  attack  on  the  intrenchments 
and  blockhouses  on  the  hills  to  the  left.  The  regiment  was  deployed  on  both  sides 
of  the  road,  and  moved  forward  until  we  came  to  the  rearmost  lines  of  the  regu- 
lars. We  continued  to  move  forward  until  I  ordered  a  charge,  and  the  men 
rushed  the  blockhouse  and  rifle  pits  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  our  advance.  They 
did  the  work  in  fine  shape,  though  suffering  severely.  The  guidons  of  Troops  E 
and  G  were  first  planted  on  the  summit,  though  the  first  men  up  were  some  A 
and  B  troopers,  who  were  with  me. 

We  then  opened  fire  on  the  intrenchments  on  a  hill  to  our  left  which  some  of 
the  other  regiments  were  assailing  and  which  they  carried  a  few  minutes  later. 
Meanwhile  we  were  under  a  heavy  rifle  fire  from  the  intrenchments  along  the 
hills  to  our  front,  from  whence  they  also  shelled  us  with  a  piece  of  field  artillery 
until  some  of  our  marksmen  silenced  it.  When  the  men  got  their  wind  we 
charged  again  and  carried  the  second  line  of  intrenchments  with  a  rush.  Swing- 
ing to  the  left,  we  then  drove  the  Spaniards  over  the  brow  of  the  chain  of  hills 
fronting  Santiago.  By  this  time  the  regiments  were  much  mixed,  and  we  were 
under  a  very  heavy  fire,  both  of  shrapnel  and  from  rifles  from  the  batteries, 
intrenchments,  and  forts  immediately  in  front  of  the  city.  On  the  extreme  front 
I  now  found  myself  in  command  with  fragments  of  the  six  cavalry  regiments  of 
the  two  brigades  under  me.  The  Spaniards  made  one  or  two  efforts  to  retake  the 
line,  but  were  promptly  driven  back. 

Both  General  oumner  and  you  sent  me  word  to  hold  the  line  at  all  hazards,  and 
that  night  we  dug  a  line  of  intrenchments  across  our  front,  using  the  captured 
Spaniards'  intrenching  tools.  We  had  nothing  to  eat  except  what  we  captured 
from  the  Spaniards;  but  their  dinners  had  fortunately  been  cooked,  and  we  ate 
them  with  relish,  having  been  fighting  all  day.  We  had  no  blankets  and  coats, 
and  lay  by  the  trenches  all  night.  The  Spaniards  attacked  11s  once  in  the  night, 
and  at  dawn  they  opened  a  heavy  artillery  and  rifle  fire.  Very  great  assistance 
was  rendered  us  by  Lieutenant  Parker's  Gatling  battery  at  critical  moments;  he 
fought  his  guns  at  the  extreme  front  of  the  firing  line  in  a  way  that  repeatedly 
called  forth  the  cheers  of  my  men.  One  of  the  Spanish  batteries  which  was  used 
against  us  was  directly  in  front  of  the  hospital  so  that  the  red  cross  flag  flew  over 
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the  battery,  saving  it  from  our  fire  for  a  considerable  period.  The  Spanish  Mau- 
ser bullets  made  clean  wounds;  but  they  also  used  a  copper- jacketed  or  brass- 
jacketed  bullet  which  exploded,  nialdng  very  bad  wounds  indeed. 

Since  then  we  have  continued  to  hold  the  ground;  the  food  has  been  short;  and 
until  to-day  we  could  not  get  our  blankets,  coats,  or  shelter  tents,  while  the  men 
lay  all  day  under  the  fire  from  the  Spanish  batteries,  intrenchments,  and  guerrillas 
in  trees,  and  worked  all  night  in  the  trenches,  never  even  taking  off  their  shoes. 
But  they  are  in  excellent  spirits,  and  ready  and  anxious  to  carry  out  any  orders 
they  receive.  At  the  end  of  the  first  day  the  eight  troops  were  commanded,  two 
by  captains,  three  by  first  lieutenants,  two  by  second  lieutenants,  and  one  by  the 
sergeant  whom  you  made  acting  lieutenant. 

We  went  into  the  fight  about  490  strong;  86  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  there 
are  about  half  a  dozen  missing.  The  great  heat  prostrated  nearly  40  men,  some 
of  them  among  the  best  in  the  regiment.  Besides  Captain  O'Neil  and  Lieutenant 
Haskell,  Lieutenants  Leahy,  Devereux,  and  Carr  were  wounded.  All  behaved 
with  gi-eat  gallantry.  As  for  Captain  O'Neil,  his  loss  is  one  of  the  severest  that 
couldhavebefallen  the  regiment.  He  was  a  man  of  cool  head,  great  executive 
capacity,  and  literally  dauntless  courage. 

The  guerrillas  in  trees  not  only  fired  at  our  troops,  but  seemed  to  devote  them- 
selves especially  to  shooting  at  the  surgeons,  the  hospital  assistants  with  red  cross 
bandages  on  their  arms,  the  wounded  who  were  being  carried  in  litters,  and  the 
burying  parties.  Many  of  these  guerrillas  were  dressed  in  green  uniforms.  We 
sent  out  a  detail  of  sharpshooters  among  those  in  our  rear,  along  the  line  where 
they  had  been  shooting  the  wounded,  and  killed  13. 

To  attempt  to  give  a  list  of  the  men  who  showed  signal  valor  would  necessitate 
sending  in  an  almost  complete  roster  of  the  regiment.  Many  of  the  cases  which 
I  mention  stand  merely  as  examples  of  the  rest,  not  as  exceptions.  Captain 
Jenkins  acted  as  major,  and  showed  such  conspicuous  gallantry  and  efficiency 
that  I  earnestly  hope  he  may  be  promoted  to  major  as  soon  as  a  vacancy 
occurs.  Captains  Lewellen,  MuUer,  and  Luna  led  their  troops  thi-oughout  the 
charges,  handling  them  admirably.  At  the  end  of  the  battle  Lieutenants  Kane, 
Greenwood,  and  Goodrich  were  in  charge  of  their  troops,  immediately  under  my 
eye,  and  I  wish  particularly  to  commend  their  conduct  throughout.  Lieutenant 
Franz,  who  commanded  his  troop,  also  did  well. 

Corporals  Waller  and  Fortesque  and  Trooper  McKinley,  of  Troop  E;  Corporal 
Ehoads,  of  Troop  D;  Troopers  Allerton,  Winter,  MacGregor,  and  Ray  Clark,  of 
Troop  F;  Troopers  Bugbee,  Jackson,  and  Waller,  of  Troop  A;  Trumpeter  Mac- 
donald,  of  Troop  L;  Sergeant  Hughes,  of  Troop  B,  and  Trooper  Geiven,  of  Troop  G, 
all  continued  to  fight  after  being  wounded,  some  very  severely.  Most  of  them 
fought  until  the  end  of  the  day. 

Trooper  Oliver  B.  Norton,  of  B,  who,  with  his  brother,  was  by  my  side  through- 
out the  charging,  was  killed  while  fighting  with  marked  gallantry.  Sergeant 
Ferguson,  Corporal  Lee,  and  Troopers  Bell  and  Carroll,  of  Troop  K;  Sergeant 
Dame,  of  Troop  E;  Troopers  Goodwin,  Campbell,  and  Dudley  Dean,  and  Trump- 
eter Foster,  of  B,  and  Troopers  Green wald  and  Bardelas,  of  A,  are  all  worthy  of 
special  mention  for  coolness  and  gallantry.  They  merit  promotion  when  the 
opportunity  comes.  But  the  most  conspicuous  gallantry  was  shown  by  Trooper 
Rowland.  He  was  wounded  in  the  side  in  our  first  fi^ht,  but  kept  in  the  firing 
line.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  next  day,  but  left  it  and  marched  out  to  us, 
overtaking  us,  and  fought  all  through  this  battle  with  such  indifference  to 
danger  that  I  was  forced  again  and  again  to  rate  and  threaten  him  for  running 
needless  risk. 

Great  gallantry  was  also  shown  by  four  troopers  whom  I  can  not  identify,  and 
by  Trooper  Winslow  Clark,  of  G.  It  was  after  we  had  taken  the  first  hill— I 
had  called  out  to  rush  the  second,  and,  having  by  that  time  lost  my  horse,  climbed 
a  wire  fence  and  started  toward  it.  After  going  a  couple  of  hundred  yards,  under 
a  heavy  fire,  I  found  that  no  one  else  had  come;  as  I  discovered  later,  it  was 
simply  because  in  the  confusion,  with  men  shooting  and  being  shot,  they  had  not 
noticed  me  start.  I  told  the  five  men  to  wait  a  moment,  as  it  might  be  misunder- 
stood if  we  all  ran  back,  while  I  ran  back  and  started  the  regiment;  and  as  soon 
as  I  did  so  the  regiment  came  with  a  rush.  But  meanwhile  the  five  men  coolly 
lay  down  in  the  open,  returning  the  fire  from  the  trenches.  It  is  to  be  wondered 
at  that  only  Clark  was  seriously  wounded,  and  he  called  out  as  we  paused  again 
to  lay  his  canteen  where  he  could  reach  it,  but  to  continue  the  charge  and  leave 
him  where  he  was.  All  the  wounded  had  to  be  left  until  after  the  fight,  for  we 
could  spare  no  men  from  the  firing  line. 

Very  respectfully,  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

lAeatenant-Colonel  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
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Camp  Hamilton,  near  Santiago  db  Cuba,  July  SO,  1898. 

Brig.  Gen.  Leonard  Wood, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  Cavalry  Division. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I  herewith  report  on  the  operations  of  my 
regiment  from  the  1st  to  the  17th  instant,  inclusive. 

As  I  have  already  made  you  two  reports  about  the  first  day's  operations  I  shall 
pass  them  over  rather  briefly.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  my  regiment  was  formed 
at  the  head  of  the  Second  Brigade,  by  the  El  Poso  sugar  miU.  When  the  bat- 
teries opened  the  Spaniards  replied  to  us  with  shrapnel,  which  killed  and  wounded 
several  of  the  men  of  my  regiment.  We  then  marched  toward  the  right  and  my 
regiment  crossed  the  ford  before  the  balloon  came  down  there  and  attracted  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  so  that  at  that  point  we  lost  no  one.  My  orders  had  been  to 
march  forward  until  I  joined  General  Lawton's  left  wing,  but  after  going  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  I  was  halted  and  told  to  remain  in  reserve  near  the  creek 
by  a  deep  lane.  The  bullets  dropped  thick  among  us  for  the  next  hour  while  we 
lay  there  and  many  of  my  men  were  killed  or  wounded.  Among  the  former  was 
Captain  O'Neil,  whose  loss  was  a  very  heavy  blow  to  the  regiment,  for  he  was  a 
sing^ularly  gallant  and  efficient  ofBcer.  Acting  Lieutenant  Haskell  was  also  shot 
at  this  time.  He  showed  the  utmost  courage  and  had  been  of  great  use  during 
the  fighting  and  marching.  It  seems  to  me  some  action  should  be  taken  about 
him. 

You  then  sent  me  word  to  move  forward  in  support  of  the  regular  cavalry  and 
I  advanced  the  regiment  in  columns  of  companies,  each  company  deployed  as 
skirmishers.  We  moved  through  several  skirmish  lines  of  the  regiment  ahead  of 
us,  as  it  seemed  to  me  that  our  only  chance  was  in  rushing  the  intrenchments  in 
front  instead  of  firing  at  them  from  a  distance.  Accordingly  we  charged  the 
blockhouse  and  intrenchments  on  the  hill  to  our  right  against  a  heavy  fire. 
It  was  taken  in  good  style,  the  men  of  my  regiment  thus  being  the  first  to  cap- 
ture any  fortified  position  and  to  break  through  the  Spanish  lines.  The  guidons 
of  G  and  E  troops  were  first  at  this  point,  but  some  of  the  men  of  A  and  B  troops 
who  were  with  me  personally  got  in  ahead  of  them.  At  the  last  wire  fence  up 
this  hill  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  my  horse  and  after  that  went  on  foot.  After 
capturing  this  hill  we  first  of  all  directed  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  San  Juan  hill  to 
our  left,  which  was  at  the  time  being  assailed  by  the  regular  infantry  and  cav- 
alry, supported  by  Captain  Parker's  Gatling  guns.  By  the  time  San  Juan  was 
taken  a  large  force  had  assembled  on  the  hill  we  had  previously  captured,  con- 
sisting not  only  of  my  ovsm  regiment  but  of  the  ninth  and  of  portions  of  other 
cavalry  regiments.  We  then  charged  forward  under  a  heavy  fire  across  the  val- 
ley against  the  Spanish  intrenchments  on  the  hill  in  the  rear  of  the  San  Juan  hill. 
This  we  also  took,  capturing  several  prisoners.  We  then  formed  in  what  order 
we  could  and  moved  forward,  driving  the  Spaniards  before  us  to  the  crest  of  the 
hills  in  our  front,  which  were  immediately  opposite  the  city  of  Santiago  itself. 
Here  I  received  orders  to  halt  and  hold  the  line  of  the  hill  crest.  I  had  at  that 
time  fragments  of  the  six  cavalry  regiments  and  an  occasional  infantryman 
under  me — three  or  four  hundred  men  all  told.  As  I  was  the  highest  there,  I  took 
command  of  all  of  them,  and  so  continued  until  next  morning. 

The  Spanish  attempted  a  counter  attack  that  afternoon,  but  were  easily  driven 
back,  and  then  and  until  dark  we  remained  under  a  heavjr  fire  from  their  rifles 
and  great  guns,  lying  flat  on  our  faces  on  the  gentle  slope  just  .behind  the  crest. 
Captain  Parker's  Gatling  battery  was  run  up  to  the  right  of  my  regiment,  and 
did  most  excellent  and  gallant  service.  In  order  to  charge,  the  men  had,  of  course, 
been  obliged  to  throw  away  their  packs,  and  we  had  nothing  to  sleep  in  and  nothing 
to  eat.  We  were  lucky  enough,  however,  to  find  in  the  last  blockhouse  captured 
the  Spanish  dinner  still  cooking,  which  we  ate  with  relish.  It  constated  chiefly 
of  rice  and  pease,  with  a  big  pot  containing  a  stew  of  fresh  meat,  propably  for 
the  officers.  We  also  distributed  the  captured  Spanish  blankets  as  far  as  they 
would  go  among  our  men,  and  gathered  a  good  deal  of  the  Mauser  ammunition 
for  use  in  the  Colt's  rapid-fire  guns  which  were  being  brought  up.  That  night  we 
dug  intrenchments  across  our  front.  At  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Spaniards 
made  another  attack  upon  us,  which  was  easily  repelled,  and  at  4  they  opened 
the  day  with  a  heavy  rifie  and  shrapnel  fire.  All  day  long  we  lay  under  this, 
replying  whenever  we  got  the  chance.  In  the  evening,  at  about  8  o'clock,  the 
Spaniards  fired  their  guns,  and  then  opened  a  heavy  rifle  fire,  their  skirmishers 
coming  well  forward.  I  got  all  my  men  down  into  the  trenches,  as  did  the  other 
commands  near  me,  and  we  opened  a  heavy  return  fire.  The  Spanish  advance 
was  at  once  stopped,  and  after  an  hour  their  fire  died  away.  This  night  we  com- 
pleted most  of  our  trenches,  and  began  to  build  bombproofs.  The  protection 
afforded  to  our  men  was  good,  and  next  morning  had  but  one  man  wounded  from 
the  rifle  and  shell  fire  until  18  o'clock,  when  the  truce  came.- 
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I  do  not  mention  the  officers  and  men  who  particularly  distinguished  them- 
selves, as  I  have  nothing  to  add  in  this  respect  to  what  was  contained  in  my  two 
former  letters.  There  were  numerous  Red  Cross  flags  flying  in  various  parts  of 
the  city,  two  of  them  so  arranged  that  they  directly  covered  batteries  in  our  front 
and  for  some  time  were  the  cause  of  our  not  firing  at  them.  The  Spanish  guerril- 
las were  very  active,  especially  in  our  rear,  where  they  seemed  by  preference  to 
attack  the  wounded  men  who  were  being  carried  on  litters,  the  doctors  and  med- 
ical attendants  with  Red  Cross  bandages  on  their  arms,  and  the  burial  parties.  I 
organized  a  detail  of  sharpshooters  and  sent  them  out  after  these  guerrillas,  of 
whom  they  killed  13.  Two  of  the  men  thus  killed  were  shot  several  hours  after 
the  truce  had  been  in  operation,  because,  in  spite  of  this  fact,  they  kept  firing  upon 
our  men  as  they  went  to  draw  water.  They  were  stationed  in  trees  (as  the  guer- 
rillas were  generally),  and  ovnng  to  the  density  of  the  foliage  and  to  the  use  of 
smokeless-powder  rifles,  it  was  an  exceedingly  difBoult  matter  to  locate  them. 
For  the  next  seven  days,  until  the  lOtL,  we  lay  in  our  lines,  while  the  truce  con- 
tinued. We  had  continually  to  work  at  additional  bombproofs  and  at  the 
trenches,  and  as  we  had  no  proper  supply  of  food  and  utterly  inadequate  medical 
facilities,  the  men  suffered  a  good  deal.  The  officers  clubbed  together  to  purchase 
beans,  tomatoes,  and  sugar  for  the  men,  so  that  they  might  have  some  relief  from 
the  bacon  and  hard-tack.    With  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  wo  got  them  coffee. 

As  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  they  suffered  so  in  the  hospitals  when  sent  to  the 
rear  from  lack  of  food  and  attention  that  we  found  it  best  to  keep  them  at  the 
front  and  give  them  such  care  as  our  own  doctors  could.  As  I  mentioned  in  my 
previous  letter,  13  of  our  wounded  men  continued  to  fight  through  the  battle 
in  spite  of  their  wounds,  and  of  those  sent  to  the  rear  many,  both  of  the  sick  and 
wounded,  came  up  to  rejoin  us  as  soon  as  their  condition  allowed  them  to  walk. 
Most  of  the  worst  cases  were  ultimately  sent  to  the  States. 

On  the  10th  the  truce  was  at  an  end  and  the  bombardment  reopened.  As  far  as 
our  lines  were  concerned,  it  was  on  the  Spanish  part  very  feeble.  We  suffered  no 
losses  and  speedily  got  the  fire  from  their  trenches  in  our  front  completely  under. 
On  the  11th  we  were  moved  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  right,  the  truce  again 
being  on.  Nothing  happened  here  except  we  continued  to  watch  and  do  our  best 
to  get  the  men,  especially  the  sick,  properly  fed;  and  having  no  transportation  and 
being  unable  to  get  hardly  any  through  the  regular  channels,  we  used  anything 
we  could  find — captured  Spanish  cavalry  horses,  abandoned  mules  which  had 
been  shot,  but  which  our  men  took  and  cured,  diminutive  skinny  ponies  purchased 
from  the  Cubans,  etc.  By  these  means  and  by  the  exertions  of  the  officers  we 
were  able  from  time  to  time  to  get  supplies  of  beans,  sugar,  tomatoes,  and  even 
oatmeal,  while  from  the  Red  Cross  people  we  got  one  invaluable  load  of  rice,  com 
meal,  etc.  AH  of  this  was  of  the  utmost  consequence,  not  only  for  the  sick  nor- 
mically  well,  as  the  lack  of  proper  food  was  telling  terribly  on  the  men.  It  was 
utterly  impossible  to  get  them  clothes  and  shoes;  those  they  had  were,  in  many 
cases,  literally  dropping  to  pieces. 

On  the  17th  the  city  surrendered.  On  the  18th  we  shifted  camp  to  here,  the 
best  camp  we  have  had;  but  the  march  hither  under  the  noonday  sun  told  very 
heavily  on  our  men,  weakened  by  underfeeding  and  overwork,  and  next  mommg 
133  cases  were  reported  to  the  doctors,  and  I  now  have  but  half  of  the  600  men 
with  which  I  landed  four  weeks  ago,  fit  for  duty,  and  these  are  not  fit  to  do  any- 
thing like  the  work  they  could  do  then.  As  we  had  but  one  wagon,  the  change 
necessitated  leaving  much  of  the  stuff  behind,  with  a  night  of  disccmfort,  with 
scanty  shelter  and  scanty  food,  for  most  of  the  officers  and  many  of  the  men. 
Only  the  possession  of  the  improvised  pack  train  alluded  to  above  saved  this  from 
being  worse.  Yesterday  I  sent  in  a  detail  of  six  officers  and  men  to  see  if  they 
could  not  purchase  or  make  arrangements  for  a  supply  of  proper  food  and 
proper  clothing  for  the  men,  even  if  we  had  to  pay  for  it  out  of  our  own  pockets. 
Our  suffering  has  been  due  primarily  to  lack  of  transportation,  and  of  proper  food, 
and  sufficient  clothing,  and  of  medical  supplies.  We  should  now  have  wagon 
sheets  for  tentage. 

Very  respectfully,  Theodore  Roosevelt. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Ala.,  November  14,  189S. 
The  Adjutant-General  op  the  Army, 
(Through  military  channels). 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  supplement  my  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Twelfth 
United  States  Infantry,  July  1  to  3, 1898,  both  days  inclusive,  made  before  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  July  4, 1898,  by  forwarding  herewith  the  reports  of  Maj.  H.  H.  Hum- 
phreys, Twelfth  Infantry,  and  Capt.  H.  L.  Haskell,  Twelfth  Infantry,  who  com- 
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manded  the  First  and  Second  Battalions  of  the  regiment  during  the  operations, 
together  with  the  reports  of  seven  company  commanders  engaged.  I  also  inclose 
a  map,  made  by  First  Lieut.  Willis  Uline,  Twelfth  Infantry,  showing  the  portion 
of  the  field  of  El  Oaney  covered  by  the  regiment.  These  reports  furnish  a  detailed 
account  of  the  operations  of  each  unit  of  the  regiment,  as  observed  by  the  oflSoers 
in  immediate  contact  with  the  men.  They  form  an  interesting^  and  valuable  record 
and  should  be  preserved  as  an  important  part  of  the  official  history  of  the  war. 

I  desire  to  invite  attention  to  the  specific  acts  of  gallantry  on  the  part  of  officers 
and  men  mentioned  in  these  reports,  and  to  add  my  £earty  approval  to  the  com- 
mendation of  battalion  and  company  commanders. 

I  have  already  mentioned  by  name  a  number  of  the  officers  who  showed  in  my 
presence  special  skill  and  gallantry,  and  I  wish  again  to  express  appreciation  of 
the  conduct  of  all  ofiflcers  of  the  regiment  and  especially  to  commend  the  company 
commanders  for  their  skill  and  gallantry  on  the  field  of  Caney,  at  San  Juan,  and 
during  the  subsequent  operations,  and  for  their  steadfast  devotion  to  duty  and 
unswerving  attention  to  their  men  throughout  the  campaign.  In  this  connection 
I  would  make  special  mention  of  Capt.  Millard  F.  "Waltz,  who  is  one  of  the  best 
company  commanders  I  have  ever  known,  as  exemplified  equally  by  superior  care 
of  his  men,  and  the  skill,  energy,  and  gallantry  displayed  by  him  at  the  battle  of 
El  Caney. 

First  Lieut.  Mark  L.  Hersey,  quartermaster.  Twelfth  Infantry,  is  another 
officer  who  displayed  exceptional  ability  in  the  performance  of  varied  and  arduous 
duties  during  the  campaign,  until  stricken  with  yellow  fever  at  Siboney,  July  12, 
1898,  where  he  had  gone  on  special  duties  after  all  active  operations  were  practi- 
cally completed.  No  officer  in  my  command  was  more  faithful,  energetic,  and 
successful  than  Lieutenant  Hersey. 

Of  the  enlisted  men  Sergt.  Maj.  John  S.  E.  Young  and  Quartermaster  Sergt. 
John  W.  Blair,  Twelfth  Infantry,  were  noteworthy  for  faithful,  zealous,  and 
intelligent  performance  of  duty. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  again  recommending  Sergeant  Major  Young  for  a 
commission  in  the  regular  service.  Quartermaster  Sergt.  John  W.  Blair  suc- 
cumbed to  the  fever  and  is  buried  in  Cuba. 

There  were  several  specific  acts  of  gallantry  performed  by  enlisted  men  which, 
in  my  opinion,  should  be  recognized  by  certificates  of  merit  or  medals  of  honor,  as 
maybe  deemed  most  appropriate  in  each  case.  Privates  James  W.  Smith  and 
James  McMillen,  Company  H,  Twelfth  Infantry,  for  acts  mentioned  in  Captain 
Haskell's  report,  viz: 

"  I  called  for  volunteers  to  out  the  wires  bordering  the  road  to  my  left  with  a 
view  of  finding  a  position  commanding  the  stone  fort,  which  at  this  time  was  not 
in  sight.  This  hazardous  duty  was  coolly  and  bravely  performed  by  Privates 
James  W.  Smith  and  James  McMillen,  of  H  Company,  who  cut  five  lines  of  wire 
in  a  dozen  places  and  opened  the  way  for  our  movement,  their  gallant  conduct 
receiving  most  hearty  commendation  from  all  present." 

To  Corpl.  Edward  Meyers,  Company  E,  Twelfth  Infantry,  for  climbing  upon  the 
roof  of  the  stone  fort  and  waving  the  national  flag  while  a  hot  fire  was  being 
poured  upon  him  from  the  village,  and  similarly  Joseph  E.  Abel,  of  Company  E, 
Twelfth  Infantry,  voluntarily  waved  the  regimental  colors  from  the  roof  long  and 
vigorously  while  the  fire  from  the  village  and  church  continued  to  pour  about  him. 
I  invite  attention  to  First  Sergts.  John  B.  Murphy,  Company  H,  Daniel  Arundell, 
Company  D,  and  Hamilton  J.  Carroll,  Company  C,  as  described  in  the  reports  of 
their  immediate  commanders. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

Rich.  Comb  a, 
Brigadier-General,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  lately 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Twelfth  Infantry. 


HiGHWooD,  Lake  County,  III.,  November  29, 1898. 
Adjutant  Twelfth  Infantry,  U.  S.  A.,  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  indorsement  from  your  office,  dated  November  26, 1898,  upon 
my  letter  of  November  24, 1898,  addressed  to  you,  inquiring  if  it  was  desired  a 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  First  Battalion,  Twelfth  Infantry  should  be  made, 
and,  upon  receiving  an  affirmative  reply,  I  submit  the  following  report,  based  upon 
notes  made  by  myself,  as  I  have  not  seen  or  read  the  reports,  submitted  by  com- 
pany commanders  of  the  First  Battalion,  Twelfth  Infantry. 

I  hope  this  report  will  not  do  anyone  an  injustice;  but  should  it  do  so,  it  is 
requested  my  attention  be  called  to  it. 
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On  April  19, 1898,  this  battalion  left  Valentine,  Nebr. ,  en  route  for  N  ew  Orleans, 
La.,  passing  through  Chicago,  111.,  Terre  Haute,  and  Evansville,  Ind.,  arriving 
April  21  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Here  its  destination  was  changed  to  Chickamagua 
Park,  Ga.,  via  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  the  former  place  being  reached  before  noon  of 
April  22,  and  the  battalion  went  into  camp  at  the  "Widow  Glenn's  House."  Dur- 
ing its  stay  at  this  park,  from  April  23  until  May  13,  the  battalion  was  exercised 
in  company  drills,  battalion  extended  order,  suitable  to  the  ground  moved  over, 
brigade  and  regimental  drills,  and  parades. 

May  13, 1898,  the  battalion  marched  for  Ringgold,  Ga.,  distance,  10  miles,  and 
embarked  for  Tampa,  Fla.,  upon  train  which  met  us  there.  This  place  was 
reached  early  May  15, 1898,  and  the  battalion  was  put  into  camp  near  siding  of 
railroad  in  West  Tampa. 

The  camp  was  upon  low  ground.  In  digging  sinks  water  was  found  at  the 
depth  of  4  feet,  and  it  has  been  stated  to  me  this  ground  during  the  rainy  season 
would  be  covered  with  water. 

The  battalion  remained  in  camp — parades,  brigade  and  regimental  drills,  esti- 
mating distance  drill — until  June  6,  when  orders  were  received  to  embark  for  Port 
Tampa,  Fla. 

All  baggage  to  be  taken  to  Cuba  was  packed  by  noon  of  that  day.  Tents 
remained  standing  until  5.30  p.  m. .  when  they  were  struck.  Baggage  was  loaded 
on  the  train,  and  at  1  a.  m.  June  7, 1898,  w^e  were  en  route  for  Port  Tampa,  which 
was  reached  at  2.30  a.  m.,and  the  battalion  marched  on  board  the  transport 
Cherokee.  Part  of  its  baggage  was  loaded  on  this  ship  and  the  remainder,  with, 
I  believe,  some  six  days'  travel  rations,  were  loaded  on  the  other  transport,  Iroquois, 
assigned  to  the  brigade  of  which  the  Twelfth  Infantry  formea  a  part. 

This  separation  from  its  baggage  and  rations  was,  I  am  led  to  believe,  due  to 
orders  from  higher  authority  than  that  of  the  regimental  commander. 

At  midday  we  stop  at  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  for  water,  and  then  proceed  to 
Mullets  Point,  off  Egmont  Key,  and  at  4  p.  m.  drop  anchor.  At  6.30  p.  m.  of 
same  day  the  transport  Cherokee  is  directed  to  return  to  Port  Tampa,  and  on 
June  9  we  enter  the  slip  there. 

On  June  11  the  transport  is  moved  out  into  the  bay,  where  the  troops  are  more 
comfortable  and  the  air  much  cooler  than  while  in  the  slip.  At  4  p.  m.  of  June 
14  we  cross  the  bar  at  Egmont  Key  and  proceed  to  sea,  passing  to  the  left  of  Dry 
Tortugas,  thence  turn  easterly,  proceeding  at  a  distance  of  15  miles  from  the  north 
coast  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  through  the  Bahama  Channel,  around  Cape  Maysi, 
through  the  Windward  Passage,  and  arrive  off  the  mouth  of  the  channel  which 
leads  to  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  June  20,  1898.  . 

That  evening  the  transports  move  to  the  westward  of  Santiago  for  the  night, 
returning  the  next  morning. 

This  maneuver  was  followed  for  the  day  of  June  21  until  7  j).  m.,  when  we  are 
directed  to  proceed  after  the  Iroquois  and  be  in  position  off  Baiquiri,  or  Daiquiri, 
at  daylight  of  June  23.  On  that  morning  Company  F,  Twelfth  Infantry,  was 
■transferred  from  the  First  Battalion,  Twelfth  Infantry,  to  the  Second  Battalion  of 
that  regiment,  and  Company  C  from  the  Second  to  the  First  battalion  of  the 
Twelfth  Infantry  by  order  of  the  regimental  commander. 

I  was  directed  by  the  commanding  ofBcer  Twelfth  Infantry  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Comba)  to  proceed  in  the  first  boat,  with  the  leading  company  of  the  first  bat- 
talion (D)  and  superintend  the  landing  of  it  on  shore.  This  was  complied  with. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  all  the  companies  of  this  battalion  it  was  moved  forward 
about  1  mile,  arms  were  stacked,  and  it  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  second  bat- 
talion. 

We  were  towed  by  steam  launches  and  boats  furnished  by  the  Navy.    Our 
landing  was  hazardous,  being  compelled  to  jump  from  the  boats  onto  the  wharf  ' 
upon  the  incoming  of  the  waves. 

A  very  high  surf  was  running.  Later  in  the  afternoon  the  battalion  moved 
foi-ward  about  1|  miles,  when  it  encamped  for  the  night  and  remained  there  the 
next  day. 

At  5.30  a.  m.  June  24  the  march  was  resumed  in  column  of  files,  the  road  per- 
mitting only  of  this  formation.  Camp  is  made  after  a  distance  of  some  8  miles 
Is  marched.  Before  tents  are  pitched  the  call  to  arms  is  sounded;  volleys  of  mus- 
ketry are  heard  ahead  of  us. 

Siboney  is  passed  through  and  camp  is  made  a  short  distance  beyond  the  ground 
fought  over  this  day  between  the  First  and  Ninth  United  States  Cavalry  and  the 
First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  Spaniards. 

The  mens  packs  are  removed  and  the  battalion  receives  orders  to  take  part  in 
further  operations,  which,  however,  are  revoked.  • 

The  march  was  exceedingly  exhausting  to  the  men,  the  heat  from  the  sun  very 
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oppressive;  no  breeze  reached  us  because  of  close  thickets  which  lined  both  sides  of 
the  road ,  which  road  ran  most  oi  the  time  between  high  banks.  Many  men  threw 
away  their  blankets  because  of  the  heat.  The  battalion  commander  fell  out  of 
the  column  because  of  it.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  shortly  after  and  marched 
with  it  to  camp.    Distance  marched,  about  13  miles. 

On  June  35  the  battalion  marched  to  Savilla,  Cuba,  a  distance  of  3  miles,  and 
went  into  camp,  from  which  place  Santiago  de  Cuba  can  be  seen,  as  well  as  some 
rifle  pits,  thrown  up  by  the  Spaniards  outside  of  the  city. 

On  June  36  we  again  marched  towara  Santiago  about  3  miles,  and  are  placed 
in  position  on  left  side  of  road  upon  high  ground,  which  commands  for  a  consid- 
erable distance  in  front.  Here  the  first  battalion  is  placed  on  outpost  duty,  Cos- 
sack posts  being  used,  two  companies  on  the  line,  and  two  in  reserve.  On  the 
left  of  the  picket  line  is  a  road  leading  to  the  castle  of  El  Mon-o.  This  is  watched 
by  a  detachment  of  the  first  battalion,  which  is  posted  about  500  yards  in  front 
of  line  of  sentinels. 

This  ground  is  subsequently  occupied  by  a  detachment  from  the  Eighth  United 
States  Infantry  on  the  morning  of  June  27.  We  remain  in  camp  until  4.30  p.  m. 
of  June  30,  when  we  march  to  ground  to  the  east  of  El  Caney,  distant  about  3 
miles,  and  go  into  camp  for  the  night,  having  marched  some  5  miles  over  heavy 
roads. 

Each  man  has  on  his  person  100  rounds  of  ammunition.  Before  daylight  we  are 
up  and  march  for  El  Caney  and  approach  to  within  1,200  yards  of  a  large  stone 
fort,  from  which  flies  the  colors  of  Spain.  This  fort  is  pointed  out  to  me  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Comba,  commanding  the  regiment,  as  my  objective,  and  orders 
are  received  to  secure  the  crest  of  hills  to  my  left  front,  hold  them,  and  cover  the 
deployment  of  the  second  battalion  to  the  right. 

The  crest  of  these  hills  are  seized  by  Companies  A  and  D,  First  Battalion, 
Twelfth  Infantry,  and  fire  opened  upon  the  town  of  El  Caney  and  the  big  stone 
fort,  distant  about  700  yards.  Companies  B  and  C,  Twelfth  Infanty,  together 
with  the  second  battalion ,  deploy  on  our  right  and  move  down  into  low  ground  and 
nearer  the  town  of  El  Caney. 

This  large  fort  occupies  a  commanding  position,  covering  all  the  ground  with 
its  fire,  and  in  its  front  down  the  slope  are  rifle  pits. 

To  the  north  of  El  Caney  and  just  outside  is  another  blockhouse  and  rifle 
pits.  To  the  southwest  are  other  blockhouses  with  rifle  pits.  To  our  right  and 
distant  about  1  mile  is  another  blockhouse.  These  are  held  in  force  by  the  Span- 
iards. 

All  houses  on  the  outside  of  the  town  are  filled  with  the  enemy's  infantry,  also 
the  steeple  of  the  church,  and  high  trees  in  the  town,  who  open  fire  upomis  as  the 
regiment  deploys. 

At  about  7.15  a.  m.  the  Seventh  and  Seventeenth  regiments  are  seen  moving  on 
road  to  our  right  and  rear,  passing  in  front  of  the  blockhouse  on  our  right,  and  these 
regiments  close  in  on  the  town  of  EI  Caney  from  the  north,  and  are  received  by 
the  Spaniards  with  a  heavy  fire,  not  only  from  the  blockhouse,  but  the  rifle  pits, 
houses,  and  high  places,  situated  on  the  north  side  of  El  Caney. 

The  ground  slopes  down  from  the  position  held  by  Companies  A  and  D,  then 
rises  again,  on  the  summit  of  which  stands  our  objective;  our  left  front  is  clear 
of  trees,  our  right  front  is  wooded,  hiding  a  great  deal  from  view  that  is  going 
on  north  of  El  Caney,  where  are  the  Seventh  and  Seventeenth  regiments  of 
infantry. 

Immediately  in  our  front,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  slope  of  hills  held  by  the  two 
companies  of  the  first  battalion,  is  a  road  or  trail,  somewhat  sunken,  running 
north  and  south.  Here  Company  C,  Twelfth  Infantry,  opens  fire  upon  the  big 
stone  fort,  distant  about  300  or  400  yards;  then  moves  farther  to  the  left,  and 
occupies  a  bald  hill  still  nearer  the  fort,  but  is  compelled  by  the  enemy's  fire  to 
retire.  At  this  place  Lieutenant  Dove,  who  fearlessly  exposed  himself,  was 
wounded. 

Again  and  again  during  the  day  Captain  Waltz,  commanding  this  company, 
tried  to  gain  an  advantage  from  this  point,  but  was  compelled  to  retire  by  the 
fire  of  the  enemy.  During  the  morning  two  men  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry — I  do 
not  know  their  names  or  companies — are  seen  in  our  front,  and  near  the  town  of 
El  Caney,  cutting  down  the  wire  fencing.  That  they  were  fired  upon,  goes  with- 
out saying.     When  this  work  is  finished  they  retire. 

At  about  7  or  7.15  a.  m.  fire  was  opened  by  our  artillery  (Captain  Capron's  Bat- 
tery E,  First  Artillery) ,  from  its  position  on  our  left  rear,  upon  the  big  stone 
fort.  'The  shells  at  first  burst  short,  and  then  go  through  the  fort,  making  large 
holes  in  its  walls.    A  shell,  or  fragments  of  it.  cuts  down  the  flagstaff,  from 
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whicli  floated  the  Spanish  flag.  It  is  not.  hoisted  again  that  day.  The  artillery- 
fire  was  continued  during  the  morning,  and  ceased  about  2  p.  m.  The  fire  was 
deliberate. 

Companies  A  and  D,  while  holding  their  first  position,  fired  volleys  slowly  and 
deliberately  upon  the  big  stone  fort  and  rifle  pits  in  front  of  it  until  orders  came 
for  them  to  join  the  regiment  (Twelfth)  in  the  valley  below  and  nearer  the  village 
of  El  Caney. 

Captain  Lee,  of  the  English  artillery,  was  with  us  most  of  the  morning.  At 
about  3  or  3.30  p.  m.,  July  1,  orders  were  received  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  to  join  him.  Our  position  was  evacuated  and  the  command 
reported  to  him  in  a  piece  of  sunken  road,  still  nearer  El  Caney,  where  was  also 
our  brigade  commander.  Here  we  rested  some  time,  and  again  pushed  forward 
in  the  direction  of  the  big  stone  fort,  being  screened  on  our  right  by  a  hedge  of 
trees,  which  gave  out  at  about  150  or  200  yards  from  the  fort. 

Here  stood  Colonel  Comba  and  Captain  Haskell,  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry.  Com- 
panies A  and  D  were  rapidly  formed  for  an  assault  and  charged  the  fort  at  once, 
running  down  one  side  of  the  hill,  crossing  a  flat,  and  up  the  other  hill,  upon  which 
stood  the  fort,  pulling  and  cutting  down  the  wire  fences  which  impeded  their 
progress.  Some  men  were  killed  or  wounded;  how  many  I  do  not  know,  for  there 
was  no  time  to  be  lost. 

Captains  Haskell  and  Clark  were  in  advance  of  all,  then  came  Captain  "Wood, 
Lieutenants  Wilde,  Wood,  and  Smith,  A.  T.,  with  a  few  men,  and  then  the 
command. 

As  I  passed  Colonel  Comba  he  said  to  me,  "I  want  that  fort  held,"  to  which 
reply  was  made,  "It  will  be  held  against  all  comers,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 
The  fort  was  taken  and  with  it  the  key  to  the  position  of  El  Caney.  A  furious 
fire  was  opened  upon  us  from  El  Caney  and  the  blockhouses  mentioned  in  this 
report. 

I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  displayed  by  Captains  Has- 
kell, Wood,  and  Clark,  Lieutenants  Wilde,  Wood,  and  Smith,  A.  T.,  who  sprang 
to  the  front  and  led  their  men  in  this  dangerous  assault. 

Captain  Haskell,  I  understand,  entered  the  fort,  as  did  also  Lieutenant  Wilde, 
who  brought  out  from  it  as  his  prisoner  a  lieutenant  of  the  Spanish  garrison. 
This  act  of  Lieutant  Wilde's  I  saw.  Measures  were  at  once  taken  to  hold  the  fort, 
and  in  part  executed,  but  the  men  were  so  wild  with  excitement  it  was  some 
time  before  this  was  calmed. 

The  bearer  of  the  national  colors  mounted  the  roof  of  the  fort  and  displayed 
them  under  a  severe  fire.    His  name,  I  believe,  to  be  Able. 

After  the  fort  had  been  taken  by  the  Twelfth  Infantry  other  troops  joined  us, 
the  brigade  of  General  Bates  coming  up  on  our  left.  This  brigade,  with  the 
Twelfth,  opened  fire  upon  the  town  of  El  Caney,  still  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 
Some  Cubans  also  arrived;  presumably  they  were  with  General  Bates's  brigade. 
These  Cubans  fired  up  and  down,  adding  to  the  noise  of  the  fight  and  doing  little, 
if  any,  damage  to  the  Spaniards.  How  they  escaped  killing  or  wounding  them- 
selves is  to  me  a  mystery. 

I  saw  also  some  of  our  colored  infantry,  and  believe  they  belonged  to  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Regiment;  but  this  was  after  the  fort  had  fallen.  Here  I  again  met  Captain 
Lee,  of  the  English  AJrmy ,  and  saw  also  the  German  military  attach^.  The  former 
asked  me  if  it  was  customary  with  us  to  assault  blockhouses  and  rifle  pits  before 
they  had  been  searched  by  artillery;  to  which  reply  was  made,  "Not  always." 
That  the  gallantry  displayed  by  the  Twelfth  Infantry  in  this  assault  upon  the 
stone  fort  was  not  lost  upon  Captain  Lee  goes  without  saying. 

The  estimated  strength  of  the  enemy  at  the  position  of  El  Caney  was  about 
500  men. 

The  battalion  was  withdrawn  and  food  partially  prepared,  after  which  the 
march  was  resumed  at  7.30  p.  m.  for  San  Juan,  and  continued  all  that  night. 
At  about  midnight  we  halted  for  nearly  two  hours.  Advantage  was  then  taken 
to  issue  ammunition  of  100  rounds  per  man,  when  it  was  resumed,  our  route 
being  to  and  over  the  San  Juan  Biver  and  up  the  so-called  "Bloody  Lane"  or 
road.  Here  the  battalion  removed  their  packs  and  pushed  on  for  the  San  Juan 
Hill,  which  was  reached  early  that  morning,  relieving  in  the  trenches  the  Ninth 
United  States  Cavalry.  Two  companies  were  placed  in  the  trenches  and  two  held 
in  reserve,  each  relieving  the  other  at  intervals  of  two  hours.  The  pits  are 
extended  to  the  right,  connecting  with  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and  to  the  left 
with  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry. 

Our  position  was  very  strong,  the  ground  in  front  dropping  rapidly  away  and 
at  its  foot  met  by  a  thick  tropical  undergrowth,  which  precluded  all  movements 
of  the  enemy. 
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The  city  of  Santiago  is  in  plain  view  and  not  over  1,000  yards  distant.  The 
flags  of  the  Geneva  Convention  float  from  many  buildings  in  the  city. 

The  fire  from  the  enemy  is  at  time's  severe.  Some  of  the  men  are  killed  and 
wounded.  From  this  position  the  value  of  smokeless  powder  was  plainly  visible. 
To  this  day  I  am  unable  to  state  positively  where  a  particularly  irritating  fire 
came  from,  which  searched  our  pits  from  left  to  right  and  the  ground  in  rear  of 
them.    Traverses  were  erected  in  the  trenches. 

At  sundown  an  opportunity  offered  to  prepare  food,  the  first  good  meal  which 
had  been  partaken  of  by  the  whole  battalion  in  the  past  thirty-six  hours.  At 
10.15  p.  m.  of  this  day  fire  was  opened  upon  us  by  the  Spaniards.  Shell  and 
shrapnel  burst  in  front,  over,  and  in  rear  of  our  position.  This  was  replied  to 
by  us.  Our  fire  I  tried  to  stop,  not  only  by  oral  commands,  but  by  trumpet. 
Succeeded  in  part,  when  it  would  btwst  out  again.  It  was  knovyn  our  position 
was  unassailable,  and  all  the  ammunition  fired  there  by  us  was  wasted.  Two 
bright  signal  fires  of  the  enemy  were  visible,  one  to  the  north,  the  other  to  the 
west  of  us.  Judging  by  the  noise  made  by  our  rifles,  our  whole  army  must  have 
been  engaged.  After  awhile  the  firing  ceased.  Upon  our  arrival  early  that 
morning  at  the  San  Juan  Hill,  and  in  rear  of  the  Ninth  United  States  Cavalry, 
the  commanding  ofScer  of  the  First  Battalion  fell  out  from  sheer  exhaustion. 

He  resumed  command  when  the  Ninth  United  States  Cavalry  was  relieved  in 
the  trenches.  July  3,  we  are  still  under  fire  and  in  the  position  assumed  on  the 
morning  of  July  2.  We  hear  heavy  firing  out  to  sea  and  presume  our  fleet  is  in 
action.  We  learn  later  in  the  day.  Admiral  Cervera  had  sailed  out  of  the  harbor 
of  Santiago  this  morning  with  his  vessels  and  had  met  with  defeat  from  the 
hands  of  our  Navy.  July  4,  we  parade  with  the  Seventh  and  Seventeenth  Infan- 
try and  a  telegram  is  read  to  us  which  states  that  General  Miles  with  strong 
reenforcements  will  be  with  us  within  a  week.  An  armistice  is  declared.  At  5 
a.  m.  of  July  5  a  long  line  of  white  figures  in  single  file  are  seen  moving  from  the 
city  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  and  still  another  line  marching  in  a  southeasterly 
direction,  which  lines,  after  the  light  becomes  stronger,  prove  to  be  women  and 
children.  At  9.30  a.  m.  we  are  relieved  and  march  to  the  right  and  to  a  position 
distant  about  800  yards  from  the  one  held  this  morning,  but  to  reach  it  are  com- 
pelled to  march  about  2  miles.  This  position  is  to  the  right  of  the  main  road 
which  enters  Santiago  from  the  east. 

The  First  Battalion  occupies  the  trenches,  60  yards  in  length,  and  relieves  the 
Fourth  United  States  Infantry.  These  trenches  are  extended  to  the  left,  connect- 
ing with  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and  to  the  right  with  the  Seventh  Infantry. 
At  2  p.  m.,  July  7,  the  second  battalion  relieves  the  first,  which  is  held  in  reserve 
near  the  aforementioned  road,  which  entered  Santiago.  On  July  10  the  positions 
of  the  battalions  are  reversed.  The  truce  ends  at  4  p.  m.  to-day.  We  open  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  This  is  not  replied  to  either  on  our  front  or  that  in  front  of  the 
Seventh  and  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

On  the  morning  of  July  11  we  are  relieved  by  the  First  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry  and  march  to  the  right,  a  distance  of  8  or  4  miles,  and  occupy  a  position 
on  high  ground  to  the  north  of  Santiago,  which  overlooks  the  city  and  harbor  of 
Santiago  at  a  distance  of  about  1,100  yards.  Received  orders  after  dark  from 
Colonel  Combato  hold  the  First  Battalion  in  readiness  to  move  out  and  straighten 
our  portion  of  the  line.  Two  companies  to  act  as  a  covering  party  and  two  to  dig 
the  lifle  pits,  which  pits  are  to  connect  on  our  right  with  the  Seventeenth  Infantry 
and  with  the  Seventh  Infantry  on  our  left.  On  account  of  a  heavy  rain,  which 
began  this  afternoon  and  continued  for  twenty  hours,  and  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  which  prevented  all  investigation,  the  attempt  is  given  up.  We  occupy 
this  ground  until  our  departure  for  Long  Island,  which  occurred  August  14, 1898. 

On  July  14  General  Toral  surrenders  to  us.  On  July  17  the  ofQcial  surrender 
takes  place  at  9.30  a.  m. 

The  flag  is  raised  over  the  Governor's  palace  in  the  city  of  Santiago  at  12  mid- 
day. The  army  is  paraded  upon  the  rifle  pits ;  at  these  hours  cheers  are  given  and 
a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  is  flred. 

On  landing  in  Cuba  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battalion  take  with  them  only 
what  can  be  carried  on  the  person. 

The  shelter  tents  of  new  pattern  did  not  furnish  suflcient  protection  from  the 
rains,  which  fell  almost  daily  while  in  Cuba.  Officers  and  men  lived  upon  hard 
bread,  coffee,  and  fat  bacon  until  some  time  after  the  official  surrender.  Green 
coffee  was  issued  several  times.  Rice  and  beans  were  not  obtainable  in  sufBcient 
quantities  until  some  time  after  our  transports  had  entered  the  harbor  of  Santiago. 
Potatoes  and  onions  were  issued  at  rare  intervals  at  the  rate  of  three  potatoes 
and  one  onion  to  a  man.    The  canned  roast  beef  was  unpalatable  and  most  of  it 
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thrown  away.  Tentage  was  obtained  some  time  after  the  surrender.  This  was 
left  standing  on  the  gi-ounds.  The  new  canvas  uniforms  were  issued  about  a 
week  or  ten  days  before  the  battalion  left  for  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island.  The 
field  and  staff  officers  marched  on  foot,  using  their  horses  as  pack  animals.  The 
battalion,  while  in  Cuba,  lost  by  death  from  fever  Lieutenants  Elliott  and  Wood. 
Their  bodies  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Santiago,  Cuba,  it  being  impossible  to 
carry  them  with  us  because  of  the  imperfect  sealing  of  their  coffins.  Both  were 
excellent  officers  and  did  their  duty  thoroughly  until  the  fever  sapped  their 
strength. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  H.  Humphreys, 
Major,  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry, 

Late  Commanding  First  Battalioyi. 


New  York,  N.  Y.,  August  S9,  1S9S. 
The  Adjutant  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry, 

Montaxik  Point,  Long  Island. 

Sir:  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  second 
battalion  of  the  Twelfth  Infantry  in  the  attack  on  the  Spanish  lines  and  stone 
fort  at  El  Caney,  July  1, 1898.  It  was  impracticable  for  me  to  complete  the  paper 
at  an  earlier  day,  owing  to  my  having  been  ill  with  malarial  fever  and  unfitted 
for  mental  effort  for  the  time  being. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  30  the  battalion  marched  from  Sevilla  with  .the  regi- 
ment and,  accompanying  it,  came  upon  the  hills  some  1 ,200  yards  east  of  El  Caney 
next  morning.  It  consisted  of  Company  E,  commanded  by  Capt.  R.  K.  Evans; 
Company  P,  by  Capt.  W.  O.  Clark;  Company  G,  by  First  Lieut.  D.  J.  Baker,  jr.; 
and  Company  H,  by  First  Lieut.  Willis  Uline.  Companies  about  60  men  each, 
250  officers  and  men. 

About  6  a.  m.  Captain  Evans  with  his  company  was  detached  by  the  regimental 
commander  and  sent  forward  with  orders  to  deploy  and  engage  the  enemy.  He 
secured  a  position  about  600  yards  from  their  lines,  and,  taking  small  squads  of 
his  sharpshooters  to  an  advanced  point  which  afforded  some  shelter,  he  was  able 
to  command  a  line  of  trenches,  and  with  skill  and  judgment  encouraged  his  men, 
while  suffering  loss,  and  so  directed  their  aim  as  to  cripple  the  force  in  front, 
and  aided  materially  in  suppressing  the  fire  upon  other  companies  of  the  battal- 
ion, which  soon  after  occupied  an  advanced  position. 

Lieutenant  Baker,  with  G  Company,  was  sent  forward  to  support  the  first 
battalion  of  the  regiment  on  the  right,  where  he  was  engaged  for  a  time  and  had 
several  men  killed.  His  somewhat  extended  line  being  cut  into  by  the  advance 
of  a  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Infantry,  he  was  withdrawn  and  soon  joined  Com- 

Eanies  P  and  H,  which  I  had  been  directed  to  take  into  action  "  somewhere  to  the 
:ont  on  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Elliot's  company." 

In  carrying  out  this  order  we  first  came  under  fire  on  nearing  Captain  Evans, 
and,  encoTU-aged  by  his  success  and  not  finding  Lieutenant  Elliot,  who  commanded 
B  Company,  nor  being  able  to  engage  the  enemy  to  advantage,  we  moved  forward 
to  the  right  and  came  upon  a  siuiken  road  leading  toward  the  town,  when  I  halted 
the  battalion  behind  a  slight  elevation  within  400  yards  of  the  village. 

We  suffered  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  while  unable  to  correctly  locate  them, 
and  a  brief  reconnoissance  to  our  left  disclosed  several  lines  of  barbed  wire  in 
the  direction  I  decided  on  for  our  farther  advance.  I  called  for  volunteers  to  cut 
the  wires  bordering  the  road  to  my  left,  with  a  view  of  finding  a  position  com- 
manding the  stone  fort,  which  at  this  point  was  not  in  sight. 

This  hazardous  duty  was  coolly  and  bravely  performed  by  Privates  James  W. 
Smith  and  James  L.  McMillen,  of  H  Company,  who  cut  five  lines  of  wire  in  a 
dozen  places,  and  opened  the  way  for  our  movement,  their  gallant  conduct  receiv- 
ing most  hearty  commendation  frona  all  present.  The  battalion  then  took  posi- 
tion on  the  ridge  east  of  the  town,  commanding  the  stone  fort  and  part  of  the 
village,  and  we  hotly  engaged  the  enemy  from  the  road  and  from  our  new  lines, 
but  our  loss  at  this  time  was  comparatively  light. 

The  aim  of  Captain  Clark's  company  was  directed  to  the  trenches  and  dense 
shrubbery  south  of  the  fort,  from  which  the  fire  was  heavy,  while  Lieutenant 
mine's  company  swept  the  loopholes  on  the  east  and  south  faces  of  the  stone 
work  and  Lieutenant  Baker's  Company  G  engaged  the  sharpshooters  in  the  town 
^nd  in  the  church  tower,  the  fire  from  which  points  increased. 


694  MAJOK-GKNERAL   COMMANDING   THE   ARMY. 

For  an  hour  the  intensity  of  the  action  rose  and  fell,  then  materially  decreased, 
and  it  was  evident  the  enemy  in  our  immediate  front  could  not  successfully  reen- 
force  their  lines. 

I  now  proposed  to  attack  the  fort  by  a  swift  assault,  but  at  this  juncture,  and 
in  the  face  of  sharp  fire  from  the  Spaniards,  with  great  bravery  Lieut.  F.  L. 
Winn,  the  regimental  adjutant,  arrived  on  the  field  bearing  orders  for  me  to 
withdraw  the  battalion  and  join  the  commanding  oflS.cer  on  the  hills  in  rear,  from 
which  place  our  advance  had  first  been  directed,  but,  on  my  informing  him  that 
we  occupied  a  position  of  decided  advantage  and  nearer  the  enemy  than  any 
other  troops,  the  order  was  suspended,  and  General  Chaffee,  who  then  came  up, 
directed  that  no  further  advance  be  made  until  his  return. 

About  2  p.m.  Lieut.  Clark  Churchman,  on  duty  with  H  Company,  was  mortally 
wounded  while  directing  volley  firing  of  his  platoon  upon  the  trenches  near  the 
fort. 

It  was  evident  at  this  time  the  enemy  had  secured  a  new  position,  for  their  fire 
increased  and  was  much  more  effective,  yet  we  could  see  that  our  work  was 
accomplishing  serious  execution.  Soon,  however,  the  action  decreased,  the 
Spaniards  having  been  defeated  in  their  efforts  to  dislodge  us. 

During  my  brief  absence  from  the  line  to  visit  Lieutenant  Churchman,  General 
Chaffee  allowed  Captain  Clark  to  move  forward  with  his  Company  F  to  a  point 
nearer  the  Spanish  trenches,  where  he  was  shielded  from  view  of  the  sharp- 
shooters in  the  fort  and  the  town.  I  very  soon  joined  him,  and  Captain  Wood, 
with  his  Company  A,  of  the  first  battalion,  having  been  ordered  up  from  the 
reserve  to  aid  in  the  new  movement,  I  began  the  advance  upon  the  stone  fort 
VTith  these  two  companies,  and,  although  impeded  by  fallen  trees,  sharpened 
branches,  and  barbed- wire  entanglements,  its  capture  was  soon  successfully 
accomplished,  and  the  fort  was  ours,  and  was  used  as  a  shelter  from  which  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  in  the  blockhouses  and  in  the  attack  on  the  town. 

I  received  the  surrender  of  the  surviving  Spaniards  in  the  trenches  as  we 
advanced,  and  of  1  offlcer  and  6  men  in  the  fort,  where  there  were  also  9  wounded 
and  18  dead  Spaniards. 

In  our  advance  upon  the  fort  First  Lieut.  Frederick  S.  Wild,  Twelfth  Infantry, 
commanding  Company  D,  received  permission  from  General  Chaffee  to  assist 
our  column  after  it  had  started,  and  they  joined  us  with  great  speed,  although 
the  company  here  met  with  its  severest  loss  of  the  day.  Captain  Evans  and  his 
company  also  joined  the  battalion  at  the  fort  in  the  attack  upon  the  town.  Cor- 
poral Myers,  of  his  company,  sprang  upon  the  wall  and  bravely  waved  the  national 
flag,  and  Private  Joseph  Abel,  of  E  Company,  climbed  to  the  roof  of  the  fort  and 
waved  the  reginaental  colors  in  the  face  of  sharp  fire  until  called  from  his  perilous 
position.  A  detachment  of  this  company  entered  the  town  in  advance  of  other 
troops,  and  under  Sergeant  Feldcamp  and  Corporal  Estabineau  intercepted  the 
retreat  of  General  Vara  del  Rey  and  three  members  of  his  staff,  all  mounted,  and 
on  their  further  attempts  to  escape  and  refusal  to  surrender,  shot  them. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  engagement  Companies  E  and  G  were  detailed  to  col- 
lect the  prisoners,  bury  the  dead  at  the  fort,  and  aid  in  guarding  the  town.  It 
was  now  nearly  sunset.  On  the  approach  of  night  the  battalion  joined  the  regi- 
ment, and  we  withdrew  some  distance  to  cook  our  first  meal  for  twenty-eight 
hours. 

Our  casualties  have  already  been  given  in  report  of  the  regimental  commander. 
About  four  rifles  in  each  company  became  disabled  by  having  a  part  broken  or 
overheating  in  their  continuous  fire,  and  were  otherwise  damaged  during  the 
action.  I  enjoined  special  care  in  the  expenditure  of  the  rifle  ammunition,  which 
averaged  about  80  rounds  per  man.  After  our  first  contact  with  the  Spanish 
forces  I  placed  the  reserves  upon  the  firing  line. 

I  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  gallantry,  courage,  and  skillful  efforts  of 
Capt.  Robert  K.  Evans,  commanding  Company  E,  in  suppressing  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  in  the  trenches  on  the  southern  front  of  the  stone  fort,  in  positions  which 
called  for  great  personal  fearlessness; 

To  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  Capt.  Wallis  O.  Clark,  commanding  Company 
P,  which  qualities  he  imparted  to  his  men  while  directing  the  fire  upon  the  out- 
posts of  the  enemy's  stronghold,  and  to  his  splendid  gallantry  in  leading  his  com- 
pany, which  was  m  the  advance  in  the  final  charge  upon  the  work; 

To  the  excellent  judgment  evinced  by  First  Lieut.  David  J.  Baker,  jr.,  com- 
manding Company  G,  in  guiding  and  protecting  his  men  under  heavy  fire,  and 
most  gallantly  supporting  the  attack  on  the  Spanish  lines,  and  for  his  high  con- 
ception of  military  duty  in  the  capture  and  care  of  Spanish  prisoners,  130  of  whom 
he  guarded  and  turned  over,  without  accident,  on  the  morning  of  July  2,  to  the 
commanding  general  of  the  Fifth  Corps; 
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To  First  Lieut.  Willis  Uline,  commanding  Company  H,  for  the  courage  and 
daring  displayed  by  him  in  placing  his  company  in  most  advantageous  position 
under  heavy  fire,  to  which  he  v^as  repeatedly  exposed,  while  carefully  protecting 
his  men; 

To  Lieut.  Glen.  H.  Davis,  on  duty  with  Company  G,  whose  cool  courage  and 
soldierly  bearing  under  heavy  fire  were  conspicuous. 

To  Lieut  F.  Wilson  Smith,  my  battalion  adjutant,  for  his  untiring  devotion  to 
duty,  which  called  for  almost  constant  movement  along  our  lines,  exposing  him 
alone  to  heavy  fire  when  others  were  protected,  the  highest  commendation  is 
recommended. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Lieut.  Clark  Churchman;  ill  for 
several  days  before  the  engagement,  entering  it  against  the  surgeon's  advice,  and 
receiving  a  mortal  wound.  His  courage  and  spirited  action  under  fire  are  deserv- 
ing of  highest  admiration. 

The  memory  of  the  late  First  Lieut.  William  Morton  Wood,  Twelfth  Infantry, 
on  duty  with  D  Company,  for  his  courageous  action  in  the  final  assault  on  the 
stone  fort  at  El  Caney,  will  ever  be  held  in  high  esteem  and  cherished  with  affec- 
tion by  the  regiment. 

To  Capt.  Palmer  G.  Wood,  commanding  Company  A,  and  to  First  Lieut.  Fred- 
erick S.  Wild,  commanding  Company  D,  and  also  to  Lieut.  A.  T.  Smith,  on  duty 
with  Company  A,  for  their  intrepid  courage  and  valuable  aid  in  supporting  Cap- 
tain Clark  in  the  advance  upon  the  stone  fort  great  praise  should  be  given. 

To  the  brave  and  faithful  men  in  the  ranks,  not  one  of  whom  failed  in  courage 
or  duty,  the  attention  of  superior  authority  is  respectfully  invited. 

The  spirit  which  prompted  the  courageous  act  of  Privates  Smith  and  McMillen 
in  cutting  the  wires  pervaded  the  whole  command,  and  every  perilous  duty  was 
performed  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness  and  alacrity. 

Prominent  for  all  qualities  that  make  a  true  soldier,  and  conspicuously  brave, 
was  First  Sergt.  John  B.  Murphy,  of  Company  H,  Twelfth  Infanty,  whose  con- 
duct and  heroism  were  worthy  of  an  officer  of  any  rank. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  Hj^kell, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Comviandiitg  Second  Battalion. 


American  Lines,  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  13, 1S9S. 
The  Adjutant  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry, 

Present. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  Company  B,  Twelfth  Infantry, 
in  action  at  El  Caney,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898. 

The  company,  marching  behind  Company  A,  was  second  in  the  First  Battalion, 
and  Company  A,  taking  position  on  the  line  marked  A,  Company  B  continued  on 
to  the  next  elevation  while  being  put  in  position  by  First  Lieut.  Arthur  Johnson, 
Seventeenth  Infantry,  aid-de-camp  to  the  brigade  commander.  A  volley  was 
fired  by  the  enemy  in  front.  I  could  not  see  whence  the  volley  was  fired  at  the 
moment,  but  believe  it  was  from  the  stone  blockhouse,  about  700  yards  distant. 
Dropping  into  the  bushes,  the  wire  fence  on  our  right  was  cut  in  several  places 
and  the  company  sheltered  itself  in  the  bushes  on  the  ridge.  The  men  in  rear 
(it  was  advancing  in  single  file  and  quite  rapidly)  dropped  in  the  bush  to  the 
right  rear.  For  a  time  the  com;pany  remained  where  it  was,  until,  other  compa- 
nies arriving  in  the  general  line,  it  was  advanced  to  the  line  of  the  ridge.  Lieuten- 
ant Weins,  the  adjutant,  conducting  the  advance.  The  men  in  rear  were  advanced 
on  the  general  line  of  the  head  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  intrenched  at  the 
stone  blockhouse  and  detachments  in  the  town.  In  a  short  time  Private  Bratton 
was  shot  in  the  head;  Private  Smith  and  Private  John  Taylor  in  the  foot,  from  a 
blockhouse  on  the  light  flank.  The  men  in  the  open  were  withdrawn  to  the  ridge, 
and  a  sharpshooter  fire  was  kept  up  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  of  occupa- 
tion of  the  ridge  on  the  intrenchments  at  the  stone  blockhouse.  There  was  a 
sharp  cross-fire  from  the  two  blockhouses  referred  to  above  the  while. 

After  the  assault  on  the  stone  blockhouse,  the  company  was  ordered  by  the 
regimental  commander  to  advance  to  that  place,  which  it  did  by  the  road,  and  was 
then  held  intact  in  reserve.  The  action  began  about  7  a.  m.  and  ended  about  4 
p.  m.  At  about  3.30  p.  m.  I  was  informed  that  the  adjutant  desired  to  see  me  at 
the  rear  of  the  rid^e.  On  going  there  to  see  him  I  met  General  Chaffee,  who  told 
me  to  keep  the  position  I  had. 
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Private  Bratton,  I  believe,  died  on  July  2.  Private  John  Taylor  came  tinder 
my  notice  especially  for  his  pluck  in  bearing  his  wound  and  his  disinclination  to 
have  others  risk  themselves  by  exposure  in  his  relief. 

The  position,  by  reason  of  its  limited  capacity,  made  it  difficult  to  observe  the 
entire  company,  but  so  far  as  I  knew  all  did  well.  At  one  time,  early  in  the 
action,  we  were  fired  into  from  the  rear  by  some  troops  getting  into  position. 
Private  Smith  returned  to  duty  July  6. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  G.  Elliot, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  B. 


Block-house. 
[~]  800  yards. 


\Sfone  bhck-house. 


D 


£l  Caney. 


Before  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  IS,  1898. 
The  Adjutant  Twelfth  Infantry, 

Present. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  verbal  directions  of  the  regimental  commander,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken  by  Company  C,  Twelfth  Infantry, 
in  the  flght  at  El  Caney,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898:  Number  of  men  engaged,  1  captain, 
1  second  lieutenant,  and  61  enlisted  men;  total,  63. 

C  Company  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  right  of  A  Company,  and  left  of  E  Com- 
pany, A  Company  occupying  the  hill  behind  which  deployment  of  regiment  was 
made,  and  advanced  toward  the  enemy's  main  work,  consisting  of  strong  stonework 
and  trenches.  From  a  reference  to  the  rough  sketch  accompanying  this  an  idea 
can  be  obtained  of  the  movements  of  the  company.  From  the  first  deployment  of 
the  company  until  the  enemy's  works  were  captured,  nine  hours,  the  company  was 
continuously  under  fire,  nearly  all  this  time  being  exposed  both  to  direct  fire  from 
the  work  B  and  a  cross  fire  from  the  town ,  and,  in  its  second  position,  to  a  fiank  fire 
from  the  blockhouse  D.  Indeed,  the  fire  from  this  blockhou'ie  D,  distant  some  1 ,200 
to  1,400  yards,  was  most  effective.  Immediately  after  deploying  I  found  myself 
in  a  dense  underbrush,  through  which  it  was  almost  impossible  to  make  one's 
way.  In  seeking  an  opening  through  which  to  advance,!  came  upon  the  left- 
hand  sunken  road,  barbed- wire  fence  on  both  sides.  I  had  no  previous  knowledge 
of  this  roai  Had  the  wire  cut  in  a  number  of  places,  assembled  the  company  on 
the  road,  and  moved  in  double  time  along  the  road  to  the  front,  seeking  a  position 
from  which  fire  could  be  delivered  on  the  enemy;  found  such  place  at  first  posi- 
tion on  sketch;  delivered  effective  volleys  at  400  yards  elevation  of  sights;  saw 
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mimber  of  enemy  knocked  ovei"  in  trench;  had  three  men  wounded;  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Dove  along  road  to  reconnoiter  for  better  position;  he  selected  knoll  far- 
thest advanced  of  any  companies  of  the  regiment,  and  called  to  me  to  bring  the 
company  up  to  its  second  position.  I  did  so,  and  upon  arrival  found  that  Lieu- 
tenant Dove  had  just  been  wounded.  The  position  was  an  admirable  one  for 
delivering  fire,  but  it,  like  first  position,  was  exposed  to  galling  fire  from  the 
distant  blockhouse  D.  Three  men  were  wounded  here,  and  I  decided  to  retire  to 
my  first  position,  sending  Lieutenant  Dove  and  two  of  the  wounded  men  to  the 
hospital,  near  where  we  deployed.  Arrived  at  first  position,  I  sent  word  to  Cap- 
tain Evans,  who  was  on  my  right,  that  my  ammunition  was  running  low  and  I 
wished  to  take  better  care  of  the  wounded.  The  wounded  had  been  attended  to 
by  use  of  the  first-aid  bandages,  which  were  invaluable.  Captain  Evans  came  up, 
and  I  withdrew  along  the  sunken  road,  carrying  the  remainder  of  the  wounded. 
One  of  the  carriers  was  wounded  in  the  leg  while  moving  along  this  road.  Arrived 
near  the  junction  of  the  two  sunken  roads,  I  found  a  Hospital  Corps  outfit  and 
left  my  men  there.  I  here  received  orders  to  report  to  Colonel  Comba,  on  the 
other  road,  which  I  did,  and  while  talking  to  him  another  man  of  the  company 
was  wounded.  I  received  orders  to  proceed  along  this  second  road  to  the  ridge 
overlooking  the  town,  where  all  the  companies  of  the  regiment  were  to  be  assem- 
bled. I  proceeded  to  the  point  indicated  and  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Chaffee, 
the  brigade  commander,  who  placed  my  company  in  reserve,  remarking  that  "  It 
has  had  a  hard  day's  work. "  The  General  placed  me  in  command  of  that  portion  of 
the  ridge  in  my  front  occupied  at  the  time  by  G  Company,  Lieutenant  Baker,  and 
directed  me  to  keep  up  a  sharpshooter  fire  on  the  town  and  the  blockhouse  to  the 
front  and  right,  both  with  G  Company  and  my  own  company.  While  in  this  posi- 
tion one  man  of  my  company  was  killed.  Shortly  afterwards  companies  of  the 
Twelfth  Infantry  assaulted  the  work  and  captured  it,  thus  terminating  the  affair 
of  the  day. 

A  hospital  was  established  on  the  sunken  road  at  the  point  where  we  left  it  to 
occupy  the  ridge,  and  to  this  hospital  all  my  wounded  were  transferred  imme- 
diately after  the  fight;  the  man  killed  was  also  carried  to  this  point  and  his 
remains  turned  over  to  the  officer  in  charge  for  interment. 

After  the  fight  the  regiment  was  assembled  on  high  ground  not  far  from  the 
point  where  it  had  deployed  in  the  morning,  and  was  engaged  in  getting  supper 
when  orders  were  issued  to  pack  up  and  prepare  to  march  at  once.  The  company 
did  so,  and  subsequently  marched  all  night  and  was  under  fire  the  next  day  until 
evening  before  getting  cofEee.  This  does  not  belong  to  the  operations  of  the  1st, 
but,  as  corollary  thereto  illustrates  what  American  soldiers  can  and  do  bear 
uncomplainingly.  The  company  was  put  in  march  at  4  p.  m.,  June  30,  marched 
3  miles,  bivouacked  without  fires,  rose  before  dawn,  and  marched  IJ  miles,  fought 
nine  hours  steadily,  marched  all  night  of  July  1,  and  went  into  action  on  July  2; 
during  all  of  which  time  it  did  not  have  any  coffee  at  all,  and  but  little  time  to  eat 
thL  hard  bread  and  raw  bacon  in  the  haversacks.  I  may  be  pardoned  for  dwelling 
on  this,  but  as  the  action  of  July  1  was  the  first  time  under  fire  for  most  of  us  I 
think  I  may  be  forgiven  for  speaking  of  the  manner  in  which  the  men  comported 
themselves.  While  I  speak  in  all  praise  of  the  members  of  the  company  generally 
I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  specially  Lieutenant  Dove  for  gallantly  exposing 
himself  reconnoitering,  climbing  a  tree,  exposed  to  fire,  for  this  purpose;  First 
Sergeant  Carroll  for  gallantry  in  exposing  himself  to  hot  fire  to  secure  a  more 
advantageous  position  from  which  to  fire  on  individuals  of  the  enemy;  Sergeant 
Van  Horn  for  similar  service;  and  Sergeant  Eckert  for  voluntarily  remaining  on 
watch,  exposed  to  fire,  when  company  was  withdrawn  temporarily  from  firing 
position  to  enable  the  rifles  to  cool.  The  following  is  the  roU  of  honor  in  killed 
and  wounded  on  July  1, 1898:  Killed,  Private  Lehr;  wounded.  Second  Lieutenant 
Dove,  Corporal  Perry,  Privates  James,  Johnson,  Trimmer,  Hatch,  Little,  Grothe, 
and  Wilner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Millard  F.  Waltz, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  C. 


Sketch  Showing  Operations  op  Company  C,  Twelfth  Infantry,  at  El  Caney,  Cuba, 

July  1. 

Company  deployed  on  slope  of  hill  A ;  advanced  rapidly  along  sunken  road 
passing  between  A  and  B  to  first  position,  then  advanced  to  second  position; 
withdrew  to  first  position ;  relieved  by  E  Company  (Captain  Evans)  and  withdrew 
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to  point  where  wounded  were  left ;  reported  to  Colonel  Comba  on  second  sunken 
road ;  passed  along  said  road  to  third  position,  where  reported  to  General  ChafiEee, 
commanding  brigade.     Company  was  ordered  in  reserve  on  the  ridge  at  third 
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position,  captain  being  placed  in  command  of  that  portion  of  ridge  oocnpied  by 
Or  Company  (Lieutenant  Baker)  with  orders  to  keep  up  sharpshooter  fire  on  town. 
Remained  there  until  termination  of  engagement  by  assault  on  work  B. 

Millard  P.  Waltz, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  C. 


In  the  Trenches  Before  Santiago,  Cuba, 

July  6, 1898. 
Adjutant,  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Com- 
pany D,  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry,  in  the  action  against  El  Caney,  Cuba, 
on  July  1, 1898.  From  the  time  the  action  began  until  about  2.30  p.  m.  the  com- 
pany was  posted  on  a  hill  fronting  the  left  face  of  the  blockhouse  and  the  trench 
directly  in  front  of  it,  and  about  800  yards  distant,  during  which  time  the  com- 
pany was  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  almost  continuously.  About  2.30  p.  m.  the 
company  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  left  and  follow  a  sunken  road  leading  to 
within  a  short  distance  from  the  blockhouse.  From  the  road  the  company  turned 
into  a  field  to  the  left,  and  shortly  after  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  upon  which 
the  blockhouse  was  situated,  and  then,  in  company  with  Companies  A  and  F, 
Twelfth  Infantry,  assaulted  the  blockhouse  and  took  it.  After  the  captiire  of  the 
blockhouse  Company  D  took  post  on  the  right  of  the  building  and  fired  upon  the 
Spanish  troops  in  the  town  below  until  the  action  was  over.  The  loss  to  the  com- 
pany during  the  engagement  was  five  men  wounded,  two  of  which  very  seriously. 
I  wish  to  si)ecially  commend  the  action  of  First  Sergt.  Daniel  Arundell  in  fearlessly 
exposing  himself  and  taking  post  where  he  could  more  clearly  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
during  which  he  was  badly  wounded. 
Very  respectfully, 

Frederick  S.  Wild, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  D. 


In  Camp  near  Santiaqo  de  Cuba,  July  7,  1898. 
Regimental  Adjutant. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  regimental  commander,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  on  the  part  taken  by  Company\E,  Twelfth  Infantry, 
in  the  attack  on  El  Caney,  July  1. 

The  company  first  deployed  on  a  high  ground  about  1,000  yards  in  front  of  the 
east  face  of  Stone  Fort  at  about  6.30  a.  m.  The  company  then  advanced  down  the 
slope  into  a  valley  covered  with  brush  and  up  a  slight  slope  into  a  road  running 
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from  northeast  to  southwest,  crossed  this  road  and  took  a  position  screened  from 
sight,  bnt  not  covered,  at  600  yards  from  east  face  of  Stone  Fort  and  rifle  pit  in 
front  of  it.  This  rifle  pit  was  immediately  in  front  of  fort  and  would  hold  35 
men.  At  this  point  Sergeant  Barnett  and  several  of  the  best  shots  in  company 
kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  individuals  running  back  and  forth  carrying  ammuni- 
tion, and  several  were  seen  to  fall. 

About  10  o'clock  the  regimental  commander  ordered  the  company  to  advance. 
The  firing  line,  consisting  of  first  platoon,  under  Sergeant  Barnett,  advanced  about 
100  yards;  the  support,  second  platoon,  under  Sergeant  Feldcamp,  remained  in 
second  position.  The  company  left  their  blanket  rolls  at  this  point.  The  firing 
line  lay  down  at  500  yards  and  opened  fire.  The  left  of  the  line  was  partly  con- 
cealed by  small  underbrush,  but  the  right  was  plainly  exposed  to  fire.  Almost 
immediately  after  taking  this  position  Corporal  Allen  was  wounded  in  right  elbow 
and  a  moment  later  in  left  heel.  Private  Moore  was  shot  through  fleshy  part  of 
right  leg,  and  Private  Redmond  had  his  left  arm  broken  below  shoulder.  All 
these  men  were  on  right  of  company  in  the  exposed  part  of  line  under  a  large  tree; 
at  the  same  time  Corporal  Behls,  of  the  support,  was  wounded  in  leg.  I  had  the 
wounded  men  carried  back  to  the  sunken  road  and  placed  in  a  position  out  of  fii'e. 

About  noon,  having  been  informed  that  Captain  Waltz  had  a  good  position  to 
my  left  and  had  nearly  exhausted  his  ammunition,  I  withdrew  the  company  to 
the  road,  marched  down  it  about  500  yards  and  occupied  Captain  Waltz's  position. 
There  was  good  cover  for  two  squads  and  a  fair  fire  on  the  long  rifle  trench.  We 
were  at  an  angle  of  50  degrees  and  a  range  of  450  yards,  and  here  I  flred  two 
squads  at  a  time,  firing  one  round  at  will,  each  squad  firing  10  shots  and  was  then 
retired. 

About  3  o'clock  received  orders  from  regimental  commander  to  join  him.  I 
reported  to  him  on  hill  northwest  of  Stone  Fort  immediately  before  the  final 
assault  was  made  on  the  Stone  Fort,  Company  E  following  F  and  H. 

During  firing  from  village  Private  Cockrell  was  wounded  in  face  by  fragments  of 
stone  driven  by  a  bullet  and  Private  Gideon  was  wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  glancing 
bullet.  The  colonel  ordered  the  colors  waved  from  the  top  of  the  fort.  Corporal 
Meyers  climbed  up  on  the  roof  and  waved  the  flag.  While  so  doing  a  hot  fire 
was  poTxred  upon  him  from  the  village.  Later  Private  Abele  stood  upon  the  roof 
and  waved  the  national  colors.  A  heavy  fire  was  opened  on  him  from  the  church 
and  churchyard.  As  Private  Abele's  action  in  climbing  on  the  roof  was  volun- 
tary and  at  great  risk  to  life,  he  is  deserving  of  special  mention. 

E  Company  was  then  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  fort  and  prisoners.  A 
number  of  soldiers  and  other  persons,  apparently  citizens,  came  and  surrendered. 
Hundreds  of  women  and  children  left  the  village  and  wished  to  surrender  them- 
selves.   I  ordered  them  back,  assuring  them  they  would  be  protected  at  home. 

The  Spanish  wounded  were  cared  for  by  our  people,  some  of  the  members  of 
E  Company  showing  great  kindness  and  sympathy.  I  caused  the  Spanish  prison- 
ers to  bury  their  own  dead  in  the  long  rifle  pit.  There  are  eleven  soldiers  and  one 
officer,  the  officer  in  the  northeast  end  of  trench. 

About  7  o'clock  Company  G,  under  Lieutenant  Baker,  relieved  us  at  the  fort. 
The  company  then  marched  back  for  its  blanket  rolls,  many  of  which  were  lost, 
having  been  taken  for  the  wounded.  The  arms  and  equipments  of  the  wounded 
and  of  the  men  left  in  charge  of  them  were  lost.  The  company  rejoined  the  regi- 
ment and  marched  at  9  o'clock  to  the  left  of  the  line. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  K.  Evans, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  E. 


In  the  Tkenches  in  Front  of  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

July  S,  189S. 

To  the  Regimental  Adjutant  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  of  Company 
F  in  the  combat  at  Caney,  near  this  place,  July  1  last: 

Company  arrived  in  vicinity  of  stone  blockhouse  as  part  of  Second  Battalion 
(Haskell's) .  After  some  maneuvering  it  reached  a  position  behind  a  hedge  about 
450  yards  east  of  blockhouse  about  11  a.  m.  It  remained  there  firing  on  block- 
house during  the  fight.  Between  3  and  4  p.  m.  the  company,  one  by  one,  sneaked 
into  the  dead  space  in  a  ravine  immediately  in  front  of  its  position  behind  the 
hedge.  About  4  p.  m. ,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Chaffee,  brigade  commander, 
the  company  advanced  up  the  southeast  slope  to  the  blockhouse  supported  by 
Company  A,  Twelfth  Infantry.  No  resistance  was  met  during  the  advance. 
Three  armed  Spaniards  were  found  in  the  trench  in  front  of  blockhouse.     They 
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surrendered.  Nine  men  and  one  officer  (Second  Lieutenant  Canalda)  were  cap- 
tured inside  the  blockhouse.  Soon  after  other  troops  followed  and  a  vigorous 
fire  was  received  from  the  town,  which  was  duly  returned.  The  firing  finally 
ceased  about  4.30, 1  judge,  and  the  battle  was  ended. 

Casualties  in  Company  F :  Behind  the  hedge— First  Sergeant  Miller  and  Pri- 
vate Scott,  killed ;  Corporal  Schendelmeyer,  wounded.  At  the  blockhouse— Ser- 
geant Wilson  and  Private  Gering,  killed.  In  the  ravine  (fire  from  town)— Private 
Moore,  wounded. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wallis  O.  Clark, 
Captain,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  F. 


Before  Santiago  db  Cuba,  July  7, 1898. 
The  Adjutant  Twelfth  Infantry: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  report  of  part  taken  by  G  in  operations  June 
30  to  July  3,  inclusive: 

June  30. — Marched  and  bivouacked  with  the  regiment. 

July  1. — 


to 
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When  the  regiment  engaged,  Q  deployed  and  moved  into  the  valley  to  come  in 
on  the  r^ht  of  B.  A  muol^  pond,  crossed  by  a  wire  fence,  was  gotten  through 
with  difttcnlty.  The  company  was  fired  on,  probably  from  trees,  as  soon  as  it 
emerged.  The  second  section  went  into  the  "sunken  road"  and  supported  B; 
first  and  third  sections  crossed  the  other  road  and  tried  to  keep  down  the  fire  of  the 
blockhouse;  the  fourth  section,  on  a  rise  to  the  right,  also  engaged  it.  The  coun- 
try was  veiy  close  and  none  of  these  three  bodies  were  in  sight  of  each  other. 
During  this  time  Private  Hopkins,  in  the  fourth  section,  was  wounded;  in  the  first 
and  third  sections  Sergeant  Dahl  and  Private  Kelly  were  killed,  and  Private 
Wharton  and  a  private  of  the  Seventh  Infantry,  who  fought  vnth  us ,  were  wounded. 
After  the  advance  of  the  Seventh  Infantry  masked  our  fire,  all  that  could  be 
reached  were  drawn  to  the  left  and  joined  the  second  section,  but  a  number  had 
mixed  and  fought  with  the  Seventh  Infantry.  Remained  in ' '  sunken  road  "  some 
time;  when  H  and  F  moved  to  left  and  engaged  the  stone  fort;  some  of  Gr  were 
moved  to  a  rise  in  the  road  to  keep  down  the  enemy's  fire  in  front;  the  remainder 
lay  down  in  support  of  F.  While  here  others  worked  in  from  the  right  and 
rejoined  the  company;  afterwards  were  moved  to  right  front  and,  with  a  portion 
of  F,  engaged  in  a  fire  fight  with  the  town  of  Caney,  lining  an  embankment 
topped  by  a  hedge.  Here  Privates  Hope,  Livain,  and  Whitman  were  wounded. 
When  the  pori^gp  of  F  joined  its  company,  preparatory  to  assaulting  the  stone 
fort,  C  supported  G.  Its  commander  took  general  charge  and  placed  most  of  his 
company  in  the  firing  line.  Most  of  the  missing  rejoined  during  this  firing  and 
took  part  in  it.  After  the  fight  G  got  their  packs  and  relieved  E,  outposted  at  the 
stone  fort.  Captured  arms  were  broken,  ammunition  buried,  10  wounded  pris- 
oners carried  to  the  Seventeenth  Infantry  hospital,  and  food  obtained  for  the  others 
from  town.    At  10  p.  m. ,  with  140  prisoners,  followed  the  regiment. 

Jviy ;?.— Bivouacked  with  a  company  of  Seventh  Infantry  between  13  and  1  a.  m. 
At  3.30  a.  m.  was  ordered  forward  to  join  the  regiment;  taking  the  directions  of 
guides  and  others,  arrived  at  corps  headquarters  about  9  a.  m.,  prisoners  were 
turned  over,  and  coffee  made.  At  9.45  a.  m.,  hearing  that  the  regiment  was 
engaged,  the  company  left  5  sick  and  marched  to  join  it,  which  it  did  at  11.45 
a.  m.  This  march  of  worn-out  men,  under  a  hot  sun,  along  a  road  encumbered 
with  ghastly  burdens,  much  of  the  way  under  fire,  was  a  strain  on  all,  which 
they  bore  well.  Alter  resting,  G  was  placed  in  support  of  H.  At  5  p.  m.  H 
moved  to  the  right  and  G  replaced  it  in  the  trenches.  In  the  fire  fight  that 
evening  Corporal  Ryan  and  Private  Bell  were  slightly  wounded.  The  rest  of 
the  night  was  spent  in  intrenching. 
Respectfully, 

D.  J.  Baker,  Jr., 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  O. 


In  Camp  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  6, 1S9S. 
The  Adjutant  Second  Battalion  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  Com- 
pany H,  Twelfth  Infantry,  on  July  1  near  Caney,  a  subpost  north  of  east  of  San- 
tiago: 

After  doing  picket  duty  on  the  night  of  June  30-July  1  the  company,  at  4  a.  m., 
moved  forward  and  occupied  the  crest  about  1,500  yards  southeast  of  the  town, 
and  remained  there  until  the  regiment  moved  up.  Taking  our  place  in  the  regi- 
ment ,  we  moved  forward ,  under  cover ,  to  a  point  about  1 ,000  yards  east  of  the  stone 
fort,  where  we  laid  aside  equipments  andT  prepared  for  action.  Shortly  after  8 
o'clock,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  regimental  commander,  we  moved 
north  in  single  file  to  a  sunken  road,  which  runs  almost  due  east  from  Caney.  In 
passing  through  an  open  space  just  north  of  the  hill  where  the  deployment  was 
made  Private  Palmer  was  wounded.  We  reached  the  road  without  further 
casualties,  and  moved  in  single  flile  to  a  point  within  250  yards  of  Caney,  where  we 
halted,  for  we  found  ourselves  between  our  own  troops  and  the  enemy,  and  the 
bullets  were  very  thick  over  our  heads.  Here  we  remained  for  an  hour  or  more. 
After  a  time  the  firing  lulled  somewhat,  and  Privates  McMillan  and  Smith  went 
forward  toward  the  blockhouse,  crawUng  on  hands  and  knees,  and  cut  four  wire 
fences.  In  the  meantime  the  firing  increased  again  and  the  bullets  flew  thickly 
over  them.  When  they  came  back  McMillan  reported  to  me  that  we  could  get 
a  position  nearer  the  stone  fort  or  blockhouse.  He  and  I  went  forward,  moving 
under  cover  to  the  left,  and  I  selected  the  position  behind  some  rocks,  marked  A. 
At  10.30  I  moved  the  company  forward  and  occupied  this  position,  not  over  400 
yards  from  the  stone  fort,  until  3  p.m.,  under  constant  fire  from  the  fort,  the  stream 
below  it,  and  the  high  buildings  in  town.    Lieutenant  Churchman  was  mortally 
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wounded  about  13  o'clock,  while  directing  the  fire  of  his  platoon.     We  kept  up  a 
strong  fire  from  this  point  until  the  fire  ceased  from  the  blockhouse  and  an  assault 
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was  made  possible.    Captain  Clark,  with  Company >F,  was  on  our  right  at  B,  he 
having  occupied  this  jjoint  at  the  same  time  we  went  into  A. 
Very  respectfully, 

Willis  Ulinb, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry,  CommanMng  Company  H. 


Danville,  Ky.  ,  July  SI,  1S9S. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  Occupation,  Cuba. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command,  the 
second  squadron  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry,  during  the  battle  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  July  1,1898. 

This  squadron  was  under  my  command  for  some  time  previous  to  its  embark- 
ation for  Cuba  from  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  also  during  its  sea  voyage,  landing,  and 
maneuvers  preliminary  to  and  during  the  battle. 

The  squadron,  dismounted,  marched  from  bivouac  about  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  July 
1,  1898,  along  the  main  road  leading  into  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  when  opposite 
El  Paso  Hill  witnessed  the  early  artillery  duel  between  Grimes's  Battery  and  the 
Spanish  guns  on  San  Juan  Ridge,  the  shells  from  both  our  own  and  the  Spanish 
battery  passing  directly  over  our  heads.  As  the  Spanish  guns  were  well  aimed 
there  were  no  casualities  from  this  fire  in  the  squadron. 

Continuing  the  march  we  soon  approached  the  vicinity  of  the  intrenched  Span- 
ish position  on  San  Juan  Hill.  Here  the  squadron  halted  on  the  road  several 
minutes  with  a  view  to  acting  as  a  reserve  to  the  first  squadron,  Sixth  Cavalry, 
and  part  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry,  which  were  being  deployed  to  the  left  and  right 
of  the  road,  respectively,  in  the  thick  wood. 

Capt.  Robert  L.  Howze,  A.  D.C., having  reported  Spanish  outposts  directly  to 
the  front,  I  was  ordered  in  person  by  Gen.  Henry  Carroll,  commanding  the  bri- 
gade, tc  move  with  my  squadron  in  that  direction.  We  then  proceeded  along  the 
road  to  the  front  forming  the  advance  of  the  cavalry  division.  Arriving  at  the 
San  Juan  River  my  advance  skirmished  with  and  drove  back  the  Spanish  out- 
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posts  in  the  direction  of  their  main  line  of  works.  The  squadron  here  waded 
across  the  San  Juan,  the  wator  being  from  1  to  3  feet  deep.  After  crossing,  the 
blanket  rolls  and  haversacks  were  ordered  removed  from  the  men,  and  were  piled 
and  placed  under  guard.  The  squadron  then  deployed  in  the  more  open  country- 
west  of  the  stream  in  two  lines,  Troops  B  and  K  in  the  first  line  and  O  and  F  in 
the  second.  Advancing  we  drove  in  the  enemy's  sentinels  and  pickets,  they  still 
retreating  in  the  direction  of  San  Juan  Hill  and  the  main  blockhouse  immediately 
south  of  the  hill.  The  Spanish  held  the  front  of  their  position  with  a  weak  infan- 
try outpost,  their  line  of  observation  and  resistance  being  mainly  coincident 
with  their  principal  line  of  intrenchment,  as  the  latter  was  along  a  high  com- 
manding ridge,  well  adapted  for  both  defense  and  observation. 

Wire  entanglements  along  the  front  of  the  squadron  were  encountered  soon 
after  crossing  the  San  Juan;  these  were  cut  by  men  carrying  wire  nippers,  six 
men  of  each  troop  having  been  detailed  for  this  purpose  before  leaving  the  United 
States. 

The  squadron  advanced  imder  a  lively  fire  to  within  400  yards  of  the  main 
Spanish  intrenchment  and  occupied  a  line  directly  in  front  of  and  somewhat  under 
San  Juan  Hill,  our  position  being  greatly  sheltered  by  the  wood,  undulations  of 
terrain,  and  the  steepness  of  the  ascent  to  the  top  of  the  ridge.  The  advance  was 
made  by  short  rushes  at  long  intervals,  the  rushes  being  covered  by  most  ener- 
getic fire.  Only  the  heads  of  the  Spanish  soldiers  could  be  seen,  they  keeping  well 
concealed  in  their  trenches.  In  fact,  their  heads  sometimes  disappeared,  and 
could  not  be  seen  at  short  range  vnth  a  glass,  while  their  firing  continued.  The 
delivery  of  this  fire  was  apparently  effected  by  placing  their  rifles  on  or  above  the 
parapet  and  pulling  trigger  without  aiming  them  from  the  shoulder. 

My  squadron  having  been  placed  in  the  advance  now  occupied  a  position 
directly  in  front  of  and  closely  investing  San  Juan  Hill  and  blockhouse,  extending 
across  the  main  road  leading  through  the  Spanish  position  to  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Here  the  enemy's  artillery  missiles  and  many  bullets  from  their  Mauser  rifles, 
aimed  at  our  advancing  troops  in  rear,  passed  over  our  heads.  Heavy  volleys, 
however,  were  now  being  fired  at  intervals  at  our  line  with  effect,  one  of  which 
killed  several  men  and  wounded  myself,  my  trumpeter,  and  several  privates.  My 
wound  was  made  by  a  Mauser  bullet  entering  the  left  forearm  near  the  wrist, 
traversing  the  length  of  the  arm  and  leaving  it  near  the  shoulder.  The  wound, 
while  not  painful,  was  very  troublesome  on  the  field,  on  account  of  persistent 
bleeding. 

The  Ninth  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton,  in  coming  forward 
occupied  a  position  well  to  the  right  of  my  line.  Passing  now  along  the  full 
length  of  my  line  it  was  found  to  be  much  too  extended  for  heavy  work,  although 
the  fcst  line  had  been  reenf  orced  by  all  my  reserves.  The  troops  had  not  touched 
well  toward  the  guide  while  advancing  through  the  wood  and  dense  undergrowth. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Viele,  commanding  the  First  United  States  Cavalry,  coming 
up  at  this  time  with  his  regiment  in  my  rear,  was  informed  of  the  situation  and 
very  promptly  ordered  Captain  Tutherly  with  his  squadron  to  take  position  upon 
my  right.  This  disposition  added  greatly  to  the  strength  of  this  portion  of  our 
line  immediately  in  front  of  San  Juan  Hill,  which  the  Spanish  had  intrenched 
and  were  holding  in  force.  Having  received  an  order  to  move  in  force  against 
the  Spanish  works  in  our  front,  our  line  proceeded  forward  and,  wading  the 
stream  directly  under  the  ridge,  climbed  the  steep  slope  of  San  Juan  ridge,  the 
steepness  affording  great  protection  from  the  Spanish  fire.  When  about  60  yards 
from  the  crest  we  halted  for  about  half  an  hour,  well  covered  by  the  steep  ascent 
to  the  top.  In  fact,  we  were  not  in  sufficient  force  to  move  on  and  effectually 
deal  with  the  enemy  at  the  top  of  the  ridge  until  reenf  orced;  nor  was  .the  enemy 
able,  on  account  of  our  fire  at  deadly  range,  to  advance  from  their  trenches  so  as 
to  be  able  to  fire  with  effect  upon  us.  Finally  our  lines  closed  up  and  the  ridge 
and  fort  were  carried  by  assault.  The  Spanish  suffered  greatly  when  leaving 
cover  and  during  their  retreat.  Their  reserves  were  also  fired  into  as  they  fled  to 
the  rear.  It  was  here  that  several  mounted  Spanish  officers  were  observed  vainly 
endeavoring  to  stem  the  tide  of  defeat.  Our  fire  unhorsed  most  of  them  and 
added  impulse  to  the  retreat. 

After  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  ridge  and  the  battle  at  this  part  of  the  field 
apparently  ended,  a  surgeon  examined  my  wound  for  the  first  time.  I  was  then 
ordered  to  the  hospital,  and  on  July  3  was  sent  back  to  the  United  States  with  the 
wounded. 

My  squadron  constituted  the  advance  of  the  brigade  and  the  cavalry  division, 
and  were  under  fire  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  this  most  successful  battle 
and  determined  assault. 

My  officers  and  men  were  tiniversally  gallant,  efficient,  and  obedient.  I 
regard  it  my  duty  to  especially  mention  for  bravery  Capt.  George  H.  Sands,  Sixth 
Cavalry.    This  officer,  although  some  time  before  appointed  a  major  of  engineers 
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in  the  United  States  Volunteers,  remained  in  command  of  his  troop  and  engaged 
in  the  battle.  Equal  consideration  is  also  due  to  Lieuts.  R.  B.  Paddock,  A.  V.  P. 
Anderson,  and  N.  K.  Averill,  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry,  for  gallantry  in  action. 
Among  the  enlisted  men  Sergeant  Blaney,  Corpl.  Douglas  MoCasiey,  and 
Trumpeter  James  Wilson,  Troop  K,  Sixth  Cavalry,  rendered  gallant  and  valuable 
services  under  heavy  fire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Kebe, 
Captain,  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry,  Commanding  Second  Squadron. 


Headquaetees  Second  Squadeon, 

Ninth  United  States  Cavaley, 

Intrenched  before  Santiago,  June  8,  1S98. 
The  Acting  Adjutant-Geneeal,  Fiest  Cavaley  Beigade. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
squadron  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  in  the  fight  of  July  1 : 

Shortly  after  the  cannonading  at  Caney  had  begun,  Dimmick's  squadron  of  the 
Ninth  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton,  Ninth  Cavalry, 
received  orders  to  move  at  the  head  of  the  brigade  and  follow  the  Cubans. 

The  squadron  moved,  in  accordance  with  this  order,  along  the  road  from  El 
Poso  toward  Santiago  about  300  yards,  when  Colonel  Hamilton  received  orders  to 
march  on  and  pass  the  Cubans.  This  order  was  carried  out  and  Colonel  Hamilton 
was  ordered  to  throw  out  an  advance  guard.  H  Troop  (Lieutenant  McNamee) 
was  the  leading  troop  and  took  up  the  advance,  guard  formation. 

Lieutenant  Hartwick,  commanding  the  advance  party,  received  orders  to  ad- 
vance to  the  river  (San  Juan)  and  halt.  This  order  was  carried  out.  Shortly 
after  this  the  shelling  of  the  enemy's  works  by  one  battery  at  El  Poso  began. 
During  this  shelling  the  advance  party  was  withdrawn  about  100  yards,  by  order, 
and  then  ordered  to  again  take  up  the  advance  and  to  throw  out  flankers  as  soon 
as  the  river  was  crossed. 

After  crossingthe  river  Lieutenant  Hartwick  threw  out  skirmishers  to  the  right, 
but  could  not  do  so  to  the  left  on  account  of  the  dense  undergrowth. 

The  "point"  advanced  about  200  yards  across  the  river,  when  three  rifle  shots 
were  received  from  the  enemy.  The  advance  party  halted;  Lieutenant  McNamee 
came  forward  vyith  the  support  and  took  command.  At  this  time  General  Hawkins 
and  staff  came  up  and  reconnoitered  the  enemy's  lines  from  this  point.  Then  a 
party  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry  came  up  and  the  advance  guard,  H  Troop,  was  with- 
drawn about  100  yards  and  moved  to  the  right  of  the  line  with  the  following 
formation: 
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The  Ninth  Cavalry  on  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry  in  two  sMrmish  lines,  E 
and  C  troops  in  front,  and  H  and  D  in  rear.  Shortly  after  this  we  were  moved 
by  the  right  flank  and  then  forward  a  short  distance.  While  lying  in  this  posi- 
tion the  enemy  opened  fire.  At  this  fire  Lieut.  W.  S.  Wood,  adjutant  Ninth 
Cavalry,  was  wounded,  and  also  two  troopers  of  Troop  D  and  one  of  Troop  C. 
We  then  moved  forward  by  rushes,  but  without  firing.  Owing  to  the  dense 
undergrowth,  H  and  E  troops  overlapped  the  right  troop  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry. 
This  was  soon  remedied,  and  E  Troop  touched  the  Sixth  Cavalry  on  our  left, 
with  H  Troop  on  the  right  of  E.  C  and  D  troops  were  moved  to  the  right 
and  somewhat  to  the  rear,  to  cover  the  open  wheat  field  to  our  right.  In  the 
advance  from  this  position  the  Sixth  Cavalry  moved  slightly  to  the  left  and 
the  Ninth  swung  to  the  right,  each  taking  a  different  objective,  ours  being  the 
San  Juan  house.  This  made  a  gap,  which  was  filled  by  one  squadron  of  the  First 
Cavalry,  under  Captain  Tutherly,  who  had  been  notified  of  the  gap  by  Captain 
Kerr,  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry.  Shortly  after  the  First  Cavalry  came  up  and  formed 
on  OTir  left.  Colonel  Roosevelt,  of  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  rode  up,  followed  by 
some  of  his  men  in  skirmish  order.  Colonel  Roosevelt  said:  "  I  understand  the 
Ninth  Cavalry  is  carrying  this  hill  by  rushes,  and  I  am  ordered  to  reenforce  you. 
Where  is  your  colonel?  "  Colonel  Hamilton  was  then  satisfying  himself  that  the 
First  Cavalry  had  formed  on  our  left.  At  this  point  the  order  "forward"  was 
given  and  repeated  to  Colonel  Roosevelt.  The  line ,  composed  of  Tutherly 's  squad- 
ron of  the  First  Regular  Cavalry,  Dimmiok"s  squadron  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry,  and 
Roosevelt's  command  of  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  charged  with  a  cheer  and 
took  the  hill.  Owing  to  the  wire  fences  and  dense  undergrowth,  the  charge  was 
one  cheering,  mixed  mass  of  the  commands  above  mentioned.  Shortly  after"  this 
Colonel  Carroll  directed  Colonel  Hamilton  to  send  a  detachment  of  men  to  protect 
the  right  flank.  While  Colonel  Hamilton  was  leading  a  detachment  for  this  pur- 
pose he  was  shot  and  instantly  killed.  At  about  this  time  Capt.  C.  W.  Taylor 
was  wounded,  as  were  many  of  our  men. 

As  soon  as  the  death  of  Colonel  Hamilton  was  reported  to  me  by  Lieutenant 
Hartwick,  who  was  by  his  side  when  he  fell,  I  assumed  command  and  ordered  a 
forward  movement  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  to  support  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry 
advancing  to  the  crest  beyond.  Captain  McBlaine,  Troop  D,  and  Lieutenant 
Walker,  Troop  C,  on  the  right,  pushed  promptly  forward;  Troop  E,  Captain 
Stedman,  Troop  H,  Lieutenant  McNamee,  on  the  left.  While  this  movement  was 
taking  place  I  was  sent  to  have  the  First  Cavalry,  on  our  left,  move  forward  with 
us.  On  returning.  General  Sumner  directed  me  to  hold  what  troops  I  had  at 
that  point  till  the  hills  in  front  had  been  taken.  But  D  and  C  and  detachments 
of  the  Tenth  Cavalry  had  moved  gallantly  forward  and  taken  the  crest  in  their 
front;  H,  and  part  of  E,  mixed  with  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  the  crest  in 
their  front. 

The  Ninth  Cavalry  was  afterwards  assembled  and  held  the  right  of  our  line, 
which  was  reenforced  by  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  coming  up  on  our  left. 

The  following-named  oficers  took  part  in  the  engagement,  and  every  one  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  praise  for  his  conspicuous  conduct: 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  M.  Hamilton,  Ninth  Cavalry,  killed;  First  Lieut.  W.  S.  Wood, 
adjutant,  wounded;  Capt.  C.  A.  Stedman,  commanding  Troop  E,  and  Capt.  C. 
W.  Taylor,  commanding  Troop  C,  wounded;  Capt.  J.  F.  McBlain,  command- 
ing Troop  D;  First  Lieut.  C.  W.  Stevens,  on  duty  vrith  Troop  E;  First  Lieut.  M. 
M.  McNamee,  commanding  Troop  H;  First  Lieut.  A.  A.  Barber,  on  duty  with 
Troop  D;  Second  Lieut.  K.  W.  Walker,  squadron  adjutant  and  commanding 
Troop  C,  and  Second  Lieut.  E.  E.  Hartwick,  on  duty  with  Troop  H  and  acting 
regimental  adjutant. 

The  bearing  and  conduct  of  the  men  in  this  fight  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and  sei-ved  to  maintain  the  good  record  of  the  regiment. 

General  Chaffee  relieved  Ninth  Cavalry  and  Thirteenth  Infantry  about  noon. 
I  joined  cavalry  division  on  left  of  First  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  my  report  made  to  General  Sumner,  commanding 
brigade  July  8, 1898. 

Eespectfidly  submitted. 

E.    D.    DiMMICK, 

Captain,  Ninth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Squadron. 
45  m:  G 
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Fort  Sill,  Okla.,  October  SO,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.C. 

(Through  troop  and  regimental  commander  Ninth  Cavalry.) 

Sir:  Having  made  only  a  brief  report  as  commanding  officer  Troop  H,  Ninth 
Cavalry,  principally  of  casualties,  after  the  battle  of  San  Juan,  July  1,  2,  and  3, 
1898,  and  understanding  since  that  the  reports,  if  any  made,  by  troop  commanders 
were  not  appended  to  regimental  and  brigade  reports,  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit 
a  full  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Troop  H,  Ninth  Cavalry,  in  that  engagement. 

The  troop  arrived  at  El  Poso  about  13.30  a.  m.,  July  1,  with  the  squadron  and 
lay  down  and  slept  till  daylight.  After  a  hasty  breakfast  we  were  soon  prepared 
to  march  and  waited  some  time  for  orders,  the  men  sitting  down  in  column  of 
fours. 

About  7  a.  na.  the  squadron  was  ordered  forward,  and  H  Troop  being  in  the 
lead  that  day  I  was  directed  to  follow  the  Cubans.  The  Cubans  had  filed  by 
us  about  one-half  hour  before  we  started  and  had  gone  down  the  trail  that  led 
into  the  bottom  toward  the  crossing  of  the  fivers  and  the  heights  of  San  Juan. 
Having  marched  about  300  or  400  yards  down  this  trail  we  were  halted  on  account 
of  these  men,  who  were  standing  still  and  who  blocked  up  the  road. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  brigade  commander  (Colonel  Carroll)  rode  up,  and  we 
were  ordered  to  precede  the  Cubans.  They  gave  way  for  us,  falling  back  in  the 
brush  and  sides  of  the  road,  making  an  opening  through  the  center  of  their  column, 
through  which  we  passed.  When  our  column  passed  through  I  was  ordered  by 
Colonel  Carroll  and  also  by  our  regimental  commander,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ham- 
ilton, to  move  forward  my  troop  as  advance  guard  till  I  reached  the  river,  and 
there  to  halt  and  take  up  a  position.  I  accordingly  ordered  Second  Lieutenant 
Hartwick  to  move  forward  the  first  platoon  as  vanguard,  with  ' '  point "  advanced 
about  200  yards,  and  to  push  out  flankers  wherever  openings  in  the  dense  brush 
would  permit.  I  followed  with  the  rest  of  the  troop  at  a  distance  of  about  300 
yards,  keeping  up  connecting  files  to  the  front  and  rear.  I  also  sent  out  flankers 
from  my  reserve  whenever  a  side  path  was  crossed. 

"When  we  started  to  march  our  batteries  on  the  hill  in  our  rear  opened  fire  on 
the  enemy  at  San  Juan,  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  replied  to  this  fire,  the  projec- 
tiles from  both  passing  over  us  as  we  advanced  along  the  road.  We  had  advanced 
about  1  mile  when  Lieutenant  Hartwick  sent  word  back  to  me  that  he  had  reached 
the  river  (Acguadores  Ford)  and  could  see  the  enemy  and  their  works  distant 
about  700  yards.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  Carroll  and  Captain  House  rode  up  and 
directed  me  to  cross  the  river  and  reconnoiter  a  short  distance  beyond.  The 
troop  took  up  the  march  again.  Lieutenant  Hartwick  crossed  the  ford  and  moved 
with  the  "point"  cautiously  up  the  main  road  and  the  trails  leading  therefrom 
for  about  200  yards,  when  he  received  five  or  six  shots  from  the  enemy's  small 
arms,  the  first  that  had  been  fired  in  this  action.  He  then  halted  and  deployed 
the  men  in  groups  along  his  front.  I  crossed  over  with  the  reserve,  deployed  it  to 
the  right,  and  moved  forward  in  the  brush  and  high  grass  till  I  had  reached  a 
point  on  a  line  with  the  advance  party;  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down  and  not  to 
fire  without  orders.  Our  line  then  covered  the  ford  and  stream  a  distance  of 
about  800  yards. 

Leaving  the  first  sergeant  with  my  part  of  the  line,  I  moved  over  to  the  left 
and  sent  a  patrol  from  the  advance  party  along  a  trail  that  led  down  the  stream. 
I  then  went  back  to  the  ford  to  see  if  the  other  troops  were  coming  up  and  to 
receive  further  orders.  I  saw  General  Hawkins  at  this  time  with  some  of  his 
aides  examining  the  position  of  the  enemy  from  the  top  of  a  tree  near  the  ford. 
The  squadron  not  appearing,  I  returned  to  my  troop  and  waited  about  half  an 
hour.  Lieutenant  Wood,  our  adjutant,  then  came  up  from  the  right  and  told 
me  the  squadron  had  crossed  the  stream  higher  up  to  my  right,  and  directed  me 
to  move  by  the  right  flank  and  join  it.  The  day  was  now  extremely  hot  and  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  had  commenced.  Lieutenant  Wood  was  wounded, 
and,  thinking  the  battle  about  to  begin  for  us,  I  ordered  the  men  as  they  moved 
to  the  right  in  single  file  to  pile  up  their  rolls  and  haversacks  and  retain  only  arms 
and  oanteejis.  This  was  done,  and  I  placed  Saddler  Lochman  in  charge  of  the 
property ,  telling  him  to  seek  cover  close  by.  Subsequently,  before  daylight  July  2, 
I  had  the  rations  brought  up  and  later  the  blanket  rolls,  with  little  loss  of  either. 

Colonel  Hamilton  formed  the  squadron  in  two  lines,  with  intervals  of  3  yards 
between  troopers  and  distance  of  about  100  yards  between  the  lines.  Troop  H 
was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  second  line.  In  this  manner  we  were  moved  still 
farther  to  the  right,  and  then  forward  about  200  yards,  made  by  rushes.  All  this 
time  we  were  under  a  heavy  fire,  which  seemed  to  fly  high,  however,  and  was 
probably  directed  against  troops  in  our  rear,  and  still  on  the  other  side  of  the 
stream,  as  few  men  of  our  squadron  were  hit  by  it  then.    About  noon  we  advanced 
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ibout  100  yards  farther,  and  both  lines  became  one,  Captains  Taylor  and  MoBlain 
extending  their  troops  to  the  right.  Troop  H  was  now  the  left  center  troop,  with 
Daptain  Stedman's  Troop  E  on  my  left.  Meantime  the  troops  in  front  had  done 
jonsiderable  firing  by  volley  against  the  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  first  hill 
md  house  directly  in  our  front;  and,  while  we  could  not  see  him  on  account  of 
the  trees,  the  fire  from  this  point  was  severe.  The  whole  line  now  continued  to 
fire  volleys  by  troop  till  about  1  p.  m.,  when  the  word  was  given  to  charge.  At 
this  time  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry  that  had  been  acting  as  reserve  came  up 
from  the  rear  and  joined  our  line,  and  the  two  organizations  charged  over  the 
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remainder  of  the  bottom,  across  the  San  Juan  River  and  up  to  the  top  of  the 
hill  The  loss  of  Troop  H  in  this  charge  was:  Trumpeter  Lewis  Fort  and  Private 
Johnson  killed,  and  Corporal  Mason,  Privates  Prince,  Nelson,  and  Edward  Davis 
wounded.  On  the  crest  of  the  hiU  the  troop,  like  others,  were  intermingled  mth 
other  troops,  but  all  lined  up  and  poured  a  ra,pidflreon  the  main  works  ot  the 
enemy  on  the  ridge  beyond.  At  this  time  our  brigade  commander  Colonel  Carroll, 
wasvJounded,  ani  Colonel  Hamilton  killed.  I  rallied  H  troop,  getting  some  thu;ty 
men  together  at  the  time,  and  moved  forward  with  the  general  advance  on  the 
main  position.  There  being  no  brush  or  wire  m  our  front  to  contend  with,  I 
determined  to  advance  now  in  good  order.    The  other  troops  of  the  squadron 
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had  been  called  to  the  right.  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Hartwick  to  follow  in  rear, 
deployed  the  troop  into  line,  and,  placing  myself  in  front  of  the  center  troop, 
passed  over  the  hill,  down  the  slope,  forded  the  upper  end  of  the  lake,  and  moved 
quickly  up  the  slope  to  the  Spanish  works,  but  the  enemy  had  given  way. 

Colonel  Wood,  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  who  had  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
our  brigade,  came  up  and  ordered  me  to  move  over  to  the  right  with  my  troop 
and  hold  certain  hills  which  he  pointed  out,  at  all  hazards,  till  I  was  relieved.  I 
accordingly  moved  over  and  occupied  the  ground  indicated.  I  sent  Lieutenant 
Hartwick  to  patrol  still  farther  to  the  right,  where  he  found  C  and  D  troops  of 
our  squadron  in  position.  Later  the  squadron  was  assembled  on  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  me,  and  remained  there  till  relieved  about  7  p.  m.  by  the  Thirteenth 
Infantry. 

The  next  morning,  July  3,  the  troop  moved  with  the  squadron  to  the  left  and 
rejoined  the  cavalry  division  near  the  center  of  the  line.  Here  the  troop  contin- 
ued digging  and  occupying  intrenchments  until  the  surrender  of  the  Spanish 
army  and  city  of  Santiago. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  account  that  my  troop  was  the  first  organiza- 
tion to  penetrate  and  reconnoiter  the  ground  to  the  front  the  morning  of  July  1, 
and  crossed  the  first  river,  the  Acguadores,  near  its  junction  with  the  San  Juan, 
several  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  other  troops.  The  country  is  covered  with  a 
dense  undergrowth,  and  great  caution  had  to  be  exercised  to  avoid  being  ambushed 
by  the  enemy.  In  this  connection  much  credit  is  due  Second  Lieut.  Edward  E. 
Hartwick,  Ninth  Cavalry,  who  conducted  the  movements  Of  the  "point"  and 
flankers  in  the  advance.  Lieutenant  Hartwick  pushed  steadily  on  until  he  was 
fired  on  by  the  enemy  and  directed  by  me  to  halt.  This  officer  displayed  great 
coolness  in  a  very  trying  and  dangerous  position.  During  the  assault  and  through- 
out the  entire  day,  by  his  courage  and  prompt  action,  I  was  enabled  to  get  the 
best  results  from  the  troop.    I  recommend  him  for  consideration. 

As  to  the  enlisted  men  of  the  troop,  they  all  did  well  and  displayed  patience, 
courage,  and  discipline  of  a  high  order.  I  wish  to  particularly  mention  Sergt. 
Elisha  Jackson,  now  second  lieutenant.  Tenth  United  States  Volunteers,  who,  dur- 
ing the  movement  in  the  morning,  July  1 ,  was  in  the  extreme  advance  (the  point) , 
and  during  the  whole  day  was  ever  in  the  fi'ont  and  by  his  example  encouraged 
all  about  him.  Also  Privates  Bates  and  Pumphrey,  who,  while  the  troop  was 
under  a  heavy  fire,  stood  up  and  moved  out  from  cover  the  better  to  see  and  fire 
on  one  of  the  enemy  who,  from  a  tree  in  front,  was  firing  on  us.  Also  of  Sergt. 
John  Mason  and  Private  Nelson,  who  were  badly  wounded  while  charging  up 
the  hill  near  the  head  of  their  troop;  and  of  Private  Edward  Davis,  who,  although 
suffering  from  a  scalp  wound,  the  blood  streaming  down  his  face,  only  waited  to 
have  his  head  bandaged  when  the  first  hill  was  taken  and  then  joined  the  troop  in 
the  next  advance. 

I  feel  that  the  record  of  the  trooj)  would  be  incomplete  were  this  report  not 
made,  and  respectfully  request  that  it  be  appended  to  the  regimental  report  now 
on  file  in  the  Adjutant-G-eneral's  Oflace. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  McNameb, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  H,  while  in  Cuba. 


Camp  A.  G.  Poese, 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  December  19, 189S. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A., 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Troop 
D,  Tenth  Cavalry,  in  the  engagements  before  Santiago  de  Cuba,  so  far  as  it  is 
known  to  me. 

On  the  30th  of  June  the  troop  marched  with  the  second  squadron  of  the  Tenth 
Cavalry,  Major  "Wint's,  from  Sevilla  and  encamped  a  few  hundred  yards  beyond 
El  Poso  on  an  eminence  overlooking  the  basin  of  the  San  Juan  River  or  creek. 
My  troop  served  as  support  to  Lieutenant  Smith's,  which  was  on  picket  about 
100  yards  to  its  front.  In  the  morning  it  was  placed  on  picket,  relieving  Lieu- 
tenant Smith'stroop.  Soon  after  my  sentinels  were  posted  I  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw my  troop  and  prepare  to  march.  Having  done  so,  I  took  my  place  with  my 
troop  in  the  column,  and,  after  waiting  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour  for  the  col- 
umn to  move,  marched  with  the  column  past  El  Poso  and  the  division  hospital  in  the 
direction  of  San  Juan.    The  military  balloon  passed  over  our  regiment  from  rear 
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to  front  while  we  were  at  a  halt.  At  a  halt  made  soon  afterwards  I  was  ordered 
to  have  my  men  strip  themselves  of  everything  but  arms  and  ammunition.  The 
rolls,  haversacks,  and  canteens  of  my  men  were  taken  off  and  laid  on  the  ground 
near  the  road  and  two  men  detailed  to  remain  with  them  as  a  guard.  About  this 
time  our  balloon  commenced  coming  down  near  the  head  of  our  regiment.  When 
about  100  feet  from  the  ground  it  was  fired  at  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  About  the 
same  time  we  received  a  volley  of  infantry  fire  coming  down  the  road  over  our 
heads  too  high  to  strike  anyone.  The  troop  ahead  of  mine  started  to  the  rear, 
but  was  soon  checked.  I  understand  that  the  impulse  to  break  to  the  rear  was 
imparted  to  it  by  the  Seventy-first  New  York.  My  men  were  lying  down  in  the 
road  facing  to  the  left,  by  order  of  the  squadron  commander,  Major  Wint.  The 
enemy's  fire,  delivered  in  volleys,  kept  raking  the  road  and  riddling  the  dense 
foliage  about  us.  I  thought  that  the  enemy  had  the  range  of  our  position,  or  at 
least  the  direction  of  this  road,  and  that  the  situation  demanded  that  the  troops 
be  moved  off  the  road  either  to  the  right  or  left,  or  formed  so  as  to  face  in  the 
direction  from  which  the  fire  was  coming.  I  looked  around  for  the  squadron 
commander  to  get  his  permission  to  move  my  troop  off  the  road,  or  make  a  change 
of  front  with  it  to  the  right.  He  was  not  anywhere  in  sight.  I  had  seen  him 
some  time  before  going  toward  the  right  of  our  line,  or  head  of  our  column. 
After  waiting  some  time  for  him  to  return,  I  acted  on  my  own  responsibility  by 
bringing  my  troop  around  at  right  angle  to  the  road,  its  right  resting  on  the 
road,  its  left  lying  in  the  wood.  In  this  position  I  was  free  from  the  troop  on  my 
right,  in  case  it  should  again  break  to  the  rear.  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
we  were  much  nearer  the  enemy  than  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  case,  and 
expected  the  regiment  to  deploy  across  the  road  at  any  minute. 

From  my  studying  of  tactics  and  the  drill  regulations,  together  with  my  limited 
experience  in  field  exercises,  I  knew  that  in  dismounted  fighting,  especially  in  a 
densely  wooded  country,  the  time  conies  when  the  direction  of  operations  is  neces- 
sarily left  to  the  company  commanders,  and  I  judged  that  this  time  had  come  or 
could  not  be  far  off.  I  did  not  know  but  that  the  squadron  commander  was  dis- 
abled, and  I  was  determined  that  my  men  should  not  be  decimated  without  doing 
any  execution  through  fear  of  responsibility  or  lack  of  initiative  on  my  part.  I 
felt  that  it  would  be  erring  on  the  right  side  to  anticipate  slightly  the  proper  time 
for  independent  action  on  the  part  of  company  commanders.  After  waiting  a 
minute  or  two  in  my  new  position,  the  enemy's  fire  not  abating  and  no  superior 
officer  appearing,  I  faced  my  troop  to  the  left  and  pushed  into  the  wood  far 
enough  to  clear  the  road  by  about  10  or  20  yards  with  the  rear  of  my  column, 
when  I  came  upon  a  line  of  infantry  skirmishers  apparently  without  officers.  I 
had  my  troop  face  to  the  right,  or  in  the  general  direction  in  which  the  road  ran, 
and  prepared  to  advance.  In  anticipation  of  the  difficulty  of  penetrating  the 
dense  undergrowth  I  took  immediate  charge  of  one  platoon  and  gave  my  lieuten- 
ant. Second  Lieut.  J.  F.  Kennington,  Tenth  Cavalry,  charge  of  the  other,  with 
instructions  to  keep  his  platoon  in  touch  with  mine.  I  then  proceeded  to  advance 
in  a  direction  generally  parallel  to  the  road  which  I  had  just  left.  I  expected 
that  by  the  time  I  arrived  abreast  of  the  head  of  my  regiment  I  would  find  it 
deployed  or  deploying.  Under  the  enemy's  unaimed  fire  we  pushed  through  the 
dense  wood  and  undergrowth,  waded  a  creek  about  knee  deep,  and  a  short  distance 
beyond  it  came  upon  a  line  of  troops  lying  in  a  road;  but  it  was  not  our  regiment. 
Here  I  received  word  from  my  lieutenant  that  he,  with  his  platoon,  was  some 
distance  to  my  right.  He  inquired  whether  he  should  join  me.  As  there  was  a 
heavy  fire  coming  down  the  road  and  I  did  not  .wish  him  to  expose  his  men 
unnecessarily,  I  answered  in  the  negative.  The  bearer  of  the  message  to  and 
from  me  was  Sergt.  George  Dyals,  of  my  troop,  who  was  afterwards  wounded  so 
that  he  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye.  He  has  since  been  discharged  for  physical 
disability. 

The  wood  terminated  in  a  thin  belt  just  beyond  this  road.  After  lying  a  few 
minutes  in  the  road  I  proceeded  with  my  platoon  through  this  belt  of  wood  and 
came  upon  open  ground  overgrown  with  tall  grass  reaching  nearly  to  the  waist. 
Here  the  enemy's  fire  seemed  to  come  principally  from  our  left.  I  accordingly 
faced  my  men  to  the  left,  and  filed  off  in  that  direction.  As  a  number  of  bullets 
dropped  near  us,  Sergt.  James  Elliott  of  my  troop  came  up  to  me,  and  pointing 
to  a  tree  on  our  right,  said  that  he  saw  something  stirring  in  it;  that  it  looked 
like  a  Spaniard,  and  that  he  would  like  my  permission  to  fire  at  it.  I  looked  at 
the  tree,  but  it  was  so  dense  that  I  could  not  see  into  it.  I  had  been  cautioned  by 
troops  whom  I  had  passed  against  firing,  as  there  were  troops  of  ours  in  front. 
Remarking  that  it  might  be  a  Cuban  or  one  of  our  own  men,  I  refused  the  per- 
mission. Soon  afterwards,  while  we  were  lying  down,  Private  George  Stovall 
of  my  troop  was  shot  through  the  heart  and  killed;  the  same  shot  wounded  Pri- 
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vate  Wade  Bledsoe  in  the  thigh.  About  100  yards  farther  on  we  came  upon  a 
squad  of  infantrymen  sitting  under  some  trees  on  the  edge  of  the  aforementioned 
belt  of  wood,  around  an  ofSoer  who  was  lying  on  his  back  bleeding  from  the  face, 
and  who  died  while  we  were  there.  I  believe  that  this  officer  and  Privates  Stovall 
and  Bledsoe  were  shot  by  the  sharpshooter  whom  Sergeant  Elliott  wanted  to  fire 
at.  The  infantrymen  stated  that  our  men  were  falling  back  and  the  Spaniards 
advancing.  We  could  not  see  any  enemy.  On  our  left  was  a  stream  which  I  took 
to  be  the  one  which  we  had  crossed.  From  the  other  side  of  it  came  sounds  of 
voices  and  loud  reports  of  firing.  We  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  Spanish  or 
American,  but  I  thought  it  was  best  to  take  our  chances  on  their  being  Ajnerican. 
We  accordingly  waded  the  stream,  and  pushing  into  the  wood  on  the  opposite 
bank,  found  ourselves  among  the  men  of  General  Hawkins's  brigade.  They  were 
lying  in  a  road  on  the  edge  of  the  wood.  Beyond  them  stretched  a  plain  about 
600  yards  wide,  overgrown  with  tall  grass  like  that  through  which  we  had  just 
passed.  At  the  farther  edge  of  the  plain  was  a  hill  about  150  feet  high,  now  known 
to  our  troops  as  San  Juan  Hill,  or  a  part  of  it.  On  the  top  of  this  hill  was  a  block- 
house and  a  structure  that  looked  like  a  shed.  Here  and  there  a  puflE  of  light 
smoke  indicated  that  the  position  was  manned  by  infantry,  who  were  firing  at  us. 
About  100  yards  in  front  of  the  line  which  I  joined  was  a  thin  line  of  infantry 
firing  at  the  enemy  on  the  hill.  It  seemed  to  be  falling  back  on  the  main  line. 
There  was  no  firing  in  the  latter.  My  men  and  myself  laid  down  in  this  road 
with  the  infantry.  Everybody  whom  I  could  then  see  was  Ijring  down  except 
one  officer  of  infantry  who  was  walking  up  and  down  the  road  in  rear  of  the  line 
exposed  to  a  fire  which  raked  the  road.  Prom  conversation  with  officers  of  the 
Sixteenth  Infantry  I  understand  that  this  was  Capt.  George  H.  Palmer  of  that 
regiment.  I  asked  him  whether  it  was  not  about  time  to  advance  to  the  support 
of  the  line  out  in  the  plain  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  falling  back.  He  replied 
that  he  supposed  it  would  be  pretty  soon,  and  kept  on  walking  as  before. 

Sergeant  Elliott  of  my  troop  asked  permission  to  go  up  to  the  fence  and  do  some 
firing.  I  replied,  "  Go  ahead.  Sergeant,  if  you  think  that  you  can  do  any  good." 
He  accordingly  stood  up  by  the  fence  and  fired  seven  shots,  when,  having  attracted 
the  enemy's  fire,  he  fell  back  and  lay  down. 

Immediately  in  front  of  us  beyond  the  road  ran  a  barbed  wire  fence.  There 
were  no  wire  nippers  in  my  troop.  With  a  view  to  an  advance  through  this 
fence,  I  dug  with  my  hands  at  one  of  the  fence  posts,  but  soon  concluded  that  I 
could  not  accomplish  anything  in  that  way.  I  thgn  stood  up  and  pulled  and 
pushed  at  the  post,  but  made  no  appreciable  impression  on  it.  So  I  lay  down 
again  and  continued  looking  out  on  the  plain  for  signs  of  an  advance.  After 
a  while  I  observed  near  the  edge  of  the  open  plain  on  our  left  a  swarm  of  men 
breaking  forward  from  the  road.  I  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  wire  fence  by  step- 
ping from  wire  to  wire  near  a  post,  and  jumped  off  the  top,  calling  to  my  men  as 
I  struck  the  ground  to  come  on.  Corporal  John  Walker  of  my  troop  got  a  bayonet 
and  cut  the  vsdre.  My  men  and  a  number  of  infantrymen  went  through  the  open- 
ing thus  made.  I  struck  out  as  fast  as  the  tall  grass  would  permit  me  toward  the 
common  objective  of  the  mass  of  men  which  I  now  saw  surging  forward  on  my 
right  and  left — San  Juan  Hill.  The  men  kept  up  a  steady  double  time,  and  com- 
menced firing  of  their  own  accord  over  one  another's  heads  and  the  heads  of  the 
officers,  who  were  well  out  in  front  of  the  men.  I  tried  to  stop  the  firing,  as  I 
thought  it  would  seriously  retard  the  advance,  and  other  officers  near  me  tried  to 
stop  it;  but  a  constant  stream  of  bullets  went  over  our  heads,  the  men  halting  in 
an  erect  position  to  fire.  The  men  covered,  I  should  say,  about  50  yards  from 
front  to  rear.  They  formed  a  swarm  rather  than  a  line.  When  they  were  not 
firing  they  seemed  to  be  all  cheering  and  yelling.  Our  firing,  though  wild,  was 
not  altogether  ineffective,  and  retarded  the  advance  less  than  I  had  thought  it 
would.  I  could  see  the  side  of  the  hill  dotted  with  little  clouds  of  dust  thrown 
up  by  our  bullets.  We  evidently  peppered  it  pretty  hotly  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  I  have  learned  since  then  that  many  dead  and  wounded  Spaniards  were  found 
in  the  trenches  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  These  casualties,  however,  were  caused  in 
part,  perhaps  mostly,  by  the  fire  of  our  small  advance  line  prior  to  the  assault. 
This  line  was  composed,  I  understand,  mostly  of  classified  marksmen  and  sharp- 
shooters. 

As  we  approached  the  foot  of  the  hill  our  artillery  conimenced  firing  over  our 
heads  at  the  enemy  on  top  of  it.  This  caused  a  slowing  up  in  the  gener^  advance. 
When  I  was  about  half  way  up  the  hill  I  was  disabled  by  three  bullet  wounds 
received  simultaneously.  I  had  already  received  one,  but  did  not  know  it.  What 
took  place  subsequent  to  my  disablement,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  is  known 
to  me  only  through  the  statements  of  my  men  and  others,  substantiated  by  the 
depositions  inclosed  herewith.    My  platoon  went  to  the  top  of  the  hill  with  the 


Map   D. 


Map  showing  roughly  the  Course  of  Troop  D,  Tenth  Cavalry,  July  1,  1898,  after  leaving  the  Regiment,  and  the  General  Direction  of 

THE  Attack  made  by  the  Regiment. 
Full  line  in  black:  Course  ot  Troop  D.    Broken  line  in  blackr  Dii-ection  of  the  two  squadrons  o£  the  reKiment. 
A.  Where  Troop  D  left  the  regiment.    B.  Where  Captain  Bigelow  was  disabled. 


REPOET  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR.  711 

infantry,  and  was  soon  afterwards  conducted  by  Lieut.  J.  J.  Pershing,  regimental 
quartermaster,  Tenth  Cavah-y,  to  the  line  of  the  Tenth  Cavalry,  a  short  distance 
to  the  right. 

The  following  men  of  the  platoon  especially  distinguished  themselves:  Sergt. 
James  Elliott,  Corpl.  John  Walker,  and  Private  (now  Corporal)  Luchious  Smith. 
Sergeant  EUiott  and  Private  Smith  were,  during  the  ascent  of  the  hill,  constantly 
among  the  bolder  few  who  voluntarily  made  themselves  ground  scouts,  drawing 
the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the  main  line  upon  themselves.  Corporal  Walker 
was  with  the  handful  of  fearless  spirits  who  accompanied  Lieut.  J.  G.  Ord,  of  the 
Sixth  United  States  Infantry,  forming  with  that  splendid  young  soldier  the  point 
of  General  Hawkins's  gallant  brigade,  the  head  and  front  of  the  assault;  and  it 
was  Corporal  Walker  who  avenged  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Ord. 

First  Sergt.  William  H.  Givens  was  with  the  platoon  which  I  commanded. 
Whenever  I  observed  him  he  was  at  his  post  exercising  a  steadying  or  encour- 
aging influence  upon  the  men,  and  conducting  himself  like  the  thorough  sol- 
dier which  I  have  long  known  him  to  be.  I  understand,  to  my  great  satisfaction, 
that  he  has  been  rewarded  by  an  appointment  to  a  lieutenantcy  in  an  immune 
regiment. 

I  think  it  due  to  the  other  men  of  my  troop  to  say  that,  with  one  exception, 
they  proved  themselves  ready  to  follow  me  wherever  I  would  lead  them.  Their 
conduct  made  me  prouder  than  ever  of  being  an  ofiicer  in  the  American  Ai-my, 
and  of  wearing  the  insignia  of  the  Tenth  United  States  Cavalry. 

The  movements  of  the  platoon  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Kennington  have,  I 
beheve.  been  reported  to  you  by  that  ofiS.cer. 

I  took  into  action,  including  Lieutenant  Kennington's  platoon,  but  not  includ- 
ing the  2  men  left  to  guard  the  packs,  2  ofBcers  and  48  men.  My  losses  were  as 
follows: 

Killed,  Private  George  Stovall.  Wounded,  Capt.  John  Bigelow,  jr.;  Sergt. 
George  Dyals,  Sergt.  Willis  Hatcher,  Private  J.  H.  Campbell,  Private  Henry 
Feam,  Private  Fred.  Shockley,  Private  Harry  Sturgis,  and  Private  James  F. 
Taylor.    Missing,  Private  James  Clay. 

The  accompanying  map,  marked  D,  is  intended  to  show  roughly  the  course 
taken  by  my  troop  after  it  left  the  regiment,  and  the  general  direction  of  the 
attack  made  by  the  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  JoHX  Bigelow,  Jr., 

Captain,  Tenth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  D. 


Boise,  Idaho,  December  — ,  1S9S. 
The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A. ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  (as  I  gather  it  now,  having  lost  my 
notes)  of  my  report  made  while  occupying  the  trenches  in  front  of  Santiago, 
and  to  add  an  additional  report. 

"Bivouac,  San  Juan,  in  front  op  Saxtiago,  Cuba, 

■■Julys,  1S9S. 
"The  Adjutant-General  First  Brigade, 

•'First  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

"SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  we  broke  camp  about  6  a.  m.  on  the  1st. 
Reveille  was  ordered  for  3.1.5,  the  general,  4.30,  but  owing  to  the  passing  on  the 
road  of  Cuban  and  some  of  our  own  troops  to  the  front,  camp  was  not  broken 
sooner.  After  making  the  second  crossing  of  a  creek  or  river,  we  struck  a  road 
or  lane  on  the  right  through  a  densely  wooded  country  and  underbrush  so  heavy 
one  could  not  see  beyond  the  lane.  The  companies  were  ordered  to  leave  rolls 
here,  one  man  from  each  company  for  guard.  This  was  near  and  in  front  of  a 
battery  (Grimes)  posted  on  a  Mil  near  El  Poso  house.  A  slight  cross  fire  of 
artillery  was  going  on;  the  regiment  moved  beneath  it  to  the  lane.  Rifle  fixe,  too, 
was  coming  as  we  advanced.  The  balloon  was  up,  and  but  a  few  yards  to  our 
right.  We  advanced  along  this  lane  under  an  unseen  fire,  which  grew  more 
severe  as  we  advanced,  a  number  of  men  falling  wounded  or  killed.  The  regi- 
ment moved  along  this  lane,  with  short  halts,  for  what  appeared  to  be  obstacles 
in  our  front,  for  about  a  mile,  the  dense  undergrovrth  on  either  side  preventing 
any  deployment.  Then  we  turned  to  the  right  through  an  opening.  Still  had  no 
ground  for  deployment  and  still  under  fire  from  an  unseen  enemy. 

"  Many  of  the  casualties  of  the  regiment  occurred  near  here,  and  before  we  found 
any  open  ground  or  could  see  anything  to  reply  to.     Captain  Morrison  was  killed 
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and  Captain  Woodbury  and  Lieutenant  Spence  were  wounded  near  this  opening. 
These  officers  belong  to  my  battalion.  It  was  a  jungle  of  death.  We  were  under 
this  severe  fire,  which  seemed  to  be  coming  from  all  directions.  The  different 
companies  were  directed  to  seek  cover  and  to  lie  down.  Having  no  guides,  we 
were  almost  as  blind  men  or  men  wandering  in  the  dark.  In  seeking  an  opening, 
or  a  way  out,  I  ran  into  a  portion  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  still  in  the  woods,  lying 
down,  and  a  few  yards  in  advance  of  the  Sixteenth.  Went  back  and  moved  to 
our  left  front.  A  path  was  found  branching  to  the  left,  which  was  taken.  Gen- 
eral Hawkins  ordered  a  forward  movement  and  the  place  taken.  We  were  still 
in  the  dark  as  to  where  or  what  we  were  going  against.  Lieutenant  Dunning,  my 
adjutant,  crossed  the  creek  (San  Juan  River)  here,  and  went  ahead  about  30  yards. , 
Came  back  and  informed  us  that  we  had  a  way  out.  We  moved  forward  across 
the  river  and  found  a  sunken  road,  barbed-wire  fence  on  opposite  side.  Here 
the  men  were  halted  and  laid  down  for  a  rest,  being  much  fatigued.  Lieutenant 
Dunning  was  wounded  here.  He  came  up  afterwards.  I  was  on  the  left,  and 
near  2  p.  m.  I  ordered  the  men  up  and  to  break  through  or  cut  the  fence  with 
bayonets.  Got  them  into  the  field  and  ordered  a  forward  movement  on  the  San 
Juan  intrenchments  and  blockhouse,  then  in  plain  view,  and  about  1,000  yards  to 
my  right  front. 

"We  were  joined  by  the  Sixth  Infantry  while  advancing,  and  all  moved  for- 
ward. We  were  receiving  fire  from  what  seemed  to  be  all  sides,  evidently  from 
sharpshooters  in  trees  and  hills  in  front.  Part  of  the  time  I  was  pushing,  part  of 
the  time  leading.  We  went  forward  and  up  the  hill  without  a  halt.  Then  some 
of  our  guns  opened  on  the  hill,  and  we  were  forced  to  pause  in  our  advance.  I 
tied  my  handkerchief  on  a  stick  and  waved  it  for  some  time,  endeavoring  to 
attract  the  attention  of  our  battery.  Here  some  one  called  to  me:  '  The  colonel 
says  that  is  a  Spanish  battery,  and  orders  yoit  to  fall  back.'  I  went  back  to  the 
foot  of  the  hill.  I  gathered  some  men  and  moved  around  more  to  the  right,  where 
the  hill  was  sloping  and  easier  to  ascend.  The  battery  stopped  firing,  and  another 
advance  was  made  and  the  place  was  in  our  hands. 

"I  was  the  senior  officer  with  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  and  tried  to  control  the 
fire,  but  it  was  an  impossibility.  I  became  so  hoarse  from  shouting  commands  I 
could  scarcely  talk.  A  constant  fire  was  kept  up  during  the  advance  on  the  hill. 
I  was  near  the  center  of  the  line,  and  being  joined  by  the  Sixth  Infantry  on  our 
right.  In  my  opinion,  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry,  the  proportion  being 
1  to  2,  deserve  and  should  receive  all  the  credit  for  the  capture  of  the  San  Jtian 
blockhouse  and  fortifications.  Since  the  engagement  the  question  has  been  raised 
what  organizations  took  part.  The  fire  sustained  by  the  men  in  the  lane  and  dense 
jungle  was  necessarily  demoralizing.  The  air  seemed  filled  with  bullets,  coming 
from  all  directions,  and  not  a  man  firing  (of  the  enemy)  could  be  seen. 

' '  This  is  difficult  for  even  veterans  to  sustain  and  not  become  rattled.  In  the  open 
and  on  the  charge  the  gallant  spirit,  bravery,  and  discipline  of  officers  and  men 
were  conspicuous.  The  firing  of  some  on  the  charge  could  not  be  controlled;  but 
without  discipline  the  charge  and  capture  of  San  Juan,  after  the  passage  through 
the  jungle  and  the  loss  we  sustained  there,  would  not  have  been  accomplished. 
After  gaining  the  hill,  I  passed  on  beyond  the  blockhouse  with  a  part  of  the  com- 
mand. I  picked  up  a  Mauser  rifle  and  fired  several  shots.  The  fire  was  kept  up 
on  the  retreating  enemy  as  long  as  he  was  in  sight,  and  till  other  troops  came  up 
on  our  right. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"C.H.  Noble, 
"  Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Second  Battalion.'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  report: 
I  expected  Colonel  Theaker  (now  retired)  to  make  a  report  as  colonel  of  the 
regiment,  giving  officers  and  men  credit  for  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  dis- 
played that  day.  Although  he  was  not  present  with  the  regiment  when  it  assisted 
in  capturing  San  Juan  Hill  and  blockhouse,  he  was  just  previous,  and  joined  us  on 
the  hill  soon  after.  I  had  several  conversations  with  him,  while  the  regiment  was 
occupying  the  trenches,  regarding  this  report,  and  tried  to  induce  him  to  render 
one,  giving  officers  and  men  the  credit  due  them.  He  seemed  disinclined  to  do  so, 
and  I  think  did  not. 

Six  companies  took  part  in  the  assault:  A  Company  (mine),  First  Lieut.  R.  R. 
Steedman  in  command;  B  Company,  Capt.  G.  H.  Palmer;  C  Company,  Capt.  L.  C. 
Allen  and  Second  Lieut.  G.  G.  Palmer;  D  Company,  Second  Lieut.  B.  L.  Simmons 
in  command  (the  captain  of  this  company,  Morrison,  was  killed  in  the  woods) ;  E 
Company,  Capt.  W.  C.  McFarland  and  Second  Lieut.  E.  C.  Carey;  G  Company, 
Capt.  W.  Lassiter  and  Second  Lieut.  L.  S.  Sorley— nine  officers  and  about  350 
men.     The  other  two  companies,  F  and  H,  became  separated  from  the  regiment 
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in  the  forest,  Captain  Woodbury,  of  F,  bein^  woimded  there.  The  company  came 
on  the  hill  soon  after  the  capture,  Second  Lieutenant  Ridenour  in  command.  H 
Company,  Capt.  S.  R.  Whitall  and  Second  Lieutenant  Erwin,  joined  onto  and  went 
upwith  part  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

Every  one  of  the  nine  ofBoers  with  me,  and  mentioned  above,  displayed  a  zeal 
and  an  enthusiastic  courage  that  should  be  substantially  recognized  and  highly 
commended.  The  company  commanders  were  leaders,  and  thus  encouraged  the 
men  and  aroused  in  and  inspired  them  with  the  spirit  that  we  could  not  fail.  AH, 
both  officers  and  men,  seemed  imbued  with  the  spirit  to  do  or  die. 

The  advance  of  the  line  was  nearly  to  the  crest  when  the  guns  of  ours  from  El 
Poso  Hill  opened  up.  Thinking  myself  the  senior  officer  on  the  hill,  I  tied  my 
handkerchief  to  a  shelter-tent  pole  I  was  using  as  a  cane  and  descended  some  yards 
to  where  the  ground  was  more  open,  so  my  signal  to  stop  firing  could  be  seen. 
Captain  McFarland  (my  battalion)  was  wounded  here,  and  I  believe  by  a  piece 
of  shell  from  one  of  those  guns.  He  and  I  at  the  time  wei'e  in  advance.  I  turned 
to  stop  the  firing,  and  he  turned  and  was  watching  me  and  the  guns,  and  I  believe 
was  the  foremost  officer  when  hit.  As  soon  as  this  firing  ceased,  and  I  was  ready  to 
turn  and  continue  the  ascent,  some  one  shouted  to  me:  "Captain,  the  colonel 
orders  you  to  come  back.  He  says  that  is  a  Spanish  battery  firing  on  you."  A 
bugle  at  this  time  sounded  the  recall.  This  was  a  stunner,  coming  just  on  the 
point  of  success.  I  was  dazed.  I  gave  no  command  to  others,  but  descended  to 
the  foot  of  the  hill.  There  Captain  Lassiter  aroused  me  by  calling  my  name  and 
shouting  that  Captain  McFarland  was  wounded  on  the  hill,  and  requesting  some 
men  be  sent  for  him.  I  found  that  quite  a  number  of  the  men  had  come  back, 
too.  Then  I  decided  to  go  on  anyhow,  so  I  called,  "  Come  on,  men;  we  must  go 
back."  Captain  McFarland  and  First  Lieut.  S.  W.  Dunning,  though  wounded — 
one  in  the  head,  the  other  in  the  stomach — both  remained  on  duty.  Lieutenant 
Dunning  acted  as  aid  to  General  Hawkins  during  the  engagement.  His  aids 
were  killed — Lieutenant  Ord  with  the  Sixteenth  on  top  of  the  hill  and  after  it  was 
virtually  ours.  Lieutenant  Michie  was  killed  in  this  road  before  the  assault,  and 
immediately  in  rear  of  A  Company.  He  fell  between  two  of  the  sergeants. 
Lieutenant  Steedman  assisted  him,  and  with  men  of  A  Company  he  was  carried 
tmder  the  bank.  I  believe  the  Sixteenth  were  first  on  the  hill.  The  line  paused 
for  that  gun  fire,  a  bugle  sounded  the  recall,  and  I  received  an  order  to  retreat; 
but  most  heard  neither,  and  after  the  fire  ceased  went  on  and  up.  The  Sixteenth 
deserve  the  credit,  for  after  once  starting  there  was  no  stop  until  the  hill  was 
ours.  I  was  told  afterwards  that  some  of  ths  Thirteenth  Infantry  joined  the  Six- 
teenth line  on  the  left  during  the  advance.  I  thought  at  the  time  it  was  part  of 
the  Sixth  Infantry,  but  if  there  they  were  on  the  line,  not  a  step  in  advance  of  us. 
The  fiag  incident  "contrasts  unjustly  to  the  Sixteenth,"  as  General  Hawkins 
says;  it  was  not  visible  before  or  during  our  advance.  It  must  have  been  lying 
in  the  blockhouse  or  somewhere  out  of  sight,  and  overlooked  by  the  fitrst  parties 
on  the  hill.  Sergeant  Jansen,  A  Company  (distinguished  marksman) ,  one  of  the 
first  on  the  hill,  saw  no  flag.  When  we  got  to  the  blockhouse  a  man  of  E  Com- 
pany was  in  the  doorway.  No  other  men  were  inside.  He  then  passed  to  the 
left  or  rear  of  blockhouse.  He  sat  down  and  fii-ed  eleven  shots  at  the  enemy. 
No  other  troops  came  near  while  he  was  firing.  For  individual  examples  of  gal- 
lantry among  the  enlisted  men,  see  reports  of  company  commanders.  The  aggre- 
gate casualties  in  the  Sixteenth  is  greater  than  in  any  other  regiment  engaged  in 
the  campaign. 

As  we  passed  General  Hawkins  on  the  way  out  of  the  jungle,  before  crossing 
the  river ;■  he  said:  "  That  place  must  be  taken.  We  are  losing  more  men  now 
than  we  would  by  an  assault. "  After  reaching  the  road— I  was  expecting  further 
orders— halted  there  about  half  an  hour.  Colonel  Theaker  disappeared.  I  could 
see  the  men  were  becoming  restless  and  uneasy,  being  under  a  constant  fire,  and 
thought  something  should  be  done,  and  a  forward  movement  the  thing;  so  ordered 
the  fence  cut,  etc.  The  right  of  the  line  was  at  worK  too,  and  the  formation  in 
the  field  before  moving  to  the  assault  took  but  a  few  minutes.  Attaches  and  cor- 
respondents testify  as  to  the  credit  due  for  San  Juan.  Count  Von  Goetzen  says: 
"  The  fighting  of  the  Americans  was  wonderfully  done.  Indeed,  it  was  a  highly 
creditable  battle  to  both  sides.  The  men  sprang  to  their  work  with  tremendous 
vigor.  The  dash  and  spirit  displayed  by  the  Sixth  and  Sixteenth  Infantry,  which 
came  under  my  observation,  were  marvelous.    I  never  saw  troops  fight  better." 

In  "that  thin  blue  line"  were  Captains  Palmer,  Allen,  McFarland,  Lassiter; 
First  Lieutenant  Steedman;  Second  Lieutenants  Sorley,  Palmer,  Carey,  and  Sim- 
mons, and  myself.  The  colors  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  were  first  on  the  hill  and 
planted  there  to  denote  victory  and  our  position,  Second  Lieutenant  Palmer  assist- 
ing. 


714  MAJOR-GENERAL    COMMANDING   THE   ARMY. 

In  justice  to  the  oflS.cers  of  the  regiment,  and  at  the  request  of  some,  I  submit 
this  report.  It  seems  to  me  right  and  my  duty  to  do  so  as  the  senior  officer  present 
during  the  battle. 

I  beg  to  insist  that  this  report  and  the  reports  of  the  several  company  command- 
ers should  govern  for  the  action  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  on  this  day  of  victory. 
Illness  has  prevented  me  making  this  sooner. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  Noble,     _ 
Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 


Fort  Douglas,  Utah,  October  4, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  XJ.  S.  A. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

General:  Hearing  that  my  previous  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Infanty,  during  that  part  of  the  battle  of  San  Juan  that  I  had  the  honor  to 
command  the  regiment,  may  have  been  lost  ovsdng  to  the  unavoidable  circum- 
stances incident  to  the  campaign,  or  (it  having  been  written  in  pencil  on  any  paper 
I  could  obtain)  some  portions  erased,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
supplementary  report,  which  I  respectfully  request  be  filed  with  the  first  one,  if  in 
your  office,  or  in  default,  taken  as  the  original. 

On  the  morning  of  July  1 1  had  command  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  regi- 
ment consisting  of  Companies  B,  C,  D,and  H.,  the  regiment  being  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Col.  E.  H.  Liscum,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  from  whom  Ihadreceived 
the  order  to  conform  to  the  movements  of  the  leading  battalion.  Proceeding  along 
the  road  which  followed  the  course  of  the  Aguadores  River,  the  regiment  arrived 
at  a  point  where  the  Seventy-first  New  York  was  lying  down,  when  orders  were 
received  for  us  to  lie  down  to  escape  the  fire  of  musketry  then  coming  from  our 
right  flank.  Some  few  moments  having  elapsed,  and  hearing  heavy  firing  in  our 
front,  I  went  to  the  head  of  the  rear  company  of  the  first  battalion  to  ascertain  if 
the  remainder  of  this  battalion  had  gone  on.  I  found  that  it  had,  and  through 
some  misunderstanding  this  company  had  remained  behind.  I  hastened  back  and 
ordered  my  battalion  forward.  We  crossed  the  Aguadores  River  at  what  is  known 
as  the ' '  bloody  bend,"  under  an  increased  and  more  effective  fire  from  the  intrench- 
ments  on  San  Juan  Hill,  and  proceeded  over  the  river  bottom  to  a  point  where  I 
could  see  out  toward  San  Juan  Hill.  In  this  bottom  I  could  not  see  the  rest  of 
the  regiment;  but  reaching  a  place  where  the  undergrowth  was  not  so  thick  I  saw 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum  with  some  of  the  first  battalion  behind  a  slight  rise  on 
my  right.  Ordering  my  battalion  to  follow  me,  I  went  to  him  and  reported.  The 
leading  company  of  my  battalion,  however,  had  missed  me  and  proceeded  on  down 
the  river.  I  rejoined  it  at  once  and  conducted  it  out  of  the  river  and  on  to  the 
plain  in  front  of  the  hill. 

There  was  a  strong  wire  fence  just  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  this  point  which 
was  completely  swept  by  the  enemy's  fire  and  impeded  the  advance.  The  wires, 
however,  were  cut  in  places,  and  the  fence  pulled  dovro  in  others,  by  men  and  offi- 
cers working  together  and  the  battalion  was  formed  on  the  plain  ready  for  the 
charge. 

The  behavior  of  both  officers  and  men  at  this  place  was  noticeably  brave  and 
heroic,  Capt.  Charles  Dodge,  jr..  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  (who  had  thought- 
fully provided  himself  with  wire  cutters)  and  his  company  doing  especial  serv- 
ice; Captain  Dodge  repeatedly  expressing  himself  while  aiding  and  encouraging 
his  men  cutting  the  fence.  The  companies  up  to  about  this  time  had  been  together. 
Company  D,  under  command  of  Capt.  A.  C.  Ducat,  however,  had  debouched  from 
the  column  while  the  fence  was  being  cut  and  pulled  down  at  the  head  of  the 
battalion,  and,  forming  on  the,  bank,  had  gone  ahead  some  distance — I  should 
judge  about  150  yards — and  I  believe  that  this  company  was  the  first  of  the  regi- 
ment to  reach  the  top  of  the  hill.  There  were  with  me  at  this  time  Company  H, 
commanded  by  Capt.  A.  A.  Augur,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry;  Company  B,  com- 
manded by  First  Lieut.  J.  D.  Leitch,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry;  Company  C,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Charles  Dodge,  jr..  Twenty-fourth  Infantry;  part  of  Company 
A,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  under  command  of  Second  Lieut.  A.  K.  Kerwin, 
Twenty- fourth  Infantry,  and  parts  of  other  companies  which  had  joined  me  while 
in  the  river  bottom,  noticeably  some  men  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York,  some  six 
or  seven  in  number.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum  having  been  wounded,  and  Maj. 
A.  C.  Markley,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  the  next  in  rank,  not  bein^  present  at 
this  juncture,  by  virtue  of  my  rank  I  was  in  command  of  the  regiment.  The 
order  to  charge  was  given  as  soon  as  the  line  was  formed,  and  the  command  rushed 
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across  the  open  meadow  and  up  the  hill  until  another  wire  fence  was  encountered. 
This  was  at  once  cut  and  pulled  down  and  we  arrived  at  the  crest.  While  cross- 
ing this  meadow  we  were  under  a  severe  fire  and  many  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Arriving  at  the  crest,  I  saw  Captain  Ducat  with  his  company  engaged  in  firing 
upon  the  retreating  enemy,  Captain  Ducat  using  a  musket,  rendering  himself 
conspicuous  for  his  bravery  and  exposure  to  the  enemy's  fire.  He  was  wounded 
severely  while  standing  at  full  height,  and  taken  off  the  field.  In  forming  the 
men  for  and  during  the  charge,  I  desire  to  especially  mention  Capt.  A.  A.  Augur 
and  First  Lieut.  J.  D.  Leitch,  who  came  under  my  immediate  observation,  for 
coolness  and  bravery  under  such  destructive  fire.  By  this  time  the  greater  parts 
of  all  the  companies  of  the  regiment  were  on  the  hill.  Being  informed  by  the 
acting  adjutant-general  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Lieut.  W.  L.  Simpson,  Ninth 
Infantry,  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liscum  had  been  wounded,  and  that  Major 
Markley,  the  next  in  rank,  could  not  be  found,  that  I  was  in  command  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  should  assemble  and  form  it,  I  immediately  did  so,  and  under  orders 
from  Brigadier-General  Hawkins,  I  disposed  the  companies  to  hold  the  Mil,  or 
that  part  of  it  in  our  front  to  the  left  of  the  blockhouse.  All  this  time  the  fire 
from  the  enemy's  intrenchments  near  Santiago  was  severe,  as  was  the  artillery 
fire  from  their  battery,  which  commanded  the  hill.  In  disposing  his  men  in 
accordance  with  my  orders,  Capt.  J.  J.  Brereton,  while  bravely  exposing  himself, 
even  after  my  caution  to  stoop  down,  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  after  his 
wound  had  been  dressed  insisted  upon  remaining  on  the  hill  for  some  time,  though 
suffering  much  from  it.  The  regiment  having  been  placed  along  the  crest,  G,  H, 
and  C  constituted  the  firing  line,  and  the  other  companies  reserve.  This  disposi- 
tion held  until  Maj.  A.  C.  Markley,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  made  Ms  appearance 
about  two  hours  later  and  assumed  command. 

Corpl.  Richard  Williams,  Company  B,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  who  was  under 
my  observation  during  the  whole  time  we  were  exposed  to  fire,  is  worthy  of 
especial  mention  for  bravery  and  fidelity  to  his  commanding  officer. 

The  bravery  of  First  Lieut.  Albert  Laws  and  Second  Lieut.  A.  K.  Kerwin, 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  in  dressing  the  wound  of  Captain  Ducat  on  the  crest  of 
the  hill  under  heavy  fire,  was  also  noticeable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Wtga^jt, 
Captain,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Infantry, 

Cavite,  Philippine  Islands,  December  4,  1S9S. 
General:  I  have  just  read  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Journal  of  October  8  the 
official  report  of  General  Anderson  and  your  report,  wherein  I  believe  an  uninten- 
tional injustice  has  been  done  my  battalion,  the  Second  Battalion,  Eighteenth 
Infantry.  You  state  in  your  report "  The  First  Nebraska  and  Eighteenth  United 
States  Infantry  having  now  come  up,  1  directed  *  *  *  and  the  latter  along 
'  Calle  Real.'"  I  wish  to  say  that  my  battalion,  in  column  of  fours,  passed  by 
the  Tvhole  of  the  Colorado  regiment,  who  were  in  the  treaches  to  my  left,  north  of 
Fort  San  Antonio  de  Abad.  As  I  arrived  at  the  fort  I  halted  my  battalion  for 
perhaps  thirty  seconds,  being  surprised  to  see  a  regiment  occupying  the  trenches 
to  my  left,  but  not  seeing  or  hearing  any  firing,  other  than  desultory  firing  I  had 
encountered  before,  I  continued  my  march  down  Calle  Real.  As  the  head  of 
my  column  passed  the  Colorado  regiment  Colonel  Hale  came  out  and  asked  me  my 
orders.  I  told  him  I  had  orders  to  advance  against  the  enemy.  He  tried  to  stop 
me,  but  as  my  battalion  constituted  the  "firing  line  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry," 
I  moved  forward  in  column  of  fours  down  Calle  Real  and  encountered  con- 
siderable firing  coming  from  my  right,  especially  at  cross  streets.  After  proceed- 
ing some  distance  I  met  some  of  the  California  regiment  coming  into  Calle  Real 
from  the  beach,  taking  the  sidewalks  and  going  at  a  rapid  gait  in  a  sort  of  go-as- 
you-please  style,  many  passing  my  battalion. 

When  the  head  of  my  battalion  reached  the  cross  street  north  of  Quartel  de 
Malate,  Lieutenant  Fisk,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  came  along  at  a  double  time  with 
orders  from  Colonel  Van  Valzah,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  to  have  me  halt  my  bat- 
talion until  the  First  Battalion  came  up.  I  remained  there  about  twenty  minutes 
■  before  the  First  Battalion  came  up.  There  were  none  of  the  Colorado  or  Califor- 
nia regiments  north  of  Fort  San  Antonio  de  Abad  in  any  houses  when  my  bat- 
talion passed  there.  I  wish  further  to  say  that  I  was  not  called  upon  for  a  report 
nor  asked  any  questions  as  to  the  part  taken  by  my_  battalion  in  the  action  of  the 
13th  of  August,  although  the  only  officer  in  a  position  to  do  so,  and  as  the  Army 
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Regtdations  do  not  require  reports  except  from  officers  cominaiiding  separate  bat- 
talions, I  did  not  make  one.  Your  report  describes  quite  accurately  the  move- 
ments of  my  battalion  by  the  left  flank  over  our  trenches  into  "  Calle  Real,"  and 
its  deployment  to  the  right  and  advance  up  to  and  over  the  trenches  of  the  enemy, 
where  I  found  three  dead  Spaniards,  as  well  as  quite  a  sharp  fire  from  the  brush 
and  woods  in  my  front  and  right  front.  I  silenced  his  fire  by  a  number  of  volleys 
by  my  leading  companies  and  several  volleys  by  Captain  Wheeler's  company  (E 
Company,  Eighteenth  Infantry) ,  which  company  came  up  on  my  left  at  this  time 
well  in  hand.  This  company  belonged  to  the  First  Battalion,  in  reserve,  and  was 
reported  in  Colonel  Van  Valzah's  report  as  having  got  lost.  If  so,  it  got  lost  in 
the  right  direction.  After  the  firing  from  the  enemy  ceased  I  assembled  my  bat- 
talion and  marched  it  by  the  left  flank  along  the  trenches  up  to  San  Antonio  de 
Abad  and  down  Calle  Real  through  Malate,  as  set  forth.  When  the  general 
came  up  Calle  Real,  in  Malate,  to  the  head  of  my  column,  he  asked  me  whether 
my  battalion  was  in  front,  and  on  answering,  "  Yes,  sir,"  he  directed  me  to  detail 
a  company  as  advance  guard  for  him,  and  I  detailed  Company  P,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant Bowles  in  command,  for  that  purpose.  I  have  written  the  foregoing  to  you 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  be  instrumental  in  giving  my  battalion  its  proper  place  in 
the  action  of  the  13th  of  August,  1898. 

Very  respectfully.  Chas.  Keller, 

Majcrr',  Eighteenth  Infantry. 
Francis  V.  Gbeene, 

Major-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

New  Yoek,  March  31,  1899. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General,  recommending  that  this  paper 
be  filed  vnth  the  reports  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eighth  Army 
Corps,  of  the  capture  of  Manila,  August  13,  1898. 

After  a  careful  reading  of  Major  Keller's  statement,  and  of  my  own  report  (bot- 
tom of  page  7  and  first  half  of  page  8,  as  printed) ,  I  can  not  see  that  there  is  any 
substantial  difference  between  them,  except  on  the  question  of  whether  the 
Eighteenth  Infantry  or  the  Colorado  or  the  California  Regiment  was  in  advance 
in  passing  through  the  streets  of  Malate.  The  facts  are  all  vrithin  my  personal 
knowledge,  and  are  as  follows: 

The  Colorado  Regiment  led  the  advance  against  Port  Malate  and  captured  it; 
the  First  California  followed  the  Colorado  Regiment  up  the  beach,  and  the  First 
Nebraska  followed  the  First  California;  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  moved  up  the 
Calle  Real.  As  the  Colorado  Regiment  advanced  from  Fort  Malate  to  the  trenches, 
on  the  north  of  it  it  met  opposition  and  was  delayed.  The  California  Regiment 
passed  along  the  beach,  and  entering  the  streets  to  the  right  came  into  the  main 
street  of  Calle  Real,  just  in  advance  of  the  Colorado  Regiment.  Similarly,  the 
Nebraska  Regiment  came  into  the  main  street  from  the  beach  slightly  in  advance 
of  the  Colorado  Regiment,  and  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  came  into  the  main  street 
on  the  right  and  also  slightly  in  advance  of  the  Colorado  Regiment.  There  was 
sharp  firing  at  this  time  from  the  houses  and  from  the  woods  on  our  right,  and 
the  narrow  streets  were  congested  with  troops.  At  the  public  square  in  Malate  I 
personally  ordered  commanding  officers  ,of  these  regiments  to  make  no  further 
advance  until  so  directed,  and  then  sent  staff  officers,  directing  each  regiment  to 
be  formed  in  column  and  to  advance,  the  Colorado  Regiment  in  the  street  on  the 
right,  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  and  the  California  Regiment  in  the  main  street  or 
Calle  Real,  and  the  First  Nebraska  along  the  beach  on  the  left.  The  troops 
advanced  in  this  order,  and  my  recollection  is  that  one  battalion  of  the  Eighteenth 
Infantry  was  in  advance  of  the  California  Regiment  and  one  in  rear  of  it,  but  I 
am  not  positively  certain  as  to  this,  and  do  not  consider  the  matter  of  importance. 

P.  V.  Greene, 
Late  Major-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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